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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


March  10,  1871.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Scott,  from  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Senate  to  Investigate 
Alleged  Outrages  iu  the  Southern  States,  submitted  the  following 

REPOI^T: 

On  the  19th  of  January,  1871,  the  Senate  passed  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

liesolved,  That  a  select  committee  of  fire  Senators  be  appointed,  to  which  shall  be 
referred  the  documents  and  papers  recently  laid  before  the  Senate  by  the  President  in 
reference  to  the  condition  of  the  Southern  States,  and  that  such  committee  have  power 
to  employ  a  ckrk  and  stenographer,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  administer  oaths, 
and  investigate  the  matters  referred  to  in  the  documents  and  papers  aforesaid,  and  the 
truth  or  falsehood  of  the  crimes  and  outrages  of  a  political  character  alleged  to  have 
been  committed  in  the  Southern  States,  and  whether  there  be  iu  those  States  security 
for  persons  and  2>roperty. 

By  subsequent  resolutions  the  committee  was  authorized  to  sit  during 
the  session  of  the  Senate  and  to  report  from  time  to  time  ;  two  members 
were  added,  and  it  was  continued  during  the  first  session  of  the  Eorty- 
second  Congress. 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  first  resolution,  two  messages  had  been 
sent  by  the  President  to  the  Senate,  iu  compliance  with  the  resolution 
of  the  lOth  of  December,  1870,  as  follows : 

liesolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  informa- 
tion that  he  may  possess  relative  to  organized  bodies  of  disloyal  and  evil-disjjosed  per- 
sons in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  Avhich  have  iu  view  or  threaten  resistance  to  the 
exfccvition  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  denial  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
states  of  the  ecjual  protection  of  the  laws  and  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution  ;  and  also  Avhat  murders  and  outrages  for 
political  purpose  have  been  committed  by  such  organizations  of  disloyal  persons. 

The  first  message,  of  January  13,  1871,  (Senate  Executive  Document 
No.  Ivi,  ^d  session  41st  Congress,)  consists  of  abstracts  from  the  re- 
ports of  military  officers,  of  the  communications  of  governors  of  States, 
of  others  in  ofllcial  positions,  and  of  petitions  ami  letters  of  private 
citizens,  all  tending  to  show  that  in  many  iiortions  of  the  Southern 
States,  from  18(JG  until  this  time,  crimes  ranging  from  assassination  and 
murder,  robbery  and  theft,  down  to  the  low'est  grades  of  personal  vio- 
lence, have  been  committed  by  bands  of  persons  in  disguise  and  insti- 
gated by  political  motives,  who  have  escaped  all  punishment  by  the 
civil  authorities. 

The  second  message,  of  January  17,  1871,  (Senate  Executive  Docu- 
ment No.  16,  Part  2,)  communicated  copies  of  reports  received  at  the 
War  Department  "relative  to  disloyal  organizations  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  intended  to  resist  the  laws,  or  to  deprive  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  of  the  protection  of  law  or  the  enjoyment  of  their 
rights*  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

Gheekfwi  ' 
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From  the  tenor  of  the  docunieuts  referred  to  the  committee,  and  the 
language  of  tlie  resolution  under  which  it  was  appointed,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  purpose  of  raising  it  was  to  ascertain  by  investigation — First., 
whether  crimes  of  the  character  alleged  have  been  committed  by  orgai4- 
ized  bands  of  a  political  character;  Second^  whether  persons  and  prop- 
erty are  secure  in  the  Southern  StatCvS. 

The  language  of  the  resolution  authorizing  the  appointment  of  the 
committee  embraces  all  the  Southern  States.  North  Carolina  having 
been  made  the  subject  of  a  special  communication  from  the  President, 
the  committee  at  once  entered  upon  an  investigation  of  the  condition  of 
afiairs  in  that  State.  In  prosecuting  their  inquiries  they  desired  to  have 
before  them  the  representatives  of  all  shades  of  political  opinion,  so  that 
not  only  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  but  especially  in  the  testimony 
of  the  witnesses,  the  public  would  have  the  means  of  judging  as  to  the 
true  condition  of  things  existing  in  the  State,  the  causes  w^hich  have  led 
to  it,  and  who  are  responsible  for  its  existence  or  continuance.  Accord- 
ingly they  sent  for,  and  x\\)  to  this  time  have  examined,  State  and  Fed- 
eral judges,  prosecutingoliicers,  political  editors,  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
private  (-itizens  both  white  and  colored,  members  of  what  is  j)opularly 
known  as  the  Kn-Klux  Klan,  magistrates,  constal)les,  members  of  the 
bar,  men  who  have  been  scourged  and  abused  by  bands  of  men  in  disguise, 
and  indeed  all  classes  of  persons  from  whom  it  was  reasonable  to  expect 
such  testimony  could  be  elicited  as  would  form  the  basis  of  a  reliable 
judgment  u[)on  the  subject  of  inquiry. 

In  sending  for  such  witnesses  we  had  of  necessity  to  be  guided  by  the 
local  Ivuowledge  of  those  better  acquainted  with  the  State  than  are  the 
members  of  the  committee.  And  as  the  inquiry,  in  the  very  terms  of 
the  resolution,  necessarily  involved  political  party  feeling,  it  was  due  to 
candor  and  justice  that  witnesses  should  be  summoned  who  were  desig- 
nated by  the  minority  of  the  committee,  as  well  as  those  suggested  by 
the  majority  ;  and  so  far  all  such  have  been  summoned,  and,  as  far  as 
time  permitted,  have  been  examined.  Of  the  iifty-two  witnesses  exam- 
ined, it  will  be  found  that  twenty-nine  are  members  of  the  republican  or 
radical  i)arty,  and  twenty -one  are  members  of  the  democratic  or  con- 
servative party.  One  witness,  a  minister,  did  not  state  what  were  his 
party  relations,  and  another  stated  he  had  formed  no  party  connection. 
In  the  twenty-one,  ranked  as  members  of  the  democratic  or  conserva- 
tive party,  are  six  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  four  of  whom  were 
summoned  because  of  the  belief,  from  previous  developments,  that  they 
could  and  \Yould  reveal  the  existence  and  objects  of  the  organization. 
The  other  two  were  summoned  at  the  instance  of  the  minority  of  the 
committee  to  shew  their  ill-treatment  while  prisoners  in  the  custody  of 
the  State  militia ;  and,  upon  their  examination,  acknowledged  that  they 
were  members  of  the  order. 

The  first  subject  of  inquiry,  then,  is:  Have  crimes  and  outrages  of 
the  character  complained  of  been  committed  by  organized  political 
bands  of  disloyal  or  evil -disposed  i)ersons  in  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina*? We  first  direct  attention  to  the  evidence  showing  the  existence 
in  that  State  of  secretly  organized  bodies  of  a  politi(;al  character;  and 
as  the  existence  and  operations  of  what  is  now  termed  the  Ku-Klux 
Klan  are  excused,  by  those  who  do  excuse  them,  on  the  ground  of  the 
prior  existence  of  other  secret  political  organizations,  we  refer  to  all  that 
liave  been  mentioned,  as  having  any  bearing  upon  the  question,  since 
the  close  of  the  rebellion. 

The  lirst  in  point  of  time  is  the  order  known  as  the  "  ITeroes  of  Amer- 
ica," or  the  "  Eed  Strings.''    Its  purpose  will  be  best  understood  by 
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giving  what  is  said  of  it  by  Hon.  B.  F.  Moore,  a  former  attorney  general 
of  the  State,  and  now  a  member  of  the  conservative  party : 

There  Tvas  an  orpanization  at  the  close  of  the  war,  which  has  existed  since,  called 
the  "  Heroes  of  America, "  or  the  "  Red  Strings."  I  became  acquainted  with  it  jnst  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  some  of  the  members  were  ajipreheuded  as  being  inimical  to 
the  confederacy,  and  as  having  entered  into  a  secret  conspiracy  to  overthrow  it ;  so 
they  were  charged.  They  applied  to  me  as  a  Union  man  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
them  discharged  from  arrest.  In  that  way  I  became  acquainted  with  their  organiza- 
tion and  their  oaths.  The  only  objection  I  saw  to  any  portion  of  their  oath  was,  they 
swore  to  come  to  each  other's  aid  in  distress.  I  contended  that  that  meant,  however, 
nothing  that  was  illegal ;  that  it  did  not  mean  distress  occasioned  by  crime  or  any  un- 
lawful act,  and  I  was  sustained  in  that  view  ;  because  if  we  can  put  two  constructions 
upon  it,  we  are  bound  to  give  it  that  construction  which  is  more  agreeable  to  innocence. 
That  organization  contiuued  sometime  after  the  war,  as  I  understood. 

Question.  Were  the  purposes  of  that  organization  to  be  accomplished  by  peaceable  or 
by  violent  means  ? 

Answei:  I  know  nothing  of  any  purpose  beyond  adherence  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  restoration  of  the  Union.  I  did  not  hear  of  any  violation  of 
either. 

The  same  organization  is  referred  to  by  Daniel  E.  Goodloe,  in  his  tes- 
timony, as  follows : 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  a  secret  order  called  the  "  Heroes  of  America/'  into 
which  you  and  gentlemen  you  have  named  were  inducted? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  simply  that  we  might  hear  the  secret  news  from  the  South  in  favor 
of  the  United  States  Government. 

About  the  time  the  reconstruction  acts  proposed  to  confer  political 
rights  upon  the  colored  citizens,  the  Union  League  was  introduced  into 
North  Carolina.  The  exact  time  is  not  given  ;  but  the  weight  of  the 
testimony  would  seem  to  fix  it  about  the  latter  part  of  18G7.  Witnesses 
were  examined  who  were  members  of  that  organization,  both  in  the 
Northern  and  Southern  States  ;  and  many  others  have  given  their  opin- 
ions about  its  purposes,  as  understood  by  general  reports.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  it  was  a  political  organization  in  the  interest  of  the  repub- 
lican party  ;  that  its  members  were  admitted  in  secret  meetings  and  that 
they  were  bound  by  an  oath.  It  is  equally  clear  that  its  purposes  were 
publicly  avowed  ;  that  it  held  i)ublic  meetings  and  processions,  in  which 
the  members  appeared  and  acknowledged  their  connection  with  it.  The 
colored  population  generally  became  members  of  that  organization  j 
and  to  show  tbeir  estimate  of  it,  we  insert  an  extract  from  the  testimony 
of  Samuel  Allen,  a  colored  man,  and  a  member  of  the  League,  as  follows: 

By  llr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Union  League  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been. 

Question.  Who  belonged  to  the  Union  League  in  your  county?  did  all  the  colored 
people  generally  belong  to  it  ? 

Answer.  Pretty  much  all  of  them,  except  a  few  scattered  individuals. 

Question.  Were  you  the  head  of  any  of  the  societies  of  the  Union  League  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  was  the  installing  officer. 

Question.  You  were  the  installing  ofhcer? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  formed  Leagues  in  different  portions  of  the  county. 

Question.  Did  the  members  of  the  League  take  any  oath  ? 

Answe):  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  WHiat  was  it  ? 

Answer.  They  took  an  oath  to  be  true  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
also  to  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  support  and  defend  it. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  language  of  the  oath? 

Answer:  That  was  pretty  much  the  substance  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  sworn  many  people  into  the  Union  League  ? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir;  right  smart  of  them  ;  but  I  always  did  it  with  a  ritual  before  me  ; 
I  read  it  off. 

Question.  You  are  unable  to  repeat  the  oath  at  this  time? 

Ansiver.  Not  all  of  it.  There  was  also  something  about  education,  &c.;  that  they 
would  educate  themselves  be  moral,  sober,  good  citizens. 
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Question.  Was  tliere  anytliiug  about  politics  iu  it  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  thiulc  there  was. 
Question.  State  what  it  was. 
Answer:  Well,  I  will  state  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Give  us  the  whole  of  the  oath  as  far  as  yon  can  recollect  it. 

Answer.  I  will ;  only  give  me  time,  till  I  study  a  little.  [After  a  pause.]  I  think  in 
those  obligations  wo  were  requested  to  vote  for  no  mau  who  was  opposed  to  the 
constitution  and  government  of  North  Carolinaj,and  to  give  no  8ui)X)ort  or  aid  to  any 
party  opposed  to  any  such  thing. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Was  there  any  reference  in  that  oath  to  any  political  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  that  is  a  refereuce,  that  they  would  not 
support  any  one  who  was  opposed  to  the  constitution,  who  would  not  support  the  con- 
stitution. 

By  Mr.  Wilson  : 
Question.  Was  anything  said  in  the  oath  about  the  democratic  party  or  the  republican 
party,  as  distinct  political  organizations? 
Answer.  No,  sir  ;  nothing  said  about  the  democratic  party  whatever. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  What  was  said  about  the  republican  party? 

Answer.  There  was  something  or  another  said  about  that,  but  I  really  forget  the  exact 
words. 

Question.  How  often  have  yoii  sworn  people  with  that  oath  ? 

Answer.  I  have  sworn  many  and  many  a  mau  ;  it  was  all  read  off;  besides  that,  I 
never  tried  to  charge  my  mind  with  it. 

Question.  Was  part  of  that  oath  to  support  the  republican  party? 

A7tswer.  I  think  it  was ;  or  at  least  it  would  lead  to  that. 

That  no  violence  was  either  directed  or  countenanced  by  this  League 
is  manifest  throughout  all  the  testimony.  Instead  of  cumbering  this 
report  with  extracts,  we  will  only  refer  to  ])ages  31,  41,  87,  01),  11!),  132, 
144,  147,  180,  &c.,  on  which  will  be  found  testimony  verifying  this 
atatemeut.  It  is  aUeged,  and  some  instances  are  quoted  as  sustaining 
the  charge,  that  the  members  of  the  League  seek  to  deter  the  colored 
voters  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket.  That  the  sentiment  of  the 
League,  and  of  its  colored  members,  is  against  that  party,  is  entirely 
clear  irom  the  testimony  ;  aiul  the  colored  man  wlio  votes  it  runs  counter 
to  the  dominant  opinion  of  his  race  iu  the  State. 

AYith  this  preliminary  reference  to  the  Heroes  of  America  and  to  the 
Union  League,  we  now  come  to  the  establisliment  of  what  is  termed  the 
"  Ku  Klux  Khm,"  the  real  name  of  which,  in  its  several  stages,  has  been 
"The  White  Brotherhood,"  "The  Constitutional  Union  Guards,"  and 
"The  Invisible  Empire;''  the  name  "  Ku-Klux  Klau"  having  been  sug- 
gested by  its  members  to  deceive  the  public,  and  to  enable  them  to 
deny  connection  with  it  when  asked  upon  tlie  witness  stand  whether 
they  were  members  of  that  organization.  This  order  was  instituted  in 
North  Carolina,  some  time  in  1S(;8;  certainly  before  the  presidential 
campaign  iu  that  year,  and,  according  to  some  allegations,  as  early  as 
18G7.  As  an  exposition  of  this  organization,  of  the  obligations  imposed 
upon  its  members,  the  penalty  for  revealing  its  secrets,  its  modes  of 
proceeding,  its  purposes,  members,  connections,  and  extent,  we  insert 
here  at  length  the  testimony  of  one  of  its  members — a  man  acknowl- 
edged, by  all  who  have  spoken  of  him,  to  have  borne  a  good  character 
as  a  lawyer  aud  a  citizen. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  28,  1871. 
Jamks  E.  Boyd  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  occupation  or  profession  T 
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Ansiver.  I  live  in  the  toAvii  of  Graham,  county  of  Alamance,  State  of  North  Carolina. 
I  am  a  lawyer  by  profession. 

Question.  How  long  have  yon  resided  there  ? 

Answer.  I  have  lived  in  the  connty  of  Alamance  since  my  birth;  I  was  born  in  Ala- 
mance County  ;  I  have  lived  in  the  town  of  Graham  about  sixteen  years. 

Question.  What  knowledge  have  yon,  if  any,  of  secret  organizations  in  that  county 
for  political  purposes,  or  for  purposes  affecting  the  i^ublic  peace  and  security  ?  State 
in  full  your  knowledge  on  that  suljject. 

Ansicei:  I  know  of  three  political  organizations  that  have  existed  in  Alamance 
County,  and  of  four  that  have  existed  in  the  State.  Two  in  the  county  wero  of  the 
same  nature;  the  other  was  of  a  different  nature. 

Question.  Proceed  and  state  your  knowledge  of  each  of  them,  and  how  that  knowledge 
"was  obtained. 

A7isiver.  The  fii'st  organization  in  Alamance  Connty  that  I  knew  of  was  the  Union 
League,  an  organization  of  the  Republican  party.  I  was  not  a  member  of  that  organi- 
zation ;  I  knew  of  it  only  from  the  acknowledgments  of  persons  who  were  members 
of  it,  and  from  their  exhibitions.  The  next  political  organization  I  knew  of  there  was 
a  political  organization  known  as  the  White  Brotherhood.  I  joined  that  organization 
in  the  town  of  Graham  in  November,  1868. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  the  purposes  of  that  organization. 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  words  of  the  oath  which  I  took;  I  can  only  give 
the  substance  of  it.  I  was  not  regularly  initiated  in  a  regular  camp,  as  it  was  called  ; 
I  was  initiated  in  the  room  of  the  chief  of  the  county.  The  oath  set  out  by  swearing 
me  never  to  reveal  the  name  of  the  person  who  initiated  me.  It  went  on  by  making 
me  swear  that  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Union  League,  Heroes  of  America,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  or  any  other  political  organization  having  for  its  object  the  civil 
or  political  promotion  of  the  colored  race.  I  was  sworn  never  to  reveal  any  of  the 
secrets  of  the  organization  which  came  to  my  knowledge  as  a  member  of  the  organiza- 
tion ;  to  obey  all  lawful  orders  of  the  officers  of  the  organization  ;  that  I  would  attend 
the  meetings  as  regularly  as  possible,  and  comply  with  the  regulations  of  the  oi-gani- 
zation.  The  regulations,  which  were  a  sepjirate  part  of  the  oath,  prescribed  the  man- 
ner of  holding  meetings,  the  disguise  to  be  worn,  and  the  manner  of  making  raids. 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  in  detail  what  those  regulations  were? 

Answer.  The  meetings  were  to  be  held  in  secret  places — in  the  woods,  or  some  other 
place  distant  from  any  habitation,  in  order  to  avoid  detection.  The  disguise  prescribed 
was  a  long  white  gown,  and  a  mask  for  the  face.  No  applicant  could  be  admitted  as  a 
member  of  the  organization  until  his  name  had  first  been  submitted  to  a  regular  camp. 
A  county  was  divided  into  a  certain  number  of  districts,  and  each  district  composed  a 
camp,  which  was  under  the  command  of  a  captain.  The  whole  countj'  constituted  a 
Klan,  under  the  command  of  a  chief.  No  jjerson  could  be  initiated  as  the  member  of 
any  camiJ  until  his  name  had  been  submitted  to  the  camp  and  his  application  unani- 
mously agreed  to  by  the  members  of  the  camp.  The  manner  of  making  raids  was  pre- 
scribed by  the  regul.ations.  No  raid  was  to  be  made,  no  person  punished,  no  execution 
done  unless  it  had  first  been  unanimously  agreed  upon  at  a  regular  meeting  of  a  camp 
of  the  Klan  and  duly  approved  by  the  officers  and  the  chief  of  the  Klan.  The  sign  of 
recognition  of  the  White  Brotherhood  was  by  sliding  the  right  hand  down  along  the 
opposite  lappel  of  the  coat.  If  the  i^arty  to  whom  the  sign  was  made  was  a  member 
of  the  organization  he  returned  it  by  sliding  the  left  hand  in  the  same  manner  down 
along  the  opposite  lappel  of  the  coat.  The  word  of  distress  was  "  Shiloh."  There  was 
a  sign  of  distress  to  be  made  when  a  brother  was  in  distress  and  wanted  assistance.  I 
do  not  remember  the  sign  ;  it  was  some  sign  made  by  the  hand.  But  if  the  person  was 
80  situated  that  the  sign  made  by  the  hand  could  not  be  seen,  then  the  word  "  Shiloh" 
was  used  to  denote  distress. 

Question.  Does  that  statement  complete  the  description  of  the  mode  of  procedure? 

Ansivei'.  The  manner  of  making  a  raid  was  prescribed  as  I  have  already  stated :  that 
no  execution  should  be  done,  and  no  punishment  inflicted  upon  any  person,  until  it  had 
been  duly  voted  upon,  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  approved  by  the  officers.  When  a 
raid  was  ordered  the  plan  of  operation  was  this  :  if  the  person  ordered  to  be  punished 
lived  in  our  vicinity,  the  persons  to  execute  the  punishment  came  from  a  distant  camp, 
in  order  the  better  to  avoid  detection.  But  one  person  was  allowed  to  speak  upon  a 
raid  ;  the  person  who  could  best  disguise  his  voice  was  the  person  selected  to  give  the 
necessary  orders  and  commands. 

Question.  Were  yon  present  at  any  deliberations  upon  the  propriety  of  raiding  against 
or  punishing  any  one  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  was  at  but  one  meeting  of  the  organization  in  my  life. 

Question.  But  one  ? 

Ansiver.  I  attended  but  one  meeting  after  I  was  initiated;  and  nothing  was  done  at 
that  meeting  but  the  initiation  of  members. 

Question.  Upon  the  oath  administered,  the  mode  of  procedure  prescribed,  and  the  gov- 
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ernment  of  the  organization,  so  far  as  you  have  observed,  are  the  members  bouBd  to 
caxry  out  tlie  decrees  of  the  order,  if  they  involve  murder  and  assassination  f 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir.  If  it  was  decided  to  take  the  life  of  a  man,  a  camp  is  ordered 
to  execute  the  sentence,  and  is  bound  to  do  it. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  penalty  if  any  member  refused  ? 

Attsicer.  I  do  not  know  that  any  penalty  was  prescribed  for  that.  A  member  could 
excuse  himself  from  attendance  at  meetings,  or  from  going  upon  raids,  if  he  had  a 
l)roper  excuse.  The  penalty  prescribed  in  the  regnl-ations  for  tlie  punishment  of  any 
member  who  should  disclose  the  secrets  of  the  order  was  death.  Each  member  was 
informed  upon  his  initiation  that  if  he  disclosed  the  secrets  of  the  organization  he 
should  be  the  first  victim. 

Quention.  If  any  arrests  should  be  made  by  the  civil  authorities  for  murders  or  other 
crimes  committed  in  pursuance  of  the  decrees  of  a  camp,  to  what  extent  did  the  obliga- 
tions of  members  bind  thtm  to  assist  and  protect  each  other? 

Ansiver.  To  whatever  extent  was  in  their  power. 

Question.  Did  it  go  to  the  extent  of  giving  testimony  in  behalf  of  each  other,  or  of 
acquitting  if  upon  a  jury  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  that  was  one  of  the  objects  and  intentions  of  the  organization;  that 
a  person  on  the  witness-stand  or  iu  the  jury-box  should  disregard  his  oath  in  order  to 
protect  a  member  of  the  organization. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  of  wrong  or  outrage  perpetrated  upon  per- 
sons in  pursuance  of  tlic  decrees  or  orders  of  this  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  of  any  decrees  or  decisions  they  made.  I  know  of  punish- 
ments that  were  inflicted  by  the  organization. 

Question.  State  any  of  them  that  you  now  remember. 

Ansicer.  The  most  serious  instance  in  my  county,  I  believe,  was  the  hanging  of  a  negro 
man  by  the  name  of  Outlaw,  who  was  taken  from  his  house,  in  the  town  where  I  live, 
about  one  o'clock  at  night,  by  a  band  of  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  men,  and  hung  upon 
an  elm  tree,  not  very  far  from  the  court-house  door. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

AnswiT.  On  the  night  of  the  2Gth  of  last  Fcbmary. 

QucKlion.  What  was  the  oft'ense  charged  against  him? 

Answer.  I  nijver  heard  of  any.  The  newspapers  have  said  that  he  was  guilty  of  hav- 
ing shot  at  a  band  of  Ku-Klux  that  passed  through  the  town  some  time  previous ;  but 
that  was  not  true. 

Qtiestion.  What  was  his  character  as  a  citizen? 

Answer.  He  was  rather  a  leader  among  the  colored  people  in  ray  county.  He  was 
said  to  have  been  president  of  the  Union  League,  an  organization  among  the  colored 
people. 

Question.  W^liat  was  his  character  as  a  law-abiding  citizen  ?    Do  you  know  him? 

Answe):  I  knew  him  very  well,  and  have  known  him  since  my  boyliood.  He  had 
been  a  slave,  and  according  to  our  estimate  of  slaves  we  never  looked  upon  any  of 
them  as  very  honest ;  but  I  never  heaid  anything  derogatory  to  his  character  after  he 
was  free. 

Question.  What  steps,  if  any,  were  taken  to  discover  and  bring  to  justice  the  persons 
who  were  guilty  of  hanging  that  man  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  coronor's  jury  and  an  inquest,  and  some  witnesses  were  exam- 
ined ;  some  of  the  town  people  who  saw  the  band  in  the  town,  and  saw  them  take  him 
from  his  house  ;  also  a  negro  woman,  who  probably  lived  with  him.  The  verdict  of 
the  coroner's  jury  was,  I  believe,  that  he  came  to  his  death  by  a  band  of  disguised  men 
unknown. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  inquest,  either  as  counsel  or  as  a  spectator  ? 

Answer.  I  was  about  the  court-house,  but  not  in  the  room.  I  have  read  the  evidence 
that  was  r«sturued  to  the  clerk's  office. 

Question.  Was  any  other  cause  assigned  for  his  death  than  the  one  to  which  you  have 
alluded  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  any  other. 

Quistion.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  number  of  persons  in  the  county  in  which 
you  live  who  are  members  of  that  organization  ? 

^Ansn-er.  Between  six  and  seven  hundred.  I  should  suppose.  There  are,  I  believe, 
ton  camps  in  the  county,  and  the  camps  will  average  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  mem- 
bers eack. 

Question.  What  is  the  whole  population  of  the  county  in  which  you  live  ? 

Answer.  About  11,000.  The  voting  population,  according  to  the  last  election,  is  about 
1,800  or  1,900,  of  which  the  whit.>  voters  iiumlicr  between  1,>200  and  1,300. 

Question.  Are  any  but  voters  admitted  into  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  All  are  voters  in  North  Carolina  who  are  twenty-one  years  of  ago,  and  have 
resided  twelve  months  in  the  State,  and  thirty  days  in  the  county. 

Question.  What  I  mean  is,  are  persons  under  tweuty-one  years  of  ago  admitted  into 
tho  organization  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  have  known  some  minors  who  were  members  of  the  or- 
ganization.    I  think  I  have,  but  I  am  not  certain  as  to  that. 

Question.  Then  with  about  1,800  voters  in  your  county,  you  think  that  about  600  or 
700  are  members  of  tliis  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  proportion  of  white  and  colored  voters  in  your  county  ? 

Ansiver.  The  county^  can  poll  from  1,800  to  1,900  votes.  There  are  between  700  and 
800  colored  voters  in  the  county,  or  more  ;  some  of  them  have  left.  I  suppose  there  are 
not  more  than  650  colored  voters  there  now. 

Question.  Will  you  please  state  whether  you  have  made  a  statement  publicly  in  the 
State  in  which  you  live  similar  to  the  one  you  have  now  made  to  this  committee  ;  if 
80,  what  consequences  have  been  aijprehended  by  you  for  having  given  publicity  to 
such  a  statement  t 

Answer.  I  was  arrested  by  Colonel  Kirk  when  he  was  sent  there  with  his  militia;  I 
was  the  second  man  arrested  in  that  county.  I  was  then  the  democratic  candidate  in 
my  county  for  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  legislature.  I  was  arrested  and 
carried  to  Yanceyville,  and  afterward  released  by  Governor  Holden  upon  giving  bonds 
for  my  appearance.  I  afterward,  upon  consultation  with  some  of  the  members  of  the 
organization  in  my  county,  published  a  letter  signed  by  myself  and  sixteen  others.  I 
was  afterward  a  witness  before  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  investigations 
there.  The  consequence  of  my  having  given  this  public  evidence  has  been  that  I  have 
been  almost  altogether  cut  loose  from  society  in  my  county.  At  the  time  I  was  ar- 
rested I  occupied  a  leading  position  there  in  my  party  ;  since  that  time  I  have  been 
treated  very  coolly.  I  cannot  say  that  in  my  own  county  I  have,  up  to  this  time,  ap- 
prehended any  personal  danger,  because  the  demoralization  in  the  organization  there, 
upon  the  approach  of  Colonel  Kirk,  was  very  great,  and  also  from  the  expositions  made 
of  their  purposes.  If  there  has  been  any  spirit  to  resume  the  organization,  they  have 
not  been  able  to  do  so  as  yet,  at  least  in  my  county. 

Question.  Do  you  attribute  the  cessation  of  the  operations  of  that  organization  to 
any  other  cause  than  the  appearance  of  the  militia  there,  and  the  steps  taken  to  sup- 
press it  ? 

Answer.  I  attribute  it  somewhat  to  this  cause  ;  I  think  a  number  of  the  men  who 
were  in  it  before  have,  by  the  interference  of  the  militia  there,  and  the  trouble  many 
of  thenx  were  put  to  by  the  investigations,  been  led  to  think  that  they  had  better  quit 
for  fear  something  more  serious  might  happen.  I  think  there  are  a  number  of  the 
members  of  the  organization  in  my  county  now  who  would  be  glad  to  see  it  stop  for- 
ever ;  but  I  think  there  are  a  number  of  other  members  who,  if  they  had  the  oppor- 
tunity, would  resume  its  operations.  I  labor  under  this  disadvantage  in  regard  to  in- 
formation on  this  subject :  since  my  examination  before  the  justice,  I  have  had  vary 
little  communication  with  that  class  of  men,  with  my  former  friends,  and  I  can  learn 
very  little  of  their  disposition  now  ;  everything  has  been  remarkably  quiet  there  since 
this  investigation.  The  organization  has  been  operating  some  within  the  adjoining 
counties  within  a  short  time ;  some,  I  believe,  in  the  counties  of  Guilford,  Chatham, 
and  Moore,  counties  adjoining  Alamance. 

Question.  What  you  have  stated  here  relates  principally,  almost  entirely,  to  the 
county  in  which  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  your  knowledge  of  the  object  and  extent  of  this  organization 
throughout  the  State"? 

Ansuwr.  I  can  only  state  from  hearsay — what  I  have  heard  from  members  of  the  or- 
ganization. The  number  of  the  members  of  the  organization  is  supposed  to  bo  40,000. 
Their  object  was  the  overthrow  of  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress  and  the  dis- 
franchisement of  the  negro.  There  are  two  other  organizations  besides  that  of  the 
White  Brotherhood,  as  I  said  before.  I  was  a  full  member  of  one  of  them,  and  partly 
a  member  in  the  other.  I  cannot  say  that  I  considered  myself  really  a  member  of  the 
other.  One  organization  was  called  the  Invisible  Empire.  There  is  another  organiza- 
tion which  rather  superseded  the  White  Brotherhood  in  my  county,  after  it  had  gone 
on  for  some  time,  and  was  called  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards,  whose  oaths  and 
manner  of  operation  were  about  the  same.  There  was  very  little  difference  ;  some 
change  iu  the  signs.    The  sign  of  recognition  was  by  crossing  the  hand  on  the  breast. 

Question.  Were  those  separate  organizations,  with  successive  grades  or  ranks,  aU  the 
same? 

Answer.  I  think  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards  and  the  White  Brotherhood  were 
not  the  same.  The  organizations  originated  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  having  in 
view  the  same  objects  and  with  about  the  same  grades.  There  was  very  little  differ- 
ence in  their  oaths  or  regulations,  as  to  the  manner  of  organization  or  proceedings.  I 
never  took  the  oath  as  a  member  of  the  Invisible  Empire.  I  was  at  Raleigh  last  win- 
ter, and  Dr.  John  A.  Moore,  who  was  at  that  time  a  democratic  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  North  Cai'olina  from  my  county,  and  who  was  also  a  member  of 
the  White  Brotherhood,  and  knew  me  to  be  such,  informed  me  that  there  was  another 
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organization  which  was  intended  to  take  the  place  of  the  "W^iite  Brotherhood.  It  was 
known  as  the  Invisible  Empire  ;  and  he  said  that  Hamilton  C.  Jones,  a  State  senator 
from  Mecklenburg  County,  had  agreed  to  furnish  him  with  the  necessary  authority  to 
establish  it  in  my  county.  He  informed  me  what  the  signs  were.  Tiie  recognition 
was  the  same  as  that  of  the  White  Brotherhood,  by  turning  the  lapel  of  the  coat  as  if 
looking  for  a  pin,  and  if  the  party  did  not  notice  it,  the  one  making  the  sign  could 
inquire  for  a  piu  to  call  attention. 

Quefttion.  Having  stated  in  general  terms  the  objects  of  this  organization  to  be  the 
overthrow  of  the  reconstruction  policy  and  the  disfranchisement  of  the  negro,  state 
now  by  what  means  these  objects  were  proposed  to  be  accomplished. 

Ansiicr.  Well,  I  think  the  contemplation  was  almost  any  means  that  were  necessary 
to  secure  the  supremacj'  of  the  party  opposed  to  the  recent  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution ;  if  it  was  necessary  to  whip  a  man  to  break  down  his  influence  against  us,  they 
would  do  it  ;  if  necessary  to  kill  him,  they  would  do  that. 

Question.  What  extent  of  means  was  to  bo  used  to  influence  elections? 

Ansirer.  We  can  only  judge  of  that  by  the  manner  in  which  the  organization  has 
operated  to  influence  elections,  by  riding  around  in  the  night-time  disguised  to  the 
Louses  of  poor  white  men  and  negioes,  and  informiug  them  that  if  they  went  to  the 
election,  such  and  such  would  be  their  fate — ])roceedings  of  that  kind  ;  and  by  whip- 
ping and  at  the  same  time  informing  them  that  a  part,  at  least,  of  their  offense  was 
having  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  State  whetlier  instances  of  violence  of  that  character  were  frequent  in  the 
State,  and  what  the  effect  has  been  upon  the  voters  ? 

Ansucr.  The  instances  have  been  very  common.  I  think,  in  a  great  many  instances, 
some  alleged  crime  was  used  in  connection  with  the  political  views  of  the  matter.  In 
a  great  many  instances,  where  negroes  were  whi[)ped,  tliey  were  accused,  sometimes, 
of  insults  to  white  ladies,  and  sometimes  of  petty  larceny,  and  things  of  that  kind. 
The  organization  assumed,  sometimes,  the  nature  of  regulators  as  well  of  political 
affairs. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  they  were  actually  guilty  of  crime,  and  that  was  made 
a  pretext,  or  that  they  were  accused,  whether  guilty  or  not  ? 

Answer.  They  never  waited  to  ascertain  by  any  competent  evidence  whether  a  person 
wa.s  guilty.  An  allegation  brought  up  in  the  meeting  was  sutticient  to  pass  sentence. 
I  can  only  state  as  to  the  fact  in  my  own  county.  I  think  it  has  had  the  effect  there 
to  intimidate  a  number  of  negroes  into  voting  the  democratic  ticket,  and  also  prevent- 
ing a  number  from  voting  at  all,  and  some  white  people.  The  conservative  ticket  we 
call  it  there. 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  the  election  in  August  last  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  To  what  ? 

Answer.  To  ehictions  previous  to  that.  In  Alamance  County,  I  cannot  say  that  any- 
thing of  that  sort  was  done,  because  Colonel  Kirk  had  twenty -five  or  thirty  of  these 
l)arties  under  guard,  and  the  balance  of  them  were  in  the  woods,  or  some  of  them  iu 
Arkansas  and  Texas,  at  the  time  of  the  August  election. 

Question.  You  mean  that  they  left  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  others  were  in  the  woods  of  Alamance  or  the  adjoining  county, 
probably  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  titty  of  them. 

Question.  Was  it  owing  to  their  absence  that  this  influence  was  not  exerted,  or  the 
presence  of  the  troops  ? 

Ansicer.  The  presence  of  the  troops,  their  absence,  and  the  demoralization  iu  the 
organization. 

•  Question.  Are  there  any  members  of  the  legislature  of  North  Caroliua  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  II.  C.  Jone^s,  a  senator  from  Mecklenl)urg,  claims  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Invisible  Euijiire.  I  passed  the  signs  with  him  in  his  rooui,  at  Raleigh,  at  the  time  I 
spoke  of  having  talked  with  Dr.  Moore.  I  was  informed  by  Dr.  Moore  that  a  majority 
of  the  conservative  members  were  members  of  the  Invisible  Empire. 

Question.  Was  there  any  oilicer  of  eitlx  r  house  of  the  legislature  a  member  of  the 
Invisible  Empire,  within  your  knowledge? 

Answer.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge.  I  was  informed  that  Thomas  G.  Jarvis, 
speaker  of  the  house,  was  a  meml>er  of  the  luvisible  Empire.  I  never  had  any  con- 
vorsation  with  liiui,  or  any  indication  from  him  that  he  was  a  member. 

Question.  With  Mr.  Jones  you  say  you  passed  the  sign  of  recognition  f 

Ansuvr.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  a  member  of  the  Invisible  Empire? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  name  any  person  iu  the  legislature  who  was  a  member  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  lie  did  not.  Di'.  Moore  has  nuule  a  confession  public  on  the  subject. 
He  did  not  give  any  names  of  members  of  the  organization  before  the  justice  of  the 
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supreme  court,  but  he  stated  that  H.  C.  Joues  initiated  him,  or  rather  let  him  into 
the  secrets  of  the  Invisible  Empire. 

Question.  Were  you  examined  upon  this  subject  ? 

Aimcer.  Yes,  sir';  before  Chief  Justice  Pearson  and  Judges  Dick  and  Settle. 

Question.  Is  your  testimony  published? 

Armver.  Yes,  sir;  there  are  a  number  of  mistakes  in  it.  I  had  not  the  opportunity 
to  revise  it  before  I  left,  and  make  corrections. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  course  of  the  leading  men  of  your  party,  and  of  the 
press,  toward  you  in  consequence  of  the  testimony  given  by  you  in  exposing  this 
organization  ? 

Anstver.  I  do  not  know,  except  as  to  the  Sentinel,  published  in  Raleigh,  by  Mr.  Turner, 
which  is  recognized  as  the  leading  organ  of  the  conservative  party.  It  has  abused  ine 
very  much,  and  consigned  me  to  infamy  in  one  of  its  articles  directly  after  my  evidence 
•was  published.  Now,  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Turner  at  Hillsboro.  I  was  there 
at  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad,  on  the  15th  of  July. 
I  was,  at  that  time,  a  candidate  in  Alamance  County.  He  asked  me  the  prospects  of 
success.  I  told  him  I  thought  they  were  very  good.  He  said  then  that  he  heard  or 
had  been  informed  or  had  some  intimation  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  going  to  rise  the 
night  before  election,  and  go  to  the  houses  of  the  negroes,  and  tell  them  if  they  went 
to  the  election  and  voted  they  would  meet  them  on  their  return  in  the  evening.  I  told 
him  I  thought  it  would  be  wiong  ;  that  I  thought  we  would  be  able  to  carry  the  State, 
and  it  would  be  alleged  as  unfairness  on  our  part,  and  would  probably  cause  some 
interference  on  the  part  ot  Congress  or  the  Government  w-ith  the  election  ;  that  we 
had  had  enough  of  such  influence  in  North  Carolina.  Then  he  said:  "  If  I  were  you, 
I  would  say  nothing  about  it  in  my  canvass,  neither  advise  it,  nor  say  anything  against 
it ;  but  if  the  boys  can  assist  you  in  getting  votes  in  that  way,  why,  all  right.  Every- 
thing is  fair  in  elections." 

Question.  The  popular  name  by  which  this  organization  is  called  being  Ku-Klux, 
what  are  the  means  adopted  to  deny  connection  with  itf 

Ansiver.  In  the  explanation  given  by  the  person  initiating,  it  was  stated  that  the 
organization  was  known  to  the  public  as  Ku-Klux,  but  that  the  proper  name  was  White 
Brotherhood;  and  this  difl'erence  was  made  so  that  when  a  person  who  was  really  a 
member  of  the  White  Brotherhood  was  put  upon  the  witness-stand  and  asked  if  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux,  he  could  safely  swear  he  was  not— that  he  di.d  not  belong  to 
the  organization  whose  members  recognized  that  name. 

Question.  Does  the  organization  keep  any  record  or  minutes  of  its  proceedings? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  never  saw  any.  They  liave  an  alphabet.  The  way  of  writing  it 
I  cannot  remember.     I  think  it  commenced  at  L  for  the  letter  A,  and  so  came  around. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  L  sounded  like  A  ? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir.  They  had  a  method  of  designating  meetings  in  the  day-time  and 
night-time  which  I  do  not  remember  precisely,  but  I  think  a  niglit  meeting  was  desig- 
nated by  a  half-moon  drawn  on  a  piece  of  pai>er,  and  the  day  of  the  month  was  put  in 
different  places  about  it,  so  that  those  who  were  well  versed  in  the  matter  would  under- 
stand it.  The  affidavit  of  John  W.  Long,  who  was  a  member  of  the  organization,  gave 
a  full  explanation  of  these  things.  It  was  admitted  to  have  been  con-ect,  I  believe, 
by  other  members  of  the  organization. 

Question.  In  speaking  about  the  punishing  of  men,  on  these  raids,  in  the  first  part  of 
your  testimonj',  what  do  you  mean  ? 

Answer.  Whatever  punishment  was  passed  upon  in  the  camp. 

Question.  For  what  were  they  punished  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  just  wbatever  they  saw  proper.  If  they  thought  the  man 
ought  to  be  killed  for  being  too  prominent  in  politics,  they  would  have  a  meeting  and 
pass  sentence  upon  him.  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  nund  (though  I  have  no  informa- 
tion from  others  that  such  was  the  case)  but  what  Outlaw  was  killed  in  order  to  break 
up  the  organization  of  the  colored  voters  in  my  own  county,  or  frighten  them  away 
from  voting. 

Question.  Were  other  punishments  inflicted  in  your  county,  besides  this  ? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir.  In  consequence  of  Outlaw's  murder  a  negro  by  the  name  of  Wil- 
liam Puryear,  a  half-simple  fellow,  who,  it  was  said,  saw  some  of  his  neighbors  return- 
ing in  disguise  from  Graham,  the  night  that  Outlaw  was  hung,  was  drowned  in  the 
mill-pond. 

Question.  Were  there  any  whippings  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir.  I  believe  there  were  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  the 
last  two  years  in  the  county,  white  and  black.  Some  have  been  whipped  two  or  three 
times. 

Quest  1071.  Before  there  was  any  provocation,  what  was  the  general  character  of  the 
colored  peoide  in  regard  to  violence ;  were  they  peaceable  ? 
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Avstcer.  Yes,  sir,  as  a  class.  There  have  been  individual  instances  in  -n-hich  they 
committed  crimes,  of  course. 

Question.  Were  they  crimes  in  the  nature  of  violence  ? 

Answer.  0,  no ;  I  never  thought  they  had  any  organized  party  in  my  part  of  the 
country  to  commit  any  violence. 

Question.  Is  not  their  character  rather  the  contrary  vrhere  there  is  no  provocation? 

Answer.  I  think  they  are  a  very  peaceably-disposed  class  of  people. 

Question.  Do  you  know  when  this  organization  first  started  in  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  my  first  knowledge  of  it  was  some  time  during  the  presidential 
canvass  of  1868.  I  canvassed  my  county  on  the  Seymour  and  Blair  ticket,  and  went 
into  the  county  of  Randolph  and  made  a  speech  at  Liberty.  There  a  gentleman  from 
Guilford  County,  by  the  name  of  Higgins,  came  up  to  me  and  said  that  was  his  busi- 
ness ;  and  I  being  a  strong  democrat,  and,  of  course,  favorable  to  the  cause,  he  had  no 
delicacy  in  approaching  me  abont  it. 

Question.  Was  the  order  made  use  of  to  advance  the  cause  of  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes  ;  undoubtedly. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  is  the  recognized  leader  and  head  of  it  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  f 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  President  Johnson  was  said  to  have  been  the  leader  in  the  United 
States  ;  that  was  the  information  given  to  the  members  when  they  came  in. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  whether  that  was  true? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  only  it  was  so  stated. 

Question.  Was  tlierc  any  understanding  that  the  organization  in  the  county  was  con- 
nected with  the  State  organization  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir;  that  was  understood,  that  it  was  connected  not  only  through- 
out the  State,  but  throughout  the  United  States. 

QKe«/fOH.  And  ran  down  to  a  precinct  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  to  a  camp,  under  command  of  a  captain. 

Question.  How  long  were  yon  a  member  «f  tlie  organization  in  good  standing? 

Answer.  W^ell,  sir,  I  suppose  my  standing  was  good  up  to  the  time  I  was  arrested  by 
Colonel  Kirk ;  still  my  friends,  in  i)rosecnting  my  claim  for  the  nomination  as  a  candi- 
date for  the  house  of  representatives  of  North  Carolina,  met  with  some  ojiposition 
among  the  rampant  spirits  of  the  Kn-KIux  on  account  of  what  they  called  my  disaffec- 
tion to  the  organization.  They  .said  I  had  rather  taken  a  position  against  it  within 
the  organization ;  but  my  standing,  I  suppose,  could  be  considered  good  up  to  that 
time. 

Question.  Were  those  outrages,  whippings,  &c.,  more  frequent  after  the  organization 
started  in  vour  county  ? 

Answer.  We  never  had  any  before. 

Question.  It  was  peaceable  before  the  organization  of  this  K3an  ? 

Ansurr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  violence  that  took  place,  then,  -was  not  from  the  individual  acts  of 
irresponsible  men,  but  by  order  of  the  organization  ? 

Anstcer.  My  imi)ression  is  this:  The  organization  did  not  remain  in  its  original 
purity  ;  I  do  not  think  in  many  instances  they  ever  took  the  trouble  to  carry  proceed- 
ings through  the  regnhu'  cliannel ;  I  think,  in  a  great  many  instances,  they  just  gath- 
ered in  neighborhoods  in  cam]),  and  agreed  together  to  execute  a  decree ;  a  member 
from  another  camp  would  come  and  tell  his  friends  that  there  was  such  a  person 
needed  some  attention,  and  they  would  go  out  and  attend  to  his  case;  that  was  done 
in  order  to  prove  an  alibi ;  the  man  who  was  whipped  or  injured  would  generally  sus- 
pect some  person  who  lived  in  the  neighborhood;  that  is  the  great  reason  that  none 
of  them  have  ever  been  caught  or  arrested. 

Question.  You  cannot  get  the  men  ? 

Ansuei:  We  cannot  get  the  men  ;  and  I  think  it  is  very  probable  there  are  numbers 
of  men  in  the  organization  who,  if  they  had  ever  been  brought  to  the  pinch  before  a 
jury,  would  have  told  the  truth  abont  the  matter;  but  that  was  prevented  by  instances 
not  occurring  in  which  they  were  brought  out. 

Question.  It  would  be  difficult  to  make  uj}  a  jury  in  the  ordinary  way  without  hav- 
ing some  of  them  on  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  especially  when  the  sheriff  and  all  his  deputies  were  members. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  your  separate  organization  ;  you  mean  secret  political 
organizations  ? 

Ansuer.  I  do  not  know  that  the  League  was  a  secret  organization  ;  they  held  public 
demonstrations  and  had  marching;  I  know  nothing  about  the  League,  except  that  it 
•was  a  republican  organizaticm  ;  I  believe  nobody  denied  being  a  member  of  the  League? 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  that  is  an  oath-t)onnd  association  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  except  as  1  have  heard  ;  1  do  not  know  that  there  is  an  oath  at  all. 
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Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  you  took  an  oath  to  siipport  the  White  Brother- 
hood ? 

Ansuer.  I  did. 

Question.  Who  administered  the  oath  ? 

Ansicer.  A  young  man  by  the  name  of  Jacob  A.  Long,  -who  is  now  here;  my  partner 
in  the  law  business. 

question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  your  oath  was, to  obey  all  lawful  orders? 

Answer.  To  obey  all  orders. 

Question.  Then  you  did  not  use  the  word  lawful  in  your  former  answer  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did  not  intend  to  do  it ;  all  regular  orders,  I  intended  to  say ;  all  orders 
lawful  within  the  order. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  correctly,  to  say  that  all  sentences  passed  by  these 
camps  were  to  be  the  result  of  a  unanimous  vote  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  regulation. 

Question.  Had  any  member  a  veto  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  one  negative  wotild  prevent  the  passage  of  any  decree. 

Question.  How  many  such  meetings  did  you  personally  attend  ? 

Answer.  I  never  was  at  but  one  in  my  life. 

Question.  Where  Avas  that  ? 

Answer.  Near  Graham  ;  about  a  mile  out  of  the  corporate  limits. 

Question.  What  action  was  taken  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  except  the  initiation  of  some  three  or  four  members. 

Question.  Was  any  punishment  decreed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  was,  I  suppose,  some  three  or  four  days  afterward. 

Question.  Have  you  personal  knowledge  of  the  voting  of  any  sentence  of  punish- 
ment ? 

Ansicer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Was  the  evidence  in  Outlaw's  case  published  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  before  the  coroner's  inquest,  you  mean  ? 

Question.  What  county  was  he  killed  in  f 

Answer.  Alamance. 

Question.  Who  was  the  prosecuting  officer  ? 

Ansicer.  J.  B.  Bulla. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  ever  took  steps  to  have  any  one  indicted  for  that 
oftense  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  ever  took  any  steps.  I  do  not  know  that  he  made  any 
eifort  before  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  Where  does  he  Jive? 

Answer.  In  Ashboro,  Randolph  County. 

Question.  Did  you  take  an  oath  in  the  Invisible  Empire? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  took  an  oath  when  I  joined  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards, 
which  was  about  the  same. 

Question.  Was  not  one  of  the  conditions  of  that  oath  entire  secrecy  in  regard  to  all  that 
was  embraced  it  it  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  death  was  the  penalty. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  since  yon  publicly  renounced  your  con- 
nection with  the  organization  and  had  disclosed  its  secrets,  you  had  been  treated  with 
coolness  by  your  former  friends? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  been  published  by  the  newspapers,  the  Sentinel  especially, 
and  some  other  papers  of  smaller  note  have  taken  some  notice  of  it.  None  have  spoken 
in  good  terms  of  me. 

Question.  Except  the  matter  of  newspaper  talk  and  partial  coolness  to  you,  have  there 
been  any  acts  of  violence  toward  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  there  has  been  no  attempt. 

Question.  Have  you  continued  to  reside  iu  the  same  place? 

Answer.  I  have. 

^«e.s/io«.  And  continued  your  avocations? 

Ansicer.  1  have  attended  very  closely  to  my  own  business.  I  have  not  mixed  in  pub- 
lic since. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  whether  these  organizations  of  which  you  have 
spoken  exist  now  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  they  do,  outside  of  my  county.  I  cannot  say  it  really  exists  as 
an  organization  in  my  own  county  now.  I  llfiuk  it  was  demoralized  by  the  interfer- 
ence there.  I  think  they  exist  in  the  adjoining  counties;  probably  in  the  State,  at 
other  places,  to  some  extent. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  that  the  elections  in  1870  were  not  impeded  by  this 
organization  in  the  counties  of  which  you  spoke  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was;  I  am  satisfied  it  was  not  in  my  county  just  at  that 
time. 

Question.  Were  you  a  candidate  at  the  last  election  ? 
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Ansicer.  No,  sir  ;  I  withdrew  from  the  canvass  at  the  time  I  was  arrested  and  after 
my  letter  was  published. 

Question.  Had  you  been  nominated  at  that  time?    Were  you  on  the  ticket? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  what  ? 

Answer.  For  State  house  of  representatives. 

Question.  When  did  you  withdraw  ? 

Answer.  About  the  26th  of  July.     I  was  arrested  on  the  15th,  and  released  on  the  19th. 

Question.  Have  you  held  consultations  with  members  of  the  republican  party  with 
respect  to  this  testimony  here  ? 

Answei:  I  have  talked  to  republicans  ahout  the  state  of  affairs  there. 

Question.  Since  your  resignation  from  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  before.  I  never  made  any  revelation  to  a  republican  or  any 
other  person  outside  of  the  organization  as  to  my  being  a  member,  or  having  anything 
to  do  about  it,  or  its  objects  or  aims,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  before  that. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Dr.  John  A.  Moore,  of  Raleigh. 

Answer.  He  lived  at  Comxiauy's  Shops;  it  was  at  Ealeigh  I  had  the  conversation 
with  him  last  winter. 

Question.  You  stated,  as  I  understood  you,  that  he  liad  informed  you  that  a  majority 
of  the  conservative  members  of  the  legislature  were  members  of  the  Invisible  Empire; 
when  was  that  conversation  ? 

Ansicer.  Some  time  last  winter  ;  I  think  in  February. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  members  of  the  present  North  Carolina  legislature? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  the  old  legislature.    We  elected  a  new  one  last  August. 

Question.  What  was  the  preponderance  of  sentiment  in  the  legislature  of  1870  ? 

Answer.  Out  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  members  of  tne  house,  only  about  forty  or 
forty-five  were  conservative.  In  the  senate,  out  of  fifty  members,  there  were  about 
thirteen  conservatives. 

Question.  Where  does  Josiah  Turner  live? 

Answer.  In  Hillsboro;  he  edits  the  Sentinel  at  Raleigh. 

Question.  Have  you  personal  knowledge  of  the  inllictiim  of  punishment  upon  any  in- 
dividual in  pursuance  of  the  sentence  of  one  of  these  organizations  ;  or  is  your  know- 
ledge derived  from  hearsay  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  1  think  Outlaw  was  hung  pursuant  to  sentence. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  ? 

Ansiver.  I  knew  that  the  organization  of  the  White  Brotherhood  hung  him. 

Question.  Were  you  then  a  member  of  it  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  vote  upon  his  case  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  that  condemned  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How,  then,  did  you  know  ? 

Ansicer.  Members  of  the  organization  who  were  present  at  the  hanging  told  me  after- 
ward that  they  were  there.     At  least  one  member  did. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  case  of  which  you  can  speak  ? 

Ansuer.  Well,  I  know  of  some  whippings  which  1  learned  from  members  of  the  or- 
ganization afterward  were  done  by  the  organization. 

Question.  What  year  were  they  if 

Answer.  In  the  year  ISb'J.    Outlaw  was  hung  in  1870. 

Question.  Da  yon  know  of  any  acts  since  Outlaw's  of  the  character  you  describe  ? 

Answer.  lu  my  own  county  I  do  not.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  were  one  or  two  whippings  I 
think,  in  the  spring,  some  time  after  Outlaw  was  hung;  directly  after  the  squad  of 
United  States  soldiers  were  sent  to  my  town.     I  think  llamilton  Bren  was  whipi^ed. 

Questio)i.  How  long  were  the  United  States  troops  stationed  there  ? 

Answer.  They  came  shortly  after  Outlaw  was  hung — about  a  week,  I  think — and  they 
were  there  regularly,  I  thiuk,  two  or  three  days  interveuiug  between  the  departure  of 
one  company  and  the  coming  of  another.  One  company  was  ordered  to  Luniberton, 
Kobeson  County,  some  time  in  September.    They  weie  there  regularly  since  September. 

Question.  Who  was  in  command? 

Answer.  The  first  company  that  came  was  in  command  of  Captain  Collins.  I  forget 
the  number  of  his  regiment.  The  next  was  in  command  of  Captain  John  A.  Andrews, 
brevet  lieutenant  colonel.     The  last  waS  in  command  of  Evan  Thomas. 

Question.  You  say  they  were  sent  to  Luniberton,  Robeson  Couuty  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  to  suppress  a  baud  of  robbers  in  that  county. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  other  organized  bands  of  men  to  commit 
violence  in  the  State  than  those  you  have  mentioned  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Either  by  hearsay  or  otherwise  ? 

Ansuier.  I  have  seen  some  publications  in  the  Sentinel  about  a  band  of  colored  men 
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who  were  burning  barns  in  Wake  County.  They  tried  them  at  a  special  session  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Wake  County  last  week,  and  they  were  acquitted.  I  did  not  pay 
much  attention  to  it.  It  was  stated  that  there  was  such  an  organization,  and,  I  believe, 
that  it  was  oath-bound.    I  have  not  read  the  evidence. 

By  the  Chaieman  : 
Question.  You  stated  that  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  of  1870  were 
republican,  and  that  Dr.  Mooro  told  you  that  a  majority  of  the  conservative  members 
of  that  legislature  were  members  of  this  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  That  is  what  I  stated.  A  republican  could  not  join  the  organization  unless 
he  violated  the  principles  he  professed. 

Question.  You  stated  that  the  meeting  at  which  you  were  initiated  was  near  Graham ; 
was  it  held  in  a  building  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  in  the  woods.  There  were,  I  think,  some  fifty  or  sixty  members 
present  when  1  got  there.  They  all  had  on  their  disguises.  I  did  not  have  any  disguise 
myself.     I  never  owued  one  or  had  one  on. 

Question.  Did  you  recognize  any  persons  in  that  disguise  ? 

Ansuer.  No,  sir;  because  their  faces  were  coAered;  the  gown  extended  to  their  feet, 
and  it  was  ornamented  about  the  head  with  horns. 

Question.  Were  they  your  neighbors  whom  you  did  know  after  you  discovered  them? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  some  of  them  took  oft"  their  disguises  in  my  jiresence. 
Question.  How  was  the  meeting  ijrotected  from  intrusion  ? 

Answer.  By  pickets.  Sentinels  were  posted  around  on  the  edge  of  the  public  road 
leading  to  Graham  and  to  the  Haw  Eiver,  about  a  mile  distant.  It  wasiu  a  thick  woods, 
and  they  posted  sentinels  in  every  direction.  The  approach  of  a  person  was  marked 
by  a  slapping  of  the  hands,  two  slaps.  If  he  was  a  member  he  would  slap  his  hands, 
.  and  he  was  answered  by  the  sentinels  from  one  to  another  till  he  came  to  the  regular 
meeting.  Candidates  were  brought  in  in  the  same  manner  by  members  of  the  organi- 
zation.    They,  of  course,  had  been  approached  about  it  before. 

Question.  Was  there  any  reference  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  any  of 
the  oaths  ? 

Answer.  In  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards,  as  I  understood,  not  in  the  oath,  but 
in  the  explanation  of  the  object,  it  was  stated  to  be  the  reestablishmeut  of  the  Consti- 
tution as  it  was,  without  the  amendments. 

Question.  Were  you  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States? 
Answer.  I  am  certain  I  was  not  in  the  White  Brotherhood,  and  I  think  they  are  not 
in  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards. 

Question.  Where  any  reference  was  made  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
what  explanation  was  made  as  to  the  meaning? 

Answer.  There  was  no  reference  whatever  made  to  it  in  the  White  Brotherhood.  In 
the  Constitutional  Union  Guards  the  object  was,  as  I  have  stated,  as  I  understand,  to 
restore  the  Constitution  as  it  was,  witthout  the  amendments  brought  about  by  the 
reconstruction  policy. 

Question.  Have  vou  any  knowledge  about  the  attempted  assassination  of  Senator 
Shoftuer? 

Answer.  Senator  Shofifner  introduced  a  bill  into  the  legislature  authorizing  the  gov- 
ernor to  declare  a  county  in  insurrection,  and  to  call  out  tlie  militia  to  suppress  raids 
and  disturbances  of  the  peace.  The  act  appears  in  the  statutes  of  1869  and  1870.  Tbe 
introduction  of  the  bill  created  considerable  indignation  among  the  members  of  the 
organization.  The  first  I  knew  about  it,  a  friend  by  the  name  of  W.  S.  Bradshaw, 
whose  aflidavit  I  thmk  appears  n  evidence,  came  to  me  one  day  in  Graham,  and  told 
me  that  sentence  had  been  passed  on  Sholiher,  and  the  Klan  would  be  at  Shoftuer's 
house  that  night  to  execute  him.  That  was  some  time  during  the  recess  of  the  legisla- 
ture for  the  Christmas  holidays.  It  adjourned  over  from  about  the  yOth  of  December 
till  the  15th  or  20th  of  January.  I  told  Bradshaw  it  ought  to  be  prevented  if  possible. 
Shortly  afterward,  I  think.  Dr.  Moore,  a  member  of  the  legislature,  came  into  town, 
and  I  told  him  about  it.  He  consulted  with  me,  and  finally  agreed  to  get  on  his  horse 
that  night  and  go  in  the  direction  in  which  the  men  were  coming,  and  turn  them  off 
by  telling  them  that  Shoftuer  had  gone  to  Greensboro.  Dr.  Moore  did  go,  and  he  after- 
ward informed  me  that  he  met  the  parties  and  i^revailed  on  a  man  by  the  name  of 
James  Bradshaw  to  tell  them  that  Shoftuer  was  in  Greensboro,  and  that  his  wife  was 
in  a  precarious  condition,  about  giving  birth  to  a  child,  and  by  various  arguments  and 
reasonings  he  induced  them  to  go  back.  He  t«ld  me  he  knew  three  of  the  men  in  the 
crowd.  One  was  F.  N.  Strudwick,  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  Orange;  and  an- 
other was  A.  Hegepath,  of  Hillsboro. 

Quest^n.  Mr.  Shoftner,  consequently,  was  not  killed  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir.  I  have  learned  since  that  he  was  actually  in  Greensboro.  I  did 
not  know  it  at  the  time.  Captain  E.  S.  Enliss,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Union  Guards,  stated  in  his  examination  before  the  justice  that  he  hi.-ard  of  the 
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same  eifort  being  made  to  murder  him  that  night,  and  he  carried  him  to  Greensboro; 
induced  him  to  go. 

Question.  Did  any  members  of  the  organization  make  any  statement  about  their 
knowledge  of  or  participation  in  the  murder  of  Outlaw? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir.  I  stated  before  that  James  Bradshaw  told  me  he  was  along  with 
the  crowd  that  murdered  him. 

Question.  Did  you  know  him  to  be  a  member  of  the  organization? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  person — a  man  named  White  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  White;  he  was  quite  a  youth.  I  do 
not  recollect  that  I  ever  saw  him  before  he  spoke  to  me  about  it.  Directly  after  the 
soldiers  came  there  (I  suppose  be  had  learned  that  I  was  a  member)  he  came  up  to  me 
on  the  street  and  said,  "I  understaud  the  officer  here  has  got  the  names  of  sixteen  of 
us  boys  that  were  here  the  other  day."  I  understood  him  to  refer  to  the  night  Outlaw 
was  liung.  I  told  him  I  had  not  had  any  intimation  of  the  kind.  I  did  not  know  that 
such  was  the  case.     That  was  the  only  conversation  I  had  with  him. 

Question.  Do  j'ou  know  where  Bradshaw  is  now  ? 

Answer.  He  went  West ;  but  he  is  at  home  now,  in  Alamance  County,  or  was,  so  I 
■was  informed.     I  have  not  seen  him. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  speak  of  AVhite  being  a  mere  youth.  How  young  were  boys  permitted 
to  join  this  organization? 

Ansuer.  Really,  I  do  not  know.  I  think  he  w^as  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  old.  He 
lived  iu  the  country,  and  I  had  not  been  acquainted  with  him.  I  thiuk  he  was  as 
young  a  man  as  I  knew  that  belonged  to  It.  I  did  know  one  young  man  who  belonged 
to  it  in  another  section  of  the  country,  by  the  name  of  McMurray. 

Question.  By  the  rule  of  the  organization,  did  youths  of  his  age  become  members? 

Answer,  There  was  no  iuquiry  as  to  age.  I  am  satistied,  however,  that  a  mere  youth 
"would  not  have  been  taken  in. 

Question.  How  old  was  this  one  ? 

Answer.  About  eighteen  or  niueteen. 

Question.  Did  yon  take  any  part  in  the  war  on  either  side? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  in  the  confederate  army  three  years;  about  eighteen  months 
in  the  infantry  service  and  about  the  same  length  of  time  in  the  cavalry.  1  belonged 
to  the  First  regiment,  Gene  ral  Burringer's  brigade,  Company  H. 

By  the  Ciiaikm.vx: 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know,  what  is  your  belief  as  to  the  proportion  of  persons  in 
this  organizaiiou  who  were  soldiers  in  the  confederate  service  ? 

Ansiver.  Really,  now-,  the  majority.  Nearly  every  man  in  the  country  was  a  soldier 
in  the  army,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty. 

Question.  Am  the  majority  of  i)ersous  iu  the  organization  confederate  soldiers? 

Answer.  I  take  it  to  be  .so,  simply  because  a  majority  of  the  men  were  in  the  confed- 
erate service  in  some  way,  either  in  the  junior  or  senior  reserves,  or  regular  service. 

In  corroboration  of  this  testimony,  we  refer  to  the  evidence  taken  in 
tlie  examination  before  Jud^i;e  Thomas,  in  the  Lenoir  County  eases,  com- 
municated in  the  President's  message,  and  to  the  testimony  before  your 
committee  of  W.  S.  Bradshaw,  J.  W.  Long,  Thomas  F.  WilHford,  Lucien 
II.  Murray,  and  George  W.  llogers,  all  of  whom  were  members  of  the 
organization.  The  oath,  of  which  the  substance  is  given  in  IMr.  Boyd's 
testimony,  is  as  follows  : 

You  solemnly  swear  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  that  you  will  never  reveal  the 
name  of  the  person  who  initiated  you ;  and  that  you  will  never  reveal  what  is  now 
about  to  come  to  your  knowledge  ;  and  that  you  are  not  now  a  member  of  the  Red 
String  Order,  Union  League,  Heroes  of  America,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  or  any 
otlier  organization  whose  aiui  and  intention  is  to  destroy  the  rights  of  the  South,  or  of 
the  States,  or  of  the  people,  or  to  elevate  the  negro  to  a  political  equality  with  your- 
self; and  that  you  are  opposed  to  all  such  principles:  So  help  you  God. 

You  furtlier  swear  before  Almighty  God  that  you  will  be  true  to  the  principles  of  this 
brotlKU'hood  and  the  meuibers  thereof;  anil  that  you  will  never  reveal  any  of  the  secrets, 
orders,  acts,  or  edicts,  and  that  you  wdl  never  make  known  to  any  person,  not  a  known 
member  of  this  brotherhood,  that  you  area  member  ycmrself,  or  who  are  members  ;  and 
that  you  will  never  assist  in  initiating,  or  allow  to  be  initiated,  if  you  can  prevent 
it,  anyone  belonging  to  the  Red  String  Order,  Uniou  League,  Heroes  of  America,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  or  any  one  holding  radical  views  or  opinions  ;  and  sliould  any 
member  of  this  i)rotherhooJ,  or  their  fixmilies,  be  in  danger,  you  will  inform  them  of 
their  danger,  aud,  if  necessary,  you  will  go  to  their  assistance;  and  that  you  will  oppose 
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all  radicals  and  negroes  in  all  of  their  political  designs  ;  and  that  should  any  radical 
or  negro  impose  on,  abuse,  or  injure  any  member  of  this  brotherhood,  you  will  assist  in 
punishing  him  in  any  manner  the  camp  may  direct. 

You  further  swear  that  you  will  obey  all  calls  and  summonses  of  the  chief  of  your 
camp  or  brotherhood,  should  it  be  in  your  power  so  to  do. 

Given  upon  this,  your  obligation,  that  you  will  never  give  the  word  of  distress  unless 
yoti  are  in  great  need  of  assistance ;  and  should  you  hear  it  given  by  any  brother,  you 
will  fo  to  his  or  their  assistance  ;  and  should  any  member  reveal  any  of  the  secrets, 
acts,  orders,  or  edicts  of  the  brotherhood,  you  will  assist  in  punishing  him  in  any  way 
the  camp  may  direct  or  ajij^rove  of:  So  help  you  God. 

With  this  testimony  and  the  terras  of  this  oath  before  him,  no  reason- 
able man  can  doubt  that  the  purpose  of  this  organization  was  political; 
and  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  witnesses  to  give  it  the  character  of 
a  league  simply  for  the  protection  of  person  and  property,  can  be  viewed 
only  as  an  additional  evidence  of  the  extent  to  which  its  demoralizing 
effect  and  influence  have  been  carried,  or  of  their  ignorance  of  its  real 
character. 

It  is  to  be  noticed  that,  after  enjoining  secrecy,  the  first  requisite  to 
membership  is  that  the  novitiate  is  not  a  member  of  the  ''lied  String" 
order  or  of  the  "Heroes  of  America."  Bearing  in  mind  that  this  order 
(Heroes  of  America)  was  opposed  to  the  rebellion,  that  its  members 
were  charged  with  treason  against  the  confederacy,  and  that  it  had  for 
its  object  "adherence  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the 
restoration  of  the  Union,"  it  follows  that  the  spirit  of  the  organization 
into  which  men  are  admitted  under  this  oath  is  that  of  the  rebellion,  and 
that  it  refuses  fellowship  to  those  who  were  true  to  the  United  States. 

The  second  requisite  is  that  ai)plicants  are  not  members  of  the  Union 
League.  Taking  the  objects  of  the  League,  as  given  in  the  testimony,  it 
is  clear  that  no  member  of  it  could  be  admitted  into  this  order;  and  that 
an  obligation  "to  be  true  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
to  the  constitution  of  JNorth  Carolina,  and  to  support  and  defend  them," 
disqualified  the  man  who  had  taken  it  for  membership  in  the  "  White 
Brotherhood." 

The  third  requisite  is  that  the  candidate  is  not  a  member  of  the 
"Grand  Army  of  the  Republic;"  so  that  the  soldiers  of  the  Union  Army 
cannot  be  admitted  into  it.  In  the  light  of  this  requirement  it  is  not  at. 
all  singular  timt  the  revelation  should  be  made  that  the  majority  of  its 
members  had  been  soldiers  in  the  rebel  army. 

The  next  assertion,  guarding  against  any  other  possible  organization 
similar  to  those  named,  is  that  they,  "  the  Heroes  of  America,"  the 
"Union  League,"  and  "the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,"  have  the 
aim  and  intention  "to  destroy  the  rights  of  the  South,  or  of  the  States, 
or  of  the  people,  or  to  elevate  the  negro  to  a  political  equality  with"  the 
white  man.  Asserting  this,  the  man  initiated  is  sworn  that  he  is  opposed 
to  all  such  principles.  As  if  this  were  not  enough,  the  obligation  is 
made  express  that  no  member  of  these  organizations,  or  "any  one 
holding  radical  views  or  opinions  "  shall  be  allowed  to  be  initiated.  The 
further  obligation  to  "  oppose  all  radicals  and  negroes  in  all  of  their  ])o- 
litical  designs,"  some  members  of  the  order  stated  they  did  not  remem- 
ber. But  whether  it  was  a  part  of  the  obligation  or  not,  the  eflect  of 
the  preceding  obligation  leads  to  that  result. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  pursue  the  argument  further,  nor  to  cite  from 
the  evidence  to  show  that  an  organization,  itself  secret,  which  by  the 
terms  of  its  oath  excludes  all  members  of  one  political  party,  and  mem- 
bers of  other  secret  societies  whose  objects  were  to  protect  and  preserve 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  is  of  a  political  character.  What 
is  that  political  character?  The  testimony  is  uniform  that  none  but 
members  of  the  democratic  or  conservative  party  in  the  State  of  JS^orth 
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Carolina  joined  it.  This  being  the  case,  the  members  and  iiress  of  the 
political  party  which,  according  to  the  testimony  quoted,  had  forty  thou- 
sand of  its  adherents  enrolled  in  these  camps,  would  be,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  under  great  temi)tation  to  palliate  their  offenses  or  to  withhold 
denunciations  when  crimes  were  charged  against  them.  To  show  how 
this  subject  is  viewed,  we  give  the  testimony  of  several  gentlemen  of 
high  standing  in  opposite  political  parties,  in  their  own  words.  Judge 
Battle,  a  leading  member  of  the  bar,  a  conservative,  and  a  well-known 
citizen  of  Korth  Carolina,  who  was  counsel  for  iirisoners  arrested  as 
members  of  the  "Ku-Klux  Klan"  ui)on  their  application  to  be  dis- 
charged upon  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  states  in  reference  to  the  hear- 
ing upon  those  writs  as  follows : 

Question.  Was  not  the  appearing  of  these  parties  before  these  judges  looked  upon  as 
involving  a  partisan  question  ? 

Answa:  Well,  it  came  immediately  after  the  application  for  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus, and  the  people  had  become  greatly  excited.  It  a.ssumed,  therefore,  somewhat  of 
a  party  character. 

Question.  Was  it  not  looked  upon  as  involving  the  relative  position  of  the  parties  in 
the  State  Avith  regard  to  the  Ku-Klux  organization?  Was  not  that  the  tone  in  which 
the  public  sentiment  ran  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  can  liardly  answer  tliat  question. 

Question.  In  other  words,  was  it  not  looked  upon  in  this  light:  that  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  conservative  party  cither  sought  to  screen  or  excuse  these  outrages,  while 
those  of  the  repul)lican  i)arty  sought  to  bring  them  to  justice  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  tluit  was  charged;  I  cannot  say  that  it  was  so. 

Question.  It  is  for  the  very  purpose  of  getting  your  candid  opinion  of  the  fact  that  I 
pnt  the  <|nesti()ii.  Taking  the  lca<ling  men  and  the  leading  presses  of  the  conservative 
organi/aliou  of  North  Carolina,  can  you  say  that  they  unequivocally  and  unhesi- 
tatingly denounced  these  outrages  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  know  that  they  did  to  some  extent;  and  I  know  that  they  were 
charged  with  not  doing  it  to  a  sufficient  extent. 

Question.  Taking  the  leading  men  and  presses  of  the  republican  organization,  did 
they  unequivocally  and  unhesitatingly  denounce  these  outrages? 

Ansiver.  They  did. 

Question.  Then  any  support  or  apology  that  the  organization  or  its  outrages  had  was 
from  the  conservative  jtarty  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  defending  them.  I  grant  that  they  were  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  acting  against  the  Union  League.     I  believe  one  produced  the  other. 

Question.  That  was  the  ground  taken  in  ajiology  for  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Judge  Settle,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  a  republican, 
testifies  on  the  same  subject  as  follows : 

Question.  What  is  the  expression  of  public  sentiment  with  reference  to  these  out- 
rages ?    Is  there  any  division  ;  and  if  so,  how  is  the  sentiment  divided  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,' a  great  many  of  all  parties  condemn  the  outrages;  but,  strange  to 
say,  a  great  many  of  our  best  people  seem  to  think  that  it  is  right.  They  say,  if  it  was 
not  lor  the  Kn-Khix,  they  could  not  have  anything  in  their  corn-cribs  or  smoke-houses, 
and  that  the  Ku-Klux  are  their  only  protection.  I  have  heard  of  some  of  the  tirst  ladies 
in  the  State  using  those  expressions.  A  great  many  say  they  thank  God  that  the  Ku- 
Klux  are  there,  or  use  such  expressions  as  that. 

Question.  Is  it  your  belief  that  the  organizations  are  encouraged  by  the  idea  that 
they  have  the  support  of  either  of  the  political  parties,  as  a  party  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  doubt  the  fact  that  all  the  members  of  it  that  we  know 
or  hav(!  ever  heard  of  belong  to  one  party.  I  should  dislike  very  niuch  to  believe  that 
all  of  the  same  party  were  members  of  it,  or  even  api)r<>ved  of  it ;  in  fact,  I  know  they 
do  not.  I  believe  the  mo.st  effi(!ient  aid  I  had  in  Rockingham  Couuty,  in  sto[)ping  this 
thing,  eighteen  months  ago,  came  from  a  democrat.  I  think  the  speech  of  Governor 
Reid,  who  is  an  ex-Seuator  of  the  United  States,  had  more  to  do  with  stopping  it  than 
anything  I  did. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Was  he  a  democrat? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  leading  democrat  of  the  State.  He  denounced  the  movement, 
and  told  them  they  would  put  every  man's  life  and  property  at  the  mercy  of  the  mob 
if  persisted  in.     But  he  is  an  exception. 
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By  the  Chair:man  : 

Question.  Give  ns  your  belief  as  to  the  true  position  of  the  political  organizations 
with  reference  to  this  organization. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  must  think  that  the  present  democratic  party  there,  judging  from 
the  circumstances,  are  encouraging  it.  I  do  not  think  it  is  accidental.  In  the  course 
of  our  investigation  last  summer  it  leaked  out  in  the  testimony  that  Hamilton  C.  Jones, 
present  member  of  the  legislature,  gave  the  signs  of  the  Invisible  Empire  to  James  E. 
Boyd,  who  was  then  a  democratic  candidate  for  the  house  of  commons  for  Alamance 
County.  Dr.  Moore,  also,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  previous  house,  gave  the 
signs  of  the  Invisible  Empire.  Mr.  Boyd  had  belonged  to  the  White  Brotherhood,  and 
this  was  a  new  organization  to  make  it  more  compact,  it  was  said.  After  Dr.  Moore 
had  given  the  signs  to  Mr.  Boyd  they  walked  down  to  the  Yarboro  Hotel  and  went 
into  the  room  of  Colonel  Jones,  who  also  gave  Mr.  Boyd  the  signs.  It  was  not  proved 
that  they  were  members,  but  Mr.  Boyd  said  in  his  testimony ^hat  Mr.  Jarvis  was  iu 
the  room  when  Hamilton  C.  Jones  gave  him  the  signs.  It  was  further  stated  by  Mr. 
Boyd  that  he  learned  from  Dr.  Moore  that  Frederick  N.  Strudwick,  a  grandson  of  a. 
former  chief  justice,  Frederick  Nash,  was  on  his  way  to  assassinate  Senator  Shoffner, 
whj  had  introduced  the  stringent  militia  bill.  Well,  at  the  next  session  of  the  legis- 
lature, Mr.  Jarvis  was  made  speaker.  He  is  speaker  of  the  present  house.  No  person 
swore  positively  that  Mr.  Jarvis  was  a  member  of  the  organization,  but  Mr.  Boyd  swore 
that  Dr.  Moore  informed  him  that  Jarvis  was  a  member,  and  that  Jarvis  was  in 
the- room  when  Jones  gave  the  signs.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  senate, 
and  Judge  Warren,  who  is  presiding  officer,  being  in  feeble  health,  Mr.  Jones  frequently 
presides  in  that  body.  It  is  notorious  that  the  resolution  of  impeachment  of  Governor 
Holden  was  passed  in  caucus.  Mr.  Strudwick  was  charged  with  Introducing,  and  did 
introduce,  the  resolution.  He  was  also  prominent  in  bringing  forward  a  bill,  which 
passed,  and  became  a  law  forthwith,  to  repeal  the  act  which  had  been  i)assed,  intro- 
duced by  Jlr.  Shoflner.  I  draw  from  these  facts  the  inference  that  the  legislature  must 
be  controlled  by  those  men  who  were  honored  by  the  party,  and  who  were  elected  last 
summer  as  members  of  the  party,  and  I  think  that  is  the  general  opinion. 

Quesliou.  Do  I  understand  you,  then,  to  say  that  the  weight  of  what  is  known  as  the 
conservative  or  democratic  party  at  present  gives  encouragement  to  this  organization^ 
and  that  those  of  that  party  who  denounce  it  are  exceptions  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  general  oj)inion  there. 

Mr,  Byuum,  a  district  solicitor,  testifies  on  this  subject  as  follows : 

Question.  Do  the  political  parties  divide  in  their  sentiments  in  regard  to  the  out 
rages  committed  by  this  organization,  or  do  those  of  the  same  political  party  differ 
with  each  other  in  regard  to  them  ?    Give  us  the  true  state  of  feeling  on  that  subject 

Ansiver.  1  think  the  republican  party  as  a  party  are  universally  opposed  to  these 
Klaus  ;  they  are  regarded  by  them  as  confined  to  the  democratic  party,  or  the  con- 
servative party,  as  it  is  called  there.  The  conservative  party  are  divided  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  think  the  respectable  portion  of  that  party  discountenance  these  outrages.  1 
think  none  of  them  openly  give  them  countenance.  But  I  think  these  organizations 
are  generally  confined  to  the  most  worthless  class  of  society.  The  difficulty  with  mo 
has  been  that  I  apprehend  they  are  tacitly  countenanced  by  the  conservative  party, 
who  are  willing  to  derive  the  benefits  that  may  result  from  their  operations. 

Having  thus  spoken  of  the  secret  i)olitical  societies,  the  other  branch 
of  the  question  is  to  be  answered :  What  crimes  and  outrages  have 
been  committed  by  them  ? 

iNothiug  is  alleged  against  the  "  Heroes  of  America,"  or  "  Eed  String  " 
order,  except  treason  against  the  southern  confederacy. 

Although  the  intrusion  of  the  members  of  the  "Grand  Army  of 
the  Eepublic"  into  the  "White  Brotherhood"  is  guarded  against, 
there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  organization  of  the  "Grand 
Army  of  the  Eepublic  "  exists  or  has  existed  in  the  State  of  iSTorth  Car- 
olina ;  nor  does  any  evidence  appear  that  it  is  a  political  organization  j 
nor  has  any  other  complaint  appeared  against  it  than  its  alleged  inter- 
ference with  the  rights  of  the  South,  or  of  the  States,  which  may  be 
inferred  from  the  terms  of  the  oath  of  the  "  White  Brotherhood." 

A  band  of  outlaws,  organized  for  plunder,  and  with  no  political  purpose, 
consisting  of  a  few  mulattoes,  in  a  settlement  called  Scuftleton,  is  shown 
to  have  existed  in  Eobeson  County. 

That  individual  members  of  the  League  have  violated  the  laws  there 
is  no  doubt.  That  they  were  arrested,  identified,  tried,  convicted,  and 
II 
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pimislied  by  the  regular  administration  of  law  in  the  courts,  is  testified 
to  by  men  of  all  parties.  Crime  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in. 
pursuance  of  an  organized  movement  among  the  colored  people  recently 
in  Chatham  County,  and  also  in  Wake  County,  where  barns  and  perhaps 
other  buildings  were  burned.  In  those  cases  the  offenders  have  been 
arrested  and  are  held  for  trial. 

W.  S.  Bradshaw,  a  most  unwilling  witness,  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux 
organization,  who  spoke  of  the  offenses  of  the  negroes  as  a  reason  for 
the  establishment  of  the  Ku-Klnx  order,  upon  cross-examination  testified 
as  follows.  Having  spoken  of  a  negro  boy  who  was  convicted  and  hanged, 
the  question  was  put: 

Question.  Was  there  any  trouble  in  convicting  negroes  "when  they  were  arrested  and 
tried  for  offenses  of  that  kind,  with  the  evidence  against  them  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  What  justification,  then,  was  there  for  the  formation  of  the  White  Brother- 
hood if  the  law  could  be  executed  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  that  was  just  alleged  as  a  reason. 

Question.  Was  it  alleged  as  a  pretext  ? 

Aiisivcr.  And  then  it  was  argued  by  some  that  whenever  they  were  tried  and  con- 
victed they  were  pardoned  by  the  governor. 

Question.  That  man  that  was  hanged  was  not  pardoned,  was  he  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  about  the  other  man  ? 

Answer.  The  other  man  was  never  tried. 

Question.  Then  was  anybody  pardoned  in  your  county? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.     I  cannot  remember  the  names. 

Question.  Was  there  any  negro  tried  and  convicted  in  your  county  and  pardoned  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  this  allegation  about  protecting  yourselves  from  the  wrongs  of  the 
negroes  a  mere  pretext  for  that  organization  ?    AVas  there  anything  real  in  it  1 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  do  you  believe  about  it  ? 

Answer.  My  own  opinion  about  it  was  that  the  civil  law  could  always  be  executed. 

Question.  And  tliat  there  was  no  reason  to  justify  the  organization  of  that  society  for 
that  purpose  ?     What  do  you  say  to  that  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  that  is  my  opinion.  I  think  the  civil  law  could  always  be  exe- 
cuted iu  my  county  at  any  time. 

The  offenses  charged  against  the  Ku-Klux  (and  we  use  that  terra  to 
cover  the  three  associations  Avhose  purposes  and  modes  of  operation 
are  shown  to  have  been  the  same,  and  concealed  under  this  name) 
are  numerous.  The  message  of  the  President  contains  documents  tend- 
ing to  sliow  the  existence  of  this  organization  in  Stokes  County  as  early 
as  the  fall  of  18G7 ;  it  being  alleged  that  tobacco  traders  and  distillers  who 
evaded  the  revenue  laws  were  the  first  to  introduce  it  there,  and  that 
the  whipping  of  negroes,  and  threats  of  violence  to  prominent  men,  be- 
cause of  their  ])olitical  opinions,  soon  after  commenced.  Up  to  the  27th 
of  October,  1S70,  twenty-one  cases  of  whipping  and  shooting  are  reported 
as  having  occurred  in  Lincoln  County.  From  the  1st  of  December,  18G8, 
to  the  2LM  of  December,  1870,  a  list  of  thirty-eight  cases  is  furnished, 
as  having  occurred  in  Alamance  County,  embracing  two  of  murder, 
one  of  mutilation,  many  of  whipping,  threats  of  violence,  &c. 

The  same  message  also  communicates  the  preliminary  examination 
before  Judge  Thomas,  of  the  third  judicial  district,  at  Newbern,  in  the 
cases  of  the  Lenoir  County  i)risoners,  charged  with  conspiracy.  The 
testimony,  taken  on  cross-examination,  shows  the  existence  of  the  "  Ku- 
Klux"  organization  in  Lenoir  and  Greene  Counties  in  April,  18U9;  that 
the  death  of  Sheriff  Colgrove  was  voted  in  one  of  their  meetings,  be- 
cause he  assisted  to  arrest  one  Ilines,  a  member  of  that  order  ;  that  he 
was  murdered  in  imrsuance  of  that  decree,  in  April,  1809;  that  Ilines, 
with  anotlier  member  of  the  order  who  was  confined  in  jail  with  him, 
«^as  forcibly  released  from  the  jail  at  Kinston,  by  his  fellow-members;  that 
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in  January,  1809,  entrance  to  the  same  jail  was  procured  by  a  stratagem 
practiced  upon  the  keeper,  and  four  men  who  were  there  charged  with 
crimes  were  taken  out,  and  two  or  more  of  them  were  murdered. 

The  testimony  of  witnesses  before  your  committee  relates  to  the  same 
proceedings  that  are  thus  referred  to  in  the  message  of  the  President, 
besides  many  cases  not  therein  referred  to. 

It  has  been  impossible  to  gather  from  the  instances  scattered  through- 
out the  testimony  an  entirely  accurate  list  of  the  outrages  that  have  been 
committed.  In  many  instances  numbers  of  cases  are  mentioned  as  hav- 
ing occurred  in  a  given  locality,  without  giving  the  names  or  dates. 
Starting  with  the  cases  in  Lincoln  County,  the  following  are  si)ecifically 
referred  to  as  having  occurred  in  other  counties : 

LINCOLN'  COUNTY. 

Harriet  Qnickcl,  black,  whipped  and  shot. 

Sam  Ward,  wife,  and  daughter,  black,  whipped. 

Rutiis  Friday  aud  wife,  black,  whipped. 

James  Falls,  black,  whipped. 

Charles  Sumuer,  black,  whipped  and  robbed  of  $15. 

John  Connely,  black,  whipjied  and  shot. 

William  Magbee,  black,  robbed  in  the  woods  of  all  his  money. 

Reuben  Litton,  black,  whipped  and  shot. 

Jerry  Wood,  black,  whii^ped  and  drove  from  home  ;  life  threatened  if  he  returned. 

J.  Barringer,  black,  whipped  and  drove  from  home;  life  threatened  if  he  returned. 

Rufas  Bindhardt,  black,  whipped  and  shot  dangerously. 

E.  Wilfong,  black,  whipped  and  shot  dangerously. 

Peter  Hoover,  black,  whipped. 

Lawson  Friday,  black,  wlii]3ped  and  shot. 

S.  Mot2,  black,  whipped. 

John  Miller,  white,  whipped  and  shot. 

Adeline  Fisher,  white,  whipped. 

Mary  Fisher,  white,  whipped. 

Sally  Fisher,  white,  whipped. 

J.  McMellen,  white,  whipped. 

Jeff  Herndon,  black,  house  robbed  of  two  guns. 

ALAItfANCE   COUNTY. 

Wyatt  Outlaw,  colored,  hung. 

William  Puryear,  colored,  drowned. 

Caswell  Hall,  colored,  whipped  aud  shot. 

Murphy  Reeves,  white,  shot. 

Hamilton  Bren,  colored,  whipped. 

Joseph  Harney,  colored,  whipped. 

Squire  Alston,  colored,  whipped. 

William  Harniday,  white,  whipped. 

Alonzo  B.  Corliss,  white,  whipped. 

John  Riugstalf,  white,  whipped. 

Leonard  Rippy,  white,  whipped. 

Sandy  Sellars,  colored,  whipped. 

Nathan  Trollinger,  colored,  whipped. 

William  Simpson,  white,  whipped. 

Anthony  Foster,  white,  whipped. 

Polly  Gappins  and  daughter,  whitOj  whipped. 

John  Baron,  white,  whipped. 

T.  SiddcU,  white,  whipped. 

George  Rippy,  colored,  whipped. 

Andy  Shaffner,  colored,  whipped. 

Eli  Outlaw,  colored,  whipped. 

Lily  Alston,  colored,  Avhipped. 

Alfred  White,  colored,  whipped. 

Arch.  Duke,  colored,  whixiped.  jt 

Don  Worth,  colored,  whipped.  GovCi. 

James  Cole,  colored,  whipped.  r. 

John  Overman,  white,  whipped*  -  -xCIOrwaru 

John  Bass,  colored,  whipped. 

John  Foust,  colored,  whipped. 
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Amos  Forsliea,  colored,  whipped. 

Henry  Holt,  colored,  whipped. 

Levi  Eickey,  colored,  whipped. 

Alvis  Pichard,  white,  whipped. 

Lizzie  Elmore,  white,  whipped. 

Clay  Thompson,  colored,  whipped. 

James  Long,  colored,  whipped. 

Bill  Long,  colored,  whipped. 

Porter  Mabem,  colored,  whipped. 

John  Baron,  white,  whipped. 

Monroe  Freeland,  colored,  whipped. 

Hamilton  Puryear,  colored,  whipped. 

Harney  Albright,  colored,  whipped.  ** 

Moses  Albright,  colored,  whipped. 

Lindsay  Kiunery,  colored,  whipped. 

John  Albright,  colored,  whipped. 

Sally  Holt  and  daughter,  white,  whipped. 

John  Linins,  white,  whipped. 

Alfred  Hart  well,  colored,  whipped. 

Thomas  Foust,  colored,  whipiied. 

Matilda  Foust,  colored,  whipped. 

Rachel  Foust,  colored,  whix>iied. 

Alfred  White,  colored,  whipped. 

Duncan  Hazel,  colored,  whipped. 

John  White,  colored,  whipx^ed. 

CATAWBA  COUNTY. 

Newton  Willfong,  colored,  whipped  and  shot. 

A.  L.  Ramsour,  white,  whipped. 

Elijah  Finger,  colored,  whipped. 

Newton  Killian,  colored,  whipped. 

Sidney  Mutts,  c(dorcd,  whipped. 

Lawson  Blackburn,  colored,  whipped. 

George  Conly,  colored,  whipped. 

Jim  Coulter,  colored,  whipped. 

Robert  Sawyer,  colored,  whipped. 

Rufus  Rhinehart,  colored,  whipped. 

Steven  Warlich,  colored,  whipi)ed. 

Isaac  Robinson,  colored,  whipped. 

Daniel  Bulliuger,  white,  wlii[)pod. 

Letty  Willfong,  white,  whipped. 

Maria  Probst,  white,  whi])ped. 

Bob  RoVtinson,  colored,  whipped. 

Michael  Petrie,  white,  whipped. 

Peter  Young,  white,  whipi)ed. 

Mahala  Willfong,  white,  whipped. 

Johu  Fowler,  white,  wJjipped. 

William  Hall,  white,  whipped. 

Henry  Bost,  white,  whipped. 

Mouy  Carpenter,  white,  robbed. 


WMtficld,  colored,  shot. 
Jones,  colored,  shot. 


CEAVEN8  COUNTY. 


CASWELL  COUNTY. 


J.  W.  Stevens,  white,  shot. 
Samuel  Allen,  colored,  whipped. 
Jones,  wliite,  whipjjed. 

CBtATHAM  COUNTY. 
Burke.^>^n'*^e,  whipped. 


Charles  Bri3|;  inpiite,  whipped. 
Tlv'^    ,        '*^e,  whipped. 

Luke  Atoly  releaseu  -shipped. 

Jhtj 


ipped. 
Wright|  l,  whii^ped. 
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JOISTES   COUNTY. 

Sheriff  Colgrove,  white,  shot  and  killed. 
Justice  Shepherd,  white,  shot  and  killed. 

Grant,  colored,  shot  and  killed. 

Worley,  colored,  whipped. 

ORANGE  COUNTY. 

William  Guy,  colored,  hung. 
Cyrus  Guy,  colored,  hung. 

Wood,  colored,  hung. 

Jefferson  Morrow,  colored,  hung. 
Daniel  Morrow,  colored,  hung. 
Inmates  of  poor-house,  colored,  hung. 

ROCKINGHAM  COU^NTY. 

Mary  Lomax,  colored,  killed. 

Watt  Richardson,  colored,  whipped. 

Lindsey  Poindexter,  whipped. 


RUTHERFORD  COUNTY. 


Almon  Owens,  white,  whipped. 
Nelson  Barge,  colored,  whipped. 
Ibby  Jinkins,  colored,  whipped. 
Dick  Bean,  colored,  whipped. 


WAKE  COUNTY. 


Dicey  Johnson,  colored,  whipped. 
Sam  Clemens,  colored,  whipped. 
Squire  SorreU,  colored,  whipped. 


OTHER  COUNTIES. 


Brooks,  (Madison  County,)  colored,  whipped. 


Jordan  Alexander,  (Yancey  County,)  colored,  whipped. 

Raiford,  (Cumberland  County,)  white,  whipped. 

Gates,  (Cleveland  County,)  white,  whipped. 

Besides  tliese  specific  cases  of  outrages,  the  testimony  refers  in  gen- 
eral terms  to  others  committed  in  Moore,  Chatham,  Person,  Buncombe, 
Surry,  Yadkin,  Davie,  Stokes,  Kobeson,  Sampson,  Duplin,  Lenoir,  and 
Gaston  Counties. 

This  list  of  crimes  suggests  the  question  whether  they  were  commit- 
ted by  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  and  by  its  direction  or 
with  its  countenance.  The  testimony  already  quoted  and  referred  to 
shows  that  in  many  instances  the  murders  and  whippings  of  men  were 
exx)ressly  voted  upon  in  their  meetings,  and  executed  by  the  members. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  a  disclosure  of  their  secret  proceedings  in- 
curs the  penalty  of  death,  and  that  of  all  other  secrets,  such  as  involve 
the  members  in  the  guilt  of  assassination,  murder,  and  violence  would 
be  most  sacredly  guarded,  it  is  remarkable,  not  that  so  little  evidence 
has  been  procured  bearing  upon  particular  cases,  but  rather  that  any 
should  have  been  elicited.  Members  of  the  order,  unwilling  to  go  into 
details,  have,  however,  stated  enough  in  a  general  confession  to  author- 
ize the  belief  that  this  organization,  by  whatever  pretense  men  were 
induced  to  enter  it,  stopped  short  of  no  means,  however  criminal,  to 
accomplish  its  purpose. 

The  following  is  the  statement  referred  to  by  Mr.  Boyd  as  prepared 
and  signed  by  members  of  the  order  in  Alamance  County  abont  the 
time  the  State  militia  were  sent  to  that  county  by  Governor  Holden  ; 
and  that  the  difficulty  of  procuring  candid,  straightforward  testimony 
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from  many  who  have  been  connected  with  this  order  may  be  seen,  we 
refer  (without  quoting)  to  the  evidence  of  W.  S.  Bradshaw,  whose  name 
is  attached  to  it,  (pp.  298,  299,)  as  to  how  he  authorized  it  to  be  put  there 
after  a  denial  that  he  signed  it : 

Alamaxce  County,  July  28, 1870. 
We,  tlie  imdersignecl,  citizens  of  Alamance  County,  do  hereby  ackno^Yledge  that  wo 
have  been  members  of  an  organization  in  said  county  known  to  the  public  as  tho 
Ku-Khix  Klau,  but  known  to  the  members  thereof  as  tlie  White  Brotherhood,  or  Con- 
stitutional Union  Guard. 

This  organization  in  the  outset,  as  we  understood  it,  was  purely  political,  and  for 
the  mutual  in'otection  of  the  members  thereof  and  their  families  ;  but,  since  joining, 
we  have  been  pained  to  know  that,  while  the  objects  of  the  organization  were  to  attain 
certain  political  ends,  the  means  used  and  resorted  to  were  such  as  would  shock  a  civ- 
ilized and  enlightened  people.  And  we  hereby  publicly  and  independently  dissolve 
our  connection  with  this  organization,  and  call  upon  upright  and  law-abiding  citizens 
everywhere  to  do  the  same  thing,  knowing,  as  we  do,  that  unless  the  crimes  which 
have  been  committed  by  this  organization  can  be  piit  a  stop  to,  and  the  organization 
itself  entirely  broken  up,  civil  liberty  and  personal  safety  are  at  an  end  in  this  county, 
and  life  and  property  and  everything  else  will  soon  be  at  the  mercy  of  an  organized 
mob. 

We  intend  to  See  that  the  signs,  grips,  and  pass-words  of  this  organization  are  fully 
exposed,  together  with  the  jilans  of  operations,  &c.,  so  that  the  peoxde  everywhere  may 
see  with  their  own  eyes. 

In  making  these  confessions  we  have  implicated  no  one  but  ourselves,  but  we  hope 
that  our  friends  will  take  warning,  from  what  has  transpired  within  tbo  last  few  days,, 
and  immediately  witlidraw  from  organizations  such  as  we  have  mentioned,  and  assist 
U8  and  all  other  good  citizens  in  restoring  peace  and  good  order  in  our  county. 

Ci.KMENT  C.  CuuTis.  D.  D.  Teague. 

James  E.  Bovd.  A.  J.  Patterson. 

robeht  h.vnner.  j.  a.  j.  patterson. 

John  R.  Stockard.  John  G.  Albright. 

Jacojj  Michael.  Christ.  C.  Curtis. 

J.  N.  H.  Clendenin.  S.  A.  Curtis. 

Henry  Albright.  W.  S.  Bradshaw. 

J^vJiES  H.  FousT.  Jasper  N.  Wood. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  testimony,  abnost  without  exception,  estab- 
lishes that  the  outrages  perpetrated  by  these  bands  in  disguise  were 
inflicted  upon  members  of  the  repubbcan  party,  both  Avhite  and  colored; 
in  some  instances  the  fact  that  they  were  of  that  party  being  given  as 
the  reason  for  the  luiuiiihment ;  in  others,  alleged  crime  being  the  pre- 
text, while  in  some,  such  acts  as  keeping  a  Sunday  school  for  colored 
children  were  given  as  a  sufficient  reason. 

In  one  instance  three  negroes  assumed  the  disguise  of  the  Ku-Klux 
to  cover  tlieir  crimes,  but  they  were  detected,  convicted,  and  are  now 
in  the  penitentiary.  Some  of  the  witnesses  also  say  that  they  have  no 
doubt  the  disguise  was  assumed  in  other  cases  by  bad  men  who  were 
not  Ka-Kbix. 

The  second  inquiry,  namely,  whether  person  and  property  are  secure 
in  the  State,  is  considered  in  two  aspects  : 

1.  Has  the  civil  law  adequately  i)rotected  those  wronged,  and  imn- 
ished  those  who  are  guilty  of  these  crimes  % 

2.  To  what  extent  does  this  organization  still  exist  and  commit  acts 
of  violence  I 

On  the  12th  of  April,  18G9,  an  act  was  approved  making  the  act  of 
going  masked,  disguised,  or  painted,  a  felony.  It  was  intended  to  pun- 
ish the  class  of  cases  enumerated.  How  far  it  has  been  eflective,  may 
be  gathered  from  the  following  extracts  from  the  testimony  of  judges, 
prosecuting  ollicers,  and  others. 

W.  P.  Byuum,  solicitor  of  the  9th  judicial  district,  (p.  53,)  says: 

Qiicufion.  To  what  extent  have  the  persons  charged  with  committing  these  outrages 
been  arrested  and  punished  ? 

Aii-incr.  I  have  sent  bills  before  grand  juries  in  several  coiinties  upon  evidence  that 
[  regarded  as  suhicieut  to  liud  bills  upon,  antj.  evideuco  that  was  uncontradicted  before 
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the  grand  juries,  but,  in  most  instances,  the  grand  juries  have  ignored  the  hills.  I 
think  I  have  succeeded  in  getting  one  or  two  bills  from  a  grand  jury.  In  one  instance, 
twhere  I  did  obtain  a  bill  against  some  seven  or  eight  persons  for  entering  a  house  and 
terrifying  some  women,  whose  husbands  were  absent,  and  committing  some  violence 
upon  them,  before  the  case  came  on  for  trial  the  jirosecutors  were  comj)elled  to  leave 
the  country,  as  they  themselves  allege^  to  me. 

Question.  How  compelled  to  leave  ? 

Ansivo:  Bj'  threats  of  violence  and  intimidations.     They  moved  into  Tennessee. 

^uention.  Did  you  succeed  in  bringing  any  of  those  cases  to  trial  ? 

Austcer.  I  have  never  yet  succeeded  in  bringing  a  single  case  to  trial. 

iQiicsiion.  In  how  many  cases  have  applications  been  made  to  you  ? 

Ansirer.  A  great  many  more  applications  have  been  made  to  me  than  I  have  prepared 
bills  for.  In  some  instances  the  parties  have  come  to  me,  many  of  them  wounded, 
beaten  and  bruised,  and  have  agreed  to  come  back  and  appear  before  the  grand  jury, 
but,  when  court  came,  thej'  did  not  return.  In  some  instances  they  have  come  to  mo 
and  begged  not  to  be  sent  before  the  grand  jury,  because  they  Avere  afraid  to  tell  what 
they  knew;  afraid  to  name  the  persons  who  they  were  satisfied  committed  the  out- 
rages. 

Question  Of  what  were  they  afraid ;  of  violence  ? 

Answer.  Of  violence  ;  yes,  sir. 

.Judge  Settle,  of  the  supreme  court,  (p.  86,)  says : 

■Question.  What  has  been  the  effect  on  the  public  mind,  with  reference  to  the  security 
of  i)erson  and  property,  of  these  outrages,  and  the  dilhculty  in  the  way  of  punishment? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  suppose  any  candid  man  in  North  Carolina  would  tell  you  it  is 
impossible  for  the  civil  authorities,  however  vigilant  they  may  be,  to  punish  those 
who  perpetrate  these  outrages.  The  defect  lies  not  so  much  with  the  courts  as  with 
ithe  juries.  You  cannot  get  a  conviction  ;  you  cannot  get  a  bill  found  by  the  grand 
^ury,  or  if  you  do,  the  jietit  jury  acquits  the  parties.  In  my  official  cai)acity  I  sit 
with  Judge  Pearson  and  Judge  Dick.  Judge  Pearson  issued  a  bench  warrant  last 
summer  for  some  parties,  and  had  them  brought  before  him  at  Ealeigh.  He  requested 
^udge  Dick  and  myself  to  meet  him.  We  did  so,  and  the  trial  extended  over  three 
weeks,  and  there  it  came  to  our  knowledge  that  it  was  the  duty  and  obligation  of 
members  of  this  secret  organization  to  put  themselves  in  the  way  to  be  summoned  as 
jurors,  to  acquit  the  accused,  or  to  have  themselves  summoned  as  witnesses  to  i)rove 
an  alibi.  This  they  swore  to ;  and  siich  is  the  general  impression.  Of  course  it  must 
be  so,  for  there  has  not  been  a  single  instance  of  conviction  in  the  State. 

Question.  Upon  investigations  made  before  you  in  your  official  capacity,  have  you  any 
doubt  that  a  state  of  things  exists  requiring  men  to  shield  themselves  in  the  way  you 
have  mentioned  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever.  I  am  satisfied,  firom  their  own  declarations  and  ii'om  the 
effect  visible  in  all  the  courts,  that  it  is  so. 

Question.  Where  they  are  charged  with  offenses,  is  there  any  probability  of  securing 
justice  against  them  in  counties  where  the  organization  exists  at  all  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  my  belief  is  that  the  organization  extends  to  every  county  in  the 
State.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  organization  is  a  very  extensive  one.  I  have  no  doubt 
it  is  much  more  numerous  in  some  counties  than  others,  and  I  believe  the  middle  or 
Piedmont  region  of  the  State  is  the  chief  nucleus,  and  that  there  the  outrages  have 
been  the  most  numerous. 

Question.  Does  that  include  Alamance  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  includes  the  counties  of  Alamance,  Orange,  Moore,  Chatham, 
Eockingham,  Caswell,  and  Person. 

Judge  Henry,  of  the  11th  district  (p.  109,)  says  : 

I  rode  the  seventh  circuit  in  the  fall,  known  as  the  Salisbury  circuit,  and  I  neard  a 
great  deal  of  complaint  there  from  the  solicitor. 

Question.  Name  the  counties  composing  that  circuit. 

Answer.  Surry,  Yadkin,  Davie,  Eowau,  Davidson,  Forsyth,  and  Stokes.  The  solicitor, 
Mr.  A.  H.  Joyce,  a  very  prominent  and  sensible  gentleman,  told  me  tliat  he  had  at- 
tempted to  have  these  persons  indicted  for  terrible  outrages,  which  he  detailed  to  me, 
and  though  he  had  made  thorough  cases  against  them  before  the  grand  juiy,  they  were 
invariably  acquitted,  and  I  heard  the  same  from  other  solicitors  throughout  the  State. 
I  do  not  know  anything  of  my  own  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  From  your  intercourse  with  the  judges  and  solicitors  of  the  State,  and  your 
own  observation,  what  is  your  belief  as  to  the  j^ossibility  of  securing  justice  in  the 
courts  against  members  of  this  organization  who  commit  the  outrages  'i 

Answer.  I  think  the  judges  who  preside  in  the  districts  where  these  outrages  have 
been  committed  regard  that  statute  as  a  dead  letter.  I  do  not  think  they  think  they 
can  enforce  it. 

Question.  For  what  reason  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  regard  these  men  as  bound  together  by  terrible  oaths  to  acquit 
e-ach  other,  and  do  any  kind  of  fali>e  swearing  for  the  benefit  of  each  other. 
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T.  B.  Keogli,  a  practising  lawyer  in  Guilford  County,  after  having 
spoken  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  hy  the  courts,  testifies 
as  follows,  (p.  125:) 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  with  any  design  to  find  fanlt  witli  the  conrts. 

Answer.  Yon  asked  me  to  give  my  opinion  wletlier  the  laws  are  administered  there 
properly  and  thoroughly. 

Question.  Well;  what  is  your  answer  to  that? 

Answer.  My  answer  is,  that  in  some  instances,  where  parties,  for  instance,  are  con- 
cerned in  outrages  committed  by  the  order  of  which  we  have  been  speaking,  my  ob- 
servation is  that  there  are  no  convictions.  I  know  that  people  have  been  whipped  and 
Bcourged,  and  some  have  been  killed ;  but  the  guilty  have  never  been  brought  to  pim- 
ishmeut.  Of  course,  the  courts  are  the  proper  tribunals  to  award  the  punishment,  but 
they  have  never  been  able  to  do  it  in  any  of  those  cases.  Arguing  from  that,  I  think 
the  laws  have  not  been  administered  as  they  should  have  beeu.  I  do  not  say  that  is 
the  fault  of  the  courts,  but  it  is  the  result  of  a  combination  outside  of  the  courts  that 
prevents  the  administration  of  justice  in  those  particular  cases.  An  alibi  is  proved  in 
uearly  every  case.  Now,  it  is  very  siugular  that  in  all  that  class  of  cases  that  should 
be  the  gener;il  Hue  of  defense,  and  they  always  jirove  an  alibi  without  any  difficulty. 

Judge  Battle  (pp.  159,  160)  says: 

Question.  Fi"om  the  whole  of  the  testimony  adduced  in  the  case,  have  you  any  doubt 
about  the  murder  of  Outlaw  having  beeu  ordered  and  committed  by  the  Ku-Klux  or- 
ganization ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  imi>ression — that  it  was. 

Question.  AVhat  cause,  if  any,  was  given  to  justify  that  murder  ? 

Ansucr.  It  was  said  that  he  had  shot  at  a  parcel  of  Ku-Klux  who  were  passing 
through  the  town  of  Graham.    That  was  a  rumor;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  true. 

Question.  Tliat  was  the  only  cause  assigned  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  only  cause  I  recollect  having  been  assigned. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  conviction  of  certain  persons,  as  announced  in  the 
papers  ;  were  any  of  the  men  tried  and  convicted  of  the  hanging  of  Outlaw? 

Answer.  They  have  not.  The  impression  on  my  mind  is  that  only  one  lias  ever  been 
identilied,  except  one  or  two  who  were  suspected,  who  have  lied  the  country. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  arrested  for  the  hanging  of  Outlaw  '? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  has ;  I  believe  the  only  oues  they  could  fix  upon  vnth 
any  sort  of  certainty  have  lied  the  countiy. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  arrest,  trial,  and  conviction  of  any  persons 
cliarged  with  having  committed  these  outrages  as  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  organiza- 
tion? 

An8^ve7'.  There  are  a  good  many  of  them  now  bound  over  to  court  in  Alamance 
County,  ready  to  stand  trial. 

QueMion.  Thus  far  has  there  been  any  conviction  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  any  have  beeu  convicted  as  yet;  but  the  testimony  that  was 
produced  before  these  judges,  by  which  several  were,  bound  over  to  court  in  Alamance 
County,  was  certainly  sufficient  to  produce  their  convictiou. 

Judge  Russel,  of  the  fourth  district,  (p.  179,)  says : 

Question.  In  cases  arising  out  of  injuries  alleged  to  have  been  inflicted  by  this  secret 
disguised  organization,  do  you  believe  that  there  is  any  difficulty  in  the  administration 
of  justice  in  the  courts  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  the  organization  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  remember  that  there  has  been  any  indictment  in  any  court 
over  which  I  have  presided  against  these  masked  marauders.  I  have  a  very  decided 
opinion  on  that  question,  but  I  cauuot  speak  from  any  positive  personal  observation. 

Question.  We  would  be  glad  to  have  your  opinion,  as  a  judicial  officer  of  the  county, 
of  the  state  of  things  in  your  district  ? 

Answer.  Do  you  desire  me  to  speak  specially  with  reference  to  my  district,  or  else- 
where in  the  State  ? 

Question.  Elsewhere  in  the  State,  if  your  information  is  such  as  to  have  formed  an 
opinion  upon  it. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  information  extends  OA'er  most  of  the  State,  for  I  have  taken 
tlM3  trouble  to  inform  myself  in  respect  to  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  State  where  these 
depredations  have  occurred,  and  from  what  I  consider  reliable  authority,  my  opinion 
is  very  decided  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  secure  anything  like  a  fair  trial  in  any 
case  where  any  jterson  belongs  to  any  of  these  secret  organizations  or  clans,  Con.stitu- 
tional  Union  (inards,  &c.;  utterly  impossible  in  any  such  case  to  obtain  a  fair  trial  on 
the  part  of  *he  State.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  difficult  to  procure  a  bill  of  indictment 
through  the  grand  jvuy.    In  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  the  men  who  commit  tlie  i'rimoa 
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constitute  or  sit  on  the  f^rand  jniy,  either  they  themselves,  or  their  near  relatives  or 
friends,  sympathizers,  aiders,  or  abettors;  and,  if  a  bill  is  found,  it  is  next  to  impossible 
to  secure  a  conviction  upon  a  trial  at  the  bar.  I  have  heard  of  no  instance  in  North 
Carolina  ^vhere  a  conviction  of  that  sort  has  taken  place. 

Question.  Does  that  difficu^lty  arise  fi'om  the  presence  of  members  of  the  organization 
on  the  jtuy,  or  from  the  appearance  of  witnesses  in  behalf  of  the  organization,  or  both  ? 

Answer.  From  both,  so  far  as  my  information  goes. 

Quesiioii.  To  what  extent  is  that  the  case  in  the  State  at  present;  in  how  many  coun- 
ties or  districts  that  you  are  aware  of? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  opinion  is  that  it  is  the  case  in  every  county  where  these  organ- 
izations have  been  introduced.  They  have  not  been  introduced  in  .all  the  counties,  so 
far  as  my  observation  goes.  For  instance,  in  my  own  district,  I  am  sure  there  are  at 
least  two  counties  where  they  have  never  been  introduced  at  all,  and  one  of  these  is 
a  very  strong  democratic  county. 

George  Laws,  democrat,  and  clerk  of  the  court  in  Orange  County, 
after  having  spoken  of  negroes  that  were  tried  and  hanged  for  murder, 

says,  (page  192,  193:) 

Question.  You  have  given  three  instances  in  which  negroes  were  hung  in  your  county 
by  white  men  in  disguise ;  have  any  of  the  disguised  men  who  committed  those  mur- 
ders been  arrested  and  tried  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  about  it, 
but  they  did  not  know  who  to  arrest.  A  great  many  good  citizens  there  were  desirous 
of  ferreting  it  out. 

Question.  As  an  of5Qcer  of  the  court  in  Orange  County,  have  you  had  communication 
with  the  people  of  the  county  on  the  subject  of  these  outrages? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  know  every  man  in  the  county.  They  have  talked  with  me  fre- 
quent! j\  I  will  state  right  here  now,  that  so  far  as  the  execution  of  the  law  in  Orange 
is  concerned,  I  would  risk  my  life  that  a  live-year-old  bo^y^  if  he  had  the  process  in  his 
hand,  could  arrest  any  man  in  Orange  County. 

Question.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  making  arregts  ? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world. 

Question.  When  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  is  charged  with  a  crime,  is 
there  any  difficulty  in  procuring  evidence  against  him? 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  the  great  difficulty;  you  cannot  get  the  evidence. 

Question.  When  you  get  these  cases  into  court  do  ^ou  find  any  difficulty  from  mem- 
bers of  the  organization  being  on  the  jury? 

Answer.  We  do  not  get  a  bill. 

Question.  What  is  the  reason? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Hon.  Bartholomew  F,  Moore,  (p.  200, 201,)  says  : 

Question.  After  the  process  has  been  executed  and  the  alleged  criminal  arrested,  have 
you  known  any  instance  in  which  the  offenders  charged  with  what  are  known  as  Ku- 
Klux  outrages  have  been  convicted  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  call  particular  cases  to  recollection.  I  think  there  have 
been  many  convictions,  and  there  have  been  many  unjust  acquittals. 

Question.  Can  you  call  to  mind  anj'^  case  now  in  which  a  person  charged  with  com- 
mitting what  is  popularly  known  as  outrages  by  the  Ku-Kulx  has  been  convicted?  If 
BO,  give  us  the  name  of  the  case,  and  where  it  occurred. 

Answer.  I  do  not  practice  in  either  of  those  counties,  and  am  therefore  personally  un- 
acquainted with  the  particular  cases,  but  there  have  been  convictions  time  and  again, 
as  I  have  seen  reported  through  the  papers.  For  instance,  I  tliink  there  are  some  two 
or  three  persons  now  in  the  penitentiary,  perhaps  white  and  black  both,  that  went  out 
in  disguise  under  a  pretended  organization  of  what  they  call  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  any  other  case  than  that  of  the  negroes  in  Alamance 
County  where  the  parties  were  convicted  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not.  All,  or  very  much  that  I  have  seen  about  it,  has  been 
from  the  examination  that  has  recently  taken  place  in  the  impeachment  of  Governor 
Holden,  except  as  it  has  been  currently  reported  through  the  papers. 

Question.  You  do  not  recall  any  instance  fr'om  your  recollection  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not. 

Thomas  F.  Willeford,  himself  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux,  after  speak- 
ing of  some  parties  who  had  been  detailed  to  kill  a  United  States  detec- 
tive at  a  distillery,  but  who  failed  in  the  attempt  and  were  themselves 
arrested,  says,  (p.  241 :) 

Question.  What  was  done  with  them  ? 

Ansu-er.  Tliey  were  turned  over  to  Judge  Thomas,  I  believe,  and  I  don't  know  what 
ever  thcv  did  do  with  them. 
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Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  any  of  them  were  convicted  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  never  did. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  Ku-Klux  being  convicted  of  any  offense  there 

Ansive):  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  the  obligation  you  took,  or  the  rules  of  the  order,  as 
to  your  being  obliged  to  defend  men  by  your  oaths,  or  otherwise  ? 

Atisu-er.  Yes,  sir;  if  he  could  get  you  in  as  a  witness,  you  had  to  swear  him  out,  let 
you  be  swearing  a  lie  or  not.  If  you  swore  against  him,  why  you  might  just  as  well  be 
a-traveling  at  once. 

Question.  You  mean  by  that  you  would  be  iu  danger  of  your  life  from  the  order  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Anything  about  getting  on  the  jury  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  if  we  could  get  on  the  jury  we  could  save  him,  do  what  you  please. 

Question.  No  matter  what  the  proof  ? 

Aiiswer.  Yes,  sir ;  you  could  not  bring  proof  enough  to  convict. 

Judge  Brooks,  of  the  Uuited  States  court,  (p.  275,)  says: 

Question.  Now,  as  to  those  outrages  which  it  is  alleged  have  been  committed  by  this 
secret  organization  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  do  you  know  of  any  of  the  criminals 
who  have  been  arrested,  tried,  and  convicted  for  having  been  engaged  in  those  out- 
rages ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

Question.  Has  tliere  been  any  one  so  tried  and  convicted,  to  your  knowledge? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any.  There  are  some  cases — the  iiist  cases  of  that  charac- 
ter— tliat  I  have  reason  to  believe  will  come  up  at  a  future  term  of  the  Federal  court. 
Arrests  have  been  made  by  order  of  the  United  States  commissioner,  and  the  parties 
have  been  bound  over  for  trial ;  but  the  cases  are  not  yet  iu  court. 

With  the  fact  clearly  appearing  that  the  only  conviction  of  men  al- 
leged to  be  Ku-Klux  was  that  of  three  negroes,  who  sought  to  screen 
themselves  by  assuming  disguise  to  cover  their  depredations  upon  other 
jiegToes  iu  Alamance  County,  many  persons,  and  some  of  those  whose 
testimony  is  quoted,  have  stated  that  they  believe  person  and  property 
are  as  secure  under  the  laws  of  North  Carolina  as  under  those  of  Mas- 
sachusetts or  Pennsylvania.  With  the  exception  of  the  outrages  commit- 
ted by  the  secret  armed  bauds  of  Ku-Klux,  the  statement  is  true.  To 
what  extent  that  opinion  is  sustained  as  to  these  offences,  when  it  is 
shown  that  over  one  hnndred  crimes,  ranging  from  murder  to  petty  lar- 
ceny, have  been  committed  by  the  members  of  an  organization  nuide 
up  of  adherents  of  one  political  party,  and  that  in  no  one  instance  has 
there  been  conviction  or  pnnishmeut,  must  be  left  to  the  reader  of  the 
testimony  herewith  submitted. 

Under  this  state  of  facts  it  is  idle  to  say  that  in  the  past  the  victims 
of  violence  have  been  protected,  or  i)ublic  safety  secured  by  the  vindi- 
cation of  the  law  and  the  punishmeJit  of  the  guilty. 

How  is  it  now  1  In  pursuance  of  the  authority  conferred  upon  him 
by  act  of  January  29,  1S70,  to  secure  the  better  protection  of  lil'e  and 
j)roperty,  Governor  Ilolden,  in  IMarch,  1870,  declared  the  county  of 
Alamance  in  insurrection.  For  his  reason  see  his  letter  and  the  law  as 
quoted  in  Executive  Document  Xo.  10,  part  2,  pages  41  and  42.  About 
the  22d  of  June  he  sent  the  State  militia  into  that  county  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Kirk.  ISTumerous  arrests  were  made  of  i)ersons 
charged  with  being  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  wlio  were 
held  as  prisoners  in  military  custody  until  leleased  ui)on  Avrits  oniahcas 
corinis.  It  was  when  these  arrests  were  made  tbat  a  number  of  persons 
confessed  to  have  been  members  of  the  order,  and  upon  the  hearing  be- 
fore Judge  Pearson  disclosures  were  made  of  its  objects  and  obligations 
as  they  have  been  disclosed  by  witnesses  before  the  committee.  The 
policy  of  the  course  pursued  by  Governor  Holden  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  conferred  upon  him  by  the  law  referred  to,  and  the  coiuluct  and 
(Character  of  the  troops  employed  and  of  their  oiiicers,  have  been  freely 
commented  upon  by  many  witnesses,  and  while  condemned,  without 
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exception,  by  tbe  conservatives,  seem  also  to  liave  created  some  divi- 
sion of  sentiment  among  bis  political  friends.  Crnelties  upon  persons 
are  testified  to  as  baviug  been  iutlicted  by  officers  which,  if  true,  can- 
not be  too  strongly  reprobated.  The  officers  deny  them,  and  it  is  to 
be  observed  that  the  witnesses  who  prove  the  most  aggravated  cases 
admit  that  they  are  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization.  Whatever 
view  may  be  taken  of  the  power  exercised  or  of  the  wisdom  of  exercising 
it,  the  governor  seems  to  have  considered  it  effective  for  the  time  being, 
and  to  have  hoped  for  the  continuance  of  peace  and  or<ler.  In  his 
annual  message,  delivered  on  the  22d  of  November,  1870,  he  used  this 
language  in  reference  to  that  proceeding: 

The  result  of  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  executive,  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution 
and  the  laws,  has  been  in  the  highest  degree  fortunate  aud  beneficial.  The  power  of 
the  State  goverunieut  to  protect,  maintain,  and  perpetuate  Itself  has  been  tested  and 
demonstrated.  The  secret  organization  which  disturbed  the  peace  of  society,  which 
was  sapping  the  foundations  of  the  Government,  setting  the  law  at  defiance,  and 
inflicting  manifold  wrongs  on  a  large  portion  of  our  f)oi)iilation,  has  been  exposed  and, 
broken  up.  Well-meaning,  honest  men,  who  had  been  decoyed  into  this  organization, 
have  availed  themselves  of  this  opiiortunity  to  escape  from  it,  and  will  henceforth 
bear  their  testimony  against  it  as  wholly  evil  in  its  principles  and  its  modes  of 
operation.  A  score  or  more  of  wicked  men  have  been  driven  from  the  State,  while 
those  of  the  same  character  who  remain  have  been  made  to  tremble  before  the  avenging 
hand  of  jiower.  The  majesty  of  the  law  has  been  vindicated.  The  jioor  and  the 
humble  now  sleep  unmolested  in  their  houses  and  are  no  longer  scourged  or  murdered 
on  account  of  their  political  opinions.  Peace  aud  good  order  have  been  restored  to  all 
parts  of  the  State  with  the  exception  of  the  county-  of  Robeson,  in  which  some  murder- 
ers and  robbers  are  still  at  large,  but  it  is  expected  they  will  speedily  be  arrested  and 
brought  to  punishment.  In  view  of  this  altered  and  gratifying  condition  of  things,  I 
issued  another  proclamation  on  the  10th  of  this  month,  revoking  former  proclamationa, 
which  placed  Alamance  and  Caswell  in  a  state  of  insurrection.  Allow  me,  gentlemen, 
to  say  to  you  in  the  language  of  this  jiroclamation  of  the  10th  instant,  that  I  trust  that 
peace  and  good  order  may  continue;  that  partisan  rancor  and  bitterness  may  abate; 
that  our  people  of  all  classes  and  conditions  may  cultivate  harmony  and  good-will 
among  themselves,  and  that  the  whole  i)eople  of  the  State,  without  respect  to  party, 
may  unite  fraternally  and  cordially  to  build  up  North  Carolina,  aud  to  elevate  her  to 
the  proud  eminence  which  she  once  occupied  as  a  member  of  the  American  Uuiou. 

These  anticipations  do  not  seem  to  have  been  realized,  for  since  that 
time,  in  other  portions  of  the  State,  acts  of  violence  have  again  been 
committed,  as  appears  from  the  following  extracts  of  testimony. 

Kobert  W.  Logan,  of  Eutherford  County,  (p.  127,)  testifies : 

Question.  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  order  if  the  leading 
conservatives  should  unite  in  condemning  it  publiclj'  as  well  as  privately,  and  trying 
to  put  it  down  ? 

Answer.  The  time  has  been  when  they  could  have  stopped  the  thing  without  mncli 
trouble,  I  think ;  but  1  doubt  now  if  it  has  not  gone  so  far  that  they  could  not  stop  it. 

Question.  Are  yon  aequainted  in  the  adjoining  counties? 

Answer.  I  am  in  Cleveland  County,  just  below  where  I  live. 

Question.  State,  if  yon  know,  what  is  the  condition  of  that  county? 

Answer.  That  county  is  in  a  very  bad  condition.  Persons  in  disguise  have  been 
riding  through  it  and  committing  numerous  depredations  for  a  few  mouths  past. 

Question.  Can  yon  state  any  cases  ? 

Answer.  I  can  give  one  or  two  instances,  but  not  generally ;  there  are  so  many  of 
them. 

Question.  Of  what  nature  were  they  ? 

Answer.  Whipping,  shooting,  burning  ;  all  kinds  of  depredations.  As  I  came  through 
the  couuty  on  my  way  here,  they  told  me  there  had  not  been  a  night  since  just  before 
Christinas  but  what  they  had  been  seen  riding,  and  that  they  hud  been  conunitting 
depredations  nearly  every  night.  Some  nights  they  had  just  rode  arouml  through  dif- 
ferent neighborhoods  and  done  nothing.  About  a  week  or  ten  days  before  Christmas, 
there  was  a  party  of  about  thirty  of  the  Kn-KIux  order  went  to  the  house  of  an  uncle 
of  mine,  about  a  mile  or  two  below  the  Rutherford  line,  in  Cleveland  County.  They 
first  went  iuto  the  kitchen,  where  the  colored  people  were  living — some  four  or  five 
colored  men  ard  women — aud  made  some  inquiries  about  my  uncle,  to  know  whether 
he  was  at  home  or  not.  They  then  went  ofi",  and  came  back  again  in  about  lilteeu  min- 
utes; went  to  the  kitchen  again,  took  all  the  colored  men  out,  talked  to  them,  and 
made  various  threats,  and  one  of  tliem  by  the  name  of  Dick  Bean  they  carried  otf  up 
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the  lane  some  two  hundred  yards  from  the  house,  and  commenced  beating  him  with 
Bticks  and  chibs  very  severely.  He  told  me  he  concluded  it  was  life  or  death  any  way, 
and  so  ho  made  a  struggle  and  got  loose,  and  as  he  ran  off  they  fired  at  him.  Some 
members  of  the  family  told  me  they  thought  there  were  at  least  twenty  or  twenty-five 
guns  fired.  One  ball  took  effect,  striking  his  hip  and  passing  through  his  leg.  It  was 
a  very  severe  but  not  a  serious  wound.  He  got  away.  While  they  were  at  the  house 
they  broke  open  the  trunks,  closets,  &c.,  took  what  money  and  jewelry  they  could 
find,  and  made  all  the  colored  men  promise  they  would  never  vote  the  radical  ticket 
again. 

•  That  the  organization  still  exists  may  be  gathered  from  the  following 
testimony  of  one  of  its  members,  Thomas  F.  Willeford,  (p.  250 :) 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  it  exists  in  that  (Cabarras)  county? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  believe  it  does,  but  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  crime,  or 
anything  done  in  some  time. 

Question.  You  think  it  has  been  pretty  quiet  for  the  last  year  and  a  half? 
Answer.  No,  about  half  a  year. 
Question.  Since  the  last  election  ? 
Answer.  A  little  while  before  election. 

C.  D.  Upchurch  (p.  107)  says : 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  since  the  last  election  there  have  been  no  outrages  of 
this  character  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  no,  sir ;  I  do  not  say  that ;  because  one  was  committed  the  other  day  to 
my  certain  knowledge.  A  witness  that  I  had  against  an  illicit  distiller  gave  evidence 
before  a  commission  in  Raleigh,  and  on  his  return  home  he  was  whipped  very  severely. 
He  was  a  white  man  of  some  character.  I  do  not  say  it  was  finally  stoi)ped,  but  it  is 
not  so  rampant  as  it  used  to  be. 

Virgil  S.  Lusk  (p.  118)  says : 

Again,  a  day  or  two  before  I  left  home,  the  same  man,  Brooks,  I  have  spoken  of 
heretofore,  came  into  my  ofiBce  and  said  he  had  been  assaulted  again  by  these  parties. 
He  told  me  they  came  to  his  house  after  he  and  his  wife  had  retired  and  called  for  him. 
His  wife  told  them  that  he  was  not  at  home.  They  then  broke  down  the  door,  came 
in  and  commenced  abusing  and  maltreating  his  wife.  He  stated  to  me  that  they 
attempted  to  rape  her.  He  groped  about  in  the  dark  and  got  hold  of  an  ax  and  struck 
one  of  tliem  with  it.  As  he  went  out  of  the  door  he  was  struck  over  the  head  with  a 
club.  He  showed  me  the  scar,  reaching  from  the  eye  to  the  hair.  Wiieu  he  got  out 
into  the  yard  he  struck  another  one  of  them  with  the  ax.  He  went  to  his  friends 
about  it  and  they  advised  him  to  leave ;  they  said  he  had  killed  two  men  and  perhaps 
they  would  kill  him.  So  he  left  and  came  to  Ashville.  They  followed  him  and  inquired 
for  him  at  another  house,  but  he  made  his  escape  by  flight.  This  is  about  all  I  know 
of  outrages  committed  in  my  district. 

Ethelbert  Uubbs  (p.  59)  says: 

In  that  county,  (Lenoir,)  a  short  time  ago,  about  a  month,  I  think,  there  was  a  band 
of  disguised  men  went  to  the  house  of  a  colored  man  by  the  name  of  \Yhitfield,  called 
him  out  of  his  bed,  and  shot  him  in  cold  blood,  and  carried  away  his  horse.  Tlieu  they 
proceeded  to  another  house  and  shot  a  man  and  woman  who  occupied  it,  and  took  away 
a  horse  from  that  place.  One  or  two  of  these  men,  I  think,  were  recognized  by  the 
woman  \\  ho  was  shot,  aud  upon  her  information  Sherilf  Hunter  arrested  them,  as  I 
learned  from  him  before  I  left  ;  and  he  stated  that  without  doubt  they  were  guilty. 
On  my  way  here  I  learned  that  they  were  discharged,  as  is  customary,  on  straw  bail.  I 
have  heard  of  a  great  many  outrages  by  common  report. 

George  W.  Nason  (p.  71)  says: 

Question.  You  speak  of  a  gin-house  and  bam  being  burned  in  Onslow  County;  when 
■was  tliat? 

Answer.  Week  before  last,  before  I  started  from  home. 

Question.  Have  you  knowledge  of  the  circumstauces? 

Answer.  The  man  who  owned  them  told  me  since  that  he  had  abundant  reasons  to 
believe  that  they  were  burned  by  these  desperadoes  on  account  of  his  being  a  northern 
man  and  a  republican. 

Judge  Settle  (p.  86)  says: 

Judge  Reade  informed  me  the  other  day,  in  Raleigh,  that  a  party  went  to  several  cab- 
ins on  one  of  the  plantations  in  Pearson  County  and  shot  one  negro  dead,  and  also  shot 
two  others,  who  recovered,  and  whipped  several  others.  The  two  who  recovertid  were 
badly  shot.  The  men  who  did  these  things  said  that  heretofore  they  had  only  whipped, 
but  that  it  was  going  to  be  changed,  and  for  the  future  they  were  going  to  kill.  The 
judge  sent  for  the  wituesses — in  fact  for  the  whole  neighborhood— aud  he  told  mo  that 
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when  he  brought  them  up,  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  they  could  be  got  to  tes- 
tify. They  asked  to  be  let  alone  ;  they  preferred  to  submit  to  the  treatment  they  had 
received  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  telling  it. 

W.  P.  Bynum  (p.  56)  says : 

Question.  In  the  appendix  to  the  message  of  Governor  Holden  I  find  a  letter  over 
your  signature,  under  date  of  May  20,  1870.     I  will  read  a  paragraph : 

"On  the  whole  I  am  satisfied  that,  as  a  law  officer,  I  can  do  nothing  through  the 
ordinary  channels  of  the  courts.  In  my  judgment,  there  arc  only  two  ways  of  arresting 
the  evil:  First,  by  arousing  public  opinion  to  put  it  down;  or,  secondly,  by  invoking 
the  aid  of  United  States  troops,  and  making  some  sharp  and  decisive  examples." 

That  had  reference  to  the  wrongs  of  which  you  have  spoken,  as  having  been  com- 
mitted by  this  organization.  Was  that  the  state  of  things  as  you  believed  it  to  exist 
at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  in  connection  with  that  I  will  state  that  since  that  time,  and 
up  to  about  the  1st  of  January,  there  have  been  several  other  very  serious  outrages 
committed.  Two  or  three  colored  persons,  to  my  knowledge,  have  been  shot,  and  a 
great  many  whippings  have  taken  place  in  the  counties  of  Cleveland,  Lincoln,  and 
Gaston.  I  will  state  in  regard  to  one  case  that  came  to  my  knowledge  only  a  few  days 
ago.  It  is  the  case  of  a  white  person  of  the  name  of  Carpenter.  He  stated  that  he  had 
employed  two  negroes  to  work  for  him  this  year;  that  they  were  negroes  of  good  char- 
acter, honest  and  industrious.  Shortly  after  he  had  employed  them  he  was  advised  by 
some  of  his  neighbors  to  send  them  oft';  that  they  did  not  want  them  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. He  declined  to  send  the  negroes  away,  and  a  night  or  two  afterward  a  disguised 
band  came  to  his  house.  They  went  into  his  house,  ran  him  oft',  broke  open  his  drawers, 
searched  the  house  from  bottom  to  top,  and  when  they  went  away  they  carried  oft',  he 
says,  eighty  dollars  in  money.  They  ran  the  negroes  off,  and  alarmed  his  wife,  who 
was  there  alone  with  four  or  five  children,  and  he  stated  that  since  that  time  his  wife 
has  been  in  such  a  condition  that  she  has  been  afraid  to  live  hero  ;  that  he  had  aban- 
doned his  house,  and  gone  to  live  iu  a  log  cabin  or  kitchen,  because  it  was  a  more 
secure  place ;  and  that  he  and  his  family  were  now  sleeping  on  the  floor,  apprehending 
an  attack  every  night.  He  also  says  that  since  he  has  reported  that  money  had  been 
stolen  from  his  house  they  had  sent  him  word  that  the  Ku-Klux  do  not  steal ;  that  he 
would  have  to  take  that  back,  or  he  would  be  severely  dealt  with.  He  also  stated 
that  he  voted  the  conservative  ticket. 

Judge  Logan  (pp.  18G,  187)  says : 

In  the  county  of  Rutherford,  about  three  weeks  ago,  a  white  woman  was  whipped. 
The  information  that  I  had  about  it  was  that  it  was  done  by  men  disguised.  In  the 
county  of  Rutherford  my  ox>inion  is  that  a  fair  trial  could  be  had;  that  is,  if  the  evidence 
were  sufficient  to  convict  any  one  of  any  offense.  These  are  the  only  instances  that 
happened  in  the  county  of  Rutherford. 

Question.  Were  the  outrages  inflicted  by  persons  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  of  them.  The  persons  that  I  had  arrested  appeared  before  me 
and  the  iiroof  was  that  they  were  disguised. 

I  left  home  last  Monday  week  ;  I  saw  different  men  on  the  road,  as  respectable  as 
any  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina — men  who  had  heretofore  been  bold  and  fearless 
about  telling  to  any  one  what  they  believed  to  be  the  case,  but  who  have  now  become 
fearful,  and  have  stopped  talking. 

Question .  Do  you  refer  to  their  talking  about  the  organization  itself,  or  to  the  expres- 
sion of  their  political  views  ? 

Ansiver.  Both  ;  in  talking  about  the  organization  and  the  course  that  its  members 
pursue ;  iu  sjjeaking  of  any  one  belonging  to  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  for  instance, 
and  of  their  going  out  and  whipping  people,  or  passing  censure  on  any  one  connected 
with  any  such  order. 

A.  L.  Eamsour  says: 

Michael  Petrie  they  whipped  two  weeks  ago ;  I  happened  providentially  to  go  by  his 
house  the  morning  after  it  happened. 

John  Fowler,  a  young  man  I  was  guardian  for,  that  was  my  body  guard ;  they 
whipped  him  the  other  night. 

Question.  The  other  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  just  about  two  weeks  ago  ;  he  was  staying  with  his  grandmother, 
an  old  lady  sixty  years  old,  and  they  frightened  her  pretty  near  to  death. 

Mony  Carpenter,  a  white  man,  was  robbed  of  $80  the  other  week  by  men  in  disguise. 
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In  connection  with  these  symptoms  of  reviving^  activity  vre  cannot 
overlook  what  has  transpired  in  the  legislature  of  the  State  since  the 
message  of  the  governor  was  delivered.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  perpetration  of  the  numerons  crimes  in  Alamance  and  Orange  Conn- 
ties  by  armed  and  disguised  bands  was  the  reason  given  for  declaring 
these  counties  in  insurrection;  that  many  arrests  were  there  made,  by 
Governor  Holden's  order,  of  persons  suspected  of  belonging-  to  the  Ku- 
Klux.  While  some  were  arrested  who  were  not  shown  to  be  members, 
one  who  acknowledges  he  was  a  member  states  (p.  324)  that  the  large 
majority  of  those  who  were  held  with  him  as  prisoners  acknowledged  to 
each  other  that  they  did  belong  to  the  order. 

The  feeling  that  would  be  aroused  against  the  governor  in  a  fraternity 
bound  together  by  such  oaths  and  by  the  terror  of  the  common  peril  in 
which  they  stood  for  the  multitude  of  crimes  they  have  committed,  would 
naturally  be  intense.  The  effect  of  these  outrages  upon  the  colored  voters 
was  to  keep  many  of  them  from  the  election.  (See  testimony  of  Caswell 
Holt  and  A.  L.  Eamsour,  pages  343,  344.)  This,  coupled  with  the 
introduction  of  an  issue  arising  out  of  the  prodigal  and  unjustifiable 
use  by  the  railroad  presidents  of  the  bonds  issued  on  the  credit  of  the 
State  for  public  improvements,  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  party  friends 
of  Governor  Ilolden  at  the  election,  and  an  adverse  majority  was  re- 
turned to  the  legislature.  Frederick  N.  Strudwick,  a  member  of  the 
house  of  rej^resentatives,  whose  name  is  unenviably  connected  in  the 
testimony  with  an  alleged  arrangement  as  a  member  of  this  order  to 
assassinate  Senator  Shoffner,  (pp.  20,  143,  and  87,)  introduced  resolu- 
tions of  impeachment  against  the  governor,  and  he  is  now  ui)on  his 
trial  before  the  senate  upon  eight  articles  which  charge  him  with  de- 
claring the  counties  of  Alamance  and  Caswell  in  insurrection  when  there 
was  no  insurrection,  with  the  arrest  of  a  number  of  persons  who  were 
taken  into  custody  by  Colonels  Kirk  and  Bergen,  under  his  order,  and 
with  uidawfnlly  paying  from  the  public  treasury  the  troops  caHed  out 
by  him  to  suj)press  the  disorders  in  those  counties.  The  law  authoriz- 
ing the  governor  to  declare  counties  in  insurrection  has  been  repealed, 
and  one  witness  states  that  the  act  making  it  a  penal  offense  to  go  dis- 
guised has  also  been  repealed. 

With  what  feelings  and  apprehensions  the  class  of  persons  who  have 
heretofore  been  the  victims  of  the  lawless  outrages  in  Alamance  County 
.look  to  the  result  of  these  proceedings,  will  be  better  understood  by 
giving  the  words  of  a  citizen  of  the  county  than  from  any  inferences  of 
the  committee.    He  says: 

Question.  To  what  did  you  attribnte  the  cessation  of  these  outrages? 

Ansicer:  Well,  I  attribute  it  to  this:  jiist  simply  waiting  for  au  oiiportunitj' ;  the  feel- 
ing there  against  loyal  men  has  not  abated. 

Question.  Upon  what  do  you  base  that  statement? 

Answer.  Upon  statements  made  by  parties  who  say  that  when  certain  things  have 
transi)ired,  then  they  will  bring  certain  men  to  account. 

Question.  What  things? 

Ansuer.  Whenever  they  have  impeached  the  governor  of  the  State,  and  have  con- 
victed him  and  turned  him  out  of  office,  and  also  the  judiciary  of  the  State,  as  they 
propose  to  do,  then  they  will  take  charge  of  the  men  in  my  county. 

Question.  Does  that  refer  to  the  impeachment  proceedings  now  pending? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  the  men  -who  have  made  statements  of  that  kind  members  of  the  Kn- 
Klux  organization? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know;  or  rather,  I  will  modify  that  statement  by  saying  that  men 
have  told  me  fo  who  said  they  belonged  to  it. 

That  such  feelings  should  be  entertained  will  not  be  considered  sur- 
prising when  it  is  remembered  that  so  far  as  the  testimony  taken  shows 
the  condition  of  the  State,  it  is  clearly  established — 
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1st.  Tl^at  the  Kii-Klux  organization  does  exist,  lias  a  political  pur- 
pose, is  composed  of  members  of  tbe  democratic  or  conservative  party, 
has  sought  to  carry  out  its  purpose  by  murders,  whippings,  intimida- 
tions, and  violence,  against  its  opponents. 

2d.  That  it  not  only  binds  its  members  to  carry  out  decrees  of  crime, 
but  protects  them  against  conviction  and  punishment,  first  by  disguises 
and  secrecy ;  second,  by  i)erjury,  if  necessary,  upon  the  witness-stand  and 
in  the  jury-box. 

3d.  That  of  all  the  offenders  against  the  law  in  this  order,  (and  they 
Binst  be  many  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  because  these  crimes  are 
shown  to  be  committed  by  organized  bands  ranging  from  ten  up  to  sev- 
enty-five,) not  one  has  yet  been  convicted  in  the  whole  State. 

Such  being  the  state  of  affairs,  it  is  surely  not  necessary  that  the 
committee  should  argue  the  insufficiency  of  the  reasons  given  for  estab- 
lishing an  order  which  has  led  to  such  results.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  original  purpose  of  the  Ku-Klux,  or  the  offenses  of  tliose  to 
counteract  whom  they  allege  tlie  order  was  established,  it  now  has  gone 
so  far  as  to  present  the  issue  between  government  and  anarchy;  and,  if 
it  has  not  reached  it,  is  fast  approaching  the  point  where,  in  that 
issue,  there  can  be  no  neutrals.  With  such  an  army  of  criminals  at 
large,  with  nopower  in  the  State  tribunals  to  bring  them  to  justice;  with 
their  organization,  oaths,  and  secrecy,  battling  and  defying  all  the  appli- 
ances of  the  law,  and  bringing  them  to  each  other's  aid;  with  the  con- 
sciousness that  they  number  enough  to  turn  the  scale  of  political  power 
in  favor  of  the  party  with  which  they  act,  so  long  as  their  violence  and 
intimidation  are  successful  against  those  whom  they  oppose;  with  these 
facts  in  view,  he  must  have  a  credulous  nature  who  believes  that  any 
temporary  lull  in  the  activity  of  such  an  agency  at  once  of  crime  and 
of  power,  imports  continued  security  to  those  who  must  become  either 
victims  of  their  crime  or  submissive  suppliants  to  their  power. 

The  testimony  taken  covers  a  large  number  of  the  counties  of  the 
State,  but  not  all.  The  time  intervening  between  the  appointment  of 
the  committee  and  the  close  of  the  session  has  not  enabled"  us  to  exam- 
ine all  the  witnesses  we  have  summoned  and  who  were  in  attendance. 
The  pendency  of  the  impeachment  trial  at  Ealeigh  has  rendered  it  im- 
possible to  bring  from  there  the  cbief  justice  and  other  witnesses  whom 
we  deemed  it  important  to  have  before  us.  But  the  testimony  of  so 
many  of  the  judicial  officers  of  the  State  as  we  have  taken  can  leave 
no  doubt  that,  as  against  the  violence  of  this  Ku-Klux  organization,  the 
authorities  of  the  State  cannot  secure  to  its  citizens  "  life,  liberty,  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness." 

The  resolutions  do  not  charge  the  committee  with  the  duty  of  exam- 
ining into  the  power  of  Congress  to  afford  a  remedy  for  so  great  a  depri- 
vation  of  their  rights  suffered  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
government  of  a  State.  They  have  discharged  their  duty  in  reporting 
the  facts  so  far  as  their  investigations  have  enabled  them  to  do  so,  and 
in  the  light  of  these  facts,  whether  any  and  what  remedy  can  be  applied, 
must  be  left  to  the  deliberations  of  Congress  to  determine. 

In  closing  this  report  as  to  the  investigation  thus  far  made  into  out- 
rages in  North  Carolina,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  the  largest  latitude  was 
allowed  in  the  examination  of  witnesses ;  that  they  were  not  confined 
in  their  statements  by  any  technical  rules  of  evidence ;  that  no  objection 
was  made  to  any  member  of  the  committee  examining  upon  any  ques- 
tion that  he  considered  had  any  relation  to  the  subject  of  inquiry ;  and 
that  consequently  much  of  the  testimony  elicited  may  seem  to  he  for- 
eign to  the  questien  whether  outrages  were  committed,  and  whethei 
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person  and  property  are  secure  in  the  State.  Of  this  class,  particularly, 
is  that  relating  to  the  management  of  railroads  and  the  disposition  of 
the  State  securities  by  railroad  presidents.  Where  public  men,  of  either 
party,  have  been  reflected  upon  by  testimony  in  this  incidental  wny,  it 
was  the  design  of  the  committee  to  call  them  that  they  might  have  the 
benefit  of  their  own  statements  in  answer ;  but  want  of  time  and  other 
reasons  already  stated  have  prevented  our  doing  so. 

While  engaged  in  i^rosecutiug  the  inquiry  as  to  Korth  Carolina  many 
communications  have  been  received  calling  for  examination  into  out- 
rages of  similar  character  to  those  complained  of  in  that  State,  which 
have  been  committed,  before  and  since  the  committee  was  organized,  by 
bands  of  men  in  disguise  in  other  States.  Comjjlaint  is  made  that 
within  the  last  two  weeks  the  capital  of  Kentucky  was  entered,  in  the 
night,  by  a  body  of  men  armed  and  masked,  who  proceeded  to  the  jail, 
took  possession  of  it,  set  at  liberty  a  man  charged  with  murder,  and 
then  rode  away  unmolested.  Shortly  before  that  the  jail  at  Union, 
South  Carolina,  was  entered  and  ten  prisoners  taken  out  and  killed. 
Like  complaints  of  murder,  scourging,  aud  violence,  without  redress,  and 
demands  for  investigation  and  the  protecting  arm  of  the  Government 
against  these  lawless  marauders,  have  been  forwarded  from  the  States 
of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
Virginia,  Kentucky,  Texas,  and  Tennessee.  Into  none  of  these  could 
the  committee  examine,  considering  it  better  to  pursue  our  inquiry  to 
completion,  if  possible,  in  one  State,  rather  than  take  partial  and  dis- 
jointed statements  as  to  all,  and  leaving  to  the  Senate  the  determination 
of  whether  the  public  interests  require  this  investigation  to  be  pursued 
further. 
Kespectfully  submitted, 

JOnX  SCOTT. 

HENRY  WILSON. 

Z.  CHANDLER. 

BENJ,  E.  RICE. 

JAMES  W.  NYE. 


JOURNAL 

OF  THE 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  SEIlp^TE  TO  INVESTIGATE  AL- 
LEGED OUTEAGES  IN  THE  SOUTHEEX  STATES. 


In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  January  19,  1871. 

Resolved.  That  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
communicating  copies  of  reports  of  outrages  upon  persons  and  prop- 
erty in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  other  Southern  States,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  tive  members,  who  shall  have 
})0wer  to  employ  a  clerk  and  stenographer,  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  and  to  investigate  the  matters  tlierein  referred  to,  and  into  the 
truth  or  falsehood  of  the  crimes  and  outrages  of  a  ])olitical  character, 
alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  the  Southern  States,  and  whether 
there  be  in  those  States  security  for  persons  and  property. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  be  appointed  by  the  Vice-President. 

January  20, 1871. 

The  Vice-President  appointed  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Chandler, 
]\3r.  Eice,  and  Mr.  Bayard,  said  committee. 
Attest:  GEO.  C.  GOEHAM, 

Secretary. 

By  w.  J.  Mcdonald 

Chief  Cleric. 

Washington,  D,  C,  January  21,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  call  of  its  chairman ;  present,  the 
chairman,  (Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Wilson,  Eice,  and  Chandler. 

The  chaiiman  was  authorized  to  procure  the  services  of  William  Blair 
Lord  as  stenographer  of  the  committee,  and  to  select  a  clerk. 

The  committee  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday,  the  23d  iust.,  at 
10  o'clock  a.  m.,  in  the  room  of  the  Committee  on  Eetrenchment. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  23,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  present,  the  chaiman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Wilson,  Chandler,  and  Eice. 

The  oath  of  July,  18G2,  was  administered  by  the  chairman  to  Wm. 
Blair  Lord,  (appointed  stenographer.) 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

Ordered,  That  any  two  members  of  the  committee,  in  the  absence  of 
the  other  members,  may  take  testimony. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  January  19,  1871,  authorizing  the 
ap[)ointment  of  a  committee,  Avas  laid  before  the  committee  by  the 
chairman. 

The  messages  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  January  13,  and 
17, 1871,  relating  to  affairs  in  North  Carolina,  were  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee by  the  chairman. 

The  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  tomorrow. 
Ill 
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Washington,  D.  C,  January  24, 1871. 
The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjourument ;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Chandler,  Eice,  and  Bayard. 
The  following  witness  was  examined :  Joseph  W.  Holden. 
The  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  10^  o'clock  a.  m,,  to-morrow. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  25, 1S71. 

The  committee  met  ]nirsnant  to  adjournment ;  present,  the  chair- 
man, (Mr.  Scott,)  ]\Iessrs.  Wilson,  Chandler,  Rice,  and  Bayard. 

After  having  been  some  time  in  session,  the  committee  adjourned  to 
meet  on  Friday,  the  27th  inst.,  at  lOi  o'clock  a.  m. 

Washington,  D,  C,  January  27,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Wilson,  Bayard,  and  Ilice. 

Thomas  A.  Maguire  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  committee,  to  whom 
the  chairman  administered  the  oath  of  July,  18G2. 

The  following  witness  was  examined :  George  W.  Kirk. 

The  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  10^  o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  28, 1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Bayard,  Rice,  and  Chandler. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined  :  George  W.  Kirk,  (concluded.) 
James  E.  Boyd,  Henry  C.  Lashlee,  Peter  R.  Harden. 

The  committee  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  30th  inst.  at  10^  o'clock  a,  m. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  30, 1871. 
The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  JMessrs.  Rice,  Chandler,  and  Bayard. 
The  following  witness  was  examined :  Peter  R.  Harden. 
The  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  10^  o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 

Washington,  T).  C,  January  31, 1871. 

The  coramitte  nu't  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Wilson,  Chandler,  and  Bayard. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined  :  W.  G.  Turrentine,  Samuel 
Alien. 

Ordered^  That  arrangemements  be  made  for  the  immediate  jmnting 
of  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee,  and  that  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Printing  be  directed  to  furnish  the  committee  with  twenty 
copies,  in  sheets,  as  the  same  may  be  printed,  in  order  to  enable  the 
members  more  conveniently  to  examine  the  testimony  previous  to 
drawing  up  the  report ;  the  Superintendent  to  take  measures  that  the 
testimony  furnished  to  him  for  printing  shall  be  kept  secret,  and  no 
copies  of  the  same  to  be  furnished  to  any  one  without  the  order  of  the 
committee. 

Tlie  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  10^  o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  1, 1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Wilson,  Bayard,'  Ptice,  and  Chandler. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined :  Samuel  Allen,  (concluded,) 
W.  P.  Bynum. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

Ordered,  Thnt  tbe  cliairman  be  authorized,  in  the  consideration  of  any 
appropriation  bill  in  the  Senate,  to  ask  that  the  appropriation  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  this  investigation  be  increased  to  $20,000. 

The  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  10^  o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 

Washington,  J).  C,  Fehruary  2,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chairman, 
'Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Bayard. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined,  Lewis  Hanes,  George  W. 
Nason,  jr. 

The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  lOi  o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 

WASHiNfTTON,  D.  C,  Fehruary,  3,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Wilson,  Chandler  and  Bayard. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined  :  Timothy  F.  Lee,  W.  R.  Al- 
bright, Hon.  Thomas  Settle. 

The  committee  adjourned  to  meet  "at  10^  o'clock  on  Monday,  the  6th 
mstant. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  6,  1871, 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr,  Scott.)  Messrs.  Chandler,  Rice,  and  Bayard. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined :  Hon.  C.  R.  Thomas,  R.  F. 
Bosher. 

The  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  lOJ  o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 

Washington,  D,  C,  February  7,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Chandler  and  Bayard. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined :  H.  H.  Dowell,  C.  D.  Up- 
church,  Hon.  I.  L.  Henry. 

The  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  10|  o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 

Washington,  T>.  C,  Fehruary  8,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs,  Wilson,  Chandler,  and  Bayard. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined  :  Rev,  James  Reed,  Virgil  S, 
Lusk, 

Ordered,  That  the  chairman  be  instructed  to  offer  in  the  Senate  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  Condition  of 
the  Southern  States  be  authorized  to  hold  sessions  during  the  sessions 
[)f  the  Senate,  to  report  to  the  Senate  from  time  to  time,  and  that  two 
additional  members  be  added  to  the  committee. 

The  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  10^  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  9,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Rice  and  Bayard. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined :  T.  B.  Keogh,  Robert  W,  Lo- 
gan, 

The  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  lOi  o'clock  on  Saturday,  the  lltb 
instant. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  Fehnmry  11,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  5  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Nye  and  Bayard. 

The  chairman  i)resented  the  following  extracts  from  the  journal  of 
the  Senate : 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  February  8,  1871. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott, 

Besolved,  That  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  Condition  of  the  Sonthern 
States  be  authorized  to  hold  sessions  during  the  sessions  of  the  Senate,  to  report  to 
the  Senate  from  time  to  time,  and  that  two  additional  members  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Februaky  11,  1871. 

In  pirrsuance  of  the  order  of  the  Senate  of  the  Sth  instant,  the  Vice-President 
appointed  Mr.  Stewart  and  Mr.  Blair  additional  members  on  the  select  committee  to 
-uvestigate  alleged  outrages  iu  tlie  Southern  States.  On  the  9th  iiistant,  Mr.  Stewart 
having  been  excused  from  service  on  the  committee,  the  Vice-President  appointed  Mr. 
Nye  to  till  the  vacaucj'. 

The  following;-  wituesses  -were  examined:  A.  T.  Dandsin,  James  E. 
Boyd,  (recalled.) 

The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  lOi  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  Monday, 
the  13th  instant. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Fehruary  13,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Chandler,  Nye,  Eice,  Bayard,  and  Blair. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined:  George  B.  Bergen,  Hon.  Wil- 
liam H.  Battle. 

The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  lOJ  o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Fehruary  14,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chair- 
man, (!Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Wilson,  Bice,  Nve,  Chandler,  Bayard,  and 
Blair. 

The  iollowing  witnesses  were  examined:  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Battle,  (con- 
tinued,) lion.  I).  L.  Bussell,  jr.,  IIou.  G.  W.  Logan. 

The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  10 J  o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 

WASHINGTON,  February  15,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;   present,  the  chair- 
man, (Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Chandler,  Bayard,  and  Blair. 
The  following  witnesses  were  examined:  George  Laws,  B.  F.  Moore. 
The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  10.^  o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 

•  Washington,  D.  C,  February  IG,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Rice,  Bayard,  and  Blair. 
The  following  witness  was  examined:  B.  F.  IMoore,  (continued.) 
The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  10.^  o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  February  17,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Eice,  Nye,  Bayard,  and  Bhiir. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined:  B.  ¥.  Moore,  (concluded;)  I. 
B.  Smith. 

The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  1()|  o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 

WASHiNaTON,  D.  C,  February  IS,  1S71. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Bayard  and  Blair. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined :  D.  E.  Goodloe,  Joseph  n. 
Wilson. 

The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Monday,  the  20th  instant,  at 
such  hour  as  may  be  designated  by  the  chairman. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  20, 1871. 

The  committee  met  at  12J  o'clock  p.  m.,  agreeably  to  call  of  the  chair- 
man; j>resent,  the  chairman,  (Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Eice,  Nye,  Chandler, 
Bayard,  and  Blair. 

The  lollowing  witnesses  were  examined:  T.  F.  Willeford,  E.  M.  Holt. 

The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  12^  o'clock  p.  m.,  to-morrow. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  21,  1871. 
The  committee  met  imrsuant  to  adjournment ;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Nye,  Eice,  and  Blair. 
The  followiug  witness  was  examined :  Jacob  A.  Long. 
The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  12|  o'clock  p.  m.,  to-morrow. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  22,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Chandler,  Nye,  Eice,  Bayard,  and  Blair. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined :  Hon.  George  W.  Brooks,  U. 
S.  Bradshaw,  Daniel  Worth,  George  S.  Eogers,  Lucien  H,  Murray. 

The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  12^  o'clock  p.  m.,  to-morrow. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  23,  1871. 

The  committee  met  i^ursuant  to  adjournment ;  i)resent,  the  chair- 
man, (Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Nye,  Bayard,  and  Blair. 

The  followiug  witnesses  were  examined :  Edwin  C.  Wilson,  David 
W.  Kerr,  Caswell  Holt. 

The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  12J  o'clock  p.  m.,  to-morrow. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  24,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  the  chair- 
man, (Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  N\^e,  Eice,  Wilson,  Bayard,  and  Blair. 

The  following  witness  was  examined :  Josiah  Turner,  jr. 

The  chairman  laid  before  the  committee  Senate  bill  No.  1223,  entitled 
^' A  bill  to  protect  citizens  against  certain  violations  of  their  civil  and 
political  rights  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States," 
from  which,  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Senate  had  been  discharged, 
and  which  w^as  referred  to  this  committee  on  February  7,  1871, 
,  The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  chairman. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  February  27, 1871. 

The  committee  met  i)ursuaut  to  the  call  of  the  chairman ;  present, 
the  chairman,  (Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Eice  and  Bayard. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined :  N.  A.  Ramsey  and  W.  W. 
N.  Hunter. 

The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  chairman. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  28,  1871. 
The  committee  met  pursuant  to  the  call  of  the  chairman ;  i^resent, 
the  chairman,  (Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Eice,  Bayard,  and  Blair. 
The  following  witness  was  examined:  John  Kerr. 
The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  chairman. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  7,  1871. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scottj)  Messrs.  Eice,  Wilson,  Chandler,  and  Blair. 

The  following  witnesses  were  examined  :  lion.  Edwin  G.  Eeade,  A.  L. 
Eamsoiu,  W.  A.  Albright. 

The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  8,  1871. 

The  committee  met  inirsuaut  to  adjournment ;  present,  the  chairman, 
(Mr.  Scott,)  Messrs.  Wilson,  Chandler,  Eice,  Nye,  and  Blair. 

The  chairman  stated  that  in  view  of  the  possible  early  adjournment 
of  the  first  session  of  the  Forty-second  Congress,  he  had  prepared  a 
report,  covering  the  investigation  so  far  as  it  had  progressed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler,  the  report  was  read  and  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  the  witnesses  who  had  been  subpoenaed,  and  who  are 
now  awaiting  examination,  be  discharged  for  the  present. 

The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  chairman. 


APPENDIX. 

message  of  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  COMMLTNICATING, 
IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  16TH 
OF  DECEMBER,  1870,  INFORMATION  IN  RELATION  TO  OUTRA(iES  COM- 
MITTED BY  DISLOYAL  PERSONS  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  OTHER  SOUTH- 
ERN STATES. 

To  the  Senafe  of  the  United  States  : 

In  reply  to  tho  rosolntion  of  the  Senate  of  the  16tli  of  December,  1870,  requesting  to 
be  furnished  with  iniormatiou  rehitivo  to  tho  organization  of  disloyal  persons  iu 
North  Carolina  having  in  view  resistance  of  the  United  States  laws,  denial  of  protec 
tiou,  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  liberties  secured  under  the  United  .States, 
&c.,  I  transmit  herewith  abstracts  of  reports  and  other  papers  on  file  in  the  War  De- 
partment relative  to  outrages  in  North  Carolina;  and  also,  for  the  information  of  the 
Senate,  those  relative  to  outrages  in  the  other  Southern  States.  The  original  reports 
and  papers  are  too  volnnnnons  to  be  copied  in  season  to  be  used  by  the  jjresent  Con- 
gress, but  are  easily  accessible  for  reference,  and  copies  of  such  jiapers  can  be  furnished 
aa  the  Senate  may  deem  uecessary. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 

Executive  Mansion,  January  13, 1871. 
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TESTIMONY  AS  TO  OUTRAGES  COiBIITTED  IN  SOUTHERN  STATES,  WITH 
BRIEF  ABSTRACTS  AND  DOCUMENTS. 

[Note — TJpon  examination  of  the  records  of  the  hpadqnarters  Armies  IJnited  States  (General 
Grant's)  it  appears  that  many  papers  in  regard  to  outrages,  murders,  &c.,  committOil  in  Southern 
States,  were  refeiTed  to  the  commanding  generals  of  the  several  military  districts  and  departments 
where  the  occurrence  took  place,  and  that  others  were  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  from  time 
to  time,  and  not  retuined;  but  the  principal  matter  relative  to  these  outrages  is  contained  in  the 
acciimpanying  documents. 

The  rep'ort.s  of  Generals  Halleek.  Terry,  and  Eeynolds  for  1870  are  not  included,  all  the  annual  reports 
of  division  and  department  commanders  for  that  year  having  been  handed  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
early  in  December,  1870.] 

ABSTRACTS. 

January  2,  1867,  General  E.  O.  C.  Ord,  commaixlino-  Department  cf  the  Arlransas, 
and  assistant  commissioner  Freedm.en'8  Bureau  for  tliat  State  and  Indian  Territory 
forwards  memorandnm  of  reports  from  different  sections  of  the  State,  of  murders  and 
outrages,  received  at  that  oftice  since  December  22,  186S. 

January  5, 1867,  says  the  necessity  of  the  military  ser\'ico  in  that  department  requires 
a  mounted  force  to  be  at  his  disposal  immediately  for  the  suiipression  of  la\vlessness  and 
disorder. 

January  9,  10,  and  12,  1867,  forvrards  copies  of  communications  from  different  ofScers 
and  citizens,  reporting  lawlessness  aud  outrages  in  tlie  Department  of  the  Arkansas  ; 
also,  report  of  operations  from  time  of  assuming  command,  August  29,  1866. 

Report  of  Major  General  George  H.  Thomas,  commanding  military  division  of  the 
Tennessee,  with  those  of  Generals  Daniel  Sickles,  A.  H.  Terry,  George  Stoncman,  and 
T.  H.  Ruger,  in  regard  to  outrages  in  the  Southern  States,  committed  by  Avliites  upon 
blacks,  aud  vice  versa,  with  action  takeii  by  the  authorities,  since  the  surrender  of  the 
rebel  armies;  forwarded  March  1,  1866. 

General  Stoneman,  commanding  Department  of  Tennessee,  under  date  of  February 
5,  1866,  transmits  reports  of  subordinate  commanders,  in  regard  to  outrages  occurring 
within  his  command. 

January  26,  1866,  Brevet  Major  General  John  C.  Smith,  commanding  district  of  West 
Tennessee,  transmits  report  of  Lieutenant  T.  H.  Ward,  provost  marshal  of  freedmen, 
of  outrages  committed  by  whites  again.st  the  freedmen,  aud  the  reverse,  and  states  that 
many  outrages,  principally  thefts,  are  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  colored  sol- 
diers;  but  as  such  cases  were  not  immediately  reported,  the  parties  implicated  could 
not  be  identified.  The  report  of  Lieutenant  Ward  shows  tifty-two  cases  of  misdemeanor, 
including  one  shooting  affray  and  one  assault  with  knife. 

.January  20,  1866,  General  Alvan  C.  Gilleni,  commanding  district  of  East  Tennessee, 
incloses  the  affidavits  of  two  freedmen,  setting  forth:  1.  That  while  Robert  Johnson,  a 
discharged  soldier  from  Comjiany  E,  One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  regiment  Colored 
Infantrj',  was  stopping,  on  his  way  to  Richmond,  Virginia,  at  a  house  iu  Gallowstown. 
a  pistol  was  taken  from  him  by  the  police,  with  a  promise  that  it  would  be  returned  to 
liim  the  next  morning.  On  going  to  the  party  who  held  the  pistol  in  possession,  he  was 
abused  and  shot  at  several  times,  and  the  pistol,  for  which  he  paid  eighteen  dollars, 
denied  him.  2.  Spencer  Swathe,  a  soldier  of  Compauy  M,  First  United'States  Colored 
Infantry,  while  on  his  way  to  join  his  regiment,  from  sick  leave,  stopped  at  a  house  of 
Mr.  Bridges,  where  his  wife  was  living,  to  leave  some  money  with  her.  While  there  he 
was  assaulted  by  two  men.  Bill  McFarlan  and  Breslau  Swathe,  the  former  striking  him 
with  an  ax  on  the  head,  and  robbed  of  0.50,  a.  pistol,  a  rille,  his  overcoat,  and  boots. 
The  same  xiarties  also  took  six  dollars  from  his  Avife. 

Another  paper,  inclosed  l»y  General  Gillem,  exhibits  the  report  of  Colonel  W.  B.  Gaw, 
Sixteenth  United  States  Colored  Infautiy,  dated  Chattanooga,  January  1, 1866,  in  which 
he  states  that  on  September  5,  one  Bartlett  Vinson,  a  citizen  of  Chattanooga,  murdered 
a  soldier  of  the  First  United  States  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  and  gave  in  excuse  as  the 
provocation  for  the  deed  that  some  negro  had  stolen  goods  from  him  a  night  or  two  be- 
fore. As  another  instance  of  unprovoked  hostility  against  the  colored  people,  he  re- 
lates that  two  citizens  of  Broomtown  Valley  set  the  school-house  for  colored  children 
en  fire  to  prevent  their  being  taught  there.  Several  colored  persons  have  beeu  mur- 
dered in  the  vicinity  of  the  post,  biit  it  is  not  known  by  whom,  whites  or  blacks.  A  mo.st 
revolting  case  transpired  on  the  night  of  December  29,  I860,  wherein  negroes  were  the 
giiilty  parties.  Some  eight  or  ten  entered  the  house  of  Mr.  Tliomas  A.  Moore,  living- 
some  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  post,  aud  not  onlj-  beat  the  old  gentleman  and 
robbed  him  of  his  money,  but  shamefully  abused  the  niece  of  Mr.  Moore  and  his  wife, 
and  violated  their  persons.      The  gaiilty  parties  have  not  been  recognized  or  arrested. 

General  Gillem,  in  referring  to  the  outrages  enumerated  in  the  reports  forwarded  l)y 
him,  remarks  that  all  disturbances  of  this  character  are  occasioned  more  by  the  disor- 
ganized condition  of  society  there,  and  the  consequent  immuuity  with  which  such  acts 
may  be  committed,  than  by  any  settled  antipathy  between  the  whites  and  blacks. 

January  28, 1866,  John  Seage,  sup^jrintendent  BurJsau  Refugees,  Freedmen,  aud  Aban- 
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cloned  Lauds,  reports  15  cases  of  assault  aud  2  murders  conxuiitted  by  the  wliites  ou 
the  blacks. 

January  9,  1866,  Breret  Major  General  Thomas  H.  Ruger,  commanding  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  transmits  report  of  outrages  in  his  department,  showing  10  cases  of 
murder,  1  of  manslaughter,  3  of  assault  with  intent  to  kiU,  G  of  rape,  119  of  assault 
and  battery ;  total,  139  crimes  on  the  person,  aud  30  cases  of  burglary,  17  of  larceny, 
12  of  robbery  ;  total,  59  crimes  not  ou  the  person. 

January  22,  1866,  Major  General  Daniel  Sickles  transmits  report  of  persons  tried  and 
convicted  before  provost  courts  in  his  department  during  the  months  of  August,  Sep- 
tember, October,  November,  and  December,  1865,  showing  90  white  and  605  black  .for 
stealing,  25  white  and  45  black  for  disorderly  conduct,  135  white  and  55  black  for 
drunkenness,  60  white  and  123  black  for  assault ;  total  white,  310 ;  total  black,  828. 
General  Sickles  also  incloses  testimony  taken  by  officers  of  the  Freedmcn's  Bureau. 

January  11,  1866,  General  Alfred  H.  Terry,  commanding  Department  of  Yirginia, 
transmits  a  list  of  outrages  committed  bj^  whito  people  upon  blacks,  and  vice  vema,  as 
reported  by  district  commanders  ;  enumerates  48  cases,  mostly  assaults,  burglary,  lar- 
ceny, and  several  murders. 

January  27,  1866,  General  Terry  transmits  supplemental  report  of  outrages  in  his 
department,  as  furnished  by  officers  of  the  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and  Aban- 
doned Lands,  showing  22  cases  of  assault,  Arc. 

January  16,  1866,  Jlajor  General  Tliomas  G.  Wood,  commandiug  the  Department  of 
Mississippi,  transmits  report  of  outrages  committed  in  his  department,  enumerating  38 
cases,  including  assaults,  burglary,  nmrder,  &,c.. 

January  9,  1866,  General  John  E.  Smith,  coiymanding  District  of  West  Tennessee, 
reports  the  state  of  matters  between  the  citizens  aud  the  negro  soldiers  in  hisconmiand. 
Inclosed  charges  against  nine  soldiers  of  the  One  hundred  aud  thirty-sixth  Regiment 
United  States  Colored  Infantry,  for  assault  with  intent  to  kill. 

January  lU,  1866,  General  B.  II.  Grierson,  connnandiug  District  of  Huntsville,  reports 
outrages  committed  in  his  district,  consisting  mostlj'  of  assaults,  some  murders,  high- 
way robbery,  burglaries,  and  larceny. 

January  3,  1866,  Major  John  D.  Wilkins,  Fifteenth  Infantry,  provost  marshal  Dis- 
trict of  ilobile,  transmits  re^iort  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  military  prison  at  Mobile, 
Alabama,  from  A])ril  10,  1865,  to  January  3,  1866;  charges  mostly  assaidts. 

February  9,  1866,  Brevet  Major  General  Charles  R.  Woods,  commanding  Department 
of  Alabama,  transmits  report  of  outrages  by  Avhites  against  blacks,  and  reverse ; 
incloses  affidavits  and  charges  against  soldieis  of  colored  troops. 

December  29,  1865,  Colonel  George  I).  Robinson,  superintendent  Bureau  Refugees, 
Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands,  Mobile,  Alabama,  forwards  testimony  in  cases  of  out- 
rages perpetrated  on  the  persons  and  jiroperty  of  colored  jjeople,  and  the  murder  of 
Mr.  W.  U.  Bass,  of  Baden  Springs,  Alabama. 

October  9,  1866,  Captain  William  A.  Poillon,  assistant  superintendent  Bureau  Refu- 
gees, Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands,  transmits  report  and  testimony  in  the  case  of 
Lemuel  Bowdeu,  John  Dudley,  and  Casswell  Lambert,  charged  with  the  miuder  of  a 
Ireedmau  and  his  laniily  in  Monroe  County,  Alabama. 

Report  of  Cai>tain  I'oillon,  inclosing  affidavits  in  cases  of  assaults,  murder,  &c.,  iu 
Clark  County,  Alabama. 

November  10,  1865,  Major  General  Osterhaus,  commanding  Department  of  Mississippi, 
incloses  rcitort  of  Brevet  Major  General  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  northern  district  of 
Mississippi,  regarding  the  killing  of  a  citizen  of  Mississippi  by  a  guard  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Indiana  Cavalry. 

The  report  of  General  Force  shows  that  a  detachment  from  Company  I,  Thirteenth 
Indiana  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Bailey,  was  sent  out  to  recover  mules 
which  had  been  run  oil"  bj'  citizens,  aud  suspicion  resting  ou  Major  Moiris,  they  arrested 
him.  He  would  not  submit  to  the  arrest  aud  attemj)ted  to  break  away,  when  he  was 
shot  by  the  guard. 

May  19,  1869,  commanding  general  Department  of  Louisiana  forwards  reports,  iu 
which  he  states  that  ho  has  ordered  troops  from  Jackson  Barracks  to  Jefierson,  Louisi- 
ana, to  assist  the  police  there,  they  being  again  oi>posed,  aud  the  governor  powerlesa 
to  preserve  the  peJiee. 

July  20,  1869,  D.  Woodruff,  of  Tuscaloosa,  Tuscaloosa  County,  Alabama,  in  a  letter 
to  the  President,  asks  protection  against  Ku-Klux  outrages  in  that  couuty  ;  states  that 
some  twenly-six  murders  have  oceiured  iu  that  county  within  the  past  few  months, 
besides  other  outrages,  and  as  yet  not  a  single  arrest;  recommends  that  Tuscaloosa 
County,  wliieh  is  the  head-center  of  Ku-Klux  outrages,  be  put  under  martial  law,  as  it 
would  arrest  outrages  all  over  the  State,  and  cause  some  respect  for  the  State  govern- 
ment, as  it  is  at  present  openly  defied. 

January,  1871. — Memorandum,  v.ithout  signature,  left  at  the  War  Department,  giving 
the  names  of  some  of  the  persons  who  have  been  put  to  death  in  Alabama  within  the 
last  two  years  by  persons  wearing  the  disguise  of  the  "  Ku-Klux  Klan :  " 

1.  Alexander  Boyd,  esq.,  white,  solicitor  for  Green  Couuty,  living  at  Eutaw,  the 
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county  seat.    Taken  from  his  room  in  the  hotel  where  he  was  boarding,  in  the  night 
of  May  21,  1870,  by  a  large  band  of  Kn-Klux,  and  put  to  death. 

2.  Guilford  Cole'man,  leading  colored  man  iu  Greene  County. 

3,  4,  5,  and  6.  Thomas  Johnson,  Levi  Smiley,  David  Jones,  and  Samuel  or  Thomas 
Snoddy,  all  colored  men  living  in  Greene  County. 

7.  Burke,  a  leading  colored  man  living  iu  Sumter  County ;  was  a  member  of 

the  legislatiire. 

8.  Frank  Diggs,  a  colored  man  who  was  United  States  mail  agent  on  the  Selma  and 
Meridian  Railroad,  shot  iu  his  mail  car  near  the  Alabama  and  Misssssippi  line,  a  short 
time  before  the  election  in  November  last. 

9.  William  C.  Luke,  white,  teacher  of  school  for  colored  children,  at  Patoua,  Calhoun 
County.  Hung  near  the  village  of  Cross  Plains,  Calhoun  Countv,  on  the  night  of 
July  11,  1870. 

10.  11,  12,  13,  14,  15.  Toney  Cliff,  Berry  Harris,  Caesar  Frederick,  William  Hall,  Essex 
Hendrick,  and  Jacob  Moore,  all  colored  men,  put  to  death  at  the  same  time  and  place 
as  Mr.  Luke. 

16.  Eighteen  colored  men,  living  in  Millersville,  Clay  County,  were  cruelly  beaten  by 
a  band  of  disguised  men  for  voting  the  republican  ticket  in  November  last.  Two  were 
beaten  with  boards  into  which  small  nails  had  been  driven. 

General  Halleck,  September  14,  18G9,  forwards,  for  information  of  the  General-in- 
Chief,  report  from  headquarters  Dexiartmcnt  of  the  South  on  the  Hancock  County 
troubles  in  Geoi'gia. 

William  A.  Harrison  (colored)  complained  that  when  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature 
of  the  State  he  had  been  compelled  [expelled?]  for  being  a  person  of  color  ;  that  the 
lives  of  all  advocates  of  the  republican  party  in  the  county  Avere  unsafe;  himself  and 
others  having  been  thi'eatened  with  violence  and  death,  both  openly  and  by  letters 
signed  K.  K.  K.,  and  other  symbols ;  that  colored  persons  had  been  taken  out  and 
whipped ;  and  that  June  15,  1869,  one  Harper,  a  colored  mau,  had  been  killed,  it  was 
believed  for  political  opinions,  &c. 

Captain  J.  Kline,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  was  sent  to  investigate  the  matter,  who 
rei)orted  that  he  did  not  believe  an  organized  baud  of  Ku-Klux  Klau  existed  in  the 
vicinity  named ;  that  the  whipping  had  been  done  by  unknown  parties,  and  that 
evidence  seemed  to  show  that  Harper  had  been  killed  in  a  personal  encoiinter,  &c. 

May  23, 1869,  Colonel  Joseph  A.  Mower,  commanding  Department  of  Louisiana,  asked 
if  he  could  send  a  company  of  cavalry  to  Caddo  Parish,  Louisiana,  from  Jefterson,  to 
protect  a  man  threatened  by  an  armed  gang,  and  arrest  desperadoes;  said  tlie  civil 
authorities  were  powerless.  In  reply,  the  General  of  the  Army  said  that  if  the  governor 
would  certify  to  the  inability  of  the  civil  authorities  to  maiutain  order,  and  it  was 
impracticable  to  convene  the  legislature,  and  if  the  man  would  make  afhdavit  charg- 
ing any  certain  persons  with  threatening  his  life,  he  could  arrest  them  with  an  infan- 
try company  and  imprison  them  until  they  gave  bond  to  keep  the  peace.  Colonel  M. 
was  asked  if  he  could  not  hold  the  parish  sheriff'  and  jiolice  nuigistrates  responsible. 

June  14,  1869,  Colonel  Mower  transmitted  report  of  Captain  Joseph  Kerin,  showing 
the  inefficient  condition  of  his  company,  (F,)  Sixth  Cavalry,  for  active  duty  in,Depart- 
meut  of  Louisiana. 

May  27,  1869,  the  sheriff  of  Caddo  Parish  reported  that  a  gang  of  horse-thieves  and 
murderers  had  committed  murderous  dei)redations  upon  freedmen  and  planters,  and 
endeavored  to  murder  Major  R.  Wilkinson.  Requested  some  mounted  troops.  Trans- 
mitted 1)y  Governor  Warmothto  Colonel  Mower,  who,  in  a  letter  to  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  the  Ai-my,  says  he  ordered  a  detachment  of  cavalry  to  protect  Major  Wilkinson 
and  assist  the  civil  authorities. 

December  29,  18G6,  Thomas  Maxwell,  postmaster  at  Rectortown  Station,  Virginia, 
recites  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  particulars  of  brutal  treatment  practiced  u]iou  him 
by  James  E.  Rector  and  others,  said  outrages  being  directed  toward  Mr.  Maxwell  in 
consequence  of  his  having  taken  an  oath  to  serve  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
in  his  capacity  of  x^ostmaster,  and  for  being  thoroughly  a  Unionist. 

Second  Lieutenant  W.  S.  Chase,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  and  assistant  superintendent 
Freedmen's  Bureau,  examined  into  the  case,  and  re[)orted,  February  9,  1867,  that  Max- 
well was  badly  beaten  by  James  E.  Rector,  who,  on  one  occasion,  was  assisted  by  his 
brother,  W.  F.  Rector.  Maxwell,  being  an  old  man,  was  powerless  to  defend  himself, 
and  he  was  beaten  with  a  club  until  the  blood  ran  down  over  his  face.  This,  too,  in 
the  presence  of  Mr.  Maxwell's  daughter,  who  tried  iu  vain  to  assist  her  father. 

For  this  assault  the  Messrs.  Rector  were  linally  arrested,  tried,  and  found  guilty, 
and  made  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  cent  with  costs.  Judge  Holt,  in  conmienting  upou  the 
case,  states  that  the  sentence  imposed  upon  them  was  in  no  way  commensurate  with 
their  offense. 

January,  1870,  G.  AV.  Daniels  ct  al.  to  the  President,  complain  that  Boonvillc  County, 
Kentucky,  is  invested  with  roaming  bands  of  the  "  Ku-Klux ;"  murder  and  whipping 
of  Union  men  are  of  almost  nightly  occurrence,  and  therefore  ask  that  a  regiment  of  sol- 
diers be  sent  for  their  protection. 
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Referred  to  Secretary  of  War  Jaiinary  8,  1870,  and  to  General  of  the  Army  January 
13,  1870.  Returned  to  Secretary  of  War,  the  General  of  the  Army  asking  for  special 
instructions,  suggesting  that  until  some  law  is  jiassed  hy  Congress,  defining  clearly 
how  the  military  forces  can  act  lawfully  in  cases  of  this  kind,  the  military  author- 
ities do  not  act  for  the  present.  Recommends  the  whole  matter  to  be  submitted  to 
Congress. 

June  12,  18G8,  General  Canby,  commauding  Second  Military  District,  forwards  a  let- 
ter from  General  Scott,  relative  to  tlie  murder  of  Solomon  Dill,  county  commissioner 
and  member  elect  of  the  legislature.  States  that  in  his  judgement  the  murder  was 
jiui'ely  iiolitical. 

June  14,  1868,  General  Canby  reports  the  murder  of  W.  J.  Mixsou,  of  Barnwell 
County,  South  Carolina.  The  civil  authorities,  it  is  alleged,  positively  refused  to  ar- 
rest the  murderer.  Cites  also  the  murder  of  S.  W.  Dill,  by  a  party  of  live  to  nine 
men,  who  also  mortally  woimded  Dill's  wife,  and  killed  a  colored  man  who  tried  to 
make  his  escape  from  Dill's  house.  No  arrests  made  by  civil  authorities.  Says  it  is 
manifest  that  both  these  crimes  were  committed  for  political  piu-poses. 

Papers  relating  to  troubles  i)i  Xorth  Carolina. 

Governor  Holden,  March  10,  1870,  informed  the  President  that  it  had  been  his  duty 
to  declare  tlie  county  of  Alamauce  in  insurrection.  Gives  reasons  therefore,  and 
incloses  act  of  legislature  for  ])asis  of  proclamation. 

General  Meade,  jNIarch  11,  1870,  forwards  for  inforniatiou  of  the  General-in-Chief 
reports  from  headquarters  Department  of  Virginia,  relative  to  same  troubles.  Rej^ort 
of  Lieutenant  C.  P.  McTaggart,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  of  the  entry  into  town  of  Gra- 
ham, Alamance  County,  of  a  band  of  outlaws,  styled  by  themselves  Ku-Klux  Klan, 
who  took  a  mtdatto  man  from  his  bed  and  hung  him,  and  threatened  to  hang  others, 
it  is  believed,  only  on  account  of  rej)ublican  sentiment ;  several  parties,  black  and  white 
men,  cruelly  whipped;  the  band  in  the  county  is  reported  about  \)()0  strong,  under  the 
leadership  of  one  Moore.  Commanding  officer  post  of  Raleigh,  asks  for  '2(10  additional 
troops  to  be  sent  to  the  State.  Governor  Holden  calls  upon  the  department  commander 
for  a  larger  force  of  troops.  General  Canby  says  the  rci)orts  do  not  show  that  insur- 
rection exists  or  is  inuninent,  and  that,  under  existing  laws,  he  is  of  opinion  the  addi- 
tional troops  applied  for  by  the  governor  can  only  be  furnished  by  authority  fiom  the 
President.  Pamjjhlet  contains  examination  before  Jiulge  Thomas,  third  district,  of 
members  of  Ku-Klux  Klan  for  murder,  conspiracy,  arson,  Ac,  in  Leuoir  County. 

The  Secretary  of  ^^'ar,  March  10,  1870,  directed  that  a  few  couipanies  of  troops  be 
sent  to  the  counties  in  iusiurcctiou,  and  General  Canby  was  so  instructed  by  the  Adju- 
tant General  by  telegrauj  March  17,  1870. 

General  Terry,  Decemlier  17.  18GD,  forwards  official  conunuuicatiou  of  Captain 
Charles  R.  Paul,  Eightienth  Infantry,  rehitiv(>  to  outrages  in  Georgia.  Informed  sher- 
iff of  Walton  County  that  aid  would  be  furnished  if  desired,  but  was  not  called  upon, 
and  since  that  time  two  or  three  outrages  have  been  committed. 

iSIay  "2;!.  1-<(>U,  Howell  C.  I'lournoy.  justice  of  the  })eaee,  Athens,  Georgia,  informs  Gov- 
enun-  ibillock  of  the  nuirder  of  a  colored  man  by  on(;  Frank  Allison,  an  ex-conlederat<i 
soldier  and  a  noted  bad  character.  No  arrest.  Says  iho  country  is  in  an  alarming 
state,  rumors  of  nuirders  being  constantly  heard. 

Report  of  Captain  Kline,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  of  an  investigation  ordered  by  General 
Terry,  June  30,  1801),  in  regard  to  the  above  nuirder,  states  the  negro  was  shot  by  Alli- 
son without  provocation.  A  warrant  issued  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  bailitf,  but 
Allison  had  left  the  country  and  was  not  arrested.  Rei)orts  the  murder  of  two  uegroes 
in  Clark(5  County  since  the  close  of  the  war,  the  murderers  in  each  case  escaping. 
States  there  is  no  evidence  of  the  increase  of  crime  since  the  war.  Does  not  think  the 
civil  officers  as  a  rule  are  disposed  to  act  promptly,  sulfering  crimiuals  to  make  their 
escape.  Appends  report  of  examination  of  Mr.  Flournoy  as  to  political  feeling,  «5cc.,  in 
that  section. 

February  '2,  1800,  General  Canby,  commanding  Fifth  Military  District,  forwards  re- 
port of  Captain  Sanger,  Seventeenth  Infiiutry,  relative  to  recent  distmbauces  in  aud 
about  Woodville,  Tyler  Comity,  Texas. 

Captain  Sanger,  being  dispatched  to  Woodville  to  effect  the  arrest  of  W.  A.  Steele 
and  G.  W.  Kirkwood,  charged  with  an  attempt  upon  his  life,  was  met  by  an  armed 
force  collected  by  these  men,  and  to  prevent  a  collision,  his  force  of  ten  men  not  being 
able  to  cope  with  the  mob,  he  took  possession  of  the  court-house,  where  he  was  be- 
sieged until  relieved  by  reciiforcements  from  Lexington.  Repeated  threats  were  made  , 
that  the  building  would  be  burned,  &c.  Civil  authorities  acted  in  a  ]tiisillanimous 
manner,  rendering  no  assistance.  Steele  and  Kirkwood,  with  others  implicated,  after- 
ward voluntarily  surrended  to  the  military  authorities. 

General  Reynolds,  July  15,  1801),  forwards  olHcial  communication  of  Second  Lieuten- 
ant William  A.  Thompson,  Fourth  Cavalry,  rei)orting  outrages  committed  iu  and 
around  Helena,  Texas,  aud  that  troops  are  needed  to  preserve  order. 
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General  Eosseaii,  commanding  Department  of  Louisiana,  (Louisiana  and  Arkansas,) 
in  his  annual  report,  dated  October,  1868,  mentions  troubles  in  New  Orleans,  and  State 
of  Louisiana,  as  follows  : 

Riot  on  Canal  street,  New  Orleans  ;  two  stores  gutted,  and  four  negroes  killed;  mur- 
der of  sberift",  Colonel  Pope,  and  Judge  Valentine  Chase,  Saint  Mary's  Parish ;  another 
riot  in  Canal  street ;  negroes  killed  by  democratic  procession  ;  killing  of  Mr.  Dnrand, 
editor  of  "  Progress,"  in  Saint  Dandry  Parish  ;  no  arrests.  Necessity  for  troops  in 
Saint  Bernard  to  protect  colored  prisoners  from  mobs. 

Forwards  report  of  investigation  by  First  Lieutenant  Cawlin,  Nineteenth  Infantry,  of 
troubles  in  Fulton  County,  Arkansas. 

September  13,  1869,  General  Ames,  commanding  Fourth  Military  District,  forwards 
consolidated  report  of  outrages,  murders,  «fcc.,  committed  in  that  district  since  March 
16,  1869,  and  states  the  civil  authorities  fail  to  administer  justice. 

This  report  contains  reports  of  post  commanders,  sheriffs,  and  others,  relating  to 
minders,  &c.,  in  aggregate  as  follows :  murders  22,  and  upward  of  40  outrages,  (in- 
cluding murders,  assaults,  arson,  &c.,)  the  perpetrators,  with  but  few  exceptions,  es- 
caping. 

General  Ames,  in  addition  to  the  above,  reports,  as  occurring  since  March,  1889, 
thirty-two  murders,  (including  that  of  Colonel  Crane,)  thirteen  assaults  with  intent 
to  kill,  and  thirteen  outrages  ;  states  that  a  number  ot  persous  charged  with  commit- 
ting these  murders,  &c.,  were  arrested  by  troops  and  held  at  different  posts  for  trial  by 
militai-y  commission,  thirteen  of  whom  were  taken  from  his  control  on  their  applica- 
tion to  the  United  States  judge. 

May  17,  1869,  Charles  W.  Arnold,  postmaster  at  Albany,  Georgia,  petitions  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  for  protection  against  the  Ku-Klux  Klau,  which  infest  that 
State.  States  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  Ku-Klux  him  at  Americus,  Georgia,  a 
email  village  about  35  miles  from  Albany,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  revenue 
assessor.  Further  asserts  that  the  men  engaged  in  that  attempt  are  known  to  him  and 
his  family,  as  also  to  Colonel  W.  C.  Morrill,  revenue  collector,  second  district  Geoi'gia, 
and  United  States  deputy  marshal  Cox,  residing  at  Americus,  who  will  furnish  the 
names  of  the  parties,  if  he  should  be  muidered  hereafter.  Every  republican,  he  adds, 
is  in  danger  of  losing  his  life.  * 

From  an  investigation  made,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  the  War  Depai'tment, 
it  appears  that  an  assault  with  pistol  was  made  upon  Mr.  Arnold  in  the  latter  part  of 
April,  1869,  while  holding  the  appointment  of  assistant  assessor  of  internal  revenue,  by 
Mr.  Wells,  of  Americus,  Georgia,  whom  he  had  detected  in  making  a  false  return.  Mr. 
Arnold  reported  the  matter  to  Colonel  Morrill,  United  States  commissioner  at  Americus, 
and  endeavored  to  get  him  to  issue  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Wells,  but  Colonel 
Morrill  thought  it  could  not  be  done,  as  the  pistol  was  not  cocked,  and  was  not 
attempted  to  be  fired.  On  the  same  day,  about  dark,  he  was  informed  bj'  Mr.  Cox, 
United  States  marshal,  that  there  would  be  an  attempt  made  that  night  to  either  mob 
or  Sissassinate  him,  (Mr.  A.,)  and  that  Colonel  Morrill  had  sent  for  him  to  stay  at  his 
house.  It  appears  that  no  further  assaults  have  been  made  since  the  occurrence  recited 
above,  but  Captain  Fitch,  who  investigated  into  the  matter,  concludes  from  conversa- 
tions he  had  with  various  citizens  in  Albany,  that  there  is  not  a  little  ill-feeling  in  the 
minds  of  the  peojile  toward  Mr.  Arnold,  caused  bj"  his  being  a  radical. 

Mr.  Stephens,  a  ringleader  in  the  threatened  assault  on  Arnold,  is  one  of  the  city 
council,  and  acting  mayor  of  Americus.     His  character  is  fiir  from  good. 

The  impression  made  on  Captain  Fitch's  mind  is,  that  Union  men  are  in  no  more  dan- 
ger there  than  anywhere  else,  the  sentiment  of  the  masses,  as  far  as  he  could  jud"-e, 
being  against  all  attempts  at  violent  proceedings.  He  found  the  usual  prejudice  against 
Yankees  and  those  who  are  supposed  to  belong  to  the  radical  party,  but  this  prejudice 
is  not  likely,  in  his  opinion,  to  develop  any  disorderly,  proceedings. 

September  27,  1867,  Brigadier  General  E.  O.  C.  Ord,  commantling  Fourth  Military 
District,  submits  report  of  ojierations  within  his  command  during  the  year  1867,  and 
states  that  while  the  reconstruction  measures  of  Congress  are  unpopular  with  a 
majority  of  the  white  people,  their  execution  has  met  with  but  slight  opposition. 
The  ignorant  and  lawless,  from  whom  trouble  was  to  be  apprehended,  have  been  kept 
in  order  by  the  presence  of  troops,  distributed  for  that  purpose  throughout  the  district. 
The  operation  of  the  civil  laws  has  not  been  interfered  with,  except  to  remove  from 
the  civil  courts  cases  of  crimes  charged  upon  persons  who,  for  having  opposed  the 
rebellion,  had  reason  to  fear  jirejudice  against  them ;  also,  that  the  extension  of  suf- 
frage to  the  colored  people  has  aroused  a  sentiment  of  hostility  to  them  ;  and  he  is  led 
to  believe  that  a  larger  force  than  is  now  stationed  in  his  district  will  be  necessary  to 
protect  aud  secure  the  freedmen  the  right  of  suffrage;  and  if  protection  is  withdi'awn, 
the  Southern  people,  exas^jerated  at  what  they  deem  the  freedmeu's  presumption,  would 
not  be  very  gentle  toward  them. 

August  .5,  1869,  Brevet  Colonel  John  R.  Edie,  commanding  post  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  reports  facts  in  relation  to  the  riot  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  on 
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the  26th  of  July,  18G9,  in  which  twelve  soldiers  were  struck  with  stones  and  other 
missiles.     Forwarded  by  department  and  division  commanders. 

April  30,  1869,  Governor  Warmoth,  of  Louisiana,  in  a  communication  to  General 
Mower,  commanding  Department  of  Louisiana,  inclosed  letter  from  the  judge  of  tho 
twelfth  judicial  district  of  tho  State,  relative  to  the  crime  and  lawlessness  prevailing 
in  the  parish  of  Franklin,  and  the  necessity  for  the  p.-esence  of  United  States  troops 
there  in  order  to  secure  the  enforcement  of  laws  and  the  life  and  property  of  citizens, 
and  states  he  was  constrained  to  inform  him  that  at  present  there  was  no  adequate 
l^rotection  for  the  law-abiding  citizens  of  that  parish,  it  having  been  one  of  the  most 
turbulent  in  the  State,  and  the  civil  autliorities  were  powerless  to  protect  them  ;  asked, 
therefoi-e,  that  a  company  of  troo^is  be  sent  to  that  parish,  with  instructions  to  sustain 
the  civil  authorities. 

May  T),  1869,  transmitted  by  General  Mower  for  the  information  of  the  General  of  the 
Army,  together  with  cojiy  of  Special  Orders  91,  of  May  3,  1869,  from  his  headiiuarters, 
directing  one  company  of  the  Nineteenth  Infantry  to  take  post  at  Winusboro,  Frank- 
lin parish,  Louisiana. 

By  telegram  of  Slay  5,  1869,  from  this  otSce,  General  Mower  was  informed  that  his 
action  in  ordering  a  comjiauy  of  troops  to  Franklin  Parish  had  been  approved  by  the 
General  of  the  Army. 

January  29,  1869,  General  Canby,  commanding  Fifth  Military  District,  forwards  re- 
port of  Captain  Charles  Steelliammer,  commanding  jKist  of  Canton,  Texas,  relative  to 
the  revolutionary  and  desperate  character  of  the  disfranchised  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity, tlie  bitterness  between  them  and  Union  men,  &c.  A  detachment  sent  ont  by 
him  was  attacked  by  an  armed  force,  and  he  apprehended  furl  her  attacks,  unless  the 
garrison  could  be  strengthened;  civil  aiifliorities  worthless  or  jjowerless.  General 
Canby  reports  similar  condition  of  ali'airs  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  but  that  meas- 
ures iiad  been  taken  to  cause  the  authority  of  the  United  States  to  be  respected. 

Citizens  of  Greene  County,  Alabama,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  War  to  locate  a 
com]:)any  of  United  States  troops  in  Eutaw,  Greene  County,  Alabama,  to  prevent  law- 
lessness. 

November  13,  1868.  The  governor  of  Georgia  transmits  correspondences  between  tlic 
mayor  of  the  city  of  "Augusta  and  General  Meade,  commanding  Department  of  the 
South,  relative  to  an  election  to  be  held  in  that  city  on  the  2d  of  December  next,  and 
the  probability  of  trouble  arising  therefrom. 

December  20,  1870,  Honorable  ^Y.  B.  Stokes  inclosed  to  tho  President  of  the  United 
States  letters  of  B.  O.  Bowden,  dated  Jamestown,  Tennessee,  December  12,  1870,  who 
inclosed  letter  received  by  him  from  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  and  stated  that  the  treatment 
of  Union  men  at  the  hands  of  ex-rebels  is  shameful,  and  asks  for  protection. 

The  President  refers,  January  5,  1871,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  papers  relative  to 
trouble  in  North  Carolina: 

Printed  pan)phlet  of  examination  before  Judge  Thomas,  third  district,  of  members 
of  Ku-Klux  Klan,  for  murder,  arson,  &c.  > 

Communication  from  Governor  Hidden ;  incloses  printed  incident's  of  outrages,  ar- 
sons, and  murders,  committed  on  a  number  of  persons  in  diti'erent  counties,  including 
the  murder  of  State  Senator  Stephens. 

Governor  Holden  forwards  copies  of  reports,  &c.,  of  ontrages  in  ^Chatham  County  ; 
report  of  violence  and  ontrages  in  Person  County  ;  .school-house  burned  at  Ashboro, 
with  Ku-Klnx  ontrages  ;  Ku-Klux  outrages  and  as.saults  in  Wayne  County ;  .some  re- 
ports liom  Stokes  County,  and  no  action  taken  by  State  authorities;  several  reports 
from  Alamance  Connty,  violence,  &c.,  and  request  for  protection  from  ontrages  perpe- 
trated upon  republicans  by  disguised  men  ;  list  of  names  of  abont  2.j  persons  who  have 
been  whipped,  robbed,  threatened  with  death,  or  .shot,  in  Lincoln  County  ;  oath  of  the 
"  White  Brotherhood,"  or  Ku-Klux  Klan,  and  exposition  of  the  organization  by  au 
alleged  member. 

The  President  also  forwards  a  letter  from  W.  Stanley,  corroborated  by  Cliarles  W. 
Betts,  dated  Memphis,  Tennessee,  December  30,  1870,  giving  at  length  an  acconnt  ot 
alfairs  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  Avhere  he  was  outraged,  robbed,  and  from  whence 
forced  to  dee  to  save  his  lite. 

August  17,  18(>9,  General  Ilalleck,  commantling  Division  of  the  South,  forwarded 
papers  in  case  of  riot  in  Mobile,  Alabama,  August  5,  1869,  in  which  2  men  were  killed, 
and  .^  or  6  wounded. 

General  Terry,  September,  18(59,  forwarding  official  connnnnication  of  First  Lieu- 
tenant Eugene  B.  Gibbs,  United  States  Army,  relative  to  tlw  murder  of  Allred  Robin- 
son, killed  Angnst  14,  1869;  the  attempted  nuirder  of  Mr.  Marshman,  (white,)  and  the 
murder  of  Allen  Justice,  (colored.) 

The  murder  of  Alfred  Robinson  and  other  colored  men  was  for  the  i)nri)Ose  of  .secur- 
ing all  the  crops  which  were  worked  on  shares,  and  which  were  then  being  harvestetl. 

December  19,  1868,  Major  General  Meade,  conunanding  Department  of  the  South, 
forwarded  correspondence  between  himself,  the  United  States  deputy  marshal  and  tho 
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comTnissioner,  southern  district  of  Georgia,  relative  to  certaiii  desperate  cLaracters 
known  as  the  Ku-Khix  Klan. 

In  a  letter  dated  July  20,  1870,  his  Excellency  W.  W.  Holden,  governor  of  North 
Carolina,  informed  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States  that  the  counties 
of  Alamance  and  Caswell,  in  that  State,  had  heen  declared  in  a  state  of  insurrection, 
he  having  power  to  do  this  under  the  State  constitution  and  laws  of  the  general  as- 
sembly. That  he  had  embodied  militia,  occupied  said  counties,  and  made  important 
arrests ;  four  of  those  arrested  having  sued  out  writs  of  habeas  corpus.  Resistance 
being  threatened,  he  considered  it  vt?ry  imiiortaut  that  a  regiment  of  Federal  troops 
be  at  once  sent  to  the  State,  and  those  already  there  be  ordered  to  aid  him  promptly. 
Stated  that  Colonel  Kirk  had  350  white  men  in  command,  and  he  had,  in  Raleigh,  100 
colored  troops  and  60  white;  at  Hillsborough  50  white  men,  and  in  Gaston  County,  CO; 
his  whole  force  being  not  over  600.  Deemed  it  his  duty  to  acquaint  the  President  of 
this,  &c.  Looked  for  important  disclosures  regarding  the  "  Ku-Klux"  organization, 
before  the  military  court  which  he  had  organized.  Believed,  from  evidence,  that  Ex- 
President  Johnson  is  at  the  head  of  the  order,  and  General  Forrest  engaged  with  it, 
&c.  This  letter  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  order  of  the  President,  with 
directions  to  send  six  companies  to  Raleigh,  if  possible,  to  bo  "held  in  readiness  to 
preserve  the  peace  and  enforce  the  laws,  in  case  their  services  should  be  required,"  and 
General  Meade  was  instructed  accordingly  July  25, 1870. 

July  30,  1870,  Captain  G.  B.  Rodney,  commanding  a  company  of  the  Fourth  Artillery, 
at  Yanceyville,  North  Carolina,  reported  that  tliere  was  no  chance  of  collision  between 
the  citizens  and  State  troops ;  that  Colonel  Kirk  feared  an  attack  and  barricaded  the 
court-house,  &c.,  his  whole  caiise  of  alarm  being  foolish  reports  of  negroes.  Cited 
some  instances  to  show  that  the  citizens  were  ijeacefuUy  inclined.  Knew  and  saw 
nothing  of  any  "  Ku-Klnxism." 

August  2,  1870,  Colonel  Hunt,  Fifth  Artillery,  assumed  command  of  district  of  North 
Carolina,  headquarters  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  reported,  August  4,  1870,  that 
if  the  State  troops  acted  with  reasonable  discretion,  it  was  his  nnpressiou  there  would 
be  no  violence,  unless  prisoners  were  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  by  milifary  couits, 
when  there  might  be  resistance  oifered  by  the  civil  authorities  or  the  people.  Thonglit 
interference  by  United  States  troops  in  such  case  a  gi'ave  question,  no  otiicial  recogni- 
tion of  insurrection  having  been  proclaimed,  &c.  Requested  further  information  as  to 
the  extent  to  which  United  States  troops  should  be  employed.  Referred  to  the  above 
letter  of  Captain  Rodney,  who  he  considered  as  possessing  good  judgment. 

General  McDowell  (August  8,  1870)  concurs  in  the  views  of  Colonel  Hunt. 

August  10,  1870,  General  Meade  referred  the  above  papers  to  the  War  Department, 
requesting  siiecific  instructions  for  Colonel  Hunt,  and  stating  that  officer  had  been 
directed  to  confine  the  use  of  his  troops  to  keeping  the  peace  initil  further  orders. 

August  12,  1870,  the  Secretary  of  War  approved  the  instructions  of  General  Meade, 
and  referred  to  opinion  of  Attorney  General,  advising  the  State  authorities  to  yield  to 
the  United  States  judiciary. 

August  8,  1870,  Captain  Throckmorton,  Fourth  Artillery,  rejiorted  relative  to  the 
shooting  of  Private  James  Bradley,  Fourth  Artillery,  by  Private  James  Pugh,  Company 
H,  First  North  Carolina  State  troops,  and  from  this  and  reports  on  the  same  case  by 
Lieutenant  C.  N.  Warner,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  Colonel  Hunt,  Fourth  Artillery,  it  ap- 
j)ears  that  Bradley,  returning  from  the  city  to  his  camp,  and  being  in  an  intoxicated 
condition,  passed  near  the  camp  of  the  State  tro(jps  between  1  and  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  was 
challenged,  and,  failing  to  answer,  was  tired  upon  by  a  sentinel,  acting  in  accordance 
with  orders  received  from  his  superiors.  The  officers  of  the  State  troops  (Colonel 
Clark  and  Major  Miller)  acknowledged  having  given  spch  instructions,  and  tlie  ('ase  was 
dismissed  by  the  civil  authorities  after  examination.  Generals  McDowell  and  Meade 
thought  it  advisable  to  remove  the  State  troops  to  prevent  collisions. 

In  connection  with  the  above  are  reports  of  Captain  Frank  G.  Smith  and  Colonel 
Hunt,  Fourth  Artillery,  tending  to  show  that  the  citizens  generally  were  quiet  and 
well  disposed,  the  only  trouble  apprehended  being  in  regard  to  the  service  of  writs  of 
habeas  corpus  issued  by  the  United  States  district  judge  in  the  cases  of  ]^soners  held 
by  Colonel  Kirk  at  Yanceyville,  which  it  was  thought  might  cause  a  coUiiion  between 
the  United  States  and  State  troops,  in  case  the  former  were  called  on  to  aid  in  serving 
the  writs,  as  was  expected  by  Colonel  Hunt.  That  officer  also  stated  that  tliere  was  a 
feeling  of  uneasiness  in  the  community  from  vague  apprehensions  of  "Ku-Klux,"  kept 
alive  by  the  presence  of  State  troops,  whose  fear  from  this  soiu'ce  had  led  to  serious 
mischief,  as  witnessed  in  the  shooting  of  Bradley,  &c. 

September  9,  1870,  the  President  directed  that  the  military  district  of  North  Caro- 
lina be  discontinued,  and  Colonel  Hunt  return  to  his  proper  station.  Also,  that  Gov- 
ernor Holden  be  requested  to  inform  the  War  Department  at  the  earliest  moment  the 
United  States  troops  could  safely  be  withdrawn. 

September  16,  1870,  information  was  received  at  the  War  Department  that  Governor 
Holden  no  longer  needed  the  artillery  companies  at  Raleigh,  and  one  couii^any  could 
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"be  spared  from  Yanceyville ;  one  company  of  men  at  Ealeigli,  one  at  Graham,  and  one 
at  Yanceyville,  being  deemed  sufficient. 

July  20,  18G7,  Major  General  George  H.  Thomas,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Cumberland,  forwarded  i-eport  of  Brevet  Major  General  William  P.  Carlin,  assistant 
commissioner  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  State  of  Tennessee,  dated  Nashville,  Tennes- 
see, July  15, 1H67,  relative  to  the  riot  which  occurred  at  Franklin,  Tennessee,  July  6, 1867, 
between  a  body  of  conservatives  (principally  ex-rebel  soldiers)  and  negroes  on  one  side, 
and  the  "colored  loyal  league"  on  the  other,  with  the  following  remarks:  "Further 
testimony  regarding  this  matter,  now  being  collected  by  Captain  D.  W.  Burke,  Second 
Infantry,  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  obtained." 

General  Meade,  commanding  Department  of  the  South,  forwards  to  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  Army  papers  relative  to  troubles  at  Camilla,  Mitchell  County,  Georgia, 
as  follows : 

Copy  of  preamble  and  resolutions  of  Young  Men's  Democratic  Club,  Albany,  Geor- 
gia, denying  an  alleged  report  that  members  of  the  same  were  connected  with  the 
Camillariot.  Copies  of  affidavits  from  Sheriff  Poore,  John  Murphy,  William  P.  Pierce, 
P.  R.  Hines,  (fieedmau,)  and  others,  iu  regard  to  Camillariot,  taken  before  Brevet 
Major  0.  H.  Howard,  sub-assistant  commissioner  Bureau  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Aban- 
doned Lands,  the  mayor  of  Albany,  and  justice  of  the  peace.  Proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  citizens  of  Albany,  expressing  regret  at  the  riot,  &c.  Report  of  investigation 
made  of  Camilla  affair  by  Captain  William  Mills,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  that  he  is  un- 
able to  hud  any  proof  that  the  colored  people  were  advised  by  the  white  men  who 
went  to  address  them  to  go  armed  to  Camilla,  and  that  no  action  had  been  taken  by 
the  civil  authorities  in  the  matter  at  date  of  \isit.  Pajiers  submitted  to  the  President 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  October  8,  1868. 

The  Adjutant  General  informs  General  Terry,  under  date  of  October  — ,  1870,  that 
the  Secretaiy  of  War  desires  troops  to  be  ordered  to  Alabama  from  October  15  to  Novem- 
ber 15,  the  whole  force  to  be  under  command  of  General  Crawford,  with  authority  to 
move  companies  from  point  to  point.  Inclosed  is  a  letter  from  Thomas  M.  Peters  to 
Senator  Warner,  dated  September  2.5,  1870,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  in  many  sections 
of  Alaltama  the  public  authorities  are  not  competent  to  give  protection  to  the  life  and 
limb  of  the  citizen.  The  loyal  inhabitants,  liarticularly  the  colored  people,  should 
receive  protection  of  Government. 

General  Terry,  in  a  telegram  dated  October  22,  1870,  informs  General  Sherman  that 
the  o-overnor  of  South  Carolina  asked  to  have  movement  of  Eighth  Infantry  delayed, 
but  has  refused  his  request ;  has  ordered  two  companies  of  troops  to  Newburg  Court- 
House  the  point  to  which  the  Insurgents  are  proceeding. 

Captain|John  Christopher,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  reports,  October,  23, 1870,  the  depart- 
ure of  one  company  for  Laurens,  South  Carolina,  to  assist  in  preserving  the  peace. 

The  governor  of  South  Carolina  telegraphs  October  21,  1870,  that  ex-rebel  soldiers 
have  attacked  and  captured  the  town  of  Laurens,  kiUiug  many  persons,  seizing  the 
ballot-boxes,  and  marching  on  other  towns  for  a  like  purpose,  committing  outrages  on 
their  route.     Should  have  additional  troops. 

November  7,  1870,  John  A.  Moss  writes  to  the  Secretary  of  War  from  Selma,  Ala- 
bama, dwelling  upon  the  disturbed  condition  of  affairs,  and  asking  that  the  whole  State 
be  placed  imderthe  regulation  of  the  military. 

October  1,  1867,  Brigadier  General  John  Pope,  commanding  Third  Military  District, 
reports  o]>erations  since  assuming  command,  April  1,  1867  :  also  furnishes  copies  of 
orders  issued  by  him  to  carry  out  reconstruction  acts  and  correspondence  thereto  with 
Provisional  Governor  C.  J.  Jenkins,  of  Alabama,  and  Hon.  Augustus  Reese,  of  Madison, 
Georgia.  Invites  attention  to  inplosed  newspaper  containing  a  speech  delivered  in  At- 
lanta Georo-ia,  by  B.  H.  Hill,  late  a  senator  in  the  rebel  congress,  and  states  the  hopeless- 
ness of  reconstriictiou  while  such  men  retain  influence. 

General  Hancock,  commanding  Fifth  Military  District,  forwards  with  his  annual  re- 
port for  the  year  ending  October  31,  1868,  the  following  papers  relative  to  troubles  in 
Texas  •  Report  from  headquarters  district  of  Texas,  Austin,  of  disturbances  at  Mar- 
shall, Tcxas^that  "  it  appears  that  the  sheriff,  Perry,  and  his  deputy,,  Adams,  not  only 
failed  to  ex*  themselves  to  preserve  the  peace,  but  have  been  the  leaders  in  tlie  dis- 
turbance." Report  of  investigation  into  the  matter  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wood,  First 
Infantry  ;  correspondence  between  General  Hancock  and  Judge  Pease  relative  to  the 
operation  of  General  Orders  No.  40,  Fifth  Military  District,  of  1867,  announcing  the 
action  to  be  taken  in  civil  affairs,  &c. 

Major  General  P.  St.  George  Cooke,  commanding  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  in 
his  annual  report,  dated  October  28,  1869,  states  that  "  out  of  the  cities  and  off  from 
the  great  lines  of  travel  and  commerce  in  the  interior  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
negroes  and  white  Unionists  enjoy  little  protection  of  law  to  person  or  property,  and  the 
freedom  of  the  negroes  is  a  mockery.  While  I  write,  the  public  prints  record  a  Ku- 
Klnx  action — submitted  to,  of  course — in  which,  breaking  into  houses,  they  murdered 
oue  and  maimed  another  white  man;  '  scourged  most  unuiercifuUy  '  a  white  man  and 
'  several  negroes,' " 
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July  15,  1868,  Governor  Harrison  Reed,  of  the  Stale  of  Florida,  transmits  papers 
arguments,  «&c.,  in  case  of  W.  J.  Braunen,  a  civilian,  tried  June,  18G8,  at  Baiubridj^e, 
Georgia,  by  a  military  commission,  charged  with  murder ;  convicted  and  sentenced; 
arrested  in  his  transit  through  Florida,  and  ordered  released  on  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
This  order  was  disobeyed  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  prisoner,  who  is  now,  by  Gen- 
eral Meade's  order,  serving  out  ten  years'  sentence  in  the  State  penitentiary  of  Geoi-gia. 

Major  General  George  G.  Meade,  commanding  Department  of  the  South,  transmits, 
October  17,  1868,  to  Army  headquarters,  a  communication  from  Governor  Holden,  of 
North  Carolina,  who  asks  that  troops  may  be  sent  to  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  and 
also  that  they  be  dispersed  throughout  the  State. 

Communication  from  Governor  Scott,  of  South  Carolina,  who  states  that  the  State 
is  overrun  with  lawless  mobs,  and  requests  that  the  troops  be  stationed  at  different 
points  to  protect  the  citizens ;  also  incloses  two  communications  from  gentlemen  show- 
ing the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  upper  counties. 

Communication  from  Governor  Scott,  stating  that  the  civil  authorities  are  powerless 
to  keep  the  peace ;  that  armed  bands  patrol  certain  counties,  and  that  in  York  and 
Chester  the  ci^•il  authorities  have  no  I'epresentatives ;  and  thst  one  James  Martin, 
member  of  the  legislature,  was  nuirdered  in  the  high  road.  He  requests  that  United 
States  troops  bo  furnished  to  aid  the  State  government  in  enforcing  the  laws,  and  men- 
tions outrages  in  Newberry  County. 

August  it),  18G8,  Brevet  Major  General  Buchanan,  commanding  Department  of  Lou- 
isiana, acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a  letter  of  instructions  relative  to  assistance  to  be 
afi'ordcd  by  troops  in  his  department  to  civil  authorities,  in  case  of  domestic  disturb- 
ances arising  thereiu.  He  incloses  a  copy  of  his  orders  in  the  premises,  and  contra- 
dicts statements  published  by  Governor  ^Yarmoth,  of  Louisiana,  as  to  the  number  oi 
murders  committed  in  that  State. 

August  11,  18G8,  Major  General  George  H.  Thomas,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Cumberland,  forwards  to  the  Adjutant  General  for  instructions  a  communication  from 
W.  T.  Prosser,  chairman  of  the  house  committee  on  military  aft'airs,  Tennessee  legis- 
lature ;  also  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  State  house  of  representatives  on  the  subject  of 
callingon  the  United  States  authorities  to  furnish  the  State  with  a  military  force  to  aid 
the  governor  to  restore  the  peace. 

August  4,  1868,  Governor  Smith,  of  Alabama,  transmits  to  the  Secretary  of  War  a 
copy  of  a  petition  of  the  citizens  and  a  resolution  of  the  councils  of  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  asking  for  the  retention  of  United  States  troops  in  the  city,  and  recommends 
that  a  portiou  of  the  troops  be  allowed  to  remain. 

July  30,  1868,  Major  General  Meade  rejiorts  by  telegraph  to  General  Grant  that  he 
has  been  advised  that  the  civil  authorities  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  are  about  to  be  resisted 
by  a  combination  made  for  that  purpose,  and  asks  for  instructions  if  the  military  au- 
thorities are  expected  to  keep  order  and  peace. 

August  1,  1868,  Governor  Smith,  of  Alabama,  and  other  State  officers,  protest- against 
the  removal  of.the  United  States  forces  in  that  State  to  Huntsville,  iu  the  northern 
part,  and  asks  that  General  Meade's  order  may  be  revoked,  and  the  troops  remain  quar- 
tered as  heretofore. 

Governor  Smith  asks  that  the  company  of  United  States  troops  stationed  at  Selma, 
Alabama,  xmder  marching  orders,  be  permitted  to  remain  for  the  present. 

Jtily  8,  1868,  Major  General  Meade,  commanding  Third  District,  reports  military 
control  in  Florida  under  the  reconstruction  laws  having  ceased,  and  incloses  geueral 
orders  issued  and  correspondence  between  General  Sprague  and  Governor  Reed,  of 
Florida.     (Thirteen  inclosures.) 

September  1,  1868,  Brevet  Major  Geueral  R.  C.  Buchanan,  commanding  the  Depart- 
ment of  Louisiana,  incloses  for  the  iuformatiou  of  the  Presideut  of  the  United  States, 
communications  from  the  governor  of  Louisiana  making  applicatioii  for  troops,  with 
General  Buchauan's  reply  thereto ;  also  incloses  a  copy  of  a  circular  coutauiing  in- 
structions to  commanding  officers,  &c.,  and  asks  to  be  notified  of  its  approval.  (Five 
inclosures.) 

October  9,  1868,  Major  General  Meade,  commanding  Department  of  the  South,  a<?- 
knowledges  the  receipt  of  resolutious  passed  at  a  mass  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Lowndes  County,  Alabama,  forwarded  to  him  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.     (One  inclosure.) 

August  24,  1868,  Major  General  Meade,  commanding  Department  of  the  South,  ac- 
knowledges the  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the  Adjutant's  General's  Office,  refer- 
ring telegram  of  the  governor  of  Alabama,  asking  that  the  company  of  troops  at  Selma 
be  retained  there,  and  believes  that  no  necessity  for  troops  exists  at  Selma.  (Two  in- 
closures.) 

October  8,  1868,  General  Meade,  commanding  Department  of  the  South,  acknowl- 
edges the  receipt,  through  the  Governor  of  Alabauia,  of  a  Ifetter  covering  resoludous 
and  memorial  of  the  Alabama  Legislature,  with  the  action  of  the  Presideut  thereon, 
and  states  that  the  Governor  is  satislied  with  the  proposed  distribution  of  the  troops 
in  Alabama. 
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October  25,  1868,  General  Rousseau,  commanding  Department  of  Louisiana,  reports 
riots  in  New  Orleans  on  the  night  of  the  24tli  instant,  in  %yhich  several  whites  and 
Macks  were  killed  and  wounded.  The  troops  were  ordered  out  and  suppressed  the 
riots. 

May  31,  1867,  Thomas  K.  Knowlton,  residing  near  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  reports  an 
attack  made  upon  him  by  four  armed  men  on  account  of  his  Unionism.  Gives  names 
of  the  men  who  attacked  him,  and  mentions  thi-eats  made  by  them  against  certain 
colored  men  for  registering.  Refers  as  to  his  character  to  Hon.  J.  Covode  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  requests  protection  from  military  authorities. 

March  7, 1870,  Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  S.  Granger,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  commanding  post 
of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  incloses  for  the  information  of  the  Adjutant  General  an  extr.act 
from  a  personal  letter  received  by  the  adjutant  of  that  post  from  Lieutenant  I.  S.  Shel- 
by, Sixteenth  Infantry.    The  letter  is  dated  Meridian,  Mississippi,  March  3,  1870. 

Lieutenant  Shelby  states  that  he  has  no  official  knowledge  of  the  discontinuance  of 
the  Fourth  Military  District ;  that  he  took  the  responsibility  upon  himself  on  the  even- 
ing of  March  1,  to  arrest  a  man  named  .Jamison  at  Lauderdale  for  murder,  the  civil 
authorities  not  seeming  disposed  to  act  in  the  matter;  that  a  writ  was  served  on  him 
at  his  own  request,  and  he  turned  the  prisoner  over  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  and 
that  a  preliminary  examination  of  the  case  would  be  heard  the  following  day.  Says 
that  within  three  weeks  one  colored  man  was  taken  out,  tried,  and  punished  ;  another 
has  been  beaten  and  shot,  another  killed,  and  another  mortally  wounded,  near  the  little 
viUage  of  Lauderdale,  and  all  done  by  a  party  of  white  men  ;  that  the  v.'hite  people 
up  there  did  not  even  attempt  to  discover  who  the  perpetrators  of  this  murder  were, 
though  to  him  they  were  loud  in  their  professions  of  a  desire  to  bring  them  to  justice, 
and  he  believes  that  at  least  half  of  the  white  people  of  Lauderdale  know  who  the 
murderers  are,  and  yet  they  will  screen  them  from  justice. 

Colonel  Granger  says  that  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Shelby's  letter  has  been  forwarded  to 
the  department  commander,  and  that  he  (Lieutenant  S.)  had  been  ordered  to  join  his 
proper  station  (Jackson)  before  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  and  he  presumed  he  would 
arrive  that  day,  (March  7.) 

Mrs.  Dr.  Brown  informs  the  President  that  great  outrages  are  being  perpetrated  in 
Danville  by  a  band  of  outlaws  called  K.  K.  C.  orR.  R.  C;  the  indistinctness  of  the  writ- 
ing makes  it  doubtful.  She  saj"s  they  kill  innocent  men  if  they  have  the  least  spite 
against  tliem  ;  they  take  them  out  and  hang  them.  Peojile  are  actually  afraid  to  go  to 
sleep  at  night,  for  they  don't  know  what  moment  they  may  be  taken  out  and  hung. 
She  asks  that  a  company  of  soldiers  be  stationed  there  to  put  down  the  R.  R.  C,  and 
begs  the  President,  if  he  has  any  feelings  at  all,  to  send  them  as  soon  as  possible.  She 
desires  that  her  name  may  not  be  known,  as  her  life  would  not  be  worth  a  straw.  She 
writes  from  Louisville,  for  she  would  be  afraid  to  put  it  in  their  post  office. 


Sjjnojysls  of  suh-rcjmrts  accompmuiinrj  the  annual  report  of  General  JosepTi  A.  Mower,  com- 
manding Department  of  Loumana. 

Under  date  of  May  9,  1869,  Captain  Frank  M.  Coxe,  commanding  at  Opelousas,  Lou- 
isiana, reports  that  "although  everything  indicates  quiet  and  order,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  discern  a  temper  (only  suppressed  by  the  presence  of  troops)  which,  if  uncontrolled, 
Avould  jeoiiardize  the  life  of  any  republican  in  his  public  expression  of  opinion."  Again, 
on  the  16th  of  M.ay,  he  I'eports  further  in  regard  to  what  he  styles  the  reign  of  terror 
in  that  place,  nnd  says,  "  Every  true  Union  man  is  jjossessed  with  a  dread  of  ultimate 
danger  of  life,  family,  and  property,  should  he  betray  a  thought  or  act  of  republican 
fellowship  ;"  that  many  nuuders  have  been  committed  ;  but  the  surviving  fathers, 
brothers,  and  sons  of  the  victims  dare  not  whisper  a  word  in  conviction  of  the  perpe- 
trators, although  they  are  well  known  in  nearly  every  case. 

May  '24,  the  same  officer  relates  the  circumstances  attending  the  shooting  of  John  C. 
Tnck(!r,  .assistant  assessor  of  internal  revenue,  in  the  streets  of  Opelousas  on  the  pre- 
ceding night,  and  the  failure  of  the  civil  authorities  to  act  in  the  matter. 

First  Lieutenant  R.  Vance,  Nineteenth  Infantry,  reports  irom  Winnsboro,  Louisiana, 
August  6,  1869,  in  comi)liance  with  orders  from  headcpiarters  Department  of  Louisiana, 
to  investigate  all  murders  and  outrages  committed  in  Franklin  Parish  during  the  last 
year;  that  during  that  time  there  have  been  12  homicides  committed  within  that  par- 
i.sb,  6  wliite  men  and  6  colored  ;  5  cases  only  have  received  any  notice  whatever  from 
the  civil  authorities.  In2ofthe5  the  murderers  surrendered  themselves  to  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  who  acqnitledthQUi.  The  other  thiee  were  mere  mockeries  of  inquest  by 
a  person  acting  as  coronet. 

In  one  case  a  negro  was  shot  down  while  plowing  in  the  field  by  a  wliite  man,  as 
testified  to  by  a  witness  in  court,  who  saw  the  deed  committed,  but  uo  arrests  were 
made. 
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Some  negroes  were  surrounded  in  their  house  by  a  party  of  white  men,  who,  after 
firing  into  the  house  and  liilling  several  of  the  negroes,  set  fire  to  theijlace,  consuming 
■with  it  the  dead  bodies  of  those  they  had  shot.  Another  negro  met  a  similar  fate  at 
another  time  and  place ;  and  another  was  killed  at  the  court-house  door  while  the  court 
•was  in  session,  between  sunset  and  dark,  and  his  body  permitted  to  lie  where  it  fell 
until  late  the  next  morning,  when,  although  many  saw  and  heard  the  firing,  no  one 
could  be  found  who  knew  anything  about  it. 

Whipping  negroes  to  compel  obedience  to  contracts  is  practiced  as  much  as  at  any 
time  under  the  old  system,  the  negroes  having  no  voice  in  making  the  terms;  being 
told  that  unless  they  make  certain  contracts  with  certain  parties  they  will  be  killed. 
Compliance  has  been  thus  forced  upon  them,  and  so  general  has  this  whipping  become 
that  it  excites  neither  notice  or  comment. 

In  his  supplemental  report  General  Mower  relates  the  circumstances  of  the  murder 
of  Hon.  John  Hinds,  member  of  Congress,  at  Little  Rivei',  Arkansas,  together  with  two 
freedmen  in  October,  1889. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  District  of  Arkansas  reports  that  the  Freedmen's  Bu- 
reau agent  of  Little  River  County  has  been  killed  ;  the  agent  for  Crittenden  County 
seriously  wounded  in  an  attempt  by  Ku-Klus  to  kill  him ;  the  agents  for  Mississippi, 
Tell,  and  Chicot  Counties  have  been  forced  to  abandon  their  posts,  and  the  United 
States  deputy  marshal  for  Napoleon  dares  not  assume  his  duties  unless  sustained  by 
military  authority. 

June  14,  1869,  J.  De  F.  Richards,  professor  and  president  pro  tem.  of  university  at 
Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  in  a  communication  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  bear- 
ing the  signatures  of  three  other  professors  of  that  university,  states  that  there  exists 
in  that  section  of  the  State  a  most  deplorable  condition  of  things,  those  opposed  to  the 
measures  of  reconstruction  as  adopted  by  Congress  being  exceedingly  hostile  and  bitter 
against  all  who  may  dififer  from  them  politically,  especially  against  Northern  men  and 
the  colored  people.  This  extreme  hostility,  it  is  thought,  exhibits  itself  in  frequent 
acts  of  violence,  murder,  and  assassination,  and  it  is  asserted  that  not  less  than  twenty 
good  and  law-abiding  citizens  of  Tuscaloosa  County  have  been  murdered  by  bands  ot 
outlaws  within  the  past  few  months,  yet  not  the  first  step  has  been  taken  to  arrest  and 
punish  the  guilty,  or  protect  the  innocent.  States  that  these  disloyal,  democratic  re- 
constructiouists  and  felons  laugh  at  the  civil  authorities  and  commit  murder  openly  in 
sight  of  the  court-house.  Says  it  is  understood  that  a  jietition  has  been  sent  to  the 
War  Department  by  certain  citizens  of  Tuscaloosa  praying  for  the  removal  of  the  com- 
pany of  militia  at  that  place,  stating  as  a  reason  that  their  presence  is  not  wanted 
there,  and  earnestly  implores  that  the  request  be  not  granted,  as  it  is  made  by  disloyal 
people  only.  He  would  rather  see  Tuscaloosa  made  a  permanent  military  post,  and 
the  county  put  under  military  law.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  can  the  community  enter- 
tain any  hope ;  he  says  that  criminals  in  their  midst  will  be  suitably  imnished,  and 
loyal  citizens  protected. 

June  25,  1869,  General  Terry,  commanding  Department  of  the  South,  to  whom  this 
communication  was  referred,  returns  the  same  with  indorsement  stating  that  "  no 
intention  is  entertained  of  removing  the  garrison  of  the  post  of  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama. 
The  place  will  be  occupied  unless  orders  to  the  contrary  are  received  from  supei'ior 
headquarters." 

July  6,  1869,  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  in  submitting  the  paper  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  remarks  :  "  There  is  no  purjiose  to  remove  the  companies  from  Tuscaloosa  as  long 
as  General  Terry  deems  their  presence  there  essential." 

November  1,  1868,  General  Gillem,  commanding  Fourth  Military  District,  submits 
report  of  operations  in  his  command  for  the  year  ending  that  date,  mentions  the  diffi- 
culty existing  between  the  i>lanters  and  the  laborers  in  regard  to  pay  for  labor,  and  to 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  justice  before  the  minor  courts;  also  that  it  is  almost  an 
impossibility  to  identify  criminals,  they  committing  their  crimes  (murder)  at  night 
and  in  disguise. 

August  31,  1868,  General  E.  R.  S.  Canby  forwards  report  of  aifairs  in  (late)  Second 
Military  District,  (States  of  North  and  South  Carolina,)  from  date  of  last  report  to  dis- 
continuance of  the  district ;  says  very  few  instances  of  grave  disorders  or  outrages 
occurred  in  either  State  during  this  period.  In  South  Carolina,  the  most  important  of 
these  that  partook  of  a  political  character  were  the  riot  in  Pickens  district  on  the  12th 
of  October,  1867,  and  the  assassination  of  Mr.  S.  G.  W.  Dill,  of  Kershaw  County,  on  the 
4th  of  June,  1868.    No  other  cases  of  disorders  are  mentioned  in  the  report. 

November  14,  1870,  the  commanding  officer,  Baton  Roiige,  Louisiana,  submitted  a 
report  of  his  action  during  the  election  riot  at  that  place,  November  7,  1870,  showing 
that  the  rioters  numbered  about  200  men,  armed  with  muskets,  shot-guns,  revolvers, 
&c.,  and  that  during  the  riot  at  the  court-house  two  colored  men  were  wounded,  one 
of  whom  died,  and  opposite  the  court-house  Hon.  Jos.  L.  Official,  republican  member 
elect  to  the  legislature,  was  found  wounded,  and  he  died  the  next  day.  The  casualties, 
were  4  killed  and  20  wounded. 
IV 
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Ti-ansmitted  by  department  and  division  commanders. 

December  2,  1870,  the  same  officer  reported  an  attempt  to  assassiuate  Lieutenant 
Bandy,  Nineteenth  Infantry,  at  Baton  Eouge,  and  said  that  unless  military  protection 
was  given,  the  lives  of  citizens  and  officers  who  testified  against  the  rioters  would  be 
in  danger.  He  was  directed  by  the  department  commander  to  protect  his  own  com- 
mand, and  leave  the  civil  authorities  to  take  care  of  the  citizens. 

January  25,  1867,  General  Sheridan,  commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  forwards 
copies  of  communication  from- Charles  H.  Leonard,  mayor  of  Galveston,  Texas,  asking 
authority  for  citizens  to  give  escort  to  remains  of  General  Sidney  Johnston,  and  reply 
thereto,  sustaining  action  of  General  Griffin,  who  prohibited  the  demonstration;  also, 
report  concerning  the  condition  of  freedmen  and  Union  men  in  Texas;  states  that 
freedmen  are  shot  and  Union  men  persecuted  if  they  express  their  opinion. 

January  19,  1867,  Colonel  J.  J.  Reynolds,  commanding  subdistrict  Rio  Grande,  reports 
the  fijing'upou  a  patrol  of  colored  troops  on  the  nighf  of  the  16th  instant,  by  police- 
men, in  Brownsville,  Texas;  the  patrol  returned  the  lire,  mortally  wounding  two  of 
their  assailants.     From  evidence  obtained  the  patrol  was  not  to  blame. 

August  19,  1869,  General  Halleck  transmits  report  of  General  Terry,  commanding 
Department  of  the  South,  relative  to  outrages  in  Georgia,  in  which  he  says:  "Now,  I 
have  reluctantly  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  situation  here  demands  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  National  Government,  in  order  that  life  and  iiroperty  may  be  protected, 
freedom  of  speech  and  political  action  secured,  and  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
freedmen  maintained." 

Cites  in  support  of  his  opinions  various  reports  of  his  officers,  showing  that  in  many 
parts  of  the  State  there  is  practically  no  government;  that  murders  are  frequent,  and 
no  attempts  are  made  to  punish  the  murderers,  while  the  abuse  of  the  blacks  is  too 
common  to  excite  notice. 

December  6,  1869,  General  Terry  forwards  another  report  inclosing— 

1.  Papers  referred  by  Governor  Bullock  relative  to  the  lawless  condition  of  certain 
counties  in  Georgia. 

2.  Report  of  Lieutenant  George  S.  Hoyt,  of  the  whipping  of  Abe  Colesby,  near  Greens- 
boro, by  Ku-Klux,  in  October,  1869. 

3.  Petition  of  F.  H.  Fyall  and  other  citizens  against  outrages  in  Randolph  County, 
Georgia. 

4.  Request  for  troops  for  the  protection  of  Deputy  Collector  W.  B.  "Whitmore,  Ring- 
gold County,  Georgia. 

.5.  Reports  relative  to  the  murder  of  two  negroes  in  Hancock  County;  and 

6.  Complaint  of  George  Hall  of  whipping  received  by  him  at  the  hands  of  Ku-Klux, 

In  General  Terry's  report  of  August  14,  he  recommends  that  the  State  of  Georgia  be 
again  placed  under  military  control,  but  General  Halleck,  not  entirely  concurring  in 
the  reconnnendations,  submits  the  whole  matter  for  the  action  of  Congress. 

September  ;^0,  1867,  General  George  H.  Thomas,  comnninding  De])artment  of  the 
Cumberland,  in  report  of  operations  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1867,  refers  in 
general  tcnns  to  the  disloyal  elements  within  the  limits  of  his  command,  and  to  the 
murders  and  outrages  perpetrated  by  "Regulators"  and  Ku-Klux. 

The  above  report  contains  chieUy  correspondence  relative  to  elections,  between  Gen- 
eral Thomas,  Governor  Brownlow,'^General  of  the  Aimy,  and  others.  General  Thomas's 
report  is  accompanied  by  those  of  post  commanders,  &c.,  detailing  outrages  on  freed- 
men, &c. 

September  6,  1869,  the  commanding  general  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  South 
forwards  to  the  Adjutant  General  a  copy  of  a  letter,  signed  by  H.  C.  Higginbotham, 
sheriff  of  Cleburne  County,  Alabama,  and  "W.  R.  Hunnicut,  judge  probate,  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  Alabama,  stating  that  the  northwest  of  Cleburne  and  northeast  of  Calhoun 
Counties  are  annoyed  by  disguised  men ;  that  on  the  14th  of  August  there  was  a  raid 
from  Ludigo  whicli  was  met  by  some  good  citizens  and  shot  into,  and  some  fifteen 
wounded ;  that  it  is  useless  to  call  on  the  civil  authorities  for  redress,  for  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  for  Ludijjo  Precinct  was  wounded  in  the  fight;  he  was  disguised. 
Also  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  governor  of  Alabama  to  General  Terry,  asking  that 
troops  be  sent  to  Cleburne  County  to  suppress  outrages  and  protect  the  citizens. 

Major  General  J.  J.  Reynolds,  commanding  Fifth  Military  District,  (State  of  Texas,) 
in  his  annual  report,  dated  October  21,  1869,  says  that  "  the  number  of  murders  in  that- 
State  during  the  nine  months  from  January  1,  1869,  to  September  30,  1869,  according  to 
the  official  records,  necessarily  imperfect,  "is  '384,'  being  an  average  of  about  one  and  a 
half  2}cr  da;!."  But  that  some  improvement  is  apparent  in  the  disposition  of  juries  to 
punish  for  murder  and  other  high  crimes,  although  the  civil  authorities  have  still  to 
call  on  the  military  for  aid  in  quelling  disturbances  and  making  arrests,  and  the  mili- 
tary often  meet  armed  resistance,  in  carrying  out  their  instructions.  Several  persona 
so  resisting  have  been  killed,  but  in  nearly  every  case  the  party  killed  was  under  in- 
dictment ior  murder,  and  invited  his  fate  by  taking  up  arms  against  the  lawful 
authorities. 
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November  17,  1868,  General   George  H.  Thomas,  commanding  Department   of    the 

Cumberland,  forwards  letter  of  Captain  William  Folck,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter 

■  addressed  by  the  Kn-Klux   Klan  to  Mr.  Willard  Davis,  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  in 

which  Mr.  Davis  is  warned  to  leave  the  State  within  30  days,  or  if  not,  he  will  be 

hanged.  "  ik 

Captain  Folck  states  that  similar  letters  were  sent  by  the  Kn-Klux  Klan  to  Mr.  Cas- 
eins, Mr.  Goodloe,  Dr.  Davidson,  and  others ;  that  the  lives  of  Union  men  are  im- 
periled ;  that  a  few  nights  ago,  two  men  wex-e  taken  from  the  jail  at  Nicholasville, 
Kentucky,  by  an  armed  force  of  72  men,  (mounted  and  masked,)  and  were  hanged  near 
the  suburbs  of  the  town. 

October  5,  1870,  Governor  H.  Reed,  of  Florida,  informs  the  President  of  the  United 
States  that  in  several  counties  of  the  State  the  officers  of  the  law  are  set  at  defiance 
by  organized  bands  of  enemies  of  the  Government;  that  it  will  be  impossible,  without 
military  aid,  to  secure  a  fair  vote  at  the  election  in  November.  Requests  the  presence 
of  at  least  five  companies  of  federal  soldiers,  with  energetic  officers,  to  be  placed  at  his 
disposition  for  a  period  not  exceeding  four  weeks.  Seven  petitions,  communications, 
&c.,  accompany  Governor  Reed's  letter. 

November  1,  1870,  Senator  T.  W.  Osborne  telegraphs  from  Tallahassee,  Florida, 
stating  it  is  very  important  that  troops  be  sent  to  the  State,  (Florida.)  Telegraphed 
in  reply  that  there  are  no  troops  available  to  be  sent  to  Florida,  all  being  fully  em- 
ployed at  places  of  great  importance. 

November  4,  1870,  Senator  Osborne  telegraphs  for  at  least  one  company  to  be  sent  to 
Lake  City.  Informed  in  reply,  same  date,  that  the  demands  for  troops  have  been  so 
great  that  the  Department  is  unable  to  comply  with  his  request. 

November  5,  1870,  the  Secretary  of  War  directs  as  follows  :  "  The  President  desires 
that  if  any  troops  can  be  spared  the  aid  be  given.  If  not,  however,  he  will  adhere  to 
the  telegram  before  ordered  and  not  reply  to  this."  Same  date  Senator  Osborne  was 
informed  that  two  companies  would  report  to  the  United  States  marshal  at  Tallahas- 
see from  New  Orleans  as  soon  as  possible.  General  Halleck  instructed  accordingly  on 
the  same  date. 

In  reply,  November  7,  1870,  General  Halleck  states  that  troops  cannot  reach  Talla- 
hassee in  time  for  the  election.  Same  date,  (November  7,  1870,)  General  Halleck  was 
informed  that  his  dispatch  was  received  and  is  satisfactory. 

November  17,  1870,  the  governor  of  Florida  requests  that  a  full  regiment  be  sent  to. 
the  State,  to  remain  until  the  adjournment  of  the  legislatni'e  in  February. 

Informed  in  reply,  dated  November  22,  1870,  that  orders  were  that  day  issued  for 
stationing  two  companies  of  troops  at  Tallahassee. 

November  17,  1870,  the  United  States  marshal  and  district  attorney  at  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  represent  the  necessity  for  United  States  troops  in  the  State. 

November  22,  1870,  General  Halleck  was  instructed  to  send  two  companies  to  Talla- 
hassee to  report  to  the  United  States  marshal,  to  assist  in  entorcing  the  laws.  Tele- 
gram also  sent  to  the  United  States  marshal  at  Jacksonville,  same  date. 

Major  General  A.  H.  Terry,  commanding  Department  of  the  South,  in  his  annual  re- 
port of  October  31,  18(i9,  states  that  while  many  crimes  and  outrages  are  yet  committed 
in  the  more  di-sturbed  parts  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  there  is  a  gradual  though  sure 
change  for  the  better  going  on,  and  civil  authorities  command  a  greater  respect  than 
at  any  time  since  the  close  of  the  war.  The  mere  presence  of  troops  is  sufficient  to 
quell  any  tendency  to  disorderly  conduct. 

General  Torry,  August  1869,  forwards  papers  relative  to  outrages  committed  in  the 
State  of  Georgia.  Assassination  of  Senator  Adkins  prompted  by  political  hostility 
solely. 

Report  of  Major  Van  Voast,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  and  communication  from  Governor 
Bullock  in  regard  to  fearful  condition  of  affairs  in  Warren  County,  Georgia,  respecting 
secret  organization  hostile  to  the  United  States  Government.  Slieriff  Norris  of  that 
county,  who  made  a  report  regarding  action  of  lawless  parties  at  the  election  for  Pres- 
ident and  Vice-President  in  November  1868,  was  notified  "  it  would  l)e  dangeious  for 
him  to  do  so."  On  the  night  of  December  14,  1868,  he  was  waylaid  and  shot.  In  June 
1869,  Henry  P.  Farrow,  attorney  general  of  Georgia,  having  been  ordered  by  Governor 
Bullock  to  proceed  to  Warren  County  and  act  for  the  State  in  bringing  outlaws  to 
justice,  reports  and  states  he  will  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  proceed  there  to  enact  the 
farce  of  attempting  to  enforce  civil  law. 

Extract  from  confidential  conversation  between  Governor  Bullock,  of  Georgia,  and 
C.  Battle,  esq.,  Warren  Countj',  Georgia,  in  regard  to  outlawry,  states  that  no  jury 
would  convict  any  lawless  organization  ;  also,  that  it  would  be  most  dangerous  for  him 
if  this  conversation  became  public. 

Regarding  action  of  Sheriff  Norris  and  killing  of  Dr.  Darden.  Governor  Bullock 
states  the  power  of  the  State  executive  is  not  adequate  to  overcome  the  evils  now 
existing  in  the  State,  and  asks  military  protection  for  loyal  people. 

March  9,  1868,  General  George  H.  Thomas,  commanding  Department  of  the  Cumber- 
land, reports  the  formation  of  organizations  for  resistance  to  the  laws,  and  forwards 
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commuuicatious  from  E.  D.  Lyons,  quartermaster's  agent  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama, 
dated  February  27,  1868,  relative  to  the  Ku-KIux  Klan,  iu  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  asserting 
that  that  city,  is  the  headquarters  of  the  order;  also  communication  from  Hon.  W. 
Bosson,  dated'  Nashville,  Tennessee,  March  5,  18G8,  calling  attention  to  the  Ku-Klux  iu 
Tennessee,  and  gfking  military  i)rotection,  the  civil  authorities  being  powerless. 

January  6,  1868,  General  Canby,  commanding  Second  Military  District,  transmits 
copy  of  an  order  issued  l)y  him  to  meet  certain  difficulties  existing  in  North  Carolina  ; 
expresses,  however,  his  doubts  as  to  its  efficacy  on  account  of  the  bitterness  of  feeling 
existing ;  states  that  those  difficulties  are  traceable  to  the  spirit  of  revenge  and  retali- 
ation for  the  execution  of  a  number  of  Union  men  who  deserted  the  rebel  army  during 
the  war.  Refers  to  the  murder  of  Colonel  Wethercutt,  and  attempts  to  arrest  the 
murderers. 

General  Hiuks's  report  of  investigation  of  above  murder,  mentions  a  brutal  assault 
on  Mrs.  Wethercutt ;  also,  the  shooting  of  a  negro  who  attempted  to  shoot  a  Mrs. 
Bratcher,  but  wounded  her  husband. 

General  Hiuks  also  reports  eighteen  murders  committed  in  Jones,  Craven,  Lenoir, 
and  Pitt  counties  since  1st  January,  1868,  and  many  highway  robberies,  burglaries, 
and  larcenies.     (Six  inclosures.) 

October  31,  1870,  W.  H.  Smith,  governor  of  Alabama,  refers  to  the  President  commu- 
nication from  S.  Crawford,  mayor  of  Stevenson,  Alabama,  forwarding  (to  the  governor 
of  Alabama)  statement  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Roach,  relative  to  outrages  committed  in  Steveu- 
.son,  Alabama,  stating  that  the  corporation  of  Stevenson  is  a  one-horse  concern  and 
not  able  to  protect  any  man ;  that  the  citizens  want  troops,  but  are  afraid  to  sign  a 
petition  for  the  same. 

General  Reynolds,  commanding  Fifth  Military  District,  forwarded  October  16,  1868, 
report  of  Captain  James  Curtis,  Fifteenth  Infantry,  relative  to  the  murder,  on  4th 
October,  lci68,  of  Hon.  G.  W.  Smith  (delegate  to  constitutional  convention)  and  two 
freedmeu  ;  also,  a  wounding  of  the  third,  by  the  Ku-Klux  Klan.  General  Reynolds,  in 
a  subsequeut  report,  states  that  there  are  in  arrest  about  35  men  who  participated 
in  the  above  murder. 

General  Buell,  commanding  at  Jefferson,  Texas,  forwards  May  5,  1869,  communica- 
tion of  C.  L.  Pitcher,  who  states  he  has  been  confined  there  since  9th  of  February 
without  knowing  the  cause.  General  Buell  states  he  was  arrested  on  strong  evidence 
as  one  of  the  murderers  of  Hon.  Mr.  Smith.  In  this  connection  General  Reynolds 
denies  certain  newspaper  leports  regarding  treatment  of  the  above  prisoners.  Reports 
depredations  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  and  the  lawlessness  and  murder  which  exist  in 
Texas. 

Gen(  ral  Meade,  commanding  Department  of  the  South,  in  his  annual  report  October 
31,  1808,  relative  to  aii'airs  in  his  department,  states  that  soon  after  announcing  the 
l)osition  of  the  military,  the  outrage  at  Camilla,  Georgia,  was  conmiitted,  and  the  evi- 
dence seems  to  show  the  same  to  have  been  perpetrated  by  civil  officers  under  guise  oi 
enforcing  the  hnv  and  sup])ressing  disorder.  Refers  to  report  of  acting  judge  advocate 
of  deparlmcnt,  that  in  a  ]ieriod  of  eight  months  there  were  tried  by  military  commissions 
in  the  States  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Florida  only  thirty-two  persons,  and  of  these 
but  lifteen  convicted,  and  thinks  this  a  refutation  that  military  power  was  despotically 
exercised. 

General  Ilalleck,  December  8,  1869,  forwards  for  information  of  General-in-Chief, 
copies  of  reports,  &c.,  from  headquarters  Department  of  the  South,  relative  to  troubles 
iu  diii'ereut  parts  of  Georgia. 

Complaint  I'rom  J.  R.  Griffin,  notary  public.  Fort  Valley,  Georgia,  of  abuse  to  colored 
men  and  that  farce  of  the  judicial  system,  and  that  officers  would  not  arrest  with 
warrants. 

Governor  Bullock  of  Georgia,  forwards  statements  relative  to  murders  and  rapes, 
outrages  ))y  Ku-Klux,  and  the  shooting  of  Warren  Hays,  coloroti,  near  Lexington, 
Georgia  ;  also  reporte(l  violence  and  threats  and  lawlessness  in  Mitchell  county,  Athens, 
and  otht^r  parts  of  Georgia. 

Letter  from  jMrs.  Senator  Adkins  about  the  murder  of  her  husband.  Proclamation 
and  reward  for  murderers  of  Dr.  Danden,  taken  from  Warrenton  jail  and  shot.  Report 
of  investigation  by  G.  W.  Fitch,  of  violence  to  a  colored  woman  in  Clayt<m  County, 
Georgia.  Complaints  of  citizens  of  Morgan  County,  of  bands  of  robbers  and  assiissins. 
Request  for  troops,  to  l)e  placed  at  disposal  of  sherifl"  of  Warren  County.  Reported 
injustice  to  negroes  in  Pike  County.  Death  from  exposure  and  neglect  of  two  freed- 
meu, as  given  in  "  Savannah  Daily  Advertiser ;"  attention  invited  by  General  O.  O. 
Howard.  Disturbances  among  workmen  on  Air  Line  Railway,  near  Atlanta.  Danger 
to  life  and  projjcrty  in  Richmond  County,  near  line  of  Columbia  County.  Mr.  Brasil 
and  family  forced  to  llee  from  Glascock  County.  Lawless  condition  of  affairs  along 
the  Air  Line  Railroad,  and  the  facts  of  the  insurrection  thereon.  Facts  from  Captain 
R.  B.  Hull,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  relative  to  the  murder  of  Senator  Adkins,  and  report 
t'rmu  Major  Van  Voast,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  same  subject.  Illegal  arrest  and  confine- 
ment iu  Oglethorpe  jail  of  James  D.  Harden,  colored.    Whipping  and  beating  of  a 


CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS   IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES.         LIII 

colored  man  by  Ku-Klnx  Klaa  near  Sparta.  Killing  of  Alfred  Robinson,  colored,  near 
Mount  Ziou,  Hancock  County.  Prisoners  in  Sparta  jaiJ,  accusations  unknown.  Outrages 
by  Ku-Klux  in  vicinity  of  Greensboro,  and  whipping  of  an  expelled  colored  member  of 
legislature.  Troops  furnished  the  sheriff  of  Morgan  County.  Captain  F.  E.  Lancey's 
report  of  investigation  on  railroad  disturbances  in  Mitchell  County.  Investigation 
and  report  of  Brevet  Captain  G.  W.  Fitch  on  outrages  upon  loyal  people  in  Randolph 
County  ;  says  the  murder  of  Milton  Cochran  is  evidence  that  there  are  some  bad  men 
in  that  section  ;  thinks  the  general  sentiment  is  to  discountenance  outrages.  Six  mur- 
ders near  Cuthbert,  Randolph  County,  and  the  murderers  still  at  large.  Facts  relative 
to  the  murder  of  Milton  Seward,  June  20,  1869.  Request  for  troops  to  protect  deputy 
collector  in  Ringgold,  whose  life  has  been  threatened.  Report  of  Captain  J.  Kline, 
Eighteenth  Infantry,  on  alleged  outrages  to  colored  citizens  in  Oglethorpe  County ; 
does  not  seem  to  think  the  charges  sustained.  Reported  oiitrages  in  Greene  and  Tali- 
afero  Counties  during  1869.  Investigation  and  report  by  Second  Lieutenant  G.  S. 
Hoyt,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  of  alleged  outrages  to  persons  and  property  in  Greene  and 
Hancock  Counties ;  thinks  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  circulate  reports  relative  to  the  uprising 
of  negroes,  to  carry  out  "  hellish  operations."  Ku-Klux  Klan  orders  parties  to  leave 
Burke  County,  threatening  death.  Investigation  by  Lieutenant  Gibbs  of  the  murder 
of  Alfred  Robinson,  colored  ;  was  of  opinion  white  citizens  in  the  vicinity  of  Greene 
and  Hancock  Counties  intend  to  draw  away  the  colored  men  to  secure  their  share  of 
the  crops,  and  therefore  many  murders  and  outrages  had  been  committed.  Reports 
from  First  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Madden,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Captain  J.  T.  Mackey,  Major 
Van  Voast,  Second  Lieutenant  George  W.  Hoyt,  Captain  Kline,  Captain  Morgan' L. 
Ogden,  Eighteentli  Infantry,  relative  to  outrages,  murders,  and  notices  from  Ku-Klux 
Klan  in  Warren,  Hancock,  and  other  counties.  Report  of  investigation  by  Lieutenant 
E,  B.  Gibbs  of  the  murder  of  Viney  Jackson,  colored  woman,  in  Hall  County. 

General  G.  H.  Thomas,  commanding  Department  of  the  Cumbei-laud,  in  his  annual 
report  of  October  1,  1868,  states  that,  w4th  the  closing  of  the  last  and  the  beginning  of 
the  new  year,  the  State  of  Tennessee  was  disturbed  by  an  organization  known  as  the 
Ku-Klux  Klan  ;  that  organized  companies  of  men  mounted,  ai-med,  and  disguised, 
patrolled  the  country,  and  in  many  instances  abused  and  outraged  quiet  citizens,  par- 
ticularly colored  people  of  industry  and  good  conduct.  Reports  of  outrages  by  Ku- 
Klux  in  Maury  County,  and  request  of  Governor  Brownlow  for  troops.  Grievances 
made  also  fi-om  Kentucky  and  West  Virginia.  Lawlessness  greater  in  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  than  West  Virginia.     General  Thomas  calls  attention  to  the  following: 

Report  by  Captain  Leib,  Fifth  Cavalry,  of  rebel  sentiment  at  Gallatin,  Tennessee. 

Organized  bands  to  crush  Union  men  reported  in  Washington  County,  Kentucky, 
and  outrages  perpetrated  by  same.  Report  of  threatened  assassination  of  Judge  Hun- 
ter, Memphis.  Representative  Reeves  reports  condition  of  affairs  in  West  Tennessee. 
Representative  Lillard  reports  Ku-Klux  in  MarsAiall  County. 

Request  from  agent  Freedmen's  Bureau  for  protection  for  colored  schools.  Outrages 
reported  by  the  agent  aud  sub-assistant  commissioner  of  Freedmen's  Bureau,  Mem- 
phis.    Unlawful  actions  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  in  Frankfort  and  Russelville,  Kentucky. 

Assault  on  United  States  deputy  collector  at  Somerville,  Tennessee.  Extract  of  let- 
ter published  in  Cincinnati  Commercial  relative  to  an  interview  with  rebel  General 
Forrest,  and  his  remarks  about  Ku-Klux  Klan,  acknowledging  the  number  of  that  or- 
ganization in  the  Southern  States  to  be  about  550,000  men,  &c. 

General  Terry,  December  20,  1869,  forwards  official  communication  of  First  Lieuten- 
ant W.  A.  Miller,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  reporting  a  sentinel  being  fired  at  by  persons 
unknown,  (probably  outlaws,)  to  destroy  the  friendly  feeling  between  soldiers  and 
citizens. 

General  Mower,  May  25,  1869,  forwards  official  communication  relative  to  alleged 
outrages  in  Saint  Landry  Parish,  Louisiana,  and  that  he  was  compelled  to  send  troops 
to  sustain  the  civil  authorities  in  protecting  the  people  and  executing  the  laws. 

November  23,  1868,  General  Meade  transmits  correspondence  between  himself  and 
the  governor  of  Geoi'gia,  relative  to  sending  troops  to  Wai-ren  County  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  the  peace.  The  sheriff"  reported  the  murder  of  a  colored  boy,  and  other 
outrages  upon  freedmen,  almost  nightly,  and  called  for  military  aid  in  making  arrests,  &c. 

Captain  Emory,  aide-de-camp,  being  sent  to  Warren  County  to  investigate  matters, 
reported  that  no  attempt  was  ruade  by  civil  authorities  to  detect,  prevent,  or  punish 
crime,  for  the  reason  that  nearly  every  one  was  afraid  to  give  evidence  on  which  to 
ground  an  indictment,  or  testify  at  a  coroner's  inquest.  Also  reported  numerous  and 
glaring  outrages  upon  freedmen,  no  one  being  arrested  for  participation  in  them. 
Same  state  of  affairs  existing  in  other  counties,  aud  in  fact  throughout  the  Department. 
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Headquarters  Armies  ov  the  United  States, 

Washington,  February  8,  1867. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  copy  of  a  call  by  the  Senate  for  infor- 
mation as  to  violations  of  the  Civil  Rights  Bill,  and  of  a  rejjort  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, both  referred  to  me  by  you  for  report  on  the  23d  ultimo. 

In  the  reiiorts  of  officers  of  outrages  committed  on  the  freedmen,  reference  is  rarely 
or  never  made  to  the  Civil  Rights  Bill,  and  I  am  accordingly  unable  to  report  its  vio- 
lations. I  inclose,  however  a  statement  of  murders  committed  in  the  Southern  States, 
as  in  part  pertinent  to  the  inquiry. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  General. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  COMMUNICATING, 
IN  FURTHER  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  SENATE  OF 
THE  IGtii  OF  DECEMBER,  1870,  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  IN  RELATION 
TO  THE  EXISTENCE  OF  DISLOYAL  ORGANIZATIONS  IN  THE  STATE  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA. 

To  the  Sehate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  16th  of  December,  1870, 1  herewith  transmit  copies 
of  certain  reports  received  at  the  War  Department  relative  to  disloyal  organizations  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  intended  to  resist  the  laws,  or  to  deprive  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  the  protectiira  of  the  law,  or  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  under  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  These  reports  are  in  addition  to  the  abstracts  ot 
those  sent  to  the  Senate  on  the  13th  instant. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 

Executive  Mansion,  January  17,  1871. 


Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  January  1,  1871. 

Sir  :  In  addition  to  the  former  evidence  of  the  existence  of  a  dangerous  couspu'acy 
in  this  State  which  I  have  hiid  before  you,  I  desire  to  transmit  the  accompanjang 
papers,  as  an  appendix  to  my  former  official  letter. 

The  pamphlet  containing  the  evidence  against  the  Lenoir  County  prisoners  is  of  suf- 
ficient notoriety  and  authenticity  to  warrant  its  acceptance ;  and,  indeed,  Judge  C.  R. 
Thomas,  before  whom  the  examination  was  had,  and  who  has  since  been  chosen  a 
member  of  the  Forty-second  Congress,  stands  ready  to  corroborate  it.  This  was  the 
first  exposition  of  the  conspiracy.  You  will  further  find  numerous  confessions  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Ku-Klux  Klau,  obtained  through  the  means  of  the  militia  movement  of  last 
summer,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  oath  required  of  members  of  one  of  its  degrees,  "  The 
White  Brotherhood."  The  other  two  degrees  are  known  as  "The  Constitutional  Union 
Guard,"  and  "The  Invisible  Empire." 

The  accompanying  lists  of  outrages  committed  in  Alamance  and  Lincoln  Counties 
are  full  up  to  date.  It  will  be  observed  that  fear  of  injury  on  the  part  of  informants 
has  induced  them  to  ask  that  their  names  be  withhold.  The  Government  can  obtain 
them  at  any  moment,  however. 

Extracts  from  letters  from  citizens  are  also  transmitted,  and  one  or  two  "specimen" 
statements  made  by  i)arties  who  have  been  outraged  in  this  State.  If  all  such  state- 
ments were  compiled,  it  would  be  a  talo  of  terror  and  woe  that  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try have  never  heard  before. 

This  organized  cous]nracy  is  in  existence  in  every  county  of  the  State,  and  its  aim  is 
to  obtain  the  control  of  the  government.  It  is  believed  that  its  leaders  now  direct  the 
movements  of  the  present  legislature.  It  is  proven  (page  210  of  my  message  and  accom- 
panying documents)  that  the  speaker  of  the  preseut  house,  T.  J.  Jarvis,  is  a  member, 
and  one  other  prominent  leader  in  the  legislature,  Fred.  Standwick,  was  seen  on  hia 
way  at  Gilbreath's  Bridge  to  murder  a  State  senator,  (page  226,)  and  (page  218)  that 
the  leading  democratic  paper  of  this  State  is  in  direct  sympathy  with  this  organization 
of  conspirators  and  assasius. 

In  conclusion,  I  inclose  you  a  printed  list  of  outrages,  which  is  not  one-twentieth  of 
the  number  coumiitted  in  the  State.  But  they  are  the  most  prominent,  and  serve  aa 
examples  to  show  what  has  been  already  done,  and  to  warn  the  Government  that 
unless  iictivc  measure's  are  taken  the  lives  of  its  loyal  citizens  are  no  longer  safe,  and 
their  liberties  a  thing  of  the  past. 
With  great  respect, 

W.  W.  HOLDEN. 

General  U.  S.  Grant, 

President  United  States  of  America. 
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Oath  of  the  White  Brotherhood,  (Ku-Klux  Elan.) 

You  solemuly  swear,  iu  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  you  will  never  reveal  the 
name  of  the  person  who  initiated  you ;  and  that  you  will  never  reveal  what  is  now 
ftbout  to  come  to  your  knowledge  ;  and  that  you  are  not  now  a  member  of  the  Red 
String  Order,  Union  League,  Heroes  of  America,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  or  any 
other  organization  whose  aim  and  intention  is  to  destroy  the  rights  of  the  South,  or  of 
the  States,  or  of  the  people,  or  to  elevate  the  negro  to  a  political  equality  with  your- 
self; and  that  you  are  opposed  to  all  such  x^rinciples:  So  help  you  God. 

You  further  swear,  before  Almighty  God,  that  you  will  be  true  to  the  principles  of 
this  brotherhood  and  the  members  thereof;  and  that  you  will  never  reveal  any  of  the 
secrets,  orders,  acts,  or  edicts,  and  you  will  never  make  known  to  any  person,  not  a 
known  member  of  this  brotherhood,  that  you  are  a  member  yonrself,  or  who  are  mem- 
bers; and  that  you  will  never  assist  in  initiating,  or  allow  to  be  initiated,  if  you  can 
prevent  it,  any  one  belonging  to  the  Red  String  Order,  Union  League,  Heroes  of  America, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  or  any  one  holding  radical  views  or  opinions;  and  should 
any  member  of  this  brotherhood,  or  their  families,  be  in  danger,  you  will  inform  them 
of  their  danger,  and,  if  necessary,  you  will  go  to  their  assistance ;  and  that  yoxi  will 
oppose  all  radicals  and  negroes  in  all  of  their  political  designs  ;  and  that  should  any 
radical  or  negro  impose  on,  abuse,  or  injure  any  member  of  this  brotherhood,  you  will 
assist  in  punishing  him  iu  any  manner  the  camp  may  direct. 

You  further  swear  that  you  will  obey  all  calls  and  summonses  of  the  chief  of  your 
camp  or  brotherhood,  should  it  be  in  your  power  so  to  do. 

Given  upon  this,  your  obligation,  that  you  Avill  never  give  the  word  of  distress  unless 
you  are  in  great  need  of  assistance  ;  and  s^iould  you  hear  it  given  by  any  brother  you 
will  go  to  his  or  their  assistance ;  and  should  any  member  reveal  any  of  the  secrets,  acts, 
orders,  or  edicts  of  the  bi'otherhood,  you  will  assist  in  punishing  him  in  any  way  the 
camp  may  direct  or  approve  of :  So  help  you  God. 


Ku-Klux  outrages  in  Wayne  County,  North  Carolina. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1870,  a  party  of  men,  some  seven  or  more,  d4Sguised,  came 
to  tiie  house  of  Andrew  Peel,  colored,  in  Indian  Springs  Township,  and  four  of  the 
party,  viz,  John  Holmes,  Robert  Barks,  and  James  Casey,  (a  neighbor,)  and  supposes 
Jovine  Lewis  as  the  fourth,  entered  his  house,  and,  blincltblding  him,  carried  him  oft 
about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  home,  and  whipped  him  badly.  This  was  on  Sunday, 
the  9th  of  January.  They  also  robbed  him  of  a  double-barreled  gun,  tore  his  hat  to 
X)ieces,  and  cut  the  collar  off  of  his  Sunday  coat. 

On  the  same  night,  viz,  January  9,  (and  more  than  probable  the  same  party,) 
Joseph  Green  (colored)  was  taken  out  and  whipped  severely  at  Everettsville.  Green 
knows  none  of  the  men  that  whipped  him. 

Harvy  Warren  fled  from  Sampson  County  into  Wayne  about  twelve  months  ago,  and 
states  that  he  had  been  taken  out  by  some  six  or  seven  men,  carried  to  the  woods,  and 
taken  by  the  arms  and  run  against  the  trees,  and  by  the  legs  and  flung  aboiit  like  as 
he  had  been  a  log.  The  party  Avas  disf^uised;  one  of  them  had  horns;  made  him  feel 
of  his  horns  ;  said  they  were  from  hell ;  had  a  pistol  for  a  Bible,  which  they  swore  him 
upon  ;  made  him  kiss  it  and  promise  ho  v/ould  never  tell  what  they  had  done  to  him. 

A  true  copy  of  original  on  file  in  executive  department  of  North  Carolina. 

J.  B.  NEATHERY, 

Private  Secretary. 


A-LAMANCE  County  July  28,  1870. 

We,  the  undersigned  citizens  of  Alamance  County,  do  hereby  acknowledge  that  wo 
have  been  members  of  an  organization  in  said  county,  known  to  the  public  as  the 
Ku-Klnx-Klan,  Init  known  to  the  members  thereof  as  the  White  Brotherhood,  or  Con- 
stitutional Union  Guard. 

This  organization  in  the  outset,  as  we  understood  it,  was  purely  political,  and  for  the 
mutual  protection  of  the  members  thereof  and  their  families ;  but,  since  joining,  we 
have  been  i>ained  to  know  that,  Avhile  the  objects  of  the  organization  were  to  attain 
certain  political  ends,  the  means  used  and  resorted  to  were  such  as  would  shock  a  civ- 
ilized and  enlightened  i^eople.  And  we  hereby  publicly  and  independently  dissolve  our 
connection  with  this  organization,  and  call  upon  upright  and  law-abiding  citizens 
everywhere  to  do  the  same  thing,  knowing,  as  we  do,  that  unless  the  crimes  which 
have  been  committed  by  tliis  organization  can  be  put  a  stoii  to,  avA  the  organization 
itself  entirely  broken  up,  civil  liberty  and  personal  safety  are  at  an  end  in  this  county 
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and  life  and  property  and  everything  else  -will  soon  be  at  the  mercy  of  an  organized 
mob. 

We  intend  to  see  that  the  signs,  grips,  and  pass-words  of  this  organization  are  fully 
exi^osed,  together  with  the  plans  of  operations,  &c.,  6o  that  people  everywhere  may 
see  with  their  own  eyes. 

In  making  these  confessions  we  have  implicated  no  one  but  ourselves,  but  we  hope 
that  our  friends  will  take  warning,  from  what  has  transpired  within  the  last  few  days, 
and  immediately  withdraw  ii-om  organizations  such  as  we  have  mentioned,  and  assist 
us  and  all  other  good  citizens  in  restoring  peace  and  good  order  in  our  county. 

Clement  C.  Curtis.  D.  D.  Teague. 

James  E.  Boyd.  A.  J.  Patterson. 

Robert  Haxner.  J.  A.  J.  Patterson. 

John  R.  Stockard.  John  G.  Albright. 

Jacob  Michael.  Christ.  C.  Curtis. 

J.  N.  H.  Clendexin.  S.  A.  Curtis. 

Henry  Albright.  W.  S.  Bradshaw. 

.James  H.  Foust.  Jasper  N.  Wood 

State  of  North  Carolina,  Alamance  County  : 

On  this  the  30th  day  of  July,  1870,  personally  appeared  before  me,  W.  A.  Albright, 
superior  court  clerk  for  Alamance  County,  W.  8.  Bradshaw,  and  after  being  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says  :  That  on  or  about  the  first  part  of  the  year  1809, 1  was  initiated  into 
the  order  of,  known  and  commonly  called  Ku-Klux.  I  was  installed  by  Jacob  A.  Long 
in  his  room.  I  was  sworn  that  if  over  I  revealed  any  of  the  secrets  of  the  order  I  was 
to  sufl'er  death,  and  should  be  the  first  victim.  I  understood  Jacob  A.  Long  to  be  the 
chief  of  the  county.  Previous  to  this  I  met  with  Dr.  John  A.  Walker,  who  asked  me 
if  I  did  not  want  to  join  a  secret  political  organization.  I  answered  him  that  I  had 
been  a  member  of  one  such,  and  did  not  want  to  coiniect  myself  with  any  other.  He 
then  said  there  was  such  in  the  country,  and  told  mo  that  Jacob  A.  Long  could  give  me 
further  information,  and,  in  adtlition  to  this,  give  me  some  of  the  signs.  After  this  I 
was  in  Graham  on  business,  and  in  the  evening  I  Avas  approached  by  Clem.  C.  Curtis, 
who  carried  me  out  behind  Dr.  J.  K.  Ivufiin's  drug  store,  and  asked  me  if  I  did  not  want 
to  know  more  about  a  certain  thing  than  I  did.  I  answered  as  I  did  to  Dr.  Walker. 
He  then  said  that  he  would  be  damned  if  I  did  not  know  too  much,  unless  I  knew  more. 
After  talkiuff  over  tlie  matter,  he  told  me  that  lie  wouUl  conduct  me  to  a  jtlace  wlierel 
could  become  a  full  member.  Upon  this  information  I  was  initiated,  as  above  stated. 
There  was  present  J.  E.  Boyd  and  others  ;  I  do  not  remember  who. 

The  first  meeting  I  attended  was  at  the  hou.se  where  Jack  Thompson  formerly  resided. 
I  think  there  was  nothing  done  wortby  of  notice,  except  the  initiation  of  some  new 
members.  There  was  present  J.  N.  Wood,  James  Foust,  .lames  Bradshaw,  Joseph  B. 
Thompson,  (tiiese  were  ()fiicers,)and  John  Fur,  Polk  Bradshaw,  Fisher  Bradshaw,  Mike 
Fur,  and  otli<  is  I  do  not  remember.  The  new  members  Avere  Haywood,  Crutchfield, 
Patterson,  Thompson,  escj.,  ami  (ieorge  Crntchlield. 

I  attended  second  meeting  at  William  Fur's  house  on  the  night  of  Dr.  Walker's  sale. 
There  were  present  J.  N.  Wood,  James  Foust,  and  James  Bradshaw,  (officers;)  J.  R. 
Stockard,  J.  N.  H.  Clendcnin,  George  Long,  jVDke  Thomiison,  John  Woods,  (as  an  officer,) 
Dick  Thompson,  and  Joe  B.  Alex.  Thompson,  Jamesand  John  Albright,  and  others  I  do 
not  remember.  Either  at  this  meeting  or  the  one  ])revious  there  was  a  move  made  to 
make  a  raid  near  Ilillsboro.  I  opiio.sed  the  move,  and  told  them  if  that  was  the  object 
I  was  out.  I  was  aided  in  this  by  J.  N.  Wood,  who  said  if  they  ijersisted  in  this  course 
they  need  not  expect  the  protection  of  the  organization.  About  the  time  we  were  behig 
dismissed,  James  Bradshaw  said  all  that  wished  to  join  in  this  raid  to  meet  at  Chest- 
nut Ridge  mecsting-house  at  some  hour  of  a  certain  night.  I  heard  nothing  from  this 
raid,  except  that  Major  Lynch  commanded  the  squad  from  IMetausville.  This  was  the 
last  meeting  that  I  alteiuled.  All  my  intluence  .since  this  meeting  has  been  used  to 
suppress  outrages.  1  went  to  Dr.  A.  Wilson  and  urged  liim  to  have  this  thing  sup- 
pressed, as  I  thought  he  had  more  inliuence  than  I  had.  I  went  to  Captain  W.  C. 
Johnston  and  urged  the  same.  He  said  that  some  of  the  young  men  had  persuaded 
him  to  join  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice,  but  then  he  had  no  inliuence  with  them 
and  was  greatly  hurt  at  their  course. 

I  had  information  from  John  K.  Stockard,  who  came  to  my  house  and  told  me  that 
there  was  a  i)lot  to  assassinate  W.  R.  Albright,  and  told  me  to  do  all  I  could  to  stop  it. 
Wc  talked  the  matter  over,  and  he  informed  me  that  James  Bradshaw  was  one  of  the 
leaders,  in  connection  with  Avhich  one  was  Joseph  B.  Thompson,  Milton  Thompson, 
Dick  Thompson,  Mike  Thompson,  Alexander  Tliompsou,  and  John  Thompson,  of  Pat- 
terson. I  went  to  see  James  Bradshaw,  who  was  not  at  home.  I  talki-d  with  John 
Bradshaw,  avIio  said  he  would  use  all  his  inliuence  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  1  had  several 
couvensations  with  James  E.  Boyd  on  the  subject.  lbs  always  expressed  himself  greatly 
opposed  to  such,  and  urged  me  to  do  all  I  could  to  stop  it.  My  impression  is  that  there 
is  in  Alamance  County  seveuty-five  or  more  desperate  men  belonging  to  the  organiza- 
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tion,  who  would  commit  any  crime  to  carry  out  their  purposes  and  designs,  from  what 
I  have  been  told  by  members  of  the  organization,  and  by  those  wlio  onglit  to  know.  I 
regard  Peter  Fonst's  boys,  A.  G.  Moore,  J.  W.  Steel,  David  A.  Mebane,  Anderson 
Thompson,  T.  T.  Turner,  as  such  characters.  James  T.  Hunter  is  a  member  of  the 
organization  ;  J.  L.  Scott  is  a  member,  as  rumored.  I  never  wore  a  gown  and  never 
saw  a  baud  in  disguise,  and  never  encouraged  any  person  to  join  the  order. 

W.  S.  BRADSHAW. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  Juh',  1870. 

W.  A.  ALBRIGHT, 

Clerk  of  Superior  Court. 


North  Carolina,  Alamance  County : 

On  this  the  30th  day  of  July,  1870,  personally  appeared  before  me,  W.  A.  Albright, 
superior  court  clerk  for  Alamance  County,  W.  S.  Bradshaw,  and  after  being  duly  sworn, 
depoaeth  and  says :    That  on  or  about  the  first  part  of  the  year  1869,  I  was  initiated 

into  the  order  of ,  known  and  commonly  called  Ku-Klux.  I  was  installed  by  Jacob 

A.  Long,  in  his  room.  I  was  sworn  that  if  I  revealed  any  of  the  secrets  of  the  order  I 
was  to  suffer  death,  and  should  be  the  first  victim.  I  understood  Jacob  A.  Long  to  be 
the  chief  of  the  county.  Previous  to  this  I  met  with  Dr.  John  A.  Walker,  who  asked 
me  if  I  did  not  want  to  join  a  secret  political  organization.  I  answered  him  that  I  had 
been  a  member  of  one  such,  and  did  not  wantto  connect  myself  with  any  other.  He  then 
said  there  was  such  in  the  country,  and  told  me  that  Jacob  A.  Long  coiild  give  me  fur- 
ther information,  and  in  addition  to  this  give  me  some  of  the  signs.  After  this  I  was 
in  Graham,  on  business,  and  in  the  evening  I  was  ap^iroached  by  Clem.  C.  Curtis,  who 
carried  me  out  behind  Dr.  J.  K.  Ruffin's  drug  store,  and  asked  me  if  I  did  not  want 
to  know  more  about  a  certain  thing  than  I  did.  I  answered  as  1  did  to  Dr.  Walker. 
He  then  said  that  he  would  be  damned  if  I  did  not  know  too  much,  unless  I  knew  more. 
After  talking  over  the  matter  he  told  mo  that  he  would  conduct  me  to  a  place  where  I 
could  become  a  full  member.  Upon  this  information  I  was  initiated  as  above  stated 
The^-e  was  present  J.  E.  Boyd,  and  others,  I  do  not  remember  who.  The  first  meeting 
I  attended  was  at  the  house  where  Jack  Thompson  formerly  resided.  I  think  there 
was  nothing  done  worthy  of  notice,  except  the  initiation  of  some  new  members.  There 
was  present  J.  N.  Wood,'  James  Foust,  .James  Bradshaw,  Joseph  B.  Thompson,  (these 
were  officers,)  and  John  Fur,  Polk  Bradshaw,  Fisher  Bradshaw,  Mike  Fur,  and  others 
I  do  not  remember  ;  the  new  members  we*  Haywood  Crutchfield,  Patterson  Thomp- 
son, esquire,  and  George  Crutchfield.  I  attended  the  second  meeting  at  William  Fur's 
house,  on  the  night  of  Dr.  Walker's  sale ;  there  were  present  J.  N.  Wood,  James  Foust, 
and  James  Bradshaw,  (officers,)  J.  R.  Stockard,  J.  N.  H.  Clendenin,  George  Long,  Mike 
Thompson,  John  Wood,  (as  an  officer,)  Dick  Thompson,  and  Joe  B.  Alex.  Thompson, 
James  and  John  Albright,  and  others  I  do  not  remember.  Either  at  this  meeting  or 
the  one  previous  thererwas  a  move  made  to  make  a  raid  near  Hillsboro.  I  opposed  the 
move,  and  told  them  if  that  was  the  object,  I  was  out.  I  was  aided  in  this  by  J.  N. 
Wood,  who  said  if  they  persisted  in  this  course  they  need  not  expect  the  protection  of 
the  organization.  About  the  time  we  were  being  dismissed  James  Bradshaw  said  all 
that  wished  to  join  in  this  raid  to  meet  at  Chesnut  Ridge  meeting-house  at  some  hour 
of  a  certain  night.  I  heard  nothing  from  this  raid  except  that  Major  Lynch  com- 
.manded  the  squad  from  Metansville.  This  was  the  last  meeting  that  I  attended.  All 
my  intiucnce  since  this  meeting  has  been  used  to  suppress  outrages.  I  Avent  to  Dr.  A. 
Wilson,  and  m-ged  him  to  have  this  thing  suppressed,  as  I  thought  he  had  more  influ- 
ence than  I  had.  I  went  to  Captain  W.  C.  Johnson  and  urged  the  same.  He  said  that 
some  of  the  young  men  had  persuaded  him  to  join  for  the  jiurpose  of  giving  advice,  but 
then  he  had  no  influence  with  them,  and  was  greatly  hurt  at  their  course.  I  had  in- 
formation fiom  John  R.  Stockard,  who  came  to  my  house  and  told  me  that  there  was  a 
plot  to  assassinate  W.  R.  Albright,  and  told  me  to  do  all  I  could  to  stop  it.  We  talked 
the  matter  over,  and  he  informed  me  that  James  Bradshaw  was  one  of  the  leaders ;  in 
connecliou  with  which  one  was  Joseph  B.  Thompson,  Milton  Thompson,  Dick  Thomp- 
son, Mike  Thompson,  Alex.  Thompson,  and  John  Thompson,  of  Patterson.  I  went  to 
see  James  Bradshaw,  who  was  not  at  home.  I  talked  with  John  Bradshaw,  who  said 
he  would  use  all  his  influence  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  I  had  several  conversations  with 
James  E.  Boyd  on  this  subject.  He  always  expressed  himself  greatly  opposed  to  such 
and  urged  me  to  do  all  I  could  to  stop  it.  My  impression  is  that  there  is  in  Alamance 
County  seventy-five  or  more  desperate  men  belonging  to  the  organization  who  would 
commit  any  crime  to  carry  out  their  purposes  and  designs.  From  what  I  have  been 
told  by  members  of  the  organization,  and  by  those  who  ought  to  know,  I  regard  Peter 
Foust's  boys,  A.  G.  Moore,  J.  W.  Steele,  David  A.  Mabaue,  Anderson  Thompson,  T.  T. 
Turner,  as  such  characters.    James  T.  Hunter  is  a  member  of  the  organization.    J.  L. 
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Scott  is  a  member  as  rumored.     I  never  wore  a  gown  and  never  saw  a  band  in  disguise, 
and  never  encouraged  any  person  to  join  the  order. 

W.  S.  BEADSHAW. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30tb  July,  1870. 

W.  A.  ALBRIGHT, 

Clei'k  Supreme  Court. 


State  of  North  Carolina,  Alamance  County  : 

This  day  jiersonally  appeared  before  me,  William  R.  Albright,  acting  justice  of  the 
peace  for  said  county,  J.  W.  Simms,  who  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : 

About  five  months  ago  I  was  approached  by  Daniel  Whitsell,  and  told  of  a  secret 
political  organization,  which  he  recommended  as  a  great  thing,  and  told  me  that  I  had 
better  join  it  for  my  own  protection  and  that  of  my  father,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
republican  party.  I  am  a  member  of  the  radical  party,  voted  the  whole  ticket  at  the 
last  election,  and  thought  that  as  my  own  life  and  that  of  my  father  were  endangered, 
I  had  better  join  the  order,  so  that  I  might  live  in  more  secmity  and  be  better  able  to 

protect  those  who  were  dear  to  me. 

#  #  #■*  #  *  *  *  * 

J.  W.  SBIMS. 
August  1, 1870. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  the  1st  day  of  August,  1870. 

WM.  R.  ALBRIGHT, 

Acting  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
A  true  copy : 

J.  B.  HEATHEY, 

Private  Secretary. 


North  Carolina,  Alamance  County : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me,  P.  R.  Harden,  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace 
for  said  county,  William  Qnackenbush,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  doposeth  and  says  : 

I  joined  an  organization  in  December,  1869,  or  January,  1870,  called  Ku-Klux  or  White 
Brotherhood  ;  a  party  of  disguised  men  came  to  my  house,  and  said  they  Tiuderstood  I 
wanted  to  see  the  Kv.-Klux  ;  wanted  to  knew  what  I  wanted  with  them,  and  finally  per- 
suaded me  to  join  them.  I  am  certain  that  I  know  one  of  them,  J.  I.  McPherson.  I  think 
Peter  Foust's  boys,  and  George  and  John  Barber  were  in  the  crowd.  One  of  them  ad- 
ministered an  oath  to  nic.  They  then  told  me  there  was  work  to  bo  done  that  night, 
and  that  I  must  go  with  them ;  they  then  gave  me  a  gown,  and  I  went  with  them.  We 
went  lirst  to  Manly  Turner's ;  they  inquired  there  if  anything  was  to  bo  done  ;  was 
told  that  Jim  Cole  said  he  wanted  them  to  come  and  give  him  his  whipping,  and  let 
his  dread  be  over.  Cole  had  said  that  if  they  came  to  his  house  he  would  put  seven 
balls  into  some  of  them.  We  then  went  to  Cole's,  and  ordered  him  to  open  the  door ; 
ho  done  so ;  they  asked  his  wife  if  he  had  not  been  maltreating  her ;  she  said  ho 
had  not ;  they  asked  Avhat  he  meant  by  threatening  to  shoot  the  Ku-Klux ;  he 
denied  making  any  such  threats ;  they  told  him  he  had,  and  pulled  him  out  of  the  house ; 
two  of  them  held  him  while  another  commenced  to  whip  him  ;  the  first  one  gave 
him  ten  licks ;  another  man  then  gave  him  ten ;  they  then  told  me  that  I  nnist  give  him 
ten,  and  I  done  so  ;  I  saw  blood  stains  through  his  shirt,  and  I  did  not  hit  him  very 
hard  ;  I  was  compelled  to  do  it,  for  they  swore  me  to  do  everything  I  was  told,  even 
to  kill  my  own  father  ;  they  would  have  whipped  him  more,  but  I  begged  for  him.  We 
then  went  to  Alfred  Hatwood's  and  told  him  about  whipping  Cole.  There  was  nothing 
more  done  that  night ;  they  told  me  they  would  give  mo  notice  when  I  was  wanted 
again.  I  never  attended  any  meeting,  and  never  went  on  any  other  raid.  I  could  not 
get  out  of  it ;  if  I  had  tried  to,  or  told  anything,  I  would  have  been  killed.  I  under- 
stood the  object  of  the  organization  to  be  to  take  the  law  in  our  own  hands,  and  to 
whij)  or  hang  any  one  we  saw  proper. 

WM.  QUACKENBUSH. 

August  l,  1870. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  Ist  August,  1870. 

P.  R.  HARDEN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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State  of  Nokth  Carolixa,  Alamance  County : 

August  1,  1870. 

This  day  personally  appeared  Tbefore  me,  P.  E.  Harden,  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace 
for  said  county,  J.  F.  Hopkins,  ■who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : 

I  joined  an  organization  called  the  White  Brotherhood  about  two  years  ago,  at  a 
place  between  John  and  William  Newlin's  ;  I  was  taken  there  by  William  Stockard  ; 
I  was  persuaded  into  it  by  William  Stockard  ;  he  asked  me  if  I  did  not  waut  to  hunt 
the  Ku-Klux ;  I  told  him  I  would  as  soon  go  as  not ;  I  thought  he  knew  they  w^ere  to 
pass  some  place,  and  I  would  go  with  him  and  see  them ;  when  wo  got  to  the  place  we 
met  a  man  who  took  me  to  where  there  were  several  more  men ;  I  told  them  I  did  not 
want  to  join  ;  they  said  if  I  did  not  join  now  I  would  be  killed ;  one  of  them,  who  they 
called  chief,  administered  the  oath  to  me  ;  I  have  attended  two  meetings  ;  there  were 
present  at  the  first  meeting  William  Stockard,  Alfred  Newlin,  John  Newlin,  Cave  Gates, 
Thomas  R.  Moore,  Seymour  Coble,  Jasper  N.  Wood.  Jasper  X.  Wood  and  Seymour  Coble 
kept  a  list  of  new  members  as  they  were  initiated  ;  in  those  meetings  sentence  was 
passed  on  the  republican  party,  and  it  was  determined  to  hang  them,  or  stop  them 
from  voting  ;  the  object  of  the  meetings  was  to  take  the  law  in  our  own  hands,  and  to 
whij)  or  hang  any  one  we  saw  proper  to.  At  the  first  meeting  we  elected  the  follow- 
ing officers:  William  Stockard,  chief;  John  Newlin,  esq.,  lieutenant;  and ,  cap- 
tain. We  appointed  another  meeting  to  be  held  at  Sjiring  meeting-house ;  there  were 
at  this  meeting  Matthew  Hopkins,  William  Stockard,Thonias  Robinson,  jr.,  Alfred  New- 
lin, Cave  Cates ;  we  expected  several  more,  but  they  did  not  come ;  nothing  of  im- 
portance was  done  at  this  meeting.  We  appointed  another  meeting  to  be  held  at  Mal- 
let's old  still-house  ;  the  object  of  this  third  meeting  was  to  make  arrangements  to  go 
and  whip  Wiiliam  Maynor;  it  was  suggested  by  William  Stockard  and  Thomas  Rob- 
inson that  Maynor  should  be  whipped  for  reporting  persons  for  illegal  distilling.  John 
Duke  and  John  Stockard  told  me  that  there  was  to  be  a  meeting  to  make  arrangements 
to  drown  or  hang  Thomas  Norwood  ;  Duke  said  that  the  damned  old  son  of  a  bitch 
ought  to  be  hung.  I  was  on  one  raid,  but  not  disguised ;  there  was  with  me  Matthew 
Hopkins,  John  Duke,  Newton  Robinson,  Chesley  Robinson,  Ed.  Freeman,  George  Stock- 
ard; they  were  all  disguised;  we  went  to  Dow  Worth's,  (colored;)  the  others  left  me 
at  the  fence  to  hold  the  horses,  and  went  to  the  house,  and  took  out  Dow  Worth  and 
Arch  Dark,  (colored,)  and  whipped  them,  and  took  a  pistol  away  from  them.  We  nest 
went  to  Alfred  White's ;  they  left  me  at  the  fence  with  the  horses,  and  went  to  the 
house  and  called  him  up  and  took  him  out  and  whipped  him ;  (they  all  took  part 
in  the  whippiug;)  they  said  they  whipped  him  for  running  after  Thomas  Norwood's 
girls.  They  said  that  they  intended  to  carry  the  next  election,  if  they  had  to  kill  or 
run  off  all  the  negroes.  We  next  went  to  Jonathan  Zachroy's  ;  I  was  again  left  with 
the  horses ;  the  rest  went  to  the  house  ;  he  opened  the  door,  and  they  went  in  and  told 
him  he  must  keep  his  crazy  daughter  at  home  ;  if  he  did  not,  they  would  call  upon  him 
again  ;  (his  daughter  was  in  the  habit  of  going  where  she  pleased  in  the  neighborhood.) 
William  Stockard  has  been  turned  out  of  office  as  chief  of  our  camp,  and  John  Duke 
elected  in  his  place.  I  told  John  Duke,  the  chief,  I  did  not  want  to  go  on  this  raid  ; 
that  I  had  no  gown  ;  he  told  me  I  must  go,  that  I  could  mind  the  horses.  Matthew  Hop- 
kins told  me  that  he  heard  there  was  to  be  a  meeting  at  Gilbreath's  Bridge,  to  go  and 
hang  S.  M.  Sholfner,  and  he  told  them  he  would  not  go  himself.  The  following  are 
members  of  the  organization :  William  C.  Moore,  David  Moore,  Thomas  Guthrie, 
Henry  Duke.  I  would  have  given  anything  to  have  got  out  of  the  organization,  but 
could  not  get  out  without  telling  it,  and  if  I  told  I  would  have  been  killed.  They  told 
me  if  I  told  anything  that  I  should  hang  to  a  limb. 

his 

JAMES  F.  +  HOPKINS. 

mark 

Witness :  S.  J.  Turner. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  day,  August  1,  1870. 


P.  R.  HARDEN,  J. 


Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  August  12,  1870. 

Thomas  F.  Williford,  of  Cabarras  County,  voluntarily  and  of  his  own  accord,  doth 
confess^ and  say,  having  come  from  his  own  home  to  Raleigh  for  that  purpose,  that  he, 
during  the  last  year,  lived  in  Lenoir  County,  six  miles  north  of  Ivinston,  having 
moved  to  that  county  in  1866.  That  some  time  in  April  or  May,  1869,  on  one  Sunday, 
as  he  and  his  wife  were  going  to  Sunday-school,  he  was  met  by  Jesse  C.  Kenady  and 
Jeff  Perry,  w^ho  j)ersuaded  him  to  go  to  Kenady's  house,  which  was  near  the  iilace  they 
met  him.    He  turned  back  and  went  with  them,  his  wife  going  on  to  Sunday-school. 

When  he  got  there,  besides  J.  C.  Kenady  and  Jeff  Perry,  who  went  with  hun,  ho 
found  Lawyer  Mom'oe,  from  Kinston,  and  one  Hill.     The  crowd  was  drinking.     Some 
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half  hour  after  he  was  there,  J.  C.  Kenady,  in  the  presence  of  the  other  men,  initiated 
him  into  the  C.  U.  G.,  and  administered  to  him  an  oath,  the  purport  of  which  was  that 
he  was  to  keep  the  secrets  of  the  order,  and  not  reveal  anything  that  took  place.  He 
was  also  sworn  to  ohey  the  orders  of  his  superior  officers.  He  understood  that  for  a 
violation  of  his  oath  the  punishment  would  he  death.  Kenady  at  the  same  time  read 
to  him  the  by-laws.  He  does  not  recollect  all  the  by-laws,  but  was  under  the  impres 
sion  that  the  order  was  committed  to  the  overthrow  of  the  radical  party,  and  to  hos- 
tility to  the  colored  people,  and  that  any  means  whatever  were  to  be  used  to  effect  tho 
object  of  the  order. 

The  Saturday  after  he  joined  he  attended  a  meeting  of  the  order  a  2  p.  m.  at  Henry 
Groom's  still-house.    There  were  present  J.  C.  Kenady,  chief;  Ashly  Vaughn,  south 

commander;  Monroe,  north  commander;  James  Grelon,  west  commander;  Henry 

Groom,  secretary;  Smith,  treasurer.    The  latter  was  sitting  with  Groom.    There 

were  present  also  James  Perry,  Samuel  Perry,  Jeff  Perry,  James  Hines,  three  Harper 
boys,  two  Davisea,  (one  called  Kit  Davis,)  John  Barrow,  Aleck  Dawson,  and  three  of 
the  Hills,  and  two  of  the  Hines  boys,  and  some  others,  in  all  about  thirty. 

It  was  understood  at  this  meeting  that  every  member  was  bound  to  report  to  Kenady 
the  name  of  every  radical  and  negro  who  said  anything  about  the  order.  If  any  mem- 
ber failed  to  do  this  he  was  to  be  ijuuished.  It  was  also  ordered  that  no  member  should 
work  with  any  negro  on  shares,  put  for^such  a  price. 

The  second  Sunday  after  the  above  meeting,  he  attended  another  meeting  at  the 
same  place,  some  forty  present.  Joseph  Parrott  and  his  brother,  and  Joshua  Suggs, 
and  two  others  were  initiated.  At  this  meeting  it  was  determined  that  Mowers,  the 
detective,  should  be  killed.  Kenady  said  that  he  ought  to  be  put  out  of  the  way.  To 
this  Jeff'  Perry  agreed,  and  said  he  would  be  one  of  live  to  do  it.  Monroe  promised  to 
get  him  to  go  to  the  house  of  Mag  Hines,  a  dissolute  woman  in  Kinston,  where  they 
could  get  him  ;  that  he,  Monroe,  had  often  drank  with  Mowers,  and  he.  Mowers,  would 
not  suspect  him.  No  one  else  volnuteerd,  as  it  was  understood  that  it  would  be  ar- 
ranged among  themselves. 

The  Sunday  afterward  Jeff  Perry  told  him,  Williford,  that  if  it  had  not  rained  Sat- 
urday night  Mowers  would  have  gone  up  ;  that  he  would  have  been  in  the  river  with 
the  cat-lish  eating  his  carcase. 

He  attended  another  meeting  in  aboiit  three  weeks,  which  was  ordered  by  Kenady, 
some  twenty-five  present.  It  was  then  ordered  that  the  jail  should  be  broken  open 
and  Ashly  ^^auglm  and  Jim  Hines  taken  out  and  let  loose.  The  meeting  was  on  Sun- 
day, and  the  members  were  ordered  to  meet  at  the  county  bridge  near  Kinston  by  10 
o'clock  that  night.  He  did  not  wisli  to  go,  as  his  child  was  sick,  but  Kenady  and  Jim 
Perry  said  he  should  go.  He  got  to  the  bridge  about  10  o'clock,  and  waited  for  the 
crowd.  There  were  some  thirty-live  or  forty  of  the  crowd.  They  left  the  bridge  and 
went  to  the  graveyard,  where  they  discussed  the  manner  the  jaU  was  to  be  broken 
open.  lu  about  ten  minutes  it  was  decided  to  break  open  the  door  with  a  sledge-ham- 
mer, and  the  crowd  went  toward  the  jnil.  Some  ten  or  twelve  guards  were  placed 
around  the  jail  from  twenty-live  to  sevgnty-tivo  steps  from  it.  Some  twcnty-tive  of 
the  crowd  went  up  and  stood  around  tfic  jail  door.  Captain  Harper  called  for  the 
hammer,  and  commenced  breaking  in  the  door.  He,  Williford,  after  a  couple  of  licks 
on  tho  door,  moved  off  and  stood  by  the  corner  of  the  court-house.  Most  of  the  crowd 
was  armed  with  shot-guns.  None  of  them  were  disguised.  After  considerable  ham- 
mering the  door  llew  open,  and  Vauger,  or  Dc  Nauger,  aiul  Hines  came  out.  As  soon 
as  the  crowd  had  the  prisoners,  and  after  cheering  in  front  of  Richard  King's  house, 
they  left  Kinston  between  1'2  and  1  o'clock,  going  to  their  several  homes.  He  saw  no 
citizens  out  during  the  time.  There  were  in  the  crowd  at  the  jail  Captain  Harper, 
Henry  Groom,  Samuel  Perry,  Reddin  Hines,  one  of  the  Hill  boys,  two  of  the  Harpers, 
brothers  of  the  captain,  Joseph  Parrott,  Alexander  Dawson,  Mr.  Tillen.  The  others 
he  does  not  now  recollect. 

On  a  Saturday,  at  Groom's  distillery,  some  two  weeks  after  the  jail  was  broken  open, 
he  was  at  another  meeting.     There  was  present  Kenady,  James  Perry,  Jeff  Perry,  Sam 

Perry,  Henry  Groom, Smith,  Alexander  Dawson,  Ashly  Vaughn,  Kit  Davis,  .lames 

Hines,  Reddin  Hines,  three  Harper  boys,  and  a  good  many  others  whose  names  he  does 
not  recollect.  Kenady,  at  this  meeting,  told  the  members  that  Golgrove,  tho  sheriff 
of  Jones  County,  ought  to  die;  that  he,  Golgrove,  had  just  got  loose  from  the  peniten- 
tiary, and  if  they  didn't  kill  him  they  were  not  true  to  their  clan.  Reddin  Hines  said 
it  was  all  right ;  that  he,  Golgrove,  "  should  go  up."  The  camp  determined  then  to 
raise  a  Certain  sum  for  Golgrove's  scalp,  and  subscriptions  were  then  made.  Kenady 
said  he  would  give  $10,  and,  if  necessary,  $50.  One  of  the  Davises  said  he  would  give 
|5,  and  Groom,  Smith,  Reddin  Hines,  Jeff'  Perry,  the  three  Harper  boys,  and  others, 
also  promised. 

It  was  understood  that  at  the  next  meeting  it  would  be  decided  who  and  how  many 
should  go  and  do  the  deed.    At  tho  next  meeting  he,  Williford,  was  sick  .and  did  not 

go.    Tho  Monday  after  the  meeting  he  saw  Jeff'  Perry  in  his  field,  and  he.  Perry,  told 
im  the  arrangements  were  made,  that  Golgrove  had  to  "go  up,"  remarking  "that 
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some  of  the  best  of  the  boya  had  to  go,  aud  if  they  did  get  him,  there  "would  be  oue  of 
the  biggest  barbecues  ever  given  iu  Jones  County."  This  conversation  took  place 
about  two  weeks  before  Colgrovo  was  killed,  and  in  about  some  three  or  four  weeks  a 
big  barbecue  was  given  at  Farm  Valley  by  Jesse  Kenady,  Joe  Parrott,  and  Jim  and  Jeff 
Perry,  aud  others.  He,  Williford,  went  to  no  more  meetings.  He  understood  that  the 
order  was  brought  to  Lenoir  County  by  one  Temide,  of  Wake  County,  who  was  a  brother- 
in-law  of  Croom.  After  Colgrove's  death  Kenady  told  him  there  were  but  ten  of  the 
camp  who  were  in  it,  or  who  'vere  with  those  who  killed  Colgrove. 

Soon  after  Grant  was  killed,  Ash,  DeNauger,  and  Joe  Parrott  told  him,  Williford, 
they  were  present  and  h(;lped  do  it.  It  was  his  understanding  from  the  by-laws,  and 
the  charges  given  in  the  meetings,  that  the  members  were  to  do  evei-ything  in  their 
power  to  break  up  the  radical  party,  even  to  burning  their  houses,  killing  them  when 
ordered  bv  the  camp,  destroying  their  property,  &c. 

T.  F.  WILLIFORD. 

Test: 

QUENT  BUSBEE. 


Affidamt  of  F.  U.  Blanchard. 

F.  U.  Blanchard,  a  citizen  of  Alamance  County,  North  Carolina,  behig  duly  sworn, 
deposes  aud  swears  as  follows  : 

I  was  initiated  as  a  member  of  the  organization  of  White  Brotherhood'  about  two 
years  ago.  I  was  initiated  by  George  Mebaue  ;  there  were  about  six  presimt,  all  in 
disguise,  save  Younger.  Mebane  was  iu  disguise  until  after  I  was  initiated ;  then  he 
took  off  his  false  face.  The  others  I  did  not  know.'  After  Younger  aud  myself  were 
initiated  we  were  asked  ''  what  we  came  there  for."  I  auswered,  I  did  not  know. 
They  said,  '•  We  had  you  brought  here  to  make  something  in  the  shape  of  a  coflin  for  to 
put  at  Joseph  McAdam's  door  to  scare  him."  I  told  them  that  is  something  I  cannot 
do.  Some  of  the  party  told  me  that  if  I  did  not  do  it  I  would  be  hanged,  and  put  a 
rope  ffround  my  neck,  and  one  of  them  run  up  a  tree  with  a  rope  in  his  hands,  and 
some  one  said  "  Hold  on."  There  the  matter  stopped.  I  assisted  in  making  the  coffin 
or  box.  I  did  this,  fearing  that  if  I  did  not,  I  would  be  punished  with  death,  as  I 
thought,  xifter  making  this  box  it  was  left  in  the  shop,  which  was  an  open  one.  On 
the  next  morning  the  coffin  vras  missing.  This  coffin  was  finished  on  Saturday,  The 
next  I  heard  of  this  was  that  the  coffin  was  placed  at  Mr.  McAdam's  door.  I  did  not 
know  the  parties  that  placed  at  the  door  of  Mr.  McAdam  this  coffin. 

I  never  afterward  had  anythiug  to  do  with  the  organization,  because,  from  the 
above,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  its  purposes  were  wrong. 

I  would  have  exposed  the  whole  thing  at  the  time,  if  I  had  not  been  afraid  of  being 
punished  by  death  by  the  oi'ganization.  I  do  not  think  any  man  could  have  been  con- 
victed by  the  civil  authority,  for  the  reason  that  we  w^ere  bound  to  swear  for  our  com- 
rades, even  to  The  extent  of  an  alihi,  and  no  power  but  the  military  could  have  broken 
it  up.  I  never  had  a  gown  ;  I  was  never  in  disguise.  This  organization  was  for  the 
purpose  of  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  conservative  party. 

F.  U.  BLANCHARD. 

Sworn  aud  subscribed  before  me,  August  17,  1870. 

W.  A.  ALBRIGHT, 

a  s.  a 


J.  J.  Younger,  a  citizen  of  Alamance  County,  after  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says : 

I  joined  the  organization  of  Constitutional  Union  Guards  about  two  years  past.  I 
was  initiated  in  the  woods  near  Sellars's  mill,  on  Haw  River,  in  said  county.  There 
were  present  five  men,  three  of  whom  I  knew,  to  wit,  John  Long,  George  Mrbane,  aud 
F.  W.  Blanchard ;  the  others  were  in  disguise.  George  Mebane  made  a  motion  that  a 
box  imitating  a  coffin  should  be  made  to  put  at  Joseph  McAdam's  door,  T)Ut  intended 
no  damage ;  which  motion  was  carried.  Then  F.  W.  Blanchard  and  myself  were  des- 
ignated to  make  it,  we  both  being  mechanics.  I  insisted  that  I  would  not  do  it,  as  Mc- 
Adam was  a  brother  Mason.  I  was  told  by  George  Mebane,  "  You  will  have  it  to  make, 
or  you  will  be  punished,"  aud  my  understanding  was  that  that  i^unishment  would  be 
death.  I  assisted  in  making  the  box  at  the  time  I  was  ordered  to  do  so.  I  was  or- 
dered to  do  this  within  two  days  after  the  meeting  referred  to.  I  made  the  coffin  at 
F.  M.  Blanchard's  shop,  one  mile  from  Big  Falls,  in  said  county,  and  left  it  in  said  shop ; 
said  shop  stands  about  half  open — no  doors  one  end — entirely  oj)en  half  of  one  side. 
On  the  next  morning  the  coffin  was  not  there.  The  next  I  heard  of  this  colBn,  or  one 
similar  to  the  one  I  made,  was  put  at  said  McAdam's  door  at  his  dwelling.  I  would 
have  informed  Mr.  McAdam  of  this  had  I  not  felt  sure  that  I  would  be  punished  either 
by  whipping,  hanging,  or  drowning.    I  had  a  gown,  but  on  reflection  I  destroyed  it 
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the  clay  after  the  coffin  "W'as  placed  at  this  man's  door.  I  then  thought  the  organization 
■was  "wrong  ;  the  purposes  of  the  organization,  as  I  understood  them,  were  being  per- 
verted. Ihad  nothing  further  to  do  -with  it ;  and  I  believe  if  myself  and  Blanchard 
had  been  arrested  by  the  civil  authorities,  the  parties  vrho  ordered  us  to  make  the  box 
would  have  sworn  falsely  in  the  matter,  and  my  impression  is  that  it  was  generally 
understood  that  the  organization  or  the  members  of  it  should  do  all  they  couhl  to  keep 
comrades  from  being  x^unished  by  any  authority,  even  to  the  extent  of  swearing  an 
alibi.  I  never  was  on  a  raid ;  never  was  in  any  meeting  but  the  one  named  above,  and 
know  none  of  its  members,  as  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  after  the  making  of  the 
coffin. 

J.  J.  YOUNGER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th  of  August,  1870. 

W.  A.  ALBRIGHT,  C.  S.  C. 


State  of  Noeth  Cakolixa,  County  of  Alamance : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  personally  appeared  J.  C.  Whitesell,  who  being 
duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  says  : 

I  was  taken  into  the  society  known  by  the  name  of  White  Brotherhood  by  John  E. 
Clapp,  in  the  month  of  April,  1869.  Andrew  Kulfman  was  sworn  in  at  the  same  time ; 
Thaddeus  Mgle  was  sworn  in  at  the  same  time ;  .Jacob  Kulfman  at  the  same  time. 
I  don't  recollect  all  of  the  oath,  but  we  were  told  that  if  ever  I  revealed  the  secret 
I  would  be  punished  by  the  order  of  camp.  J.  H.  Albright  is  the  lirst  man  that  ever 
named  it  to  me,  and  conducted  me  to  camp.  I  was  where  they  met,  at  Baulding's 
shop ;  Macon  Apple  was  chief,  and  once  at  Cable's  school  house,  William  Tickel  was 
chief  that  night.  John  Wagner,  and  Jacob  Wagner,  and  Lewis  Huffins,  and  Peter 
Michael,  and  .Joel  Tickel,  and  Calvm  Tickel,  and  J.  H.  Albright,  appointed  a  meeting 
near  the  raili'oad  last  September,  to  elect  a  chief,  at  which  «ieeting  I  was  elected  chiet 
of  the  camp.  The  next  meeting  was  near  George  Whitesall's,  and  I,  as  chief,  adminis- 
tered the  oath  to  George  Whitesell,  and  Daniel  Fatten,  and  William  Swing,  and  Joel 
Swing,  and  William  Huffman,  and  .John  Curtis,  and  Alfred  Whitesell,  and  John  Huff- 
man. Macon  Apple's  camp  ordered  that  a  negro  man  was  to  be  whipped  at  a  certain 
time,  living  at  Robert  Thomas's.  Myself  and  Daniel  Whitesell,  and  Rankin  Lewey, 
and  Patterson  Whitesell,  and  Rankin  Whitesell,  and  J.  H.  Albright,  and  ilacon  Apple, 
and  Alson  ]'>urr,  and  others  that  I  don't  recollect — Mason  Apple  ordered  that  we  should 
give  so  many  licks.  The  n(!xt  raid  I  was  in  was  at  Lewis  Tickle's  ;  the  whipping  ot 
William  Jjong,  Ijlack  man,  myself  and  I?aukin  Whitesell,  and  Jeremiah  Whitesell,  and 
Daniel  Whitesell,  Rankin  Low,  and  William  Low,  William  Tickel,  William  Smith, 
Phillip  Boon ;  we  gave  four  or  five  licks  apiece.  It  was  ordered  by  the  camp  that  met 
at  Joshua  Boon's  still-house  that  Carter  Causey  should  be  whipped.  Myself  and  Ran- 
kin Whitesell,  and  Jeremiah  Whitesell,  and  William  Geringer,  Joel  Spring,  David 
Thomas,  Robert  Fobish,  and  Jacob  May  carried  the  order  into  execution. 

J.  C.  WHITESELL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  Gth  day  of  September,  1870. 

J.  A.  NEESE,  J.  P. 


EoxBORO,  Person  County,  North  Caroi.ina, 

Octoicr  7,  1870. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  first  victim  to  Ku-Klux  violence  was  Mr.  S.  L.  Wiles ;  lived  four  miles 
south  of  Roxboro ;  an  industrious  and,  in  his  dealings  with  persons,  strictly  honest 
man.  The  alleged  charge  against  him  was  that  he  was  living  in  adultery  with  a  col- 
ored woman.  (Can't  say  as  to  the  truth  of  the  charge.)  The  woman's  name  is  Harriet 
Bran,  who  also,  with  Wiles,  was  cruelly  whipped,  and  both  of  them  driven  from  the 
farm  he  had  rented  for  the  year.  The  next  and  only  other  instance  I  can  call  to  mind 
was  against  Wm.  B.  Hudgens;  the  supposed  cause  was  that  ho  was  living  on  land  tho 
title  of  which  is  in  dispute.  The  party  not  in  possession  had  ordered  him  to  leave  the 
premises,  threatening  at  the  same  time  if  he  failed  to  do  so  within  a  certain  time,  he 
would  be  Ku-Kluxed  off.  Ho  failed  to  leave  as  ordered,  and  was  afterward  cruelly 
and  most  terribly  beaten  by  disguised  men,  (26  in  number,)  and  forced  to  leave  the 
premises  he  had  leased  for  two  years. 

Hudgens  has  always  voted  the  democratic  ticket ;  Wiles  the  republican.     I  don't 
think  politics  had  anything  to  do  with  either  case. 
Most  respectfully,  &c., 

Governor  Holden,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

P.  S.— I  bad  liked  to  have  forgotten  to  mention  the  case  of  a  Mr.  Thomas,  United  States 
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detective,  who  visited  Eoxboro  on  business  pertainiugto  his  duty,  and  during  the  night 
had  a  coffin  placed  at  his  door  witli  the  following  inscription  tacked  on  it,  to  wit :  ''You 
and  all  other  damned  radicals  had  better  leave  these  parts,  or  else  you  will  fill  this 
furniture." 
A  true  copy  of  original  letter  on  file  in  executive  department  of  North  Carolina. 

J.  B.  NEATHERY, 

Private  Secretary 


LiNCOLNTON,  North  Caeoltna, 

October  17,  1870. 

Deak  Sir  :  According  to  your  request  we  send  you  the  below  list  of  names  of  per- 
sons that  have  been  maltreated  in  Lincoln  County  : 

Harriet  Quickel,  black,  whipped  and  shot. 

Sam  Ward,  wife,  and  daughter,  black,  whix^ped. 

Rufus  Friday  and  wife,  black,  whipped. 

James  Falls,  black,  whipped. 

Charles  Sumner,  black,  whipped  and  robbed  of  $15. 

John  Connely,  black,  whipped  and  shot. 

William  Magbee,  black,  robbed  in  the  woods  of  all  his  money. 

Reuben  Litton,  black,  whipped  and  shot. 

Jerry  Wood,  black,  whipped  and  drove  from  home ;  life  threatened  if  he  returned. 

J.  Barringer,  black,  whipped  and  drove  from  home ;  life  threatened  if  he  returned. 

Rufus  Biudhardt,  black,  whipped  and  shot  dangerously. 

E.  Wilfong,  black,  whipped  and  shot  dangerously. 

Peter  Hoover,  black,  whipped. 

Lawson  Friday,  black,  whipj)ed  and  shot. 

S.  Motz,  black,  whipped. 

John  Miller,  white,  whipped  and  shot. 

Adeline  Fisher,  white,  whipped. 

Mary  Fisher,  white,  whipped. 

Sally  Fisher,  white,  whipped. 

J.  SIcMellen,  white,  whipped. 

Jeff  Herndon,  black,  house  robbed  of  two  guns. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  cases,  but  we  cannot  get  their  names. 

The  colored  man,  Wilfong  was  shot  in  the  back  and  is  mutilated  for  life.     *     *     » 

For  the  sake  of  my  family  please  not  mention  my  name  in  this  matter. 
Governor  Hojlden. 

I  certify  on  honor  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  report,  on  file  in  the 
executive  department  of  North  Carolina. 

J.  B.  NEATHERY, 
December  20,  1870.  Private  Secretary. 


Stokes  County,  North  Carolina,  October  23, 1870. 

I  believe  this  infamous  order  of  Thn{)s  existed  here  in  the  fall  of  1867.  Tobacco 
traders  and  distillers  who  were  in  the  habit  of  evading  the  revenue  laws,  and  more 
especially  the  tobacco  peddlers  to  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  were  the  first  i^ersons 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  concern,  and  to  initiate  others  in  this  region,  and  to 
practice  the  diabolical  edicts  of  the  order. 

*  *  *  Just  before  the  presidential  election  I  had  information  that  three  councils 
of  Ku-Klux  existed  in  the  county.  One  act  of  theirs  was  to  attack  and  beat  Stephen 
Bynum,  a  colored  man,  near  Germantowu.  A  number  of  masked  men  took  him  out  of 
his  house  late  at  night,  and  whipped  him  on  account  of  his  being  a  republican. 

About  the  same  time  a  number  of  masked  men  rode  through  the  town  of  Germantown, 
and,  while  a  party  of  colored  peoiile  of  both  sexes  were  dancing,  fired  into  the  house 
and  badly  wounded  a  colored  man  in  the  knee. 

Various  other  acts  have  been  committed  at  different  periods,  (of  whipping.) 

Parties  of  masked  men  have  been  seen  in  many  localities,  and  men  of  prominence 
have  received  letters  containing  threats  of  violence  to  them  on  account  of  their  politi- 
cal opinions. 

Threats  of  violence  have  frequently  been  made  to  colored  men  who  lived  on  the  land 
of  rebels,  that  they  would  be  disi)08sessed  if  they  voted  for  republicans. 

The  proper  authorities,  who  have  been  informed  of  these  facts,  were  either  afraid  to 
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move  in  the  matter  or  did  not  care  about  it.     Nothing  has  been  done  more  than  to 
make  some  little  pretense. 
Please  do  not  use  my  name. 


I  certify,  on  honor,  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  a  letter  from  Stokes  County,  on 
file  in  the  executive  department. 

J.  B.  NEATHERY. 

Private  Secretary. 
Decemier  20  1870. 


AsHEBORO,  North  Carolina,  Octoher  28, 1870. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yonrs  of  the  30th  ultimo  is  to  hand.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  inform  you 
that  Randolph  County  is  almost  entirely  governed  by  the  Ku-Klux.  I  supposed  before 
the  election  that  there  vrere  a  good  many  in  the  couutj',  but  I  had  no  idea  that  they 
were  half  so  well  organized;  but  I  am  proud  to  say  that  my  township  gave  a  large 
republican  majoritj'.  The  Ku-Klux  have  not  committed  many  gross  outrages  in  this 
county,  like  they  have  in  somq  others.  Their  object  seemed  to  be  to  decoy  as  many  as 
possible  into  the  organization  by  making  them  believe  it  was  not  a  very  bad  thing. 
They  i)aradcd  through  sevei'al  ncighborlioods  just  before  the  election,  in  order  to  terrify 
the  most  timid  rei)ublicans,  and  by  their  threats,  &c.,  make  them  stay  away  from  the 
election.  They  knew  very  well  who  was  easily  scared.  They  have  not  been  so  bold 
since  the  militia  was  called  out.  If  the  republicans  had  not  (some  of  them,  both  white 
and  colored)  been  so  easily  intimidated  and  staid  at  home,  avo  could  easily  have  car- 
ried Randolph.  It  is  very  hard  to  know  whom  to  put  confidence  in.  I  know  a  great 
many  men  Avho  laid  out  during  the  war,  who  were  whipi)ed,  kicked,  and  handcufted 
by  the  rebels  during  the  Avar,  who  are  noAV  among  the  Ku-Klux,  and  A'oted  for  the  men 
that  abused  them  so  badly.  I  don't  know  that  any  person  in  this  county  has  been 
murdered  by  the  Ku-Klnx.  I  only  know  of  two  that  haA'e  been  Avhipped;  one  was  a 
colored  boy,  I  think,  by  the  name  of  Cheek,  who  Avas  taken  to  FrauklinsA'ille  last 
spring,  in  the  night,  and  tied  up  and  Avhippcd  in  the  A'illage.  James  Brookshire,  a 
colored  man,  was  Avhipped  at  his  own  house  last  spring,  and  his  gun  taken  away,  and 
he  forced  to  leave  the  neighborhood.  One  school-house  was  burned  in  18G9 ;  it  belonged 
to  the  colored  i:)eople.  A  great  numy,  both  white  and  colored,  were  visited  by  the  Ku- 
Klux,  and  severe  threats  made  against  them  if  they  voted  the  rei)ublican  ticket. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

JOEL  ASHEWORTH. 

Governor  Holden. 


Wyatt  Prince,  colored,  being  first  sworn  to  tell  the  truth,  the  Avhole  truth,  and  noth- 
ing but  the  truth,  says  he  is  a  citizen  of  North  Carolina,  and  a  resident  of  the  county 
of  Cliatham. 

In  the  month  of  July,  Avhilc  at  home  with  my  family,  and  all  in  bed  asleep,  a  com- 
pany of  white  men,  masked,  approached  my  hou§e,  and  Avithout  giA'ing  any  Avarning, 
burst  the  door  in,  and  one  of  the  nuiiil)er  struck  a  match,  and  from  the  light  thereof 
saw  where  I  was  lying,  and  exclaimed,  "  There  he  lies;  come  in,  boys,  comtj  in  ;"  and 
immediately  the  house  AA'as  filled  Avitli  these  men,  who  gathered  around  him.  I 
attempted  escape,  Avlien  one  of  the  number  exclaimed,  "  God  damu  him  ;  shoot  liim, 
boys,  shoot  him ;"  whereupon  they  commenced  shooting  Avith  i^istols,  and  Avouuded 
me  in  the  right  arm,  left  side,  left  thigh,  and  below  my  left  knee.  Durhig  this  time  I 
had  moved  from  my  iiist  position,  and  they  missing  me,  they  endeavored  again  to 
strike  a  match,  and  not  succeeding,  I  made  my  escape  through  a  window  and  fled  to 
the  Avoods.  For  several  weeks  I  A\as  bedridden  with  my  Avounds.  I  am  noAv  a  refugee 
from  my  home,  and  cannot  return  for  fear  of  losing  my  life.  These  Ku-Klux  frequently 
visit  my  house  of  a  night,  and  have  declared  that  if  they  ever  catch  me  they  intend  to 
cut  me  open  and  fill  my  body  with  rocks  and  sink  it  in  the  river.  My  family  are  still 
in  Chatham.  I  cannot  go  to  them,  nor  can  they  come  to  me.  My  corn  crop  still 
stands  in  the  field  nngathered,  and  my  cotton  has  been  gathered  in  part  by  one  of  my 
enemies  and  approiniatcd  to  his  OAvn  use.  I  believe  I  knoAv  four  of  the  persons  Avho 
made  the  attack  upon  me.  Alvis  Nash,  colored,  who  brought  the  informatiou  of  the  out- 
rage ui)on  me  to  Raleigh,  has  been  persecuted  for  the  part  of  friendship  he  showed  to 
me.  His  liberty  has  been  taken  from  him,  and  he  is  under  arrest  under  false  charges. 
I  am  not  sensible  of  haA'ing  done  any  one  a  wrong.  I  attended  to  my  oavu  business, 
and  only  have  giA'en  offense  by  being,  as  I  believe,  a  true  republican. 

his 

WYATT  -I-  PRINCE. 

mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  the  Slst  day  of  December,  1870. 

W.  WHITAKER,  J.  P. 


CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE    SOUTHERN    STATES.        LXV 

Vicey  Baldin,  colored,  being  first  sworn  to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  noth- 
ing but  the  truth,  says  she  lives  in  the  county  of  Chatham,  State  of  North  Carolina  ; 
that  about  three  weeks  ago,  at  night,  a  mob  of  some  thirty  or  more  white  men  came  to 
her  house  and  arrested  her  husband,  charging  him  with  being  a  barn-burner,  and 
when  they  called  him  up  to  say  what  he  knew  of  the  barn-burning,  he  said  he 
knew  nothing  about  it,  whereupon  they  pointed  their  pistols  and  guns  at  him,  and, 
with  an  oath,  threatened  to  blow  his  brains  out.  My  husband,  with  some  eighteen  or 
twenty  others,  are  now  held  as  prisoners  in  a  house  in  the  country,  guarded  by  armed 
men,  without  the  poor  privilege  of  a  trial,  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  State.  These 
white  men,  in  order  to  torture  from  them  a  confession  of  guilt,  give  them  drugged 
whisky,  and  then  place  a  gun  to  their  breasts  and  tell  them  to  tell  all  about  it  or  they 
will  be  shot.  These  colored  men  are  told  that  they  shall  not  go  to  Raleigh  ifor  trial, 
nor  to  Pittsboro,  for  if  they  do  they  will  get  clear,  and  that  they  shall  have  their  trial 
in.  Chatham  County  of  a  night. 

her 
VICEY  +  BALDIN. 
mark. 
Sw'orn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  December,  1870. 

W.  WHITAKER,  J.  P. 


Cilia  Norris,  colored,  being  sworn  to  tell  the  truth  and  the  whole  truth,  says  she  is 
a  resident  of  Chatham  County ;  was  at  the  home  of  Wyatt  Prince  on  the  night  of  the 
attack  upon  said  Prince  by  the  Ku-Klux  ;  that  she  recognized,  and  is  certain  that  she 
is  well  acquainted  with,  some  of  the  said  Ku-Klux.  She  is  a  witness  against  them  and 
they  have  notified  her  that  she  must  leave  the  county  and  never  return,  and  if  she 
does,  they  will  kill  her ;  that  she  is  now  a  refugee  from  her  lawful  home,  and  cannot 
return.  She  cannot  state  positively  as  to  the  number  present  on  the  night  of  the 
assault ;  the  house  was  full,  and  the  yard  around  the  front  of  the  house  was  full. 
They  were  all  masked,  but  in  the  general  confusion  in  the  house  the  masks  of  some  of 
them  were  removed,  and  she  identified  them  as  well  as  recognized  their  voices. 

She  further  testifies  that  the  evidence  given  by  Wyatt  Prince  is  strictly  true  ;  that 
his  wounds,  though  flesh  wounds,  were  severe,  and  that  he  has  now  the  scars  on  his 
body. 

her 
CILLA  +  NORRIS. 
mark. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  mo  this  21st  day  of  December,  1870. 

W.  WHITAKER,  J.  P. 

State  of  North  Carolina,  Wale  Couniy  : 

I,  John  N.  Bunting,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  of  the  county  of  Wake,  certify  that 
W.  Whitaker  was,  at  the  time  of  taking  the  foregoing  depositions,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Wake,  and  as  such  his  ofiicial  acts  are  entitled  to  due  weight 
and  consideration. 

In  witness  whereof  I  hereunto  sign  my  name,  and  afiSx  the  official  seal  of  my  office, 
this  the  21st  day  of  December,  1870. 

[L.  8.]  .      J.  N.  BUNTING, 

Cleric  Superior  Court  of  Wake  County. 


Outrages  committed  by  persons  in  disguise  in  the  county  of  Alamance  since  tlie  1st  of  December, 

1868. 

Wyatt  Outlaw,  a  respectable  colored  man,  taken  from  his  house  in  the  town  of  Gra- 
ham, (in  presence  of  his  aged  mother  and  three  helpless  little  children,)  at  12  o'clock 
in  the  night,  by  a  party  of  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  persons  in  disguise,  and  by 
them  hung  by  the  neck  until  he  was  dead,  from  the  limb  of  an  elm  tree,  thirty  yards 
from  the  court-house  door  in  said  town,  where  he  was  allowed  to  hang  until  11  o'clock 
the  next  day.    No  oftense  was  alleged  against  him. 

William  Duryear,  a  half  simple  colored  man,  was  taken  from  his  family  in  the  night 
by  eight  or  ten  persons  in  disguise,  and  drowned  in  Wilson's  mill-pond ;  he  was  mur- 
dered because  he  saw  some  of  the  parties  who  hung  Outlaw  on  their  way  home,  and  it 
was  feared  that  this  would  lead  to  their  detection. 

An  infant  cMld  of  Joseph  Harvey  (colored)  was  knocked  from  the  arms  of  its  mother 
by  a  party  of  disguised  persons  who  went  to  Harvey's  house  for  the  purpose  of  whip- 
ping him  ;  the  child  died  shortly  afterward  from  the  etfects  of  the  fall, 

A  party  of  fifteen  or  twenty  disguised  persons  surrounded  the  house  of  Caswell  Holt, 
(colored,)  broke  down  the  door  aud  fired  into  the  house,  one  of  the  bullets  taking  effect 
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in  the  lung-  and  slionider  of  Holt,  from  which  he  was  confined  for  a  long  time,  and  his 
life  was,  for  awhile,  despaired  of. 

A  partj-  of  eighteen  visited  the  house  of  Squire  Alston  (colored)  in  the  night  for  the 
purpose  of  whipping  him ;  they  broke  down  the  door,  but  were  met  by  a  blow  from 
an  ax  in  the  hands  of  Alston's  wife,  taking  eft'ect  on  the  face  of  one  of  the  assailants, 
which  was  returned  by  a  shot,  inflicting  a  severe  wound  in  the  arm  of  the  woman. 

A  band  of  disguised  men,  several  in  number,  rode  up  to  the  house  of  William  Horni- 
day,  one  of  the  most  respectable  men  in  the  county,  and  fired  a  shot  through  the  house, 
which  came  near  killing  Mrs.  Horniday. 

Alonzo  B.  Corliss,  a  northern  man,  who  was  teaching  a  colored  school  at  Company 
Shops,  was  dragged  from  his  bed  by  twelve  or  fifteen  disguised  men,  aniid  the  shrieks 
and  cries  of  his  distressed  wife,  carried  a  little  distance  into  the  woods  and  severely 
whipped,  the  hair  and  whiskers  shaven  from  one  side  of  his  head  and  face,  his  head 
and  face  cut  and  disfigured  in  a  most  cruel  manner,  after  which  he  was  painted  black 
and  left  in  this  condition.  Mr.  Corliss  had  been  for  some  time  a  cripple  and  could  not 
walk  without  crutches. 

Caswell  Holt,  (colored,)  taken  from  his  ho.use  in  the  night,  was  whipped  until  the 
blood  was  streaming  from  his  back;  he  was  then  made  to  bend  down,  while  one  of  the 
parties  tortured  him  by  rubbing  a  rough  stick  nj)  and  down  his  back. 

Joseph  Harvey,  (colored,)  taken  by  fifteen  or  twenty  in  disguise,  carried  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  his  house,  dragged  over  fences,  rocks,  through  briars,  and  about 
one  huiulred  and  fifty  lashes  laid  upon  his  bare  back. 

John  Ringstafi",  a  white  boy  about  twenty  years  old,  taken  from  his  bed  in  presence 
of  his  mother  and  two  sisters,  and  dragged  to  the  woods  and  whipped. 

Leonard  Ri])py,  a  respectable  wliite  man,  taken  in  the  night  by  a  party  of  twelve 
or  fifteen  men  in  disguise,  and  badly  whipped. 

Linneus  White,  severely  whipped  by  eight  or  ten  in  disguise. 

William  Shofi'ner,  a  white  boy,  seventeen  years  old,  whipped. 

Nathan  Troliuger,  (colored,)  taken  from  his  house  by  men  in  disguise,  severely 
whipped)  and  afterwards  made  to  mutilate  his  own  private  parts  with  his  jiocket-knife. 

Sandy  Sellers,  (colored,)  house  surrounded,  door  broken  down,- and  himself  taken 
from  bed  by  disguised  men  and  whijiped,  and  his  back  flayed  with  a  stick. 

Jacob  Brannock,  (colored,)  taken  from  his  bed  on  two  occasions  and  badly  whipped. 

W^illiam  Simpson,  a  respectable  white  man,  taken  from  his  own  house  in  the  night, 
from  the  jn-esence  of  his  wife  and  little  children,  and  tied  to  a  tree,  stripped,  and  a 
most  unmerciful  scourging  adniiuistored  by  men  in  disguise.  Simpson  has  since  been 
forced  to  leave  the  county,  with  his  family,  for  protection. 

Sannu'l  Garrison,  (colored,)  badly  whipped. 

Anthony  Foster,  (white, )"aged  about  eighty  years,  taken  from  his  bed,  whipped  and 
kicked  until  life  was  nearly  extinct. 

William  Long,  (colored,)  dragged  from  his  bed  and  whipped. 

Hamilton  Brem,  (cjflorcd,)  dragged  from  his  bed  and  whipped. 

A  party  visited  the  house  of  Levi  Dicky,  (colored,)  for  the  purpose  of  whijiping  him, 
and  failing  to  find  him,  choked  his  wife  in  a  most  inhuman  numner. 

Alfred  White,  (colored,)  taken  from  his  house  and  whipped. 

John  Gerringer,  (white.)  taken  from  his  house  and  whipped. 

John  Morrow,  a  colored  school  teacher,  taken  in  the  night  and  severely  scourged. 

A  Mrs.  Foy  and  her  dai)ghter,  (white,)  thrown  out  of  her  house,  and  both  or  them 
badly  beaten  and  maltreated. 

Sally  Hall  and  her  two  daughters  tlirown  out  of  their  house  and  whipped,  and  one 
of  them  nnule  to  exhibit  her  person,  while  the  fiends  proceeded  to  inflict  blows  upon 
her  private  parts. 

John  Bason,  (white,)  taken  from  tlie  piazza  of  the  store  at  Hair  River  cotton  factory, 
while  on  guard  as  watchman,  and  badly  whipped;  he  was  informed  the  reason— that 
he  had  failed  to  go  to  the  election. 

Siddell,  (white,)  superintendent  of  Carolina  cotton  mills,  taken  from  his  bed 

and  badly  whipped. 

James  Long,  (colored,)  whipped,  and  forced  to  flee  the  country. 

Charles  Brannock,  (colored,)  whipped  severely. 

Hardy  Mulkins,  (colored,)  whipped  sevei-ely. 

George  Rippy,  (colored,)  whijjped,  and  forced  to  leave  the  country. 

John  Bass,  (colored,)  "potterized."  He  has  recovered,  and  is  now  living,  and  cau 
testify  to  the  fact. 

About  seventy-five  disguised  persons  rode  through  the  principal  streets  of  Graham 
in  the  night,  halted,  and  formed  in  front  of  the  dwelling  of  N.  A.  Badha»i,  esq.,  fright- 
ened his  family,  ami  threatened  and  insulted  him.  The  same  party  shot  at  per.sons  on 
the  stre«'ts,  auU  fired  through  the  dwelling-houses  of  Harry  Cain,  colored,  and  Eli  Out- 
law, colored. 

The  same  party  which  hung  Outlaw  went  to  the  house  of  Henry  Hall,  colored,  for 
*ho  purpose  of  hanging  him,  but  not  finding  him  at  home,  left  word  with.hiis  wife  j,hat 
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they  would  be  back  at  a  certain  time,  and  if  Henry  was  found  they  would  hang  bim. 
This  same  party  rode  by  the  residence  of  William  R.  Albright,  esq.,  disturbed  his  fam- 
ily, and  threatened  him. 

A  large  and  costly  building  at  Company  Shops,  belonging  to  Daniel  Worth,  and  used 
as  a  school-house,  was  burned  to  ashes. 

A  letter  was  thrown  into  the  jiiazza  of  H.  A.  Badham,  esq.,  notifying  him  and  P.  R 
Harden,  esq.,  that  unless  they  ceased  to  j)rosecute  Ku-Klnx  they  would  be  visited  with 
jjunishment.     Badham  is  a  lawyer,  and  Harden  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

Senator  F.  M.  Shotfner  was  forced  to  flee  the  country  for  safety,  because  he  intro- 
duced into  the  legislature  what  is  known  as  the  Shoffner  military  bill.  A  party  was 
actually  on  the  way  to  murder  him,  but  were  stopped  by  Dr.  Moore. 

A  coffin  was  made  and  iilaced  at  the  door  of  Joseph  McAdams,  a  highly  respectable 
citizen,  in  order  to  frighten  him  from  the  county,  because  he  was  obnoxious  to  some  of 
the  Ku-Klux. 

In  all  of  these  cases  of  whipping  the  programme  was  about  the  same :  From  eight  to 
twenty  persons. in  disguise  would  go  to  the  house  of  the  intended  victim  in  the  night, 
and  before  any  one  was  aware  of  their  presence  they  would  break  into  the  house,  drag 
out  tlie  party  to  be  punished.  In  the  mean  time  they  would  gag,  and  by  other  means 
stop  any  alarm  by  the  other  inmates. 

The  raids  were  generally  made  from  11  to  3  o'clock.  Only  one  person  was  allowed 
to  speak  on  a  raid,  and  this  was  either  a  stranger  in  the  neighborhood  or  one  who  could 
very  efl'ectually  change  his  voice.  Pickets  were  always  posted,  and  the  greatest  pre- 
caution taken  to  prevent  detection. 

Raleigh,  December  22, 1S70. 

The  within  statement  of  outrages  in  Alamance  County  was  furnished  by  leading  citi- 
zens of  that  county,  who,  for  prudential  reasons,  do  not  wish  their  names  used. 

J.  B.  NEATHERY, 

Private  Secretary. 

Official  copies : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

New  York  Citij,  January  9,  1871. 
General  :  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  20th  ultimo,  in  reference  to  the 
Senate  resolution  calling  for  information  relative  to  the  organization  of  disloyal  jjer- 
sons  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  I  transmit<herewith  reports  of  the  officers  who  have 
been  in  command  in  that  State  since  its  transfer  to  the  Department  which  I  command, 
together  with  copies  of  letters  received  from  the  governor  and  adjutant  general  of  the 
State,  bearing  on  the  subject,  and  of  the  -instructions'  given  by  me  from  time  to  time 
to  the  officers  in  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

iRviN  Mcdowell, 

Brevet  Major  General  Commanding  Department. 
Adjutant  Gener^vl  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

[Indorsement.! 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic, 

PMladeljjhia,  Pennsylvania,  January  12,  1871. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Telegram.] 

Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  June  22,  1870. 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  C.  McKeever, 

Assisstant  Adjutant  General,  Neio  York  City: 
The  United  States  marshal  calls  upon  me  for  military  aid  in  making  the  arrest  of 
parties  charged  with  violently  resisting  the  collection  of  the  United  States  revenue. 
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This  is  also  requested  by  the  United  States  district  judge.     It  is  important  that  action 
be  taken  to-day.    Please  instruct  me. 

R.  T.  FRANK, 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commanding. 


Headquarteks  Post  of  Raleigh, 

lialeUjh,  North  Carolina,  June2.i,  1870. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  circumstances  under 
■which  military  aid  was  rendered  necessary  for  the  enforcement  of  the  United  States 
laws,  by  the  United  States  marshal,  in  the  case  reported  to  you  yesterday  by  tele- 
graph. 

A  bench  warrant  was  issued  by  the  district  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  North  Carolina,  against  the  proprietor  or  manager  of  a  circus  and  his  company, 
upon  the  affidavit  of  the  collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the  sixh  district,  in  which  it 
was  alleged  that  a  conspiracy  was  made  by  said  company  to  i)revent  the  deputy  col- 
lector from  the  collection  of  the  United  States  revenue  tax. 

That  the  circus  company,  or  a  number  of  them,  attacked  the  deputy  collector  with 
drawn  pistols,  beat  and  maltreated  him,  and  took  by  force  of  arms  the  taxes  Avhich 
had  been  collected.  That  an  eftbrt  was  made  by  the  civil  authorities  to  arrest  the 
members  of  said  company,  but  failed  on  account  of  their  number  and  desperate  char- 
acter. This  company  being  on  the  move,  the  marshal  repesented  that  it  was  immpos- 
sible  to  get  a  sufficieut  party  at  any  place  to  appreheud  them,  and  that  they  were 
shortly  going  to  leave  the  State  for  Virginia,  where  they  have  advertised  to  show  in  a 
day  or  two.  Under  these  circumstances  it  appeared  to  me  advisable  to  order  a  military 
force  to  accompany  the  marshal  to  Ruerville,  North  Carolina,  where  they  were  adver- 
tised to  exhibit  their  show  to-day,  and  to  render  him  such  assistance  as  might  be 
found  necessary  in  making  these  arrests.  A  guard  of  one  commissioned  officer  and 
eleven  men  was  sent,  and  the  ofticer  in  command  was  instructed  not  to  interpose  his 
force  actively,  unless  circumstances  shoulil  render  it  necessary,  in  which  case  he  would 
take  the  most  effective  measures  for  the  accon)plishment  of  the  purpose,  bearing  in 
mind  the  official  responsil)ility  to  which  ho  is  held. 

In  my  opinion  the  men^  presence  of  the  troo])s  will  prevent  the  necessity  for  their 
Be,  though  the  company  have  the  rei)utati<m  of  being  a  party  of  desperadoes. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  FRANK, 
Captain  Eif/hth  Infantry,  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
Brevet  Brigadier  Gont-ral  Chauncv  McKeevek, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Department  of  the  East,  Xew  York  City 


[Telegram.] 

R.VLEiGii,  North  Carolixa,  July  G,  1870. 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  C.  McKeeveh, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Department  of  the  East: 
The  United  States  marshal  a.sks  for  a  military  force  to  aid  in  the  arrest  of  twelve 
men  for  whom  a  warrant  has  been  issued  by  the  United  States  commissioner.  The 
men  are  charged  with  violation  of  section  six  of  the  act  approved  May  thirty-first, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy.  The  marshal  thinks  it  impracticable  to  summon  an 
adequate  civil  posse,  and  expresses  the  belief  that  if  he  were  to,  it  would  result  in  a 
conflict  and  loss  of  life. 

R.  T.  FRANK, 
Captain  Eighth  Infantry,  Commanding. 


[Telegraai.] 

Raleigh,  Nouth  Carolina,  July  15,  1870. 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  C.  McReever, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Department  of  the  East: 
The  United  States  marshal  applies  for  a  military  force  to  aid  in  tho  arrest  of  ten 
men  charged  with  violating  section  six  act  approved  May  31,  1870,  for  whom  he  has 
warriat  from  the  United  States  commissioner. 

R.  T.  FRANK, 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commanding. 
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Headqi^vrters  Post  of  Raleigh, 

lUdcigh,  Xofth  Carolina,  July  19,  1870. 

General:  Referring  to  my  telegram  of  the  15th  iustaut,  I  would  respectfully  state 
that  the  circumstances  iu  this  were  similar  to  those  in  the  jirevious  case;  for  that 
reason  the  particulars  were  not  given  iu  my  telegram,  but  will  be  iu  future. 

The  case  was  one  where  a  band  of  thirty  or  forty  meu  visited  the  house  of  a  white 
man  who  was  known  to  be  in  his  political  sentiments  a  republican.  They  took  him 
from  home,  and  after  Adsiting  the  house  of  two  other  meu,  understood  to  be  of  the  same 
political  sentiments  as  the  first,  whom,  however,  they  did  not  find  at  home,  they  tied 
him  to  a  tree  and  beat  him  with  sticks  most  inhumanly,  as  it  is  alleged,  and  telling 
him  if  he  did  not  leave  within  ten  days  they  would  kill  him,  they  left  him  unable  to 
walk  and  in  a  precarious  condition.  The  others  whom  they  had  threatened  iled  to  this 
place  and  dare  not  return.  Ten  of  this  band  were  recognized  by  the  party  whom  they 
assaulted,  and  warrants  for  their  arrest  issued  by  the  commissioner. 

The  marshal  at  once  apjilied  for  a  military  force,  as  he  had  done  in  the  previous  case, 
without  making  any  effort  on  his  own  part  to  make  the  arrests.  I  explained  to  him 
that  an  effort  to  execute  the  laws  by  the  civil  authorities  should  be  made,  as  otherwise 
the  necessity  for  a  military  force  was  not  apparent.  He  said  it  was  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  get  a  posse  large  enough  to  arrest  so  many  under  less  difficult  circum- 
stances ;  that  in  these  cases  they  were  banded  together,  and  would  oppose  the  arrest  of 
any  of  the  number  by  the  civil  authorities ;  that  threats  of  resistance  had  been  made, 
and  many  of  the  men  were  desperate  and  lawless  characters.  It  was  impossible  for  me 
to  say,  with  the  knowledge  I  then  had,  whether  these  apprehensions  were  well  founded 
or  not,  but  I  felt  assured  that  the  presence  of  a  military  force  would  i^revent  a  breach 
of  the  peace ;  beside,  the  marshal  suggested  that  were  the  attempt  to  be  made  by  him 
and  fail,  the  parties  could  not  be  found  afterward  when  sought  for  with  a  military  force. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  thought  the  presence  of  troops  would  j^revent  the  ne- 
cessity for  their  use,  and  therefore  telegraphed,  although  it  did  not  appear  to  me  imper- 
atively necessary,  nor  that  the  civil  authorities  had  exhausted  all  other  measures. 

Most  of  the  cases  arising  under  the  6th  section  of  act  appi-oved  May  31,  1870,  are 
Ku-Klux  outrages,  and  are  similar  in  character  and  surrounding  circumstances  to  the 
one  here  warranted.  I  have  given  it  therefore  in  detail,  as  well  as  the  obstacles,  so  far 
as  they  now  appear,  to  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  by  the  civil  authorities  in  such 
cases. 

The  marshal  was  informed  to-day  that  in  this,  as  in  every  future  application  for 
troops  to  aid  in  the  enforcement  of  the  civil  laws,  the  necessity  must  be  presented,  as 
indicated  in  your  dispatch. 

There  is  now  a  force  of  militia  operating  in  several  parts  of  the  State,  and  have  made 
the  arrest  of  many  leading  men  charged  with  the  Ku-Klux  outrages. 

Whatever  other  effect  this  force  may  have,  it  is  my  opinion  it  will  put  an  end  to 
scenes  of  that  cliaracter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  FRANK, 
Captain  Eighth  Infantnj,  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commanding. 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  C.  IMcKeevkp., 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Department  of  the  Ea.st,  New  York  City. 

A  true  copy : 

C.  McKEEVER, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Post  of  Raleigh, 

lialeigh,  North  Carolina,  July  21,  1870. 

General:  I  deem  it  proper  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  department  comman- 
der, that  the  aspect  of  affairs  iu  this  State  is  just  now  rather  threatening.  A  large 
number  of  prominent  men  men  have  been  arrested  by  the  militia  and  are  now  lield  in 
military  custody.  Writs  of  habeas  corpus  have  been  issued  in  these  cases,  which  the 
officers  in  command  haA'e  refused  to  comply  with,  by  order  of  the  governor.  The  cases 
have  been  argued  for  the  last  few  days  before  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  at  this 
place.  The  arguments  were  concluded  to-day,  and  the  court  will  render  its  decision 
to-mori'ow  or  next  day.  Should  the  decision  be  favorable  to  the  action  taken  by  the 
governor,  (though  it  is  thought  by  many  that  it  will  lead  to  a  conflict,)  it  is  not  likely 
to  be  of  so  serious  a  character  or[of  very  great  extent,  if,  indeed,  it  leads  to  a  conflict  at 
all.  If,  however,  the  decision  should  be  adverse  to  the  course  pursued  by  the  governor, 
it  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  change  his  purpose  or  lead  him  to  modify  his  action  in  the 
l^remises.  In  tlie  effort,  therefore,  to  release  them,  which  would  in  all  probability  be 
made,  judging  from  the  tone  of  the  people,  a  serious  conflict  is  likely  to  be  the  result. 

These  are  my  own  impressions,  based  upon  observation  and  information  gained  from 
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reliable  sources,  and  I  thougLt  it  i)roi)er  to  commuuicate  tliem  to  the  deiiartmeut 
commander. 

It  is  possible  that,  whatever  the  decision  may  he,  matters  will  settle  down  without 
serious  results,  hut  there  is  certainly  good  reason  for  grave  apprehensions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-^^ant, 

R.  T.  FRANK, 
Captain  Eighth  Infantry  Comvianding. 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  C.  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Department  of  the  East,  Xcu'  York  City. 

A  true  copy :  ^ 

C.  McKEEVER, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquaetees  Post  of  Raleigh, 

Ealeigh,  North  Carolina,  July  22,  1S70. 
Genebal:  As  I  yesterday  communicated  my  opinion  of  aftaiis  in  this  State,  I  would 
again  state  that  since  then  matters  remain  unchanged.  The  court  will  deliver  its 
opinion  to-monow  ;  and  it  appears  to  he  pretty  generally  conceded  that  in  its  main 
points  it  will  sustain  the  action  of  the  governor.  As  I  stated  in  my  letter  yesterday, 
I  do  not  therefore  think  any  serious  consequences  will  immediately  follow.  The  gov- 
ernor, however,  be  lieves  that  in  the  progress  of  events  an  effort  will  he  made  to  get 
possession  of  tlie  p  risoners  now  in  custody,  or  which  may  hereafter  he  arrested,  and  in 
that  event  he  thinks  an  attempt  would  tirst  he  made  to  get  possession  of  the  State 
armory. 

Though  not  fully  concuning  in  these  apprehensions,  I  would  suggest,  if  it  he  intended 
to  use  the  United  States  troops  in  aid  of  the  State  authorities  in  such  a  contingency, 
that  a  detachment  from  the  company  at  Fort  Johnson  be  sent  to  this  post  to  serve  the 
two  light  12-i)ounders  which  I  have.  If  the  department  commander  thinks  favorably 
of  this  suggestion,  I  inclose  herewith  a  requisition  for  the  necessary  amunniition,  for 
his  approval. 

Very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  FRANK, 
Captain  Eighth  Infantry  Commanding. 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  C.McKEE\a:K, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  of  the  East,  Xeiv  York  City. 

A  true  copy  : 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


[Telegram. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  C.  McKeever,  Assistant  Adjutant  General  : 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  July  25,  1870. 
From  information  received  by  the  governor,  preparations  are  being  nia«le  to  attack 
Colonel  Kirk's  command  and  release  the  prisoners  at  Yanceyville.    AVliat  orders  have 
you  for  United  States  troops  ? 

R.   T.  FRANK, 
Captain  Eirjhth  InJ'antry. 
A  true  copy : 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Tost  of  Raleigh, 

Eahigh,  X.  C,  July  26,  1870. 
Gener.vl:  Referring  to  my  telegram  of  yesterday,  relative  to  the  threatened  attack 
upon  Colonel  Kirk's  command,  I  would  respectfully  state  that  I  hnve  from  time  to  time 
expressed  my  opinion  upon  the  aspect  of  atl'airs  in  this  State  by  mail,  in  order  that  the 
commanding  general  might  properly  appreciate  any  matter  comnninicated  to  him  by 
telegraph,  as  it  is  often  very  ditficnlt  for  me  to  form  a  correct  judgment  upon  matters 
transpiring  at  remote  points,  when  the  information  received  is  from  persons  not  well 
known  to  nie,  and  of  whose  credibility  I  am  not  well  informed.  I  have  been  fearful  of 
misleading  the  comnuxndiug  general  by  expressing  my  own  opinion,  especially  when 
that  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  governor  aud  other  persons  in  high 
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positions,  who  ought  to  be  better  informed  and  able  to  appreciate  the  merits  of  the 
case.  « 

The  information  rehitive  to  Kirk's  situation  was  a  report  from  Kirk  himself  and  the 
personal  representations  of  his  lieutenant  colonel,  who  was  an  eye-witness  to  the 
preparations  going  on.  He,  as  well  as  Kirk,  regarded  a  coniliet  imminent — in  fact,  the 
lieutenant  colonel  had  no  doubt  but  that  one  had  taken  place  on  Sunday  or  ^Monday. 
The  governor  did  not  doubt  but  that  such  was  the  case,  and  said  that  he' had  informa- 
tion from  other  sources  going  to  show  that  preparations  were  being  made  for  such  an 
event.  lu  the  face  of  so  much  intelligence,  I  could  not  doubt  but  that  Kirk  was  in 
danger,  though  from  my  knowledge  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina  they  have  had 
fighting  enougli,  and  although  there  are  many  bad  men  among  them,  who  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  perpetrate  the  most  horrid  crimes  under  the  cover  of  midnight  and  the  secrecy 
which  surrounds  the  Ku-Khix  Klan. 

I  have  uo  idea  that  a  force  of  any  considerable  strength  could  be  organized  to 
engage  in  a  conflict  with  the  United  States  forces,  or  even  the  State  militia. 

The  feeling  generally  ]3revails  that  they  were  once  led  into  a  war  by  designing  men, 
but  that  they  Avill  not  be  again  under  any  circumstances.  I  do  not,  therefore,  believe 
any  organized  resistance  likely  to  occur,  unless  it  comes  from  a  few  young  and  igno- 
rant men,  who,  under  the  name  of  Ku-Klux  Klan,  have  committed  such  diabolical 
outrages. 

The  condition  of  civil  affairs  in  many  counties  is  certainly  very  bad.  I  inclose  here- 
with the  reply  of  the  governor  to  the  chief  justice  of  North  Carolina,  and  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  civil  law  to  protect  life  and  projierty,  my  own  obser- 
vation confirms  it. 

I  was  in  error  as  to  the  number  of  prisoners  held  by  Kirk.  I  believe  he  has  fifty  or 
upward.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  governor  to  organize  a  military  court  or  commis- 
sion at  an  early  day  for  their  trial.  This  will  take  place  at  Yanceyville,  where  the 
prisoners  are  now  held  in  military  custody  by  Kirk.  Kirk  has  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  I  think. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  FRANK, 
Captain  Eighth  Infantry,  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  C.  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Department  of  the  East,  New  York. 

A  true  copy : 

C.  McKEEVER, 

Assistant  Adjufeuit  General. 


Headquarters  Post  of  Raleigh, 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  Octoher  2,  1870. 

Major  :  Pursuant  to  telegrai»liic  instructions  of  the  1st  instant  from  department 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  succinct  report  of  what  trans- 
pired, and  my  action  in  relation  thereto,  in  connection  with  civil  affairs  at  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  and  its  vicinity,  i)revious  to  Colonel  Hunt's  assuming  command  of  the 
district. 

May  13,  Company  G,  Eighth  Infantry  was  ordered  to  take  post  temporarily  at  Graham, 
Aldlmance  County,  in  consequence  of  the  disturbed  condition  of  aflairs  in  that  section 
and  the  numerous  outrages  upon  life,  persons,  and  property,  the  county  having  been 
declared  in  a  state  of  insurrection  in  March  previous. 

June  7,  Lieutenant  C.  F.  Lashe,  Eighth  Infantry,  was  ordered,  in  conformity  with 
instructions  from  department  headquarters,  to  Madison  County,  to  make  investigation 
and  rejiort  upon  certain  i)ension  claims. 

June  23,  Lieutenant  P.  H.  Ray,  Eighth  Infantry,  with  a  guard  of  ten  enlisted  men, 
was,  upon  the  application  of  the  United  States  marshal,  and  by  authority  of  the  depart- 
ment commander,  ordered  to  Rockingham  County,  to  aid  the  United  States  marshal  in 
making  the  arrest  of  a  party  of  showmen  for  whom  bench  wari'ants  had  been  issued  by 
the  United  States  district  judge.  They  were  charged  with  having  conspired  to  prevent 
the  United  States  deputy  collector  from  collecting  the  revenue  tax ;  with  having 
attacked  him  with  drawn  iiistols,  beaten  and  maltreated  him,  and  by  force  of  arms 
taken  from  him  the  revenue  tax  already  collected.  Efforts  had  been  made  by  the  civil 
authorities  to  make  these  arrests,  but  without  success,  in  consequence  of  their  large 
number  and  desperate  character.  Lieutenant  Ray  failed  to  accomplish  theu'  arrest, 
they  having  made  their  escape  into  tlie  State  of  Virginia  before  his  arrival. 

July  5,  Battery  L,  Fourth  Ai'tillery,  (Captain  King,)  was  ordered  to  Roxboro,  Person 
County. 

July  7,  Battery  D  Fourth  Artillery,  (Cai)tain  Rodney,)  was  ordered  to  Yanceyville, 
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Caswell  County.     Some  time  during  the  month  of  July  (the  precise  date  is  not  now 
before  nie)  the  county  of  Caswell  was  declared  in  a  state  of  insurrectign. 

July  8,  Lieutenant  Powell,  with  a  guard  of  ten  men,  was  ordered  to  proceed  with  the 
United  States  marshal  to  the  county  of  Chatham,  or  to  such  other  places  as  might  be 
found  necessary,  to  aid  the  latter  in  making  the  arrest  of  a  party  of  twelve  men,  charged 
with  a  violation  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  May  31,  1870.  The  particular  act 
charged  against  them  was  that  they  banded  together  and  went  upon  the  highways  .and 
elsewhere  in  disguise  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating  voters,  and  in  the  execution  of 
this  jjurpose  did  assault  and  fii'e  upon  the  person  of  a  freedman,  wounding  him  with 
five  bullets,  leaving  his  life  in  a  precarious  condition. 

Nine  of  the  alleged  criminals,  or  Ku-Klux.  were  arrested,  brought  to  Raleigh,  and, 
after  an  examination  before  the  United  States  commissioner,  four  of  them  were  either 
bound  over  or  committed  to  answer  for  their  crime  at  the  next  term  of  court. 

Other  applications  were  made  by  the  United  States  marshal  for  military  aid  in  mat- 
ing arrests  in  cases  similar  to  the  above,  but  he  not  being  able  to  present  the  evidence 
of  his  inability  to  execute  his  processes  in  his  hands  by  the  ordinary  means,  it  was  not 
furnished  him.  I  would  here  add  that  the  obstacle  or  opposition  with  which  he  had 
to  contend  being  of  the  nature  of  a  secret  band  of  assassins,  commonly  known  as  the 
Ku-Klux  Klau,  whoso  purpose  was  to  prevent  the  enforcement  of  the  law  in  all  these 
cases,  it  was  not  always  practicable  for  him  to  present  evidence  of  the  difficulties  with 
which  ho  had  to  contencl  in  any  particular  case. 

Of  the  existence  and  purjjose  of  this  organization  there  cannot  be  a  reasonable  doubt, 
nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  this  organization  had  the  countenance  if  not  the  active  sup- 
port and  cooperation  of  many  of  Ihe  leading  citizens  of  the  State. 

Its  operations  were  mainly  directed  against  the  local  authorities  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  were  clandestine  in  their  character  ;  therefore  there  ha.s  never  been,  in  my 
opinion,  much  ground  for  apprehending  an  open  opposition  to  Federal  authority, 
especially  to  the  United  States  forces.  The  act  of  Congress  upon  the  subject,  by  which 
they  may  be  arrested  by  Federal  authorities  and  tried  by  Federal  tribunals,  is  new, 
and  was  entirely  unknown  to  them  until  they  felt  its  effects  in  the  instance  above 
mentioned. 

During  the  month  of  July  a  considerable  force  of  State  militia  was  organized  by  the 
governor,  and  scut  to  take  military  possession  of  the  counties  of  Alamance  and  Cas- 
well, both  in  insurrection.  A  large  number  of  arrests  were  made,  among  them  m.iny 
prominent  citizens.  Wliatever  else  may  have  been  its  effects,  this  for  the  time  effect- 
ually put  a  stop  to  Ku-Klux  outrages.  Consternation,  fear,  and  alarm  everywhere 
l^revailed  among  them,  and  many  tied  the  State. 

Frequent  inquiries  were  madr  of  me,  and  of  the  officers  of  my  command  stationed 
elsewhere,  a.s  to  the  pr<>bal)le  action  of  the  United  States  troops,  and  of  the  purpose  of 
sending  them  here.  I  refrained  as  much  as  jtossihle  from  any  discussion  of  the  subject, 
upon  which  the  public  min<l  wa.s  so  much  excited,  and  enjoined  the  same  upon  others 
of  my  connnand.  In  answer  to  the  iucpiiries,  they  were  informed  that  the  probable 
jiurpose  Avas  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  State  autliorities  in  snppressnig  disorders 
ami  maintaining  law  in  the  event  of  their  services  being  required.  Such  was  my  un- 
derstanding of  my  duties. 

The  services  of  the  United  States  troops,  except  in  the  instances  above  mentioned, 
were  at  no  time  called  for  or  needed,  though  I  believe  their  presence  did  much  to  allay 
oxcitement  and  inspire  confidence  and  a  sense  of  security.  Some  apprehension  was  felt 
at  one  time  by  the  commander  of  the  State  troops  at  Yancey  ville  that  an  attack  would 
be  made  upon  him,  but  his  apprehensions  proved  groundless.  The  governor  also  ex- 
])re88ed  some  fear  tliat  an  outbreak  might  occur  at  Kaleigli,  in  which  case  he  feared 
that  possession  would  be  taken  of  tlie  State  armory.  This  caused  me  to  ask  the  depart- 
ment commander  to  order  a  detachment  of  artillery  here,  large  enough  to  serve  two 
guns  which  I  have  at  this  post,  in  the  event  of  it  becoming  necessary  to  use  them, 
which,  however,  I  did  not  much  anticipate.  Shortly  after  this  six  more  companies  of 
artillery  were  ordered  to  the  post. 

July  28,  Battery  H  Fourth  Artillery,  Captain  Smith,  was,  upon  the  request  of  the 
governor,  ordered  to  Ruffin,  Rockingham  County. 

August  2,  Colonel  Hunt  assumed  command  of  the  District  of  North  Carolina. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  FRANK, 
Captain  Eighth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 

Major  C.  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  of  the  East,  Xew  York  City. 

A  true  copy : 

C.  McKEEVER, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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Headquarters  Fort  Macox,  North  Carolixa. 

December  28,  1870. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  a  resohition  of  the 
Senate,  requesting  from  the  President  information  rehitive  to  organized  bodies  of  dis- 
loyal and  evil  dis^josed  persons  in  this  State,  with  instructions  to  make  a  full  report  on 
the  matter  referred  to. 

Since  I  have  been  in  command  of  this  post  this  portion  of  the  State  has  been  very 
quiet  and  tmdisturbed,  nor  can  I  learn  that  there  are  any  organizations  of  the  kind 
refeiTed  to  in  this  vicinity.  I  have  heard  of  disorders  in  the  interior  of  the  State 
through  the  public  press  and  through  officers  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  such  disor- 
ders. As  these  officers  have  no  doubt  been  called  on  for  i-eports,  the  desired  information 
will  doubtless  be  obtained  from  them,  rendering  any  report  from  lue,  which  Avould 
necessarily  be  second-hand,  being  based  chiefly  upon  information  derived  from  them  in 
casual  and  desultory  coversations,  unnecessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vexy  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  STEWART, 
Major  Fourth  Artillery,  Cotnmanding. 
Major  C.  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Headquarters  Department  of  the  East. 


Headquarters  Post  of  Lt^mbertox, 

Lnmherton,  North  Carolina,  Dccemhcr  30,  1870. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  indorsement  dated  Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 
New  York,  December  24,  1870,  on  resolution  of  the  United  States  Senate  of  the  16th  of 
December,  1870,  requesting  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  com- 
municate all  information  he  may  possess  as  to  disturbances  in  the  State  of  North  Car- 
olina, I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Robeson  County  : 

The  cause  of  the  trouble  in  this  county  is  in  no  way  political.  A  band  of  outlaws, 
six  in  number,  have  been  for  the  period  of  four  years  liiding  in  the  numerous  swamps 
that  traverse  this  county  in  every  direction,  and  robbing  and  murdering  the  citizens. 
They  have  conuuitted  since  the  spring  of  1868  four  murders  in  this  county,  and  about 
as  many  more  in  the  adjacent  counties.  These  miudei's  were  committed  partly  to 
obtain  plunder  and  partly  because  tlio  men  murdered  tried  to  have  these  outlaws 
caught  and  brought  to  justice.  Robbery  has  been  frequent  here  for  years  back,  but 
not  until  after  the  close  of  the  rebellion  was  any  band  formed  for  that  purpose.  Every 
one  of  this  band  have  indictments  against  them  for  murder.  The  civil  authority  is 
l)Owerless  to  do  anything  toward  their  capture.  They  are  nnilattoes,  and  have  almost 
as  many  friends  as  enemies.  They  have  friends  partly  from  fear  of  them,  and  friends 
who  are  suspected  of  helping  them  in  their  acts.  The  part^  of  this  county  they  mostly 
frequent  is  a  settlement  of  about  twenty-five  square  miles,  called  Scuflleton,  which  is 
mostly  inhabited  by  mulattoes,  who  always  give  these  outlaws  information  of  any 
expedition  against  them,  and  resist  the  civil  law  themselves.  Taxes  cannot  be  col- 
lected from  nor  warrants  served  on  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  settlement.  SheriiTs 
posses  have  been  resisted  successfully,  and  most  of  the  citizens  of  this  and  other  coun- 
ties are  afraid  to  travel  through  the  settlement  alone,  even  in  daylight.  The  citizens 
are  afraid  to  take  any  measures  to  capture  these  outlaws,  for  fear  of  being  murdered, 
as  several  of  their  number  have  been  before.  They  are  even  afraid  to  tell  they  have 
been  robbed.  Tliese  outlaws  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  civil  authorities,  and  some 
of  them  tried  and  sentenced,  but  have  made  their  escape  with  seeming  ease.  The 
leader,  about  two  years  ago,  gave  himself  up,  remained  in  the  jail  of  this  town  (Lnm- 
herton) about  one  week,  and  then  overpowered  the  keeper  when  he  brought  supper, 
and  walked  down  the  main  street  of  the  town  without  being  molested.  A  great  many 
of  the  citizens  have  left  the  county,  and  more  are  preparing  to  leave. 

I  most  respectfully  recommend  that  some  measures  be  taken  to  give  security  to  the 
lives  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  this  county,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  can  only  be 
done  by  the  military,  whX)  must  have  the  power  and  force  sufficient  to  hunt  and  kill 
these  men. 

In  regard  to  outrages  committed  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  I  know  very  little. 
While  at  Raleigh,  Wake  County,  I  was  a  subordinate  officer,  and  only  temporarily  sta- 
tioned there,  and  was  not  ordered  to  Graham,  Alamance  County,  until  quiet  had  lyeQ 
restored. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfullj',  your  obedient  servant, 

EVAN  THOM.|g^ 
Captain  Fourth  Artillery,  Command,  I  'post. 

Major  Ciiauxcey  McKeever,  at  a"'- 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  of  tlie  East,  New  For/n^j^w  jv.  T. 
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Headquarters  Post  of  Raleigh, 

Ealeifjh,  Xorili  Carolina,  December  30,  1870. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  dated  December  16, 
1670,  calling  npon  the  President  to  communicate  to  that  body  "  all  information  that  he 
may  possess  relative  to  organized  bodies  of  evil-disposed  persons  in  the  State  of  North 
CaroUua,"  &c.,  and  your  indorsement  of  the  24th  instant,  calling  upon  me  for  a  full 
report  on  the  same,  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  state  that,  except  through  the 
newspaper  press,  common  rimior,  and  published  official  documents  emanating  from  the 
civil  authorities,  nothing  pertinent  to  the  subject  of  inquiry  has  come  to  my  knowledge. 

Soon  after  the  result  of  the  August  election  became  known,  there  arose  a  popular 
sentiment  in  favor  of  impeaching  the  governor  for  his  action  in  suspending  the  privi- 
lege of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  certain  counties  declared  by  him  iu  insurrection  ; 
calling  out  militia  and  causing  the  arrest  and  confinement  by  them  of  prominent  citi- 
zens "  without  due  ^irocess  of  law,"  and  alleged  misappropriation  of  public  funds  iii 
the  payment  of  troops  illegally  constituted. 

The  procediugs  in  the  habeas  corpus  cases  on  the  petitions  of  certain  citizens  of  Ala- 
mance and  Caswell  Counties,  so  arrested,  before  the  United  States  district  .judge  for  the 
district  of  North  Carolina,  had  the  effect  of  rendering  impeachment  almost  a  foregone 
conclusion. 

The  governor,  appreciating  the  position  in  which  he  was  placed,  iu  submitting  his 
third  annual  message  to  the  legislature  upon  its  assembling  in  November  last,  attached 
thereto  copies  of  all  documents  tending  to  explain  or  justify  his  course.  To  this  I 
would  respectfully  refer  the  department  commander  for  particulars  bearing  directly 
upon  the  subject  under  consideration. 

But  one  application  for  military  aid  has  been  made  by  the  civil  authorities  since  I 
succeeded  Captain  Fraidc  in  the  command  of  the  post  of  Raleigh,  and  this,  it  was  un- 
derstood, was  caused  by  tlie  depredations  of  a  band  of  outlaws  in  Robeson  County, 
■whose  actions  had  no  political  signilicance  whatever. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  G.  SMITH, 
Ca2)tain  Fourth  Ariilkry,  Commanding. 

Assistant  Adjutant  Gexerai., 

Headquarters  De^yartnicnt  of  the  East,  Xew  York  City. 


Headquarters  Post  Fort  Joiixston,  North  Carolina, 

December  31,  1870. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  is  no  organized  body  of  disloyal  or  evil 
disposed  men  in  this  immediate  section  of  the  State.     In  this  county  (Brunswick)  and 
New  Hanover,  (in  which  is  the  city  of  AVilmington,)  the  people,  so  far  as  I  kuow  or 
can  learn,  are  good,  peaceable,  law-abiding  citizens. 

No  murder  has  been  committed  in  this  vicinity  since  I  came  here,  ten  months  ago; 
and  .so  far  as  I  can  learn,  none  for  years.  I  have  learned  that  in  Robeson  County, 
(some  s(nenty  or  eighty  miles  from  here,)  there  is  a  band  of  marauders  and  outlaws. 
1  do  not  know  what  outrages  they  may  have  committed  ;  my  impression  is  tljat  it  is 
not  a  political  orgauizatiou,  as  it  is  'universally  condemned  by  citizens  here  of  aU 
parties. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  other  organized  body  of  evil  disposed  citizens  in  this  State. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MENDENHALL, 
Captain  Fourth  Artillery,  Comvianding  Post. 
Major  CiiAUNCEY  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Headquarters  Department  of  the  East,  Xew  York  City. 

i 


Headquarters  Fort  Adams,  Rhode  Island, 

January  2,  1871. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  December  24  ultimo, 
l^-5nniring  a  "  full  report"'  on  the  matters  referred  to  iu  the  Senate  resolution  of  Dccem- 
ber  Tt\I  l^'^'-  which  requests  the  President  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  informa- 
tion iiA  lii'^^  piisscssion  relative  to  "organized  bodies  of  disloyal  and  evil  disposed  per- 
sons" in)  tlic  folate  of  North  Carolina,  which  have  in  view  or  threaten,  first,  resistance 
to  the/  -ution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  or,  second,  denial  to  the  citizens 
of  the  cj^.  '1  States  of  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws,  and  the  free  enjoyment  of  the 
rin'hts  aud  Iil  '>erties  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution;  and  also,  third,  what  murders 
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and  outrages  for  jjolitical  purposes  have  been  committed  by  such  organizatious  of  dis- 
loyal persons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  first,  that  having  been  assigned  July  27, 1870,  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  District  of  North  Carolina,  I  arrived  in  Raleigh  August  1,  a  few  days  before 
the  State  election  took  place. 

I  found  political  feeling  rnnniug  very  high,  and  great  excitement  existed,  growing 
out  of  the  proclamatiou  of  the  governor,  declaring  certain  counties  in  a  state  of  insur- 
rection ;  the  arrest  and  confinement  of  many  of  the  citizens  by  the  State  troops ;  the 
refusal  of  the  State  authorities  to  obey  the  writs  of  habeas  corpus  issued  by  the  chief 
justice  of  the  State  in  their  behalf,  and  the  failure  of  the  latter  to  enforce  his  writs, 
because  it  would  lead,  as  was  alleged,  to  civil  war. 

The  excitement  Avas  intensified  by  the  asserted  intention  to  try  the  prisoners  by  mili- 
tary courts,  composed  of  ofiicers  of  the  State  troops,  (one  regiment  of  whites,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Kirk,  serving  mostly  in  the  insurrectionary  district,  and  one  of 
colored  troops,  Colonel  Clarke,  headquarters  at  Raleigh.)  There  was  much  apprehen- 
sion that  such  trials,  if  had,  would  lead  to  military  executions.  A  copy  of  my  report 
on  the  subject,  marked  A,  is  appended. 

The  prisoners  held  by  Colonel  Kirk,  or  under  his  orders,  claimed  that  they  Avere 
depi'ived  of  their  rights  and  liberties  as  United  States  citizens,  and  applied  to"  Judge 
Brooks,  of  the  United  States  district  court,  for  writs  of  habeas  corjuis,  which  were 
granted,  and  all,  or  nearly  all  of  those  brought  before  him,  discharged  from  custody. 

Soon  after,  the  United  States  marshal  in  Raleigh,  Mr.  Carrow,  made  application  to 
Captain  Frank,  Eighth  Infantry,  commanding  the  po.st,  for  military  aid  in  serving  pro- 
cess issued  by  Chief  Justice  Chase,  Unite<l  States  Supreme  Court,  against  Kirk  ;  two 
or  three  urgent  applications  were  made  in  rapid  succession,  the  marshal  stating  that 
Kirk  was  surrounded  by  armed  men,  from  whom  he  apprehended  resistance ;  that  he 
had  no  armed  force,  nor  could  he  procure  one  capable  of  overpowering  the  force  at 
Colonel  Kirk's  command,  and  that  it  would  be  useless  for  him  to  attempt  to  serve  his 
process  without  the  aid  of  United  States  troops. 

I  was  with  Captain  Frank  when  these  ai)plications  were  received,  and  went  with 
him  at  once  to  see  the  marshal,  who  stated  that  he  had  a  number  of  writs  against 
Kirk,  who  evaded  him,  and  that  force  would  be  required  to  insure  their  service. 

I  then  suggested  to  Mr.  Carrow  that  he  should  see  the  governor,  who  could  suspend 
Kirk  from  his  functions,  and,  if  necessary,  direct  the  next  in  command  to  arrest  and 
turn  him  over ;  that  if  this  application  failed,  or  Kirk  should  attempt  to  resist  him,  to 
call  upon  me. 

I  heard  no  more  on  the  subject,  nor  do  I  believe,  although  I  had  many  complaints  of 
their  lawless  violence  toward  citizens,  and  even  toward  United  States  soldiers,  and  had 
application  for  protection  against  them,  that  the  State  troops  intended  or  would  have 
ventured  to  offer  any  resistance  to  the  United  States  authority,  civil  or  military,  nor 
do  I  believe  that,  in  this  sense,  there  were  any  organized  bodies  of  disloyal  and  evil-dis- 
posed persons  in  the  State. 

II.  As  to  the  denial  of  the  equal  rights  and  lilierties  secured  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Constitution,  I  know  of  none  other  than  those  already  stated,  except  so 
far  as  the  ill  treatment  of  colored  i>eople  was  alleged. 

As  soon  as  the  result  of  the  election  became  known  fears  were  expressed  by  colored 
people  that  they  would  be  deprived  of  their  rights,  and  perhaps  reduced  to  slavery ; 
but  this  fear  soon  i)assed  away.  About  the  8th  or  10th  of  Seiitember  I  was  called  upon 
by  several  colored  persons,  two  of  whom  represented  themselves  to  be  deputed  by  the 
colored  people  of  Newbeny,  South  Carolina,  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  then  being 
made  in  the  political  campaign  iu  that  State  as  to  the  ill  treatment  of  the  colored 
people  in  North  Carolina  since  the  August  election  were  true.  They  said  that  these 
statements  were  creating  great  alarm  in  South  Carolina,  so  much  that  it  was  consid- 
ered necessary  by  the  colored  people  to  send  a  delegation  of  both  parties  to  ascertain 
the  facts.  I  told  them  I  would  answer  such  questions  on  the  subject  as  they  might 
address  to  me.  Copies  of  their  h;tter,  marked  B,  and  of  my  answer,  marked  C,  are 
appended.  Copies  of  other  official  papers  relating  to  the  subjects  embraced  iu  this 
report  are  also  appended,  marked  D,  E,  F. 

III.  As  to  "  nmrders  and  outrages  committed  by  disloyal  organizations  for  political 
pui'poses,"  I  suppose  that  those  alleged  to  have  been  committed  bj-  the  so-called  Ku- 
Klux  are  referred  to.  I  heard  of  none  such  as  happening  while  I  was  in  the  State,  to 
which  any  importance  could  be  attached.  Of  those  which  occurred  previously  to  my 
assuming  comuuxnd,  that  which  created  the  most  excitement  was  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Stephens,  a  State  senator,  some  time  in  May,  I  think.  This  was  looked  upon  by  the 
members  of  his  iJarty  as  undoubtedly  a  jjolitical  nmrder,  perpetrated  by  the  Ku-Klux. 

The  party  charged  with  this  murder  was  arrested  by  Colonel  Kirk,  brought  before 
the  State  judges  on  a  bench  warrant,  and  bound  over  to  a^ipear  when  required.  As 
the  chief  justice  did  me  the  honor  to  invito  me  to  take  a  seat  on  the  bench,  I  heard  all 
the  evidence,  which  was  published,  and  can,  I  suppose,  be  procured.  That  against  the 
accused  was  very  slight,  and  there  was  no  evidence  whatever  to  show  that  the  murder 
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was  the  work  of  any  political  organization,  or  that  the  accused  belonged  to  any  such 
organization.  Evidence  of  the  existence  of  such  organizations  in  both  i^olitical  parties 
was  produced;  nearly  all  the  cases  inquired  into  proved,  however,  that  other  than 
political  purposes  were  effected  through  the  facilities  afforded  by  these  organizations, 
Avhose  machinery  was  used  to  punish  theft,  burglaries,  insults  to  women,  and  other 
offenses  in  no  Avay  connected  with  politics.  In  fine,  their  principal  business  seemed  to 
be  to  do  the  work  usually  performed  by  "  regulators"  and  "  vigilance  committees." 

These  crimes  were  bad  enough  in  themselves,  but  in  the  bitterness  of  party  feeling 
they  were  greatly  exaggerated  and  misrepresented,  and  attributed  to  the  political  par- 
ties aji  such. 

To  what  extent  murders  and  outrages  were  committed  for  political  purposes  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  state,  for  when  the  legislature  passed  laws  to  punish  the  members 
of  secret  organizations,  they  were,  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  wholly,  dissolved,  and  this 
was  before  I  assumed  command  of  the  district. 

ResijectfuUy  submitted. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 

Colonel  Fifth  Artillery. 

The  AssiST.vMT  Adjutant  General, 

Dipartinent  of  the  East. 


A. 

Headquarters  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Ealcigh,  August  4,  1870. 

Major  :  On  the  2d  instant  I  reported  to  you  by  telegraph  my  arrival  at  this  place 
stated  that  at  ])resont  all  was  fjuiet.  and  that  I  would  report  more  fully  when  1  had 
become  better  acijuainted  Avith  the  condition  of  aflairs. 

I  inclose  hercwitli  a  copy  of  district  orders  No.  1,  from  which  it  will  appear  that 
existing  orders  will  be  continued  in  force  until  further  instructions  are  given. 

The  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  State  has  refused  an  application  to 
enforce  the  writs  of  habeas  corpus  issued  by  him  in  the  cases  of  prisoners  held  by  the 
military  authorities  of  the  Stat-e  under  the  orders  of  the  governor. 

Tliis  averts  for  tlu^  ])resent  the  likelihood  of  conllict  between  the  executive  and 
judiciary.  There  are  other  arrests  contemplated  which  may  occasion  more  bitter  feel- 
ing, and  perha])s  lead  to  resistance,  but  my  impression  is  that  if  the  State  forces  act 
with  reasonable  discretion  violence  will  not  result. 

If  the  prisoners,  however,  instead  of  being  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities,  are 
tried  by  military  courts,  convicted  capitally,  an<l  ordered  for  execution,  (the  course 
which  is  threatened,)  it  is  not  unlikely  tliat  resistance  will  be  offered ;  it  may  be  by 
the  civil  authorities,  or,  if  not  by  them,  then  by  the  i)eoi>le. 

Under  tliese  circumstances,  or  indeed  under  any  circimistances  growing  out  of  the 
declaration  of  martial  law  by  tlie  governor  of  the  State  the  question  of  interference 
by  United  Staters  troops  is  a  grave  one.  If  called  upon,  prompt  action,  inconsistent 
with  the  delay  necessary  to  receive  the  President's  orders,  may  be  required  to  prevent 
bloodshed. 

Additional  instructions  to  those  contained  in  the  cii'cular  of  March  4,  1870,  from 
head(|uarters  l)t])artiiieiit  of  Virginia,  seem  necessary. 

These  instructions  have  in  view  two  cases:  1.  That  of  insurrection  against  the  gov- 
ernment of  a  State.  2.  When  troops  are  called  upon  by  marshals  or  sherilfs  to  assist 
in  executing  "  lawful  precejits"  issued  to  them  by  "  competent  authority." 

To  authorize  action  by  United  States  troops  in  the  lirst  case,  it  would  seem  to  be 
necessary  that  the  insurrection  should  be  ollicially  recognized,  and  the  insurgents  com- 
manded by  prochimatioii  from  the  President  to  disperse  and  retire  peaceably  to  their 
homes.     (Act  approved  FeT)ruary  28,  170.'),  section  ;{.) 

No  such  ofiicial  recognition  lias  yet  been  proclaimed,  and  I  doubt  whether  the  United 
States  troops  could,  under  these  instructions  alone,  be  employed  on  the  demand  of  the 
governor  to  act  in  support  of  the  State  troops  in  case  of  conflict  between  them  and  the 
alleged  insurgents,  growing  out  of  the  declaration  of  martial  law. 

I  l)eliev(^  that  Governor  Holden  expects  such  suj)i)ort,  and  that  commanding  officers 
may  consider  it  their  duty  to  give  it,  and  I  lu'ne  to  re(iuest,  therefore,  that  1  may  bo 
informed  specially  whether,  in  case  of  such  dt^niaud,  troo])s  shall  l)e  furnished  to  aid 
the  State  troops,  or  whether  their  duties  shall  be  limited  to  "jtreserviTig  the  peace" 
by  interfering  l)etween  the  pai'ties.  The  etfect  of  sucli  inter])osition  might  be  to  pre- 
vent the  governor  from  caiTying  out  his  measures  to  sup])ress  the  "iusurreetion." 

The  second  case  (•ontem])late(l  by  the  circular  of  March  4,  1870,  is  that  in  which  the 
marshal  or  sheriCf  may  eonnuaud  the  ser\ie«'  of  trooj^s  in  executing  "lawful  prccejits" 
issued  by  "  competent  authority,"  thar  is,  as  I  understand  it,  by  the  courts. 

.Under  ordinary  circumstanceB  no  difficulty  would  arise,  but  thepi'oelamatiou  by  the 
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governor  of  an  insurrection  existing?  in  certain  counties  makes  it  necessary  that  the 
duties  of  tlie  United  States  troops  should  be  more  exactly  prescribed,  for  it  is  not  im- 
possible that  the  courts  and  State  troops  may  be  at  issue.  The  governor,  it  is  under- 
stood, intends  to  try  his  prisoners  by  military  commission;  the  chief  justice  affirms 
that  this  would  not  be  lawful,  but  that  they  should  bo  turned  over  to  the  civil  authdr- 
ties  for  trial.  Should  the  military  courts  convict  capitally,  execution  bo  ordered  by 
the  governor,  and  a  conflict  of  the  civil  authorities  result,  the  United  States  troops 
may  be  called  upon  by  the  governor  to  support  those  of  the  State  in  carrying  out  the 
sentence,  and  by  the  marshal  or  sheriff,  under  a  precept  from  the  courts,  to  prevent 
such  execution. 

Such  a  result  is  not,  perhaps,  very  likely,  but  it  is  by  no  xueans  impossible,  and  if 
instructions  are  issued  in  advance,  it  might  prevent  measures  being  pushed  to  extremity 
by  either  party.  In  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  the  State,  an  uuforseen  accident 
may  lead  to  collision,  and  every  possible  precaution  should  be  taken  to  prevent  such, 
or  to  warn  either  party  of  the  extent  to  which  aid  would  be  furnished  or  denied  in 
contingencies  which  can  be  anticipated.  It  is  my  opinion  that  Governor  Holdeu  will 
not  go  beyond  the  point  at  which  he  would  cease  to  have  the  support  of  the  United 
States  troops. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  Captain  Frank  from  Captain  Rodney, 
commanding  at  Yanceyville,  which  exhibits  the  condition  of  affairs  at  that  place  as 
viewed  by  an  officer  who  is  considered  to  be  of  good, judgment. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  connnanding  general. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 

Coloiiel  Fifth  ArtiUery. 
Major  CiiAUNCEY  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Department  of  the  East. 


A  a 

Camp  of  Company  D,  Fourth  Artillery, 

Yanceysvilk,  N.  C,  Juhj  30,  1870. 

Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  28th  came  to  hand  a  few  moments  ago.  I  wish  to 
inform  you  officially  that  I  have  made  due  investigation,  and  that  there  is  no  possible 
chance  of  there  being  a  collision  between  the  State  troops  and  citizens.  Colonel 
Kirk,  who  is  in  command  of  the  militia,  appears  to  fear  an  attack,  and  ha.s  made  great 
preparations  for  defense  by  barricading  the  court-house,  doubling  his  guard,  and 
posting  a  strong  force  of  pickets ;  and  his  whole  cause  for  alarm  is  some  foolish  reports 
given  by  negroes.  For  example,  on  Sunday  last  some  one  reported  to  Colonel  Kirk 
that  a  certain  Captain  Graves,  of  Danville,  Va.,  (who  is  visiting  here  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  his  brother's  wife,)  had  a  force  of  200  mounted  men  concealed  in  the 
woods  near  here,  and  was  going  to  attack  him  (Kirk)  in  the  evening.  The  long-roll 
was  immediately  sounded,  all  his  men  forbidden  to  leave  the  court-yard,  all  powder 
and  shot  in  the  groceries  taken  possession  of  by  Kirk's  order,  and  the  captain  arrested 
and  brought  before  Kirk.  Captain  Graves  denied  the  charge,  and  wished  to  have  his 
accusers  brought  before  him,  but  the  man  had  decami)ed,  and  Kirk  released  the  captain, 
but  did  not  relax  his  vigilance.  1> 

On  Wednesday,  when  a  man  named  Williamson  tried  to  serve  some  writs  on  Kirk, 
the  long-roll  was  sounded,  and  all  citizens  ordered  to  leave  the  public  square  under 
penalty  of  being  fired  into.  I  think  there  were  exactly  foiir  men  in-esent.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  assure  you  that  there  is  no  fear  of  any  disturbance  between  the  citizens  and 
military  unless  Kirk  provokes  them  to  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  he  has  been  endeavoring  to 
do  so  ever  since  he  has  been  here-  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  keep  the  people 
quiet,  so  far  as  moral  influence  would  go,  and  have  done  my  best  to  keep  myself  and 
command  entirely  s('])arate  and  distinct.  The  people  have  called  nxwn  me  frequently 
for  advice,  and  I  have  uniforndy  advised  them  to  keep  cool  and  not  to  say  or  do  any- 
tliing  that  would  displease  or  exasperate  the  commanding  officer  of  the  St<ite  troops. 
There  is  to  be  a  political  meeting  to-day,  and  I  will  not  allow  any  member  of  my  com- 
mand to  leave  camp  until  the  people  have  dispersed. 

When  I  wrote  my  letter  of  the  IDth  I  did  not  understand  my  orders,  but  your  letter 
of  the  28th  makes  my  duty  plain  to  me  now,  and  I  will  follow  your  orders  strictly  and 
to  the  letter.  On  several  occasions  I  have  had  to  explain  my  position  and  orders,  flrst 
when  the  deputy  sheriff'  called  on  me,  (after  the  sherifl's  arrest,)  and  also  when  a  gentle- 
man named  Williamson  called,  saying  he  was  deputized  by  the  supreme  court  of  the 
State  to  serve  writs  on  Colonel  Kirk,  and  when  Kirk  refused  to  see  him,  he  wanted  me 
to  serve  them  for  him  ;  so  I  explained  my  position  to  him,  and  told  him  my  dtity  was 
to  aid  the  civil  authority,  and  I  could  not  and  would  not  have  anything  to  do  witli  the 
affair,  as  the  executive  was  recognized  as  the  head  of  the  civil  authority,  and  Colonel 
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Kirk  was  acting  under  Ms  orders.  lu  regard  to  Ku-Kluxism  I  know  very  little,  save 
that  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  one,  black  or  white,  that  has  ever  seen  one,  but 
only  heard  of  them  ;  but  Colonel  Kirk  tells  me  he  has  plenty  of  evidence  to  trace  out- 
rages that  have  been  committed  to  such  an»  orgauizatiou.  Wliat  the  outrages  are,  or 
wSen  they  have  been  committed,  is  a  mystery  to  me  as  yet. 
Very  resxiectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  RODNEY, 
Captain  Fourth  Artillery,  Brevet  Major  United  States  Army, 

Commanding  Company  D. 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  T.  Frank, 

Captain  Eiyhth  Regiment  of  United  States  Infantry, 

Commanding  United  States  Forces  in  North  Carolina,  Ealeigh,  X.  C. 


B. 

Ralkigh,  N.  C,  Septcmier  11, 1870. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  a  deputation  from  the  colored  people  of  Newberry,  South 
Carolina,  to  visit  North  Carolina  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsity  of  certain  rumors  in 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  colored  people  since  the  August  election,  havi',  learned  that 
you  have  been  here  some  weeks  in  your  official  capacity,  and  relying  entirely  upon  the 
correctness  of  your  observations  and  impressions,  beg,  respectfully,  that  you  will  rejdy 
to  the  following  inquiries: 

1st.  Is  it  true  or  false  that  since  the  August  elections  in  this  State  the  colored  people 
are  compelled  to  carry  passes  about  wdth  them  in  order  to  secure  their  protection? 

2d.  Is  it  true  or  false  that  colored  people  are  now  whii)ped  at  the  whipping-jiost  ? 

3d.  Is  it  true  or  false  that  the  rights  of  the  colored  people,  as  secured  by  law,  are 
ignored  in  this  State  by  the  white  people? 

4th.  Is  it  trui!  or  false  that  the  public  schools  are  closed  against  the  colored  people  ? 

.5th.  nav<'  you  any  reason  to  fear  or  believe,  from  your  intercourse  with  the  people, 
that  the  whites,  or  the  couservatives  and  democrats,  have  any  purpose  or  design  to  at- 
tempt to  interfere  with  or  abridge  any  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  colored  peo- 
ple now  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws? 

A  plain  answer  will  much  oblige  your  obedient  servants, 

HOSE  A  AA^Ts^N,  a  Democrat. 
CASEY  DAVIDS,  a  Republican. 

Gcm^ral  Hunt, 

Commanding  United  States  Forces  in  Xorth  Carolina. 


Headquartkrs  District  of  North  Cai:oi.ina, 

Baleigh,  September  11,  1870. 

Gknti.kmk?^§  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday's 
date,  informing  me  that  you  have  been  deputed  by  the  colored  people  of  Newberry, 
South  Carolina,  to  ascertain  the  tinith  or  falsity  of  certain  rumors  with  regard  to  tlie 
treatment  of  colored  people  in  this  State  since  the  election  in  August,  and  asking  mo 
to  reply  to  certain  questions  which  you  propose.    To  these  questions  I  reply  as  follows : 

Question  1st.  "  Is  it  true  or  false  that  since  the  August  election  in  this  State  the 
colored  people  are  comi)elled  to  carry  passes  about  them  in  order  to  secure  their  pro- 
tection ?" 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  a  colored  person  being  compelled  to  carry  such  pass, 
nor  do  I  believe  that  they  have  been  compelled  to  do  so. 

Question  2d.  "  Is  it  true  or  false  that  colored  i)eople  are  now  whipped  at  the  whip- 
ping-post f 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  of  such  a  case,  nor  do  I  believe  that  one  has  occurretl. 

Question  3d.  "  Is  it  true  or  lalse  that  the  rights  of  the  colored  people,  as  secured  by 
law,  are  ignored  in  this  State  by  the  white  people!" 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  it  is  jioHrue. 

Question  4th.  "  Is  it  true  or  false  that  the  public  schools  are  closed  against  the 
colored  people  ?" 

Answer.  It  is  ;iot  true.  Schools  are  not  established  over  the  whole  State,  but  they 
are  being  i-stablished  as  rapidly  as  inacticable.  The  only  distinction  between  white 
and  colored  people  is  that  there  are  separate  schools  for  the  two  colors.  But  the 
character  of  the  schools  is  the  same,  and  it  is  the  testimony  of  all  with  whom  I  have 
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couversed  upon  the  subject  that  there  is  n©  disposition  to  deprive,  in  any  manner, 
colored  children  of  the  advantages  of  public  schools.  On  the  contrary,  the  desire  of 
both  political  parties  is  to  give  them  equal  advantages  with  white  children. 

Question  5th.  "  Have  you  any  reason  to  fear  or  believe,  from  your  intercourse  with 
the  people,  that  the  whites,  or  conservatives  and  democrats,  have  any  purpose  or 
design  to  attempt  to  interfere  with,  or  abridge  any  of  the  rights  of  the  colored  peojjle 
now  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  ?" 

Answer.  I  have  not.  From  my  intercourse  with  gentlemen  of  both  political  parties, 
I  h  ave  been  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  it  is  both  the  desire  and  iutention  to 
respect  the  rights  of  the  colored  people,  and  to  give  them  such  further  security  for 
their  rights  as  circumstances  may  show  to  be  necessaiy. 

I  will  add  that  I  came  to  this  State  but  a  few  days  before  the  election  ;  that  imme- 
diately after  the  result  was  known,  numerous  colored  people  applied  to  Army  officers 
for  emi)loyment  which  would  enable  them  to  leave  the  country  with  the  troops,  as 
they  were  afraid  they  would  be  ill-treated,  and  perhajjs  reduced  to  slavery  again.  I 
believe  this  fear  has  worn  ofl",  and  those  who  were  alarmed  on  the  subject  now  feel 
safe. 


Respectfully,  your  obedeint  servant. 

Major  General 
Messrs.  Hosea  Wynn,  Casey  Davids 


HENLY  J.  HUNT, 
Major  General  U.  S.  A,,  Colonel  Fifth  Artillery,  Commanding. 


D. 

Headquarter*  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Ruleiyli,  Auymt  10,  1870. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  Captain  F.  G.  Smith, 
Fourth  Artillery,  commander  at  Ruffin,  Rockingham  County,  about  twelve  miles  from 
Yanceyville,  the  county  seat  of  Craven.  Special  reports  have  not  yet  been  received 
from  Yanceyville,  Roxborough,  or  Graham,  but,  so  far  as  known,  everything  is  quiet 
and  no  disturbances  are  reported  in  the  insurrectionary  counties,  nor  about  here. 

Writs  of  habeas  coi-pus  have  been  issued  by  the  United  States  Judge  Brooks  in  tho 
cases  of  the  prisoners  held  by  Colonel  Kirk,  at  Yanceyville.  It  is  understood  that 
Colonel  Kirk  will  refer  the  matter  to  the  governor  for  instructions,  and  that  the  prison- 
ers will  not  probably  be  delivered  up  unless  United  States  troops  enforce  the  writs. 
If  satisfactory  returns  are  not  made,  or  if  there  is  refusal  to  produce  the  prisoners,  I 
expect  to  be  called  upon  by  the  Federal  nuirshal  for  aid.  I  have  not  thought  it  expe- 
dient to  broach  the  matter  to  the  governor  before  I  am  called  upon  by  the  marshal, 
but  I  believe  that  the  prisoners  would  be  delivered  up  on  my  demand!  I  will  tele- 
graph for  instructions,  unless  I  receive  directions  in  advance  what  to  do.  Of  course 
I  wiU  not  act  until  the  marshal  has  endeavored  to  execute  the  writs  without  military 
aid. 

I  sent  you  by  to-day's  mail  a  copy  each  of  the  Standard  and  the  Sentinel,  organs  of 
the  two  political  parties  of  the  State.  The  grounds  on  which  Judge  Brooks  is  under- 
stood to  have  issued  his  writs  are  stated  in  the  Sentinel,  in  which  papier  I  have  marked 
two  articles  referring  to  the  subject. 

An  article  respecting  the  State  troops  will  be  found  in  the  Standard.  There  is  fear 
among  the  colored  people,  since  the  results  of  the  election  were  made  known,  that  thej"^ 
are  to  be  subjected  to  persecution,  and  even  reduced  to  slavery  again.  This  feeling 
would  soon  die  out  if  no  effort  was  made  to  create  it  or  to  keep  it  alive  where  it 
already  exists,  and  the  agitation  of  the  subject  is  most  mischievous.  . 

That  there  is  a  general  feeling  of  uneasiness  in  this  community,  due  to  this  idea  on 
the  part  of  the  negroes,  and  on  the  part  of  the  whites  to  the  presence  of  State  troojis, 
and  especially  to  the  hlack  troops,  is  certain. 

The  latter  are  full  of  the  idea  that  they  are  in  constant  danger  from  the  "  Ku-Klux," 
and  this  has  led  to  serious  mischief,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  reports  of  the  shooting  of 
Private  Bradley,  Battery  A,  Fourth  United  States  Artillery,  which  were  forwardet^o 
you  to-day.  There  presence  is  thus  shown  to  be  a  source  of  positive  dauger,  from  We 
mode  of  performing  their  duties,  and  this,  with  the  excitement  among  them  and  other 
colored  jjcople,  about  the  possible  effect  of  the  election,  causes  uneasiness  among  many 
of  the  white  citizens,  so  that  as  long  as  this  force  is  kept  up  there  will,  I  believe,  be  a 
general  desire  that  United  States  troojjs  should  lemain  here. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  ijuformation  of  the  general  commanding. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Major  General  United  States  Army,  Colonel  Fifth  Artillery,  Commanding. 

Major  Chauncey  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  of  the  Ea>J,  New  York  City. 
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Dd. 

Headquarters  Station  of  Ruffin, 

Ilriffin,  Augusts,  1870. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  post  commander,  that 
since  my  arrival  here  on  the  29th  ultimo,  when  I  found  an  exciting  political  contest 
going  on  among  the  citizens  of  the  vicinity,  Tvhich  was  prosecuted  with  vigor  by  both 
parties  until  election  day,  the  4th  instant,  not  a  single  case  of  riot  or  disturbance  has 
been  brought  to  my  notice  up  to  this  time. 

I  am  infoi-med  by  all  persons  with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  the  subject,  that  no 
political  campaign  here  has  ever  been  conducted  with  more  order  than  that  so  recently 
concluded.  The  disposition  to  assist  and  submit  to  the  civil  authorities  seems  general. 
How  far  the  presence  of  troops  contributes  to  this  feeling  I  am  unable  to  say  ;  but  the 
present  sheriff  of  the  countj^,  a  republican,  informs  me  that  he  has  always  been  able 
to  make  arrests  and  exercise  all  the  functions  of  his  office  without  let  or  hiuderance. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedieut  servant, 

FRANK  G.  SMITH, 
Captain  Fourth  Artilhry,  Commanding 
First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Powell, 

Adjutant,  I'ost  of  Ealeigk,  Raleigh,  Xorth  Carolina.  , 


E. 

•  RuFFiN,  North  C.vrolina,  August  14,  1S70. 
Lieutenant  :  The  condition  of  affairs  in  Yanceyville  is  beginning  to  be  serious,  the 
North  Carolina  State  troops  under  Colonel  Kirk  being  nothing  more  than  an  armed 
mob,  and  the  mdre  generally  exasperated  at  the  present  condition.  I  have  fc^rs  of  au 
outbreak.  Colonel  Kirk  is  either  endeavoring  to  create  a  disturbance  between  the 
people,  or  my  men  and  his  own  troops,  in  order  to  justify  his  recent  conduct.  His  men 
roam  round  the  country,  and  pillage  and  insult  the  people  with  impunity,  and  some 
threaten  to  attack  my  men.  Last  night  one  of  my  men,  without  i)revions  provocation, 
was  struck  with  a  stone  by  one  of  the  militia  ;  and  since  my  company  has  been  reduced 
both  officers  and  men  have  been  subjected  to  insults,  and  now  the  feeling  is  so  strong 
that,  in  my  opiQion,  nothing  but  a  strong  force  of  United  States  troops  wiU  preserve 
the  peace. 

The  militia  threaten  to  bum  the  town  of  Yanceyville  when  they  leave,  and  unless 
there  is  a  strong  force  of  United  States  troops  there  when  they  aro  disbanded  nothing 
will  prevent  them. 

I  wish  to  state  that  I  make  this  report  after  due  reflection,  and  am  convinced  that 
reenforceincnta  should  be  sent  to  Yanceyvilh^  immediately.    Please  reply,  by  telegram, 
to  Pelham,  as  soon  as  possible.     I  will  wait  there  for  answer. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respeetfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  RODNEY, 
Captain  Fourth  Artillery,  Commanding  Company  D. 
Lieutenant  .T.  W  Powell, 

Eighth  liegiment  of  Infantry,  A.  A.  A.  General, 

District  of  Xorth  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

P.  S. — I  shall  be  ready  to-morrow,  on  receipt  of  order  to  that  effect.  A  man  will  be 
at  the  Pelham  station  until  a  dispatch  is  received. 

FRANK  G  SMITH. 

Mem. — I  telegraphed  immediately,  ©rdering  Captain  Smith  to  yanceyville. 

H.J.  H. 


Headquarters  Station  of  Y'ancevville,  N.  C, 

Yanceyville,  August  16,  1870. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  my  company  (H,  Fourth  Artillery)  at 
this  station,  the  movement  having  bee'-,  made  in. obedience  to  your  telegraphic  order  ot 
yesterday. 

Colonel  Kirk,  with  two  hundred  of  his  men  and  all  his  civilian  prisoners,  marched 
hence,  very  quietly,  for  Company  s  Shops,  a  station  on  the  North  Carolina  railroad,  at 
6  p.  m.  yesterday,  leaving  a  smr.il  force  in  the  court-house,  with  a  major  in  command. 
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Unless  the  whole  force  of  militia  should  return  to  Yanceyville,  no  more  troops  will 
be  required  here.    All  is  quiet  now. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  G.  SMITH, 
Captain  Fourth  Artillery,  Commanding. 
First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Powell, 

A.  A.  A.  G.,  District  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  JV.  C. 


[Ix  THE  Senate  of  the  Uxited  States,  December  16,  1870. 
Eesolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  informa- 
tion that  he  may  possess  relative  to  organized  bodies  of  disloyal  and  evil-disposed  per- 
sons in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  which  have  in  view  or  threaten  resistance  to  the 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  T'nited  States,  or  denial  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws  and  tlie  fr^e  enjoyment  of  the  riglits  and  lib- 
erties secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution  ;  and  also  what  murders  and  outrages  for 
political  purposes  have  been  committed  by  such  organizations  of  disloyal  persons. 
Attest : 

GEO.  C.  GORHAM, 

iS'cwetari/.] 


[Indorsement.] 

Adji'taxt  General's  Office, 

Washington,  December  20,  1870. 

Official  copy,  jrespectfiilly  referred,  through  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the 
Atlantic,  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  Department  of  the  East  for  report. 
By  command  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

New  York,  December  24,  1870. 
Official  copy,  respectfully  referred  to  Captain  George  B.  Rodney,  Fourth  Artillery, 
for  a  full  report  on  the  matters  within  referred  to. 
By  command  of  Brigadier  General  McDowell. 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Fort  McHenry,  Md.,  January  1,  1871. 
Respectfully  returned  to  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  the  East.     I  know  noth- 
ing whatever  of  the  matters  within  referred  to. 

GEO.  B.  RODNEY, 

Captain  Fourth  Artillery. 


Brooklyn,  New  York,  January  9,  1871. 

Major  :  In  compliance  with  indorsement  from  department  headquarters  of  Decem- 
ber 24, 1870,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  upon  aftairs  in  North  Caro- 
lina, referred  to  in  the  resolution,  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  December  16, 
1870. 

I  commanded  the  post  of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  from  the  1st  of  May,  1870,  until 
the  latter  part  of  October.  Civil  law  having  been  restored  in  North  Carolina,  my  du- 
ties in  relation  to  the  civil  authorities,  as  commanding  officer  of  the  military  post  of 
Raleigh,  consisted  of  giving  such  assistance  when  called  upou  by  them  as  is  authorized 
by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.  I  was  not  in  position,  therefore,  to 
become  officially  advised  of  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  outrages  and  murders  committed  upon  citizens, 
except  when  called  upon  by  the  civil  authorities  for  military  aid  in  the  enforcement  of 
civil  law.  In  twoinstauces  I  furnished  the  United  States  marshal  with  a  military 
force  to  aid  him  in  making  arrests.     In  one  instance  it  was  for  resistance  to-  the  eu- 

VI 
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fnrcement  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  other  to  arrest  a  party 
of  twelve  men  charged  with  handing  together,  and  shooting  several  times  a  colored 
man  for  political  reasons.  The  arrests  were  made  of  nine  of  them,  and  a  hearing 
before  the  United  Slates  commissioner  resulted  in  four  of  these  being  held  to  bail  for 
their  appearance  before  the  United  States  court.  Application  was  made  in  other  siu)i- 
lar  cases  for  military  aid,  but  it  was  not  furnished,  because  the  marshal  did  not  present 
the  necessary  evidence  of  his  inability  to  make  the  arrests  by  the  ordinary  civil  means. 
I  afterward  learned  from  the  marshal  that  he  did  not  make  those  arrests  until  he  ob- 
tained a  military  force  from  the  State  authorities.  He  claimed  that  he  was  unable  to 
])iake  arrests  in  these  cases,  because  of  the  organized  bands  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan, 
which  it  was  alleged  existed  in  many  parts  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  by 
whom  these  outrages  were  committed ;  that  the  notoriety  of  their  murderous  opera- 
tions and  atrocious  character  were  the  only  evidence  he  could  iiresent  of  tlio  necessity 
for  a  military  force  ;  and  sufficient  to  deter  him  from  an  effort  to  arrest  them  without 
it.  It  was  generally  conceded,  I  think,  by  all  parties,  that  such  bauds  or  organized 
bodies  did  exist  in  many  parts  of  the  State,  though  their  purpose  is  differently  stated ; 
by  some  to  counteract  the  effects  of  an  organization  known  as  Loyal  League ;  by 
others  to  protect  the  whites  against  the  negroes,  by  summarily  punishing  outrages 
committed  by  the  latter  upon  the  whites;  and  by  others,  still, to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  democratic  party.  I  think  it,  in  a  measure,  undertakes  all  these  offices.  There 
were  a  great  many  murders  and  other  outrages  attriljuted  to  them  for  political  luu- 
l)oses,  notably  that  of  a  State  senator,  Stevens,  of  Caswell  County.  There  appeared  to 
be  no  other  assignable  reason  for  Ins  murder. 

Having  no  records  or  data  before  me,  I  am  unable  to  make  my  report  upon  this  sub- 
ject as  full  or  precise  as  I  otherwise  could. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROYAL  T.  FRANK, 
Captain  First  Artillery,  late  commanding  post  of  Italeigh. 

Major  C.  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Geno-al,  Department  of  the  East,  New  York  City. 


Executive  Department,  State  of  North  Carolina, 

Bahigh,  May  9,  1870. 
Sir  :  The  organization  known  as  the  "  Ku-Klux  Klan"  have  committed  many  acts  of 
violence  in  Orange,  Alamance,  Chatham,  Moore,  Caswell,  and  other  counties  of  this 
State. 

Colonel  Ilayman,  the  former  commandant  of  this  post,  had  a  full  company  at  the 
town  of  Graliam,  in  Alamance  County,  but  this  force  has  been  withdrawn  by  the  late 
order.  It  is  very  important  for  Alamance  and  Caswell,  the  counties  now  most  infested 
with  this  secret  armed  organization,  that  troops  should  be  retained  at  Graham,  with 
instructions  to  detail  a  squad  for  the  town  of  Yancey  ville,  in  Caswell  County. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  these  excesses  are  abating;  but  the  most  eff"ectual 
mode  to  fully  extinguish  them  is  to  place  Federal  troops  in  certain  localities.  The 
fear  of  the  national  i)ower  is  such  that  a  course  of  this  kind  will  conmiand  the  peace, 
and  enahle  the  civil  officers  of  the  State  to  execute  legal  process,  aud  thus  bring  offend- 
ers to  justice. 

I  trust  the  matter  will  meet  your  favorable  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  \V.  HOLDEN,  Governor. 

P.  S. — I  have  no  objection  to  leaving  the  detachments  to  be  sent  to  the  discretion  ol 
Colonel  Frank,  the  commandant  at  this  post. 

W.  W.  HOLDEN,  Goi-ernor. 
A  true  copv : 

C.  McKEEVER, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Major  General  Iuwin  McDowell. 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East,  Xew  York. 


State  of  North  Carolina,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

lialeigh.  Xovcmber  7,  1870. 
Ma.ior  :  By  direction  of  Governor  Holden.  I  have  the  honor  to  retjuest  that  a  detach- 
ment of  Federal  troops,  (at  lea.st  fffty  men,)  be  sent  to  Robeson  County,  to  aid  the  civil 
authorities  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  ami  in  giving  protection  to  life  aud  property. 
By  order  of  his  Excellency  I  have  recently  visited  that  county,  aud  found  the  con- 
dition of  afiairs  truly  alarming. 
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The  civil  law  is  openly  set  at  defiance  by  a  gang  of  desperadoes,  Avho  rob  and  mnr- 
der  very  mnch  at  their  own  pleasure.  They  have  gone  so  far  as  to  lay  plans  for  stop- 
ping and  robbing  the  mail  train,  which  passes  through  a  tangled  swamp  in  that  county. 

The  census  taker  informed  me  he  dare  not  visit  certain  townships  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  his  report.  He  is  a  magistrate,  and  has  endeavored  to  bring  to  jttstice 
persons  accused  of  murder.  The  citizens  have  became  so  alarmed  and  enraged  that 
they  have  turned  out  and  killed  one,  and  wounded  others  aecHStrf  of  being  in  sympathy 
with  the  gang  aforementioned,  when,  upon  further  investigation,  they  tiud  the  inno- 
cent have  suffered. 

From  the  fact  that  the  outlaws  and  their  victims  belong  to  different  races,  ithasgiven 
rise  to  so  much  of  political  feeling  that  there  is  no  hope  of  peace  excej^t  tbrougd  the 
interference  of  the  United  States  troops,  whose  i)resence  all  parties  unite  in  soliciting. 
The  power  of  the  State  has  become  exhausted. 

The  sheriff  of  the  county  said  he  could  not  arrest  the  felons,  or  prevent  more  inno- 
cent blood  from  being  shed.  The  magistrates  decline  to  act  further  until  they  receive 
protection. 

The  presence  of  Federal  troops  will  intimidate  the  guilty  and  encourage  the  timid 
to  aid  in  the  support  of  the  laws. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  FISHER,  Adjutant  General. 

P.  S. — If  necessary,  the  governor  directs  me  to  say  that  the  troops  at  Graham  better 
be  sent  to  Robeson  County  than  to  remain  at  Graham. 

A.  W.  FISHER,  Adjutant  General. 

A  true  copy : 

C.  McKEEVER, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Major  F.  G.  Smith,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Post,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 


[Circular/ 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Riclimond,  Va.,  March  4, 1870. 
The  following  instructions  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  are  republished  for 
the  information  of  post  commanders  and  for  their  guidance  in  all  cases  where  they  may 
be  called  upon  by  the  civil  authorities  for  military  interposition  to  preserve  the  peace 
or  for  troops  to  assist  in  the  execution  of  civil  process  : 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  10,  1868. 

General:  The  following  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War  are  furnished  for 
your  government : 

To  the  end  that  the  necessary  aid  may  be  rendered  by  the  United  States  as  promptly 
as  possible  in  any  case  of  insurrection  or  domestic  violence  in  the  States  embraced  in 
your  military  department,  you  will  keep  yourself  informed  of  the  condition  of  affairs 
in  said  States,  and  communicate  promptly  by  telegraph  to  the  War  Department, 
through  the  headquarters  of  the  Ai-my,  any  facts  which  may  make  it  the  duty  of  the 
President,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws,  to  emjiloy  the  military  force  of  the  United 
States. 

You  will  also  maintain  such  disposition  of  the  troops  under  your  command  that  they 
may  be  ready  to  act  witbout  delay  upon  receipt  of  the  President's  orders,  stationing 
them  at,  or  from  time  to  time  moving  them  to,  points  where  you  may  have  reason  to 
apprehend  a  necessity  for  their  use. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  indicate 
the  conditions  under  which  the  military  force  of  tlie  United  States  may  be  lawfully 
employed  to  suppress  insurrection  against  the  government  of  any  State : 

Constitution,  Article  IV,  Section  IF. — The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State 
in  this  Union  a  repuldican  form  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against 
invasion  ;  and  on  aiiplication  of  the  legislature,  or  of  the  executive,  (when  the  legis- 
lature cannot  be  convened,)  against  domestic  violence. 

Act  of  Congress  approved  I'cbruai-g  2S,  17d5,  Section  1. —  *##*#* 
And  in  case  of  an  insurrection  in  any  State  against  the  government  thereof,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  application  of  the  legislature  of  such 
State,  or  of  the  executive,  (when  the  legislature  cannot  be  convened,)  to  call  forth 
such  number  of  the  militia  of  any  other  State  or  States,  as  may  be  applied  for,  as  he 
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may  judge  sufficient  to  suppress  siicli  insurrection.  And  section  3 :  Provided  alivays, 
and  he  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
President,  to  u^e  the  military  force  hereby  dii-ected  to  be  called  forth,  the  President 
shall  forthwith,  by  proclamation,  command  such  insurgents  to  disperse  and  retire 
peaceably  to  their  respective  abodes  within  a  limited  time. 

Act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1870. — Be  it  enacted,  4t.,  That  in  all  cases  of  insur- 
rection or  obstruction  of  the  laws,  either  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  individual 
State  or  Territory,  where  it  is  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  forth 
the  militia  for  the  ])urpose  of  su))pressiug  such  insurrection,  or  of  causing  the  laws  to 
be  duly  executed,  it  shall  be  laAvful  for  him  to  employ,  for  the  same  i^urposes,  such  part 
of  the  land  or  naval  force  of  the  United  States  as  shall  be  judged  necessary,  having 
first  observed  all  the  prerequisites  of  the  law  in  that  respect. 

By  command  of  General  Grant : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Brevet  Major  General  R.  C.  Buchaxan,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Department  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  25,  1868. 

General  :  In  reply  to  your  request  for  instmctions  relative  to  the  use  of  the  troops 
under  your  connnand  in  aid  of  the  civil  authorities,  the  Secretary  of  War  directs  to  be 
furnished  for  your  information  and  government  the  inclosed  copies  of  a  letter  of  in- 
structions to  Brevet  Major  General  Buchanan,  connnanding  Department  of  Louisiana, 
dated  August  10,  1H68,  and  of  a  letter  iVom  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States 
to  Alexander  Magrudift',  esq.,  United  States  marshal  northern  district  of  Florida,  dated 
August  20,  1868. 

The  letter  to  General  Buclianan  indicates  the  conditions  under  which  the  military 
force  of  the  United  States  may  be  employed  to  suppress  insurrection  against  the  gov- 
ernment of  any  State,  and  describes  the  duties  of  the  deiiartnient  commander  in  refer- 
ence thereto. 

The  letter  of  the  Attorney  General  sets  forth  the  conditions  under  which  the  mar- 
shals and  sheriffs  may  connnand  the  assistance  of  the  troo]>8  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts or  counties  to  execute  lawfnl  precepts  issued  to  them  by  competent  authority. 

The  obligation  of  the  military,  (individual  officers  and  soldiers,)  in  common  Avith  all 
citizens,  to  obey  the  summons  of  a  marshal  or  sheriff,  nmst  be  held  subordinate  to 
their  ])aramonnt  duty  as  members  of  a  permanent  military  body.  Hence  the  troops 
can  act  only  in  tlnir  proper  organized  ca])a(ity,  under  their  own  officers,  and  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  immediate  orders  of  those  ollicers.  The  officer  commanding  troops  sum- 
moned to  the  aid  of  a  marshal  or  sherill'  must  also  judge  for  himself,  and  upon  his 
own  official  resjxMisibility,  whether  the  service  required  of  him  is  lawful  and  neces- 
.sary,  and  compatible  with  the  proper  discharge  of  his  ordinary  military  duties,  and 
must  limit  his  action  absolutely  to  proper  aid  in  execution  of  the  lawful  precei^t  ex- 
hibited to  him  by  the  marshal  or  sheriff'. 

If  time  will  ])erniit,  eviiy  demand  from  a  civil  officer  for  military  aid,  whether  it 
be  for  the  execnti<)n  of  civil  process  or  to  suppress  insurrection,  should  be  forwarded 
to  the  I'resident,  with  all  the  material  facts  in  the  case,  for  his  orders;  and  in  all  cases 
tlie  highest  comnumder  whose  orders  can  he  given  in  time  to  meet  the  emergency  will 
alone  assume  the  responsibility  of  action. 

By  a  timely  dispositicm  of  troops  where  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  a  necessity  for 
their  use,  and  by  their  passive  interposition  between  hostile  pr.rties,  danger  of  collision 
may  be  averted.  Department  commanders,  and  in  cases  of  necessity  theii'  subordinates, 
are'expected,  in  this  regard,  to  exercise  upon  their  own  responsibility,  a  wise  discretion, 
to  the  end  that  in  any  event  the  peace  may  be  pieserved. 

By  command  of  General  Grant : 

J.  C.  IvELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Major  General  George  G.  ISIeade,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 


Headquarters  of  the  Ar:^iy, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  25,  1868. 

General:  In  addition  to  the  instructions  furnished  you  from  this  office  on  the  10th 
of  August,  1868,  the  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  your  attention  be  called  to  the 
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inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  to  Alexander 
Magruder,  esq.,  United  States  marshal  northern  district  of  Florida,  dated  Angust  20, 
1868,  setting  forth  the  conditions  nnder  which  the  marshals  and  sheriffs  may  command 
the  assistance  of  the  troops  in  their  respective'districts  or  counties,  to  execute  the  lav- 
ful  iirecepts  issued  to  them  by  competent  authority. 

The  obligation  of  the  military,  (individual  officers  and  soldiers,)  in  connnon  with  all 
citizens,  to  obey  the  summons  of  a  marshal  or  sheriff',  must  be  held  subordinate  to  their 
paramount  duty  as  members  of  a  permanent  military  body.  Hence  the  troops  can  act 
only  in  their  proper  organized  capacity,  under  their  own  officers,  and  in  obedience  to 
the  immediate  orders  of  those  officers.  The  officer  commanding  troops  summoned  to 
the  aid  of  a  marshal  or  sheriff"  must  also  judge  for  himself,  and  upon  his  own  official 
responsibility,  whether  the  service  required  of  him  is  lawful  and  necessary,  and  com- 
patible with  the  proper  discharge  of  his  ordinary  military  duties,  and  nmst  limit  his 
action  absolutely  to  proper  aid  in  execution  of  the  lawful  precept  exhibited  to  him  by 
the  marshal  or  sherilf. 

If  time  will  permit,  every  demand  from  a  civil  officer  for  military  aid,  whether  it  be 
for  the  execution  of  civil  process  or  to  suppress  insurrection,  should  be  forwarded  to 
the  President,  with  all  the  material  facts  in  the  case,  for  his  orders ;  and  in  all  cases 
the  highest  commander  whose  orders  can  be  given  in  time  to  meet  the  emergency  will 
alone  assume  the  responsibility  of  action. 

By  a  timely  disposition  of  troops  where  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  a  necessity  for 
their  use,  and  by  their  passive  interposition  between  the  hostile  parties,  danger  of  col- 
lision may  be  averted.  Department  commanders,  and  in  cases  of  necessity  their  sub- 
ordinates, are  expected,  in  this  regard,  to  exercise  upon  their  own  responsibility  a  wise 
discretion,  to  the  end  that  in  any  event  the  peace  may  be  preserved. 

By  command  of  General  Grant : 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 

Brevet  Major  General  R.  C.  Buchanan, 

Commanding  Department  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans,  La. 


War  Department, 

Washington  City,  Septemher  14,  1868. 

General  :  Your  communication  of  September  1,  inclosing,  for  the  information  of  the 
President,  a  communication  from  the  governor  of  Louisiana,  making  apiilication  for 
troops,  and  your  reply  thereto,  and  a  coxjy  of  your  circular  No.  2,  of  September  1,  have 
been  received. 

The  peculiar  condition  of  the  Southern  States  at  this  time  renders  it  necessary  for 
the  Army  to  do  all  that  the  laws  allow  for  the  preservation  of  peace. 

The  mere  presence  of  troops  is  generally  sufficient  to  prevent  a  serious  breach  of 
the  peace. 

As  it  is  generally  lawful  and  proper  for  the  military  commander  to  send  his  troops 
wherever  he  may  apprehend  a  necessity  for  their  use,  it  is  much  better  thus  to  prevent 
such  necessity  than  to  wait  until  it  has  actually  arisen. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  President  that  you  exercise  within  the  limit  of  your  lawful 
authority  full  discretion  in  your  action,  to  the  end  that  in  any  event  peace  may  bo 
preserved. 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Brevet  Major  General  Buchanan, 

Commanding  Department  of  Louisiana. 


M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Executive  OrfFicE, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Octolier  31,  1868. 

Brevet  Major  General  Lovel  H.  Rousseau, 

Commanding  the  Department  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans: 

You  are  expected  and  authorized  to  take  all  legitimate  steps  necessary  and  proper 
to  prevent  breaches  of  the  peace  or  hostile  collisions  between  citizens.  Questions 
relating  to  the  civU  polity  of  the  State  must  be  left  to  the  proper  civil  authorities  for 
consideration  and  settlement.  The  object  is  to  preserve  peace  and  restore  civil  gov- 
ernment to  the  j)eople,  according  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Constitution. 
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You  are  referred  to  instructions  heretofore  given,  whicli  are  deemed  full  and  ample 
for  all  just  and  lawful  purposes. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
Transmitted  by  command  of  General  Grant.    Acknowledge  receijit. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assisiant  Adjutant  General. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major  General  Caubv  : 

LOUIS  V.  CAZIARC, 
Aid-de-Camp,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Official:  -^ 

Aid-de-Camp. 


[Telegram.] 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  East, 

Kew  York  City,  May  10,  1870. 
Commanding  Officer  United  States  Army, 

Post  of  Ealeigh,  Xorth  Carolina  : 
Hold  a  company  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  Graham  for  temporary  duty  at  that  place. 
The  instructions  heretofore  given  your  predecessor  from  the  headquarters  Depart- 
ment of  Virginia  will  be  sent  you  from  Richmond.     You  will  conform  to  them. 

You  are  not  to  use  United  States  troops  as  a  police  force,  but  to  act  solely  in  aid  and 
in  subordination   to  the  civil  authority,  and  to  act  thus  only  when  so  ordered  from 
department  headquarters,  save  in  cases  of  extreme  emergency  not  admitting  of  suffi- 
cient delay  to  communicate  by  telegraph. 
Acknowledge  receipt. 
Bv  command  of  Brevet  Major  General  McDowell: 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Official  : 

C.  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


fTelegram.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

New  York  City,  May  12,  1870. 
Commanding  Officer  Post  of  Raleigh,  Aorth  Carolina  : 

Order  one  of  the  companies  now  at  Raleigh  to  proceed  to  and  take  post  temporarily 
at  Graham,  Alamance  County,  Nortli  Carolina. 

Give  the  officer  commanding  it,  for  his  government,  a  copy  of  the  orders  and  instruc- 
tions you  will  receive  from  Richmond,  and  a  copy  of  the  orders  given  you  by  telegraph 
from  these  headquarters. 

See  that  the  detached  company  is  supplied  from  Raleigh. 
Acknowledge  receipt,  and  report  action  in  pui'suance  hereof. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major  General  McDowell : 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Official : 

C.  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

New  York  City,  May  12,  1870. 
Governor  W.  W.  Holden,  Ealeigh,  North  Carolina  : 

Your  letter  received.     Am  authorized  to  send  a  company  to  Graham,  and  orders  have 
been  sent  to  commanding  officer  at  Raleigh  accordingly. 

iRviN  Mcdowell, 

Brevet  Major  General,  Commanding  Department, 
Official: 

C.  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

Neiv  York  City,  June  6,  1870. 
Colonel  :  Referring  to  your  indorsement  of  the  24tli  ultimo,  in  tlie  communication 
of  the  adjutant  general  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  (General  O.  "VV.  Foster,)  re- 
questing that  a  detachment  of  troops  might  be  sent  to  Caswell  County,  I  am  instructed 
by  the  department  commander  to  say  that  if,  on  consultation  with  the  State  authori- 
ties at  Raleigh,  you  are  satislied  that  troops  are  more  needed  in  Caswell  County  than 
at  Raleigh,  you  will  send  your  company  to  that  county,  retaining  the  detachment  of 
the  Fourth  Artillery  at  the  post  of  Raleigh. 

You  will  give  the  officer  in  command  of  your  company  instructions  such  as  have 
heretofore  been  given  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the  troops  at  Graham. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Royal  T.  Frank, 

Captain  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  commanding  2^ost  of  Ealeigh,  N.  C. 
Official : 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


[Telegram.! 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

Kcw  York  City,  June  22,  1870. 
Colonel  Frank,  Commanding  at  Ealeigh,  North  Carolina  : 

Comply  with  all  requisitions  of  United  States  marshal  and  district  attorney  for  troops 
to  enforce  United  States  laws.    Make  detailed  report  of  circumstances,  so  that  proper 
judgment  can  be  formed  of  the  necessity  for  United  States  civil  officers  requiring  mili- 
tary aid. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major  General  McDowell. 

JOHN  H.  COSTER, 
Brevet  Captain  U.  S.  Army,  Aide-dc-Camp. 
Official : 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

New  York  City,  July  13,  1870. 
Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  11th  instant,  reporting  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  detail  by  you  of  a  military  force  to  aid  the  United  States 
marshal  in  arresting  certain  persons  charged  with  violating  section  6  of  the  act  ap- 
proved May  31,  1870,  and  inclosing  a  copj^  of  your  instructions  on  the  subject  to  First 
Lieutenant  J.  W.  Powell,  Eighth  Infantry,  I  am  directed  by  the  department  commander 
to  say  that  the  instructions  are  considered  well  drawn  and  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

I  am  further  du-ected  to  say  that  you  did  right  in  referring  the  question  to  deport- 
ment headquarters,  if  the  case  was  such  as  to  admit  of  the  delay  this  would  require. 
The  telegram  of  the  7th  was  sent  under  the  impression  that  the  case  did  not  admit  of 
such  delay. 
The  printed  circular  from  Richmond  will  be  the  rule  to  follow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  T.  Frank, 

Captain  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  Commanding  Post  of  Ealeigh,  N.  C. 

Official : 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  DEPARXivrENT  or  the  East. 

New  York  City,  July  18,  1870. 

Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  T.  Fraxk,  U.  S.  A.,  Ealdgh,  North  Carolina  : 

In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  the  15th  instant,  the  department  commander  directs  mo 
to  send  you  the  following  instructions  received  from  division  headquarters  : 

"  When  called  upon  by  a  United  States  marshal,  or  other  competent  civil  authority, 
for  troops  to  aid  in  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  instead  of  merely  telegraphing  that 
fact,  the  post  commander  should  state  all  the  circumstance  sconnected  with  the  appli- 
cation, and  his  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  furnishing  the  detail,  as  without  these 
there  is  nothing  on  which  the  general  can  base  intelligent  action. 

"  The  general  is  desirous  the  troops  should  only  be  employed  when  their  services 
are  imperatively  necessary,  and  after  the  civil  authorities  have  exhausted  all  other 
measures. 

"  In  this  instance  there  is  no  evidence  the  marshal  made  any  effort  to  make  the  arrests 
previous  to  calling  on  the  United  States  troops  to  aid  him.  Evidence  of  the  marshal's 
inability  to  execute  the  process  trith  which  he  is  charged,  or  of  resistance  to  the  exe- 
cution of  such  process,  should  precede,  or  at  least  be  presented  with  the  application  for 
troops." 

You  will  govern  yourself  accordinirly.    Acknowledge  receipt. 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


[Telegram/ 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

Neiv  York  City,  July  25,  1870. 

Brevet  Colonel  Frank,  Eigldh  Infantry,  Commanding  EaleigJi,  North  Carolina: 

Orders  given  to-day  for  three  companies  from  Fort  ilcllenry  to  proceed  immediately 
to  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.    Make  preparations  for  them. 

When  you  telegraph  hereafter  in  relation  to  any  matter  concerning  the  use  of  troops, 
give  also  always  your  Q])inion,  as  ordered  from  division  headnuarters. 

What  is  your  own  judgment  as  to  the  need  of  troops  to  aid  Colonel  Kirk  ? 

What  prisoners,  made  under  the  process  of  law,  have  there  been  made  ?  Where  are 
they  ?    Be  full  and  explicit ;  I  have  no  information  except  what  is  in  the  newspapers. 

If  the  case  is  one  in  which,  under  the  instructions  given  in  circular  from  Richmond 
and  orders  from  division  headquarters.  United  States  troops  can  be  employed,  and  does 
not  admit  of  delay,  act  according  to  your  own  judgment.  Otherwise  state  the  case 
fully  for  instructions. 

IRVIN  McDO\^^LL, 
Brevet  Major  General,  commanding  Department. 


[Telegram.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

New  York  City,  July  27,  1870. 
Commanding  Officer,  Post  of  Raleigh,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina  : 

The  following  letter  from  headquarters  of  the  Army  is  seut  for  your  information  and 
government : 

"  Rtfurring  to  telegram  of  22d  instant,  directing  that  six  companies  of  troops  be  sent 
to  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  the  General  of  the  Army,  in  accordance  with  instructions 
from  the  President,  directs  that  these  trooi)s  be  held  in  readiness  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  enforce  the  laws  in  case  their  serviced  should  bo  required. 

"  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

"Adjutant  General.^' 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

Xew  York  CUy,  August  9,  1870, 
Colonel  :  I  am  directed  by  the  department  commander  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a 
communication  from  Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  in  reference  to  the 
services  of  the  companies  of  artillery  recently  sent  to  North  Carolina,  and  to  say  that, 
in  accordance  ^vith  the.suggestions  of  the  General  of  the  Army,  you  will  order  the  seven 
companies  of  artillery  sent  to  North  Carolina  into  camp,  or  dispose  of  them  in  such  a 
manner  that  they  can  be  withdrawn  without  attracting  much  notice. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Acljtitani  General. 
Colonel  H.  J.  Hunt,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery, 

Commanding  District  of  North  Carolina,  Ealeigli,  Xorfh  Carolina. 


[Telegram.] 

HE.1DQU.UITERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  EaST, 

New  1  ork  City,  August  11,  1870. 
Colonel  Henry  J.  Hunt,  Fifth  U.  S.  ArtiUery, 

Commanding  District  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina  : 
The  department  commander  directs  me  to   send  you  for  yoiu"  information  and  gov- 
ernment the  following,  received  from  division  headquarters  : 

"  Headquarters  Division  of  Atlantic, 

"  PhiladeliMa,  August  10, 1870. 
"  General  McDowell,  New  York  City : 

"  Major  General  Meade  desires  you  to  telegraph  Colonel  Hunt  that  his  letter  of  the 
4th  instant  has  been  sent  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  special  iustnictions.  In  their 
absence,  in  cases  Avhere  his  instructions  do  not  clearly  require  his  obeying  calls  from 
civil  authorities,  he  will  coniine  the  use  of  the  troops  to  preserving  the  j)eace,  that  is, 
preventing  riot  and  bloodshed,  regardless  of  the  points  of  law  involved. 

"  This  morning's  telegrams  announce  that  writs  of  habeas  corpus  have  been  issued  by 
the  United  States  district  judge,  which  it  is  hoped  will  transfer  the  conflict  to  a  neutral 
and  unprejudiced  tribunal,  and  settle  the  question  at  issue  without  resort  to  force. 

"  R.  C.  DRUM, 
"  Assistant  Adjutant  General.'^ 
Acknowledge  receipt. 

JOHN  H.  COSTER, 
First  Lieutenant,  A.  D.  C,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 
New  lork  City,  November  29,  lo70. 
I  am  instructed  by  the  department  commander  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  24th  instant,  reporting  the  state  of  aliairs  in  Robeson  County, 
&c.,  and  to  say  that  you  will  govern  yourself  strictly  according  to  the  instructions  con- 
tained in  the  circular  dated  Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia,  March  4,  1870,  a 
copy  of  which  was  sent  you  on  the  12th  instant. 

I  am  further  directed  to  say  that  it  is  your  duty  to  aid  the  civil  authorities,  not  to 
supplant  them,  or  do  theii-  duty  in  any  resiiect.  The  arrests  must  be  made  under  civil 
process,  and  by  civil  officers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Captain  Evan  Thomas, 

Fourth  United  States  Artillei'y,  Commanding  United  States  Troops, 

Lumberton,  Bobeson  County,  North  Carolina. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

Neic  York  City,  December  1,  1870. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  in  reference  to  affairs  in  Robeson  County,  North  Carolina,  and  am 
directed  by  the  department  commander  to  reply  as  follows : 

You  say:  "The  commander  should  have  power  to  arrest  whom  he  pleases  on  sus- 
picion. The  families  of  the  robbers  ought  at  least  to  be  arrested ; "  and  further,  that  if 
you  are  "  ke^it  here,"  [there]  under  the  restrictions  against  infringement  upon  civil 
law,  that  as  I  am  [you  are]  now,  I  [you]  "can  do  very  little  toward  ridding  the 
country  of  the  robbers  and  murderers ;"  that  "  a  great  many  of  the  citizens  have  asked 
me  [you]  to  take  matters  in  my  [your]  hands,  and  seem  willing  to  be  partly  under 
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martial  law,  if  there  is  any  cbauce  of  being  freed  from  the  midnight  visits  of  these 
robbers." 

I  am  instructed  by  the  department  commander  to  say  that  there  is  no  warrant  under 
our  Government,  and  in  time  of  peace,  for  any  one  to  give  you  the  power  to  arrest 
whom  you  please  on  suspicion,  or,  because  it  might  facilitiite  the  arrest  of  the  guilty, 
to  authorize  you  to  arrest  their,  perhaps,  innocent  families. 

More  than  that,  he  does  not  expect,  or  direct,  or  authorize  you,  as  an  officer  of  the 
Army,  and  of  your  otcn  motion,  to  arrest  any  one  whomsoever,  but  to  do  so  only  under 
the  direction  of  the  civil  authority,  and  as  a  part  of  its  posse.  He  cannot  authorize 
you  to  place  any  portion  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  under  martial  law,  even  with 
consent  of  many,  or  indeed  all  the  citizens.  This  is  authority  that  can  neither  be  as- 
sumed nor  granted  by  any  one  in  the  military  service.  What  you  are  responsible  for, 
and  all  your  are  responsible  for,  is  to  conform  strictly  with  the  orders  given  you  in  the 
circular  of  March  4,  1870,  from  Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia,  which  were 
reiterated  in  my  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  and,  as  a  captain  in  tlie  Army,  to  keep  your 
men  in  good  condition,  Avell  cared  for,  well  instructed,  well  disciplined,  and  always  on 
hand,  ready  to  do  their  duty  as  soldiers  in  the  way  and  to  the  extent  they  may  be 
ordered,  and  no  further. 

The  department  commander  is  thus  explicit  that  you  may  not  involve  yourself  or 
the  service  in  any  way  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  support  you.  It  is  the 
civil  authority  that  must  take  the  initiative  iu  the  matter ;  you  are  to  simply  aid  them 
in  the  way  before  ordered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  McKEEVER, 
Asmtant  Adjutant  Gcnei'al. 
Captain  Evan  Thomas, 

Fourth  ArtilltTii,  Commanding  Post  of  Lumhcrton, 

lioheaon  County,  North  Carolina. 
Official  copy: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant  General. 


Headquakters  Departmkxt  of  VlimiNIA, 

Richmond,  Virginia,  March  8,  1870. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  major  general  command- 
ing the  division,  copies  of  several  papers  in  relation  to  troubles  that  have  already 
occurred,  and  others  that  are  threatened  in  North  Carolina. 

The  governor  of  that  State,  through  his  adjutant  general,  has  to-day  applied  to  me 
for  troo|)S  to  aid  in  the  suppression  of  this  attem])ted  or  anticipated  insurrection,  and 
has  been  advised  tliat  tlie  authority  for  such  employment  of  the  troops  must  come 
from  the  President,  upon  the  ai)plication  of  the  legislature,  if  it  be  in  session,  and  it 
not,  upon  the  application  of  the  governor ;  and  that  under  existing  laws  and  in- 
structions, without  such  authority,  nothing  more  could  be  done  than  to  put  the  troops 
so  as  to  give  moral  supi)ort  to  the  civil  authorities  in  the  performance  of  their  duties, 
and  that  tiiey  could  not  hi'  used  as  a  police  force,  or  made  to  take  the  place  of,  or  give 
active  aid  to,  the  civil  authorities,  except  in  such  an  emergency  as  would  justify  their 
being  siuinnoned  and  used  as  a  part  of  the  posse  comitatus. 

I  do  not  lind,  in  the  leports  which  I  have  received,  or  in  the  statements  made  by  the 
adjutant  general  of  the  governor,  such  a  state  of  facts  as  would  show  that  an  insur- 
rection exists,  or  is  imminent.  The  organization  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  Alamance  and 
neighboring  counties  is  no  doubt  formidable,  and  the  outrages  committed  and  threat- 
ened by  them  are  horrible,  but  the  presence  of  the  troops  scut  to  Graham  ouglit  to  restore 
confidence,  and  inspire  the  civil  authorities  with  some  degree  of  energy  and  activity. 

I  have  instructed  Colonel  Hayman  to  keep  me  constantly  advised,  by  telegraph,  ot 
everything  important  that  transpires,  and  will  hold  troops  in  readiness  to  move,  if  it 
should  be  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brevet  Major  General  United  States  Army,  Commanding. 
Assistant  Ad.jutant  Gener.vt, 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  thf>  Atlantic, 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  March  11,  1870. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  for  the  information  ot 
the  General  of  the  Army  and  the  Secretary  of  War.     General  Canbj'  has  been  informed 
that  I  concur  in  the  views  expressed  iu  his  letter. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major  General,  Commattding. 
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HEADQUARfERS   OF  THE  ArMY, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  15,  1870. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  orders  of  the  Presideut. 
General  Cauby  has  in  his  department  one  regiment  of  infantry  and  one  of  artillery. 
The  mere  jiosting  of  troops  in  a  disafiected  district  may  bo  enough,  but  the  time  may 
come  when  trooi)s  may  have  to  use  their  arms,  and  the  responsibility  ought  not  to  rest 
ou  tlie  officer  in  immeiliate  command. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

General. 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  a  few  companies  be  sent  to  the  district  in  instirf 
rection. 

ED.  SCHRIVER, 

Inspector  General. 
March  16,  1870. 


Headquarters  Post  of  Graham, 

Gi-aham,  N.  C,  March  4,  1870. 

Colonel,  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  here  with  detachment  yester- 
day, at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  encamped  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  southeast  of  the  town. 
I  find  the  loyal  people  of  this  place  in  a  high  state  of  excitement,  owing  to  recent  and 
threatening  outrages  perpetrated  by  a  baud  of  outlaws  styling  themselves  "  Ku-Klux 
Klan."  On  Saturday  night  last  a  gang  of  about  one  hundred  entered  the  town  and 
took  a  mulatto  man  from  his  bed  and  hung  him  to  a  tree  in  the  court-house  square, 
and  the  lives  of  several  others  threatened.  Several  parties  called  upon  me  to-day  and 
asked  for  a  guard  to  protect  them.  One  George  Boon,  residing  at  the  Company  Shops, 
about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  this  ijlace,  received  a  notice  this  morning  warning 
him  of  the  danger  that  he  is  in,  which  I  herewith  inclose.  Mr.  Boon  is  a  respectable 
citizen,  is  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad  company,  and  postmaster  at  that  place.  He 
goes  to  Raleigh  to-night  to  see  the  governor.  Mr.  Albright,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  this 
place,  and  a  Mr.  Holt,  also  received  notice  that  they  would  call  for  them  on  Saturday 
night  to  hang  them,  and  for  no  oftense  other  than  their  republican  sentiments.  A  paper 
was  pinned  on  the  coat  of  the  man  that  was  hung,  sajdng,  "  Beware,  you  guilty,  both 
white  and  black !"  Several  parties,  both  white  and  black,  have  been  cruelly  whipped, 
and  one  white  man,  named  John  Overman,  had  his  head  shaved,  and  most  shamefully 
whipped,  and  then  threatened  his  life  if  he  told  of  it.  That  with  many  other  similar 
acts  have  never  been  reported  to  the  authorities.  Other  jiarties  knowing  the  facts  did 
not  dare  report  it  for  fear  of  being  treated  in  the  same  manner.  There  is  a  meeting  ot 
the  citizens  of  the  county  called  to-morrow  at  this  place,  as  they  say,  for  the  purpose 
of  condemning  and  discountenancing  the  action  of  the  mob  on  Saturday  night.  I  am 
unable  to  say  what  etfect  the  presence  of  troops  may  have  upon  them.  It  is  my  opin- 
ion that  a  large  number  of  troops  will  be  required  in  this  vicinity  to  jirotect  the  loyal 
citizens  from  this  organized  band  of  outlaws. 

It  was  first  reported  to  me  that  the  leader  of  the  band,  "  K.  K.  K.,"  is  in  town ;  his 
name  is  Moore. 

It  is  well  known  here  that  he  is  their  leader,  and  yet  he  goes  boldly  about  town,  and 
no  one  dares  to  interfere  with  him.  Many  of  the  people  here  tell  me  that  they  are  as 
well  organized  as  our  Army.  No  arrests  have  been  made  for  any  of  the  above-named 
oftenses.  This  band  of  outlaws  is  said  to  be  about  880  strong  in  this  county.  There 
was  about  100  in  the  party  that  was  here  Saturday  night.  They  all  wear  white  gowns 
and  paper  hats,  and  are  all  masked ;  their  horses  are  all  dressed  in  white.  I  will 
advise  you  of  all  matters  of  importance  as  they  occur. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  McTAGGART, 
Lieutenant  Seventeenth  Begiment  TJ.  S.  Infantry, 

Commanding  Detachment  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

Colonel  S.  H.  Haysiax, 

Commanding  Post  of  Raleigh,  Baleigh,  N.  C. 

Official : 

A.  H.  M.  TAYLOR, 
First  Lieutenant  Seventeenth  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 

Official  copy 

LOUIS  V.  CAZIARC, 
Aide-de-Camp,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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•  Headquarters  Post  of  Raleigh,  N.  C, 

EaMgh,X.  C,  March  5,  1870. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  an  official  report  received  this 
date  fi'om  Lieutenant  C.  P.  McTaggart,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  conimauding  sub-post 
of  Graham,  Alamance  Connty,  North  Carolina,  accompanied  with  the  original  inclosures. 
In  view  of  the  disturbed  condition  of  affairs  throughout  the  State,  and  the  urgent 
necessity  which  may  soon  arise  to  enforce  martial  law,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  make 
a  special  report  of  the  condition  of  my  conmiand. 

Company  E,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  is  so  reduced  in  numbers  as  to  greatly  impair  its 
efficiency,  while  Comi3any  F  is  largely  made  up  of  recruits,  who  are  without  proper 
instruction ;  hence  it  wiU  be  seen  that  the  garrison  at  the  present  time  is  scarcely 
competent  to  perform  the  duty  likely  to  be  required  as  above  indicated. 

The  governor  will  probably  declare  martial  law  on  the  7th  instant,  in  Alamance 
County,  and  it  is  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  necessary  to  hold  all  the  available  troops 
in  the  department  in  readiness  to  move  promptly. 

I  shall  use  as  many  troops  from  my  j)ost  as  can  possibly  be  spared,  but  respectfully 
recommend  that  such  additional  force  may  be  placed  at  my  disposal  as  will  enable  me, 
when  martial  law  is  xiroclaimed,  to  arrest  tlie  criminals  concerned  in  the  murders  and 
outrages  in  Alamance  County,  in  case  of  resistance,  which  is  fully  anticipated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  HAYMAN, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Seventeenth  Regiment  Infantry, 

Brevet  Colonel  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding  Post. 
Official  copy ; 

LOUIS  y.  CAZIARC, 
Aide-dc-Camp,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
First  Lieutenant  L.  V.  Caziarc, 

A.  D.  C.  and  A.  A.  A.  G.  Department  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Va. 


Headquarters  Post  of  Graha:m, 

Graham,  N.  C,  March  6,  1870. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  action  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  this  vicinity  since 
my  last  report.  Tliey  visited  the  Company  Shops  on  Friday  night,  and  went  to  the 
house  of  Mr.  Boon,  the  gentleman  whose  life  they  threatened  the  night  before;  not 
iinding  him  at  home  they  went  away  without  doing  any  damage.  Mr.  Boon  returned 
from  Raleigh  this  morning,  and  has  just  left  this  camp.  He  says  he  is  afraid  to  go  home. 
The  meeting  held  here  yesterday  by  the  citizens  did  not  amount  to  anything;  there  was 
quite  a  large  gathering;  their  object  was  to  denouuce  the  action  of  the  mob,  or  gang  of 
outlaws,  and  to  pass  resolutions  of  that  kind,  and  to  have  them  published  to  make  peo- 
ple think  that  this  was  only  an  individual  case,  so  as  to  prevent  any  report  of  it ;  but 
after  finding  that  it  had  been  reported  and  troops  already  heie.  they  talked  the  matter 
over  outside  of  the  court-house,  and  did  not  even  call  the  meeting  to  order.  Most  of 
them  either  Ixlonged  to  the  gang  or  were  their  fritnids;  the  mass  of  them  weie  very 
indignant  at  the  sight  of  the  soldiers.     Moore,  the  leader  of  the  gang,  told  Mr.  Barham, 

a  loyal  man,  that  it  was  the  fault  of  five  men  in  this  town,  this  case,  that  the  d d 

blu<'-coated  sous  of  bitches  were  brought  here.  He  managed  to  get  in  a  tight  with  Mr. 
Barham  before  he  left,  and  beat  him  very  bad  ;  the  pcsople  tell  me  one  of  his  legs  is 
broken.  I  have  not  seen  him  since.  I  was  told  yesterday  of  several  murders  they  bad 
committed  within  the  last  few  months,  and  none  of  them  were  reported  to  the  author- 
ities. 

Two  colored  men  came  to  mo  yesterday  and  told  me  that  they  had  not  slept  in  their 
own  house  for  over  a  month,  they  having"  been  taken  out  some  time  before  and  whipped. 
A  few  nights  ago  they  left  a  coffi'n  at  Esquire  McAdam's  door,  and  fired  three  shots,  and 
then  rode  of.  They  left  a  note  on  bis  gate,  saying,  "  Beware,  ye  guilty!''  also  saying  if 
the  coffin  did  not  fit  they  would  bring  him  one  on  Friday  night  that  woukl.  I  inclose 
one  of  their  fine  specimens  that  was  put  np  on  the  door  of  the  clerk's  office  in  the  court- 
house. The  colored  school  is  broken  up  and  the  teacher  left  town.  They  gave  ojit  no- 
tice yesterday  that  they  would  call  iu  after  one  white  man  and  one  colored  man  to  hang 
them.  Many  of  the  citizens  thought  they  intended  to  attack  the  camp.  We  were  up 
and  under  arms  all  night,  praying  that  they  might  come;  but  morning  came  and  no 
Kn-Klux.  I  have  a  sufficient  force  to  keep  them  out  of  the  town  ;  but  unless  there  are 
some  steps  taken  to  arrest  them,  they  can  go  about  the  county  connnitting  depreda- 
tions with  impunity.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  only  way  they  can  bo  found  out  is 
through  detectives'and  troops  stationed  at  two  or  three  dilferent  places,  with  instruc- 
tions to  fire  ui)on  and  captiue  any  gang  of  them  they  may  see.  I  was  at  a  loss  last 
night  whether  to  attack  them,  if  they  came  in  town  and  did  not  ofler  to  molest  me,  or 
not ;  but  I  had  made  up  my  mind  if  any  armed  body  of  men  came  in  disguise,  whether 
peaceable  or  not,  to  arrest  them ;  and  if  they  refused  to  surrender,  to  tire  on  them, 
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knowing  full  well  that  they  were  a  gang  of  outlaws.  This  gang  never  disturbs  the 
peace  more  than  one  hour  at  a  time,  and  that  is  in  the  dead  hour  of  night.  They  steal 
in  on  their  victim,  gag  him,  take  him  out  and  hang  him,  and  even  his  nearest  neighbors 
would  not  know  for  some  time.  I  think  the  presence  of  troops  here  will  have  a  good 
effect.  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  would  have  been  in  here  last  night,  had  it  not  been 
for  our  presence  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  McTAGGART, 
Lieutenant  Seventeenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post, 
Colonel  S.  B.  Hayman, 

Commanding  Post  of  Ealeigh,  Ealeigh,  N.  C. 

Official  copy : 

A.  H.  M.  TAYLOR, 
First  Lieutenant  Seventeenth  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 
Official  copy : 

LOUIS  V.  CAZIARC, 
Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Post  op  Ealeigh, 

Ealeigh,  North  Carolina,  March  7,  1870. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  \o  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Lieu- 
tenant C.  P.  McTaggart,  Seventeenth  United  States  Infantry,  of  the  6th  instant,  for  the 
information  of  the  brevet  major  general  commanding  Department  of  Virginia.    This 
report  is  fully  confirmed  by  respectable  citizens. 

The  governor  will  probably  issue  a  proclamation  to-day  declaring  Alamance  County 
in  a  state  of  insurrection,  and  I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  an  additional  force 
of  at  least  two  hundred  men  be  sent  to  this  State,  and  be  directed  to  proceed  to  such 
jioints  as  the  general  may  select  in  Alamance  County,  where  the  civil  authorities  are 
openly  defied,  and  murder  and  other  outrages  perpetrated  ui)ou  loyal  people  with  im- 
punity. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  necessary  arrests  cannot  be  made  without  a  collision  with 
an  organized  force  engaged  in  sedition ;  hence  the  necessity  of  more  troops  to  sustain 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  Government ;  and  I  further  recommend  that  tlie  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  in  Alamance  County  be  suspended  by  the  proper  authority  until  the 
insurrection  is  suppressed. 

A  sergeant  and  ten  men  will  be  sent  to-night  to  the  Company  Shops,  about  two  miles 
west  of  Graham,  to  protect  the  postmaster  and  other  citizens  at  that  place.  I  have  in- 
structed Lieutenant  McTaggart  to  do  nothing  to  provoke  an  attack,  but  to  protect  to 
the  extent  of  his  power  all  citizens  against  assault  and  outrage. 

No  information  or  orders  relating  to  the  insurrectionists  should  be  sent  by  telegraph 
as  it  will  probably  be  communicated  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  HAYMAN, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Seventeenth  United  States  Infantry, 
Brevet  Colonel  United  States  Army,  Commanding  Post. 
Lieutenant  Louis  V.  Caziarc, 

A.  D.  C.  and  A.  A.  A.  G.,  Department  of  Virginia,  Eichnond,  Virginia. 

Official  copy : 

LOUIS  V.  CAZIARC, 
Aid-dc-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Executive  Department,  State  of  North  Carolina, 

Ealeigh,  March  7,  1870. 

Ordered :  General  A.  W.  Fisher,  adjutant  general  of  North  Carolina,  will  immedi- 
ately report  in  person  to  Major  General  Canby,  commanding  department  at  Richmond, 
Virginia,  and  state  to  the  general  commanding  the  inability  of  tlie  civil  autliorities  to 
protect  life  and  projiertyin  several  counties  in  this  State,  and  earnestly  request  that  a 
larger  force  of  United  States  troops  be  sent  here  at  once. 

W.  W.  HOLDEN,  Govet-noi: 

[Great  seal  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina.] 
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Executive  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Balckjh,  March  10,  1870. 

Sir  :  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  declare  the  county  of  Alamance,  in  this  State,  in 
a  state  of  insurrection. 

The  copy  of  my  proclamation,  herewith  inclosed,  of  date  March  7,  1870,  contains 
some  of  the  reasons  for  this  step. 

There  exists  in  this  State  a  secret,  oath-bound,  armed  organization,  which  is  hostile 
to  the  State  government  and  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Bands  of  these 
armed  men  ride  at  night  through  various  neighborhoods,  whipping  and  maltreating 
peaceable  citizens,  hanging  some,  burning  churches,  and  breaking  up  schools  which 
have  been  established  for  the  colored  people.  These  outrages  aie  almost  invariably 
committed  on  persons,  white  and  colored,  who  are  most  devoted  in  their  feelings  and 
conduct  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  cannot  rely  upon  the  militia  to  repress  these  outrages,  for  the  reason  that  in  the 
localities  in  which  these  outrages  occur  white  militia  of  the  proper  character  cannot 
be  obtained,  and  it  would  but  aggravate  the  evil  to  employ  colored  militia.  Besides, 
the  expense  of  calling  out  the  militia  would  be  greater  than  our  people  could  well  bear 
in  their  jjresent  impovcrishad  condition.  Federal  troops  inspire  terror  among  evil- 
doers, and  they  have  the  confidence  and  respect  of  a  majority  of  our  people.  We 
therefore  look  to,  and  rely  on,  the  Federal  Government  to  aid  us  in  repressing  these 
outrages  and  in  restoring  peace  and  good  order. 

If  Congress  would  authorize  the  suspension  by  the  President  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  certain  localities,  and  if  criminals  could  be  arrested  and  tried  before  military 
tribunals  ami  shot,  we  should  soon  have  peace  and  order  throughout  all  this  country. 
The  remedy  will  be  a  sharp  and  bloody  one,  but  it  is  as  indispensable  as  was  the  sup- 
l)ression  of  the  rebellion. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  you  will  issue  to  the  commanding  general  of  this  Department  as 
stringent  orders  in  this  matter  as  the  present  laws  will  allow.  The  commanding  gen- 
eral has  been  prompt  to  respond  to  the  extent  of  the  power  which  he  has,  but  I  fear 
this  power  will  not  be  adequate  to  effect  the  desired  result. 

I  have  the  honor  to  indose  a  copy  of  the  State  law  under  which  my  proclamation 
was  issued.  Also,  a  pamphlet  containing  the  testimony  of  witnesses  in  the  preliminary 
examination  of  the  Lenoir  County  prisoners,  which  will  afford  some  idea  of  the  organi- 
zation and  objects  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  HOLDEN,  Governor. 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  United  States. 


fTelegram.] 

General  Canby: 

In  reply  to  your  dispatches  concerning  troubles  in  North  Carolina,  the  Secretary  of 
War  desires  that  a  few  companies  be  sent  to  the  district  in  insurrection,  Avhich  you 
will  do. 
By  command  of  General  Sherman. 

E.  D.  TO\VNSEND, 

Adjutant  General. 


AN  ACT  to  secure  the  better  protection  of  life  and  property. 

Section  1.  The  general  assembly  of  Xorth  Carolina  do  enact,  That  the  governor  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  whenever  in  his  judgment  the  civil  authorities  in 
any  county  are  unable  to  protect  its  citizens  in  the  enjoyment  of  life  and  property,  to 
declare  such  county  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  and  to  call  into  active  service  the 
militia  of  the  State  to  such  an  extent  as  may  become  necessary  to  suppress  such  insur- 
rection; and  in  such  case  the  governor  is  further  authorized  to  call  upon  the  President 
for  such  assistance,  if  any,  as  in  his  judgment  uiay  be  necessary  to  enforce  the  law. 

Sec.  2.  That  upon  motion  of  a  solicitor  of  a  district,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  judge 
thereof  to  remove  the  trial  of  any  person  who  has  been,  or  who  hereafter  may  be,  in- 
dicted in  any  county  in  the  State  for  murder,  conspiracy,  or  violation  of  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  making  the  act  of  going  masked,  disguised,  or  painted,  a  felony,"  ratified  the 
twelfth  day  of  April,  anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  from 
the  county  in  wliich  such  offense  may  have  been  committed  to  such  other  county  in 
his  district,  or  adjoining  district,  as  the  solicitor  may  designate  ;  and  any  judge  before 
whom  such  case  is  pending  may,  upon  his  own  motion,  make  such  removal. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  expenses  attending  the  calling  of  the  militia  into  actual  service,  as 
hirein  provided,  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  State,  upon  the  warrant  of  the 
governor ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of  the  county  declared  to  be  in 
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a  state  of  insurrection,  anil  in  which  such  service  was  rendered,  to  reimburse,  within 
one  year,  the  treasurer  of  the  State  the  expenses  thus  paid  :  Provided,  That  whenever 
a  person  or  persons  shall  be  convicted  of  a  violation  of  any  offense  mentioned  in  section 
second  of  this  act,  said  expenses  of  the  militia  shall  be  taxed  in  the  bill  of  costs  against 
the  person  or  persons  convicted,  and  when  collected  the  same  shall  be  paid  in  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  county. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  cost,  on  conviction  under  an  indictment  in  section  second  of  this  act, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  commissioners  of  the  county  where  the  offense  was  committed,  on 
the  certiticate  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  where  the  trial  may  be  had,  and  if  necessary, 
said  commissioners  vshall  levy  a  tax  for  that  i)urpose  on  all  subjects  of  taxation  in  said 
county,  and  execution  in  favor  of  said  county  shall  issue  against  the  property  of  the 
person  convicted  for  the  cost  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  5.  Tliat  all  laws  and  clauses  of  laws  in  conflict  with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 
Sec.  6.  That  this  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  ratification. 
Ratified  the  29th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1870 

JO.  W.  HOLDEN, 

S2)e(il'cr  of  House, 
TOD.  R.  CALDWELL, 

President  of  Senate, 

State  of  North  Carolina,  Office  Secretary  of  State, 

Baleigh,  February  3,  1870. 
I,  Henry  J.  Menninger,  secretary  of  state,  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true 
copy  of  the  original  act  on  file  in  this  ofiice. 

H.  J.  MENNINGER, 

Secretary  of  State, 


AIS  ACT  to  prescribe  the  power  and  duty  of  the  governor  in  respect  to  fugitives  from  justice. 

Section  1.  The  general  assembly  of  North  Carolina  do  enact,  That  the  governor,  on 
information  made  to  him  of  any  person  having  committed  a  felony,  and  of  having  fled 
to  parts  unknown,  whether  within  or  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State,  may  issue 
his  proclamation,  and  therein  offer  a  reward  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  case,  for  the  apprehension  and  delivery  of  such  fugitives  to 
any  common  jail  in  the  State. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  reward  authorized  in  the  preceding  section  shall  be  paid  to  the  per- 
son or  perscms  wlio  may  arrest  and  cause  to  be  committed  such  fugitive  ;  but  no  part 
thereof  shall  be  paid  to  any  sheriff  or  other  peace  officer  whose  duty  it  is  by  law  to 
pursue  and  arrest  felons  fleeing  from  justice,  and  whom  the  governor,,  on  satisfactory 
evidence,  may  deem  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  default  in  making  such  pursuit  and  arrest 
previous  to  issuing  any  proclamation. 

Sec.  r?.  That  the  governor  is  directed,  upon  information  made  to  him  of  any  sheriff 
or  other  peace  officer  having  failed  to  discharge  his  duty  in  j)ursuing  and  arresting 
felons,  as  prescribed  in  the  second  section,  chapter  thirty-five  of  the  revised  code,  to 
cause  the  facts  of  such  failure  or  neglect  on  the  jjart  of  a  peace  officer  to  be  laid  before 
the  solicitor  of  the  State  for  the  judicial  district  in  which  such  delinquent  peace  officer 
may  reside,  to  the  end  that  he  may  be  indicted  for  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  governor,  either  with  or  withoxit  issuing  the  proclamation  author- 
ized by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  be  and  he  is  hereby  further  empowered  to  employ 
a  detective  force,  as  he  may  deem  sufficient,  to  pursue  and  apprehend  any  felon  who  is 
a  fugitive  from  justice,  whether  within  or  without  the  limits  of  the  State;  and  such 
detective  force  shall  be  in  all  things  subject  to  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  gov- 
ernor; shall  report  to  him  from  time  to  time,  and  be  paid  by  him  for  services,  in  no 
case  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  arrest  and  safe  delivery  to  jail  of  any  one 
felon. 

Sec.  .5.  That  the  governor  is  authorized  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the  public  treasurer, 
from  time  to  time,  for  sufficient  sums  of  money  for  the  pui-poses  required  by  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this  act 
are  repealed. 

Sec.  7.  That  this  act  shall  take  efifect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  ratification. 

Ratified  this  19th  day  of  February.  A.  D.  1869. 

JO.  W.  HOLDEN, 
Speaker  House  of  liepresentatives. 
TOD.  R.  CALDWELL, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
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State  of  North  Carolina, 

Office  Secretary  of  State, 

BaJeUjli,  March  24,  1869. 
I,  Henry  J.  Menninger,  secretary  of  state,  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true 
coijy  of  the  original  act  on  file  in  this  office. 

HENRY  J.  IMENNINGER, 

Secretary  of  State. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  act  of  the  legislature,  his  excellency  Governor  Holden 
appointed  Cajjtain  L.  H.  Mowers,  of  this  city,  a  special  detective,  and  assigned  to  him 
the  arduous  tusk  of  ferreting  out  the  perpetrators  of  the  terrible  and  well-known 
Bridge  murders,  and  the  members  of  the  lawless  band  which  has  been  a  horror  to  the 
law-abiding  citizens  of  Lenoir  and  surrounding  counties  for  a  long  time. 

The  tirst  of  April,  five  months  ago,  he  entered  on  his  duties,  and  has  ever  since 
worked  with  unremitting  energy,  with  the  one  object  hi  view — namely,  bringing  crini- 
nals  and  outlaws  before  a  lawful  tribunal  to  answer  the  demands  of  a  just  law. 

For  months  success  did  not  seem  to  crown  his  endeavors,  and  those  not  acquainted 
with  the  duties  he  was  performing  (and  few  understood  his  mission)  were  led  to 
believe  that  no  check  was  being  placed  on  wholesale  crime.  Life  was  uncertain,  and 
the  poor  man  had  no  security  that  the  morning  would  find  him  in  possession  of  the 
horse  or  mule  necessary  to  work  his  little  crop.  Still  Detective  Mowers  labored, 
silently  but  faithfully,  and  so  closely  did  he  follow  in  the  train  of  the  gang  that  a  few 
weeks  ago  three  men  turned  State's  evidence,  acknowledged  the  crimes,  gave  the  names 
of  the  perpetrators,  and  assisted  in  their  arrest.  Tlie  result  was  that  in  one  night  he 
made  a  haul  of  eighteen  men  more  or  less  implicated  in  the  crimes  which  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  tlie  following  day  they  were  lodged  in  Craven  County  jail.  Three  others 
were  afterward  added  to  the  number,  and  their  examination  before  Judge  Thomas  and 
the  disposal  of  tliem  till  the  next  terra  of  Lenoir  and  Greene  counties  superior  courts  is 
con-ectly  produced  in  this  pamphlet. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Detective  Mowers  for  the  energy,  endurance,  and 
persistiuicy  he  has  manifested  in  working  up  the  cases  and  bringing  them  before  a  proper 
tribunal. 


Constitutional  Union  Guards,  ) 

alias  > 

Ku-Klux  Klan.  ) 

Preliminary  examination  of  the  Lenoir  Comity  prisoners  on  the  charge  of  conspiracy, 
murder,  arson,  &c.,  before  Hon.  C.  R.  Thomas,  judge  of  the  third  judicial  district  of 
North  Carolina,  begau  at  Newbern,  North  Carolina,  August  31,  1869. 

Council  for  the  State,  Wm.  J.  Clarke,  Augustus  S.  Seymour,  and  R.  F.  Lehman, 
esqs. 

Council  for  the  defendants,  George  Green,  Charles  C.  Clarke,  Frederick  C.  Roberts, 
Henry  R.  Bryan,  and  A.  Gr  Hubbard,  esqs. 

examination  of  a  part  of  the  lexoir  county  prisoners. 
First  day. — A  horrible  tale  of  murder  and  other  crimes.— Appearance  of  A,  Monroe. 

Yesterday  afternoon  at  three  o'clock  A.  Monroe,  a  lawyer  of  Kinston,  was  brought 
before  .Judge  Thomas  at  the  court-house  in  this  city,  on  an  affidavit  of  James  Free- 
man, jailor.  He,  in  company  with  others,  was  charged  with  taking  five  prisoners  from 
jail,  and  was  also  charged  in  another  warrant  with  murdering  five  prisoners  who  had 
been  lawfully  confined  in  the  Kinston  jail.  R.  F.  Lehman,  W.  J.  Clarke,  and  A.  S. 
Seymour,  esqs.,  appeared  for  the  State,  and  George  Green,  F.  C.  Roberts,  H.  R.  Bryan, 
and  A.  G.  Hubbard,  esqs.,  for  the  defendant. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendant  were  not  ready  for  an  examination,  and  after  much 
controversy  the  examination  was  set  down  for  Saturday,  September  4. 

Judge  Thomjis  did  not  understand  why  the  prisoner  should  not  be  examined  by  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Lenoir  County,  and  was  informed  by  W.  C.  Clarke,  esq.,  that 
evidence  was  in  his  possession  to  prove  that  no  justice  of  the  peace  in  that  county  dare 
examine  the  case  impartially.    The  prisoner  was  remanded  to  the  sherifi's  keeping. 

Examination  of  Richard  Sutton  and  JVilliam  Cooker. 

The  above-named  prisoners  were  arrested  charged  with  felony,  on  the  strength  of  an 
.affidavit  sworn  to  by  Jesse  Parrott,  (colored,)  to  the  effect  that  on  the  14tli  of  March 
they,  in  company  with  others,  stole  from  the  said  Jesse  Parrott  one  horse  and  mule  and 
a  pair  of  shoes.     The  same  counsel  appeared  on  both  sides  as  in  t!ie  case  of  Monroe. 
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The  counsel  for  the  defense  waved  au  examination,  and  offered  to  give  bail ;  counsel 
for  tlie  State  refused,  and  on  being  asked  the  reason  stated  that  it  was  common  for 
persons  to  be  accidentally  killed  when  convenient,  and  they  wished  the  evidence  of  the 
■witnesses  on  record  that  they  might  be  sure  of  it  at  the  trial;  also  that  it  might  servo 
as  a  kind  of  life-preserver  for  the  witness,  making  it  useless  to  kill  liim. 

Jesse  Parrott,  (colored,)  being  sworn,  Avas  examined  by  R.  F.  Lehman,  esq.: 

I  live  in  Lenoir  County,  about  six  miles  above  Kiuston  ;  always  lived  there,  near  Jesse 
Waters,  between  the  railroad  and  the  county  road,  on  Falliug  Creek ;  I  have  a  family  ; 
I  know  Richard  Sutton  and  William  Cooker ;  there  they  are,  (pointing  to  the  prisoners ;) 
have  been  knowing  them  some  better  than  three  years ;  they  live  in  Lenoir  County, 
about  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  me;  as  much  as  that  at  least;  they  came  to  my 
house  between  midnight  and  day,  this  last  ilarch  three  years  ago,  about' the  14th  of  the 
mouth  ;  there  were  four  or  five  more  with  them  ;  I  did  not  know  the  others ;  they  came 
with  pistols ;  they  said,  "  Hallo,  old  man,  got  any  drinking  water  f "  I  said  yes,  and'got  up 
and  gave  them  some;  I  then  started  the  fire,  and  four  men  popped  in  and  took  my  gun 
and  pistol  away,  and  said,  "  Old  man,  we  were  sent  to  take  your  arms ;  the  captain  sent 
us;"  I  told  them  I  had  not  heard  of  any  such  orderment ;  they  then  took  a  pair  of 
shoes  which  belonged  to  my  daughter;  I  said,  "Please  don't  take  my  horses,  the}-  are 
all  I  have  got;"  I  heard  them,  leading  them  out;  they  would  not  let  me  go  out  doors; 
they  stood  between  me  and  the  door. 

After  hearing  the  evidence  the  i)arties  were  bound  over  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars  for  their  ajppearauce  at  the  next  term  of  the  Lenoir  County  superior  court. 

Hichard  Sutton  charged  ivilh  murder.  • 

Richard  Sutton  was  charged  with  the  murder  (in  company  with  others)  of  Lewis 
Cogden,  colored,  in  Lenoir  County.  The  same  counsel  on  both  sides  as  before.  Thomas 
Waters  and  Joseph  P.  Parrott  were  sworn,  and  Thomas  Waters  examined  by  the  State's 
attorney. 

I  will  be  28  years  of  age  the  16th  of  next  October ;  I  live  in  Lenoir  County,  seven 
miles  west  of  Kiuston;  I  have  been  acquainted  with  Richard  Sutton  four  or  five  years, 
I  started  to  take  Lewis  Cogden,  colored,  to  jail  at  Snow  Hill,  and  he  was  taken  out  of 
the  buggy  to  a  field  and  killed;  he  was  shot  by  Richard  Sutton  ;  I  was  present  aud  saw 
Sutton  slioot  him ;  this  occurred,  I  think,  in  Greene  County,  near  the  line  between  Greene 
ana  Lenoir ;  he  was  killed,  and  Mr.  Suggs,  one  of  the  murderers,  called  on  me  to  go 
and  assist  in  burying  him ;  Sutton  fired  on  him  Avith  a  pistol,  and  I  found  him,  in  a 
clay  or  so,  dead;  he  fell  when  the  iiistol  tired  ;  Elisha  Suggs  left  the  buggy  in  the  road, 
aud  went  to  the  bodj^  and  said  he  was' not  dead,  and  said  Ave  ought  to  go  back  and 

finish  the  d d  son  of  a  b h ;  Suggs  said  the  hogs  would  x»robably  get  to  dragging 

him  around,  and  the  people  in  the  neighborhood  Avould  find  it  out ;  Sutton  rode  off  on 
his  horse  or  mule  as  soon  as  the  buggy  could  be  turned  around ;  I  was  in  the  buggy 
with  Cogden,  and  Suggs  and  Sutton  Avere  on  horseback  ;  LcAvis  Cogden  Avas  a  colored 
man ;  I  went  and  helped  Suggs  bury  him ;  it  was  a  dark  night,  and  Snggs  looked 
around  in  the  field  a  good  while  before  he  found  him;  it  was  au  old  pine  field  where 
we  carried  him  Avhen  he  Avas  shot ;  at  the  time  he  Avas  shot  I  was  raking  up  a  little 
pine  straw  to  make  a  fire  and  warm  my  hajids ;  it  was  in  the  CA'cning;  Sutton,  Cogden, 
and  I  were  together  in  the  field  when  Cogden  was  shot ;  I  did  not  shoot  him  ;  Cogden 
had  robbed  a  good  deal,  and  I  thought  we  could  make  him  tell  who  were  in  the  party 
with  him  stealing,  and  while  I  was  warming  my  hands  Sutton  shot  him  ;  I  Avas  going 
to  threaten  to  kill  him  if  ho  Avould.  not  tell  aa'Iio  Avere  concerned  Avith  him  ;  I  think  he 
Avas  shot  in  the  back  and  head;  Iato  shots  Avere  fired  ;  at  the  first  shot  he  fell  on  his 
knees  and  head,  and  Sutton  then  shot  him  again  ;  the  Taylor  boys  Avere  after  him  to 
arrest  him  ;  he  had  robbed  Mr.  Taylor ;  I  went  up  to  Mr.  Cooker's  aud  asked  him  to  go 
with  me  ;  Avhen  we  found  him  he  had  been  arrested  ;  he  told  on  a  felloAv  named  Cec- 
tou  ;  we  were  none  of  us  officers  ;  the  Taylor  boys  said  they  had  a  Avarrant ;  I  had  heard 
of  a  good  many  being  an-ested  without  a  warrant ;  we  called  aud  got  Suggs  and  Aveut 
for  Bectou,  but  fouud  he  had  been  arrested  and  carried  to  Snow  Hill  jail,  so  Ave  started 
for  the  jail  with  Cogden ;  when  we  got  to  an  old  field  Suggs  said,  "  Let's  stop  and  make 
liim  tell  the  truth  or  kill  him,"  and  when  I  was  Avarmiug  my  hands  Sutton  shot  him ; 
he  was  tied ;  Sutton  didn't  say  a  Avord  Avhen  he  fired  on  Cogden. 

Cross-examined  by  George  Giieex,  esq. : 

I  was  acting  as  a  policeman  in  Lenoir  County.  I  was  not  discharged  or  sworn  in  ; 
do  not  knoAV  AAhether  I  was  then  acting  or  not ;  had  had  scA'eral  orders  from  Captain 
Higgins.  I  Avas  pursuing  Cogden,  not  as  a  policeman  but  to  get  the  robbers.  I  had 
been  arresting  witliout  Avarrants.  Sir.  Lassiter  was  justice  of  the  i)eace  ;  he  did  not 
put  the  colored  man  in  my  possession.  I  borrowed  a  buggy  at  Mosely  Hall.  I  did  not 
siimvwns  Sutton  and  Cooker  ;  they  had  Cogden  in  Lassiter's  Grove  ;  his  advice  Avas  to 
take  Cogden  to  jail.  I  Avas  not  at  Kinston  Avhen  I  was  appointed  policeman.  I  was 
appointed  by  Colonel  Upham.     Lassiter  said,   '•  Don't   alloAv   Cogden  to  be  killed." 

VII 
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Cooker  left  us  as  we  turned  to  go  to  Snow  Hill :  lie  was  drunk  and  carried  off  my  instol, 
and  I  have  not  seen  it  since.  We  went  on  to  the  old  stage  road  from  Kiuston.  We 
stopped  at  father's  long  enough  to  get  a  bottle  of  whisky  and  some  Inead.  I  drank 
every  time  the  others  took  a  drink.  I  told  of  the  murder  for  the  first  time  about 
a  week  ago.  Mr.  Parrott  said  the  detective  Avas  finding  out  a  good  deal  about  this 
mischief  which  had  been  going  on  for  the  last  few  years,  and  that  he  had  something 
against  me.  I  said  if  I  was  called  on  I  should  state  tacts  about  what  I  knew.  I 
thought  he  had  heard  about  the  murder,  and  I  would  tell  what  I  knew.  I  thought  by 
telling  it  that  I  would  stop  some  of  it.  My  ovni  life  had  been  threatened,  and  I  told 
Captain  Mowers  of  my  own  accord.     He  made  me  no  promises. 

Joseph  P.  Parrott  being  called  and  examined  by  A.  S.  SEYMorR,  esq.,  testified: 
I  was  twenty-five  years  old  last  April.  Eichard  Sutton  said  to  m'e  that  he,  in  company 
with  Thomas  Waters  and  Joshua  Suggs,  killed  Lewis  Cogden,but  said  he  was  not  any 
more  guilty  than  the  rest,  and  asked  me  if  I  could  help  him  out  of  troulde  ;  and  I  said 
I  did  not  know  as  I  could,  but  would  do  what  I  could  for  him.  He  said  they  killed 
Cogden  ;  said  they  Avcre  under  the  influence  of  liquor. 

Cross-examined  by  Georgk  Green,  esq. : 

He  told  me  of  the  nuirder  since  he  has  been  in  Craven  street  jail,  the  24th  of  August. 
Sheriif  Tinker  was  there,  and  William  Coidcer,  Richard  L.  Wooten,  and  Captain  Mow- 
ers. ]Mr.  Wooten  had  a  talk  with  him.  Mr.  Wooten  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  room 
when  Sutton  told  me  of  tlie  murder,  and  asked  me  if  I  could  lielp  him  out  of  trouble. 
He  asked  me  if  I  tlumght  it  would  be  best  for  him  to  make  a  statement.  I  said  perhaps 
it  would,  and  then  lie  told  mo  what  I  have  stated.  I  liave  been  engaged  in  arresting 
some  of  the  prisoners  from  Lenoir  County.  I  arrested  Sutton ;  Captain  Mowers  au- 
thorized nic  to  do  it. 

This  ended  the  case  for  the  day,  and  further  examination  will  be  resumed  this  morn- 
ing at  10  o'clock. 

The  cxaminaiion  of  the  Lenoir  County  Prisoners. 

SECOND   DAY. 

.Indge  Thomas  read  the  testimony  given  the  day  before  by  Joseph  P.  Parrott  in  re- 
gard to  killing  of  Lewis  Cogden.  and  Mr.  Parrott  subserii>ed  to  the  same. 

The, judge  required  Joseph  P.  Parrott  and  Thomas  Watcsrs  to  enter  in  bonds  of  $500 
each  for  tiieir  appearance  at  the  next  term  of  Greene  County  su])crior  court. 

C.  C.  Clarke,  esq.,  stated  that  the  warrant  in  the  case  of  Richard  Sutton  was  not 
'  served  till  Tuesday,  andthey  desired  the  case  continued  till  Saturday  next.  W.J.  Clarke, 
esq.,  answered  that  the  defi'use  was  aware  of  the  pending  examination  last  week. 
Giorgc  Green,  esq.,  stated  that  till  Tuesday  tliere  was  no  case  before  the  court,  and, 
tlicrefore,  no  witnesses  tould  liave  been  subpamaed.  Judge  Thomas  stated  that  he 
would  issue  subpnuias  for  witnesses  retnrnalile  Saturday  at  10  o'clock  a.  ni. 

W.  J.  Clarke,  esq.,  declared,  before  Judge  ThomaS  and  others  present,  that  the  exec- 
utive had  no  ol)ject  but  to  punish  the  guilty,  and.  if  possible,  banish  criminals  from 
the  land.  He  was  instructed  by  the  governor  to  arrest  no  man  unless  on  grave  suspicion. 
Some  of  our  witnesses  have  lied,  and  there  is  no  i)robability  of  their  early  return ; 
therefore,  he  moved  that  William  Pool  and  William  Wiggins,  accused  of  the  murder 
of  James  Grant,  be  discharged,  and  James  Wiggins,  Alexander  Sutton,  and  .Tames 
Dailey,  not  having  evidence  enough  to  hold  them,  lie  moved  that  they  also  be  set  at 
libert3'.  Tl»e  return  of  the  sheriff,  in  the  case  of  the  last-named  prisoners^  was  to  the 
efi'ect  that  they  were  given  into  his  keeping  by  Detective  Mowers,  and  that  he  received 
from  his  excellency  Governor  Ilohlen  a  telegram,  ordering  him  to  keep  them  safely 
till  they  were  examined  and  discharged  by  process  of  law.  The  first  above-named 
jirisoners  were  discharged. 

Thomas  Waters,  jr.,  J.  L.  Parker,  R.  F.  Hill,  Egbert  Hill,  Everett  Hill,  Alexander 
Dawson,  and  Benjamin  .Jones,  were  brought  into  court  confined  by  virtue  of  a  war- 
rant. The  name  of  Thomas  Waters  was  also  added  to  the  others  against  whom  there 
was  no  Avrit,  and  he  was  discliaiiicd. 

W.  .1.  Clark,  esq.,  stated  that  Nathan  Sutton  is  in  court  charged  with  receiving 
stolen  goods.  He  proposed  to  waive  an  examination  and  give  bonds  for  his  appear- 
ance before  the  superior  court. 

Tlie  judge  required  a  bond  of  .^5(iO,  and  Cicero  Green  was  given  and  received  as 
bondsman. 

Joseph  Lassiter  entered  into  the  recognizance  in  the  sum  of  $200  for  his  appearance 

the  Lenior  County  court  as  a  witness  in  the  case. 

The  case  of  William  B.  Nelson  was  brought  up  for  examination,  charged  with  arson, 
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ou  the  oath  of  Joseph  P.  Parrott,  that  Nelsou  burucA  the  grist-mill  house  of  Josepli 
Lassiter. 

"William  B.  Nelson  said : 

I  never  said  it.  I  was  teu  miles  away  at  the  time  the  mill  was  burned.  I  was  board- 
ing at  the  house  of  Austin  Williams,  near  Spring  Bank,  in  Wayne  County,  and  staid 
at  his  house  all  night  the  night  the  mill  was  burned.  The  mill  is  near  my  house,  but 
I  was  not  at  home,  and  I  cau  prove  it  to  your  satisfaction. 

By  Judge  Thomas  : 

Q.  Are  you  the  father  of  young  Nelson  who  is  in  jail  at  "Wilson  at  this  time  ? — A 
I  am. 

Q.  Are  you  the  man  who  testified  in  his  case  ? — A.  I  am. 

Stephen  Lassiter,  a  witness,  being  called,  was  not  in,  and  while  the  court  was  wait- 
ing for  him  to  return  George -Green,  esq.,  jiroposed  to  give  bail  for  all  prisoners,  that 
they  might  go  to  thejr  work.  "W.  J.  Clarke,  esq.,  stated  the  evidence  against  the  pris- 
oners was  such  that  he  thought  in  justice  to  the  State  they  must  take  down  the  testi- 
mony against  ereri/  man  accused  in  the  warrant. 

Awaiting  the  return  to  court  of  Stephen  Lassiter,  the  court  adjourned  till  3  o'clock 
p.  m. 

AFTEEXOON. 

Stephen  Lassiter  was  accepted  as  bondsman  for  Thomas  F.  Waters,  in  the  sum  of 
$200,  for  his  aiipearauce  at  the  examination  of  Kichard  Sutton,  clJarged  Avith  the  mur- 
der of  Lewis  Cogden.     The  examination  will  take  place  Saturday  next,  at  10  o'clock  a.  ni. 

Mr.  Stephex  Lassiter,  being  sworn  and  examined  by  A.  S.  Seymoue,  esq.,  testified 
I  reside  in  Lenoir  County,  Mosely  Hall  Township.  I  owned  the  mill  which  was  burned 
there.  It  was  burned  on  the  night  of  December  G,  1H68.  I  do  not  know  the  cause  of 
the  fire.  There  was  no  fire  about  the  mill.  It  must  have  been  set  on  fire.  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  W'm.  P.  Nelson.  After  the  fire  I  met  him.  He  seemed  to  l)e  sorry  that 
the  mill  was  burned,  and  said  if  I  would  rebuild  it  he  would  heli>  hew  the  timber.  He 
said  he  was  up  at  Spring  Bank,  in  W'ayne  County,  about  12  miles  from  the  mill,  when 
it  was  burned,  and  heard  of  it  the  next  day  about  3  o'clock.  Spring  Bank  is  about 
12  miles  from  my  house.  I  did  not  charge  Nelsou  Avith  setting  fire  to  the  mill ;  he 
volunteered  his  statements  about  Avhere  he  was  that  night.  I  think  last  .June  he  came 
to  me  and  said  that  he  understood  he  had  been  accused  of  burning  my  mill,  but  he  could 
prove  that  he  vras  at  Austin  "Williams's,  a  gentleman  that  lives  about  one  or  two  miles 
from  where  he  lived,  when  it  Avas  burned.  Austin  Williams's  house  is  betAveen  one  and 
two  miles  from  the  mill,  and  about  the  same  distance  from  Mr.  Nelson's  house.  I  ueA'er 
had  any  quarrel  Avith  Mr.  Nelsou,  and  he  ncAcr  had  any  with  me.  There  were  some 
horses  stolen  from  some  colored  men,  and  I  accused  his  sou  of  being  concerned  in  the 
theft,  and  if  there  was  any  hard  feeling  it  was  occasioned  by  that  circumstance  ;  (after- 
ward he  said  two  horses  from  tAvo  colored  men ;)  the  horses  were  stolen  at  the  time  of 
the  spring  term  of  the  Lenoir  County  court,  and  I  accused  him  of  stealing  them  soon 
after. 

Cross-examined  by  the  defense  : 
My  mill  was  burned  in  the  winter  of  1868  ;  I  do  not  know  how  it  was  set  on  fire ;  tlie 
mill  was  running  that  day  ;  two  men  Avere  at  Avork  there,  and  people  were  passing  ;  the 
hands  told  me  there  was  no  fire  in  the  mill  that  day  ;  I  do  not  know,  myself;  I  don't 
know  what  time  the  fire  broke  out ;  I  was  told  of  it  about  7  o'clock,  in  the  morning, 
and  got  there  about  8  o'clock.  The  miller  Avas  a  smoker.  Some  time  after  the  mill  Avas 
burned,  two  or  three  weeks  after,  I  saw  Mr.  Nelson,  and  he  said  he  was  sorry  it  was 
burned,  and  Avould  help  rebuild  it.  He  lives  about  half  a  mile  from  the  mill.  It  is 
a  public  mill.  Nelson  told  me  that  at  3  o'clock  the  day  after',  he  heard  the  mill  was 
burned  ;  he  said  he  could  ]>roA'e  by  Austin  Williams  that  he  staid  Avith  him  all  night. 
I  don't  knoAv  how  long  "Williams  has  liA^ed  there  ;  he  liAT'd  there  before  the  AAar,  and 
liA'es  there  since  ;  if  he  had  moA^ed  away  I  don't  know  it ;  I  do  not  know  Avhether  he 
liA'ed  at  Spiring  Bank  when  the  mill  was  burned.  I  don't  know  of  any  hard  feeling  that 
Mr.  Nelson  had  against  me  ;  I  accused  his  son  of  stealing  some  mules  of  some  colored 
men  the  spring  prcA'ious.  The  iieople  AA'ere  in  the  habit  of  passing  through  the  mill  ; 
parties  might  have  passed  through  the  mill  that  night  with  lights  ;  I  do  not  knoAA*  as 
they  are  in  the  habit  of  carrying  lights ;  I  haA'e  known  them  to  do  so. 

Questioned  by  A.  S.  Seymour,  esq. : 
I  Avas  told  that  there  was  no  grinding  done  there  that  night.     Austin  Williams,  I  am 
told,  lives  about  two  miles  from  ^Ir.  Nelson  ;  he  has  his  grist  ground  at  the  mill ;  I  don't 
knoAv  whether  he  has  ever  moved  aAvay  from  there ;  do  not  know  that  he  ever  moved 
away. 
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Joseph  P.'  Pakkott,  being  sworn  and  examiuecl  by  A.  S.  Seymour,  esq.,  testified : 
I  live  in  Lenoir  Coimty,  eigbt  miles  from  Kinston ;  I  know  J\lr.  Nelson  ;  Steiihen 
Lassiter's  mill  was  burned  December  6,  1S68 ;  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Nelson 
]a.st  April ;  I  had  never  seen  him  before  to  know  him.  Mr.  Nelson's  sou  told  his  father 
that  he  had  a  horse  from  me,  and  Mr.  Nelson  sent  for  me  to  see  if  it  was  my  horse  ;  be 
said  Mr.  Lassiter  had  been  prominent  in  havintj  his  sou  arrested,  and  he  had  burtied 

his  mill,  and  be  d d  if  he  didn't  do  it  again  if  he  rebuilt  it,  and  meant  to  kill  him 

too  ;  he  had  got  the  gun  in  his  house  that  he  iuteuded  to  do  it  with  ;  he  said  that  Jlr. 
Lassiter  had  abused  him  a  good  deal,  and  accused  him  of  raising  his  children  on  stolen 
beef,  and  no  man  should  prosper  who  lived  near  him  and  accused  him  of  raising  his 
children  on  stolen  beef. 

Cross-examined  by  George  Gkeex,  Clark,  and  Roberts,  osqs. : 
I  live  about  ten  miles  from  Mr.  Nelson  ;  had  not  seen  him  before  to  know  him  ;  he 
sent  for  me;  there  came  a  man  to  my  house  and  wanted  me  to  come  and  see  him.  Asa 
Waters  and  Joshua  Suggs  were  tliere  and  introduced  me;  they  were  present  when  the 
conversation  took  ])lace  ;  Mr.  Nelson  said  his  sou  had  been  caught  witli  a  horse,  which 
he  said  his  son  said  he  had  got  from  Mr.  Parrott ;  it  was  not  my  horse;  he  then 
abused  Mr.  Lassiter:  said  Mr.  Lassiter  had  accused  him  of  raising  his  children  ou 
stolen  beef;  that  he  had  burned  Mr.  Lassiter's  juill.  I  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Nelson, 
but  might  have  cursed  Mr.  Lassiter  a  little  when  Mr.  Nelson  said  Mr.  Lassiter  was  go- 
jug  (o  take  me  out  and  whip  me;  he  tokl  me  the  same  thing  twice;  Mr.  Nelson  said 
that  INlr.  Lassiter  said  I  was  one  of  the  regulators  who  was  going  round  stealing — one 
of  the  horse-thieves — and  he  would  be  one  of  the  men   to  raise  a  crowd  any  night  to 

take  nie  out  and  wliip  the  Ineath  out  of  the  d d  rascal ;  I  said  he  would  have   a 

happy  time  doing  it;  he  tohl  me  about  burning  the  mill,  more  than  once;  I  dou't 
know  just  what  time  in  the  conversation  be  told  me  what  Lassiter  said;  Lnfssiter  and 
Nelson  live  within  a  mile  or  two  of  each  other ;  Nelson  said  that  Lassiter's  mill-pond 
covered  some  of  liis  land;  the  mill  has  been  there  ever  since  I  knew  anything  aV)out 
it;  Stejdien  Lassiter  has  liad  it  since  the  deatli  of  his  father;  in  going  from  Stejiheu 
Lassiter's  house,  to  go  to  Nelson's,  yon  leave  the  mill  to  the  right:  I  staid  at  Mr. 
Nelson's  between  half  an  hour  and  an  hour;  got  no  licjuor  at  Nelson's;  went  to 
JMosely  Hall,  going  back,  and  got  some  ;  I  told  Mr.  Lassiter  a  month  ago  that  Mr. 
Nidson  burned  his  mill :  Nelson  told  me  he  did  last  April ;  I  did  not  deem  it  my  busi- 
ness to  go  and  tell  him,  but  told  him  while  talking  with  him. 

Questioned  by  A.  S.  Seymour,  esq. : 

There  were  other  parties  tliere  at  the  time;  they  will  tell  you  the  same  as  I  have,  if 
they  tell  the  truth  ;  when  the  pond  was  full  it  drowned  some  of  Nelson's  land,  and  he 
A\  anted  to  cultivate  it ;  I  don't  know  where  .Joshua  Suggs  and  William  Sutton  arc 
now;  I  hear  they  are  in  the  woods;  they  left  here  on  Sunday  evening;  they  got  a 
hand-car  in  Kinston  :  I  hearil  they  then  took  to  the  woods:  they  got  a  hand-car  from 
Mr.  i'lradim^ ;  Asa  Watei-s  ami  Joshua  Suggs  took  to  the  woods  because  they  had  been 
told  that  the  otiicers  here  were  going  to  get  what  they  could  out  of  them,  and  then  put 
them  through. 

Georgi:  Greex,  esq.,  wanted  to  probe  the  thing  to  the  l)ottom,  and  find  who  spirited 
the  men  away  ;  he  believed  either  the  State's  attorney  or  the  railroad  otficials  did  it; 
the  State  wanted  the  thing  explained;  they  were  sure  there  was  fraud. 

Thomas  Waters  was  called  by  A.  S.  Seymour,  esq.,  and  said  : 

I  came  from  Kinston  on  a  hand-car  Svniday  ;  I  got  it  from  R.  W.  King ;  I  told  him  I 
Avas  a  witness  here,  and  got  left  by  Saturday  night's  train  ;  he  let  Mr.  Bradine  bring 
lue  down,  and  when  1  gof  here  Suggs  said  I  was  a  d — d  fool ;  that  they  were  going  to 
]>ut  us  in  jail ;  so  I  went  back  to  Kinston  with  Suggs,  but  came  back  here  again  : 
Suggs  did  not  come  back. 

Mr.  Lassiter  was  called  by  A.  S.  Seymour,  esq.,  and  said  : 

The  Avater  covers  some  of  Nelson's  land  ;  lie  bought  it  of  Whitfield  ;  but  we  have  a 
deed  for  the  land  the  Avater  covers  Avhile  the  mill  is  up  ;  but  Avhen  it  goes  down  the 
land  goes  back  to  the  former  owiu-r.  I  heard  that  Nelson  said  he  Avas  going  to  plant 
c(nn  in  the  dry  mill-i)ond,  unless  I  could  make  shots  Uy  faster  than  he  couhl.  Nelson 
was  in  jjossession  of  the  land,  but  had  not  paid  for  it.  Nelson  thought  if  the  mill  AA'as 
burned  the  land  Avouhl  come  into  his  possession. 

Judge  Thomas  required  the  prisoner  to  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $500  for  his  appear- 
ance ut  the  next  term  of  the  superior  court  in  Lenior  County. 

Mr.  Lassiter  gaA'e  his  personal  recognizance  for  his  appearance  as  a  witness. 

^Ir.  Parrott  gaA'e  his  recognizance  to  aitjxav  in  future  cases. 

The  examination  Avill  be  resumed  at  10  o'clock  this  morning. 
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TJie  examination  of  the  Lenoir  Couniij  prisoners. 

THIRD  DAY. 

Franldin  Hill,  Everett  Hill,  Eoiijaiiiin  F.  Jones,  Alexander  Dawsou,  Jack  Parker, 
Egbert  Hill,  A.  Monroe,  and  Jcft'erson  Perry  wore  brought  before  Judge  Thomas, 
charged  with  conspiracy,  on  oath  of  Joseph  P.  Parrott. 

By  request  of  the  State's  attorney  a  nol.  pros,  was  entered  in  the  case  of  Alexander 
Dawson. 

R.  F.  Lehman,  esq.,  for  the  State,  said  :  We  will  proceed  against  the  x^risonei's  jointly 
after  they  have  severally  pleaded. 

Franklin  Hill  called,  i^lcaded  not  guilty  ;  Everett  Hill,  Benjamin  F.  Jones,  Jack  Par- 
ker, and  Egbert  Hill  answered  the  same.  A.  Monroe  also  answered  the  same,  and  said, 
"  I  have  never  conspired  against  the  laws  of  my  country  in  any  Way."  Jefferson  Perry 
lileaded  not  guilty. 

R.  F.  Lehman,  esq.,  for  the  State,  called  George  W.  Tillon,  Joseph  P.  Parrott,  and 
Joseph  Lassiter. 

George  W.  Tillox,  a  witness  for  the  State,  being  sworn,  said:  I  am  thirty-four 
years  old ;  I  am  a  late  resident  of  Lenoir  County;  I  have  lived  there  since  the  close  of 
the  war ;  I  am  a  bridge  builder  and  butcher ;  have  been  engaged  in  that  business  in 
the  meau  time.  I  have  been  connected  with  an  organizatioji  of  which  the  defendants 
were  members;  that  organization  was  formed  in  Lenoir  County  about  the  latter  part 
of  March  or  the  first  of  April,  in  1869.  I  became  a  member  of  the  *rganization  about 
that  time,  and  was  one  of  the  first  ten  that  assisted  in  forming  it.  Ruth  Temple  came 
to  Lenoir  County  to  fonn  the  organization.  He  came  from  iiear  Rak-igli.  Tlie  name 
of  the  organization  was  called  the  C.  U.  G.  Society ;  it  means  Constitutional  Union 
Guards;  it  is  popularly  called  the  Ku-Klux  Klan.  I  was  among  the  number  of  ten 
that  formed  the  organization.  Their  names,  as  far  as  I  remember,  were  William  Hines, 
Bright  Harper,  Henry  Croom.  These  are  all  I  would  like  to  swear  j)ositively  to.  I 
might  be  mistaken  in  the  rest. 

By  Judge  Thomas  : 

Are  any  of  the  iiarties  named  defendants  here  ? — Answer  by  Mr.  Lehman.  No  ;  they 
have  not  been  taken.  The  first  officers  were  Jesse  C.  Kennedy,  A.  Monroe,  Ash  Devane, 
and  Zack  Harper,  were  commanders.  They  were  designated  south  commander,  leading 
officer,  north  commander,  east  commander,  and  west  commander.  George  W.  Tillon, 
conductor;  David  Smith,  treasurer;  Henry  Croom,  secretarj-^  James  Hines,  inside 
guard;  Daniel  Davis, outside  guard.  I  continued  to  operate  with  this  organization 
about  two  months.  At  the  time  I  left  it  it  had  about  seventy-five  members.  Frank 
Hill,  Everett  Hill,  Egbert  Hill,  Benjamin  Jones,  Jackaline  Parker,  Alexander  Dawson, 
Jefferson  Perry,  and  A.  Monroe  were  among  the  members  who  are  now  prisoners.  I 
introduced  them  for  initiation.  It  was  the  duty  of  my  office.  Some  of  them  were 
initiated  at  Henry  Groom's  house;  some  in  an  old  still-house  back  of  his  house;  some 
at  William  White's  store,  at  Kiustou,  and  one  at  the  river  bank,  Mr.  Hunter's  residence. 
They  (the  prisoners)  were  all  active  members  at  the  time  I  abandoned  the  organiza- 
tion. I  administered  the  following  oath,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect  it :  "I  solenmly  swear 
that  I  will  never  reveal  anything  that  has  transpired,  or  raaj  transpire,  in  the  order 
that  I  am  about  to  join,  even  should  I  not  identify  myself  therewith."  Questions 
asked  before  the  oath  is  put:   Do  you  believe  in  a  white  man's  government  ?    Do  yoii 

promise  to  labor  faithfully  for  the  overthrow  of  the  ■— party  ?    The  conductor  fills 

up  the  blank  and  inserts  "republican." 

A  further  oath  is,  to  take  a  solemn  obligation  to  resist  by  force  of  arms,  if  necessary, 
any  aggression  upon  our  legal  rights.  There  vs-as  an  oath  taken  to  promise  to  obey  ail 
officers  in  anything  pertaining  to  the  good  of  the  organization.  The  north,  south,  east, 
and  west  commanders  each  administer  a  different  oath.  The  duty  of  the  south  com- 
mander is  to  administer  the  first  oath;  the  other' connnanders  do  the  same,  and  give 
some  signs  and  secrets.  I  was  present  at  several  meetings ;  we  had  a  meeting  on  sev- 
eral Saturdays  at  Groom's  old  .still-house;  always  there,  with  the  exception  of  two 
meetings  at  William  White's  store,  in  Kinston,  up  stairs,  secretly.  We  met  at  Groom's 
still-house  in  April  and  in  May.  There  was  business  done  at  the  meeting  in  April;  the 
members  that  came  together  were  nearly  all  armed  with  pistols  and  g-uns;  very  few 
guns.  The  meeting  was  held  in  the  afternoon,  about  3  o'clock;  when  the  members 
went  into  session  the  outside  guards  were  placed  on  their  posts— armed  nlen,^^  itli  orders 
to  halt  anyl)ody  not  able  to  give  the  pass-word.  In  this  meeting  measures  were  adopted 
for  the  killing  of  Colgrove  and  Wilkie.  The  reason  given  lor  the  killing  of  Colgrovo 
was  on  account  of  his  participation  in  the  arrest  of  Jod  Hines ;  that  was'the  principal 
reason.  Joel  Hines  was  a  member  of  the  organization  at  that  time.  Wilkie  was  sup- 
posed to  be  a  detective,  trying  to  ferret  out  the  perpetrators  of  the  bridge  murder. 
The  measures  that  were  adopted — members  were  deputized  to  kill  the  men  ;  some  vol- 
unteered ;  they  were  authorized  by  the  meeting ;  those  who  were  to  do  it  Avere  told 
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that  they  Avould  be  protected.  Ash  Devaiie  moved,  in  open  meeting,  to  kill  Colgrove 
and  Wilkie ;  the  motion  was  jnit  and  carried.  The  next  morning  I  nut  a  party  belong- 
ing to  the  organization  returning  from  Colgrove"s,  who  said  .tjiey  had  been  there  for 
that  pnrpo.se,  but  did  not  find  him.  The  vote  in  the  meetiqg  ^yas  not  unanimous,  but 
it  -was  carried. 

All  the  prisoners  now  before  the  court  were  present  when  the  vote  was  taken  to  kill 
Colgrove.  Others  there  were,  Henry  Groom,  Daniel  Davis,  Je.sse  C.  Kennedy,  Ash  De- 
vane,  Zack  Harper,  Bright  Harper,  Samuel  Perry,  James  Perry,  "William  Hines,  James 
Hines,  Joel  Hines,  Redden  Hines,  and  others.  Jesse  C.  Keuuedy  was  south  commander 
of  the  meeting.  The  highest  ofiicer,  Ash  Devaue,  put  the  motion  and  called  on  the 
south  commander  to  put  it  to  a  vote.  Any  member  had  a  right  to  put  a  motion ;  some- 
times they  put  it  through  the  south  commander. 

Meetings  were  held  weekly;  they  were  always  armed  assemblages.  The  meetings 
were  generally  in  the  daytinu^.  At  the  next  meeting  the  killing  of  Colgrove  was  up 
again  ;  it  was  the  important  question.  Others  to  be  killed  were  Wilkie,  Mowers,  Shep- 
ard,  and  others.  A  motion  was  otiered  in  this  meeting  to  kill  Mowers,  because  he  was 
sn]>posed  to  be  a  detective ;  the  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

All  the  prisoners,  or  nearly  all,  were  present.  The  Hill  lioys  were  there ;  Frank  Hill, 
Egbert  Hill,  Everett  Hill,  Jeflerson  Perry,  and  IJenjamin  Jones  were  jireseut.  The 
commandeis  i)resent  were  Jesse  Kennedy,  Ash  Devane,  and  Zack  Harjter.  The  instruc- 
tions were  generally  to  get  in  the  way  of  tiie  sheriff,  in  case  any  member  of  tlie  organ- 
ization should  come  to  trial  for  an  alleged  offense,  and  acquit  him  Jio  matter,  what  the 
testimony  which  was  oiiered  was ;  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  a  connade  giving  the 
cry  or  signals  of  distress  at  the  risk  of  our  lives.  These  orders  were  given  by  the  com- 
manders. Getting  in  the  way  of  the  sheriff  means  hanging  around  the  courts  to  get 
on  the  jury  to  acquit  any  membei's  of  the  organization  without  any  regard  to  the  oath 
taken  by  the  juror.  "We  wer(>  iinder  oatli  to  go  to  the  relief  of  a  connade  giving  the 
ciy  of  distress,  which  meant  when  he  was  going  to  jail  or  to  tiial ;  such  was  the  gene- 
ral understanding.  1  have  been  called  upon  by  a  lawyer  belonging  to  the  f)rganiza- 
tion  to  get  on  a  jury  for  his  benefit ;  the  lawyer,  Mr.  Munroe,  being  the  man  ;  he  ex- 
pecting me  to  acquit  the  prisoners  without  regard  to  the  oath  of  a  juit)r.  Ash  Devane 
and  Hmes  were  imprisoned  in  the  Lenoir  County  jail  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  May, 
for  stealing  a  mule.  The  Ujcnibers  took  a  solemn  obligation  ti>  go  to  the  relief  of  a 
member  in  distress,  which  means  in  jail  or  to  go  to  tlie  trial.  They  were  to  assist  liim 
by  getting  on  tiie  jury  or  releasing  liini  from  jail  1>y  force  if  necessary.  Ash  Devane 
and  James  Hines  were  released  from  jail  on  iW  morning  of  the;  8d  of  j\hiy  by  members 
of  this  organization,  nanu^l  as  follows:  Frank  Hill,  Everett  Hill.  Egbert  Hill,  Jackaline 
Parker,  Benjamin  Jones,  Redden  Hines,  William  Hines,  Joel  Hines,  Ihight  Harper, 
Zack  TIarix'r,  Henry  Croom,  Daniel  Davis,  Sanniel  Perry,  .Tames  Perry,  .Joseph  Parrott, 
George  W.  'I'iilon.  and  others.     A.  Munroi;  and  .Jefferson  Perry  were  not  present. 

They  Avcnt  to  tlie  jail  aimed  :  the  i)risoners  were  released;  the  locks  to  the  jail  were 
broken;  the  jailer  was  not  present;  the  i)rist)uers  in  jail  had  arms;  I  mean  J3evane 
and  Hines  had  pistols  ;  Devane  had  two  and  Hines  one  ;  Mr.  Frank  Cox  was  then  shcrilf; 
it  was  on  Sunday  night  or  Monday  morning  near  1  o'clock.  Thei);irty  that  went  to  the 
jail  assend)led  al)out  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  Kinston,  at  Mv.  Hill's  house,  about  9 
o'clock  Sunday  night — Franlc  Hill's  house,  near  Ferry  Ihaneh.  "We  went  from  there 
to  the  grave-yard  in  Kinston,  armed  with  i)istols  and  doubjcd-barreled  guns.  Wt;  were 
tliei'e  organized,  ami  a  capt-ain  fleeted;  Bright  Hariier  was  electt'd  eajitain.  Myself 
and  Joseph  Parrott  were  sient  to  Kinston  to  lind  the  tools  for  breaking  open  the  jail, 
which  were  to  have  been  left,  as  I  understood,  at  Munroe's  office;  but  did  not  lind  the 
tools  or  ^lunroe  there  ;  the  captain  directed  us  to  go  there  for  the  tools  ;  we  walked  up 
and  down  the  street  endeavoring  to  iind  Mr.  Munroe.  ilr.  Barth>stou,  or  any  others  who 
we  sujiposed  sympathized  in  the  undertaking;  did  not  lind  Munioc  tliat  evening,  and 
did  not  get  the  tools,  ^^■e  then  wi-nt  near  the  jail  to  see  if  tlieie  was  any  guard  there; 
when  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yanis  from  the  jail  we  heard  blows  on  the  doors, 
and  we  rushed  up  and  took  our  plafes  in  the  guard.  They  were  the  same  parties  who 
st.arted  from  Frank  Hill's.  The  guaids  were  posted  around  tbecomt-houses(iuare  and 
jail.  Immediately  after  our  arrival  the  door  was  forced,  the  i>risoner.s  released,  and 
.shook  hands  all  round.  We  gave  three  cheers  and  isfarted  for  Neuse  River  bridge.  We 
carried  one  of  our  sledge-hanuners  with  us.  and  threw  it  info  Mr.  Preston's  garden  ; 
iive  of  us  were  detailed  to  go  back  to  the  town  for  some  horses  which  were  leit  there; 
Ave  separated  with  the  company  at  Mr.  Preston's  corner — Stubb's  jdace.  .lames  Hines, 
George  Tillon,  Ash  Devaue,  and  .Jose])li  I'arroft  went  to  Mr.  Tiimage's  lot ;  do  not 
remember  the  other  man  ;  Ave  got  Mr.  I'arrott's  horse  and  one  Devane  used  ;  Ave  then 
Aveut  home.  There  was  a  proiiosition  made  the  same  night  fo  kill  Mowers,  but  it  was 
not  carried.  This  crowd  Avas  most  at  home  the  Saturday  before ;  sonic^  Avere  at  Mr. 
Munroe's  ollice ;  those  there  were  (ieorgt*  Tillon,  Joseph  Parrott,  Bright  Ihiriier,  A. 
Munroe,  and  Samuel  A.  Bartle.ston  ;  I  was  there  ;  measures  Avere  adojifed  for  the  rescue 
of  those  iu  jail ;  we  Avere  to  ride  and  notify  niembers  to  meet  Sunday  night  and  rescue 
the  prisouer.s  iu  case  they  were  not  released  on  bail ;  avc  were  armed  ;  arms  were  brought 
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there  and  Dr.  Bartlestou  aud  Mnuroe  had  double-barrel  guns  and  pistols  ;  JNInnroesaid 
he  was  mounting  guards  to  protect  the  i)risoners  in  jail,  aud  tliat  in  case  they  were  not 
released  Sunday  he  would  be  one  of  a  party  to  help  do  it  Sunday  night :  but  not  to  do 
it  Saturday  night ;  but  that  he  had  telegraphed  to  Governor  lioldeu  and  was  in  hopes 
that  some  satisfactory  arrangements  might  l^e  nmde. 

Tlie  defendants  did  not  care  to  question  the  witness.    The  judge  read  the  testimony 
to  the  witnesSj  aud  he  subscribed  to  the  same. 

AFTERXOOX. 

The  examination  was  resumed  shortly  after  three  o'clock. 

Joseph  P.  Pakixjtt,  a  witness  for  the  State,  was  sworn  and  questioned  by  A.  S.  Sey- 
mour, esq. : 

I  was  twenty-five  years  old  the  22d  day  of  last  Ainil.  I  live  in  Lenoir  County,  eight 
miles  from  Kinston  ;  have  lived  there  since  my  birth.  I  am  acquainted  with  the  pris- 
oners at  the  bar  ;  I  have  been  a  metober  of  an  organization  with  them  ;  it  was  called 
the  Constitutional  Union  Guard,  conmionly  known  as  tlie  Ku-Klux  Klan.  I  connected 
myself  v.ith  the  organization,  I  think,  on  the  evening  of  the  hrst  Sunday  in  April  last ; 
I  was  initiated  on  the  Sabbath.  I  think  all  the  prisoners  were  members,  excepting, 
perhaps,  Mr.  Parker.  Those  present  Avcrc  A.  IMunroe,  Jeiierson  Perry,  Franklin  Hill, 
Everett  Hill,  Ben.  F.  Jones,  and,  I  think,  Zack  Parker,  (I  knew  him  iis  .lack  Pai-ker,) 
Jesse  C.  Keimedy,  Ash  Devane,  Samuel  Perry,  James  Perry,  Henry  Croom,  Joel  Hines, 
William  Hines,  David  Smith,  Geo.  Tillon,  Clay  Huggins,  Thomas  Uzzle,  Alex.  Dawson, 
Jo.seph  Barrow,  Bright  Harper,  Zack  Harper,  Daniel  Davis,  James  Hines,  Thomas  Wil- 
liford,  and  several  others  I  don't  recollect.  George  Tillon  introduced  me  to  the  organ- 
ization. Jesse  Kennedy  was  soutli  commander,  A.  Munroe  was  north  commander,  and 
Ash  Devane  was  a  commander ;  I  don't  know  whether  he  Avas  east  or  west ;  George 
Tillon  was  conductor;  I  henrd  of  other  officers,  but  don't  remember  them.  Mr.  Tillon, 
as  conductor,  met  myself  and  several  others — Joshua  F.  Suggs,  Joseph  Lassiter,  Clay 
Huggins,  Joe  Barrow,  and  Thomas  Uzzle;  I  don't  remember  Avhether  or  not  there  were 
others ;  he  met  us  behind  Henry  Groom's  still-house,  and  administered  an  oath ;  I  think 
he  had  a  sword  on  and  drew  it ;  I'm  certain  of  it.  He  iirst  asked  if  we  believed  in  a 
white  man's  government;  we  answered  that  we  did.  He  asked  us  somewhere  in  the 
ceremony  if  we  promised  faithfully  to  labor  for  the  overthrow  of  the  republican  party. 
I  don't  recollect  the  oath.  He  blindfolded  each  one  of  us  with  a  handkerchief  and 
took  us  in  the  still-house ;  had  us  to  kneel  down  after  we  got  in  there,  and  take  a  solemn 
obligation  to  go  to  the  rescue  of  a  brother  member  giving  a  cry  of  distress,  under  any 
circumstances,  even  to  the  risk  of  our  own  lives ;  to  resist  l)y  force  of  arms  if  neces- 
sary, any  aggression  of  our  legal  rights;  to  restore  this  Government  to  the  control  of 
Avhito  men,  by  force  of  arias  if  necessary.  After  that  we  were  told  to  arise,  and  I 
think  Ash  Devane  presented  us  to  the  north  commander  for  instructions,  which 
Avas  Mr.  A.  Mtinroe.  He  gaA'e  us  instructions  as  to  the  signs,  cry  of  distress,  &c., 
also  the  pass-Avords ;  then  we  were  told,  by  Ash  Devane,  I  tlnnk,  that  they  receiA^ed 
us  as  brother  members.  In  the  oath  it  said  to  obey  all  orders  of  all  officers  belonging 
to  the  organization.  In  the  meeting  there  was  a  motion  made  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  keep  a  lookout  for  Sherilt'  Colgrove,  Shepard,  a  magistrate  in  Trenton, 
aud  Mr.  Wilkie,  and  that  if  they  made  any  move  in  force  to  let  it  be  known,  so 
thaf  it  could  be  met  by  a  force  ;  and  if  any  member  had  a  chance  to  kill  either  one,  and 
would  do  it,  they  would  be  supported  in  it  by  the  organization.  I  don't  remember 
who  made  the  motion,  it  Avas  by  some  member  of  the  organization  in  open 
meeting  ;  I  don't  know  whether  anybody  opposed  it ;  it  was  carried,  I  think,  Avithout 
a  dissenting  A'oice ;  the  meeting  AA'as  held  in  the  still-house ;  I  Avent  the  back-Avay 
and  saw  no  road ;  I  crossed  the  riA'cr  in  a  small  boat  and  Avent  through  the  ph.ii- 
tation ;  Ave  went  to  the  house  after  the  initiatiou  ;  I  think  there  Avas  a  house  in  sight ; 
this  Avas  about  three  o'clock  p.  m.  It  was  Henry  Groom's  still ;  at  the  time  of  the 
motion  about  Colgrove,  &c.,  the  prisoners  Avere  all  tlna-e  except,  perhaps,  Mr.  Barker, 
I  am  not  sure  about  him;  I  do  not  knoAV  who  put  the  question;  Thomas  Uzzle  aud 
myself  Avere  on  the  committee;  I  don't  remember  the  uames  of  the  others  ;  they  lived 
near  Jones  County ;  I  don't  knoAV  which  county  they  liA'^ed  in.  We  Avere  told  to  keep 
a  good  look-out  for  Stephen  Lassiter,  or  anybody  Avho  was  taking  an  active  part  iu 
finding  out  anything  aliout  the  organization  or  arresting  the  members.  I  understood 
that  it  Avas  my  duty,  if  I  kucw  anything  going  on  against  the  regulators,  to  inform 
the  south  commander,  who  would  call  a  meeting  and  make  preparations  to  meet  them  : 
I  don't  recollect  as  there  Avas  any  other  business  of  importance  ;  Ave  had  some  whisky  ; 
we  were  instructed  that  it  Avas  oiu'  duty  to  assist  each  other  under  any  circumstances  ; 
if  any  member  Avas  on  trial  in  court  it  Avas  our  duty  to  put  ourselves  iu  the  way  of 
the  sheriff  so  as  to  get  on  the  jury  aud  acquit  him  ;  if  there  was  a  member  in  serious 
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trouble,  it  was  onv  duty  to  stand  Lis  bail  so  that  he  could  make  his  escape;  we  were 
instructed  that  it  should  be  our  duty  to  prove  au  alibi  for  any  member  who  was 
arrested  charged  with  a  crime;  I  understood  that  if  any  officer  iustrncted  me  to  kill  a 
man  who  was  opposing  the  organization.  I  ought  to  kill  him.  Jesse  C.  Kennedy, 
south  commander,  ordered  me  and  Ash  Devane  to  kill  a  man,  and  we  did  it ;  that 
man  was  James  Grant ;  Grant  was  a  bad  man,  and  we  knew  that  he  knew  something 
against  some  of  the  members,  and  we  wanted  to  put  him  out  of  the  way,  fearing 
that  he  might  be  used  as  witness  against  them  ;  the  instructions  at  the  meeting 
about  murdering  were  given  by  the  officers  in  open  meeting ;  when  the  meeting  broke 
up  alKJut  sunset,  I  went  home  ;  stopped  at  Jesse  Kennedy's  on  the  way ;  some  of  the 
members  of  the  meetir.g  were  tliere  armed  with  pistols  ;  a  majority  of  them  were,  if  not 
all ;  I  don't  remember  whether  or  not  there  were  any  guns  ;  I  attended  one  meeting 
after  that,  I  think  it  was  in  June,  at  the  same  place  ;  it  was  al)out  ten  miles  fi-om  where  I 
lived  ;  I  went  in  company  with  Mr.  Monroe,  from  Kinston  ;  Jetferson  Parrott  and  Frank- 
lin Hill  were  there  ;  don't  recollect  about  the  others;  we  went  in  and  Jesse  Kennedy 
stated  that  they  had  elected  new  officers,  that  he  had  thrown  up  his  oftice,  and  named 
the  officers  that  had  been  elected;  Henry  Croom  was  south  connnandi-r  ;  I  don't  remem- 
ber the  other  officers ;  some  members  of  the  organization  said  that  Sheriti'  Colgrove 
Lad  been  killed.  I  think  it  was  stated  that  they  hoped  it  would  not  be  long  before 
some  of  the  others  were  killed,  meaning,  1  suppose,  those  that  a  committee  had  been 
appointed  to  look  out  for.  "We  got  there  late,  and  the  meeting  broke  up  about  sunset. 
I  went  duwn  to  Sauuiel  Perry's  shoe  shop,  near  Jlr.  Kennedy's,  twice  with  some  mem- 
bers to  be  initiated.  It  was  in  Lenoir  County.  I  was  present  when  Devane  was  res- 
cued from  jail.  I  was  present  Avhen  he  Avas  arrested  in  Kinston,  Saturday  evening, 
about  sundown,  IMay  1.  Ash  Devane  reiiuested  me  to  go  to  Jesse  Kennedy's  and  let 
him  know  that  he  was  in  jail,  so  that  he  could  make  arrangements  to  have  him  taken 
out.  I  went  to  Kennedy's  with  George  Tillon  ;  Ave  called  Kennedy  out  and  told  him 
DeA'ane  was  in  jail.  He  gave  us  something  to  eat  and  his  horse,  and  told  us  to  go  back 
and  he  Avould  be  ])ack  the  Acry  next  day  Avith  others  and  make  arrangements  to  get 
him  out.  We  went  Ijack,  and  went  to  Mr.  ^louroe's  office  and  loun<l  him  and  Dr.  liar- 
tleson  there,  and  stayed  until  day.  Kennedj-  sent  Jack  llar[)er  with  us  back  to  town. 
Kennedy  came  down  Avitli  Jelierson  Perry  Sunday  morning  and  knocked  about  till 
night,  and  Devane  did  not  get  out.  Sir.  Perry  and  Mr.  Kennedy  left,  and  said  cue 
Avould  go  upon  each  side  of  the  river  and  order  the  men  in,  and  stated  where  they  were 
to  meet  us  Avho  Avere  in  toAvn.  We  met  them  as  agreed  ;  twenty-live  men,  I  think. 
We  orgaiuzed  betAveen  the  Xeuse  bridge  and  Kinston,  and  George  Tillon  and  I  were  to 
go  oA'er  the  riA^er  and  get  the  Hill  boys  and  the  rest,  and  meet  with  the  rest ;  we  did  so. 
Those  who  I  recollect  of  the  parlv  Avere  Henry  Croom,  Bright  Harjier,  Zack  Harper, 
William  Hines,  Joel  Hines,  Peddin  Hiues,  Franklin  Hill.  Everett  Hill,  Egl)ert  Hill, 
George  Tillon,  and  others  I  do  not  now  r(;collect,  from  over  the  river ;  besides  there 
Avere  Samuel  Perry,  James  Perry,  Alexander  Dawson,  Thonuis  Williford,  Avho  1  recol- 
.lect.  All  the  prisoners  Avere  there  except  A.  Monroe  and  Jeit'erson  Peny.  I  could  not 
say  ])Ositively  about  Jack  Parker  ;  I  heard  his  name  called  ;  it  Avas  dark  when  Ave  met, 
between  eleven  and  tAvelve  o'clock  at  night.  We  Avent  to  the  jail  and  took  out  Ash 
DeAane  and  James  Hiues.  We  AVcre  armed  with  rcAolvers  and  lUaible-barreled  guns. 
I  recollect  having  seen  the  most  of  them  in  the  meetings  of  tlie  C.  U.  G.,  or  the  Ku- 
Klux  Klan.  They  appointed  a  connnandi-r  for  the  night.  I  think  it  was  one  of  the 
Harper  boys.  I  Avas  not  at  the  jail  door  myself.  I  lieard  licks  on  the  door;  soon  after 
the  door  liew  open  and  DeA'ane  and  Hiues  came  out,  each  one  Avith  a  pistol  in  his 
Iiaml.  We  gathered  together  and  gave  three  cheers,  then  started  in  the  dint-tion 
of  Neuse  Piver  bridge.  When  we  got  out  of  town  live  of  us  Avent  back  after  Devane's 
and  my  horses.  We  got  them  .'uid  I  started  for  home.  Devane  rode  a  couple  of  miles 
or  so  Avith  me ;  Ave  i^arted  and  I  Avent  home. 

Cross-questioned  by  Geohok  Green,  esq. : 
I  jdid  not  kUl  Sheriff  O.  R.  Colgrove,  and  do  n  ot  know  who  did. 

Questioned  by  Judge  Thomas  : 

When  did  you  lea  AC  the  organization  ? — Answer.  I  never  did  IcaA'e  it;  I  don't  knoAS* 
hoAV  many  members  there  are,  probably  a  hundred  ;  I  have  lieard  of  them  in  Jones  and 
Greene  Counties,  and  one  in  Craven  ;  Mr.  Hancock  said  he  joined  in  Raleigh  a  year 
ago  ;  Robert  Hancock,  deputy  slieritf;  I  hcjir  meetings  haA-el)een  held  since  1  at  tended  ; 
a  deputation  was  sent  to  tell  me  to  come  to  a  meeting  the  lirst  Saturday  in  September  ; 
the  order  to  kill  Grant  Avas  giAcn  at  Kennedy's  house  and  other  places ;  Devane  also 
ordered  it,  and  he  Avas  an  officer;  if  I  had  seen  au  officer  of  the  law  have  in  custody  a 
member  of  our  order,  I  should  ]-elease  him  if  it  Avas  in  myjioAver;  Ave  intend  to  resist 
the  law  when  it  is  in  our  poAver,  even  at  the  risk  of  our  lives;  Ihave  received  personal 
aid  and  assistance  from  the  citizens  of  the  county,  Avho  did  not  belong  to  the  organiza- 
tion— jieople  Avho  stand  high  ill  the  community;  when  we  were  told  by  au  officer  t<^i) 
Icill  a  man  Ave  considered  it  our  duty  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Parrott  subscribed  to  the  above  testimony. 
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JosErii  Lassitp^r,  being  called  by  the  State,  was  qnestioued  by  "W.  J.  Clark,  esq.,  and 
testified : 

I  was  twenty-two  years  old  the  22d  of  last  April:  I  live  in  Greene  County;  I  am  a 
member  of  a  secret  organization  in  Lenoir  county  ;  I  joined  in  April,  1SG9  ;  some  called 
it  the  Union  Gnards,  and  some  called  it  the  Ku-Klnx  Klau ;  it  was  commonly  called 
the  Kn-Klux ;  the  existence  of  the  organization  was  not  known  ontside  the  organiza- 
tion; the  time  and  places  of  meeting  were  not  made  known  to  the  public  at  large  ; 
the  meetings  were  held  secretly;  tbe  members  attended  the  meetings  armed  :  I  never 
attended  but  one  meeting  ;  the  object  of  the  organization  was  to  overthrow  the  radical 
party;  they  had  officers  called  south  connnander,  north  conmiander,  east  commander, 
and  west  commander ;  they  had  a  conductor  and  treasurer ;  Ji'sse  C.  Kennedy,  south 
commander,  was  the  head  man  at  the  time  I  joined  ;  I  don't  remember  the  other  com- 
manders ;  George  Tilk)n  was  conductor:  members  were  to  be  upward  of  eighteen  years 
of  age  ;  1  was  made  a  member  at  Mr.  Croom's  still-house  in  Lenoir  County. 

[The  still  referred  to  has  been  for  a  long  time  in  operation,  manufacturing  spirits 
contrary  to  law,  the  owner  never  having  paid  the  Government  tax.  It  was  situated  in 
the  woods  away  from  any  public  road,  and  utterly  concealed  from  public  view.  Dej)nty 
United  States  Alarshal  Robert  C.  Kehoe  learning  these  facts  a  few  months  ago,  sent  a 
deputy  to  take  possession  of  the  still  and  arrest  its  owner.  The  deputy  ■\\-fis  driven 
away,  and  was  unable  to  carry  out  his  instructions.  Shortlj'  after  Marshal  Kehoe  went 
to  Goldsboro,  took  a  detachjnent  of  soldiers,  and  went  in  a  rcmudabout  way,  caught 
the  parties  napping,  and  took  the  still.  Mr.  Groom  procured  bonds  for  his  appearance 
in  court,  and  is  now  "absent,"  much  to  the  chagrin  of  his  bondsman.  One  James 
Grant,  a  colored  man,  who  was  to  bave  been  a  witness  for  the  United  St;!tes  in  the 
case,  has  since  been  unirdered,  and  the  evidence  of  Joseph  P.  Parrott  tells  why  and  how 
he  met  his  fate. — Reportek.] 

I  think  there  was  tweuty-hve  or  thirty  meml)ers  present;  Joseph  P.  Parrott,  Joshua 
Suggs,  Thomas  Uzzle,  and  Chiy  Huggins  joined  at  the  same  time  I  did.  We  went 
behind  the  still-house,  and  Mr.  Tillon  came  and  asked  if  we  believed  in  a  white  man's 
government ;  1  told  him  I  did  ;  they  blindfokled  us  then  and  took  us  in  the  still-house 
and  caused  us  to  kneel;  we  then  took  an  oatli ;  we  put  oTir  hands  on  the  Bible;  I 
cannot  give  the  words  of  the  oath;  as  far  as  I  remember,  it  was  to  overthrow  the 
radical  party,  and  to  restore  the  Government  into  the  hands  of  white  men,  by  the 
force  of  arms  for  our  legal  rights  if  necessary ;  to  obey  all  orders  of  all  officers ;  I 
understood  that  if  I  liad  orders  out  6f  the  meeting  as  well  as  in,  I  was  to  obey  them; 
anything  said  or  done  in  the  meeting  was  to  be  kept  secret :  I  took  no  other  oath  ; 
there  was  another  oath  to  take,  but  1  never  Avent  back  ;  I  was  instructed  if  any  one 
was  looking  for  any  of  the  members  to  arrest  thehi,  to  make  it  known  to  an  officer  of 
the  Klan,  or  any  other  brother  member;  the  members  were  then  to  assist  the  member 
whom  an  officer  was  looking  for  ;  we  were  to  help  him  by  the  law  if  we  could  ;  if  not, 
olherwise  ;  I  mean  bail  him  out  if  we  could;  if  not,  take  him  out ;  I  mean  break  open 
the  jail  and  talce  him  out ;  by  being  in  distress,  I  mean  if  we  should  get  in  jail  or  in 
distress  in  any  way  ;  these  instructions  were  given  in  public  meeting,  in  the  hearing 
of  all  the  members  asseml)led  ;  they  were  given  by  Jesse  Kennedy,  Henry  Croom,  and 
Ash  Devane,  perhaps  others  ;  there  was  a  connuittee  appointed  to  watch  out  for 
Colgrove  and  Vrillde;  I  mean  Sheriff  Colgrove,  also  Stephen  Lassiter  ;  I  mean  if  they 
arrested  anybody  to  kill  them,  and  if  they  came  with  force  to  meet  them  with  force; 
I  mean  if  tlu-y  tried  to  arrest  any  one  of  the  Klau,  to  kill  them ;  Tom  Uzzle  and  Joe  Parrot  t 
were  all  that  I  knew  on  the  committee  ;  no  long  speeches  wen'  nuide  ;  Jlr.  Kenr.edy 
made  some  little  public  talk,  urging  them  to  assist  white  men;  it  vras  then  about  3 
o'clock  p.  m.:  it  was  in  a  private  i)lace;  I  think  a  verj'  private  place,  off  tVoiu  a  house 
where  anybody  staid  ;  no  public  roail  ran  bj- it,  or  private  road  either  ;  !Mr.  Monroe 
and  Jeiierson  Perry  were  there  ;  lam  not  acquainted  with  the  other  men  ;  I  did  not  talk 
with  the  members  about  the  Klan;  I  do  not  know  anjthing  aT)out  the  jail-breaking  in 
Kinsf  on  ;  have  not  been  instructed  by  the  counsel  for  the  State  as  to  the  evidence  I 
shoidd  give,  nor  has  any  other  witness  to  mj'  knowledge ;  the  State's  counsel  have 
made  no  suggestions  to  me  or  any  other  witnesses  that  I  knov.'  of.  The  counsel  for  the 
State  has  made  no  promises  except  that  wliat  I  said  should  not  be  used  against  me. 

Cross-examined  by  C.  C.  Clark,  esq.: 
When  I  joined  the  organization,  the  sign  of  recognition  given  was  to  put  your  right 
hand  on  the  breast ;    the  sign  of  distress,  is  the  hands  behind  tlie  head  ;  tlie  grip,  is  a 
shake  of  the  hand  with  the  forefinger  doubled  in  ;  (the  witness  shook  hands  with  Law- 
yer Clark  to  show  him  how  it  was  done.) 

Questioned  by  Judge  Thomas  : 
I  knew  of  no  such  organization  in  Greene  County;  I  understood  that  if  I  liad  been 
told  by  an  officer  to  kill  my  brother  or  father,  I  should  havi-  felt  obliged  to  do  it.  I 
never  talked  with  .any  members  about  it  except  .Joe  Parrott.  The  oath  was,  to  obey  all 
officers,  and  do  anything  they  told  you  ;  I  thought  they  would  kill  a  fellow  if  they  did 
not  obey  the  officers,    I  think  they  will  kill  me  if  they  can,    /  exjjcct  io  be  killed,  sir  ;  I 
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don't  kuow  wbo  will  do  it ;  I  fear  uone  that  are  here,  but  those  uj)  near  my  house  say 
they  "will  kill  any  fellow  who  turns  State's  evidence. 

Mr.  Lassiter  signed  to  the  written  evidence.  The  case  was  continued  till  this  morn- 
inj?  at  10  o'clock. 

Jesse  Kennedy,  of  Lenoir,  hearing  that  a  warrant  was  out  for  him,  yesterday  gave 
himself  up  to  the  sheriff  of  Lenoir,  who  brought  him  to  this  city  last  night ;  he  is  now 
in  the  charge  of  the  sheriff  of  Lenoir,  and  Avill  undoubtedly  have  an  examination. 

A.  G.  Hubbard,  esq.,  oflered  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  !rilO,000,  for  the  bail  of  A.  Mom-oe, 
for  to-day,  and  to  insure  his  aijpearance  at  an  examination  to  be  held  to-morrow.  The 
bond  was  accepted. 

Thus  ended  the  third  day's  examination,  and  what  does  it  tell  ?  Simply  this  :  Tliat 
if  the  evidence  is  to  be  believed,  there  is  a  state  of  ali'airs  in  this  State  which  sends  ;i 
chill  of  horror  over  everybody,  and  every  man,  without  regard  to  j)olitical  principles, 
should  have  an  earnest  desire  to  have  the  thing  fully  investigated,  and  sifted  to  the 
verj*bottom.  If  these  charges  cannot  be  sustained,  the  people  shoidd  be  relieved  of  the 
terrible  suspicion,  and  if  the  witnesses  told  the  truth,  and  there  is,  as  yet,  no  reason  to 
doubt  their  word,  the  law-abiding  citizens  should  wish  to  have  the  perpetrators  of  the 
horrible  crimes  punished,  and  tlicir  diabolical  organizations  rooted  out  of  the  coiuitry. 
It  is  to  be  hopecl,  not  only  the  courts  wii*  investigate  the  aifair  before  an  impartial  jiir;!, 
but  that  the  people  of  this  section,  who  love  outer  and  detest  crime,  will  render  all 
means  in  their  i)ower  to  have  the  truth  vindicated. 

THE   i:X.VMIXATIOX  OF  TIIK   KU-KI.UX  KL.VX  OR  CONSTITUTIONAL  UNION   GUAHnS. 

Fourth  day. — Continuation  of  the  conspiracy  examination. 

At  the  usual  time  in  the  morning  spectators  began  to  pour  in,  and  by  the  time  the 
examination  commenced,  the  court-house  was  well  tilled. 
Mr.  D.  D.  C'olgTOve  and  E.  Hubbs  were  called  by  the  State,  and  sworn. 

Mr.  HuBRS,  as  questioned  by  "W.  J.  CLAiiKK,  says  : 

I  knew  SheriJf  Colgrove.  His  name  was  Orson  R.  Colgrove.  He  was  sheriff  of  Jones 
County.  I  Ih-ne  known  him  about  live  years.  He  is  not  nt)w  living.  He  died  on  tho 
29th  day  of  May  last.  Ho  was  shot  to  "dealli.  I  saw  his  body  after  liis  death.  I  did 
not  see  "him  alter  he  Avas  sliot  before  he  died.  I  saw  him  twenty-lour  hours  after  his 
death.  I  saw  ])art  of  his  wouiuts:  saw  two  of  his  wounds  in  the  left  side  of  liis  face. 
I  do  not  know  how  far  they  penetrated ;  they  were  well  ux>,  just  below  the  temple,  and 
ranged  upward.     I  saw  no  other  Avounds. 

Cross-questioned  by  the  defendant's  counsel,  Mr.  Bryan  : 
I  do  not  know  whether  O.  R.  Colgrove  belonged  to  the  Loyal  League. 
D.  D.  Colgrove,  being  questioned  by  AV.  J.  Clarke,  says : 

My  name  is  David  D.  Colgrove.  Slierilf  Colgrovo  Avas  my  half  brother.  I  thiuk  I 
saw  his  body  about  half  an  hour  after  he  Avas  shot.  I  judge  by  the  report  of  the  guns 
Avhieh  no  doubt  killed  him.  I  saw  the  body  at  his  residence  in  Jones  County.  I  saw 
his  Avonuds.  They  Aveie  freshly  bleeding  at  tiie  time  I  saw  them.  The  largest  one  was 
near  the  heart ;  it  Avas  caused,  I  judge,  by  a  bullet  or  slug.  Two  balls  struck  the  right 
arm  and  Avent  into  tho  body.  I  think  there  was  one  wound  A-my  near  the  throat ;  I 
should  judge  it  Avas  from  a  ball  also,  or  a  very  large  shot.  I  think  there  Avere  two 
others  on  liie  right  side,  but  I  Avould  not  say  certani ;  I  could  not  stand  it  to  look  at 
them,  but  there  were  three  on  the  left  side  near  the  back,  above  the  hip.  It  showed 
])lainly  that  the  clothes  Avere  burned  by  the  lire  which  came  from  the  shot.  His  umler- 
shirt  and  vest  were  burned  badly.  Then;  v»ere  three  other  shots,  one  somewhere  near 
the  jaw  on  the  left  side,  the  other  two  above,  below  the  tenq)le,  very  close  together. 
I  visited  the  place  where  my  brother  Avas  shot  and  saw  the  blood  there,  but  did  not 
visit  it  that  day. 

Cross-examined  by  ]Mr.  Bryan  for  the  defendants  : 
He  was  a  member  of  no  secret  organization.     He  was  not  a  member  of  the  Union 
League,     I  am  a  member  of  the  Union  J^eague  ;  joined  in  18t54,  I  think,  in  New  York 
State.    Attended  one  meeting  and  no  other. 

Question  by  Judge  Thomas  : 
I  took  no  obligation  in  the  League  AA-hich  would  oblige  a  man  to  violate  any  law,  to 
do  any  crime,  or  do  anything  in  violation  to  the  duty  I  owed  to  my  God,  my  family, 
or  my  country  : 

Question  by  George  Green,  esq. : 
The  oath  tliey  take  is  as  near  as  possible  as  follows  :  "Wo  solemnly  swear  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  against  any  foes,  foreigu  or  domestic."    The  oath 
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takeu  l\v  the  members  of  the  League  id  North  Carolina  is  the  same,  I  sxrppose,  hut  I 
uever  attended  the  League  in  North  Carolina. 

Judge  Thomas  said  :  "  I  -wish  it  understood  that  I  do  not  belong  to  an  organization 
that  agrees  to  commit  crime,  and  it  is  generally  lcno\vn  that  I  am  a  member  of  the 
Loyal  League.  I  say  th:it  no  body  of  men  can  bind  ]ue  in  an  organization  that  is 
pledged  to  commit  crime." 

George  Green,  esq.,  disclaimed  anything  personal  in  his  (juestion,  and  did  not  know 
that  Judge  Thomas  was  a  meudjer  of  the  Loyal  League.     C.  C.  Clark  said  the  same. 

No  more  witnesses  Avere  introduced  by  the  State.  No  testimony  was  introduced  for 
the  defendants. 

Judge  Thomas  said,  there  being  no  evidence  for  the  defense,  he  should  require  the 
prisoners  to  enter  into  a  bond  for  their  appearance  at  the  nest  term  of  the  Lenoir 
County  superior  court. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  for  the  defense,  wished  Monroe  discharged,  as  he  was  not  proved  to  be 
connected  with  the  aftair. 

The  judge  stated  that  procuring  men  to  go  on  a  jury  for  the  s;;ke  of  perjury,  and 
cited  otlier  instances  which  would  constitute  a  conspiracy.  The  judge  placed  the  bond 
at  .|)1,000  each,  and  $1,000  to  keep  tlie  peace  toAvard  Joseph  P.  Parrott,  George  W.  Tal- 
lon,  and  Joseph  Lassiter,  and  all  good  citizens,  for  twelve  months. 

George  Green,  esq.,  says :  Jesse  C.  Kennedy  is  in  court,  and  is  charged  with  the  same 
offense  as  the  others,  conspiracy.     He  waives  an  examination. 

W.  J.  Clarke,  for  the  State  :  We  prefer  to  examine  the  witnesses  in  this  case,  unless 
the  prisoner  will  acknowledge  that  the  testimonj-  given  in  regard  to  him  be  acknowl- 
edged by  him  as  given  in  the  case  of  the  others  to  a})ply  to  him. 

It  Avas  decided  to  serve  a  new  Avarrant,  and  he  Avill  be  examined  this  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 

END   OF   THE   KU-IvLUX   EXAAIIXATIOX — FIFTH   t>AY. 

Those  accused  of  murder  juUcd.     The  others  under  bonds  for  iheir  appearance. 

The  case  of  Mr.  C.  Kennedy  was  called.  The  counsel  for  the  defense  agreed  that 
Mr.  Kennedy  should  acknowledge  to  having  been  iiresent  at  the  giving  of  the  eA'idence 
referring  to  him,  and  waiA'cd  anj-  cross-examination.  John  C.  AVooten  was  sworn  in 
regard  to  Mr.  Kennedy's  pecxmiary  circumstances.  Mr.  Wooten  testiiied  that  he  Avas  a 
partner  of  Kennedy,  in  a  mill ;  considers  Kennedy  Avorth  ten  to  tAvelve  thousand  dol- 
lars. Judge  Tlionuis  required  a  bond  often  thousand  dollars  for  his  appearance  at  the 
next  term  of  Lenoir  County  superior  court,  and  also  a  V)ond  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  to  keep  the  peace  for  twelA'c  months  toAvard  Joseph  Lassiter,  Geo.  W.  Tallon, 
au<l  Joseph  P.  Parrott.     The  bond  to  keep  peace  was  afterward  reduced  to  ftlO,OUO. 

The  case  of  the  State  against  A.  Monroe,  cliarged  Avitli  nmrder  in  Lenoir  County, 
was  next  called  up,  and  the  affidavit  on  Avhieh  he  was  ai'rested  was  read.  IMouroe 
pleaded  not  guilty ;  said,  "  I  Avas  not  there,  and  expect  to  be  able  at  some  time  to  proA'e 
it." 

]Mr.  Hubbard,  for  the  defense,  stated  that  the  x^risonerwas  not  ready  for  trial ;  that  a 
boy  who  was  telegraphed  for  as  a  witness  came  down,  found  Mr.  Monroe  in  jail,  and 
disappeared.  Mr.  Cox,  the  late  sherilf  of  Kinston,  was  also  expected  to  be  a  Avitness, 
but  he  left  here  Friday  morning,  promising  to  be  back  at  night,  but  he  did  not  come, 

John  T.  Freeman,  a  former  jailer  in  Lenoir  County,  Avas  examined  by  R.  F.  Lehman, 
escj[.,  and  testihed  at  follows  : 

I  reside  in  Lenoir  County  ;  haA'e  liA'cd  there  three  years  last  January,  or  three  next 
Januarj^,  I  don't  remember  AAdiich;  one  or  the  other.  I  am  going  on  lifty-three  years 
of  age  ;  I  shall  be  fifty-three  the  thirteenth  day  of  next  January.  I  moved  out  from 
Craven  up  in  Lenoir  ;  I  liA'ed  in  CraA^en  during  the  war.  I  was  bred  and  born  in  Greene 
County,  North  Carolina  ;  Aventfrom  there  to  Pitt;  from  there  to  Craven,  tiieu  to  Lenoir. 
I  havcv  kept  boarding-house  in  Kinston  since  I  have  been  there ;  have  tended  a  mill 
lately.  I  have  been  jailer  there  in  Lenoir,  at  Kinston,  about  two  yearsnp  to  last  court ; 
about  court  Aveek  ;  a  few  days  before  court ;  about  the  time  Mr.  Cox  went  out  of  the 
office  of  sheriff;  a  few  weeks  before  he  resigned  I  (juit  the  jailor's  place.  I  did  notliA-c 
in  the  jail  while  I  was  jailer;  I  lived  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  jail,  at  a 
place  called  the  St.  Charles  Hotel,  if  any  of  you  know  where  that  is.  The  jail  Avas 
broken  open  several  times  Avhile  I  Avas  jailer:  can't  tell  how  many  ;  I  disremembcr. 
The  time  they  took  the  prisoners  out  Avas  on  the  2 1th  day  of  January,  at  night ;  I 
think  in  1H69 ;  I  think  I  have  got  it  where  I  can  tell,  (refers  to  his  memorandum 
book  ;)  I  set  down  the  dates  Avhen  they  were  taken  out.  I  liad  ten  prisoners,  I  think, 
in  the  jail ;  those  I  remember  are  the  ones  which  were  taken  out ;  I  set  their  names 
down  the  next  day,  or  I  could  not  haA'o  remembered  their  names.  This  is  the  correct 
list,  and  I  wrote  it  down  next  day,  or  day  after,  so  that  I  should  remember  Avhich  they 
were  which  Avere  stolen  out.     I  kejjt  the  names  of  all  prisoners  in  this  book.    Tho 
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oues  takeu  out  were  Riclaard  Nobles,  a  white  man  ;  Robert  Grady,  colored  ;  John  Mil- 
ler, colored;  Cater  Grady,  (I  spell  it  C-a-t-e-r,  don't  kuow  whether  I  spell  it  right,) 
colored  ;  Daniel  Smith,  colored.  I  think  that  was  all.  I  think  I  had  five  left  in  the 
jail  the  next  morning.  William  Hopps  was  in  the  same  cell  where  they  took  the  others 
out,  next  morning.  I  said,  "  Hallo,  they  didn't  get  you ;"  he  said,  "  No ;  I  covered  myself 
up  in  the  blankets,  and  they  did  not  find  me."  That  night,  between  twelve  and  one 
o'clock,  I  heard  somebodj-  knock  at  my  house  door.  I  got  up,  and  a  man  .said,  "  Get  your 
keys ;  we  have  got  a  prisoner."  I  Aveut  out  and  said,  "  Where  is  your  prisoner?  "  They 
said,  "  There  he  is ;"  pointing  to  two  men  on  a  horse,  one  wrapped  up  in  ropes.  The  mau 
said,  "  I  think  now  we  have  got  another  one  of  those  robbers."  I  said.  "  It  will  be  a  tine 
thing  if  you  have."  When  we  got  to  the  jail  the  man  said,  "  Get  down,  you  d — d  son  of  a 
h — h."  They  all  came  in.  I  lit  a  candle,  and  they  said,  "  Let's  take  it."  I  handed  it  to 
one  of  them,  and  lieard  something  go  click,  click.  They  syid,  "We  are  going  to  have 
these  prisoners  or  your  life.  Give  me  your  keys."  They  took  the  keys,  and  two  went 
up  stairs,  and  one  stayed  with  me,  with  a  pistol  presented  at  my  head.  Just  then  I 
heard  hoi'ses  and  men  coming  up  to  the  jail,  and  saw  twenty  or  twenty-five  men.  Those 
ux>  stairs  said,  "We  can't  unlock  the  door;  you  will  have  to  briugthe  old  rascal  up  here." 
Two  took  me  up,  and  I  turned  the  bolt,  and  tliey  took  me  away.  I  lieard  them  tying 
the  rope,  and  when  they  came  out  the  prisoners  were  tied;  the  men  had  something 
hanging  on  their  heads,  and  behind  them  came  Mr.  Slonroe,  who  put  his  pistol  through 
the  grates  and  threatened  them  ;  don't  know  what  he  said.  AVheu  they  went  out  they 
said,  "  Captain,  which  way  shall  we  go  ?"  Pie  said,  "  Toward  the  Stubbs  place;"  the 
man  held  me  till  they  were  gone,  and  then  jumped  on  his  horse  and  was  off. 

He  repeated  the  story  for  the  clerk  to  take  the  testimony,  as  follows: 

Questioned  l)y  W.  J.  Cl^vrke,  esq. : 
On  the  night  of  the  24th  of  January,  1^^(59,  a  mau  came  to  my  door  and  knocked.  I 
got  up,  and  he  said,  "  Come  down,  we  have  got  a  prisoner  here."  I  went  in  and  got 
the  keys,  and  as  I  walked  out  on  the  porch,  and  he  got  on  his  horse,  I  said,  "Where  is 
your  jirisoner  f"  He  said,  "There  he  is,"  pointhig  to  another  horse  where  two  meu 
were  on,  flic  hindmost  man  having  ropes  all  round  him;  I  cannot  say  whether  he  was 
tied  or  no  ;  then  he  started  on  to  the  jail.  He  said,  "  We  have  got  another  one  of  these 
robbers  ;  I  think  we  have  got  them  all  now."  Said  I,  "  If  you  have  it's  a  fine  thing." 
Said  I,  "  Is  he  white  or  black  f '  He  said,  "  He  is  a  white  mau."  I  couldn't  tell  whether 
he  was  white  or  l)lack  ;  he  was  in  the  middle  of  the  street  and  I  was  on  the  sidewalk  ; 
I  think  it  was  from  ten  to  twelve  steps  from  me  to  him.  There  was  no  mcu'c  said,  and 
he  went  on  to  the  jail.  When  we  got  to  the  jail  I  unl:>cked  the  door  and  loidvcd  round 
at  them  ;  the  mau  that  came  to  my  house  first  said  to  the  prisoner,  "Get  down,  you 
d — d  son  of  a  b — h,  and  come  in  here."  He  got  down  and  they  .stepped  into  the  jail 
and  said,  "  Where  are  you  going  to  put  this  pristmer?"  I  said,  "  I  reckon  I  will  put  him 
with  the  rest."  He  asked  me  then,  where  the  rest  were,  I  said,  "  Up  stairs,  in  a  cell." 
He  said,  "  Let's  go  up."  I  said,  "  Hold  on,  let's  strike  a  light."  As  I  was  lighting  the 
Vaudle  I  heard  the  cocking  of  the  jiistols — click,  click;  I  saw  the  pistols  before  in  their 
hands  ;  if  the  ]irisoner  had  a  pistol  I  never  saw  it.  As  I  lit  the  candle  one  of  the  meu 
said,  "  Let  me  hold  it  for  you ;"  and  when  he  took  hold  of  it  another  took  me  by  the 
collar.  I  didn't  know  either  of  them  ;  neither  had  anything  on  their  face.sj  the  ropes 
fell  off  th(!  prisoner;  the  men  had  pistols  pointed  at  me,  and  I  Avas  studying  the  men 
Avith  tln»  pistols  and  not  the  prisoner ;  he  out  with  his  knife  and  comniencifl  cutting 
the  vo]H)  to  pieces.  I  said,  "What  do  you  mean — you  ain't  going  to  tie  me,  are  you  ?'' 
Says  he,  "I  am  going  to  have  those  prisoners,  or  have  your  life,  or  be  killed,  one.  If 
you  make  any  alann  at  all  I  shall  kill  you."  I  told  him  to  take  the  j>istol  down,  for  I 
could  keep  just  as  still  Avithout  its  being  held  to  my  head,  for  he  might  accidentally 
pull  the  trigger  too  hard  and  shoot  me  1)ad  ;  so  he  took  it  down  and  said,  "  Be  careful 
and  not  make  any  disturbance."  Two  went  up  stairs,  one  of  them  being  the  prisoner, 
(I  mean  tin;  one  they  told  me  Avas  the  prisoner;)  the  other  kept  hold  of  me;  he  never 
turned  me  loose  all  the  time;  they  Avent  up  stairs,  and  they  couldn't  unlock  the  door  ; 
they  hallooed  down,  "  You  will  liave  to  fetch  tinit  old  rascal  up  here,"  They  Avere 
speaking  to  the  man  that  had  liold  of  me;  so  one  came  running  doAvn  stairs,  and 
the  one  Avho  had  hold  of  me  helped  him  to  carry  me  up  stairs ;  about  that  time 
I  heard  pcojjle  running,  horses'  heels,  and  that  like,  come  running  up  from  behind 
the  jail  and  from  the  market-house;  there  Avere  some  lifteen  or  twenty  ;  they  Avere 
all  tliat  number,  I  .should  think ;  all  Avere  armed,  some  Avit  h  i)i.stols  and  some  Avith 
guns;  they  were  out  of  doors;  they  ncA'cr  came  in  ;  they  came  up  Avith  horses.  When 
they  got  nw  up  stairs  they  ordered  me  to  unlock  the  door,  and  I  did  it ;  as  soon  as  I 
had  unlocked  it  they  shoA-ed  me  away  from  the  door  and  hallooed  for  more  help  ;  they 
came  up,  about  tliree  or  four  meu  ;  some  had  on  old  ragged  clothes,  and  some  had 
.something  tied  over  their  heads :  they  were  all  disguised  ;  I  didn't  know  Avho  they  Avere  ; 
Mr.  Monroe  canic  up  behind  them — Lawyer  Monnn".  the  gentleman  who  sits  over  there, 
(jioiuting  to  A.  Monroe;)  Mr.  Monroe  Avas  not   disguised;  there  Avere  other  men  who 
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■were  not  disguisetl ;  I  did  not  know  who  they  -were.  Mr.  Monroe  is  all  the  man  that  I 
knew  ainono-  the  crowd  who  came  in  the  jail ;  I  have  been  knowin,:;-  Mr.  Monroe  ever 
since  he  came  to  Kinston,  perhaps  six,  eight,  or  twelve  months,  and  have  seen  him 
often  ;  sometimes  I  saw  him  two  or  three  times  a  day,  and  then  I  wouldn't  see  him 
for  a  week  ;  we  met  and  talked  frequently,  oftentimes  ;  I  knew  it  was  him — was  satis- 
tied  of  it :  he  had  on  the  same  clothes,  I  think,  that  night  that  he  had  on  the  day  before ; 
I  think  tiiey  were  dark  clothes  ;  I  saw  his  face;  they  had  my  candle;  JhMiroe  came 
within  three  or  four  steps  of  lue  in  the  passage;  the  candle  was  burning  at  the  cell 
door,  in  the  jjassage ;  he  came  within  four  or  five  steps  of  me  ;  he  looked  round  and 
saw  me  and  shook  his  head  at  me,  but  said  nothing ;  he  turned  roxmd,  walked  down 
stairs,  and  I  saw  no  more  of  hiuj  that  night.  Monroe  went  out  of  my  sight  before  the 
prisoners  were  lirought  out  of  the  cells.  Then  thej*  took  the  p?  isoncrs  out  ;  I  heard 
the  jerks  of  the  rope,  and  when  they  came  out  they  were  tied  ;  they  took  them  down 
stairs,  and  there  was  a  crowd  there  to  receive  them.  I  could  see  the  crowd  out  doors  ; 
I  looked  through  the  windows  and  saw  them  ;  some  were  on  horses,  some  on  foot;  some 
one  said,  "Captain,  which  way  shall  we  gof  The  reply  was,  "Go  toward  the  Stnbbs 
place."  They  walked  off,  and  left;  they  marched  otf;  it  was  a  moonlight  nigl;t; 
Stubb's  place  is  on  the  county  road  which  leads  out  to  the  county  In-idge ;  Stubb's 
place  is  the  last  house  in  town  going  to  the  county  bridge.  I  don't  think  tliere  is  an- 
other house  beyond  ;  Tom  Preston  lives  at  the  Stubbs  place  ;  don't  know  for  certain 
whether  he  lived  there  then  or  not ;  I  reckon  it  is  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
Stubbs  place  to  the  county  bridge ;  I  think  it  is  called  a  mile  from  the  jail  to  the 
county  bridge,  as  nearly  as  I  can  guess  at  it ;  you  cannot  see  the  cour.ty  bridge  from 
the  jail;  I  don't  knoAv  that  you  can  see  houses  beyond  the  bridge  from  the  jail,  but 
I  think  you  can  stand  in  the  street  near  the  jail  and  see  houses  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river ;  there  are  houses,  bushes,  and  a  coru-tield  betweeu  the  county  jail  and  the 
briflge.  After  they  left  the  jail  I  heard  the  report  of  lire-arms  ;  I  think  it  was  in  the 
course  of  half  an  hour  after  they  left  the  jail;  I  heard  one  report, like  there  was  a  S(u-t 
of  a  A'olley  fired  off.  I  heard  no  other  noise  at  that  time ;  from  the  report  th» shooting- 
appeared  to  me  to  be  in  the  direction  of  the  bridge.  I  think  that  the  shc^riif  or  one  of 
the  deputies  were  then  present  when  I  p'.it  the  prisoners  in  jail ;  I  cau't  tell  which 
one ;  I  have  not  seen  the  prisoners  since  they  were  taken  out ;  I  do  not  know  what 
become  of  them  except  hearsaj*,  and  I  don't  suppose  it  worth  while  to  state  hearsays. 
The  defense  did  not  care  to  question  the  witness. 

AFTERNOOX. 

The  witness,  John  T.  Freeman,  signed  the  evidence  as  taken. 

William  Hopp,  a  witness  for  the  State,  being  sworn  aud  questioned  by  A.  S.  Seymour, 
esq.,  said  :  I  live  in  Lenoir  County  at  John  Parrott's,  live  miles  from  Kinstcm.  1  have 
been  living  there  about  six  months.  I  was  bred  and  horn  in  the  county,  aiul  lived  there 
all  my  life.  I  am  ac([uainted  with  Mr.  Monroe  ;  have  l)eeu  kuov>iug  him  about  eight , 
months.  I  see  him  in  court.  Yonder  he  is.  (Pointing  at  him.)  I  was  at  Mr.  Parrott's 
in  January  last  passed.  I  know  al>out  the  breaking  of  Lenoir  County  jail.  I  was  in 
there.  I  knew  the  men  that  came  to  let  out  the  prisoners.  I^vas  in  the  cell  with  them. 
Bob  Grady,  Daniel  Smith,  John  Miller,  Richard  Nobles,  and'Cater  Grady  were  in  the 
cell  with  me.  These  men  came  up  the  staus  to  let  the  prisoners  out.  I  know  the  men 
who  came  up  there.  Old  iNIr.  Oliver  Herring's  son,  Calvin,  jNIr.  Simpson  Har|)er,  Daniel 
Stroud,  and  Mr.  Monroe  were  the  men.  When  they  came  in  there  they  cut  up  these 
ropes  and  they  tied  these  i)risoners,  aud  Bob  Grady  says  to  Mr.  Harper,  "  What  is  you 
going  to  kill  me  for,"  and  the  answer  was,  "  d — n  you,  I  am  not  going  to  kill  you  ;  I  iim 
going  to  carry  you  down  stairs,  and  you  have  got  to  tell  me  trutli  to  night."  They 
carried  the  four  black  men  down  first.  They  staid  down  there  about  twenty  minutes, 
I  reckon.  They  came  back  up  there  and  got  this  Richard  Nobles;  he  was  white.  After 
they  came  and  got  them  all  out,  Mr.  Freeman  poked  his  head  into  the  cell  door  and 
asked  me  if  I  knew  any  of  the  men,  aud  I  was  afraid  to  tell  him.  I  saw  nothing  more 
of  the  men  who  took  the  prisoners  out.  The  answer  was  that  I  said  to  Mr.  Freeman 
that  I  did  not  know  them.  Then  he  says  to  me,  "  You  better  not  know  them."  The  night 
the  cell  door  was  o^ien  the  candle  was  just  inside  the  door.  Mr.  Freeman  was  standing 
just  inside  the  door ;  at  the  door.  Mr.  Monroe  was  standing  outside  the  grating,  and 
Mr.  Calvin  Herring,  he  was  the  man  that  had  the  candle.  Simpson  Hardy  said  to  Bob 
Crady,  "G— d  d — n  you,  you  have  threatened  burning  me  up  long  enough."  Wlien  1 
saw  Mr.  Monroe  he  was  standing  outside,  and  got  outside,  and  I  didn't  sec  any  more 
of  him ;  I  didn't  see  any  wrong  of  him.  He  walked  back  toward  the  steps,  and 
I  didn't  see  any  more  of  him.  I  saw  ])istoLs  drawn.  They  had  them  cocked,  and 
had  them  close  to  their  heads,  and  told  them  if  they  didn't  hush  hallooiug  they 
would  1)low  their  brains  out.  I  saw  Calvin  Herring,  Simpson  IIar2ier,  and  Mr.  Monroe 
here  with  pistols  drawn.  Calvin  Herring  had  his  cocked  inside  tlie  cell  at  the  i)ris- 
oner's  head.  Mr.  Monroe  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand  aud  liehl  the  end  of  it;  it  was  down 
by  his  side.    Simpson  Harper,  he  had  a  pistol  inside  the  cell  with  Calvin  Herring,  and 
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hod  it  coclced  to  the  prisoner's  head.  I  saw  no  other  person  inside  the  jail  but  those  I 
liave  mentioned.  I  remained  in  jail  three  days  after  this.  Egbert  Davis  sent  a  paper 
down  to  prove  th:^t  there  was  uo  evidence  against  me  at  all.  I  hivve  never  seen  any  of 
them  that  were  taken  ont  since  that  time.  I  have  been  living  at  Mr.  John  H.  Parrott':^ 
even  since  my  release  from  jail.  Mr.  John  H.  Parrott  said  that  if  I  followed  going  to 
Kinston  to  see  these  detectives  or  loafers,  that  some  of  these  nights  I  shonld  not  know 
anything. 

Witness  questioned  by  Judge  Thomas  : 

I  don't  know  that  I  am  afraid  that  my  life  would  be  taken.  There  are  a  good  many 
who  would  do  it  if  they  could.  I  have  heard  that  the  Hill  boys  said  they  had  a  great 
mind  to  go  up  there  and  get  me  and  kill  me. 

The  witness  signed  the  writteu  account  of  the  testimony. 

William  White,  a  witness  for  the  State,  was  called  and  sworn.  Questioned  by 
Judge  Thomas,  says :  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Questioned  by  W.  J.  Clarke,  esq. : 

I  stay  at  a  house  in  Kinston,  belonging  to  Mr.  R.  F.  Green,  the  superior  court  clerk 
of  Lenoir  County ;  I  married  his  oldest  daughter ;  I  think  I  have  resided  there  two  years. 
My  trade  is  anything  wliieh  will  pay  me  to  work ;  I  keep  the  records  of  the  superior  conrt 
clerk,  whatever  he  tells  me  to  write.  I  was  born  on  the  Kith  of  December,  18:>9  ;  I  was 
born  not  like  CInist;  1  was  l)orn  in  a  house.  (.Judge Thomas sjsid,  "Answer  properly,  or 
I  will  ])nt  you  in  jail.")  The  house  I  was  born  in  is  Ijurned  down  :  I  have  called  it  my 
borne  in  Kinston  ;  in  Janmiry  of  the  present  year  I  dois't  know  wliere  I  was ;  I  was  in 
Lenoir  County;  I  was  all  over  Kinston  on  the  night  of  January  2-1,  Is^B'J :  I  was  sort 
of  rizling  round  ;  I  can't  say  that  I  crossed  the  court-house  sqiuire  on  the  night  of 
January  24,  1809,  I  do  not  know  that  the  jail  in  Kinston  was  broken  open  in  the 
month  of  ^January  last ;  I  don't  know  what  month  it  was  ;  I  have  lieard  it  was  broken 
open,  but  don't  know  i(  ;  I  have  been  stopjied  and  halted  at  night  by  a  liand  of  men 
near  the  court-bouse  s(]uare  between  12  and  1  o'clock  at. night:  I  went  so  far  as  to 
draw  my  pistol  on  them,  and  I  would  have  shot  them,  too;  they  asked  me  where  I  was 
going;  he  told  mo  to  halt;  lie  asked  me  where  I  was  going,  and  I  said  I  was  going 
home;  I  saw  a  crowd  I  sui)posed  Avere  men,  about  thirty  yards  from  me;  I  should 
think  there  were  about  seventy-live  men  in  the  crowd;  It  Avas  a  bright  moonshiny 
night ;  I  put  my  jjistol  right  on  him  ;  he  said,  "Halt ;"  I  said,  "Who  is  that  f"  he  said, 
"xiin't  that  White  ?"  I.'^aid,  "Yes;"  he  asked  where  I  was  going;  I  said  I  Avas  going  home; 
he  told  me  to  go  on  ;  1  did  not  know  the  man  that  halted  me  ;  no  other  words  passed 
betAveen  us  that  I  recollect  of;  I  did  not  distinguish  any  one  in  the  crowd;  they  then 
sutfered  me  to  go  on ;  I  Avent  home  ;  I  Avent  to  my  resting-place;  I  remained  there  all 
•night;  I  heard  no  noise,  except  some  rats  runiiing  round  the  plastering ;  I  heard  uo 
^nusual  noises  outside  the  house  that  night  ;  I  Avas  Avitli  StcAamson  ;  he  AA^as  coroner, 
and  held  an  inquest  over  a  dead  body,  in  Nense  River,  just  beloAV  the  bridge,  a  mile  and 
a.  half  below  Kinston,  and  about  half  a  mile  beloAV  the  bridge  ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  Avas  a  white  nian  or  a  colored  man  ;  I  Avas  Jiot  on  the  jury  ;  I  was  just  down  there; 
the  body  was  a  brown  nndatto  or  a  Avhite  nuui ;  he  Avas  light  complected ;  there  is  no 
doubt  it  Avas  the  corpse  of  a  man  ;  it  Avas  Aery  otl'ensiA'c,  had  a  Acry  offensive  smell ; 
it  AA'as  a  bright  dark  night— not  niooidight;  avi'  got  him  out  belbre  the  moou  rose; 
we  had  a  lantern;  the  coroner  had;  1  Avent  within  a  foot  and  a  half  of  the  body; 
did  not  examine  the  body,  and  saw  noAVonuds;  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief 
the  liands  of  the  corpse  Avere  tied;  I  don't  recollect  Avhether  or  not  the  feet  AA'ere  tied; 
I  don't  know  Avhat  time  in  the  year  it  was;  have  not  the  least  idea  how  long  it  Avas 
after  the  jail-breaking;  ]iresumc  it  Avas  in  the  spring;  saA\-  another  l)ody  at  my  beach, 
about  live  miles  below  Kinston;  abont  tAVo  miles  and  a  half  beloAV  the  bridge  iii  a 
direct  line;  the  body  Avas  that  of  a  colored  man ;  he  had  on  connn(m  clothes  like  a 
laboring  man;  it  looked  like  the  hands  were  tied;  from  the  position  of  the  corpse  I 
suppose  the  hands  AAx-re  tied  above  the  head;  I  do  not  knoAV  Avliat  disi)osition  was 
made  of  the  body ;  I  saAv  it  in  the  Avater,  about  tAvo  hundred  yards  below  my  beach ;  I 
Avas  not  nearer  tlian  iifty  yards  to  the  body ;  I. did  not  bring  it  to  land,  nor  anybody 
«'lse,  to  my  knoAvledge ;  I  saAv  one  other  body,  doAvn  beloAV  the  beach,  aboiit  lialf  a 
mile;, it  Avas  in  the  Avater;  I  stood  on  the  bank  and  looked  at  the  body,  alxnit  thirty 
yards  distant;  this  Avas  after  the  breaking  of  the  prison,  and  after  the  night  1  wus 
halted  on  the  court-house  square;  this  last  body,  I  cannot  tell  Avluither  it  was  that  of 
a  Avhite  or  colored  man  ;  I  ditl  not  observe  Avhether  the  hands  or  feet  Avere  tied ;  saw 
nothing  but  his  ))osterior  extremities;  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  Avas  a  hunuui  being;  I 
d(m't  know  Avhether  it  is  the  corpse  of  a  man  or  woman;  it  had  on  drawei's  like  a 
man;  I  don't  know  that  it  is  a  usual  thing  to  let  bodies  lloat  down  Neuse  River  with- 
out rescuing  them;  I  told  the  coroner  elect.  William  Loftin,  that  a  body  was  in  the 
river;  I  don't  knoAv  that  the  prisoners  Avere  put  in  jail  in  January  last. 
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Not  cross-examined  by  the  clefendnnts.  When  the  evidence  he  had  given  was  read 
to  him  by  Judge  Thomas  he  cliauged  his  evidence,  and  said : 

I  crossed  the  conrt-house  sqnai'e  on  the  night  of  January  24,  and  was  halted.  I  sup- 
pose I  saw  the  second  body  about  two  weeks  after  I  saw  the  tirst.  The  body  on  which 
an  inquest  was  held  I  saw  about  two  weeks  after  I  saw  the  lirst  body  lloatiug  in  the 
river.     I  saw  the  first  two  bodies  about  six  days  aj^art. 

The  witness  signed  the  above-recited  evidence. 

Thomas  Parker,  (colored,)  a  witness  for  the  State,  being  sworn  and  questioned  by 
"\V.  J.  Clarke,  esq.,  said : 

My  name  is  Tom  Parker;  I  am  about.  35  years  of  age;  I  live  in  Kinston,  Lenoir 
County,  North  Carolina;  I  was  living  in  Kinston  last  January;  I  saw  a  crowd  of  men 
in  Kinston  last  January;  I  do  not  know  what  day;  it  was  in  the  night ;  I  think  it 
was  between  1  and  2  o'clock  at  night;  I  don't  think  it  looked  to  be  more  than  about 
twenty  men  in  the  crowd ;  I  passed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  from  them  ;  except 
Mr.  Hill,  he  was  same  side  of  the  street  I  was ;  they  came  out  from  between  Mr.  Pat- 
terson's store  and  the  garden  ;  they  crossed  over  and  went  under  the  old  marJiet-house ; 
the  old  market-house  is  about  thirty  yards  from  the  jail,  I  reckon  ;  some  went  on  to 
the  jail  and  some  stopped  under  the  old  market-house;  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
were  armed  or  not;  one  man  had  a*pistol  belted  around  him,  and  I  did  not  see  any 
arms  excepting  that ;  I  didn't  see  them  do  anything  but  go  to  the  jail  in  a  very  quiet 
manner;  there  was  no  particular  order  in  their  going;  I  heard  no  Avords  spoken 
among  them  ;  I  thought  they  were  x^utting  somebody  in  jail,  as  they  had  been  doing 
off  and  on  all  day ;  all  I  knew  in  jail  were  John  Miller,  a  black  man ;  Bob  Grady, 
a  black  man ;  Cater  Grady,  a  black  man  ;  a  dark,  pumpkin-colored  man  ;  he  was  five 
feet  high,  sort  of  a  bat-ham'd  man  ;  he  didn't  walk  right  up  and  down  like  most  men  ; 
he  had  knotty  hair  ;  he  probably  weighed  about  125  or  130  pounds.  Richard  Nobles 
was  in  there  :  he  was  a  white  man.  The  crowd  who  went  to  the  jail  tliat  I  see'd  was 
white  men ;  I  saw  not  a  colored  man  among  them.  I  went  to  the  jail  next  morning  ; 
it  did  not  look  like  it  had  been  broken  open  ;  there  Avas  no  sign  on  the  door,  and  the 
bolt  was  not  injured  at  all;  I  found  one  man  there  whom  I  knew  ;  his  name  was  Bill 
IIopp ;  Bob  Grady,  Cater  Grady,  and  Richard  Nobles  n-ere  not  there.  Eight  or  ten 
days  after  the  breaking  of  the  jail  I  saw  a  dead  body  in  the  river  about  100  or  150 
yards  below  the  bridge — Kinston  bridge  over  the  Neuse  River ;  the  bridge  is  about  a 
mile,  or  a  little  over,  from  the  jail ;  it  was  the  body  of  a  man  ;  I  went  near  enough  to 
put  my  hand  on  the  body  ;  the  skin  was  pretty  much  peeled  off  his  face  ;  he  did  not 
have  skin  as  if  he  had  lately  died ;  the  body  was  clothed  with  a  pair  of  pantaloons 
and  an  undershirt ;  it  appeared  like  a  man  who  had  been  in  the  water  a  right  smart 
of  days ;  it  looked  water-soaked ;  it  took  the  color  out  of  his  face  ;  I  did  not  know 
him,  but  it  was  said  to  be  Cater  Grady,  and  he  used  to  belong  to  George  Grady ; 
George  Grady  said  so  ;  I  see  him  (George  Grady)  every  morning  and  evening  ;  he  hauls 
fish  from  the  train  ;  I  saw  him  Z'.Ionday,  and.  I  think,  Tuesday  ;  I  saw  him  the  day  be- 
fore— day  before  yesterday;  the  body  was  about  the  size  of  Cater  Grady. 

The  defense  did  not  wish  to  cross-question  the  witness.  He  heard  the  evidence  read 
as  taken,  and  subscribed  to  it.  * 

George  W.  Tillois",  a  witness  for  the  State,  being  sworn  and  questioned  by  R.  F 
Lehman,  esq.,  said : 

I  am  thirty-four  years  of  age  ;  in  the  month  of  .January  last  I  resided  near  the  river 
bridge  of  Kinston  ;  I  A'isited  the  Lenoir  County  jail  in  that  month;  I  saw  and  con- 
versed with  prisoners  lodged  in  Lenoir  County  jail  in  that  month  ;  the  prisoners'  names 
were  as'Tbllows  :  Cater  Grady.  Daniel  Smith,  or  Grady,  (I  know  hmi  by  both  names,) 
Robert  Grady,  John  Miller,  and  Richard  Nobles. 


Headquarters  Departmext  oe  Virgixia, 

JUclimond,  Virfjima.  March  15,  1870. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  major  general  com- 
manding the  division,  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  First  Lieutenant  Paid  R.  Hambrick, 
unattached,  in  relation  to  the  troubles  in  Alamance  County,  North  Carolina,  heretofore 
reported  in  my  communication  of  the  8th  instant. 

It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  get  exact  information  upon  any  subject  of  this  kind 
through  the  agency  of  any  one  who  is  known  to  I)e  comiected  with  the  Army,  and  as 
Lieutenant  Hambrick  had  an  extensive  accpiaintance  in  that  part  of  North  Carolina, 
and  knows  personally  many  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  both  political  parties,  I 
selected  him  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  investigation  as  would  davelo])  the  actual 
state  of  facts,  and  determine  as  fully  as  possible  the  character  and  extent  of  the  disor- 
ders that  have  occurred  and  aro  threatened.  • 
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His  statement,  both  as  to  existing  disorders  and  the  disposition  and  power  of  th. 
civil  anthoritios  to  control  them,  may,  I  think,  be  fully  relied  upon  ;  and  as  ameasn:  ■ 
of  precaution  I  will  send  to  Raleigh  two  companies  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry,  now  in 
garrison  near  this  city,  which  have  been  held  in  readiness  for  that  service  for  several 
days  past. 

Of  course  these  troops,  as  well  as  those  now  in  North  Carolina,  can  take  no  active 
measures  in  suppressing  these  disorders  unless  the  President  should  autliorize  their 
emiiloyment  for  that  purpose.  But  they  may  inspire  the  civil  authorities  with  a  greater 
degree  of  confidence  than  they  now  appear  to  possess,  and  their  presence  will  at  least 
afford  to  Union  men  a  place  of  refuge  from  assassination  and  outrage. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brevet  Major  GeneraJ,  Commanding. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

'  Miliianj  Divmon  of  the  Atlantic,  Fhiladi'lphia,  Pennsylvania. 


Ric^iMOXD,  ViiJCrixiA,  l[arch  14,  1870. 

General:  In  compliance  with  instructions,  received  from  you  on  the  9th  instant,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  visited  the  county  of  Alamance,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  made  a  thorough  investigation,  as  far  as  tiuie  and  circumstances  would 
allow,  into  and  of  tlie  outrages  reported  to  have  been  connnitted  in  said  countj'  by  a 
party  styling  themselves  Ku-Klux,  «fec.,  and  I  beg  to  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report : 

First.  I  find  that  there  is  a  formidable  body  of  men  organized  in  said  county  com- 
posed of  persons  whose  ages  range  from  eighteen  to  thirty-five  years,  and  are  under 
thorough  discipline  and  training,  styling  themselves  "Constitutional  Defenders,"  "Kn- 
Klux,'"  »!v:c. 

Second.  Their  object  appears  to  be  to  drive  the  colored  and  Union  men  of  said  county 
from  the  said  cohh/// and  State.  This  they  accomplish  hy  murder  aud  corporal  jyunisk- 
vienf. 

This  organization  first  commenced  their  liellish  deeds  by  hanging  two  wliite  men  on 
the  border  of  said  county,  where  the  county  Joins  tlie  counties  of  Orange  and  Chatham. 
These  men  were  brothers,  named  Daniel  and  .lefi'crson  Morrow. 

Immediately  after  this  double  nmrder  notices  were  served  upon  all  republicans  to 
leave  the  county  and  State  at  once,  or  tliey  would  meet  a  like  fate. 

On  my  arrival  in  Graham,  I  called  upon  the  magistrates  of  the  town,  and  from  them 
learned  the  following  facts :  These  gentlemen,  Justices  Albright  and  Harding,  when 
these  depredations  first  connuenced,  issued  warrants  for  about  a  dozen  of  the  gang,  and 
had  them  arraigned  for  trial.  So  complete  was  the  organization,  these  genth'men  found 
that  it  wouhl  be  inipossilile  to  puuisli  any  of  this  Klan,  because  of  the  swift  witnesses 
ready  at  all  times  to  prove  alibis,  and  they  were  com)ielled  in  every  instance  to  dismiss 
the  charges  against  them.  No4onc  of  them  has  ever  been  punished  even  with  a  day's 
imprisonment  in  the  county  jail. 

I  will  now  detail  .n,  few  of  the  many  cases  brought  to  my  notice  while  in  Graham. 

Besides  the  ^lorrow  brothers,  a  white  man  residing  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county,  named  Guy,  has  been  hung;  since  then  three  colored  men  have  met  with  the 
same  fate. 

Vv'yatt  Outlaw  was  hung  in  the  public  srpiare  at  Graham  on  the  26th  of  February, 
at  night.  This  man  was  a  colored  mechanic,  was  honest  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings, 
and  his  only  ofi'ense  was  that  he  was  the  leader  of  the  Union  League  in  said  county. 
He  was  a  carriage-maker,  and  his  death  is  deeply  felt  bj"  the  good  citizens  of  the 
county. 

The  morning  after  this  murder  (Sunday)  his  body  was  cut  down  by  Sheriff  Murray, 
taken  to  the  court-house  for  incpicst,  and  while  there,  in  presence  of  this  officer,  indig- 
nities were  offered  the  dead  man  by  i)artics  proffering  the  dead  l)ody  a  cigai*. 

The  morning  after  tlio  nmrder,  a  i)arty  of  these  outlaws  called  at  the  house  of  one 
William  Puryeor,  in  the  southeastern  ])art  of  the  county,  and  demanth-d  breakfast. 
They  had  removed  the  masks  from  their  laces,  but  kept  on  their  gowns.  While  at  the 
table  of  this  man,  one  of  the  party.  Avho  was  imder  the  inlhienco  of  strong  drink, 
openly  boasted  tliut  he  had  placed  tlie  rope  around  the  neck  of  said  Wyatt  Outlaw. 
This  man,  I'uryeor,  was  a  poor,  ignorant  colored  pc-rson,  and  after  the  party  left  re- 
l^orted  the  fact  in  the  neighl)orhood.  It  was  soon  reported  to  the  Klan,  wlio,  last  week, 
returned  to  his  house  at  night,  took  him  from  his  bed,  and  evidently  killed  him.  for 
fear  the  military  authorities  would  gather  the  names  of  the  parties  concerned  in  Out- 
law's nuinh'r. 

While  in  Graham  the  death  of  a  colored  man  was  reported  by  the  name  of  Sykes. 
This  murder  occurred  w  month  since,  Init,  through  fear,  parties  having  knowledge  of 
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Bamc  did  unt  report  the  case  before.  Many  rumors  of  murder  most  foul  are  reaching 
the  Tillage  daily,  of  both  Avhite  and  colored. 

Minor  depredations  are  daily  oocuiTcnces.  About  ten  days  since  a  school-teacher 
named  Callis,  a  Avhite  man,  teaching  a  colored  school  at  the  Company  Shops,  about 
three  miles  from  Graham,  was  taken  from  his  bed  at  night,  and  was  most  outrageously 
Avhipped.  After  the  party  had  satiated  themselves,  they  gave  him  live  days  to  leave 
the  State.  He  is  now  at  Clover  Depot,  on  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad,  suffer- 
ing from  injuries  received  at  that  t'uiu\  They  next  ■vvcnt  to  Graham,  and  to  the 
house  of  a  Mr.  Siddle,  a  white  man,  also  a  teacher  of  a  colored  school,  and  took  him 
from  his  bed,  and  administered  to  him  a  very  severe  whipping,  ordering  him  to  leave 
the  county  and  State  at  once.  Since  that  day  this  man  is  missing.  Whetlier  he  left 
or  was  nuirdered  remains  to  be  seen. 

On  Friday,  the  4th  instant,  an  old  colored  man  named  John  Boon,  residing  near  Gib- 
sonviile,  in  said  county,  lost  his  wife,  and  at  her  burial  on  the  Saturday  following  ho 
placed  a  small  national  tlag  on  her  coffin.  A  ruffian  present,  named  Simon  Wagoner,  said 
openly,  that  he  "would  stand  no  such  d — d  nonsense,"  and  that  "  he  wonhl  have  that 
old  negro  attended  to  that  night."  He  further  stated,  when  some  one  called  upon  him 
to  explain  why  it  was  the  old  man  had  used  the  flag,  "that  ho  had  detailed  four  men, 
giving  their  names,  to  attend  to  the  matter  that  night."  Sure  enough,  four  disguised  per- 
sons did  visit  this  old  man's  house,  but  he,  fearing  such  visit,  left.  The  week  after  the 
murder  of  Outlaw,  Mr.  Badham  expressed  himself  rather  freely  regarding  the  murder, 
when  a  ruffian  named  Moore  fell  upon  him  and  beat  him  outrageously,  breaking  one  of 
the  bones  of  Mr.  Badham's  leg.  I  mention  these  facts  to  show  that  these  things  are 
openly  done,  and  no  arrests  are  made. 

While  investigating  at  Graham,  Friday,  an  old  colored  man  came  in  and  reported 
that  he  had  received  a  very  severe  whipping  the  night  before  from  the  Ku-Klux.  This 
old  man,  whose  name  is  George  Reppey,  told  a  very  straight  and  pitiful  story.  Ho 
said  that  last  week  he  visited  the  camp  of  the  soldiers,  and  after  getting  home  was 
sitting  reflecting  about  leaving  the  country,  when  the  party,  some  dozen,  broke  his 
door  open,  rushed  in  and  seized  him,  took  him  to  the  woods,  and  wliile  one  of  their 
number  held  his  head  between  the  knees  of  one  of  them,  the  rest  struck  him  twenty- 
five  lashes  apiece  Avith  a  leather  strap;  that  while  in  this  position,  to  use  his  own 
language,  he  gave  "  a  powerful  lunge,"  and  threw  the  man  holding  him  into  the  boughs 
of  a  tree  which  had  been  felled  for  lumber.  After  the  party  had  beat  him  they  left 
him,  aud  he  picked  up  a  spur  which  the  man  holding  him  lost  among  the  boughs  when 
he  fell.  This  spur  is  recognized  as  the  property  of  one  Dr.  Thomas  Luttou.  It  is  a 
peculiar,  large  si)ur,  and  is  well  known.  This  man  Repj)ey  was  whipped  because  he 
visited  the  camp  of  Seventeenth  detachment  the  day  before. 

They  have  served  notices  on  every  Union  man  in  the  county,  and  have  oven  gone  so 
far  as  to  serve  notices  on  Judge  Tourgee  and  others,  at  Greensboro'. 

They  now  swear  openly  that  they  will  cause  the  death  of  every  Union  man  in  Gra- 
ham the  moment  the  Yankee  soldiers  are  withdrawn,  unless  said  persons  go  with  said 
soldiers. 

I  conversed  with  colored  and  white  men  who  confessed  that  they  ha<l  not  slept  in 
their  houses  for  four  weeks. 

The  organization  is  complete;  it  extends  to  every  part  of  the  country,  and  nothing 
can  be  said  or  done  without  their  knowledge.  They  are  well  drilled,  have  regular 
commanders,  who  issue  orders  which  are  obeyed  with  alacrity.  There  are  iour  known 
commanders  in  Alamance  County,  one  at  each  of  the  cardinal  points,  and  kiiown  as 
the  north,  south,  east,  aud  west  commanders.  They  have  regular  signs  and  grips 
and  also  words,  and  are  bound  by  oatlis  to  deliver  any  of  the  order  who  should  be 
so  unfortunate  as  to  fall  into  the  clutches  of  the  law.  Two  of  the  hea<l  villains  are 
known  in  this  county,  Simon  Wagner,  commanding  the  north,  and  Adolphus  Moore, 
commanding  the  south.  These  two  have  expressed  themselves  in  language  unmistak- 
able. The  night  they  murdered  Wyatt  Outlaw  they  jmraded  the  streets  of  Graham, 
going  through  many  evolutions,  and  at  last  brought  np  in  front  of  Squire  Albright's 
house,  but  it  is  supposed  that  they  wei'e  deteired  from  entering  the  same,  as  the  matter 
had  spread  through  the  place  and  a  large  crowd  of  citizens  had  assembled.  It  is  eeti- 
niated  by  good  judges  that  there  were  at  least  one  hundred  of  the  party,  many  say 
more,  none  less.  It  was  the  largest  demonstration  ever  made  of  the  klau  in  North 
Carolina.  What  their  intentions  were  besides  the  murder  of  Outlaw  is  unknown,  but 
from  their  numl)er  and  the  many  notices  served  on  Justice  Albright  and  Hardin,  the 
presumption  is  that  more  mischief  was  intended. 

It  is  impossible,  as  stated,  to  briug  theui  to  justice  before  the  civil  authorities. 
This  is  acknowledged  by  Judge  Tourgee,  Justices  Albright,  Hardin,  aud  others.  Their 
witnesses  will  swear  to  anything  to  clear  a  memlter.  The  declaration  of  martial  law 
has  only  maddened  them.  They  say  openly  that  they  defy  Holden  and  all  his  aid. 
I^ieutenant  McTaggart  says  he  has  force  enough  to  prevent  further  raids  ou  Graham 
and  the  Company  Shops,  and  yet  partiesarebadly  whipped  every  night  within  five  aud 
ten  miles  of  Graham.    K  possible  a  company  of  cavalry  should  bo  sent  to  the  county 
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and  cause  the  same  to  be  isatrolled  nightly,  with  power  to  arrest  all  t  spicious 
characters. 

This  is  the  wish  of  all  good  citizens  with  whom  I  met  at  the  Shops.  I  conversed  with 
Mr.  G.  M.  Lee,  the  treasurer  of  the  North  Carolina  road,  and  he  expressed  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  only  way  to  allay  the  excited  feelings  of  the  negroes  and  white  Union 
people  was  to  send  more  trf)ops.  Militia  will  not  answer,  for  if  you  enroll  the  militia 
of  this  county,  over  one  half  of  those  enrolled  would  be  members  of  the  organization. 
If  these  desperadoes  are  to  be  punished,  nothing  short  of  a  military  court  will  answer. 
If  Governor  Holdeu  has  the  authority  to  convene  a  court  of  militia  ofhcers,  chosen  from 
other  portions  of  the  State,  and  delegate  to  them  power  to  try  and  punish  those  oftend- 
ers,  then  perhai)S  they  would  get  a  fair  trial,  and  justice  would  be  meted  out  to  them. 
But  it  is  all  folly  and  time  thrown  away  to  send  them  before  the  civil  authorities. 

There  is  one  fact  clearly  established  :  that  is,  that  tliere  is  such  an  organization  iu 
said  county ;  that  it  is  composed  in  part  of  men  who  have  heretofore  stood  high  iu  the 
county  ;  tbat  they  are  completely  organized,  and  that  they  have  murdered  innocent 
citizens  and  mutilated  others  too  numerous  to  mention. 

I  am,  general,  most  resiiectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  R.  HAMBRICK, 
First  Lieutenant  United  States  A)~my, 

Major  General  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

Commanding  Dei)artmentof  Virginia. 

A  tr\ie  copy : 

LOUIS  V.  CAZIARC, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  Mh-itary  Division  of  the  Atlantic, 

rhiladclphia,  I'a.,  Jilarch  18, 1870. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  for  the  information  of 
the  General-in-Chief.  I  have  informed  Brevet  Major  General  Cauby  that  I  approve  the 
course  pursued  by  him. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Headquarters  oi'  the  Army, 

Washington,  I).  C,  March  22,  1870. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  President. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  General. 

OflScial  copies : 

E.  D.  TOWTSrSEND, 

Adjutant  General. 
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NOETH  CAEOLINA. 

"Washington,  D.  C,  January  24,  1871. 
Joseph  "W".  Holden  swom  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  "Wliere  do  you  reside  ? 

Ansicer.  In  Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 

Question,  What  is  your  occiij)atiou  ? 

Ansiver.  I  am  an  editor. 

Question.  What  positions  have  you  occupied  during  the  last  three  or  four  years  ? 

AnsKxr.  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina  State  legislature,  and  speaker 
of  the  house  of  representatives;  after  which  I  ^vas  the  editor  of  the  North  Carolina 
Standard,  a  republican  paper,  published  in  Raleigh,  which  paper  expired  when  I  left 
the  control  of  it,  last  fall. 

Question.  Will  you  state  to  this  committee  your  knowledge  and  observation  of  the 
state  of  affairs  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  so  far  as  regards  the  security  of  i^ersons 
and  projierty  in  that  State  ? 

Answer.  There  have  been  numerous  outrages  committed  in  that  State  by  bands  of 
men  in  disguise.  In  certain  j)ortions  of  the  State  citizens  of  one  class  of  political 
opinions  have  not  felt  safe  either  in  their  persons  or  j)roperty ;  murders  have  been  com- 
mitted, also  maimings,  mutilations,  and  scourgings.  I  have  myself  seen  persons  who 
have  been  whipped,  and  I  have  seen  the  relatives  of  persons  killed  who  came  to  the 
city  of  Raleigh  to  obtain  protection  from  the  governor.  I  was  present  in  the  legisla- 
ture when  bills  for  their  protection  were  discussed  and  passed,  and  I  know  that  the 
vote  upon  them  was  a  strictly  party  vote.  As  editor  of  the  Standard  I  was  called  upon 
to  publish  many  descriptions  of  these  outrages,  and  the  testimony  of  many  witnesses 
in  regard  to  them.  It  was  then  my  opinion,  as  it  is  now,  that  life  and  property  are 
unsafe  in  certain  sections  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  that  unless  these  bands 
of  disguised  men  are  checked  in  their  operations,  in  a  few  years  there  will  be  no  secu- 
rity for  life  or  property  in  that  State. 

Question.  AVill  you  state  in  what  portions  of  North  Carolina  you  consider  that  to 
be  the  case  at  this  time,  and  what  is  the  information  upon  which  your  statement  is 
founded  ? 

Answer.  The  counties  of  Alamance,  Orange,  Moore,  Caswell,  Lincoln,  and  Cleveland 
are  the  counties  in  which  the  most  of  these  outrages  have  been  committed,  though 
they  have  been  committed  in  a  gi'eater  or  less  degree  in  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
counties  of  the  State.  The  information  upon  which  I  have  this  statement  has  been 
obtained  from  letters,  the  statements  of  leading  public  men  made  to  me,  and  my  gen- 
eral knowledge,  as  an  editor,  of  affairs  throughout  the  State,  as  well  as  from  debates 
in  the  legislature,  testimonj'  taken  before  Chief  Justice  Pearson,  and  the  confessions 
of  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  which  I  have  heard,  and  the  actual  view  and  sight 
of  persons  Avho  have  been  scourged  and  otherwise  outraged. 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  the  names  of  responsible  xiersons,  persons  of  veracity  in 
the  several  counties,  who  have  communicated  information  of  this  character  to  you? 

Answer.  I  could  obtain  the  names  of  persons  and  the  dates  of  the  outrages  from  the 
files  of  my  jjaper,  and  from  other  sources  which  are  not  now  at  hand.  The  most  of 
those  who  were  whipped,  with  a  few  exceptions,  were  obsciu"e  men,  negroes  who  have 
no  redress  of  grievances,  ignorant  persons ;  and  if  white  men,  farmers,  living  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  principal  towns.  1  do  not  know  the  names,  but  there  is  a  record  of 
many  of  them  in  the  executive  department  of  the  State.  The  leading  men  in  the  dif- 
ferent counties  know  and  can  give  their  names. 

Question.  Upon  what  do  you  Ijase  your  statement  that  the  outrages  committo 
these  j)ersous  have  been  because  of  their  political  opinions  ? 
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Ansicer.  It  is  becimse  tliey  have  been  almost  uniformly  republicans ;  and  the  out- 
rages were  acconiimniftl  by  threats  tliat  if  they  voted  the  republican  ticket  the  out- 
rages would  be  repeated,  or  they  would  be  allowed  to  vote  no  longer.  The  outrages 
with  the  accompanying  threats  were  regarded  as  intimidations.  The  witnesses  state 
that  such  has  been  almost  invariably  the  case. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  etfwrts  having  been  made  t6  bring  to  justice 
the  persons  charged  with  having  ceiumitted  these  outrages;  and,  if  so,  with-what  re- 
sults ? 

Answer.  The  courts  despaired ;  that  is,  the  judges  saw  that  the  grand  juries  would 
not  bring  in  indictments,  and  the  solicitors  saw  that  they  could  not  prosecute  with 
any  hope  of  obtaining  convictions.  It  was  therefore  determined  last  summer  to  in- 
augurate a  movement  to  have  those  persons  arrested  by  military  law.  The  two  coun- 
ties of  Alamance  and  Caswell  were  declared  in  insurrection  ;  militia  was  raised,  and 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  applied  to  for  assistance,  and  United  States 
troops  were  sent  into  the  State.  Arrests  were  made  ;  but  there  is  a  provision  in  our 
State  constitution  forbidding  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  district 
judge,  Judge  Brooks,  issued  writs  of  habeas  coiims  in  the  cases  of  a  ])ortion  of  the  per- 
sons arrested,  and  in  the  custody  of  Colonel  Kirk  of  the  State  militia,  ami  wheu  they 
wei"e  brought  up  for  a  hearing  before  the  judge,  at  Salisbury,  they  were  released.  The 
rest  of  the  persons  arrested  were  brought  before  Chief  Justice  I'earsun,  who  bound  over 
a  portion  of  them  to  answer  in  their  various  counties.  The  grand  jurii's  of  those  coun- 
ties have  since  sat  and  all  those  eases  have  been  dismissed.  A  portion  of  the  oaths 
taken  by  the  members  of  these  organizations  recpiircs  perjury  on  the  witness-stand  and 
iu  the  jiuy-box  ;  and  from  the  Avay  in  which  our  juries  have  been  called  in  our  State 
it  has  been  impossil)le  to  secure  convictions  in  the  cases  of  those  men.  If  the  sheritl 
is  a  member  of  the  Klan,  or  if  the  county  commissioner.s,  who  form  the  jury,  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Klan,  the  jury  will  be  more  or  less  impreguiited  with  members  of  this  Klan. 
And  a  part  of  the  oath  of  these  i)ersons  is,  if  tlieic  is  an  im])nrtaiit  trial  going  on,  to 
bang  around  the  sherili  in  the  court-houoc,  so  that  they  may  be  summoned  and  placed 
on  th(;  jury. 

Queslion.  Do  you  make  that  statement  froni  the  confessions  which  you  have  referred 
to  as  having  heard  yourself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  from  those  confessions,  and  from  evidence  obtained  from  witnesses 
in  the  Lenoir  Cotuitj'  ease,  aud  also  liom  the  evidence  adduced  iu  tlu;  trial  before  his 
honor.  Chief  Justice  Pearson,  iu  the  preliminary  examinations  before  him  in  the  cai)a- 
city  of  a  magistrate. 

Qnestion.  What  arc  the  names  of  the  persons  referred  to  by  you  as  having  made  these 
confessious  ? 

Answer.  James  E.  Boyd  and  John  W.  Long,  of  Alanuiuce  county,  Avere  two  of  those 
who  confessed.  And  there  were  a  large  number  of  others  Vv'hose  confessious  have  been 
printed  and  laid  before  the  Senate. 

Question.  "What  was  the  date  ? 

Answer.  The  trials  were  had  last  summer;  the  exact  date  I  do  not  now  renu'nd)er. 

Question.  To  wliat  extent  does  that  state  of  things  now  continue  iu  the  counties  to 
which  you  have  referred  ? 

Ansivcr.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  my  father  stating  that  information  had  been 
received  that  tlie  Ku-Klux  Klau  was  still  riding  in  Cuiltbrd  and  Alamanee  Counties. 
I  would  .state  that  it  has  been  almost  imi)ossible  to  gather  information  on  this  subject, 
as  there  are  only  about  halfa<h)y,en  newspaiiers  iu  the  State  of  North  Carolina  dis- 
posed to  pui)lish  the  facts  concerning  these  outrages.  The  rest  of  the  newspapers,  at 
least  up  to  the  time  of  tins  investigation,  denied  the  existence  of  ixny  such  organiza- 
tion as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  ;  and  wheu  they  did  publish  the  account  of  any  outrage  they 
either  justilied  it  tn-  apologized  for  it.  The  oi)position  newspapers  have  not  ])iibll.'^]ied 
or  given  credenee  or  belief  to  any  of  the  accounts  of  outrages,  thougli  i)ei"sons  with 
the  wounds  upon  their  bodies  have  been  in  the  [lublie  market-places  of  Noith  Carolina 
exhibiting  their  wounds,  and  the  weapons  with  which  they  have  beeu  scourged  and 
outraged.  In  all  the  State  of  North  Carolina  there  has  Ijeeu  captured  l>ut  one  of 
the  costumes  of  the  Kr.-Klux  Klan.  It  is  home-made,  constructed  out  of  common  ma- 
terial, and  hideous  iu  appearance. 

Question.  Do  you  speak  of  it  from  a  per.sonal  inspection  of  it? 

.Insiicr.  From  a  per.sonal  inspection  of  it. 

Queslio)!.  Will  you  give  a  ilescription  of  it  ? 

Answer.  The  costume  is  a  long  gown  with  loose  flowing  sleeves,  with  a  hood,  in  which 
the  ajjcrtures  for  the  eyes,  nose,  and  month  are  trimmed  with  .some  red  material.  The 
hood  has  three  horns,  made  out  of  sonu-  common  cotton-stuti',  in  sha])0  something  like 
candy  bags,  and  stuffed,  and  wrapped  with  red  .strings,  the  horns  standing  out  on  the 
front  and  the  side's  of  the  hood,  ^^'heu  the  cost  ume  is  worn  by  a  person  he  is  completely 
disguised  by  it.  He  does  not  speak  iu  his  natural  tone  of  voice,  and  uses  a  mystical 
style  of  language,  aud  is  arnu'd  with  a  revolver,  a  knife,  or  a  stick.  In  some  instances 
where  they  have  ridden  through  neighborhoods  they  have  disguised  their  horses  so 
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thai  eveu  they  shonlcl  not  be  recognized.  A  gentleman  from  the  -n'cstern  portion  of 
Wake  County  came  in  and  complained  to  me,  stating  that  they  had  called  at  hi.s  house, 
disguised,  when  he  was  absent;  that  his  wife  saw  them,  and  he  himself  saw  them 
afterward:  that  the  disguises  were  of  ditferent  colors;  ''hat they  were  not  all  red  nor 
all  alike,  but  that  they  were  all  hideous,  and  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  identify- 
any  of  those  who  wore  them. 

Question.  What  evidence  have  you  that  this  costume  of  which  you  speak  was  one 
used  by  members  of  this  organization  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was  captured  by  Colonel  Bergen,  an  officer  of  the  militia,  and  broTight 
down  to  the  city  of  Raleigh,  where  it  was  identified  by  two  members  of  the  Klau  as 
one  of  the  costumes  of  the  organization.  Those  who  had  made  confessions,  James  E. 
Boyd  and  others,  saw  it,  and  said  that  to  tlie  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief  it  was 
one  of  their  costumes.  It  was  in  the  executive  office,  and  no  denial  was  made  that  it 
was  one  of  the  costumes  of  this  organization. 

Question.  Have  you  yourself  been  in  either  of  the  counties  you  have  named? 

Ansicer.  I  have  canvassed  Caswell  County,  and  I  resided  for  three  or  four  months 
in  the  fall  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Rockinghani,  studying  law.  At  that  time  out- 
rages were  being  conmiitted  in  that  county  ;  a  colored  woman  was  murdered,  and  a 
colored  man  was  shot,  and  whipped,  and  driven  from  the  county.  A  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  declared  that  it  was  a  shame  that  the  county  in  which  he  resided  should 
be  disgraced  by  these  outrages. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  that  judge? 

Ansicer.  Judge  Settle ;  and  as  other  magistrates  would  not  take  hold  of  the  matter 
because  of  intimidation  and  the  f(?ar  of  consequences,  and  also  because  of  a  lack  of  a 
sufficient  knowledge  of  the  law,  .Judge  Settle  consented  to  act  as  a  migistrate.  He 
went  to  the  town  of  Wentworth,  the  county  seat,  summoned  witnesses,  had  a  prelimi- 
nary examination,  and  lionnd  several  parties  over  to  apjiear  at  the  next  term  of  court,  at 
which  term,  however,  the  grand  jury  failed  to  fuul  any  bill  against  them.  The  ground 
upon  which  he  bound  the  parties  over  was  that  one  of  them  was  identified  by  means 
of  a  wound  in  his  hand,  but  he  proved  an  alibi.  That  is  the  common  way  with  them 
of  doing  it;  they  always  prove  an  alibi  on  trial.  Another  was  identified  l)y  his  A^oice, 
another  by  his  walk.  The  witnesses  were  all  colored  persons,  and  although  they  coukl 
not  swear  positively  that  they  were  the  persons  who  had  committed  the  outrages, 
tinder  the  circumstances  the  judge  bound  the  parties  over.  I  was  then  present  in  that 
county,  and  it  was  understood  tliat  from  that  day  the  organization  in  that  county  was 
dissolved  ;  at  all  events,  that  was  the  rumor.  In  the  mea"u  time,  the  call  for  the  militia 
had  been  made  in  that  county,  and  the  adjutant  general  went  up  there  to  inspect  it 
and  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any  use  for  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  stated  that  the  persons  outraged  were  all  of  one  political  party ; 
state  plainly  the  party  to  which  you  allege  those  persons  belonged,  and  the  party,  if 
you  know  it,  to  which  belonged  those  who  are  charged  with  having  committed  the  out- 
rages. 

Answer.  The  persons  whipped  by  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  belonged  to  the  repuldican 
party;  and  they  were  whipped  just  prior  to  the  election,  for  the  purpose  of  intimidat- 
ing them  from  voting,  or  ihr  the  purpose  of  driving  them  out  of  the  counties,  so  as  to 
break  down  the  republican  majorities  in  those  counties.  There  have  been  cases  I'e- 
j)orted,  of  which  I  am  not  personally  aware,  of  parties,  not  republicans,  who  were 
whipped  by  men  in  disguise.  There  also  were  three  or  four  negroes  in  disguise,  taken 
in  the  county  of  Alamance,  engaged  in  robbing.  But  those  things  were  merely  imita- 
tions of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan —  matters  of  private  revenge  that  did  not  extend  to  any 
distance,  that  were  merely  local  and  temporary  ;  the  others  have  extended,  more  or  less, 
all  over  the  Staf  e,  for  years. 

Question.  AVhere  murders  and  breaches  of  the  peace  have  been  committed,  arising 
out  of  other  than  political  causes,  is  there  any  difficulty  in  administering  justice  iu  the 
courts  of  North  Carolina  ? 

Ansicer.  Not  particularly,  that  I  am  aware  of;  though  I  believe  that  if  I  were  to  be 
tried  in  certain  counties  of  that  State,  I  could  not  obtain  justice  at  the  hands  of  those 
men,  where  they  controlled  the  counties. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  You  are  a  son  of  Governor  William  W.  Iloldeu  ? 
Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qursliou.  Do  you  occupy  any  official  position  under  him? 
Answer.  I  do  not  now. 

Question.  When  did  you  cease  to  hold  any  official  position  under  him  ? 
Ansicer.  I  never  held  any  office  under  him.    I  was  State  printer  at  the  time  the  legis- 
lature met,  and  they  abolished  the  office. 
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Question.  [Handiug  the  ■wituess  a  printed  copy  of  the  third  annual  message  of  the 
governor  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina.]     Is  this  an  official  document? 

Answer.  It  is,  and  I  i)riuted  it.     There  is  an  appendix  to  that  document. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  correctly  as  saying  that  the  testimony  upon  which  you 
founded  your  statement  as  to  the  existence  of  this  Klan  and  of  the  confessions  of  its 
members,  is  that  set  forth  in  the  evidence  taken  before  Chief  Justice  Pearson,  and  also 
in  what  was  termed  the  Lenoir  County  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  in  the  statements  of  persons  who  have  been  whipped,  and  in 
other  official  documentary  evidence  now  in  the  executive  office  in  the  city  of  Raleigh. 

Question.  There  is  other  evidence  besides  this? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  a  large  amount  of  evidence. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  the  State  printer? 

Answer.  I  was  elected  in  March,  1870,  before  the  legislature  adjourned. 

Question.  Have  you  a  co])y  of  the  election  laws  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  or 
can  yon  furnish  a  cojjy  to  this  connuittee  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  suppose  I  could  obtain  a  co])y  by  writing  to  the  State  for  it.  I  was  elected 
State  printer  by  the  legislature.  It  became  necessary  for  a  change  to  be  made  in  the 
editorial  department  of  the  North  Carolina  Standard;  I  resigned  my  place  as  speaker 
of  the  house  of  r('i)resentatives,  l»ecame  the  editor  of  the  pajier,  and  was  elected  State 

Erinter  for  one  year.  But  the  office  Mas  abolished  by  law,  and  my  successor  has  now 
een  elected  and  (puililied. 

Question.  ^Vere  the  laws,  to  which  you  have  referred,  which  controlled  the  selection 
of  jurors  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  passed  by  a  legislature  of  the  party  to  which 
you  are  attached  ? 

Ansner.  I  think  those  laws  were  the  old  common  law  adapted  by  the  code  commis- 
sioners to  the  new  constitution.  After  the  new  coustitntioii  was  adoptccl  many  fun<la- 
mental  changes  were  made  in  county  government.  For  instance,  the  old  county  court 
was  abolished,  and  in  its  place  county  connnissioners  were  substituted,  with  every  power 
of  the  olrl  county  court,  except  the  judicial  ]»ower.  For  that  reason,  and  for  other  rea- 
sons, comniissiouers  were  api)ointed  to  codify  the  laws  and  adapt  them  to  the  new  con- 
stitution. The  county  commissioners,  I  believe,  have  the  power  to  prepare  the  list 
of  jurors  to  be  drawn  for  the  superior  courts. 

Question.  Tiiat  Avas  tin;  law  ? 

Answer.  Tliat  v. as  the  law. 

Question.  When  did  it  become  lawful  for  the  sheriff  to  select  the  jurors? 

Answer.  He  has  authority  to  select  a  juror  only  in  case  one  is  wanting;  to  call  in 
one  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  to  make  up  a  jury,  either  grand  jury  or  trial  jury. 

Question.  Then  the  regular  jury  panel  is  summoned  not  by  the  sheriff  at  his  discre- 
tion, but  by  the  county  connnissioners  ? 

Answer.  13y  the  county  commissioners  ;  but  the  sherifi'  calls  jurors  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency. 

Question.  Have  the  election  laws  of  North  Carolina  been  changed  since  the  war? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  underjjone  changes  from  time  to  time  since  186,5.  A 
system  of  registration  has  been  introduced  since  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress  of 
1807. 

Question.  Will  you  describe  that  system  ? 

A  nswcr.  Tlic  county  connnissioners  appoint  registrars  for  each  township  in  the  county, 
who  opt'U  books  and  put  on  them  the  names  f)f  voters.  The  qualifications  of  voters, 
I  think,  are,  so  far  as  residence  is  concerned,  twelve  months'  residence  in  the  State 
and  thirty  days'  residence  in  the  county.  The  challengers  of  either  ]>arty  can  be 
present  while  the  registration  is  going  on  ;  there  is  no  restriction  as  to  that.  The  oath 
which  is  administered  is  one  to  support  the  constitution  and  lawsof  tlie  State  of  North 
Carolina  and  also  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.  However,  in  the 
wording  of  the  oath,  tlic  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  are  made  subordinate  to 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  I'nitcd  States ;  at  least  that  is  the  inference  from  the 
form  of  the  oath.  The  registration  lists  are  open  for  inspection.  Upon  the  day  of 
election  the  poll-holders  take  the  books,  upon  which  the  names  of  the  registered  voters 
are  arranged  in  alphabetical  order;  lines  of  voters  are  formed,  and  a«  a  voter  comes  up 
and  calls  out  his  name,  it  is  checked  oft  on  the  books,  and  his  ballot  is  taken  and  de- 
l)osit(  il  in  the  ballot-box.  Challengers  are  present,  who  see  that  the  names  are  prop- 
erly checked  off. 

Que.slian.  Is  tiie  registration  kept  o]ien  until  the  day  of  election? 

Answer.  That  is  my  recollection,  and  that  a  voter  can  register  on  the  day  of  election. 

Question.  By  whom  are  the  county  commissioners  chosen  ? 

Answer.  They  are  elected  by  the  people  of  the  counties,  and  the  registrars  are  now 
chosen  by  the  county  connnissioners. 

Question.  How  many  registiars  are  chosen  for  each  township? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recolh'ct  the  exact  nund)er.  I  think  they  are  chosen  in  proportion 
to  the  nnnd)cr  of  the  population,  for  there  nuist  be  a  larger  number  of  registrars  in 
the  cities  than  in  the  smaller  towns.  I  suppose  there  would  not  be  less  than  three reg* 
strars  for  any  one  township. 
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Quesiiou.  Have  you  stated  all  the  qualifications  required  of  voters  for  registration  ? 

Anfiwcr.  I  will  not  be  positive  in  regard  to  the  luimber  of  days'  residence  in  the 
county  which  is  required.  There  is  only  one  restriction  in  the  qualifications  for  regis- 
tration; that  is  disl'ranchisenicnt  for  crime.  At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  new 
State  constitution  every  man  was  enfranchised.  It  has  only  been  since  then  that  cer- 
tain felonies  liavo  been  dechired  sntUcient  to  debar  a  man  from  the  right  to  vote. 
Every  man  in  North  Carolina  wlio  has  iu)t  been  convicted  of  felony  since  the  adoption 
of  the  new  State  constitution  is  now  entitled  to  vote,  though,  by  force  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  all  of  them  are  not  now  capable  of  holding  office. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  27,  1871. 
Geokge  W.  Kir.K  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qiieslioii.  State  your  age,  residence,  and  present  occupatiou. 

Answer.  I  am  lU  years  old.  I  reside  in  Washington  County,  Tenuessee;  by  occuija- 
tion,  principally,  a  farmer. 

Qiie'<iioii.  State  whether  yon  were  placed  in  command  of  the  North  Carolina  State 
militia  <lniing  the  past  year;  and  if  so,  under  what  cirenmstances. 

Answer.  I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  second  regiment,  detailed  militia,  on  or 
about  tiie  21st  or  22d  of  Jnne,  1870. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  Governor  W.  W.  Holden. 

Question.  State  into  what  part  of  the  State  you  were  sent,  the  condition  in  which 
yon  fouiul  the  ])opnlati()n,  wliat  measures  you  took,  how  long  you  remained,  and,  in 
brief,  all  your  operations  while  you  were  in  command  of  the  State  militia. 

Answer.  I  was  at  Washingtcni,  D.  C,  when  I  received  the  commission,  on  the  18th  of 
June  ;  I  went  to  Raleigh  ;  I  arrived  there  on  the  21st  of  June  ;  there  were  some  troops 
then  at  Raleigh,  but  I  had  to  raise  a  regiment  myself;  I  was  ordered  to  the  western 
part  of  the  State ;  I  recruited  a  regiment  and  returned  ;  I  arrived  at  Salisbury,  I 
think,  the  7th  or  8th  of  July,  with  a  part  of  my  command ;  I  was  then  ordered,  by 
telegram,  to  report  at  Company's  Shops,  near  Graham,  Alamance  County  ;  I  placed  my 
men  in  camp,  and,  I  believe,  on  Monday  I  reported  in  person  at  Raleigh  to  Governor 
Holden,  and  had  a  ccumcil  with  him;  I  then  returned  with  ordei's  from  the  governor, 
and  instructions  that  Stephen  A.  Douglas  would  be  up  the  next  day  with  some  positive 
orders  in  regard  to  persons  I  was  to  arrest ;  on  the  next  day  I  arrived  with  my  special 
orders  for  the  arrest  of  a  great  numljer  of  persons  in  Alamance  and  Caswell  Counties ; 
I  arrested,  in  Graham,  Alamance  County,  Albert  Murry,  sheriff,  Adolphns  G.  Moore,  D. 
W.  Weedon,  .J.  Rich  Ireland,  .James  T.  Hunter,  James  S.  Scott,  Henderson  Scott,  and 
James  E.  Boyd  ;  I  reported  to  the  governor  that  I  had  arrested  these  men  according 
to  his  orders;  I  was  then  ordered  to  luove,  with  a  larger  portion  of  my  command,  to 
Yanceyville,  Caswell  County,  and  take  command  of  the  public  buildings,  the  court- 
house, jail,  &c. ;  on  my  way  I  ai'rCvSted  Demosthenes  Rainey,  who  was  charged  with 
whipj)ing  William  I.  Ward,  of  Caswell  County  ;  on  coming  within  a  mile  or  so  of  Yan- 
ceyville, I  learned  that  there  was  a  political  meeting  held  in  the  court-house,  and  that 
the  greater  luunber  that  I  had  been  ordered  to  arrest  were  within,  and  that  they 
would  go  away  if  tliey  knew  of  our  approach.  So  I  sent  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bergen 
with  a  detachment  of  men  in  advance,  and  lie  surrounded  the  court-house.  I  gave 
him  orders  to  admit  any  person  to  jiass  into  the  court-house  who  desired,  but  not  to 
let  any  person  pass  out  till  I  reached  Yanceyville.  When  I  am-ived  there  I  proceeded 
to  the  arrest  of  Jesse  C.  Griffith,  sheriff,  J.'  R.  Fowler,  Yancy  Jones,  L.  M.  Totten, 
James  C.  Williamson,  Brazillai  Graves,  Dr.  A.  S.  Yancy,  N.  M.  Roan,  Robert  A.  Roan, 
Peter  W.  Williams(ni,  John  K(>.rr,  Samuel  P.  Hill,  Zacliariah  Hooper,  James  N.  Neal, 
Felix  Roan,  L.  H.  Gunn,  Tliomas  J.  Womack,  John  B.  Blackwell,  William  G.  Chand- 
ler, A.  A.  Mitchell,  James  T.  Mitchell,  F.  A.  Wiley,  and  William  B.  Bowe ;  I  held  them 
for  trial  until  I  received  orders  to  i)arolo  what  persons  I  could  confide  in  ;  I  paroled 
several  of  the  men  ;  those  that  I  had  evidence  against  I  kept,  and  brought  them  on 
with  uui  to  Company's  Shops.  Tlnne  I  received  a  telegram  to  obey  the  writ  that  had 
been  served  on  me  then  from  Jnilge  Brooks,  of  the  United  States  district  court ;  I 
took  one  of  the  prisoners  that  his  writ  covered  to  Salisbury,  and  as  soon  as  I  made  the 
return,  I  was  telegraphed  to  bring  Pearson's  prisoners  to  Raleigh,  and  I  did  so. 

Queslion.  Whom  do  you  mean  by  them  ? 

Answer.  There  had  been  a  writ  served  on  me  previous  to  the  one  served  on  me  by 
Judge  Brooks,  and  I  was  directed  by  the  governor  to  make  return  of  the  prisoners  that 
the  writ  had  been  served  on  from  Chief  Justice  Pearson's  court,  and  I  made  a  return  of 
them  at  Raleigh. 

Question.  And  of  the  remainder  to  Judge  Brooks? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  made  no  further  arrests.  I  had  no  order  to  make  any  after  that 
time.    Then  when  I  got  to  Raleigh  I  was  sued  by  James  S.  Scott  and  J.  Rich  Ireland 
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for  some  $28,000  damages;  sued  as  a  non-resident  in  the  United  States  district  court, 
for  arrest  and  false  imprisonment.  The  marshal  did  not  require  me  to  give  any  bonds; 
he  allowed  me  to  go  on  my  own  recognizauce  to  my  conmiand,  nnder  iiromise  that  I 
would  rei)ort  whenever  called  upou.  I  went  totjlraham  and  remained  with  my  regi- 
ment until  the  muster  out,  about  the  21st  or  22d  of  September,  I  believe.  There  were 
a  great  many  writs  out  against  me  by  these  persons,  and  I  had  to  stay  very  close  Avith 
my  men.  I  considered  myself  a  prisoner  under  the  United  States  maishal,  and  clainu'd 
protection  under  him.  After  the  men  were  all  mustered  out  and  sent  home,  I  was  left 
there  ahme,  with  my  wife  and  two  children  and  my  brother  with  me.  I  very  well  knew 
that  my  lite  was  in  danger.  So,  according  to  an  imderstanding  with  Captain  Greene,  at 
Company's  Shops,  master  of  transportation  of  the  North  Canjlina  Railroad,  he  was  ordered 
to  a-irest  me  by  a  United  States  marshal  and  bring  me  down  to  Raleigh.  By  that 
means  I  got  through.  If  I  had  not  been  arrested  by  the  United  States  marshal  I  would 
not  have  got  through.  AYhen  I  arrived  at  Hillsboro,  Sheriff  Turner  was  thei'e  with  at 
least  thirty  men,  with  .shot-guus  and  pistols,  to  arrest  me  and  take  me  off  the  train ; 
all  no  doubt  Kn  Klux.  The  cai)tain  met  him  at  the  door.  He  placed  a  guard  at  each 
door  of  the  ladies'  car — each  end  of  it — with  orders  not  to  let  any  jierson  i)ass  out.  He 
then  w-ent  arimnd  to  the  engineer  and  ordered  him  not  to  move  the  train  till  I  was 
found  on  the  train  and  arrested.  The  marshal  told  him  I  was  under  his  eharge  and  his 
prisoner  and  they  could  nt.t  take  me  off  the  train.  The  men  outside  then  commenced 
swearing  and  wanted  to  take  me  out  anyhow.  I  was  sitting  there  with  my  family. 
The  tr;).in  was  ordered  to  move;  they  hung  on  to  the  train  till  it  was  under  headway, 
swearing  and  cursing  because  they  had  been  defeated.  I  reached  Raleigh  and  remained 
there  till  the  district  court  sat,  and  my  case  was  thrown  out;  then  I  returned  to  Ten- 
nessee. 

Question.  What  do  j'ou  mean  by  thrown  out  ? 

Aiisicir.  Thrown  out  of  court,  and  I  was  released. 

Question.  By  the  action  of  the  court? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  by  Judge  Bond. 

By  Mr.  B.vyard. 

Question.  That  is,  in  the  suit  brought  by  Captain  Greene  ? 

Answer.  No,  no;  Cajttain  Greene  was  ordered  by  the  United  States  marshal  to  bring 
me  down,  to  save  me  from  being  killed. 

By  the  CnAiRMAN : 

Question.  You  refer  to  the  previous  suit  brought  against  you  ? 

Answer.  Yi-s,  sir;  the  suit  brought  against  me  when  I  came  to  Raleigh  with  my  pris- 
oners. They  then  served  writs  on  me,  and  I  remained  in  the  custody  of  the  marshal 
fi'om  August  till  the  tirst  of  December.  I  bad  to  have  a  guard  with  me  at  my  house  to 
keep  them  off.     I  was  in  danger  all  the  tinu'. 

Question.  Are  you  through  with  your  continuous  statement? 

Answer.  I  believe  I  omitted  one  thing.  I  learned  at  Company's  Shops,  and  also  at 
Graham,  from  the  loyal  citizens  there,  that  some  thirty-live  or  forty  ^lersons  had  l)een 
shot  and  killed  by  the  Ku-Klnx  in  the  diO'erent  counties  <»f  the  State.  I  have  here  a 
meniuradum  of  some  of  the  nanies.  Part  of  the  paper  is  gone.  Among  the  names  are 
John  W.  Stevenson,  "Wyatt  Outlaw,  Colonel  Colgrove,  William  Puryear,  Robin  Jacobs, 
a  Mr.  Grant,  and  two  McLeods. 

Question.  Go  on  and  finish  your  statement,  if  you  have  anything  more  to  say. 

Answer.  At  Yanceyville  the  inisouers  were  kept  in  the  upper  part  of  the  court-house. 
Their  friends  had  access  to  them  whenever  they  wanted.  They  were  treated  kin<llj 
and  humanely  ;  had  everything  in  the  way  of  provisions  they  could  wish  for.  My  oi 
ders  w(;re  strict,  and  I  charged  tlu;  men  strictly  always  to  treat  them  kindly  and  hu 
manely.  There  was  no  one  in  my  presence  ever  mistieated.  They  were  all  treated  as 
I  would  wish  to  be  treated  myself.  No  oni^  was  ill-used  in  my  presejiee.  And  as  to  the 
citizens  outside,  they  were  all  treated  courteously  and  kimlly.  Such  were  my  orders 
from  the  governor  and  my  orders  to  my  subordinate  olidcers — to  keep  the  peace. 

Question.  Did  you  meet  any  persons  who  complained  of  having  been  wronged  or  in- 
jured; if  so,  what  statement  did  they  make? 

Ansurr.  There  weie  a  great  many  complaints  brought  in  to  me  by  the  loyal  citizens, 
both  colored  and  white,  that  they  had  been  mistreated,  trampled  ilown,  could  not  get 
any.jnstice  at  all.  For  instance,  Caswell  Holt,  of  Alamance  County,  had  l)eeu  severely 
whii)iied  by  the  Ku-Klux.  He  thought  he  recognized  some  of  those  who  did  it,  and 
had  them  arrested  and  brought  before  the  justice  of  the  ))eace  in  the  county.  On  the 
trial  they  proved  that  they  were  away;  proved  themselves  clear,  an<l  then  they  went 
and  shot  liini.  They  broke  his  door  down  and  shot  him.  He  was  taken  in  by  the  com- 
nnssioner  and  nursed  till  he  got  well.  1  saw  him — saw  the  wounds  on  his  back  where 
he  was  shot. 

Question.  Were  those  his  statements  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir,  and  the  statements  of  Harden,  and  Albright,  and  of  James  Boyd, 


NOETH    CAROLINA.  7 

and  Joliu  "\V.  Loug,  who  vrcrc  Kn-Klux,  and  various  other  persons.  There  were  a  great 
many  of  these  things  that  I  cannot  now  remember  ;  my  mind  has  been  off  them  since  I 
have  been  here. 

Qucsiion.  Were  the  statements  made  by  persons  who  yon  say  were  Ku-Klux  ? 

Aufiiccr.  Statements  made  by  those  who  were  arrested  and  acknowledged  themselves 
Kn-Klnx. 

Qncsiion.  State  who  they  were  and  what  acknowledgments  they  made  ? 

A)isH-ei:  James  E.  Boyd  made  a  confession;  so  did  John  W.  Long,  "W.  S.  Bradshaw, 
and  Mr.  Woods.     Here  is  a  part  of  the  confession. 

Question.  Was  it  reduced  to  writing? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  paper  has  been  torn.     The  clerk  of  the  court  took  it. 

Question.  Was  it  made  in  your  presence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  him  make  it.    A  j)art  of  it  is  gone,  I  discover. 

Question.  Did  those  other  persons  of  whom  you  spoke  make  a  confession,  also? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  state  what  the  general  inirpose  of  the  organization  which  you  call 
Ku-Klux  was,  and  the  means  by  which  that  purpose  was  to  be  effected  ? 

Ansurr.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  recollect  their  language  exactly,  and  I  do  not  recol- 
lect the  oath.  Here  is  a  more  important  confession,  which  no  person  has  seen  but 
myself.  I  did  not  know  that  I  had  it.  It  is  by  James  E.  Boyd,  in  his  own  handwriting. 
He  made  it  hiuiself,  and  swore  to  it. 

(Affidavit  of  James  E.  Boyd,  read  in  evidence  and  appended.) 

The  secrets  of  an  organization  known  as  the  White  Brotherhood  were  revealed  to  me 
by  Jacob  A.  Long,  in  Graham,  North  Carolina,  in  November,  1868.  I  was  in  his  room 
one  morning,  and  he  approached  me  in  these  words :  "  I  understand  that  there  are  some 
Ku-Klux  in  this  county  ;  will  you  pledge  yourself  to  keep  the  secrets  if  they  are  re- 
vealed to  you  ?"  I  replied  in  the  affirmative.  He  then  proceeded  to  read  to  me  the 
obligations,  the  exact  words  of  which  I  do  not  remember,  but  in  substance,  that  I 
would  bo  faithful  to  the  Brotherhood,  and  perform  such  orders  as  might  be  made  by 
the  projier  autiiority.  He  farther  said  that  the  objects  of  the  organization  were  to 
control  the  politics  of  the  county,  and  to  take  in  charge  cases  where  outrages  were 
conunitted  in  which  the  law  proved  inadequate.  He  said  that  Andrew  Johnson,  then 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  the  grand  head-center  of  the  organization,  and  that 
N.  B.  Forrest,  of  Tennessee,  was  one  of  the  leaders.  He  said  that  Obed  McMichael,  of 
Guilford  County,  had  commissioned  liirn  to  get  up  the  organization  in  Alamance.  He 
then  informed  me  that  the  sign  of  the  order  was  made  to  a  party  by  sliding  the  right 
hand  down  the  left  coat-collar,  and  was  returned  by  making  the  same  movement  with 
the  left  hand  njion  the  opposite  collar.  The  sign  was  given  in  shaking  hands  by  press- 
ing the  forefinger  upon  the  back  part  of  the  palm,  and  was  returned  bj'  pressing  the 
thumb  and  forefinger  upon  the  middle  linger  between  the  second  joint  and  the  hand. 
The  word  of  distress  was  Shiloh.  This  is  about  all  I  now  remember  about  the  sign, 
though  I  am  satisfied  that  the  same  organization  in  different  sections  had  different 
signs  of  recognition.  At  the  time  I  was  made  acquainted  with  the  secrets  of  the  order, 
Mr.  Long  informed  mo  that  he  was  chief  of  the  county,  and  that  he  had  already  en- 
rolled quite  a  number.  I  told  him  I  hoped  that  he  would  confine  it  to  lawful  purposes. 
I  know  that  the  following  persons  belonged  to  that  organization  :  J.  A.  Moore,  James 
A.  Tnrrentine,  A.  G.  Moore,  James  T.  Hunter,  J.  L.  Scott,  (brother  of  the  prisoner,) 
Robert  Haimer,  John  S.  Dixon,  James  L.  McAdams,  C.  C.  Curtis,  John  R.  Stockard, 
Joseph  Clendcnin,  W.  S.  Bradshaw,  James  Bradshaw,  David  Mebani,  Samuel  Scott, 
Murphj-  Andrews,  George  T.  Bason.  The  above-named  j)arties  have  told  me  that  they 
belonged  to  it.  Shortly  after  the  thing  was  organized  in  my  county,  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Caswell  Holt  was  whipped,  and  a  coffin  put  at  the  door  of  Joseph  McAdams,  esq. 
I  then  saw  the  friends  of  the  organization,  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Bason  and  myself  consulted 
together,  and  went  and  advised  Mr.  Long  to  disband  it  at  once,  which  he  promised  us 
to  do.  Whether  he  did  or  not  I  am  not  informed,  as  I  did  not  attend  any  of  his  meet- 
ings. I  never  have  known  of  any  of  the  outrages  which  have  been  committed  until 
afterwards.  Pretty  soon  after  the  organization  was  started  in  my  county,  I  saw  its 
tendency,  and  became  satisfied  that,  if  jx-rsistcd  in,  it  would  destroy  the  country.  I 
was  confirmed  in  this  conclusion  by  a  letter  which  was  written  by  tlie  late  Chief  Justice 
Ruffin  to  son.  Dr.  J.  K.'Ruffin,  which  I  was  permitted  to  see,  and  of  which  Mr. 
Bason  now  has  a  copy.  I  therefore  dissolved  my  connection  with  it  as  far  as  possible, 
and  would  not  allow  myself,  when  I  could  avoid  it,  to  know  anything  about  its  do- 
ings. About  twelve  months  ago  I  learned  of  a  plan  to  whip  W.  R.  Albright.  I  set 
about  immediately,  together  with  Mr.  Bason,  and,  through  W.  S.  BradshaAv,  we  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  it  stopped.  It  also  came  to  my  ears  in  December  last  that  there  was 
a  party  coudug  from  Orange  to  punish  Senator  L.  M.  Shoflner.  I  went  iunnediately 
and  saw  Dr.  Moore,  and  asked  him  to  have  it  stopped,  if  he  possibly  could.  I  told  him 
to  go,  and  if  he  could  see  the  parties,  to  inform  them  that  Mr.  Shoffner  was  not  at 
home.  He  went  and  informed  me  afterward  that  he  found  at  the  house  of  Isaac  Brad- 
shaw F.  N.  Strudwick  and  A  Hedgex^ath,  of  Hillsboro,  and  several  others,  who  had 
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met  for  the  puipose  above  mentioned.  He  told  them  that  Mr.  Slioffuer  was  aosent,  and 
they  did  not  go.  I  knew  nothing  of  the  hanging  of  Wyatt  Ontlaw  until  after  it  waa 
done.  Since  then  a  yonng  man  named  White,  son  of  Thomas  White,  said  to  me  on  the 
street  in  Graham  the  following  words :  "  I  understand  that  the  soldiers  have  got  the 
names  of  sixteen  of  us  fellows  who  were  over  here  the  other  night."  I  replied  that  I 
did  not  know.  John  Hancock  asked  me  which  tree  Wyatt  was  hang  upon.  I  pointed 
it  out  to  him.  He  said  he  thought  that  one  looked  like  it.  T.  T.  Turner,  in  a  conver- 
sation in  Graham,  spoke  in  terms  that  makes  me  believe  that  he  is  one  of  the  mur- 
derers of  Ontlaw.  So  did  James  Bradshaw.  James  T.  Hunter  told  me,  since  the  body 
of  Puryear  was  found,  that  William  Patton  was  one  of  the  men  that  Pnryear  saAV  re- 
turning from  the  lianging  of  Outlaw.  A.  G.  Moore  has  told  me  that  he  beaded  the 
crowd  which  came  through  Graham  in  1809  and  fired  into  houses.  I  am  satisfied  that 
Albert  Murray  and  J.  S.  Scott  belong  to  the  organization.  I  do  not  know  as  to  H. 
Scott  or  J.  R.  Ireland.  James  A.  J;>  Patterson,  of  Alamance  County,  informed  me  that 
he  was  captain  of  a  detachment  in  the  south  part  of  the  county,  and  that  he  belonged 
to  a  clan  of  which  Josiah  Turner  was  chief  in  this  State.  Josiah  Turner  informed  me 
at  the  railroiid  meeting  at  Hillsboro  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  make  a  raid  on  the  night 
before  the  election,  and  would  visit  the  houses  of  colored  men,  and  notify  them  that  if 
they  went  to  the  election  tlie  Ku-Klnx  would  meet  them  on  the  way.  Dr.  Moore  told 
me  that  Philo  Durham,  H.  C.  Jones,  T.  M.  Argo,  T.  J.  Jones,  and  in  foct  nearly  all  the 
democratic  members  of  the  last  legislature  belonged  to  these  organizations.  Thomas. 
Grey,  of  Company's  Shops,  was  leading  the  crowd  which  whipped  Caswell  Holt  in  Ala- 
mance. In  making  arrests  for  the  murder  of  Outlaw,  it  would  be  well  to  take  .Jack 
Thompson  and  Jesse  Thompson.  I  have  been  told  that  there  was  forty  thousand 
Ku-Klux  in  Teunessee,  headed  by  General  Forrest.  I  have  also  been  informed 
that  there  is  a  considerable  number  of  them  in  Guilford.  I  know  that  W.  N.  Stuner 
and  I.  13.  (Jretter,  of  Greensboro,  belong  to  them;  these  organizations  are  called 
White  Brotherhoods,  Constitutional  Guards,  Ac. .  so  that  if  one  of  them  is  arrested  and 
put  up(m  tli(^  witness  .stand  he  will,  if  asked  if  he  belongs  to  the  Ku-Klux,  say  not,  be- 
cause such  is  not  the  name  of  the  organization.  Dr.  Moore  further  inlbrmed  me  that 
the  sign  of  tlie  organization  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  was  given  by  running 
the  forefinger  carelessly  under  the  hair  behind  the  right  ear,  If  the  other  party  was 
a  member,  he  returned  it  in  tlie  same  way.  A  sign  of  another  branch  of  the  organiza- 
tion is  ti)  fold  the  arms  across  the  breast,  which  is  returned  in  the  same  way.  Another, 
by  slip]ting  tlie  right  haiul  under  the  front  of  the  vest  or  shirt,  which  is  returned  with 
the  other  hand  in  the  same  way. 

JAMES  E.  BOYD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  July  19,  1870. 

GEO.  W.  KIRK. 
Colonel,  Commanding  Secondltigimcnt  ISlatc  Tvoopa. 

T.T.  Turner  said  to  me  in  Graham,  a  few  days  after  Outlaw  was  hanged,  that  one 
man  had  been  hung,  and  that  Peter  Harden  would  go  upiu  a  few  days — that  the  boys 
were  bent  on  killing  him. 

I  am  of  the  oi)inioii  that  Murphy  Andrews  was  one  of  the  party  who  placed  the  coffin 
at  Joseph  McAdam's  door. 

JAS.  E.  BOYD. 

Sworn  and  su1)scribed  before  me,  Julv  14,  1870. 

GEO.  W.  KIRK, 
Colonel,  Covwianding  Second  Eegivient  Xorih  Carolina  State  Troops, 

Question.  In  the  verl)al  statements  made  to  you  outside  of  that  paper,  was  there  any 
acknowledgment  of  any  political  purpose  against  either  the  State  or  National  Goveru- 
nient  entertained  liy  this  organization  called  Kn-Kliix?     If  so,  tell  us  what  it  was. 

Jnsircr.  Well,  .sir,  it  was  stated  to  me — but  I  cannot  say  who  made  the  statement, 
there  were  so  many  of  them  that  talked  and  uuule  confessions — it  was  stated  to  me  by 
several  of  them  that  the  organization  was  to  break  up  both  tlie  State  and  the  Federal 
Government — that  is,  the  republican  form  of  government — the  radical  government,  they 
said,  and  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  defeat  any  person  who  was  in  favor  of  the  colored 
race  in  any  shape  or  form  ;  and  that  they  Avere  to  resort  to  any  measures  to  carry  their 
elections. 

Question.  Was  there  any  statement  made  as  to  the  manner  in  Avhich  the  measm-es 
were  to  be  taken  ? 

Anawer.  All  the  members  of  the  clan  were  governed  by  orders  originating  in  council, 
and  it  madi-  no  difierence  what  those  orders  might  be,  they  had  to  carry  them  out  at 
the  penalty  of  tlieir  life.  If  any  member  was  detailed  to  nuuder  a  certaiii  man  and  ho 
did  not  do  it,  his  life  ]iaid  the  penalty.  That  statement  was  given  by  nearly  every  Ku- 
Klux  that  was  arreste(Uwho  .said  anything  at  all.  The  council  <lecreed  tlie  death  of 
W^illiam  A.  AUbright ;  but  I  believe  Mr.  Boyd  aud  Mr.  Basoii  weut  to  work  and  stopped 


NORTH    CAROLINA.  9 

rt ;  and  also  Harden,  because  tlaey  wei'e  leading  republicans.    That  was  the  only  tiling 
they  had  against  tliem. 

Question.  What  was  the  form  of  the  organization  ;  how  many  grades  or  ranks  were 
there? 

Answer.  I  believe  there  was  a  chief  of  each  camp;  and  I  learned  that  there  were  teu 
camiis  in  Alamance  County ;  ten  j^osts,  commanded  by  a  chief  and  lieutenant.  Then  thev 
were  commanded  by  the  great  chief  of  the  county,  who  was  subordiuate  to  the  cliief  of 
the  State.  Then  these  were  governed  by  a  district  commander,  covering,  probably, 
two  or  three  States. 

Question.  Was  it  xmder  your  command  that  any  disguise  of  the  order  was  captured? 

Ansiccr.  When  wo  made  an  arrest  we  inquired  for  the  disguises ;  as  a  general  thing 
they  either  kept  them  hid  or  had  them  destroyed.  Some  members  of  the  Klan  said,  on 
the  arrival  of  the  soldiers  in  the  county  or  on  learning  that  we  were  coming,  that  they 
burned  them  up  ;  but  one  one-armed  man  furnished  me  with  his  own  disguise  that  his 
wife  had  made  Ibr  him,  and  also  told  nie  that  his  wife  had  made  some  thirty  or  forty. 
It  was  very  well  made  ;  she  uuders*;ood  the  business  very  well.  That  disguise  I  took 
to  Governor  Holden,  and  he  had  it  when  I  left  there.  It  is  a  large  loose  gown,  covering 
the  whole  person  quite  closely,  buttoned  close  around  and  reaching  from  the  head  clear 
down  to  the  floor,  covering  the  feet  and  dragging  on  the  ground.  It  is  made  of  bleached 
liueu,  starched  aud  ironed,  and  in  the  night,  by  moonlight,  it  glitters  and  rattles.  Then 
there  is  a  hood  with  holes  cut  in  for  eyes,  and  a  nose,  six  or  eight  inches  long,  made  of 
cotton  cloth,  stuffed  with  cotton,  aud  lapped  with  red  braid  half  an  inch  wide.  The 
eyes  are  lined  with  the  braid,  and  the  eyebrows  are  made  of  the  same.  The  cloth  is 
lined  with  red  flannel.  Then  there  is  a  long  tongue,  sticking  out  about  six  inches, 
made  of  red  flannel  also,  and  so  fixed  that  it  can  be  moved  about  by  the  man's  tongue. 
Then  in  the  mouth  are  large  teeth  that  are  very  frightful.  Then  under  the  tongue  is 
a  leather  bag  placed  inside,  so  that  when  the  man  calls  for  water  he  pours  it  inside  the 
bag  and  not  into  his  mouth  at  all. 

Question.  Was  this  nuin  one  of  those  you  arrested  ? 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  do  not  remember  his  name,  but  I  think  I  have  it  among  my  pa- 
I>ers.  The  head-dress  had  three  horns  on  top,  made  of  cotton,  about  a  foot  long ;  these 
were  also  lapped  with  red  braid.  The  men  carried  a  clnl)  and  pistol ;  they  were  always 
armed  when  they  were  out  at  any  time,  either  at  a  meeting,  or  exhibition,  or  v.hen 
committing  their  depredations. 

Question.  What  was  the  feeling  among  the  people  in  those  counties  in  regard  to  the 
security  of  person  and  iiroperty? 

Answer.  All  persons  seemed  to  be  in  terror  of  their  life  and  property.  They  asked 
me  how  long  I  thought  I  would  remain.  I  told  them  I  thouglit  I  would  remain  some 
time.  They  said  if  we  did  not  remain  long  enough  to  break  up  the  clans  they  could 
not  tell  us  anything  ;  their  lives  would  be  in  jeopardy  when  we  left.  The  jieople  all, 
as  a  general  thing,  were  afraid  to  tell  me  anything  at  all.  It  was  a  very  resolute  char- 
acter that  would  venture  to  give  me  any  information.  All  I  could  get  was  from  detec- 
tives, who  would  deceive  them  and  get  into  their  camps,  and  the  confessions  thoymade. 
Both  black  and  white  were  living  in  terror  all  the  time;  night  aud  day  expecting 
something  terrible  to  come,  from  the  simple  fact  that  a  great  number  of  men  had 
been  killed — drowned,  hung,  shot,  or  whipped  to  d(;atli;  one  or  two  women  were 
shot;  they  had  the  law  in  their  own  hands,  and  could  charge  you  with  anything  they 
pleased,  and  prove  anything;  and  if  you  were  taken  to  jail  they  would  take  you  out 
and  hang  you.  Five  Avere  taken  from  jail  in  Lenoir  County  and  thrown  into  the  creek. 
Five,  I  think,  were  taken,  in  another  county,  out  of  jail  aud  thi-own  into  the  Keuse 
River. 

Question.  What  was  the  state  of  things,  in  your  own  judgment,  at  the  time  your 
troops  were  mustered  out  in  September,  1870? 

Answer.  It  was  simply  this:  they  were  all  very  much  embittered  against  the  troops, 
against  Governor  Holden  aud  the  republican  party,  for  sending  troops  in  on  them. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  By  troops  you  mean  the  militia  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  afraid  to  commit  any  rash  act  till  the  bill  that  Mr.  Slioff- 
ner  introduced  was  repealed.  After  the  troops  left  they  did  not  commit  any  further 
acts,  I  believe,  and  everything  was  quiet.  Mr.  Shotl'ner  was  driven  from  the  country  by 
the  Ku-Klux.  Mr.  Boyd  told  me  that  he  and  Mr.  Moore  saved  his  life.  He  sent  Mr. 
Moore,  who  was  a  democratic  member  of  the  legislature,  to  Gilbert's  Bridge,  and  told 
them  that  Shoffner  was  not  home,  so  they  turned  right  back  aud  did  not  proceed  to 
Ms  house. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Were  your  troops  there  duriug  the  election  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  State  what  part,  if  any,  they  were  du-ected  to  take  in  preserving  the  peace. 


10  CONDITION    OF    AFFAIRS    IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

Ansice):  I  received  orders  from  the  governor  to  send  troops  to  each  preciuct,  if  possi- 
ble, aud  also  to  send  them  to  two  other  counties  some  seventy  miles  off,  at  Shelby  ville, 
■with  orders  to  preserve  the  peace  and  keep  good  order  on  election  day,  and  assist  the 
civil  authority.  I  carried  out  the  governor's  orders  to  the  letter.  I  sent  eomuii.ssioned 
officers  in  charge  of  some  ten  or  twenty  men  to  the  different  precincts  in  the  county  of 
Caswell,  with  orders  to  assist  the  civil  authorities  to  hold  the  election,  and  see  tliat  no 
person  of  either  party,  either  black  or  white,  was  intimidated.  Everything  went  otf 
quiet.  They  returned  and  remained  at  Yauceyville  on  the  day  of  election,  and  there 
never  was  a  more  quiet  election  held  there.  1  think  there  were  some  thiee  or  four 
hundred  votes  polled  there  that  day. 

Qucatlon.  What  month  was  that  ? 

Ansner.  August  the  4th.  There  were  about  three  "cnndred  darkies  in  Yauceyville, 
and  they  told  me  they  did  not  intend  to  vote  at  all  unless  they  had  protection.  Thej- 
were  so  afraid  that  you  could  not  have  hired  them  to  come  unless  they  had  protection. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Was  that  the  general  character  of  the  elections  where  you  men  were  sta- 
tioned ? 

Ansucr.  Yes,  sir ;  perfectly  quiet,  no  trouble  anywhere  the  men  were  stationed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  there  anything  more  that  came  under  your  observation  that  bears  upon 
the  security  *)f  ix-rson  and  x^ropcrty  in  that  part  of  the  State  in  which  you  were  sta- 
tioned ;  if  so,  slate  it  fully  ? 

Ansucr.  I  have  spoken  of  their  having  the  law  and  the  courts  all  on  their  side.  The 
juries  were  made  up  of  Ku-KluXj  and  it  was  impossible  for  any  of  the  loyal  people  to 

fet  justice  before  the  courts.  Not  less  than  tifty  or  sixty  ])ersons  have  been 
illed  by  tlie  Ku-Klux  in  the  State,  besides  some  three  or  four  hundred  whipi)ings,  and 
then;  has  never  been  a  man  convicted  that  I  have  heard  of  Out  of  all  those  that  I  arrested, 
against  whom  there  was  as  good  proof  as  could  i)ossibly  be  given,  enough  to  convict 
anybody  before  twelve  honest  men,  I  do  not  tliink  one  has  ever  been  tried.  They 
know  very  well  when  they  commit  these  depredations  that  they  will  be  cleared,  and  it 
just  makes  it  that  much' wor.se  for  the  loyal  people.  If  they  prosecute  them  for  debt 
or  for  anything  else  they  fail.  Colored  men  cannot  get  justice,  caunot  get  their  hard 
earned  money.  They  agree  to  give  them  part  of  the  eroji,  and  about  the  time  of  the 
haivest  they  charge  them  with  something  and  run  them  off.  Tliey  dare  not  say  a 
word.  That  is  the  general  state  of  things  throughout  several  of  the  counties  of  the 
State. 

By  Jlr.  B.\.VARi) : 

Question.  You  say  you  were  living  in  Tennessee  in  the  month  of  June,  l-r/O ;  who 
summoned  you  to  North  Carolina  i 

AnsH-vr.  I  have  the  disjiatch  of  Governor  Iloldeu,  telegraphed  to  mc. 

Question,  riea.se  produce  it. 

Answer.  (I'nxluces  it.)  1  formerlj'  lived  in  North  Carolina. 

The  dispatch  reads  as  follows : 

"R.\LKiGii,  North  Carolina,  June  18,  1670. 
"To  Maj.  W.  W.  KoixiNS, 

"  Kb.  House,  Wa.: 
"I  regret  you  cannot  take  the  field.     Please  reipiest  Colonel  Kirk  to  report  ul  once 
at  Raleigh. 

"W^  W.  HOLDEN,  Gov." 

Question.  "  Eb.  House,  Wa.,"  means  Ebbitt  Hou.se,  Washington  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  su".  I  was  here  as  a  claim  agent  in  Washingtou  at  that  time,  from 
Jonesboro,  Tennessee ;  and  Rollins  was  major  of  the  Third  North  Carolina  United 
States  A'olunteers — my  regiment. 

Question.  How  long  since  you  had  been  residing  in  North  Carolina  before  you  got 
that  dispatch  I 

Answer.  I  resided  there  in  1366,  in  AsheviUe,  Buncombe  County,  and  in  Rutherford- 
ton,  Rutherford  County. 

Question.  Then  you  went  back  to  Tennessee  ? 

Answer.  Then  I  went  back  to  Tennessee. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  in  North  Carolina  iu  1866?  j 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  exactly. 

Question.  About? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  exactly  or  anything  near  it. 

Question.  Had  you  resided  in  Tennessee  previously  f 

Answer.  I  was  i)orn  and  raised  iu  Green  County,  East  Tennessee. 

Question.  That  is  your  home  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  are  unable  to  say  how  long  you  resided  iu  North  Carolina  in  1866  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  move  to  Tennessee  during  the  year  1866  2 

A7hswcy.  I  think  I  did. 

Question.  And  remain  there  from  that  time  on  ? 

Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir.  In  1867  I  was  commissioned  in  the  Tennessee  State  troops ;  and 
iu  1869  I  was  a  major  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  the  State  troops  and  made  arrests  of 
several  Kn-Khix. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  been  iu  "Washington  as  claim  agent  ? 

Answer.  I  came  here,  I  think,  about  the  1st  of  May  hist. 

Question.  Did  you  report  at  Raleigh  iumiediatcly  after  you  received  that  dispatch? 

Ansu:ei:  Yes,  sir.     I  arrived  at  Raleigh,  I  believe,  on  the  21st  of  June. 

Qiicstion.  AVhen  did  you  leave  North  Carolina  again  for  Tennessee  ? 

Answer.  The  1st  of  December. 

Question.  How  long  were  your  active  operations,  you  have  spoken  of,  conducted  ? 

Answer.  Very  active  during  the  months  of  July  and  August. 

Question.  Until  the  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  and  after.     I  remained  in  the  service  till  the  22d  of  Sej)tember. 

Question.  Until  the  time  of  disbanding? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  disbanded  then? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Washington,  Jamiary  28,  1871. 
George  "W".  Kirk  ;  examination  continued. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  What  counties  of  North  Carolina  were  you  personally  in  during  your  terra 
of  service  in  the  State  militia  ? 

Answer.  I  passed  through  several  counties,  but  my  active  service  was  in  the  counties 
of  Alamance  and  Caswell. 

Question.  Ym\  have  said  that  you  recruited  your  regiment  yourself? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Of  what  class  of  men  was  it  composed,  and  where  was  it  recruited  ? 

Answer.  It  was  iTcruited  iu  the  western  part  of  the  State.  I  did  it  in  this  way: 
After  I  received  my  authoritj^  at  Raleigh  I  went  up  past  Salisbury  to  Morgantowu. 

Question.  Were  your  militia  composed  of  North  Carolina  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir  ;  principally.     There  Avere  some  few  Tennesseeaus. 

Question.  Were  they  all  wliite  men  ? 

Ansiver.  All  the  soldiers  ?  yes.    There  were  some  teamsters  who  were  colored  men. 

Question.  Who  is  Colonel  Berger,  of  whom  you  have  spoken  ? 

Answer.  He  was  the  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  regiment ;  he  was  living  iu  Joucsboro, 
Tennessee. 

Question.  Is  he  a  Tennessee  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  was  formerly  from  Philadelphia. 

Question.  Pie  was  living  in  Tennessee  at  the  time  you  gave  him  the  command? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  select  your  own  ofHcers  for  that  regiment  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is,  the  men  I  recommended  for  ofiQcers  were  commissioned  by 
the  governor. 

Question.  How  many  men  had  you  in  your  regiment  ? 

Ansicer.  There  were  nine  companies.  I  do  not  now  remember  the  exact  number  of 
men ;  six  or  seven  hundred. 

Question.  How  many  persons  in  all  did  you  arrest,  from  first  to  last,  iu  your  cam- 
paign ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  give  you  the  exact  nuudter,  from  the  single  fact  that  a  great 
many  persons  were  arrested  and  sent  to  Raleigh  from  Company's  Sho^is  while  I  was  at 
Yauceyville,  wlioni  I  never  saw  ;  but  as  well  as  I  can  remember  now  I  think  the  num- 
ber of  prisoners  who  were  under  my  charge  was  between  sixty  and  seventy.  Some 
were  held  only  two  or  three  hours,  perhaps. 

Question.  You  have  said  that  you  had  no  knowledge  of  any  personal  mistreatment  of 
any  man  while  your  i^risoner. 

Answer.  There  was  no  man  mistreated  within  my  observation.  I  heard  that  there 
w^s  some  mistreatment  at  Company's  Shops.  I  believe  two  or  three  men  were  mis- 
treated there. 

Question.  How  were  they  mistreated  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  Bergen  put  a  rope  around  their  necks  and  undertook  to 
extort  confessions  from  them,  to  make  them  tell  who  were  engaged  in  the  raid  that 
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murdered  Wyatt  Outlaw.     That  was  luy  undcrstandiug  of  the  matter.    I  was  some 
thirty  miles  oti'. 

Queaiioii.  What  were  the  names  of  tliose  men  who  were  mistreated  in  that  way? 

Ausicer.  One  was  named  Patten  ;  I  do  not  remember  the  names  of  the  others. 

Queniion.  How  many  were  so  mistreated? 

Answer.  Only  two,  I  think  ;  I  am  not  certain. 

Queslion.  Have  yon  any  knowledge  of  men,  citizens  of  the  State,  prisoners,  being 
liuug  up  by  the  thumbs  in  order  to  extort  confessions  from  them  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  a  ruruor  of  that  kind,  but  it  was  denied. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  names  of  the  persons  who  were  said  to  have  been  so  mit 
treated  ?        , 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  remember  of  hearing  who  it  was. 

Question.  Where  does  Patten  live  ? 

Answer.  In  Alamance  County,  somewhere  near  Graham,  I  think. 

Question.  Do  you  know  his  first  name  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  yon,  or  not,  know  of  personal  sufferings  or  personal  insults  inflicted 
■upon  citizens  l)y  nifii  of  your  regiment? 

Ansuer.  No,  sir ;  only  what  I  have  spoken  of. 

Question.  Have,  or  not,  -^vtits  of  habeas  corpus  for  these  persons  been  served  upon  you 
issHcd  by  Chief  .Justice  Pearson  J 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  AVhat  was  your  answer  to  thofse  writs? 

Answer.  I  answered  that  I  held  the  priisoners  inider  orders  from  my  chief  commander, 
and  with  orders  I'rom  liim  not  to  make  any  return. 

Question.  To  make  no  return  ? 

Ansicer.  To  make  no  return  then. 

Queslion.  AYho  was  your  chief  connnander? 

Answer.  Governor  William  W.  Holden.  My  orders  were  to  hold  the  prisoners  for 
trial. 

Question.  Will  you  state  the  precise  language  you  used  in  reply  when  those  writs 
.  were  served  upon  you  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  believe  I  can  ;  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  language  I  used. 

Question,  Who  served  the  writs  ? 

Answer.  There  were  so  many  served  I  cannot  tell  who  did  serve  them.  There  were 
as  many  as  seventy-five  writs  served,  altogether,  I  reckon. 

Queslion.  Scvt-uty-live  writs  served  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so  ;  somewhere  along  in  that  neighborhood. 

Question.  Did  you  return  the  same  answer  iu  each  case? 

Answer.  In  ellect,  I  did. 

Question.  You  disregarded  the  writ  iu  each  case  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  order  of  Governor  Holden? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  writs  of  habeas  corjms  were  then  served  on  you  which  were 
issued  by  Judge  Brooks,  of  the  United  States  court? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  your  answer  to  them  ? 

Answer.  The  same  answer,  iu  ellect,  as  to  the  others. 

Queslion.  How  long  did  you  retaiu  the  prisoners  before  you  obeyed  the  writs  issued 
by  Judge  Biooks  t 

Answer.  Some  of  them  were  retained  from  the  14th  or  15th  of  July,  until  the  18th  of 
August. 

Question.  The  election  took  place  on  the  4th  of  August? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queslion.  Did  you,  iu  response  to  the  writs  of  habeas  corpus  issued  by  Judge  Brooks, 
take  these  men,  yourself,  to  Raleigh? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  take  those  twenty  men.  I  have  here  the  telegrams  I 
obeyed.  Tlie  first  telegram  I  received  was  from  ^Ir.  Badger,  the  counsel  for  the  State. 
It  was  received  at  11  a.  m.,  on  the  IStli  of  August,  and  was  as  follows: 

"  Salisijuhy,  August  18,  1870. 
"  Colonel  G.  W.  KiitK : 

"  Be  certain  not  bring  the  Pearson  prisoners  up  here.  Order  Colonel  Bergen  to  take 
them  to  Raleigh  and  nuslce  return  for  you  to  Judge  Pearson.  Have  telegraphed  gov- 
ernor to  have  special  train  for  Bei'gen.    Answer. 

"R.  C.  BADGER." 
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At  1'2  ni.,  that  same  day,  the  18th  of  August,  I  received  the  following  telegram  li-om 
(he  governor : 

"Raleigh,  August  18,  1870. 
"  Colonel  G.  W.  Kinic  : 
"Don't  leave  until  yon  hear  from  me. 

"  W.  W.  HOLDEN, 

"  Governor^ 

Then  at  1  p.  ni.  I  received  the  following  telegram  from  the  governor: 

"Raleigh,  August  18,  1870. 
"  Colonel  G.  W.  Kirk  : 

"  You  will  take  one  hundred  men  and  proceed  at  once  with  xn'isoners  to  Salisbury  for 
Judge  Brooks.  You  will  return  as  soon  as  possible  to  Graham,  and  tlien  come  at  onco 
to  Raleigh  with  the  twenty-two  (^S)  i)risouers  for  Chief  Justice  Pearson. 

"W.  W.  HOLDEN, 

"  Governor." 

The  governor  first  telegraphed  me  to  hold  the  prisoners  till  I  heard  from  him.  Thei'o 
was  only  one  hour  in  which  I  could  make  the  return ;  it  would  take  me  eveiy  minute 
of  that  time  to  go  to  Salisbury  from  where  I  was.  The  writs  for  the  twenty-two  pris- 
oners issued  from  Chief  Justice  Pearson's  court  weie  served  on  me  before  the  other 
writs  were  served.  Of  course  I  was  ordered  first  to  obey  Justice  Pearson's  writs  ;  that 
is,  to  recognize  them  ;  but,  in  fact,  I  obeyed  the  others  first.  I  took  my  prisoners 
to  Salisbury,  and  then  I  returned  with  the  papers  in  the  other  cases;  but  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Bergen  took  the  prisoners  down  ;  thej'  were  there  when  I  arrived. 

Question.  You  say  that  you  disbanded  your  force  about  the  21st  of  September  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  about  the  21st  of  September  ;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  -Yiiu  say  that  when  you  surrendered  your  prisoners  in  response  to  the  writs 
of  Judge  Brooks,  you  were,  yourself,  served  with  process  in  private  suits  against  you 
for  false  imprisonment  ? 

Answa:  That  was  before  the  troops  were  mustered  out. 

Question.  When  you  got  to  Raleigh  with  the  X)risouers? 

Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Writs  were  then  served  on  you,  issued  from  the  United  States  court,  on 
behalf  of  private  parties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  Give  the  names  of  those  private  parties. 

^«6)rer.  Josiali  Turner,John  Rich  Ireland,  James  S.  Scott. 

Question.  In  heavy  damages  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  yesterday,  in  your  testimony  here,  that  you  gave 
no  bail,  but  under  an  ai'rangement  with  the  marshal  you  left  under  a  sort  of  ];)arole,  to 
return  when  called  for  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  lie  allowed  me  to  go  on  my  own  recognizance. 

Question.  W'liere  did  you  go  ? 

Answer.  1  returneil  to  my  regiment,  and  remained  in  command  until  it  was  mustered 
out.  , 

Question.  W^here  was  that? 

Answer.  Graham,  Alamance  County. 

Question.  You  say  that  writs  were  out  for  you,  and  you  had  to  stay  very  close  with 
your  men.  Do  you  mean  by  that  that  you  did  so  to  prevent  the  service  of  other  writs 
upon  you  ? 

Answer.  I  did  that  in  order  to  prevent  any  trouble.  I  very  well  knew  they  had  no 
right  to  serve  anj  writs  on  me ;  I  was  so  instructed  by  my  counsel. 

Question.  Dul  you  prevent  the  service  of  those  writs  on  you? 

Answer.  1  was  in  Raleigh  a  great  part  of  the  time;  but,  of  course,  the  writs  were 
not  served  on  me  in  the  county,  from  the  fact  that  they  could  not  do  anything  of  that 
kind  in  a  county  declared  to  be  in  insurrection. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  that  you  had  to.  kee^)  very  close  with  your 
own  men  ? 

Answer.  I  mean  to  say  that  I  did  not  want  to  bo  disturbed,  or  to  have  any 
trouble  with  the  writs  after  I  was  mustered  out.  I  did  not  want  to  be  arrested,  fori 
knew  I  could  get  no  justice  there  before  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Did  you  or  not  remain  in  your  camp  with  your  armed  forces,  to  prevent  the 
writs  from  reaching  you  ? 

Answer.  I  went  anywhere  out  from  the  camp  ;  to  Company's  Shops  and  anywhere  in 
the  county.    They  could  not  touch  me  in  Alamance  and  Caswell  Counties. 

Question.  Why  not  ? 
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Answer.  Because  these  counties  were  declared  to  be  iu  iusurrection. 

Question.  By  Governor  Holden  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  civil  process  could  not  be  served  upon  you  in  those  counties? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  process  of  the  United  States  courts  could ;  but  at  that  time  I 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States  marshal,  and  regarded  as  his  iirisouer. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  you  are  at  this  time  under  indictment  in 
North  Carolina  I 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Queslion.  State  the  circiimstances  of  your  leaving  North  Carolina. 

Answer.  After  I  received  information  that  the  suit — I  do  not  now  remember  exactly  the 
language  used — any  way,  the  United  States  marshal  informed  me  that  I  was  released  ; 
that  Judge  Bond  had  declared  I  was  released.  I  left  Raleigh  on  the  lirst  day  of  De- 
cember ;  I  came  away  into  Virginia  in  a  hack,  aud  got  on  the  train  at  Keyesville. 

Question.  On  what  day  of  the  week  did  you  leave  Raleigh  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  reuiember  now  ;  it  was  the  first  day  of  December. 

Question.  At  what  time  of  the  day  did  you  leave  Raleigh  ? 

Answer.  At  night. 

Question.  How  far  did  you  drive  in  your  hack  at  night  ? 

Ansu'er.  I  first  hired  a  horse;  I  could  not  leave  town  iu  the  daytime  ;  I  could  not  get 
on  the  cars  there,  because  of  the  Ku-Klux,  wlio  would  take  me  off  the  tiain.  they  had 
such  a  hatred  against  me.  I  hired  a  horse,  and  traveled  on  horseback;  I  (>ld  not  travel 
very  far  ;  I  Avas  two  days,  I  believe,  g(!ttiiig  out  of  the  State  ;  I  traveled  one  d:iy  on 
horseback  aud  then  got  into  a  hack  ;  that  is  tlie  Avay  I  did. 

Question.  Had  you  any  interview  with  Judge  Btmd  previous  to  your  discharge  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  lememberthat  I  ever  spoke  to  him  in  my  life. 

Question.  Had  j^ou  any  legal  counsel  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  were  they? 

Answer.  Jlr.  ilcCorkle  and  Mr.  Badger,  but  I  believe  Mr.  Badger  was  not  there ;  Mr. 
McCorkle  was  all  the  counsel  there.  Mr.  Badger  was  counsel  for  the  State  during  aU 
their  trials,  and  when  they  were  trying  to  get  an  attachment  against  me  before  Chief 
Justice  Pearson,  while  I  had  the  prisoners. 

Queslion.  For  contempt  of  court  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  because  I  did  not  make  return  to  the  writs  of /iflZ/crts  co/;^j«8  Chief 
Justice  Pearson  liad  issued. 

Question.  Was  any  attachment  of  that  kind  ever  served  on^ou  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not  get  any  ;  .Judge  Pearson  did  not  grant  it. 

Question.  Did  any  prisoners  die  while  in  your  hands? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  any  sufter  from  ill-health  ? 
'  Answer.  None  that  I  remember  hearing  of;  nothing  serious. 

Question.  Did  your  militia  at  any  time  come  in  collision  with  the  United  States  troops 
stationed  in  either  of  those  counties  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  fighting  or  anything  of  that  kind  ;  there  was  some  drunken- 
ness of  the  United  States  troops  ;  some  of  them  broke  into  Mitchell's  grocery,  aud  there 
was  some  trouble  tlwre  ;  ^litcliell  called  for  assistance;  the  camp  of  the  Unitcil  States 
was  some  distance  from  tlie  house  ;  I  arrested  two  of  the  men,  and  inunediately  notified 
the  conunander  of  the  United  States  troops,  and  he  sent  a  guard  for  them;  but  he  and 
I  had  a  perfect  understanding:  lie  ottered  his  help  at  any  time,  and  told  me,  if  at  any 
time  any  of  his  men  made  trouble  iu  the  town,  to  arrest  them  aud  send  him  notice. 

Queslion.  Who  was  tliat  United  States  otllcer? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  name  now,  Major somebody  ;  it  w.as  a  cui'ious 

name. 

Question.  M.njor  Rodney  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  Major  Rodney,  that  is  the  name;  I  have  a  letter  from  him  in  my 
possession  now,  otfering  his  assistance  at  any  time  I  needed  it ;  aud  I  liavi'  a  copy  of 
my  answer  to  it,  telling  him  that  I  did  not  think  I  sho\dd  have  any  trouble  ;  that  was 
about  tlie  time  they  threatened  to  bring  on  their  forces  from  Virginia  to  release  the 
prisoners. 

Queslion.  You  have  spoken  of  a  number  of  acts  of  violence  committed,  of  which  com- 
plaints were  made  to  you;  were  those  acts  of  violence  committed  prior  to  your  going 
into  that  country  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  believe  so. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  long  before? 

Answer.  In  the  same  year,  I  think.         % 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  dates  of  the  occurrences  of  which  you  have  spoken? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Queslion.  During  the  time  of  your  presence  iu  those  coimtics,  did  any  of  this  conduct 
continue  of  wliicli  you  sjieak — on  the  part  of  these  secret  organizations,  I  mean  ? 
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Ansitvr   No,  sir ;  not  that  I  beard  of,  so  far  as  I  now  remember. 

QncsUon.  Wheu  yoii  disbanded  your  force,  did  you  consider  that  yon  bad  broken  np 
these  organizations  there  ? 

Answer.  Well,  for  the  time  being,  it  was  qniet.  I  thonght,  from  the  temper  and 
feeling  of  the  people,  they  would  break  ont  again  whenever  they  got  the  opportunity. 

Question.  During  the  time  you  were  there  none  of  these  acts  occurred? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qiicsfion.  Tlie  counties  were  quiet  ? 

A)iswer.  Nothing  occurred  of  the  kind  that  I  remember;  if  there  had,  I  would  of 
course  have  sent  at  once  aud  arrested  the  parties  for  violating  the  law;  that  was  my 
order.  There  were  some  complaints  of  stealiug  during  the  tiuie  I  was  there;  I  liked 
to  have  forgotten  that.  They  came  to  me  with  complaints  about  one  or  two  colored 
persons.  I  do  not  remember  the  name  of  the  iierson  making  the  complaints,  or  of  the 
man  who  did  the  stealiug;  but  I  sent  out  anyway  and  arrested  the  darkey  who  was 
accused  of  it ;  and  in  the  woods,  near  his  house,  I  found  the  bacon  that  he  bad  stolen  ; 
he  denied  it ;  did  not  know  auythiug  about  it ;  when  he  was  brought  to  me  I  spoke  to 
him,  aud  said  I  would  hate  to  be  in  his  place ;  I  believe  that  was  what  I  first  said  to  him. 
He  owned  it  then,  aud  acknowledged  that  he  did  steal  the  bacou,  and  told  bow  he  got 
it;  he  said  that  he  dug  under  tbe  srtw:)ke-bouse  and  got  it.  I  put  him  in  jail,  and  noti- 
fied the  governor.  There  was  another  case  of  a  darkey  stealiug  some  money  and  some 
clothes,  aud  I  bad  him  arrested.  Tbe  darkey  that  stole  the  bacon  stole  it  from  one  of 
the  Ku-Klux  party,  a  Southern  man.  \yhen  a  comi)laint  was  made  to  me,  it  made  no 
difference  wbetlier  it  was  by  a  Ku-Klux  or  anybody  else  ;  I  always  tried  to  do  my  duty. 

Question.  Are  those  two  acts  the  only  acts  of  unlawfulness  that  you  remember 
occurring  while  you  were  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  a  great  many  complaints  made  to  me  in  regard  to  debts ; 
I  told  them  I  did  not  thiuk  I  had  any  right  to  interfere  in  regard  to  such  matters ;  that 
I  had  uo  iustruetious  in  regard  to  such  matters.  There  were  quite  a  number  of  colored 
men  came  in  before  tbe  election  and  after  tbe  election,  aud  told  me  they  were  threat- 
ened to  be  turned  out  of  employment  and  out  of  doors  if  they  voted  at  the  election, 
lu  fact,  after  the  electiou,  several  came  to  me  and  told  me  they  had  l)een  driven  off 
because  they  bad  voted.  Three  or  four  men  on  one  farm,  out  about  Pelham,  were 
driven  off". 

Question.  Did  you  take  auy  action  in  those  cases? 

Answer.  Nu,  sir;  I  could  not  do  anything;  I  had  my  bands  full  of  other  matters. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  organized  gangs  of  colored  men  in  any 
part  of  that  State  ibr  purposes  of  robbery  aud  violence? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  in  Eobeson  County  there  was  a  gang  of  robbers,  uiade  up, 
1  believe,  of  white  men;  that  was  the  understanding;  but  Eobeson  County  was  a 
great  ways  from  me,  and  I  knew  nothing  about  it  only  from  hearsay.  In  the  counties 
where  I  was  the  darkies  all  seemed  to  be  quiet,  except  some  few  individuals  who  were 
destitute,  and  conmutted  some  acts  of  theft  or  something  of  that  kind.  There  were 
but  those  two  acts,  that  I  remember  now,  that  were  committed  while  I  Avas  there;  I 
made  arrests  in  those  cases,  and  put  the  men  in  jail,  and  notified  the  governor.  I  be- 
lieve I  have  somewhere  a  letter  of  instructions  in  regard  to  them. 

Question.  You  speak  of  a  political  meeting  being  held  in  Yauceyville,  and  of  your 
sending  a  part  of  your  force  to  surround  the  court-house  where  it  was  being  held  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  what  political  party  was  that  meeting  ? 

Answer.  It  Avas  of  the  democratic  party,  as  I  understand. 

Question.  It  was  a  public  meeting? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Held  in  the  day-time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  about  that  time  I  had  received  an  order  from  the  governor  to  push 
ahead  and  make  the  arrests,  for  the  guilty  parties  were  leaving  the  State  and  escaping 
into  Virginia  as  fast  as  they  could ;  to  press  ahead,  and  not  let  a  moment  be  lost  until 
I  bad  made  arrests  in  tbe  cases  of  the  persons  I  bad  tbe  names  of.  I  had  the  names 
of  some  twelve  or  fifteen  persons,  I  think,  who  were  then  in  the  court-bouse  in  that 
meeting ;  persons  had  come  out  to  me  and  told  me  that  they  were  in  there  ;  that  was 
the  reason  I  sui'rouuded  tbe  court-bouse ;  I  considered  that  under  the  circumstances 
I  had  a  right  to  do  what  I  did;  I  do  not  suppose  any  niauwas  detained  an  hour  longer 
than  he  would  have  remaiued  there  auy  way. 

Question.  You  made  those  arrests  by  tbe  direct  orders  of  Governor  Holden  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  arrest  a  man  that  day  only  upon  special  orders.  I  had 
general  orders  to  arrest  any  man  I  beard  complaints  against ;  I  bad  special  orders,  to- 
gether with  the  names  of  persons,  and  those  persons  I  arrested  in  the  court-bouso 
that  day,  except  some  four  or  five  who  did  not  hai)pi'U  to  be  there.  There  was  oucj 
thing  l"had  forgotten  in  regard  to  F.A.Wiley,  ex-slicrifi,  he  was  not  iu  tbe  court-house 
that  day;  I  bad  a  very  strong  aud  imperative  order  to  follow  and  arrest  him  anywhere 
iuside  of  the  State.    He  was  thought  to  be  the  leader  in  the  mmder  of  Senator  W.  W 
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Sleveiis;  all  of  them  believe  yet  that  he  was  the  leader;  that  he  was  the  man  who  de- 
coyed Senator  Stevens  into  the  room  where  ho  was  afterward  found  dead.  Some  dar- 
kies and  one  or  two  white  men  told  me  they  thought  ho  was  in  the  court-house  at  the 
time  of  the  meeting  there.  When  I  found  he  was  not  there,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Bergcu  with  live  men  after  him;  I  understood  that  he  had  been  in  town,  but  had  left, 
when  he  heard  of  our  coming;  I  sent  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bergen  and  live  men  after 
him,  and  thej-  caught  him  near  about  liomc  ;  I  believe  they  caught  him  in  his  tobacco 
field,  as  he  was  going  through  it ;  he  resisted,  and  would  not  be  arrested;  he  fought 
aud  knocked  Colonel  Bergen  as  ftir  as  twice  aci'oss  this  room  before  the  men  interfered ; 
then  they  knocked  him  down,  and  tied  him,  and  brought  him  in. 

Question.  Had  Colonel  Bergen  any  writ? 

Answei'.  No,  sir,  only  orders;  I  had  forgot  that  when  yon  asked  me  about  him; 
Wiley  resisted,  and  would  not  be  arrested,  aud  they  overpowered  him  aud  brought  him 
in  ;  the  five  nnni  will  all  make  that  statement. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  some  of  your  prisoners  being  taken  before  Judge  Brooks  ? 

Ansu-o:  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  became  of  them  ? 

Answer.  They  were  turned  loose,  all  of  them.  They  did  not  give  us  any  chance  or 
time  to  liring  in  any  testimony,  witnesses,  or  anything  against  them.  They  were 
turned  right  loose. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  Judge  Brooks  did  not  give  you  any  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  of  course  there  was  no  chance.  As  soon  as  they  decided  to  take 
them  and  maki;  the  return  on  the  writs,  I  had  to  travel  with  them  on  foot,  aud  a  great 
nuuiy  of  them  liiul  carriages  to  go  in  from  Yancey  ville  to  Company's  Shops,  and  then  we 
got  on  the  railroad  and  went  from  there  to  Salisltury.  So  it  was  impossible  to  send 
for  witnesses  and  get  them  there  in  time.  And  when  we  got  there,  there  was  no  pi'oof 
ready  against  them,  and  they  were  turned  right  loose,  all  who  were  there. 

By  the  Chaihm.vx: 

Question.  ^Yere  any  other  persons  ari'ested  l>y  you  than  those  who  were  charged  with 
participating  in  tliese  alleged  outrages  or  assisting  in  lliem  .' 

Answer.  No,  sir;  no  pers<ms  were  arrested  only  those  who  had  been  violating  the 
law — traveling  in  disguise,  engaged  in  wliipping,  &c.  Mark  you,  there  were  men 
arrested  whom  I  did  not  arrest,  aud  whom  I  never  saw  at  all;  arrested  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Bergen.  He  was  taken  from  under  my  control  entirely,  and  was  at  Company's 
Shops,  and  was  every  day  in  communication  witli  tlie  governor,  while  I  was  not. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  arrests  made  by  you,  or  under  your  authority.  Were 
any  arrested  but  those  who  were  charged  with  participating  in  those  outrages? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  remendter. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  when  writs  Averc  served  upon  you  from 
the  United  States  court,  you  obeyed  them  i 

Answer.  I  did,  eventually;  at  the  last  hour. 

Question.  How  long  after  tlie  writs  ui'  habeas  corjms  from  the  United  States  court  were 
served  njion  you  did  you  hold  the  prisoners,  before  you  obeyed  the  writs  by  order  of 
Governor  llohlen  ! 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  how  manj'  days  I  held  them;  but  I  made  the  return  in 
due  tinu' — that  is,  inside  the  law.  There  were  so  nnuiy  days  allowed,  (I  do  not  remem- 
ber how  many;)  I  had  so  many  dajs  to  make  return  in,  and  the  time  was  very  nearly 
out  wlien  I  did  make  the  return. 

Quextion.  You  made  the  return  to  the  United  States  court  witliin  the  time  allowed  by 
the  writ  ? 

Ansieer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  manner  in  which  you  left  Raleigh  and  came  out  of 
the  State  on  horseback  and  in  a  hack.  State  at  length  what  facts  were  known  to  you, 
if  any,  which  induced  you  to  take  that  course  to  get  out  of  the  State. 

Answer.  I  was  informed  that  on  the  day  I  was  expected  to  leavt^  Graham  to  go  to 
Tennessee  by  the  western  route,  there  were  sixty  persons  at  Greensboro,  armed  with 
shot-guns,  &c.,  to  take  me  from  the  train;  and  on  tlie  other  route,  at  Hillsboro,  I 
found  some  thirty  or  thirty-five  men  there,  with  arms,  to  take  me  out  of  the  train.  As 
I  stated  befori',  my  family'was  in  the  ladies'  car,  and  t  was  with  them. 

Question.  You  have  already  given  us  an  account  of  that. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  1  knew  if  I  got  on  tlie  train  in  North  Carolina,  I  would  be  taken  oft'. 

Question.  State  fully  what  occurred. 

Answer.  All  felt  uneasy  at  Raleigh;  they  had  no  idea  I  would  get  tln-ough ;  they 
thought  the  Ku-Klux  would  take  me  from  the  train.  I  told  them  they  would  not;  that 
I  had  it  all  arranged.  I  am  referring  to  some  persons  who  did  not  know  my  private 
understanding  with  the  governor.     I  was  arrested  by  Captain  Greene,  you  know. 

Question.  Tliat  is  the  statement  you  have  already  given  us.  '\\'liat  I  want  to  get  at 
now  is,  what  facts  were  known  to  you  that  infiuenced  you  to  adopt  the  mode  you  took 
to  leave  the  State  ? 
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Answer.  Tlic  fact  that  armed  men,  thirty  or  more  iu  one  place,  and  sixty  or  seventy 
in  another  place,  had  hoarded  trains  to  look  for  me.  And  they  were  telegraphing 
everyAvherc  to  watch  out  for  nae.  The  persons  who  were  tnrned  loose  at  Salishury 
were  all  out,  as  I  understood,  every  one  of  them,  watching  and  determined  to  liavo 
me.     I  had  to  take  a  secret  route  to  get  out  of  the  State,  in  order  to  preserve  my  life. 

Question.  Yon  helieved  those  means  were  necessary  to  secure  your  personai  safety? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  not  have  <;ot  on  the  train  in  North  Carolina  for  anything 
in  the  world,  unless  I  had  wanted  to  die.  If  I  had,  I  would  not  have  heen  here  to-day, 
nnless  I  could  have  whipped  them  ;  and  I  do  not  suppose  one  man  could  have  whipped 
fifty  or  sixty  men  and  got  away  alive.  What  induced  me  to  do  what  I  did  was  the 
fear  I  had  of  traveling  on  a  puhlic  highway  in  that  State. 

Wasiiixgtox,  D.  C,  January  28,  1871. 
James  E.  Boyd  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Ciiaikaian  : 

Qjiestinn.  "Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  occupation  or  profession? 

AnSH-cr.  I  live  in  the  town  of  Graham,  county  of  Alamance,  State  of  North  Carolina. 
I  am  a  lawyer  by  profession. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  ? 

Answer.  I  have  lived  in  the  county  of  Alamance  since  my  birth  ;  I  was  born  in 
Alamance  County  ;  I  have  lived  iu  the  toAvn  of  Graham  about  sixteen  years. 

Question.  What  knowledge  have  you,  if  any,  of  secret  organizations  in  that  county 
for  political  purposes,  or  for  purposes  aftectiug  the  iiublic  iJeace  and  security?  State 
iu  full  your  knowledge  on  that  subject. 

Answer.  I  know  of  three  political  organizations  that  have  existed  in  Alamance 
County,  and  of  four  that  have  existed  in  the  State.  Two  iu  the  county  were  of  the 
same  nature  ;  the.  other  was  of  a  different  nature. 

Question.  Proceed  and  state  your  knowledge  of  each  of  them,  and  how  that  knowledge 
was  obtain.ed. 

Answer.  The  first  organization  in  Alamance  County  that  I  knew  of  was  the  Unicm 
League,  an  organization  of  the  republican  ])arty.  I  Avas  not  a  member  of  that  organ- 
ization ;  I  knew  of  it  only  from  tlie  acknowledgments  of  persons  who  were  members  of 
it,  and  irom  their  exhibitions.  The  next  political  organization  I  knew  of  there  was  a 
political  organization  known  as  the  White  Brotherhood.  I  joined  that  organization  in 
the  town  of  Graham  in  November,  1868. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  the  purposes  of  that  organization. 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  words  of  the  oath  which  I  took ;  I  can  only  give  the 
substance  of  it.  I  was  not  regularly  initiated  in  a  regular  camp,  as  it  was  called ;  I 
was  initiated  in  the  room  of  the  chief  of  the  county.  The  oath  set  out  by  swearing  me 
never  to  reveal  the  name  of  the  person  who  initiated  me.  It  went  on  by  making  mo 
swear  that  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Union  League,  Heroes  of  America,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Kepublic,  or  any  other  political  organization  having  for  its  object  the  civil  or 
political  promotion  of  the  colored  race.  I  was  sworn  never  to  reveal  any  of  the  secrets 
of  the  organization  which  came  to  my  knowledge  as  a  member  of  the  organization; 
to  obey  all  lawful  orders  of  the  officers  of  the  organization  ;  that  I  would  attend  the 
meetings  as  regularly  as  possible,  and  comjjly  with  the  regulations  of  the  organization. 
The  regulations,  which  were  a  separate  part  of  the  oath,  ])rescribed  the  manner  of 
holding  meetings,  the  disguise  to  be  worn,  and  the  manner  of  nuiking  raids. 

Ques'iion.  Can  you  give  us  in  detail  what  those  regulations  were  ? 

Ansn-er.  The  meetings  were  to  be  held  in  secret  places  ;  in  the  woods,  or  some  other 
place  distant  from  any  habitation,  in  order  to  avoid  d(;tectioij.  The  disguise  prescribed 
was  a  long  white  gown,  and  a  mask  for  the  face.  No  aiiplicant  could  be  admitted  as  a 
member  of  the  organization  until  his  name  had  first  been  submitted  to  a  regular  camp. 
A  county  was  divided  into  a  certain  number  of  districts,  and  each  district  composed  a 
camp,  which  was  under  the  command  of  a  captain.  The  whole  county  constituted  a 
klan,  under  the  command  of  a  chief.  No  person  could  be  initiated  as  the  member  of 
any  camp  until  his  name  had  been  submitted  to  the  camp  and  his  application  unani- 
mously agreed  to  by  the  members  of  the  camp.  Tlie  manner  of  making  raids  was  pre- 
scribed by  the  regulations.  No  raid  was  to  be  made,  no  person  punished,  no  execution 
done,  unless  it  had  first  been  unanimously  agreed  upon  at  a  regular  meeting  of  a  camp 
of  the  klan  and  duly  approved  by  the  officers  and  the  chief  of  the  klan.  The  sign  of 
recognition  of  the  White  Brotherhood  was  by  sliiling  the  right  hand  down  along  the 
opposite  lappel  of  the  coat.  If  the  party  to  whom  the  sign  was  made  was  a  member 
of  the  organization  he  r(>turned  it  by  sliding  the  left  hand  in  the  same  manner  down 
along  the  opposite  lapi^el  of  the  coat.  The  word  of  distress  was  "  Shiloh."  There  was 
a  sign  of  distress  to  be  made  when  a  brother  was  in  distress  and  wanted  assistance.  I 
do  not  remember  the  sign  ;  it  was  some  sign  made  by  the  hand.  But  if  the  person  was 
fio  situated  that  the  sign  made  by  the  hand  could  not  be  seen,  then  the  word  "  Shiloh  " 
was  used  to  denote  distress. 
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Question.  Does  that  stateniont  complete  the  description  of  the  mode  of  procedure? 

Anstcer.  The  manner  of  making  a  raid  was  prescribed  as  I  have  already  stated  :  that 
3QO  execution  should  be  done,  and  no  punishment  intiicted  upon  any  person,  until  it  had 
been  duly  voted  upon,  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  ajiproved  by  the  officers.  When  a 
raid  Avas  ordered  the  plan  of  operation  was  this  :  if  the  person  ordered  to  be  punished 
lived  in  one  vicinity,  the  persons  to  execute  the  punishment  came  from  a  distant  camp, 
in  order  the  better'to  avoid  detection.  But  one  person  was  allowed  to  speak  upon  a 
raid  ;  the  person  who  could  best  disguise  his  voice  was  the  jjerson  selected  to  give  tho 
necessary  orders  aud  connnands. 

Qiicsiioii.  Were  you  present  at  any  deliberations  upon  the  propriety  of  raiding  against 
or  punishing  any  one  1 

A)im-er.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  was  at  but  one  meeting  of  the  organization  in  my  life. 

Question.  But  one? 

Answer.  I  attended  but  one  meeting  after  I  was  initiated  ;  aud  nothing  was  done  at 
that  meeting  but  the  initiation  of  members. 

QncHtwii.  Upon  the  oath  administcri'd,  the  mode  of  procedure  prescribed,  aud  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  organization,  so  far  as  you  have  observed,  are  the  members  bound  to 
carry  out  the  decrees  of  the  order,  if  they  involve  murder  and  assassination? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir.  If  it  was  decided  to  take  the  life  of  a  man,  a  camp  is  ordered 
to  execute  the  sentence,  and  is  bound  to  do  it. 

Question.  AVhat  would  be  the  ])enalty,  if  rny  member  refused? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  any  penalty  was  ])rescribed  for  that.  A  member  could 
excuse  himself  from  atteii(bince  at  meetings,  or  from  p'ing  u])ou  raids,  if  he  had  a 
proper  excuse.  The  jxiialty  ])r('sciib('d  in  the  regulations  for  the  punishment  of  any 
member  wlio  should  disclose  the  s(>crets  of  the  order  was  death.  Each  sjiend)er  was 
informed  \\\h)u  his  initiation  that  if  he  disclosed  the  secrets  of  the  organization  he  should 
be  the  lirst  victim. 

Question.  If  any  arrests  should  be  made  by  the  civil  authorities  for  murders  or  other 
crimes  committed  in  pursuance  oftlie  decrees  of  a  camp,  to  what  extent  did  the  obliga- 
.  tions  of  members  bind  theui  to  assist  and  protect  each  other? 

Answer.  'J"o  whatever  extent  was  in  their  power. 

Quislion.  Did  it  go  to  the  extent  of  giving  testimony  in  behalf  of  each  other,  or  of 
acquitting  if^ni)on  a  jury? 

Answer.  I  thiidc  that  was  one  of  the  objects  and  intentions  of  the  organization;  that 
a  persdn  on  tbe  witness-stand,  (u-  in  the  jury-box,  should  disregard  his  oath  in  order  to 
protect  a  number  of  the  organization. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  of  wrong  or  outrage  perpetrated  upon  per- 
sons in  pursuance  of  the  decrees  or  orders  of  tliis  organization? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  decrees  or  decisions  thi^y  made.     I  know  of  punishments 
that  were  indicted  by  the  organization. 
•  Question.  .State  any  of  them  that  you  now  remember. 

Answer.  The  most  serious  instance  in  my  county,  I  lielieve,  was  theliangingof  anegro 
man  by  the  name  of  Outlaw,  who  was  taken  from  liis  house,  in  the  town  where  I  live, 
about  one  o'clock  at  night,  by  a  band  of  from  eighty  to  a  huudred  men,  aud  hung  upon 
an  elm  tree,  not  very  far  from  the  court-house  door. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  On  the  night  of  the  2r)th  of  last  February, 

Quesiion.  What  was  the  oll'ense  charged  against  him? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  :!ny.  The  uewspa])ers  have  said  that  he  was  guilty  of  hav- 
ing shot  at  a  l)and  of  Ku-Klux  that  passed  through  the  town  some  time  luevious;  but 
that  was  not  true. 

Question.  What  was  his  character  as  a  citizen  ? 

Answer.  lU'  was  rathi'r  a  leader  anu)ug  the  colored  people  in  my  county.  He  was 
said  to  have  been  president  of  the  Union  League,  an  organization  among  the  colored 
people. 

Question.  What  was  his  character  as  a  law-abiding  citizen  ?    Did  you  know  him  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  him  very  well,  and  had  known  him  since  my  boyhood.  He  liad 
been  a  slave,  and  according  to  our  estinuite  of  slaves,  we  never  looked  upon  .any  of 
them  as  very  honest.  But  I  never  heanl  anything  derogatoi-y  of  his  character  after  he 
was  free. 

Quesiion.  What  steps,  if  any,  were  taken  to  discover  aud  bring  to  justice  the  persons 
who  were  guilty  of  hanging  that  man  ? 

AnsH-er.  There  was  a  coroner's  jury  aud  an  inquest,  and  some  witnesses  were  exam- 
ined— some  of  the  town  people  who  saw  the  band  iu  tlie  town,  and  saw  them  take  him 
from  his  house;  also  a  negro  wonuui,  who  probably  lived  with  him.  The  verdict  of 
the  coroner's  jury  was,  I  believe,  that  he  came  to  his  death  by  a  band  of  disguised  men 
unknown. 

Question.  AVcre  you  present  at  the  inquest,  either  as  counsel  or  as  a  spectator  ? 

Answer.  I  was  aboit  the  court-house,  but  not  iu  the  room.    I  have  read  the  evi- 
ence  that  was  returned  to  the  clerk's  office. 
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Question.  Was  any  other  cause  assigned  for  liis  death  than  the  one  to  which  you 
hav(i  alhided  ? 

J)hsircr.  I  never  heard  of  any  other. 

Qiieaiion.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  ntimber  of  persons  in  the  county  in  which 
you  live,  who  are  members  of  that  organization  ? 

Atiswcr.  Between  six  and  seven  hundred,  I  should  suppose.  There  are,  I  believe, 
ten  camps  in  the  county,  and  the  camps  will  average  from  hfty  to  seventy-five  mem- 
bers each. 

Qui  si  ion.  What  is  the  whole  population  of  the  county  in  which  you  live  ? 

Ansirer.  About  11,000.  The  voting  population,  according  to  the  last  election,  is 
about  1,800  or  1,900,  of  As^hich  the  white  voters  number  between  1,200  and  1,300. 

Question.  Are  any  but  votc-rs  admitted  into  the  organization? 

Answer.  All  are  voters  in  North  Carolina,  who  are  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
have  resided  twelve  months  in  the  State,  and  thirty  days  in  the  county. 

Question.  What  I  mean  is,  are  j)ersous  under  twenty-one  years  of  age  admitted  into 
the  organization  ? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  have  known  some  minors  who  were  members  of  the  or- 
ganization.    I  think  I  have,  but  I  am  not  certain  as  to  that. 

Question.  Then  v>'ith  about  1,800  voters  in  your  county,  you  think  that  about  GOO  or 
700  aro  members  of  this  organization  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  proportion  of  white  and  colored  voters  in  your  county? 

Answer.  The  county  can  jioU  from  1,800  to  1,900  votes.  There  are  between  700  and 
800  colored  voters  in  the  county,  or  more  ;  some  of  them  have  left.  I  suppose  there  are 
not  more  than  B.'iO  colored  voters  there  now. 

Question.  Will  you  please  state  whether  you  have  made  a  statement  publicly  in  the 
State  in  which  yon  live  similar  to  the  one  yon  have  now  made  to  this  committee  :  if 
so,  what  consequences  have  been  apprehended  by  you  for  having  given  publicity  to 
such  a  statement  ? 

Annwir.  I  vias  arrested  by  Colonel  Kirk  when  he  was  sent  there  with  his  militia;  I 
was  the  second  man  arrested  in  that  county.  I  was  then  the  democratic  candidate  in 
my  county  for  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  legislature.  I  was  arrested  and 
carried  to  Yanceyville,  and  afterward  released  by  Governor  Holden  upon  giving  bonds 
for  my  appearance.  I  afterward,  upon  consultation  with  some  of  the  members  of  the 
organization  in  my  county,  puldished  a  letter  signed  by  myself  and  sixteen  others.  I 
was  afterward  a  witness  l)efore  thejnstices  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  investigations 
there.  The  consequence  of  my  having  given  this  public  evidence  has  licen  that!  have 
been  almost  altogether  cut  loose  from  society  in  my  county.  At  the  time  I  was  ar- 
rested I  occupied  a  leading  position  there  in  my  party  ;  since  that  time  I  have  been 
treated  very  coolly.  I  cannot  say  that  in  my  own  caunty  I  have,  up  to  this  time,  ap- 
prehended any  personal  danger,  because  the  demoralization  in  the  organization  there, 
upon  the  approach  of  Colonel  Kirk,  was  very  great,  and  also  from  the  expositions  made 
of  their  purposes.  If  there  has  been  any  spirit  to  resume  the  organization,  they  have 
not  been  able  to  do  so  as  yet,  at  least  in  my  comity. 

Question.  Do  yon  attribute  the  cessation  of  the  operations  of  that  organization  to 
any  other  cause  than  the  appearance  of  the  militia  there,  and  the  steps  taken  to  sup- 
press it  ?  • 

Answer.  I  attribute  it  somewhat  to  this  cause ;  I  think  a  number  of  the  men  who 
were  in  it  before  have,  by  the  interference  of  the  militia  there,  and  the  trouble  many 
of  them  were  put  to  by  the  investigatimis,  been  led  to  think  that  they  had  better  quit 
for  fear  something  more  serious  might  happen.  I  think  there  are  a  number  of  the 
members  of  the  organization  in  my  county  now  who  w^ould  be  glad  to  see  it  stop  for- 
ever ;  but  I  think  there  are  a  number  of  other  members  who,  if  they  had  the  oppor- 
tunity, would  resume  its  operations.  I  labor  under  this  disadvantage  in  regard  to  in- 
formation on  this  subject:  since  my  examination  before  the  justice,  I  have  had  very 
little  commnuiealion  witlithat  class  of  men,  with  my  former  iVieuds,  and  I  can  learn 
very  little  of  their  disposition  now  ;  everything  has  been  remarkably  quiet  there  since 
this  investigation.  The  organization  has  been  oi)erating  some  within  the  adjoining 
counties  within  a  short  time;  some,  I  believe,  in  the  counties  of  Guilford,  Chatliam, 
and  Moore,  counties  adjoining  Alamance. 

Question.  What  you  have  stated  here  relates  principally,  almost  entirely,  to  the 
county  in  which  you  reside. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wliat  is  your  knowledge  of  the  object  and  extent  of  this  organization 
throughout  the  State  ? 

Answer.  1  can  only  state  from  hearsay — what  I  have  heard  from  members  of  the  or- 
ganization. The  number  of  the  members  of  the  organization  is  supposed  to  be  40,000. 
Their  ol)jeet  was  the  overthrow  of  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress  and  the  dis- 
frauchisemeut  of  the  negro.  There  are  two  other  organizations  besides  that  of  the 
White  Biotherhood,  as  I  said  before.     I  was  a  full  member  of  one  of  them,  and  partly 


20  CONDITION    OF    AFFAIRS    IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

a  member  in  the  other.  I  cannot  say  that  I  considered  myself  really  a  member  of  the 
other.  On*^'  ovtijaMization  was  called  the  Invisiljle  Em|)ire.  There  is  another  organiza- 
tion which  r;itl:er  superseded  the  White  Brotherhood  iu  my  county,  after  it  had  gone 
on  for  some  time,  and  was  called  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards,  whose  oaths  and 
manner  of  operation  Avere  about  the  same.  There  was  very  little  difference ;  some 
change  in  the  signs.     The  sign  of  recognition  was  by  crossing  the  hand  on  the  breast. 

Question.  Were  those  sejjarate  organizations,  with  successive  grades  or  ranks,  all  the 
same  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards  and  the  ^\^lite  Brotherhood  were 
not  the  same.  The  organizations  originated  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  having 
in  view  the  same  objects  and  with  about  the  same  grades.  There  was  very  little 
difference  in  their  oaths  or  regulations,  as  to  the  manner  of  organization  or  i)ro- 
ceedings.  I  never  took  the  oath  as  a  member  of  the  Invisible  Empire.  I  was  at 
Raleigh  last  Avintcr,  and  Dr.  John  A.  Moore,  who  was  at  that  time  a  democratic  mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  representatives  of  North  Carolina  from  my  county,  an<l  who  was 
also  a  member  of  the  White  Brotherhood,  and  knew  me  to  be  such,  informed  me  that 
there  was  another  organization  which  Avas  intended  to  take  the  place  of  the  White 
Brotherhood.  It  was  known  as  the  Invisiljle  Empire  ;  and  he  said  that  Hamilton  C. 
Jones,  a  State  senator  from  Mecklenburg  County,  had  agreed  to  furnish  him  with  the 
necessary  authority  to  establish  it  in  my  county.  He  informed  me  what  the  signs 
vrere.  The  recognition  was  the  same  as  that  of  tlie  White  Brotherhood,  by  turning  the 
Lipel  of  the  coat  as  if  looking  for  a  pin,  and  if  the  party  did  not  notice  it,  the  one  mak- 
ing the  sign  could  inquire  for  a  pin  to  call  attention. 

Question.  Having  stated  in  general  terms  tlie  objects  of  this  organization  to  be  the 
overthro'.v  of  the  reconstruction  policy  and  the  disfranchisement  of  the  negro,  state 
now  by  Avhat  means  these  objects  Avere  proposed  to  be  accomplished. 

Ansner.  Well,  I  think  the  contemplation  Avas  almost  any  means  that  Avere  necessary 
to  secure  the  supremacy  of  the  ]iarty  opposed  to  tlu^  recent  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution; if  it  Avas  necessary  to  whip  a  man  to  break  down  his  inllueuce  against  us,  they 
would  do  it ;  if  necessary  to  kill  him,  they  aaouUI  do  that. 

Question.  What  extent  of  means  Avas  to  be  iised  to  inllueuce  elections? 

Answer.  We  can  only  judge  of  that  by  the  maimer  in  Avliich  the  organization  has 
operated  to  influence  elections,  by  ruling  around  iu  the  nigiit-time  disguised  to  the 
lionses  of  poor  white  men  and  negroes,  and  informing  them  that  if  tiiey  Avent  to  the 
election,  such  and  such  would  l>e  their  fate — proceedings  of  tiiat  kinil;  and  by  whipping 
and  at  tlie  same  time  informing  them  that  a  part,  at  least,  of  their  offense  Avas  having 
voted  the  reimblican  ticket. 

Question.  State  whether  instances  of  violence  of  that  character  were  frequent  iu  the 
State,  and  Avliat  the  effect  has  been  upon  the  Aoters? 

Answer.  The  instances  have  been  Aery  common.  I  think,  in  a  great  many  instances, 
soine  alleged  crime  Avas  used  in  connection  Avith  the  political  views  of  the  matter.  Iu 
a  great  many  instances,  Avhere  negroes  weie  Avlii])]ud,  they  were  accused,  sometimes, 
of  insults  to  Avhite  ladies,  and  sometimes  of  p<tty  hnceiiy,  and  things  of  lliat  kind. 
The  oigauizatiou  assumed,  sometimes,  the  nature  of  regulators  as  Avell  of  political 
all  airs. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  they  were  actually  guilty  of  crime,  and  that  Avas  made 
a  pretext,  or  that  they  Avere  accused,  whether  guilty  or  not  ? 

.insu-er.  They  never  Avaited  to  ascertain  by  any  competent  evidence  Avhether  a  i)erson 
Avas  guilty.  An  allegation  brought  up  in  the  meeting  \\as  suflicieut  to  jiass  sentence. 
I  can  only  state  as  to  the  fact  in  my  oAvn  county.  1  think  it  has  had  the  effect  there 
to  intimidate  a  number  of  negroes  into  Aotiug  the  democi'atic  ticket,  and  also  lu'eveut- 
iiig  a  uiiiiiber  from  voting  at  all,  and  some  Avhito  people.  The  couserA'ative  ticket  Ave 
call  it  there. 

Que.'ilion.  Do  yon  refer  to  the  election  in  August  last? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  To  what^? 

Answer.  To  elections  jirevious  to  that.  In  Alamance  County,  I  cannot  say  that  any- 
thing of  that  sort  Avas  done,  because  Colonel  Kirk  had  twenty-fiA'e  or  thirty  of  these 
))aities  under  guard,  and  the  balance  of  them  Avere  in  the  Avoods,  or  some  of  them  iu 
Arkansas  and  Texas  at  the  time  of  the  August  election. 

Quention.  You  mean  that  they  left  the  county? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  others  avv-ic  in  the  woods  of  Alamance  or  the  adjoining  county, 
j)robal)ly  fnun  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  them. 

Question.  Was  it  owing  to  their  absence  that  this  influence  Avas  not  exerted,  or  the 
presence  of  the  troops  ? 

Ausiccr.  The  presenco  of  the  troojis,  their  abseiace,  and  the  demoralization  iu  the 
organization. 

(Jueslion.  Are  there  any  members  of  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina  Avho  are  mem- 
bers of  the  organization  ? 

Answer.   II.  C.  Jones,  a  senator  from  Mecklenburg,  claims  to  be  a  member  of  the 
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Invisible  Empire.  I  passed  the  signs  with  him  in  his  room,  at  Raleigh,  at  the  time  I 
Bpokc  of  liaving  talked  witli  Dr.  Moore.  I  was  informed  by  Dr.  Moore  that  a  majority 
of  the  eouservative  members  were  raemljers  of  the  Invisible  Empire. 

Question.  "Was  there  any  officer  of  either  house  of  the  legislature  a  member  of  the 
Invisible  Empire,  within  your  knowledge? 

Answer.  I  have  no  i)ersonal  knowledge.  I  was  informed  that  Thomas  G.  Jarvis, 
speaker  of  the  house,  was  a  member  of  the  Invisible  Empire.  I  never  had  auj'^  con- 
versation with  him,  or  any  indication  from  him  that  he  was  a  member. 

Question.  With  j\Ir.  Jones  you  say  you  passed  the  sign  of  recognition? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  a  member  of  the  Invisible  Empire? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  lie  name  any  person  in  the  legislature  who  was  a  member? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not.  Dr.  Moore  has  made  a  confession  public  on  tlie  subject. 
He  did  not  give  any  names  of  members  of  the  organization  before  the  justice  of  the 
supreme  conrt,  but  he  stated  that  H.  C.  Jones  initiated  him,  or  rather  let  him  into 
the  secrets  of  the  Invisible  Empire. 

Question.  Were  you  rxaniined  upou  this  subject  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  before  Chief  Justice  Pearson  and  Judges  Dick,  and  Settle. 

Question.  Is  your  testimony  published? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  are  a  number  of  mistakes  in  it.  I  had  not  the  opportunity 
to  revise  it  before  I  left,  and  make  corrections. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  course  of  the  leading  men  of  your  party,  and  of  tho 
l>ress,  toward  you  in  consequence  of  the  testimony  giveu  by  you  in  exposing  this 
organization  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  except  as  to  the  Sentinel,  published  in  Raleigh,  l,)y  Mr.  Turner, 
"which  IS  recognized  as  the  leading  organ  of  the  conservative  party.  It  has  abused  me 
very  much,  and  consigned  me  to  infamy  in  one  of  its  articles  directly  after  my  evidence 
Avas  published.  Now,  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Turner  at  Hillsboro.  I  was  there 
at  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad,  on  the  15th  of  July. 
I  was,  at  thar  time,  a  candidate  in  Alamance  County.  He  asked  me  the  prospects  of 
success.  I  told  him  I  thought  they  were  very  good.  He  said  then  that  lie  heard  or 
had  been  informed,  or  had  some  intimatiou  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  going  to  rise  the 
night  before  election  and  go  to  the  houses  of  the  negroes  and  tell  them  if  they  went 
to  the  election  and  voted  they  would  meet  them  on  their  return  in  the  evening.  I  told 
him  I  thouglit  it  would  be  wrong;  that  I  thought  we  would  be  able  to  carry  the  State, 
and  it  would  be  allegcMl  as  uui'airness  on  our  part,  and  would  })robably  cause  some 
interference  on  the  part  of  Congress  or  the  Government  with  the  election;  that  we 
had  had  enough  of  such  iniluence  in  North  Carolina.  Then  he  said:  "  If  I  were  you, 
I  would  say  nothing  about  it  in  my  canvass,  neither  advise  it,  nor  say  anything  against 
it ;  but  if  tlu^  boys  can  assist  you  in  getting  votes  in  that  way,  why,  all  right.  Every- 
thing is  fair  in  elections." 

Ques  ion.  The  ])opular  name  l)y  which  this  organization  is  called  being  Ku-Klux, 
what  ^re  the  means  adopted  to  deny  connection  with  it? 

Answer.  In  the  explanation  given  by  the  ]H>rson  initiating,  it  was  stated  that  the 
organization  was  knt)wn  to  the  public  as  Ku-Klux,  but  that  the  proper  name  w^as  White 
Brotherhood  ;  and  this  ditFcrence  was  made  so  that  w^hen  a  person  wdio  was  really  a 
member  of  the  White  Brotherhood  was  put  upon  the  witness-stand  and  asked  if  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux,  he  could  safely  swear  he  was  not — that  he  did  not  belong  to 
th(^  organization  whose  members  recognized  that  name. 

Question.  Does  the  organization  keep  any  record  or  minutes  of  its  proceedings  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  never  s;iw  any.  They  have  an  alphabet.  The  way  of  writing  it  I 
cannot  remember.     I  think  it  commenced  at  L  for  the  letter  A,  and  so  came  around. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  L  sounded  like  A  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir.  They  had  a  method  of  designating  meetings  in  the  day  time  and 
night  time  which  I  do  not  rc'inember  lu'ecisely,  but  I  think  a  night  meeting  was  desig- 
nated by  a  half-moon  drawn  on  a  piece  of  jiaper,  and  the  day  of  the  mouth  was  put  in 
different  places  about  it,  so  that  those  who  were  well  versed  in  the  matter  would  under- 
stand it.  Th(!  affidavit  of  John  W^.  Long,  who  was  a  member  of  the  organization, 
gave  a  full  exiilanation  of  these-  things.  It  was  admitted  to  have  been  correct,  I 
believe,  by  other  members  of  the  organization. 

Qiteslion.  In  speaking  about  the  i)uiiisliiiig  of  men,  on  these  raids,  in  the  first  x>art  of 
your  testimony,  what  do  yf)n  mean  ? 

Ansicer.  Whatever  punishment  was  passed  upon  in  the  camp. 

Question.  For  what  were  they  punished? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know;  just  whatever  they  saw  yiroper.  If  they  thought  tho  man 
ought  to  be  killed  for  being  too  prmuineut  in  i)olilics,  they  would  have  a  meeting  and 
pass  sentence  upon  him.  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  (though  I  have  no  informa- 
tion from  others  that  such  was  the  case)  but  what  Outlaw  was  killed  in  order  to  break 
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up  the  organization  of  tlie  colored  voters  in  my  own  count}",  or  frigliten  them  away 
from  voting. 

Question.  Were  otliel  punishments  inflicted  in  your  county,  besides  this  ? 

Jnswer.  Yes,  sir.  In  conscsqneuce  of  Outhiw's  uuirder  a  negro  by  the  name  of  Wil 
liani  Puryear,  a  half-simple  fellow,  who,  it  was  said,  saw  some  of  his  neighbors  return- 
ing in  disguise  fi-om  Graham,  the  uighfc  that  Outlaw  was  hung,  was  drowned  in  the  mill- 
pond. 

Question.  Were  there  any  whippings  in  the  county  ? 

Amiwr.  Yes,  sir.  I  believe  there  were  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  the 
last  two  years  in  the  county,  white  and  black.  Some  have  been  whipped  two  or  three 
times. 

Question.  Before  there  was  any  provocation,  what  was  the  general  character  of  the 
colored  people  in  regard  to  violence  ;  were  they  iieaceable  '? 

Auswer.  Yes,  sir,  as  a  class.  There  have  been  individual  instances  in  which  they 
committed  crimes,  of  course. 

Question.  Were  they  crimes  in  the  nature  of  violence  ? 

Ansu-er.  Oh,  no  ;  I  never  thought  they  had  any  organized  party  in  my  part  of  tho 
connlry  to  counnit  any  viohnice. 

Question.  Is  not  their  character  rather  tlie  contrary  where  there  is  no  provocation  ? 

Answer.  I  think  thej'  arc  a  very  peaceably-disposed  class  of  people. 

Question.  Do  you  know  when  this  organization  tirst  started  in  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  my  first  knowledge  of  it  Avas  some  time  during  tho  presidential 
canvass  of  ISoS.  I  canvasstul  my  cnunty  on  the  Seymour  and  lUair  ticket,  and  went 
into  the  county  of  liandolph  ami  madci  a  speech  at  Lil)erty.  There  a  gentleman  from 
OuiUbrd  County,  by  the  name  of  lliggins,  came  up  to  nie  and  said  that  was  his  busi- 
ni'ss;  and  1  being  a  strong  democrat,  and,  of  course,  favorable  to  the  cause,  he  had  no 
delicacy  in  ai)i)roaching  me  about  it. 

Question.  Was  the  order  made  use  of  to  advance  the  cause  of  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes  ;  undoubtedly. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  is  the  recognized  leader  and  head  of  it  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  / 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  President  Johnson  was  said  to  have  been  the  leader  in  the. United 
States;  that  was  the  inlurmation  given  to  the  members  when  they  came  in. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whetiier  that  was  true  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  it  was  so  stated. 

Question.  Was  there  any  understanding  that  the  organization  in  the  county  was  con- 
nected with  tlu-  State  (U'ganization  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  that  was  understood,  that  it  v;as  connected  not  only  through- 
out the  State,  but  throughout  the  United  States. 

Question.  And  ran  down  to  a  precinct  i 
■  Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  to  a  camp,  under  command  of  a  captain. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  a  member  of  the  organization  in  good  standing? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  1  suppose  my  standing  was  good  up  to  the  time  I  was  arrested  by 
Colonel  Kirk  ;  still  my  tricnds,  i:i  ])!<isecut ing  my  claim  tor  the  nomination  as  a  candi- 
date for  tilt!  house  of  rei)resentatives  of  North  Carolina,  met  with  some  opposition 
among  the  ramjjant  spirits  of  the  Ku-Klux  on  account  of  what  they  called  my  disaffec- 
tion to  the  organization.  They  said  I  had  rather  taken  a  position  against  it  within 
the  organization  ;  but  my  standing,  I  suppose,  could  be  considered  good  uj)  to  that 
time. 

Question.  Were  those  outrages,  whippings,  &c.,  more  frequent  after  the  organization 
started  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  We  never  Inul  anj'  before. 

Question.  It  was  peaceable  before  the  organization  of  this  Klan  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  violence  that  took  idaee,  then,  was  not  from  the  individual  acts  of 
irresponsible  men.  but  by  order  of  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  JNly  im))rcssion  is  this:  The  organization  did  not  remain  in  its  original 
purity  ;  I  do  not  think  in  many  instances  they  ever  took  the  trouble  to  carry  proceed- 
ings through  the  regular  channel;  I  think,  in  a  great  many  instances,  they  just  gath- 
ered in  neighborhoods  in  camp,  and  agnied  together  to  execute  a  decree  ;  a  member 
from  another  cauij)  would  come  and  tell  his  friends  that  there  Avas  such  a  person 
needed  souk-  attention,  and  they  would  go  out  and  atten<l  to  his  case  ;  that  was  done 
in  order  to  prove  an  alibi  ;  the  man  who  was  whipixMl  or  injured  would  generally  sus- 
pect some  person  who  lived  in  the  neighborhood;  that  is  the  great  reason  that  none 
of  them  have  ever  been  caught  or  arrested. 

Question.  You  cannot  get  the  men  ? 

Answer.  Wt?  cannot  gt^t  the  men  ;  and  I  think  it  is  very  probable  there  are  numbers 
of  men  in  the  organization  who,  it  they  had  ever  been  brought  to  the  jiimh  before  a 
jury,  would  have  told  the  truth  about  the  matter;  but  that  was  prevented  by  instances 
not  occurring  in  which  they  were  brought  out. 
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Question.  It  would  be  difficult  to  make  uj)  a  jury  in  tlie  ordinary  -svay  without  hav- 
ing sonic  of  thc'in  on  it  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  especially  when  the  sheriff  and  all  his  deputies  were  mcmljers. 

By  Mr.  C  a  yard  : 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  your  separate  organizations  ;  you  mean  secret  political 
organizations  ? 

AiisH-er.  I  do  not  know  that  the  Leagne  was  a  secret  organization  ;  they  held  public 
demonstrations  and  had  marching ;  I  know  nothing  about  the  Leagne,  except  that  it 
was  a  republican  organization  ;  I  believe  nobody  denied  being  a  member  of  the  League. 

QtU'slioii.  Do  you  know  whether  that  is  an  oath-bound  association  or  not  f 

Aiiswr.  I  do  not,  except  as  I  have  heard;  I  do  not  know  that  tliere  is  an  oath  at  all. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  you  took  an  oath  to  support  the  White  Brother- 
hood ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Wlio  administered  that  oath  ? 

Answer.  A  young  man  by  the  name  of  Jacob  A.  Long,  who  is  now  here  ;  my  partner 
in  the  law  business. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  your  oath  was,  to  obey  all  lawful  orders? 

Answer.  To  obey  all  orders. 

Question.  Then  you  did  not  nse  the  Avord  lawful  in  your  former  answer  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  did  not  intend  to  do  it ;  all  regular  orders,  I  intended  to  say  ;  all  orders 
lawful  within  the  order. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  correctly,  to  say  that  all  sentences  passed  by  these 
camps  were  to  be  the  result  of  a  unanimous  vote  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  regulation. 

Question.  Had  auy  member  a  veto  f 

Ansuer.  Yes,  sir ;  one  negative  would  ])revent  the  passage  of  any  decree. 

Quesiion.  How  many  such  meeti:igs  did  you  personally  attend? 

Ansirer.  I  never  was  at  but  one  in  my  life. 

Question.  Where  was  that  ? 

Answer.  Near  Graham  ;  about  a  mile  out  of  the  corporate  limits. 

Question.  What  action  was  taken  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  except  the  initiation  of  some  three  or  four  members. 

Question.  Was  any  punishment  decreed  '1 

Ansirer.  No,  sir;  that  was,  I  suppose,  some  three  or  four  days  afterward. 

Question.  Have  you  personal  knowledge  of  the  voting  of  any  sentence  of  punish- 
ment ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Que^stion.  Was  the  evidence  in  Outlaw's  case  published  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  before  the  coroner's  inquest,  you  mean  ? 

Question.  What  county  was  he  killed  in? 

Ansirer  Alamance. 

Question.  Who  was  the  prosecuting  officer  ? 

Answer.  J.  B.  Bulla. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  ever  took  stexjs  to  have  any  one  indicted  for  that 
offisnse  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  ever  took  any  steps.  I  do  not  know  that  he  made  any 
effort  before  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live? 

Answer.  In  Ashboro,  Randolph  County. 

Question.  Did  you  take  an  oath  in  the  Invisible  Empire  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  took  an  oath  when  I  joined  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards, 
which  was  about  the  same. 

Question.  Was  not  one  of  the  conditions  of  that  oath  eutii'3  secrecy  in  regard  to  all  that 
was  embraced. in  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  death  was  the  penalty. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  since  you  publicly  renounced  your  con- 
nection with  the  organization  and  had  disclosed  its  secrets,  you  had  beeu  treated  with 
cooluess  by  your  former  friends  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  published  by  the  newspapers,  the  Sentinel  especially, 
and  some  other  papers  of  smaller  note  have  taken  some  notice  of  it.  None  have  sjioken 
in  good  terms  of  me. 

Question.  Except  the  matter  of  newspaper  talk  and  partial  coolness  to  you,  have  there 
beeu  any  acts  of  violence  toward  you  ! 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  has  been  no  attempt. 

Question.  Have  you  continued  to  reside  in  the  same  place  ? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  And  continued  your  avocations  ? 
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Answer.  I  have  attended  very  closely  to  my  own  business.  I  have  not  mixed  :u  pub- 
lic since. 

Ques'don.  Have  you  any  knowledge  whether  these  organizations  of  which  you  huvo 
ispokeu  exist  now "? 

Ansicer.  \V(>11,  I  think  they  do,  outside  of  my  county.  I  cannot  say  it  really  «!xists  as 
an  organization  in  my  own  county  now.  I  think  it  was  demoralized  by  the  interfer- 
ence tliere.  I  think  they  exist  in  the  adjoining  counties ;  XHobablj-  in  the  Stat>e,  at 
other  places,  to  some  extent. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  that  the  elections  in  1870  were  not  impeded  by  this 
organization  in  the  counties  of  which  you  spoke  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was;  I  am  satisfied  it  Avas  not  in  my  county  just  at  that 
time. 

Qiicsilon.  ^yero  you  a  candidate  at  the  last  election  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  withdrew  from  the  canvass  at  the  time  I  was  arrested  and  after 
my  letter  was  ])iiblished. 

Question.  Had  you  been  nominated  at  that  time  ?    Were  you  on  the  ticket  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  Avhat  ? 

Answer.  For  State  house  of  representatives. 

Question.  When  did  yon  withdraw? 

Answer.  About  tlie  *^()th  of  .July.     I  was  arrested  on  the  1.5th,  and  released  on  the  19th. 

Question.  Have  you  held  consultations  with  members  of  the  republican  x^arty  with 
respect  to  this  testimony  here  ? 

Answer.  1  liave  talked  to  rei)ublicans  about  the  state  of  affairs  thefe. 

Question.  Since  yonr  resignation  froui  the  democratic  ticket  ?  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  before.  I  never  made  any  revelation  to  a  republican  or  any 
other  person  outside  of  the  organization  as  to  my  being  a  member,  or  having  anything 
to  do  about  it,  or  its  objects  or  aims,  or  anytliiug  of  that  kind  before  that. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Dr.  John  A.  Moore,  of  Kaleigli. 

Answer.  He  lived  at  Company's  Shops ;  it  was  at  lialeigh  I  had  the  conversation 
with  him  last  winter. 

Question.  You  stated,  as  I  understood  you,  that  he  had  informed  you  that  a  mnjority 
of  the  conservative  members  of  the  legislature  were  members  of  the  Invisible  Emi)ire; 
when  was  that  conversation  '! 

Answer.  Some  time  last  winter;  I  think  in  February. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  meni||eis  of  the  ju'esent  North  Carolina  legislature? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  old  legislature.     We  elected  a  new  one  last  August. 

Question.  What  was  the  ]treponderance  of  seutiment  in  tlu;  legislature  of  1870? 

Answer.  Out  of  one  hunihed  and  twenty  members  of  the  house,  only  about  forty  or 
fort>-live  were  conservative.  In  the  senate,  out  of  lifty  members,  there  were  about 
thirteen  conservatives. 

Question.  Where  does  Josiali  Turner  live  ? 

Answer.  In  llillslxu-o;  he  edits  the  Sentinel  at  Kaleigh. 

Question.  Have  you  r;ersonal  knowledge  of  the  iulliciion  of  punishment  upon  any  in- 
dividual in  pursuance  of  the  sentence  of  one  of  these  organizations;  or,  is  your  know- 
ledge derived  from  hearsay  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  Outlaw  was  hung  pursuant  to  sentence. 

Question.  How  ilo  you  know  that  ?  , 

Answer.  1  knew  that  the  organization  of  the  White  Brotherhood  hung  him. 

Question.  Were  you  then  a  member  of  it? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  vote  upon  his  case  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  meeting  that  condemned  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How,  then,  did  you  know? 

Answer.  IMembers  of  the  organization  who  were  present  at  the  hanging  told  me  after- 
ward that  they  were  tliere.     At  least  one  member  did. 

Question.  Is  tliat  the  only  case  of  which  yon  can  speak? 

Answer.  Well,  I  know  of  some  wliip]>ings  which  Ilearned  from  membei's  of  the  organ- 
ization al'terv.ard,  were  done  by  the  organization. 

Question.  What  year  were  they? 

Answer.  In  the  year  1859.     Outlaw  was  hung  in  1870. 

Question.     Do  you  know  of  any  acts  since  Outlaw's  of  the  character  you  describe  ? 

Answer.  In  my  tiwn  county  I  do  not.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  one  or  two  whippings  I 
think,  in  the  spring,  sometime  after  Outlaw  was  hung;  directly  after  the  sipiad  of 
United  States  soldiers  were  sent  to  my  town,     I  think  Hamilton  Hreu  was  whipped. 

Question.  How  long  were  the  ITnited  States  trooi)s  stationed  there? 

Answer.  Tliey  came  shortly  after  Outlaw  was  hung — about  a  week,  I  think — and  they 
were  there  regularly,  I  think,  two  or  three  days  intervening  between  the  dejiarture  of 
one  company  and  the  coming  of  another.     One  company  was  ordered  to  Lumbertou, 
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Robeson  Coimty,  some  time  in  September.  They  were  cbere  regularly  since  Septem- 
ber. 

(Juealio)!.  Who  was  in  command  ? 

Aiiiiwcr.  The  first  company  that  came  was  in  command  of  Captain  Collins.  I  forget 
the  imrnber  of  Jiis  regiment.  The  next  was  in  command  of  Captain  John  A.  Andrews, 
brevet  lienteuant  colonel.     The  last  was  in  command  of  Eben  Thomas. 

Qitesfion.  You  say  they  were  sent  to  Lumberton,  Robeson  County  I 

JIhs?('(  /•.  Yes,  sir ;  to  suppress  a  band  of  robbers  in  that  coimty. 

Question.  Hav(!  you  any  knowledge  of  any  other  organized  bauds  of  men  to  commit 
violence  in  the  Htate  than  those  you  liave  mentioned"? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Either  by  hearsay  or  otherwise  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  some  jiublieations  in  the  Sentinel  about  a  band  of  colored  men 
Avho  Avere  burning  barns  in  Wake  Comity.  They  tried  them  at  a  sjteeial  se*si(m  of  the 
sui>reme  court  of  AVala;  County  last  week,  and  they  were  acquitted.  I  did  not  pay 
much  attention  to  it.  It  was  stated  that  there  was  such  an  organization,  and,  I  believe, 
that  it  was  oatli  bound.     I  have  not  read  the  evidence. 

By  the  CiiAimiAX  : 

Queslio)!.  Yon  stated  that  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  of  1870  Avere 
repn!)liran,  and  that  Dr.  ^Moore  told  you  that  a  nuijority  of  the  conservative  members 
of  that  legislature  wc-re  members  of  this  organization? 

Ansu-er.  That  is  wh:it  I  stated.  A  republican  could  not  join  the  organization  unless 
he  violated  the  piincii)les  he  piofessed. 

Qucsiio)!.  You  stat(Ml  that  the  meeting  at  which  you  were  initiated  was  near  Graham; 
was  it  held  in  a  building  ? 

Aucirer.  No,  sii';  in  the  woods.  There  were,  I  thiuk,  some  fifty  or  sixty  members 
prcisent  when  I  got  thei'e.  They  all  had  on  theii'  disguises.  I  did  not  have  any  disguisje 
myself.     I  never  owjied  one  or  had  one  on. 

Question.  Did  yon  recognize  any  persons  in  that  disguise  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  because  their  faces  were  covered;  the  gown  extended  to  their  feet, 
and  it  was  ornamented  about  the  head  with  horns. 

Question.  Were  they  your  neighbors  whom  you  did  know  after  you  discovered  them? 

Aaswer.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them  took  olf  their  disguises  in  my  presence. 

Question.  How  was  the  meeting  protected  from  intrusion  ? 

Answer.  By  i)ickets.  Sentinels  were  i)osted  around  oi^  the  edge  of  the  public  road 
leading  to  Graham  and  to  the  Haw  River,  about  a  mile  distant.  It  was  in  a  thick  woods, 
and  they  posted  sentinels  in  every  direction.  The  approach  of  a  person  was  marked 
by  a  slapping  of  the  hands,  two  slaps.  If  he  was  a  member  he  would  slap  his  hands, 
and  he  was  answered  by  the  sentinels  from  one  to  another  till  he  came  to  the  regular 
meeting.  Candidates  were  brought  in  in  the  same  manner  by  members  of  the  organ- 
ization.    They,  of  course,  had  been  approached  about  it  before. 

Question.  Was  there  any  reference  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  any 
of  the  oaths  ? 

Answer.  In  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards,  as  I  understood,  not  in  the  oath,  but 
in  the  explanation  of  the  object,  it  was  stated  to  be  the  reestablishment  of  the  Consti- 
tution as  it  was,  without  the  amendments. 

Question.     Wei'c  you  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ? 

Ansiver.  I  am  certain  I  was  not  in  the  White  Brotherhood,  and  I  thiuk  they  are  not 
in  the  Con^-titutional  Union  Guards. 

Question.  Where  any  reference  was  made  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
what  explanation  was  made  as  to  the  meaning? 

Answer.  There  was  no  reference  wdiatever  made  to  it  in  the  White  Brotherhood.  In 
tlu!  Constitutional  Union  Guards  the  object  was,  as  I  have  stated,  as  I  uuderstaiul,  to 
restore  the  Constitution  as  it  was,  without  the  amendments  brought  abovit  by  the 
reconstruction  policy. 

(^h(estion.  Have  vou  anj-  knowledge  abont  the  attempted  assassination  of  Senator 
Sholfner? 

Ansu-er.  Senator  Shoff'ner  introduced  a  bill  into  the  legislature  authorizing  the  gov- 
ernor to  declare  a  county  in  insurrection,  and  to  call  out  the  militia  to  suppress  raids 
anddislurbances  of  the  peace.  The  act  ap])cars  in  the  statutes  of  bStiO  and  1S70.  The 
introduction  of  the  bill  created  considerable  indigiuition  among  the  members  of  the 
organiz;)tion.  The  first  I  knew  abont  it,  a  friend  by  the  name  of  W.  S.  Bradshaw, 
Avliose  aflidavit  I  think  appears  in  evidence,  came  to  me  one  day  in  Graham,  and  told 
me  that  sentence  had  been  i^assed  on  Shofiner,  and  the  Klan  would  be  at  Shoft'ner's 
house  that  night  to  execute  him.  That  was  some  time  during  the  recess  of  the  legisla- 
ture for  the  Christinas  holidays.  It  juljonrned  over  from  about  the  '20th  of  December 
till  the  15th  or  20th  of  .January.  I  told  Bradshaw  it  ought  to  be  prevented  if  possible. 
Sh(irt]y  afterward,  I  think,  Dr.  IMooro,  a  member  of  the  legislature,  came  into  town, 
and  I  told  him  about  it.  He  consulted  with  me,  and  finally  agreed  to  get  on  his  hor.se 
that  uigUt  and  go  in  the  direction  iu  which  the  men  were  comiug  and  turn  them  oli' 
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by  tellinj!;  tbeiu  thnt  Shoffner  had  gone  to  Greensboro.  Dr.  ]\Iooredifl  go,  and  he  after- 
ward informed  me  that  he  met  the  parties  and  prevaih'd  on  a  man  by  the  name  of 
James  Bradsh.aw  to  tell  them  that  Shoffner  was  in  Greensboro,  and  that  his  wife  was 
in  a  precarions  condition,  al)ont  jjivina,'  birtli  to  a  {hild.  and  by  varions  arunments  and 
reasonings  he  indne<Ml  them  to, go  back.  He  told  me  he  l:new  three  of  the  men  in  the 
crowd.  One  was  F.  N.  Strndwiek,  a  member  of  the  legislatnre  from  Orange ;  and 
another  was  A.  Iledgepath.  of  Hillslioro. 

Qucsliou.  Mr.  Shoffner,  conseqnently,  was  not  killed? 

Ansivcr.  No,  sir.  I  have  learned  since  that  h(!  was  actn.ally  in  Greensl)oro.  I  did 
not  know  it  at  the  time.  Captain  E.  8.  Enliss,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Constitn- 
tional  Union  Gnards,  stated  in  his  examination  before  the  justice  that  he  lieard  of  the 
same  effort  being  made  to  murder  him  that  night,  and  he  carried  him  to  Greensboro  ; 
induced  him  to  go. 

Question.  Did  any  members  of  the  organization  make  any  statement  about  their 
knowledge  of  or  ])artieii)ation  in  tin;  murder  of  Outlaw  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  stated  before  that  James  Bradshaw  told  me  he  was  along  with 
the  crowd  that  murdered  him. 

Question.  Did  you  know  him  to  be  a  member  of  the  organization? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  person — a  man  named  White  ? 

Ansnx'r.  There  was  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  White  ;  he  was  quite  a  youth.  I  do 
not  recollect  that  I  ev<!r  saw  him  Ix'fore  he  s;ioke  to  me  al)out  it.  Directly  after  the 
soldierscame  there  (I  supi)os(>  he  luul  learned  that  I  was  a  member)  he  canui  \\]>  to  me 
on  the  street  and  said,  "  I  understand  the  oilifer  here  has  got  the  nauu\s  of  sixteen  of 
ns  boys  that  were  here  the  other  niglit."  I  understood  him  to  ref»r  to  the  night  Outlaw 
was  hnug.  I  told  him  I  hail  not  had  any  intimation  of  the  kind.  I  did  not  know  that 
such  was  tin;  case.  That  was  the  only  conversation  I  had  with  him. 
,     Question.  Do  yon  know  where  Bradsliaw  is  now  ? 

Ansu-rr.  He  went  West ;  but  he  is  at  home  now,  in  Alamance  County,  or  was ;  so  I  was 
informed.     I  have  not  seen  him. 

By  Mr.  Bayaiid  : 

Question.  You  speak  of  Mr.  White  being  a  mere  youth.  How  young  were  boys  per- 
mitted tojnin  this  organization? 

Answer.  Really,  I  do  not  know.  I  think  he  was  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  old.  He 
lived  in  the  country,  and  4  had  not  been  acquainted  with  him.  I  think  he  was  as 
young  a  man  as  I  knew  that  lielonged  to  it.  1  did  know  one  young  man  who  belonged 
to  it  Fu  another  section  of  the  country,  by  the  name  of  McMurray. 

Question.  By  the  rule  of  the  organization,  did  youths  of  his  age  become  members  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  inquiry  as  to  age.  I  am  satislied,  however,  that  a  mere  youth 
would  not  have  been  taken  in. 

Question.   How  old  was  this  one  ? 

Answer.  About  eighteen  or  nineteen. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  the  war  on  cither  side  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  in  the  confederate  army  three  years  ;  about  eighteen  months 
in  the  infantry  service  and  about  the  same  length  of  time  in  the  cavalry.  I  belonged 
to  the  first  regiment.  General  Barringer's  brigade,  Company  H. 

By  the  CiiAiiniAX : 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know,  what  is  your  belief  as  to  the  proportion  of  persons  in 
this  organization  who  were  soldiers  in  the  confederate  service  '! 

Answer.  Really,  now,  the  majority.    Nearly  every  man  in  the  country  was  a  soldier 
in  the  army,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  lifty. 
■  Qn<sl-ion.'  Are  the  majority  of  persons  in  the  organization  confederate  soldiers? 

Answer.  I  take  it  to  be  so,  simply  because  a  majority  of  the  men  were  in  the  confed- 
erate service  in  some  wav,  either  in  the  junior  or  senior  reserves,  or  regular  service. 

Question.  Will  you  furnish  the  names  of  three  or  four  of  the  leading  men  on  each  sido 
of  this  question  i'u  Alamance  and  Caswell  counties  ;   men  from  each  political  party  ? 

Answer.  In  my  countv  the  present  members  of  the  legislature  might  be  taken  to  bo 
leading  men— the  late  senator  and  meml)er  of  the  house  of  representatives.  The  elec- 
tion ii7  Au'-ust  was  set  aside  bv  the  legislature  on  accouni  of  the  presence  of  the 
military,  ami  in  December  a  special  election  was  held.  William  A  Smith,  i.resident  of 
the  Noith  Carolina  Railroad,  was  elected  to  the  senate,  and  Stephen  A.  White  to  the 
house,  in  August,  but  their  seats  ^^ere  vacated.  They  are  leading  republicans  in  my 
county.  Peter  R.  Harden,  of  Graham,  North  Carolina,  is  in  town.  On  the  other  side, 
the  present  member  of  the  senate,  James  A.  (irahani,  lives  in  my  town  ;  and  I  Mill 
name  A.  C.  McAllister,  prest^nt  meml)er  of  the  house  ;  and  John  L.  Scott,  as  a  man  who 
takes  active  part  in  politics,  and  who  resides  in  my  town. 

Question.  You  arc  a  member  of  the  bar.    Will  you  plcaso  state,  if  you  have  an 
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opinion,  what  "would  be  an  effective  remedy  for  the  disorders  and  violence  that  exist 
in  that  couimuiiity  ? 

Justrcr.  Really,  sir,  I  hardly  know. 

Question.  Ht)wniany  members  of  the  present  legislature  do  you  know,  either  of  your 
own  knowledge  or  from  communication  with  members  of  the  organization,  to  be  meni- 
bei's  of  it  ? 

Avsiccr.  I  do  not  know  but  two,  whom  I  liave  learned,  as  I  stated,  by  passing  the 
signs  with  Mr.  Jones.     I  have  heard  of  Mr.  F.  M.  Strudwick. 

Quifilion.  Vou  said  the  speaker? 

Anau-cr.  He  was  a  conservative  member  of  the  last  legislature,  and  is  also  a  member 
of  this.  I  do  not  know  that  he  was  a  member  of  my  own  personal  knowledge,  but  it 
is  rumored  that  he  is.  Di'.  Moowj  stated  that  a  majority  of  the  conservative  members 
of  the  last  legislature  were  members  of  the  Invisible  Empire. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Qncxiion.  These  two  new  memljers  elected  in  December  last,  were  they  members  of 
the  organizatiou '? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  You  think  they  never  have  been? 
.  Ansircr.  They  could  not  stand  the  pressure  at  that  time — the  exposition  of  it  would 
not  pay.  They  could  not  get  along  with  an  acknowledged  nieiulter,  and  nearly  every 
man  in  the  county  who  was  a  member  of  it  either  acknowledged  it  or  was  proven  to 
be  such ;  therefore  the  convention  selected  persons  who  were  outside  of  the  organ- 
izatiou. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  28,  1871. 
Hexrv  C.  Lashlee,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  ^Yhere  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  In  Wake  Count j",  North  Carolina,  at  Lashlee's  Cross-roads. 

Quesiiun    How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer.  I  was  born  and  raised  there  ;  never  have  lived  out  of  the  county  but  two 
years. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  depredations  that  have  been  committed  in 
that  part  of  the  State  l>y  the  organization  commonly  known  as  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything, but  I  have  seen  with  my  own  eyes,  and  then  I  have 
heard  a  great  deal  in  the  neighborhood.  I  have  seen  one  negro  woman  that  was 
whi})pcd  pretty  badly.     I  saw  the  scars. 

Question.  What  Avas  her  name  ? 

Answer.  Dicey  Goodwin,  she  was  called,  but  Dicey  Johnson  is  her  right  name.  She 
was  a  slave  and  belonged  to  Goodwin,  and  her  husband  to  Johnson. 

Question.  When  did  the  whipping  take  place? 

Answer.  About  the  'iOth  of  October,  1869. 

Question.  How  soon  after  it  occurred  did  you  see  her? 

AnsH-er.  I  arrested  the  men  she  accused,  about  a  week  or  two  afterward.  I  was 
deputy  sheriff  and  constable. 

Question.  What  was  the  extent  of  the  injuries  that  you  saw  ? 

Ansicer.  She  was  scarred  about  on  the  arms  and  body,  some  places  about  half  a  finger 
long  and  some  a  whole  iinger  ;  cured  principally ;  some  two  or  three  were  not ;  had  scabs 
on  the  places.  She  showed  them  to  my  wife,  and  I  happened  to  go  in  at  the  time ;  she 
8tri]iped  off  her  clothes. 

Question.  Did  she  state  to  you  where  and  by  whom  they  were  inflicted  ? 

Answer.  She  said  she  believed  ;  it  was  to  the  best  of  her  knowledge  and  belief. 

Question.  What  was  her  statement  ? 

Answer.  Her  statement  was,  that  some  twenty  or  thirty  disguised  men  came  to  her 
house,  and  called  for  her  husband,  Alek  Johnson  ;  she  toW  them  he  was  gone  to  the  mill, 
and  she  did  not  expect  him  back  that  night.  Then  they  went  into  the  house  and  tokl 
her  to  come  out.  She  told  them  she  had  x  sick  child  in  there — could  not  come  out.  So 
they  went  in  and  brought  her  out  in  vhe  yard  and  Avhipped  her. 

Question.  Did  she  give  you  the  'lames  of  those  she  believed  to  have  whipped  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  She  went  before  a  magistrate  in  the  neighborhood,  and  he  took  her 
evidence  and  sent  it  to  the  mayor  of  Raleigh.  He  would  not  issue  the  v^ arrant  ;  he 
said  he  was  afraid  if  he  did  they  would  come  and  whip  him.  The  mayor  of  Raleigh 
issued  a  warrant  and  sent  Sheriff  Lee  up  there,  and  I  went  with  SherilfLeo  and  ex- 
ecuted the  writ  on  two  of  them  that  evening,  and  another  at  three  o'clock  that  night. 

Question.  How  many  persons  were  charged  with  the  offense  ? 

Ansu-er.  Only  those  three  that  she  ideutitied. 

Question.  Were  they  ever  tried  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  they  proved  themselves  clear.    One  of  them  told  me  and  Sheriff 
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Lee  that  he  ■\va'<  at  home  that  night  sick,  and  then  'when  he  went  to  court  he  i>roved 
that  lie  was  niue  uulcs  away  from  home  that  night. 

Quesiwii.  What  further  do  you  know  about  the  case? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  more  about  that  case. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  those  three  persons  being  members  of  what  is 
called  the  Kii-Klux  organization  ? 

Av.sivcr.  No,  sir;  because  I  never  saw  them  in  disguise.  They  were  the  ones  she 
swore  to  the  best  of  her  knowledge  and  belief,  whipped  her;  the  others  she  did  not 
know.     One  was  Thoujas  Collins,  another  H.  J.  Barker,  and  the  other  .Jackson  Olive. 

Queslian.  They  were  all  proved  to  have  been  elsewhere  when  the  whipping  occurred  f 

Anstrcr.  On  the  trial  I  was  busy  as  deputy  sheriff  and  did  not  hear  the  evidence. 

Question.  Of  what  other  cases  have  you  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  have  seen  with  my  own  eyes.  I  have  never  seen  one  in  disguise, 
but  I  can  tell  y(tu  what  is  the  general  report.  They  weut  to  Mr.  Olive's  house  one 
night  and  disturbed  his  family  badlj' ;  they  broke  one  light  out  of  the  glass  window 
and  held  a  pistol  on  the  window  sill,  and  tried  to  get  Olive  to  come  out.  His  wife  told 
them  h(!  was  not,  at  home.  Then  tliey  asked  if  his  son  was  there  ;  she  tohl  them  ho 
"was,  but  he  would  not  come  out.  There  were  about  nineteen  of  them,  I  think.  Jklrs. 
Olive  told  me  this,  and  her  son. 

Question.  Did  she  state  that  the  men  were  in  disguise?  ' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  this  occur? 

Answer.  I  reckon  it  was  about  twelve  months  ago. 

Question.  Were  any  of  them  arrested? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  other  instances  came  to  your  knowledge? 

Ansncr.  They  went  to  8(iuire  Bennett'.s  house,  so  he  told  me,  and  tried  to  get  him  out; 
accused  him  of  tracking  their  horses  previous  to  that  time.  He  was  at  a  corn-shuck- 
ing when  they  called  at  his  house,  so  they  went  to  the  corn-shucking  and  wanted  to 
know  if  Ik;  was  there ;  they  said  they  wanted  to  have  a  settlement  with  him  ;  they 
understood  he  had  been  tracking  their  horses  some  days  before,  when  he  went  to  mill. 
It  was  the  sauie  night  they  went  to  whij)  Dicey  Johnson.  Then  they  weut  to  his  house 
one  tiuK!  since  then  ;  1  do  not  recollect  wlu'u  it  was,  but  they  never  did  any  damage, 
only  they  tried  to  l>reak  tin;  door  down,  liut  it  was  strong.  His  wifegot  up,  but  would 
not  let  them  in,  and  he  got  up  and  got  his  gun  and  told  his  wife,  I  thiidc,  to  tell  theiu 
that  if  they  came  inside  he  would  shoot  them. 

Question.  Were  you  called  on,  as  au  officer,  to  arrest  any  of  those  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  in  that  case. 

Question.  Is  there  any  otlu-r  case  of  whipping  that  yoti  know  of? 

Ansuur.  Tiiey  whipped  ISam  Clemens,  so  they  say,  a  colored  man,  who  lived  about 
five  or  six  milts  from  where  I  live. 

Questiou.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  Some  time  last  February,  I  think  ;  it  was  bef<u-e  the  spring  term  of  the  court 
whidi  comes  in  April.  He  had  two  of  theiu  arrested  aud  bound  over,  but  they  have 
not  ha<l  a  trial  yet. 

Question.  Did  you  see  this  njan  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  him  at  Raleigh. 

Qneslion.  How  soon  alter  he  was  whipped  did  j-oii  see  him? 

Answer.  Five  or  six  weeks,  may  be. 

Question.  Did  he  call  on  you  to  arrest  these  persons? 

Answer.  No,  sir:  De[)Uty  Sherill"  Allen  ilagliu  arrested  them. 

Question.  Were  they  tried  ? 

Answer.  No,  tlu'y  wen;  bound,  not  tried. 

Question.  Wt're  yon  resisted  at  any  tinu;  as  an  officer  in  endeavoring  to  servo  process 
of  arrest  of  persons  charged  v.ith  Ijcing  members  of  the  organircation  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  particularly.  I  had  a  writ  against  a  man  named  JIarkham  on  a 
charge  of  attemjit  at  rape  ujjon  a  white  woman.  He  lied  away,  audi  could  not  get  him 
for  twelve  months  or  more.  Then  the  judge  of  the  superior  court  issued  a  beuch  war- 
rant, and  I  summoned  a  i)osse  of  young  men  to  assist  me,  Ijecause  I  was  an  old  nuin  and 
could  not  run  last.  I  went  to  his  house'  with  my  men;  there  we  heard  some  rustling  iu 
the  leaves,  antl  supposed  it  was  him.  So  I  told  one  of  the  boys  to  go  below  the  lot  and 
lire  olf  a  pistol,  and  if  it  was  him  he;  would  run  up  the  lane  aud  we  would  stiuat  and 
catch  him.  As  soon  as  it  was  lired  the  Ku-Klux,  who  were  at  a  njceting  about  a  nnlo 
from  there,  came  to  us  aud  said  if  we  did  arn-st  the  nuiu  we  would  never  get  him  to 
Raleigh — tlie  Ku  Klux  would  take  him.  I  did  not  know  him  to  be  a  Ku-Klux,  but  he 
wa.s  one  of  that  party. 

Question.  Tltis  man  who  was  charged  with  rape  ? 

Answer.  He  was  snp])osed  to  be  one  of  the  chiefs — this  man  Markham — the  first  one 
who  ever  brought  the  Ku-Klux  about  in  that  sei^tion  of  the  country. 

Qiustion.  When  these  meu  made  their  appearance  what  lUd  you  do  ? 
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Ansicer.  "We  left  and  went  over  to  a  neighbor's  honse  and  there  waited,  expecting  ho 
would  come  in,  but  we  were  disapjioiuted,  and  it  was  getting  late  and  my  compaDV  went, 
home.  The  Ku  Klnx  ran  up  Avith  my  company,  and  my  comx)auy  soon  alter  parted  from 
them  and  dro]iped  out  one  side  of  the  road. 

Question.  Was  that  man  ever  arrested? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir  ;  never  been  heard  of  since  about  the  last  of  May. 

QnesUon.  From  your  knowledge  and  experience  as  deputy  sherili",  what  do  j-ou  sayas 
to  the  general  secui'ity  cf  person  and  property  in  that  county  ? 

Annivcr.  I  think  it  is  unsale  ;  if  they  kuowed  I  was  here  for  this  purpose  they  would 
kill  mo  in  less  than  oue  week. 

QnesUon.  Who  do  you  mean  by  they  ? 

Answer.  The  KuKIitx;  they  are  all  around  me  on  one  side.  My  closest  neighbors 
around  are  republicans ;  the  others  are  democrats.  There  are  a  majority  of  democrats 
in  that  township— twenty  majority  at  the  last  election. 

Question.  My  question  is  as  to  the  whole  county? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  any  further  tlian  where  I  do  business  as  an  officer.  The  repub- 
licans are  treated  badly,  because  tlie  officers  in  every  township  are  Avhat  they  call 
democrats.    We  call  the'm  there  secessionists  and  Union,  or  republican  Union. 

Question.  Is  that  insecurity  or  bad  treatment  attributed  to  the  existence  of  this  Ku- 
Klux  organization  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  are  deputy  sheriff;  are  you  elected  or  appointed  ? 

Answer.  I  am  apiiointed  by  the  high  sheriff. 

Question.  Is  he  elected  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  by  a  majority  of  554  in  the  cotmty;  but  it  is  Raleigh  that  elects 
liim.  All  the  townships  in  the  county  elect  secession  officers.  I  have  been  constable 
for  31  years,  pretty  nigh  all  the  time. 

Question.  Why  do  you  speak  of  your  own  insecurity  because  of  your  testimony  here  ? 

Answer.  Because  I  "am  an  ofBcer^  and  going  about  so  much  they  would  waylay  me  on 
the  roadside,  and  shoot  me  by  night.  Hometimes  I  am  in  the  night  getting  home.  I 
collect  taxes,  and  have  sometimes"  six  or  seven  miles  to  go  to  get  home.  And  many  a 
time  I  am  out  to  arrest  a  man,  and  don't  tind  him,  nurybe,  till  near  night.  I  have  to 
stay  at  his  honse  to  find  him. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  threats  made  against  you  at  any  time  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  disguise. 

Question,  Otherwise  ? 

Answer.  Some  time  about  the  1st  of  November  there  was  a  sale  in  Chatham. County, 
ten  or  twelve  miles  from  my  house,  and  I  went  there  for  the  purpose  of  buying  hogs. 
I  was  not  acquainted  with  the  people  much.  I  did  not  see  any  hogs  to  suit  me,  and  I 
started  home.  Just  then  I  met  a  friend  that  I  had  not  seen  for  some  time,  and  I  asked 
him  where  his  brother  was.  He  said  down  at  the  end  of  the  lane.  We  went  down  to 
see  the  old  gentleman.  There  I  drank  some  cider,  and  started  home.  I  was  met  by 
about  .sixty  or  seventy  men,  not  disguised,  who  ran  in  lines  and  made  a  noise,  wow, 
wow,  wow,  doubling  and  coming.  Dr.  Ben.  Williams  was  in  front.  He  ran  his  hand 
under  my  chin,  and  said,  "You  and  Bill  Holden  and  Tim.  Lee  are  three  of  the  damn- 
dest rascals  in  Wake  County !"  Said  I,  "  Why  ?"  He  said  "  If  it  had  not  been  for  you 
the  democrats  would  have  carried  Wake  County !"  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  know 
that  I  liad  that  much  influence.  Then  he  went  on  cursing  me,  and  some  one  said, 
"Kill  him  with  a  fence-rail ;"  and  others  said,  ".Shoot  him  ;"  and  others,  "Stamp  his 
guts  out  of  him!"  They  disbanded  and  went  off.  I  did  not  run.  A  Methodist  preacher 
came  up  and  told  me  to  run — to  make  my  everlasting  escape.  I  told  him  I  would  not 
do  it.  Then  another  gentleman.  Esquire  Holt,  (not  a  magistrate,)  told  me  to  run.  I 
said  no.  1  had  my  saddle-bags  there,  and  dropped  them  down,  and  said :  "  The  man 
that  wants  to  fall  first  let  him  come  up  to  that  mark.  There  is  more  honor  in  their 
l>a.ssing  over  my  dead  body  than  in  my  running !"  They  disbanded  and  went  off.  As  they 
passed  an  old  neighbor  named  John'C.  Graves,  they  said,  "  We  v,-ill  go  and  whip  him 
some  night  genteelly !"    I  did  not  hear  that.    1  did  not  know  any  of  the  men. 

Question.  None  of  them  were  disguised? 

Ansirer.  Nary  one  of  them. 

Question.  Was  it  in  daylight? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  occasion  of  so  many  being  together  ? 

Ansicer   There  -nas  a  sale  that  day,  and  some  two  or  three  hundred  were  there. 

Question.  Had  j'ou  any  knowledge  of  any  of  these  men  being  members  of  the  organ- 
ization ? 

Anstcei:  They  were  all  men  of  that  party.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  belonged  to 
the  Ku-Klux  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Qu^tion.  These  men,  Bennett  and  Olive,  were  they  both  republicans? 


30  CONDITION    OF    AFFAIRS    IN    THE    SOUTHEEN    STATES. 

Answer.  Botli  republicans.  Bennett  was  a  magistrate  at  that  'time,  and  a  very 
respectable  man.     Olive  was  not  at  home  that  night. 

By  Mr.  Bayahd  : 

Question.  The  head  sheriff,  you  say,  is  a  repiiblican,  and  he  appoints  his  de]Dutie3? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  All  thi'ough  the  county? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  are  all  Union  men,  the  deputies? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  except  one,  I  believe,  and  he  does  not  vote;  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Temple. 

Question.  In  this  scene  in  which  you  say  this  band  of  people  made  a  threat  against 
you,  have  you  described  the  only  occasion  in  which  <a  personal  assault  or  indignity  w.as 
put  upon  yon  in  the  county  since  yon  have  been  in  service  in  the  last  few  j^ears  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  only  one  that  they  have  ever  troubled  me. 

Question.  Are  the  sheriffs  and  officers  able  to  serve  their  processes  undisturbed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  every  time. 

Question.  Do  the  men  avoid  them  or  resist  them  ? 

Answer.  Tliey  conceal  them  ;  they  concealed  Markham. 

Question.  Is  their  forcible  resistance  to  the  execution  of  the  law  to  your  knowledge? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  conceal  them. 

Question.  Hide  themselves  to  avoid  arrest  ? 

Avswer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  say  he  has  gone  to  a  neighbor's  house,  and  when  you  go  there 
and  iufpiire  for  him  they  tell  you  he  has  not  been  tbere  ;  when  all  the  time  ho  is  there, 
as  you  find  out  afterward. 

"Washington,  D.  C,  Januarij.28,  1871. 
Peter  R.  Hardex,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  CnAiRMAN : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside? 

Answer.  In  Graham,  Alamance  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  tlicre? 

Answer.  I  was  born  and  raised  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  where  I  live. 

Question.  State,  as  briefly  as  you  can,  your  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  what  is 
known  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  derived  either  from  your  observation  or  from  confessions 
made  to  you  of  its  objects  and  mode  of  operations. 

Ansu-er.  For  several  years  I  have  been  a  magistrate  in  the  conuty  in  an  humble  way; 
when  this  organization  first  began  to  make  its  appearance  there,  I  was  inclined  to 
think  there  was  no  real  organization  in  it ;  wliiMi  complaints  were  made  to  me  I 
thought  it  was  more  the  acts  of  youthful  indiscretion,  and  was  disposed  to  treat  it  tor 
a  while  in  that  way,  as  the  indiscretions  of  boys  disposed  to  have  a  little  sport  at  tho 
expense  of  little  inflictions  upon  ])arties ;  but  the  complaints  came  in  pretty  rapidly 
to  me,  and,  as  a  magistrate,  I  sunnnoiied  several  of  tiie  jiarties  before  me,  and  tried  to 
make  an  investigation  ;  the  (h-st  investigation  I  mad('  or  attemi)ted  to  make,  I  found 
that  there  nnist  have  been  some  general  understanding  between  tlie  parties  that  I  had 
before  me,  for  I  could  find  nobody  guilty  of  the  crime  ;  I  had  Itefore  me  the  ])erson  who 
was  whipped  badly,  with  th(!  switches  in  his  hands  f  liut  it  liad  been  done  with,  having 
every  appearance  of  having  been  used,  yet  I  found  no  evidence  against  the  parties 
complained  of  that  I  thouglit  sufhcient  to  bind  them  to  court ;  it  was  but  a  little  while 
after  that  similar  complaints  were  made,  and  I  went  into  the  investigation  again  ;  at 
that  time  I  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  theie  nmst  be  some  kind  of  organization  ; 
in  i)roceediiig  to  make  the  investigation,  I  found  that  an  alibi  was  proven  in  almost 
every  instance;  that  seemed  to  be  the  grand  thing  that  they  would  fall  back  upon; 
for  instance,  in  one  case  where  I  T)ound  the  party,  he  proved  that  he  was  in  his  piazza 
in  his  night-clothes  about  two  hours  before  tlui  crime  was  connnitted,  but  as  that 
would  have  given  him  time  to  have  got  to  the  ]dace  and  connnitted  the  act,  I  bound 
him  to  court  n))on  other  evidence ;  after  that  1  made  another  investigation  ;  I  had 
several  parlies  [)efore  me;  there  Avas  a  lawyer  in  the  village  named  liadham,  who 
appeared  as  counsel  in  this  first  ease;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  counsel  in  tho 
second  one;  with  all  his  ability  and  energy  neitlu'r  of  us  succeeded  in  iinding  any 
party  guilty;  but  after  the  second  attempt  it  began  to  look  to  me  as  if  I  might  reacli 
into  the  merits  t)f  the  thing;  the  first  raid  of  the  organization  through  our  \  ilhige  was 
maxle  while  I  was  in  Baltimore,  some  time  in  the  spring  of  IHIii.);  in  that  raid  they 
stopped  in  front  of  Badham's  house,  as  Jias  been  jiroven  by  others;  he  liad  become 
odious  to  tln!  Klan,  and  a  letter  was  thrown  into  the  piazza,  threatening  him  if  he  con- 
tinued to  investigate  these  Kii-Klux  matters;  and  also  P.  R.  Harden,  who  has  got 
more  sense  than  to  be  engaged  in  such  things,  and  saying,  "We  will  call  on  you,"  or 
"  Hold  you  resi)ousible  for  it  ;"  that  is  about  the  substance  of  the  letter;  that  we  must 
not  continue  to  investigate  these  cases;  if  we  did  they  would  jiunish  us  for  it ;  they 
inarched  in  frout  of  the  house,  and  made  taunting  remarks,  growls,  grunts,  groans,  and 


NORTH   CAROLINA.  31 

iiisimiations  ;  well  after  that,  as  au  oiBcer,  I  liegan  to  think  I  was gettinj}; into  trouble 
about  it;  the  thing  began  to  be  so  common,  so  nmch  whipping  going  on,  hanging,  &c., 
and  when  the  parties  were  bound  over  to  the  court,  and  no  bills  were  found  against 
them  or  the  cases  were  continued,  I  became  reluctant  to  do  anything  more,  for  I  did 
not  want  to  be  made  a,  martyr  of;  there  were  some  other  complaints  made  before  me, 
and  I  refused  to  investigate  them  without  the  other  magistrates  aromid  would 
cooperate,  in  the  shape  of  a  little  court;  I  have  had  a  great  many  threats  made  to  me, 
aiul  they  were  generally,  I  think,  because  1  was  a  civil  officer  ;  I  am  ]iot  a  political  man, 
never  sought  office  ;  I  got  the  appointment  of  magistrate  by  the  governor  and  legisla- 
ture, &e.,  during  the  war;  after  the  Avar  was  over  I  was  appointed  l)y  the  governor; 
I  always  tried  to  do  my  duty,  and  after  the  election  of  magistrate  came  into  the  hands 
of  the  people,  the  citizens  elected  me  again. 

Qiiiiition.  You  have  taken  no  ]iart  in  politics? 

A)i'>nTi:  I  am  no  i)o]itician  ;  1  Jiave  always  entertained  my  political  opinions,  and 
voted  )ny  sentiments,  but  never  was  an  oftice-seeker. 

Quc-siioii.  Do  you  state,  as  derived  from  your  exiierience  as  a  magistrate,  that  this 
secret  organization  does  exist? 

Ai/nHo:  Tliere  is  no  doubt  of  its  existing. 

Qh<-.s/jo«.  From  knowledge  you  have  derived  as  a  magistrate,  what  is  its  object  and 
its  mode  of  ojieration  ? 

Aiinwir.  Being  a  magistrate  at  the  time,  the  governor  ordered  the  militia  there,  and 
while  they  were  makiug  arrests  and  a  great  many  confessions  were  being  made, 
several  of  l hem  before  me,  I  can  saj-  that  these  affidavits  almost  invariably  stated  that 
the  object  of  the?  organization  was  to  put  down  the  radical  party,  as  they  term  it  there, 
and  build  up  the  conservative  jiarty. 

Qucslioii.  By  Avhat  means  was  that  purpose  to  be  accomplished  ? 

An!<trer.  In  any  mode  that  they  would  see  proper;  in  one  of  them  I  recollect  it  was 
to  be  accomplished  by  committing  murder  or  crime  of  any  kind  ;  anything  they  might 
resort  to. 

Qiiciiiioii.  Did  your  investigation  as  a  magistrate  reveal  to  you  the  existence  of  any 
other  political  organization,  having  any  political  })urpose  in  view,  whose  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding AYOuld  give  rise  to  disorder  and  violence  ?     If  so,  state  what  it  Avas. 

Aiinwi'r.  I  never  heard  of  any  other  organization  that  led  into  acts  of  crime  ;  I  have 
heard  of  a  iu)litical  organization  Ivuown  as  the  League;  I  know  nothing  of  it  excejjt 
what  has  lieen  said,  mostly  through  the  papers. 

Qttcslion.  Did  any  instance  of  (lisorder  or  violence,  arising  out  of  the  existeno  of 
this  organization,  ever  come  before  you  ?     If  so,  what? 

Ansncr.  No,  sir;  nothing  of  that  kind  ever  came  before  me ;  I  never  heard  of  anything 
of  the  kind.  • 

Qii(s{ion.  Were  tlie  instances  of  taking  of  life  or  other  disorders  numerous  in  j  our 
county  / 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  Avere. 

QKCsiion.  Can  you  state  the  numljer  of  tlieni  Avithin  the  last  year? 

Avbivvr.  One  murder  was  conmiitted  in  our  village  about  twelve  months  ago. 

Q»c.s'/)OH.  Who  Avas  that? 

Aiwinr.  That  Avas  a  man  by  the  name  of  Outlaw ;  that  Avas  the  second  demonstntrion 
they  had  made  in  the  A'illage  ;  the  hrst  time  I  Avas  in  Baltimore,  this  time  I  AVii.3  at 
home. 

QncKlion.  What  did  yon  see  that  night  ? 

Answer.  I  was  Avolce  uj)  by  the  dogs  keeping  np  such  a  tremendous  liarking  :  I  g(  t  up 
and  remarked  to  my  wife,  "  Did  you  ever  hear  such  a  noise  among  the  dogs?"  She 
said  "she  had  been  aAvake  listening  to  it,  and  there  must  be  something  the  matter." 
I  Aveut  to  theAviudoAY  and  saw  a  man  in  disguise  galloping  on  a  horse  ;  just  then  my 
daughter,  who  had  looked  out  through  another  window,  came  to  my  door  and  said,  "  Pa, 
that  is  the  Ku-Klux;"  she  had  seen  them  the  lirst  night;  she  Avas  A'ery  much, 
frightened. 

QuenHo)).  What  Avas  the  disguise? 

Answer.  The  man  seemeil  to  be  wrapped  up  with  something  d:irk,  and  he  had  some- 
thing stuck  up  s'larp  0A"er  his  head  to  a  great  height;  it  reminded  me  of  Avhat  I  h:id 
seen  in  circuses  worn  hy  the  clowns. 

Question.  Did  it  conceal  his  features? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  every^  feature  Avas  concealed,  and  the  person  Avas  concealed;  the 
horse  was  not.  He  passed  by  in  the  direction  where  this  colored  man  Avas  living.  In 
a  little  Avhile  after  he  came  along,  and  they  Aveut  down  the  other  w^ay  tovA'ard  Avhere  a 
colored  man  Avho  Avorks  for  me  liA'ed,  named  Henry  Holt.  Directly  tliey  came  back, 
and  then  Avent  up  in  the  same  direction  tin/  llrvst  one  passed.  Tliey  Avere  in  disguise 
also,  but  in  Avhite  disguises.  EA'crytliing  seemed  to  be  (juiet  for  aAvhih^.  I  nuist  ac- 
knoAvledge  I  felt  a  little  intimidated,  but  I  was  determined  to  live  it  right  out  there. 
I  could  hear  them  from  ]dace  to  place,  I'rom  the  df)gs  making  such  a  noise.  Tliey 
seemed  to  be  quiet  for  nearly  twenty  minutes,  then  all  at  once  they  commenced  a  tre- 
mendous howling — a  most  ungodly  noise — the  most  horrible  noise  I  ever  heard ;  cA'ery 
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man  secrDod  to  be  making  a  most  doleful  sound  in  liis  own  way.  Directly  tliey  came 
nj)  around  my  storehouse,  and  came  right  down  l)y  my  house.  Several  ^lassed  before 
I  thought  of  the  idea  of  counting  them,  but  I  ( bought  there  must  be  at  least  forty  or 
fifty  in  th(;  gang.  I  learned  afterward,  from  sonic  who  counted  them  accurately,  that 
tliei^i-e  were  about  seventy-five.  They  rode  around  two  or  three  squares,  making  the 
noise.  My  family  were  almost  scared  to  death.  ISIy  little  boy  was  so  frightened  that  I 
had  to  apply  something  to  keep  him  from  fainting.  My  children  knew  of  the  threats 
against  me,' and  I  began  to  conclude  that  my  time  had  come.  While  I  w.i.s  restoring 
]ny  littlt!  boy,  they  had  gone  off.  It  was  not  a  very  bright  evening,  but  I  could  see  the 
man  who  was  dressed  in  dark,  and  could  tell  the  shape  of  his  hat.  I  concluded  it  was 
merely  another  raid  like  that  that  was  made  before,  and  thought  perhaps  nobody  would 
be  hurt,  any  more  than  that  they  might  have  taken  somebody  and  whip])ed  them.  I 
went  to  bed,  and  slept.  Early  in  the  morning  I  heard  that  Wyatt  Outlaw  was  hung. 
I  said  it  certainly  could  not  be  so  ;  I  thought  it  might  be  his  eftigy  that  they  had  huug. 
It  was  raining.  I  went  and  saw  liim  hanging  on  the  elm,  twenty  or  thirty  yards  from 
the  court-house,  on  the  jmblic  square.  I  still  thought  it  nmst  be  a  man  in  ethgy.  I 
found  it  was  the  negro  man.  They  had  pinned  on  him  a  ])aper,  and  on  it  was  written 
in  a  plain  Imnd  "  licwarc,  ye  guilty,  both  black  and  white.  K.  K.  K."  The  coroner 
was  sent  for,  but  he  happened  to  be  out  of  the  way.  Everybody  was  afraid  to  take 
liim  dov,-n,  for  fear  they  might  get  themselves  in  trouble.  He  hung  there  till  about 
eleven  or  twelve  o'clock  in  t"lie  day.  Finally  tjie  coroner  was  got  there  and  the  .sheriU", 
and  tliey  took  him  down  and  snnnuoued  a  .jury,  and  held  an  in(|uest.  After  the  inquest, 
some  of  tlu"  colored  ])eople  wanted  to  take  charge  of  the  body  and  bury  it.  They  were 
so  afraid  to  touch  it.  lest  they  should  make  themselves  biamealile,  that  on<^  or  two  re- 
fused actually  to  take  hold  of  the  Ijody  and  carry  it  to  the  house.  I  saw  all  this  with 
my  own  eyes.  I  know  the  fact,  from  testimony,  that  a  negro  mau  was  thrown  into  a 
luill-pond  and  drowned. 

QiH'slioii.  Was  anybody  arrested  for  the  murder  of  Outlaw  ? 

An-sHcr.  Nobody  was  ever  arrested. 

Qiicstiou.  Anybody  identiiied  as  participating  in  it? 

Aiisircr.  In  some  confessions  ma<le  by  those  who  were  arrested,  I  think  it  has  been 
iutimatiul  who  some  of  the  jiarties  were. 

Qiicfilioii.  Has  there  ever  been  any  effort  to  arrest  them  ? 

Annnrr.  No,  sir  ;  except  by  the  militia — no  civil  authorities — never  any  special  com- 
plaint made  before  lue,  as  a  magistrate,  al)out  it. 

QiHslion.  What  is  the  population  of  the  village  in  which  this  occurred? 

Aiimur.  Some  three  or  four  hun<lred  ;  a  small  village. 

Qiioition.  A  sheriff  and  otticers  residing  there  ? 

yiiiNwn:  Yes,  sir  ;  a  county  town.  The  sheritf  docs  not  live  there,  but  four  miles  from 
the  village.     His  oHice  is  there. 

QncsHoii.  Any  jmlge  of  the  court  residing  there? 

Aiimrr.  No,  sir  ;  the  judge  of  that  district,  A.  W.  Tourgee,  resides  in  the  adjoining 
county,  at  (rreensboro. 

Qiicslioii.  Was  this  colored  man  a  peaceable  citizen  ? 

Aiisurr.  Quite  .so,  sir. 

QticHtion.  Industrious  ? 

Answer.  Industrious,  self-sustaining;  ho  had  lost  his  wife;  he  had  some  three  or  four 
children  with  him  at  tlie  tijue,  and  had  his  mother  living  with  him. 

Qiieslio)).  Any  ground  given  there  for  the  proceeding — any  charge  made  against  him 
to  ju.stify  it  I 

Answer.  Never  was  anything  alleged  against  him  toexcu.sc  the  crime,  except  it  was 
said  afterward  that  he  had  shot  at  them  when  they  were  there  the  first  night— that  is, 
twelve  months  before.     I  n(>ver  lu-ard  any  other  allegation  against  him. 

Qiiculioii.  You  had  never  heard  of  that  before  he  was  hung  ? 

Avsircr.  No,  sir.  In  making  the  first  raid  they  went  up  the  village  where  some 
colored  peo])le  lived,  and  shot  through  the  houses,  but  did  not  kill  anybody. 

Qiicslion.  Was  there  any  political  reason  assigned? 

Answer.  There  was  never  any  political  reason  assigned,  except  that  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  town  commis.sioncrs,  which  was  very  objectionable  to  some  of  the  jiopula- 
tion  there,  he  being  a  colored  mau.  Aft(-rward  he  was  a  candidate,  and  his  oijponent 
got  some  two  or  three  more  votes  than  he  did.  In  that  little  canvassing  of  the  town 
for  that  office  he  was  quite  objectionable  to  his  opponents — one  of  them  especially. 

QneMion.  After  this  thing  occurred  was  there  any  dilferencc  in  the  tone  of  public 
sentinu'ut  in  the  two  political  parties  as  to  the  offense  ? 

AvHwer.  You  mean  by  that,  whether  there  was  one  class  that  would  justify  the 
murder  and  another  denounce  it  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir ;  I  want  to  get  at  the  tone  of  public  sentiment,  if  possible. 

Answer.  I  will  e'xplain  in  this  way :  If  a  stranger  were  to  come  ;iuto  our  village,  ho 
could  have  told  every  democrat  and  every  republican  (dimply  by  h;earing  them  exjjresa 
themselves — the  conservatives  nnanimcmsly  justifying  it,  and  the  republicans,  or  radi- 
cals, as  they  are  termed,  unanimously  denouncing  it. 
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By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Was  that  iisually  so  in  regard  to  cases  of  violciKe  that  occurred  in  the 
county — one  party  justifying  and  the  other  condemning  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  a  general  thing,  there  was  a  kind  of  justification  by  one  jmrty 
and  denunciation  by  the  other;  or  rather,  if  there  was  not  a  justification,  rliere  was  a, 
kind  of  apoh)gy  made  for  it.  For  instance,  if  a  colored  man  was  whipped,  they  would 
say,  "Well,  he  has  been  doing  so  and  so,  and  ought  to  be  whipped."  I  know  of  some 
cases  where  they  would  allege  that  the  colored  man  was  guilty  of  such  and  such  a 
crime,  and  I  would  remark,  "  If  he  is,  why  not  complain  to  the  civil  authorities  and 
li:>ve  him  punished  for  it?"  They  would  say,  it  has  been  overlooked;  or,  tb<>y  would 
rather  take  the  thing  into  their  own  hands. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  30,  1371. 
Peter  R.  Harden,  examination  continued. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Your  testimony  closed  on  Saturday  last  after  you  had  detailed  to  us  what 
you  knew  about  the  hanging  of  Outlaw,  and  you  had  answered  some  questions  put  to 
you  by  Mr.  Rice.  Will  you  go  on  and  now  state  any  knowledge  you  derived  from  your 
position  as  a  magistrate  concerning  other  outrages  committed  in  your  county  ?  Give 
us  their  nature  and  number  as  brieflj-  and  succinctly  as  you  can. 

Answer.  I  think  I  closed  on  Saturday  after  giving  an  account  of  what  I  saw  and 
knew  concerning  the  hanging  of  Outlaw.  In  that  account  I  mentioned  the  name  of 
Henry  Holt,  a  colored  man,  from  the  direction  of  whoso  house  these  disguised  men 
came.  On  the  morning  that  tlie  body  of  Outlaw  was  found,  it  was  ascertained  that 
these  persons  had  gone  to  the  house  of  Henry  Holt  aiul  taken  the  bed-cord  from  his 
bed,  and  with  it  hanged  the  body  of  Outlaw  to  the  tree.  They  told  Holt's  wife  that 
they  had  come  there  to  get  Henry  Holt,  but  as  he  had  got  out  of  their  way  then,  they 
would  call  for  him  again  on  the  next  Saturday  night.  That  is  about  all  I  know  ol 
those  two  outrages.  Since  Saturday  I  have  made  a  little  niemorandnm  of  some  other 
cases  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge.  There  are  many  others  that  I  know  nothing 
about  except  from  hearsay.  The  first  of  the  cases  I  have  noted  on  my  memorandum  is 
that  of  Joseph  Harvey  and  his  child.  He  was  the  second  party  who  made  complaint 
to  me,  and  whose  case  I  investigated  in  my  humble  way  as  a  magistrate,  aiul  bound 
some  of  the  parties  over  to  appear  at  court.  In  that  raid  they  took  Harvey  out, 
dragged  him  through  the  Avoods  roughly,  whipped  him  severely  upon  his  back,  and 
al).ised  him  pretty  badly ;  besides  whipping  him,  cufted  him  about  a  great  deal.  While 
taking  him  from  his  house,  they  got  into  a  little  scufde  or  wrangle,  and  in  it  knocked 
Harvey's  child  from  the  arms  of  its  mother  and  trampled  over  it  so  much  tliat  the 
child  died  from  the  effects  of  it.  The  next  on  my  memorandum  is  the  case  of  Caswell 
Holt.  He  was  the  first  man  who  made  complaint  to  mo  as  a  magistrate.  I  inves- 
tigated the  matter  the  best  I  could;  had  several  witnesses,  fifteen  or  tv/euty  in  num- 
ber, I  think.  This  man,  Caswell  Holt,  represented  to  me  that  he  felt  satisfied  that  ho 
knew  one  or  two  of  the  persons,  and  gave  his  reasons  for  thinking  that  he  knew  them, 
their  voices,  actions,  &c. ;  they  were  all  in  disguise.  I  got  nothing,  however,  from 
any  of  the  witnesses  in  that  case  sufficient,  as  I  tliought,  to  warrant  me  in  binding  the 
parties  over  to  the  court,  and  I  dismissed  the  case.  All  of  them  proved  that  they  were 
somewhere  out  of  the  way.  I  was  satisfied  that  there  was  not  sufficient  to  warrant 
me  in  binding  them  over,  or,  if  they  Avere  bound  over,  to  convict  them.  The  next  case 
is  that  of  Squire  Alston  ;  he  was  a  colored  man.  Quite  a  number  of  them  Avent  to  his 
house  ;  I  did  not  investigate  this  case,  but  quite  a  little  number  of  them  went  to  his 
house.  AVhen  they  broke  open  the  door  and  got  into  the  house,  Alston's  wife  picked 
up  an  ax  and  struck  at  one  of  the  party,  and  cut  his  head  nearly  open.  It  was  thou"ht 
for  a  Avhile  that  he  would  certainly  die  from  the  effects  of  the  wound.  The  party  got 
into  a  general  wrangle  or  figlit,  and  I  do  not  think  they  got  the  negro  out  so  as  to 
give  him  a  real  whipping ;  but  the  thing  was  given  up  on  account  of  the  fight  they 
got  into  there. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  man  who  was  struck  with  ■'he  ax? 

Ansuer.  1  know  the  man  who  was  said  to  bo  the  man  she  struck,  .ipo 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ?  nov 

Answer.  His  name  was  Steele.  He  fled  the  country  as  soon  as  '!  tlgot  well  enough, 
and  I  am  told  he  is  now  in  Texas.  Steele  was  secretly  kept  in  hi'.j  tether's  house  until 
he  got  so  that  he  could  move  and  leave  the  country,  and  ho  has  't  fcbeeu  back  since. 

The  next  case  I  have  noted  here  is  that  of  William  Harniday."lHe  is  a  white  man. 
He  made  the  statement  to  me  himself.  He  did  not  apply  to  me  as.\  magistrate  for  any 
protection,  but  he  made  the  statement  to  me.  He  said  that  a  panor of  fifteen  or  twenty 
men  in  disguise  went  to  his  house  at  a  late  hour  in  the  night  a^-.;"  called  him  out.  He 
refused  to  go  out ;  they  insisted  that  he  should  go  out,  and  said  that  they  wanted  to 
see  him.  Harniday  refused  to  go  out ;  he  was  armed  in  his  house,  and  stated  to  mo 
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tliat  lie  intended,  if  tliey  broke  in  Lis  house,  to  make  the  best  of  it  that  lie  could  ;  for 
he  knew  if  they  took  him  out  they  would  treat  him  cruelly.  Finally,  not  getting  at 
Haruiday  in  that  way,  several  shots  were  fii-ed  through  the  window,  and  one  or  two  of 
them  sti'uck  within  a!  very  short  space  oi'the  head  of  Haruiday's  wife  while  she  was  in 
bed.  He  sort  of  kept  in.  a  corner,  and  they  did  not  hit  him,  as  they  expected.  After 
that  they  went  away. 

The  next  case,  I  think,  is  that  of  Alouzo  B.  Corliss.    He  ^as  a  white  man. 

Qutsiioii.  If  you  can,  as  you  go  along,  will  you  give  the  dates  of  these  outrages  ? 

Ansicer.  Holt,  Harvey,  Alston  ;  all  those  acts  were  done  along  in  the  spring  of  1889, 
I  think  it  was;  and  in  that  same  year,  I  thmk,  Corliss  was  outraged  in  the  same  way. 
All  those  that  I  have  mentioned  were  along  in  the  early  spring  of  1869.  This  man 
Corliss  was  sent  by  some  society  from  the  Northern  States  to  teach  a  colored  school  at 
Ctmipany's  Shoi)S,  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  village  where  I  live.  He  was  taken 
from  his  house  by  a  gang  of  these  disguised  men,  and  carried  through  a  thicket  of 
woods,  dragged  along.  He  was  a  man  that  could  not  walk,  but  went  on  crutches,  and 
they  just  dragged  him  along  through  the  woods  and  bushes.  His  wife  protested  all 
she  could,  andhallooed  and  made  all  the  noise  she  could;  but  the  alarm  she  made  did 
not  call  any  assistance  to  her.  They  whipped  hiin  severely,  tortured  him  in  ditfereut 
ways,  stri]>i)ed  him,  I  tliink,  nearly  naked,  and  went  olf  and  left  him  lying  on  the 
ground.  This  was  in  the  year  18(i9.  These  others,  I  think,  were  iu  the  early  part  of 
1809  ;  but  this  case  of  Corliss  was  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 

The  next  case  is  that  of  John  Kingstali,  a  white  man;  he  made  complaint  tome; 
fifteen  or  twenty  disguised  men  went  to  his  house  and  broke  iu  the  door  ;  the  iirst  thing 
they  did  was  to  take  his  gun  from  some  Ioojjs  over  the  door ;  they  seized  him  while  he 
was  on  his  bed,  carried  him  to  the  woods,  and  whipped  him  severelj". 

The  nexfc  case  is  that  of  Leonard  Rippy;  Rippy  was  taken  out  of  his  house  and 
whipped,  and  tortured  iu  many  ways. 

By  ]Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Was  he  white  or  colored? 

A)i.'<wer.  White;  all  three  of  the  last  persons  I  have  named  were  white.  Rippy  said 
they  treated  him  in  this  way:  they  made  him  get  down  on  his  knees  and  whicker  like 
a  shillion — to  make  noise  like  a  stallion,  and  to  go  through  the  acts  of  a  stallion,  and 
all  that  towards  a  colored  woman.  He  did  not  make  any  comidaiut  to  mc,  but  I  heard 
him  make  the  statement. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  Nathan  Trollinger;  he  was  a  colored  man  ;  he  was  taken 
out  and  whipi)ed  and  tortured  in  a  great  many  ways  ;  they  made  him  take  out  his  penis 
and  prick  it  with  his  own  knife,  sufficient  to  make  the  blood  ran ;  they  tortured  him  iu 
a  great  many  ways. 

The  next  ease  was  that  of  Sandy  Scllars,  a  colored  man  ;  he  made  a  complaint  to  me; 
but  by  that  time  I  had  found  that  I  could  not  reach  these  cases  as  a  magistrate,  and  so 
I  i»ut  hiiii  olf  by  telling  him  to  make  his  complaint  before  the  grand  jury  at  the  next 
term  of  the  superior  court. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qiidifion.  What  was  the  date  of  that  case? 

Jiimxr.  That  was  in  tlie  year  1869.  I  could  get  the  exact  dates,  I  suppose,  but  I  do 
not  remember  them  now,  so  far  as  the  mouths  are  concerned.  They  took  Selhirs  from 
his  house,  carried  him  to  the  woods,  whipped  liim  severely,  bent  him  down  after  whip- 
ping, took  a  rough  stick,  and,  with  a  num  liold  of  each  end  of  it,  rubbed  it  up  and  down 
his  backbone. 

The  case  of  William  Simpson,  a  white  man,  is  the  next  case  I  have  on  my  menio- 
randiim ;  he  was  taken  from  his  house,  very  roughly  dragged  and  carried  to  the  woods, 
tlnongh  the  l)rush  and  thorns,  with  nothing  on  but  his  shirt,  I  believe,  tied  to  a  tree, 
and  whii)ped  severely  with  switches. 

The  mxt  case  was  that  of  Anfhoirs-  Foster,  a  white  man ;  they  went  to  his  house, 
took  him  out,  used  him  roughly  in  dilfercnt  ways;  I  think  they  whii)ped  him  a  little, 
and  threatened  him  if  he  did  not  do  so  and  so. 

Queniion.  What  were  tln^  threats  they  made? 

Ansircr.  That^eiie  did  not  leave  the  neighborhood  they  would  do  so  and  so  to  him. 
In  some  of  thesqr  ses  I  can  tell  the  alleged  causes  for  these  acts  ;  I  cannot  tell  in  aU, 
but  iu  some  of  tl\  "v\  I  can. 

Question.  Give  iiMhie  whole  truth  in  regard  to  these  cases  ? 

Annivo:  I  will  gi\Vo  il  I  can.  After  I  have  got  through  with  the  other  cases  I  have 
noted  on  my  memoriindnm  I  will  mention  the  alleged  causes  for  these  acts  where  I  can. 
The  nc^xt  ease  is  thaV  of  Mrs.  Polly  Cappins  and  daughter.  They  went  to  h(;r  house, 
fnrued  them  out  of  fA4j;s,  threw  the  house  down,  and  somewhat  abused  the  persons  of 
the  women,  and  left  them. 

By  Mr  Rice  : 
QucJiiion.  Were  they  white  or  colored  women  ? 
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Jnsiver.  They  Tvere  white.  The  uext  case  is  that  of  John  Bason,  a  wliite  man.  He 
Wits  a  watchman  in  a  cotton  factory  there.  They  went  np  against  liini  nnexpectedly, 
seized  him,  carried  him  away  from  where  he  was  doing  duty  as  a  watchman,  whipped 
him  severely,  and  turned  him  h>ose.  There  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Siddell  who  was 
an  operator  in  one  of  the  factories  there — machinist  wonUl  perliaps  better  express  it. 
They  took  him  out  from  his  room  and  whipped  him.  They  made  some  other  promises 
to  SiddelL  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  words  now,  but  they  left  some  messages  with 
him  that  he  must  change  his  course  of  conduct. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Change  his  course  of  conduct  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  will  tell  about  all  this  wdien  I  have  got  through  the  list— what  the 
alleged  causes  were.  The  next  case  on  my  list  is  that  of  George  Rippy,  a  colored  man. 
They  went  to  his  house,  took  him  out,  whipped  him  severely,  and  turned  him  loose. 
Theii  there  was  the  outrage  of  burning  the  school-house  at  Company's  Shops,  near  where 
I  live.  Then  there  was  the  threatening  the  life  of  Mr.  Shoffner,  a  senator  in  our  legis- 
lature. They  banded  together  and  started  olf  to  assassinate  Shoftuer,  but  were  met 
by  one  of  the  Klau  who  told  them  that  Sholfner  was  not  at  home  that  night ;  he  told 
them  that  in  order  to  stop  the  assassination,  and  through  his  influence  he  got  them  to 
turn  back.  Then  there  was  the  placing  of  a  coffin  at  the  door  of  Joseph  McAdams,  who 
is  a  white  man.  That  is  aboirt  all  I  know  that  really  came  under  my  observation, 
cases  that  were  fully  stated  to  me  by  the  persons  themselves.  Many  other  outrages 
were  committed. 

Qncstioii.  These  were  all  within  the  limits  of  Alamance  County  ? 

Answer.  These  cases  were  all  in  my  county,  and  all  of  these  persons  made  complaint 
to  mo  or  I  heard  them  state  the  facts.  Some  of  them  I  investigated  and  some  I  did 
not.     None  of  them  have  ever  been  x)uuished. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Were  the  persons  engaged  in  committing  these  outrages  all  represented  as 
having  been  masked  ? 
Answer.  They  were  all  masked. 

Question.  Were  these  acts  all  done  in  the  night  time  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  in  the  night  time. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Give  us  briefly  the  alleged  causes  for  those  acts. 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  charged  against  Outlaw  until  after  he  was  hung. 
The  apologies  I  saw  made  to  justify  the  act  was  that  he  had  shot  at  the  Ku-Klnx  when 
they  made  their  first  raid  in  our  village.  I  think  I  stated  that  Saturday.  Tliey  went 
for  Holt  for  the  same  reason,  that  he  had  shot  at  them  on  the  night  they  first  made 
their  appearance  there.  I  overlooked  one  name  as  I  went  over  my  list  just  now,  the 
case  of  William  Puryear,  a  colored  man.  Puryear  was  not  a  very  bright  negro  ;  he 
w-as  a  negro  of  very  ordinary  mind.  The  night  that  Outlaw  was  hung,  or  the  morning 
after,  this  William  Puryear  saw  some  of  the  raiding  party  going  home ;  they  had 
staid  out  till  it  was  about  day  and  when  they  went  home  he  saw  them  and  knew 
who  they  were.  After  he  heaixl  of  the  hanging  of  Outlaw  he  u]i  and  told  who  he  saw 
going  in  disguise  that  morning,  and  mentioned  the  names  of  some  of  the  men  who  were 
there  that  ho  saw  going  home.  He  went  to  our  village  for  the  purpose  of  telling  this  to 
some  of  the  officers  who  were  there  in  command  of  a  small  sqnad  of  soldiers.  I  do  not 
recollect  now  who  they  were.  When  he  went  back  home,  after  being  over  to  the  vil- 
lage, they  went  to  his  house,  a  gang  of  them,  in  disguise,  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night, 
took  him  out  of  his  house,  carried  him  to  a  mill-pond,  tied  a  large  rock  to  his  arms, 
and  threw  him  into  the  pond.  The  cause  of  that  was  that  they  were  afraid  he  would 
expose  those  he  saw  going  from  the  raid. 

Question.  He  was  drowned  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  found  some  time  afterward  in  the  mill-pond,  dead.  It  was 
a  month  or  two  months  afterward  that  he  was  found.  It  was  well  known  when  he  was 
missing.  Search  was  made  or  pretended  to  be  made  for  him  in  the  ueighliorhood. 
There  was  a  great  deal  said  about  it.  Those  who  were  disposed  to  apologize  for  crimes 
of  this  kind  there  said  he  had  gone  away  from  home  ;  that  it  was  known  he  had  taken 
some  two  or  three  days  provisions,  and  gone  away.  His  wife,  and  those  she  spoke  to, 
who  had  cause  to  believe  that  there  had  been  cruel  treatment  to  him,  insisted  all 
the  time  that  he  had  been  made  away  with.  But  he  was  not  found  for  some  time 
afterward,  and  theu  he  was  found  in  the  mill-pond.  '  I  never  heard  of  any  alleged  cause 
for  whipping  Alston.  Harniday  is  as  respectable  a  man  as  we  have  in  our  country  for 
truth,  honesty,  and  sobriety.  I  have  never  heard  of  any  cause  for  the  outrage  on  him, 
but  his  politics. 

Question.  What  was  he  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  republican.  Corliss  was  said  to  have  been  whipped,  because  he 
was  teaching  a  colored  school.    Those  who  jaitified  the  crime  said  that  it  was  f'u-  tak- 
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ing  seats  in  the  church  with  colored  persous.  The  excuse  for  -whipping  Ringstali, 
■was  that  he  Avas  too  iutiniate  with  the  Gappin  women.  The  alleged  cause  in  the  case 
of  Rippy  was  that  he  was  too  intimate  Avith  a  colored  woman.  Of  Troliuger  I  never 
heard  any  cause  alleged  in  his  case.  The  Sellars  outrage  was  never  pretended  to  be 
justified;  and  I  never  knew  of  any  alleged  cause  for  the  whipping  of  Simiison.  Those 
who  apologized  for  these  crimes,  said  they  whipped  Foster  to  get  him  out  of  the  way. 

Question.  For  what  reason  did  they  want  to  get  him  out  of  the  way? 

An:iire):  The  truth  is,  Foster  is  a  kind  of  low-down  man ;  he  is  a  man  of  not  very 
good  character  ;  has  some  loose  women  about  him.  It  was  a  place  that  was  visited 
l)retty  freely,  and  Foster  seemed  to  be  in  the  way.  They  wanted  hiin  away,  I  suppose, 
and  then  their  chances  would  be  better.  I  never  heard  anything  alleged  for  the  out- 
rage on  the  Gappin  women,  except  that  they  were  loose  characters.  They  whipped 
Bason  because  he  did  not  go  to  the  election.  Bason  was  apoormai),l)ut  a  good  repub- 
lican. He  was  in  the  employ  of  a  strong  conservative,  and  thought,  in  order  not  to 
oppose  his  employer,  that  he  would  not  go  to  the  election,  or  vote  at  all;  so,  on  the 
day  of  the  election,  while  the  rest  of  the  operatives  went  to  the  election,  he  staid  at 
home.  A  night  or  two  after  that  they  whipped  him,  and  said  at  the  time  that  they 
whipped  him  for  that  reason,  because  he  did  not  go  to  the  election  and  vote. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Qtiestion.  ^Yhat  year  was  that  ? 

Ansiver.  I  am  not  positive  as  to  the  year  ;  I  think  it  was  before  the  presidential  elec- 
tion, may  be;  it  was  just  before  sonu;  election  of  some  importance  ;  it  was  either  that 
or  the  constitutional  election.  Old  man  Siddell  was  whipped — at  least  the  excuse  they 
gave  for  whipping  him  was — l)ecausc  he  was  too  intimate  with  s(Mue  of  the  young  ladies 
around  the  fiictory.  I  never  heard  any  reason  given  for  whipping  liippy.  The  school- 
house  was  burned  because  colored  people  were  taught  there.  Sholiiier  w;ii5  persecuted 
because  of  the  rigid  militia  bill  he  introduced,  and  which  was  carried  through  the  legis- 
lature. A  cothn  was  placed  at  McAdams's  door  because  he  was  a  republican.  These 
are  about  all  the  outrages  I  know  of  to  my  o\Nn  knowledge.    There  were  many  others. 

By  the  Chaiuman  : 

Qucfiflon.  Between  wliat  two  periods  of  time  did  these  occurrences  take  place  ?  Fix; 
the  earliest  period  and  the  latest  period  that  they  took  place. 

Ansircr.  I  would  say  from  about  the  lirst  of  the  year  1869,  running  all  along  up  to 
the  middle  of  the  summer  of  1870. 

Question.  What  were  the  party  relations  of  the  men  who  were  injured,  so  for  as  you 
know  ? 

Answer.  All  of  the  white  men  (I  know  every  one  of  them)  were  republicans  except 
Foster.  Foster  has  always  been  a  democrat,  and  is  a  conservative  now.  I  thyik  he 
votes  the  conservative  ticket  if  he  votes  at  all.  The  colored  men  were  all  republican 
in  i)olitics.  Shoft'ner  was  a  republican,  and  represented  my  county  in  the  legislature. 
McA(hims  was  a  republican. 

Qne>itio».  What  were  the  politics  of  the  sheriff  and  his  deputies  in  your  county? 

Ansncr.  The  sheriff  is  a  conservative  and  a  Ku-Klux. 

By  Jlr.  Bayakd  : 

Qnesiion.  What  is  his  name  ? 

Ansuer.  Albert  ]\Iurray  ;  I  do  not  think  he  has  any  middle  name. 

Question.  Of  Alamance  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  his  post  office  address  ? 

Answer.  Graham,  Alamance  Ct>unty,  North  Carolina.  By  the  way,  while  wc  are 
speaking  of  the  sheriff  there  is  one  otiier  thing  I  want  to  !5])eak  of  in  connection  with 
him,  tor  I  think  it  is  my  duty  as  long  as  I  am  asked  the  question.  He  is  the  sheriff  of 
the  county  ;  he  is  a  conservative,  and  he  is  a  Ku-Klux.  The  county  is  divided  off  into 
(>leven  districts,  and  each  one  of  those  districts  has  a  board  of  district  commissioners 
lor  the  transaction  of  business ;  each  one  of  those  districts  has  a  deputy  sheriff,  and 
every  deputy  that  this  sheriff  has  is  a  Ku-Klux  ;  I  think  I  am  safe  to  say  that  every 
one  of  them  is  a  Ku-Klux.     There  are  eleven  of  these  districts  in  my  county. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qnestion.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  those  proceedings  upon  the  feeling  of  seciu-ity 
for  persons  and  property  in  that  county  ?  State  what  it  is  in  your  own  case  ;  what  is 
your  own  feeling  as  to  your  own  security,  in  consequence  of  those  proceedings  in  that 
county  V 

Answer.  It  has  been  of  the  most  horrible  character. 

(Jiitstion.  Were  you  there  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  was  born  and  raised  right  where  I  now  live.  I  was  politically 
au  old-line  whig.    When  secession  was  advocated  there,  I  was  an  opponent  of  the  prin- 
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ciplo  of  secession.  After  we  got  into  the  war  I  never  had  any  hope  of  onr  snccess 
I  was  free  at  all  times  to  speak  my  sentiments  about  it.  I  never  sought  any  office  •  I 
never  was  a  political  man.  But  I  entei'taiued  my  political  opinions,  and  talked  free- 
ly with  my  friends,  and  many  of  my  friends  have  always  differed  with  me  politically. 
As  good  friends  as  I  used  to  have  there,  when  I  was  entertaining  old  whig  princii^le's, 
were  men  who  entertained  old  democratic  principles.  I  had  as  good  frieud.von  that 
side  of  the  political  question  as  I  had  on  my  own  side,  and  with  as  neighborly  feelin<'s. 
Therefore,  during  the  war  I  was  free  to  express  my  opinions  whenever  I  was  called 
into  conversation  upon  matters  of  this  sort.  I  always  doubted  our  success.  I  never 
could  see  the  bright  spark  in  the  principle  of  secession.  After  the  war,  having  always 
been  a  slaveholder,  of  course  I  was  not  very  well  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  war. 
But  I  made  up  my  mind  to  this,  as  soon  as  the  secession  movement  was  made,  I  knew 
the  great  question  was  right  there  upon  that  one  thing,  that  slavery  would  go  up  on 
account  of  the  failure  of  the  Southern  States.  If  we  succeeded,  there  was  a  chance  to 
hold  it.  Thus  I  was  prepared,  as  a  result  of  the  war,  when  the  war  was  over,  to  give 
up  my  slaves,  and  then  I  would  have  taken  the  situation  as  it  was. 

My  first  idea  was  to  support  what  was  talked  of  and  known  with  us  there  as  the 
Howard  amendment.  I  thought  that  was  a  proposition  made  to  us  that  we  could 
accept.  I  was  in  favor  of  that.  I  had  always  conferred  very  freely  with  Governor 
Graham  upon  everything  of  a  political  nature,  and  we  had  always  run  precisely  together 
up  to  that  time.  I  had  some  talk  with  Governor  Graham  at  my  hoiise.  I  told  him  I 
was  inclined  to  think  that  we  had  better  accept  the  Howarcl  amendment ;  but  he 
insisted  not.  I  had  always  looked  upon  him  as  a  good  statesman.  Through  his  argu- 
ments and  ijersuasious  I  did  not  support  the  first  election,  which  included  that  Howard 
amendment.  I  thought  afterward  I  had  committed  an  error,  and  I  thought  a  great 
deal  of  it.  Thinks  I,  the  nest  time  a  thing  of  that  kind  is  put  before  me  I  will  act  on 
my  own  judgment.  I  felt  like  we  had  let  the  bird  loose,  that  we  had  better  take  that 
than  contend  for  something  further.  Then,  when  the  new  constitution  of  om-  State  was 
submitted  to  us  I  voted  for  it,  and  there  I  and  Governor  Graham  parted.  He  has 
always  been  a  loading  politician  in  our  State,  and  one  in  whom  I  have  had  great  con- 
fidence up  to  that  time ;  but  then  I  took  one  way  and  he  the  other,  and  we  have  been 
60  ever  since. 

Question.  The  point  to  which  I  desired  to  direct  your  attention  was  the  degree  of  com- 
parative security  you  felt  during  the  war,  and  what  your  feeling  has  been  since  those 
outrages  have  been  committed. 

Answer.  I  have  made  this  little  statement  only  to  show  you  that  during  all  these 
troubles  I  never  saw  the  time  that  I  did  not  feel  perfectly  safe  to  act  and  do  and  say 
my  will.  But  since  the  adoption  of  our  new  constitution,  since  the  organization  of 
these  Ku-Klux,  and  since  these  threats  have  been  made  toward  me,  and  since  I  have 
seen  so  many  executions  of  the  threats  really  made  by  tbese  Ku-Klux,  I  have  for  the 
last  two  years  been  in  real  suspense  of  my  life.  I  have  had  to  change  my  sleeping 
room.  I  and  my  wife  used  to  occupy  the  lower  floor  of  my  house,  to  sleep  in  what  I 
called  her  room ;  but  since  these  threats  have  been  made  toward  me  I  have  changed 
my  place  of  sleeping.  I  speak  of  this  only  to  show  that  I  felt  an  uneasiness  about  it. 
I  have  taken  as  my  sleeping  room  a  higher  room  in  the  house,  one  as  secure  as  I  could 
select ;  and  I  never  think  of  lying  down  at  night  without  a  good  supply  of  arms  right 
at  hand.  I  have  felt  insecure  many  a  time  ;  I  have  laid' down  in  dreatl  and  fear  for  a 
long  time ;  I  actually  hated  to  see  the  night  approach.  I  felt  iierfectly  safe,  jierfectly 
secure  in  the  day  time,  but  for  a  long  time  I  actuallj'^  hated  to  see  night  approach. 

Question.  You  have  stated,  now,  your  own  feeling  in  consec|uence  of  this  state  of 
things ;  to  what  extent  do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  feeling  entertained  by  Union  men, 
as  they  are  termed,  generally  through  your  county  and  State? 

Answer.  If  they  tell  me  what  they  really  think,  they  are  just  in  my  fix.  I  have  talked 
with  almost  every  man  of  any  kind  of  respectability  in  our  county, 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  sense  of  apprehension  and  insecuritj'  prevails  among 
the  Union  men  of  North  Carolina? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  over  the  State. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know,  confine  yourself  to  your  own  county. 
Answer.  So  far  as  I  know,  it  does.  I  am  satisfied  it  is  the  case  in  my  county,  for 
there  I  see  people  from  different  jiarts  of  the  county  every  few  weeks.  I  have  talked 
freely,  (sspecially  with  repul^licaus  from  all  over  the  county.  Many  of  them  look  upon 
me  as  a  man  of  somcAvhat  tolerable  judgment,  and  they  talk  with  me  upon  matters  of 
this  sort. 

Question.  At  the  time  the  State  militia  were  ordered  into  Alamance  County  do  you 
believe  that  justice  could  be  obtained  iu  the  civil  tribunals  there  for  any  of  these 
wrongs  of  which  you  have  given  us  a  statement  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not. 
Question.  For  what  reason  ? 

Ansicer.  Because  the  organization  there  had  within  their  bounds  all  the  county  offi- 
cers; that  is,  they  had  the  sheriff,  the  deputy  sherifis,  and,  as  a  very  natiu'al  conse- 
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queiice,  they  would  have  had  the  juries.  They  liave  swoi'ii,  aud  have  shown  it  by 
their  acts  before  me,  that  they  would  uot  allow  any  one  of  them  to  be  caught  up  for 
any  act  that  was  committed  by  them  in  their  disguises. 

Question.  By  whom  is  the  jury  selected  in  your  county? 

Aiisictr.  The  jury  is  drawn  from  a  box.  The  county  commissioners  put  in  a  box  the 
names  of  those  in  the  county  they  think  are  competent  to  make  good  jurors.  Among 
them  are  the  names  of  many  good  republicans,  but  a  large  majority,  perhaps  more  than 
two  to  one  that  would  be  drawn  out  of  the  box  would  be  of  men  w^o  actually  belonged 
to  the  Klan.  The  names  of  very  few  negroes  are  put  in  the  jury  box  there.  "  Colored 
men"'  you  call  them  here,  but  we  are  so  in  the  habit  of  calling  them  negroes  there  that 
we  still  keep  it  up. 

Question.  You  have  stated  that  a  number  of  persons  went  before  you,  as  a  magistrate, 
aud  made  confessions  of  their  connection  with  this  Ku-Klux  Klan  ? 

Ansiier.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  that  cease,  and  to  what  do  you  attribute  the  stoj)ping  of  those 
confessions  ? 

Answer.  That  was  while  the  militia  was  there  making  arrests.  After  the  first  arrest 
or  two  were  made,  Avhich  was  done  in  my  village,  rigiit  in  my  presence,  it  created  a 
great  deal  of  fear  among  those  who  belonged  to  the  Clan.  The  governor  had  made 
some  proclamation  that  if  tliose  who  belonged  to  the  Clan  would  come  out  and  expose 
the  thing  fully  he  would — I  do  not  know  whether  he  i)romised  that  he  would  release 
them  from  any  harm  or  not :  but  he  promised  in  this  proclamation  to  give  them 
some  protection  if  it  iiiiglit  be  in  his  jiower.  Taking  advantage  of  tliat  a  great  many 
of  them  came  forward  au<l  made  confessions  in  writing  of  wliat  they  knew  about  the 
organization,  &c.  They  could  hardly  be  attended  to  as  fast  as  they  wimld  make  ap- 
l)lications.  I  being  a  magistrate  there  aud  a  merchant,  they  Icept  my  store  crowded 
constantly,  asking  me  to  go  and  let  them  make  their  confessions  to  nu-,  and  to  do  their 
writing.  I  finally  gave  up  one  of  my  clerks.  1  t(dd  them  he  wouhl  do  their  writing, 
and  tlieii  they  couhl  come  and  jiiake  their  allidavits  before  me.  Tliey  kept  him  nearly 
constantly  em])lnyfd  writing  out  their  confessions.  After  their  confessions  were  writ- 
ten out,  I  would  take  them  and  read  them  over  to  them,  aud  they  would  make  allidavit 
to  them  before  me  as  magistrate.  But  so  soon  as  Judge  Brooks  issued  his  writs  and  it 
was  known  there,  it  stopped  almost  as  suddenly — well,  more  so  than  it  started.  It 
stopped  just  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  Judge  Brooks  had  issued  writs  of  habeas 
corpus.  Some  had  actimlly  had  their  confessions  written  out,  and  then  held  them  back 
without  making  affidavit  to  them. 

Qu:-s(ion.  Did  any  of  them  call  on  you  to  get  back  those  that  they  had  made  ? 

Answer.  None  of  them  called  on  me;  but  they  did  try  to  get  some  back  from  a  magis- 
trate who  had  written  out  some  in  the  country,  and  he  would  not  give  them  uji,  so  he 
told  me. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  means  used  to  prevent  persons  of  either  paity 
from  attending  the  special  electi(ui  held  in  December  last  ?  If  so,  state  it. 

Answer.  There  was  one  means  1  know  that  did  prevent  many  from  voting  on  the  •24tb 
of  December;  the  largi-r  ptntion  of  the  colored  men  in  my  county  hail  bee-n  in  llieliabit 
of  registering  and  voting  at  tlie  court-house,  but  at  that  election  it  was  ruled — saitl  to 
be  by  authority;  I  never  saw  it — that  no  j)erson  should  be  allowed  to  vt)te  outsidts  the 
district  in  which  they  lived  ;«on  the  day  of  election  a  great  many  colored  ])eoj>le  came 
to  the  village  from  the  diilerent  districts  of  the  county  for  the  ))urposi?  of  voting,  as 
they  had  registered  and  voted  there  befon; ;  there  having  only  been  aliout  live  days' 
notice  for  rhe  election,  all  they  knew  was  that  there  was  to  be  an  election,  and  they 
went  to  vote  in  their  usual  place  for  voting  ;  l>ut  when  they  got  there  they  were  refused 
to  be  voted,  and  were  told  they  would  have  to  go  to  their  own  districts,  which  they 
could  not  do  then ;  I  know  of  a  great  many  cases  of  that  kind,  aud  I  suppose  the  same 
thiTig  existed  in  other  districts. 

Question.  By  whom  was  that  announcement  made? 

Answer.  The  conservatives  claimed  tliat  there  was  legal  authority  for  holding  the  elec- 
on  in  that  way  ;  first,  the  rejuiblicans  obj  (  ctid  to  it.  ai;d  nl\^^  the  le  was  no  law  for  it, 
but  the  conservatives  insisted  that  there  was  law.  and  held  it  in  that  way. 

Question.  \Vere  there  any  other  means  of  intimidation  ? 

Answer.  There  were  intimidations  at  my  place;  there  were  a  large  number  of  con- 
servatives gathered  i\p  around  the  polls,  and  bullied  around  in  such  a  way  that  every 
republican  that  went  up  to  vote,  they  would  halloo  and  cry  out,  "  Kirk  aud  Bergen  "'to 
him,  and  everything  they  thouglit  wouhl  insult  him. 

Qne-'ition.  Wus  any  reference  made  to  the  fate  of  Outlaw  in  any  meeting  preceding 
the  election  that  you  heard  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  ttf  any  except  at  a  meeting  in  the  court-house  a  few  days  before 
the  election,  when  Turner,  the  editor  of  the  Sentinel.  mad<r  a  speech.  I  heard  that  in 
that  speech,  after  he  had  advanced  considerably  in  it,  he  tnrned  to  the  colored  i)eople, 
and  said,  "  I  told  you  before  the  first  election,  that  if  you  voted  for  these  radicals  tlu-y 
would  lead  you  iiato  trouble.    But  you  went  and  voted  for  theui,  aud  siuce  that  time 
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Outlaw  lias  been  hung  and  Pnryear  has  heen  drowned,  and  many  of  you  have  been 
scourged."  Says  he,  "Now  I  stand  here  and  tell  you  to  day,  that  if  you  continue  to  vote 
for  that  radical  party,  your  troubles  have  been  nothing  to  what  you  will  have."  I  did 
not  hear  tbe  speech,  but  some  men  who  did,  told  me  he  said  that. 

Question.  Were  there  any  notices  put  up  prior  to  the  day  of  election,  of  warning? 

Amwtr.  There  was  a  notice  put  up  at  Company's  Shops,  so  I  understood,  of  a  threaten- 
ing character;  I  cannot  tell  precisely  the  words  of  it,  we  have  so  many  notices  of  that 
kind,  l>ut  it  was  thigateniug  to  inflict  punishment  on  the  governor  and  Judge  Pearson, 
&;c. — that  they  had  the  power  to  do  it. 

Question.  You  did  not  see  the  notice  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  saw  a  man  who  did. 

Question.  Yoxi  have  spoken  of  Governor  Graham— is  that  W.  A.  Graham  ? 

A  nstver.  It  is. 

Question.  How  far  does  he  live  from  the  town  of  Graham  ? 

Avsuer.  He  lives  in  Hillsboro,  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Orange. 

Question.  What  is  the  state  of  things  in  that  county? 

Answer.  Well,  I  guess  pretty  much  the  same  as  in  ours  ;  I  think  there  have  been 
more  murders  just  on  the  line  inside  Orange  County  than  in  our  county. 

Questiiin.  What  efforts  by  the  authorities  of  that  county,  to  your  knowledge,  have 
beeu  made  to  bring  these  men  to  justice  Avho  have  committed  outrages'? 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  etiorts  beinsf  made  outside  of  what  has  been  doue  l)ythe  magis- 
trates; indeed,  I  do  not  know  of  anybody  that  has  gone  quite  so  far  with  the  thing  as 
I  did  myself  as  a  magistrate,  and  that  is  my  misfortune. 

Question.  Have  you  done  anything  else  that  you  are  aware  of  in  your  capacity  of 
magistrate  than  to  investigate  these  cases,  that  has  caused  this  feeling  toward  you? 

Answer.  I  think  nothing  has  caused  any  unkindness  with  the  organization  toward  me 
outsid(i  of  my  acting  as  a  magistrate ;  I  do  not  think  my  simply  being  a  republican, 
and  entertaining  my  politics,  would  have  incurred  their  displeasure  against  me :  it  is 
simply  because  I  went  forward  in  a  sharp  way  to  investigate  these  outrages,  and  bring 
the  parties  to  Justice,  that  1  have  incurred  their  displeasure. 

By  Mr.  Kici: : 

Question.-  Why  not  against  you  as  a  republican? 

Answer.  I  have  never  taken  any  active  part  in  politics;  I  am  not  looked  tipon  as  a 
politician,  only  as  a  citizen  that  entertains  political  opinions.  I  never  have  sought 
office,  never  had  my  name  ruu  for  an  office,  excei^t  two  years  ago,  when  they  elected 
me  magistrate. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Question.  How  were  you  elected  ? 

Ansivei:  By  the  people  of  the  district. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  proclamation  for  a  special  election  ;  under  vrhoso  jiroclama- 
tion  was  this  special  election  held  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  speak  as  to  the  proclamation. 

Question.  You  said  a  special  election  was  held;  under  whose  notice  was  it  called  1 

Answer.  The  legislature  ordered  an  election  to  be  held  ;  I  think  it  was  since  Gov- 
ernor Holden  was  held  for  trial  under  the  impeachment,  and  Governor  Caldwell  was 
acting  as  lieutenant  governor. 

Question.  By  what  political  party  was  Lievitenant  Governor  Caldwell  (dected? 

Answer.  By  the  republicans. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  a  series  of  outrages  committed  upon  individuals,  and 
of  persons  who  were  alleged  to  have  committed  them;  do  most  of  those  by  whom  the 
outrages  were  alleged  to  have  been  committed  still  reside  in  the  State,  or  have  they 
fled  aud  gone  elsewhere? 

Answer.  At  the  time  of  the  arrest  by  the  military  sent  by  the  governor,  there  was  a 
great  many  of  them  fled  the  State.  Indeed  almost  all  that  were  deep  in  the  thing,  or 
were  thought  to  be  guilty  of  crime,  fled  the  State;  but  they  have  come  back;  I  think 
the  last  one  has  got  back  now. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  organizations  there  known  as  Union  Leagues  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge — only  as  I  have  heard  men  say  they 
belonged  to  the  Union  League. 

Question.  Do  you,  or  not,  know  of  the  organization  of  Union  Leagues  the  same  as 
you  know  of  the  other  organizations  of  which  j'ou  have  spoken  ? 

Answer.  J  ust  about  the  same  way 

Question.  Are  you  not  aware,  therefore,  by  the  same  character  of  testijnony,  that  they 
do  exist  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  they  do  exist;  I  have  heard  men  say  they  belonged  to  it. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  these  Union  Leagues  to  he  secret  societies  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  but  what  they  are  secret  societies. 

Question.  Is  that  their  reijutatiou  ?    Is  that  your  information  in  regard  to  them  t 
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Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  thiuk,  from  my  information  about  it,  I  would  regard  it  as  a  secret 
society. 

Quesfion.  Are  they  or  uot  political  societies  ? 

Answer.  I  thiuk  the  League,  from  my  iufoiniatiou  of  it,  Avas  got  up  for  political  pur- 
poses— at  least  to  carry  on  and  conduct  political  atfairs. 

Question.  lu  whose  behalf? 

Ansicer.  In  behalf  of  the  republican  party. 

Question.  Did  or  did  uot  these  Union  Leagues  precede  in  their  ^istence  the  leagues 
on  the  other  side  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  of  the  Union  League  before  I  did  of  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  negroes  of  yonr  county,  as  a  class,  belong  to  the 
Union  Leagues? 

Answer.  I  think  that  they  did  generally  belong  to  the  Union  Leagues,  from  what 
knowledge  I  have  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard — have  you  not  the  same  character  of  evidence  as  you 
have  in  respect  to  the  Ku-Klux,  that  their  association  is  oath-bound? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  that  knowledge. 

Question.  Yon  have  no  information  to  that  effect? 

Aiiswer.  I  do  not  think  I  have  the  information  that  they  take  an  oath  at  all. 

Question.  You  are  uot  a  member  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  are  still  a  magistrate  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  were  you  elected  ? 

Answer.  It  will  be  two  years  next  summer. 

Question.  What  is  your  term  of  othce  ? 

Answer.  Two  years;  expires  in  1871. 

Question.  How  long  prior  to  your  election  did  you  hold  the  same  office? 

Awswer.  I  was  nuule  magi.strat(i,  first,  about  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

Question.  And  yon  have  held  the  same  office  pretty  uuich  from  that  time? 

Answer.  All  the  time. 

Question.  Elected  by  the  people  ? 

Answer.  At  first  I  was  elected  by  the  legislature,  according  to  the  old  constitution, 
before  the  war.  Then,  during  the  war  I  was  elected  or  appointed  by  the  legislature. 
Then,  after  the  adoption  of  the  lato  constitution,  since  the  war,  I  was  elected  by  the 
people.     I  was  only  elected  once  by  the  people. 

Question.  You  were  appointed  before  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  special  election  in  December,  1R70,  and  of  the  vot- 
ing being  restricted  to  the  district  Avhere  the  party  resided.  Was  that  rule  equally  ap- 
plied to  all  the  voters  :'    Was  it  a  general  rule  of  holding  the  election  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  grand  juries  of  the  superior  court ;  who  are  the  judges 
of  that  cotirt  ? 

Answer.  Judge  Toui'gee  is  the  only  judge  in  that  district. 

Question.  IJy  what  pr)litical  party  was  he  elected  ? 

Answer.  By  the  republican  party. 

Question.  How  are  tlu^  grand  jurors  selected? 

Answer.  The  granil  jury  is  drawn  in  the  same  way  as  the  petit  juT3^  In  the  first 
place,  the  box  is  fille(l  with  names  by  the  county  commissioners.  There  are  five  of 
them,  wliose  duty  it  is  to  revise  annually  the  jury  list.  They  take  them  from  the  list 
of  tax-payers  and  select  meu  they  think  competent  as  jurors.  The  names  are  i)ut  in 
a  box,  and  at  a  certain  time  preceding  the  court  the  sheriff  takes  a  little  boy  eight  or 
ten  years  old  and  he  draws  out  the  names,  one  at  a  time,  till  they  get  enough  for  the 
grand  and  petit  juries.  These  names  are  all  brought  to  the  court,  and  in  the  presence 
of  the  judge  a  boy  is  chosen  who  cainiot  read,  and  he  draws  out  the  names  for  the 
grand  jiuy,  and  the  balance  are  the  petit  jurors. 

Question.  The  sherilf  of  the  county,  then,  does  not  select  the  jury? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  he  has  this  advantage,  however,  the  jury  is  always  a  limited  num- 
ber, and  the  counsel  on  either  side  has  the  right  to  challenge  so  many,  and  cause  them 
to  stand  aside.  The  sherilf  is  called  u])ou  to  select  a  talesman,  and  be  turns  around  to 
the  crowd  that  is  Y)resent,  and  then  h(>  has  his  choice  of  a  man  within  his  own  grip. 

Question.  Yon  are  a  merchant  as  well  as  a  justice  of  the  ])eaee? 

Ansn-er.  Yes,  sir;  and  a  farmer,  too,  to  a  little  extent.     I  was  raised  a  farmer. 

Question.  You  have  a  farm  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  store,  also,  and  this  office  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  occupied  constantly  at  your  place  of  busiuess  and  on  your  land? 

Anawer.  Yes,  sir;  I   am   engaged   at  my  business  almost  all  the  while  I  am   not 

ways  at  home. 
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Qii<!siion.  Does  your  testimony  iu  this  case  couliiie  itself  to  tbe  county  in  which  you 
reside? 

Ansicer.  Principally,  except  what  I  have  related  ahout  Orange  County. 

QueHiion.  Was  that  derived  from  iufonnat.ion  ? 

Ansivcr.  From  information  of  persons  wLcm  .1  regard  as  reliable. 

Question.  Your  testimony,  then,  has  rtiCieLce  to  the  county  iu  ^x  hioh  you  live  and 
Orange  County  ? 

Atis'wcr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  H.'ivc  you  attended  the  e?ectio'is  gv^.i'.T*lly  held  in  your  county? 

Ansuxr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  negroes  voting  theie'l 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  in  regard  to  inti  \  iMition  hy  negroes  of  others  of  their 
own  race,  who  may  have  wished  to  vote  against  ii\^  general  sentiment  of  the  black 
Ijeople. 

AnsH-cr.  By  negroes  against  themselves?  I  do  net  think  I  have  ever  seen  auvthing 
of  that  kiiul. 

Question.  Have  you  known  or  been  informed  of  any  (bit  g;  of  that  kind  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  thiuk  I  have  ever  been  informed,  V  liave  been  informed  right  to 
the  contrary,  that  the  opposite  party  have  held  the  neg.-Ovv.'.  back,  and  kept  them  hid. 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  opposition,  but  of  the  rvtion  of  negroes  upon  each 
other, 

Ansicer.  No  ;  I  have  never  known  anything  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Nor  heard? 

Ansn-cr.  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  heard  anything  of  tLu  port.  You  mean  to  say 
that  the  negroes  on  the  rei)ubliean  side  are  so  overbeariup,  .Y,aiust  negroes  who  are 
disposed  to  support  the  conservative  ticket,  as  to  intimidate  then  fiom  voting? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  No,  sh-;  I  know  nothing  about  such  a  state  of  affairs. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  Union  Leagues  committing  lY^ts  of  violence  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Queslion.  Or  any  such  charge  against  them  ? 

Ansieer.  No  such  charges.     Well,  I  have  seen  newspaper  account \. 

Question.  I  mean  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  In  the  county  that  I  live  in  there  have  never  been  any  sue?,  ."^hargfs  agaiust 
them.  I  may  s:iy  this :  that  I  know  men  who  have  told  me  they  belong'  i  ^,o  the  League, 
and  they  said  that  thej*  have  invariably  in  the  League  encouraged  law  rinf  order 

Question.  There  is  no  secret  among  the  members  as  to  the  fact  that  thvy  belong  to 
tlui  League? 

Answer.  None  iu  the  world  that  I  have  heard  of.  * 

Question.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  negro  since  the  war,  as  to  h  'lug  peace- 
able or  violent "/ 

Answer.  I  thiuk  there  is  something  remarkalile  in  the  character  of  the  coit  -ed  man 
in  my  county  for  being  peaceable  under  the  circumstances.  I  think  it  is  reu'-^kable 
under  the  circumstances  that  they  retain  their  peace  and  order  like  thej'  do. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 

Question.  What  proportion  of  persons  iu  your  county  whom  j'ou  believe  to  be  irem- 
bers  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  were  confederate  soldiers? 

Answer.  Well,  the  larger  number  of  them  were  confederate  soldiers,  and  thiri  is 
sometliing  a  little  strange  about  that;  there  are  men  who  belong  to  that  order  m  \v, 
that  during  the  Avar  were  hunted  up  in  the  woods  as  deserters  from  the  confederatfl 
army,  and  were  actually  punished  as  deserters. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  31,  1871. 

W.  G.  Tur.RENTiXE,  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  yonr  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  live  in  Hillsboro,  Orange  County,  North  Carolina,  and  I  am  a  constable. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer.  I  was  born  and  raised  iu  the  place. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  to  the  committee  as  connectedly  and  as  briefly  as  you  can, 
your  knowledge  of  an  organization  in  that  county  known  as  the  Ku-Klux;  what  influ- 
ence, if  any,  it  has  exerted  on  jiolitical  affairs  there,  and  what  are  your  means  of  in- 
formation ou  the  subject. 

Ansicer.  Five  murders  have  been  committed  in  the  county  ;  they  were  all  of  colored 
men.    A  great  many  persons  have  been  whipped  ;  I  have  uo  idea  how  many.    This  or- 
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pauizatiou  lias  deterred  the  colored  people  from  ffoiug  to  the  i^olls;  at  all  events,  they 
have  told  me  that  was  the  cause  of  their  not  coming  out  to  vote.  I  think  tince  parties  in 
the  county  have  told  rae  they  were  whii)ped  on  account  of  voting  the  repuljlican  ticket. 
They  told  me  that  this  organization  told  them  that  they  whipped  them  for  that,  and 
that  if  they  voted  that  ticket  again  they  woiild  whip  them  again.  They  forced  the 
jailer  to  open  the  jail  door,  -when  they  took  out  two  prisoners,  and  shot  one  of  them  so 
that  he  died  of  his  wounds;  the  other  they  did  not  shoot. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Question.  Give  the  dates  of  these  occurrences  as  you  relate  them. 

Ansice):  The  men  who  Avere  taken  out  of  the  jail  were  taken  out,  I  think,  last  August, 
twelve  months  ago.  \ 

Question.  In  18t)9  ? 

Jusirer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  first  outrage  committed.  Two  were  hanged  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  county  a  short  time  after  that ;  about  two  weeks  after,  I  suxipose.  I 
have  forgotten  the  dates  of  the  other  two  murders. 

By  the  Chaikmax  : 

Question.  "We  want  you  to  state  your  own  knowledge  of  these  things  as  briefly  and 
connectedly  as  you  can  give  it. 

Ansa-er.  All  that  I  know  is,  that  these  murders  were  committed,  and  were  committed 
by  disgniscd  men.  "Where  they  were  from  I  cannot  tell.  I  believe  it  was  generally 
understood  in  the  county  that  these  men  were  to  be  taken  out  of  the  jail  anrl  killed. 
I  heard  of  it  twelve  miles  below  the  town  and  reported  it  to  the  jailer.  I  told  him  that 
I  had  heard  that  they  were  to  be  taken  out  and  nuirdered,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  on 
the  lookout.  But  they  found  no  dilliculty  in  finding  the  jailer's  house  and  getting  the 
men  out.  It  was  done  on  a  Saturday  night,  or  Sunday  morning  about  1  o'clock,  and 
y  o'clock  Sunday  morning  the  sheriff  took  a  posse  and  went  into  the  country. 

By  Mr.  "WiLSOX : 
Question.  "Were  any  arrests  made  for  that  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chaiumax  : 

Question.  You  say  that  you  reported  to  the  jailer  that  this  was  to  be  done? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  before  the  occurrence  did  you  make  that  report  to  him  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  some  two  weeks  or  more.  I  had  heard  it  from  various  quar- 
teis. 

Question.  Did  you  request  him  to  make  any  preparations  against  the  attack  ? 

Answer.  I  told  him  tliat  he  ought  to  take  care  of  his  keys;  that  I  heard  they  were 
coming  there  to  forcu  the  jail  and  take  the  prisoners  out  and  hang  them. 

Question.  Were  any  prei>arations  made  for  defense  ? 

AuKwer.  No,  sir.  The  jailer  said  he  was  capable  of  taking  care  of  the  keys  ;  that  they 
would  not  get  them. 

Qne.ition.  Fov  what  offense  were  these  men  imprisoned  1 

Ansurr.  They  were  charged  with  barn-burniiig.  But  the  one  who  was  not  killed 
was  afterward  acquitted  in  open  coint. 

Question.  Were  they  white  men  or  colored  men  ? 

Answer.  Tiiey  were  colored  men. 

Question.  Where  was  the  one  taken  to  who  was  shot  ? 

Answer.  Just  outside  of  the  town,  half  a  mile  from  the  jail,  I  suppose. 

Question.  What  is  the  popuiarion  of  tlie  town  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  tlie  i)opulation  is  now,  it  was  about  1,200. 

Question.  Was  this  done  in  the  day-time  or  in  the  night-time? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  about  1  o'clock  at  niglit  that  they  came  in.  The  sheriff  was 
at  the  jail.  He  went  down  to  carry  a  light  to  the  jail.  They  took  his  son,  who  was 
the  jailer ;  just  knocked  at  his  door  and  told  him  tiiey  wanted  him.  They  gathered 
him  nji  in  his  night-clothes,  just  as  he  had  got  out  of  bed  and  come  to  the  door,  and 
took  him  down  to  the  jail  and  made  him  open  the  door.  When  lie  went  up  stairs  to 
the  cage  roOm  he  refused  to  (qteu  the  door,  an<l  they  then  jerked  the  keys  out  of  his 
.hand,  and  opened  the  door  themselves. 

Question.  Did  the  jailer  live  in  a  house  separate  from  the  prison  ? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir;  lie  lived  'Jfit)  or  3UU  yards  from  the  jail. 

Question.  Where  were  the  keys  of  the  jail  ? 

Answer.  He  kept  them  in  his  house. 

Question.  How  did  they  get  them  ? 

Answer.  When  they  knocked  at  his  door  they  made  him  get  them.  There  were  be- 
tween 75  and  100  of  them.  One  man.  who  counted  them,  said  he  counted  77  of  them 
as  they  were  passing  out  of  town,  after  they  had  got  the  prisoners.  One  of  them 
stepped  u\)  to  him  with  ."i  pistol  and  leveled  it  at  Ins  bead,  and  told  him  if  he  did  not 
get  away  from  there  he  would  quit  counting;  and  he  ran  olf  pretty  badly  frightened. 
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Queslion.  Were  these  men  disgnised  ? 

J))sivei:  Yes,  sir;  all  of  thein,  he  said. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  joursell"? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Give  us  the  names  of  the  jailer,  the  sheritF,  and  this  person  who  you  say 
witnessed  the  occurrence. 

Answer.  John  A.  Owen  was  the  man  who  did  the  counting;  John  Turner  was  the 
sheriff:  he  is  now  dead  ;  Thomas  E.  Turner  was  the  son  of  the  sheriff,  and  the  jailer. 

Question.  Is  he  at  Hillsboro  now  ? 

Answer.  He  lives  three  miles  from  there;  his  post  office  is  Hillsboro.  I  saw  the  pris- 
oner after  he  was  brought  back. 

Question.  Were  any  etibrts  made  to  aiTest  the  men  who  took  these  prisoners  from  the 
jail? 

Ansivcr.  They  went  down  into  the  lower  part  of  the  county,  and  spent  from  9  o'clock 
until  about  4  o'clock  in  the  day  riding  about  the  country. 

Question.  Wiio  did  that  f 

A7isicer.  The  sheriff'  and  a  posse  of  men.  They  had  no  warrant  against  anybody. 
One  of  the  prisoners,  who  was  in  the  jail,  said  that  he  could  swear  to  two  or  three  of 
the  men;  but  uo  warrants  were  issued  agaiust  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  sheriff'  or  nis  son  were  members  of  that  organ- 
ization? 

Ansiver.  It  was  said  that  his  souAvas;  I  do  not  think  the  sheriff  himself  was.  His  son 
afterward  left  there  and  went  out  west  and  staid  some  time,  and  it  was  reported  that 
that  was  why  he  left ;  Avliich  was  about  the  time  they  were  making  arrests  in  Ala- 
mance, an  adjoiriiug  county. 

Question.  Did  he  remain  there  until  the  making  of  arrests  commenced? 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  there  about  that  time.     I  think  he  was  in  town. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  other  occurrence  of  this  character  in  your 
county  ? 

Ansiver.  There  was  a  young  man  w  ho  w'as  shot ;  he  was  not  colored  ;  he  afterward 
recovered;  his  name  was  Murphy  Reeves.  I  was  in  Alamance  that  night  and  saw  th* 
parties  going  down  to  his  house ;  they  passed  by  my  house. 

By  Mr.  WiLSOX : 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  whether  they  vrere  disguised  or  not,  it  was  in  the  night. 
There  wei'e  two  or  three.  I  heard  of  them  all  along  the  road,  until  they  passed  down 
into  the  country.  I  went  down  into  Orange  County  that  night,  to  my  lather-in-law's. 
About  that  time  it  was  popular  to  be  a  Ku-Klux  in  Orange,  and  in  Alamance  too. 

By  the  Chaikmax  : 

Queslion.  Have  you  stated  all  the  occurrences  of  that  kind  in  that  county  that  you 
know  of? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  there  was  a  man  named  Squire  Alston,  a  colored  man ;  the  Ku-Klux 
knocked  at  his  door,  but  he  would  not  open  it ;  they  broke  the  door  open  and  went  in 
and  attempted  to  take  him  from  his  house.  In  the  tight  his  wife  cut  one  of  them  iu 
the  face  with  an  ax.     He  was  a  tirst  cousin  of  mine,  and  lived  iu  Alamance  Countj". 

Question.  The  man  who  was  cut  was  a  lirst  cousin  of  yours  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  believe  the  way  they  found  out  that  he  was  cut,  was  this:  a  little 
boy  was  shot  either  in  the  hip  or  iu  the  arm,  and  they  sent  for  the  doctor.  When  the 
doctor  came  lie  told  them  that  this  young  man.  Steele,  had  been  cut  the  same  night,  and 
he  had  just  come  from  there  ;  I  saw  Steele  while  he  was  in  bed.  He  was  cut  iu  the  face, 
the  whole  length  of  the  ax.  He  remained  iu  Alamance  until  he  got  able  to  travel,  and 
then  hi^  went  west,  I  do  not  know  where. 

Qtiestion.  What  was  his  name  ? 

Answer.  Joseph  Steele,  jr. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  he  is  now  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  heAvas  iu  Texas  the  last  I  heard  of  him. 

Queslion.  Did  yoii  see  him  after  he  was  cut  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  while  he  was  in  bed. 

Question.  Did  yovi  have  any  conversation  with  him  after  he  received  that  injury  ? 

Ansuer.  No,  sir  :  he  was  very  bad  off  when  I  saw  him  ;  I  merely  spoke  to  him  ;  ho 
eould  talk  but  little. 

Queslion.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  a  member  of  that  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  ;  I  do  not  know  ;  they  never  let  me  into  it. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 
Question.  What  was  the  date  of  that  occiTrrence  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  few  nights  before  Reeves  was  shot ;  it  was  in  1869 ;  I  have  forgotten 
what  time  of  the  year  it  was. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  otlier  instances  of  this  kind  ? 

Answer.  Four  parties  have  been  whipped  in  Oranj;e  County  since  the  first  of  January, 
by  disouised  men. 

Question.  Of  the  present  January? 

Ansu'er.  Yes,  sir.  The  roof  of  the  house  was  torn  off,  the  chimney  knocked  down, 
and  the  house  set  on  fire. 

By  Mr.  Wilson. 

Question.  Were  all  the  parties  in  the  same  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  disguised  men  claimed  to  l)e  "  Red  Birds."  I  believe  they 
were  dressed  in  red  ;  so  the  witness  stated.  A  warrant  was  issued  for  one  of  the  par- 
ties, and  I  arrested  him  and  carried  him  before  the  magistrate.  Upon  the  examiua- 
tioi>  he  produced  evidence  to  ju-ove  that  he  was  at  home,  too  drunk  to  be  there  until 
after  the  Avhipping  Avas  done.  The  whipping  was  done  between  eight  and  nine  o'cloek 
at  night.  Ht;  provf^l  that  he  was  too  intoxicated  to  be  there,  althougli  he  lived  within 
two  hunch'cd  or  thrcfc  hundred  yards  of  the  house,  on  the  same  ijlantation. 

By  the  Chairman. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  examination  ? 

Ansivcr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  witnesses  sworn  in  his  behalf  were  members 
of  this  organization  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  One  was  a  woman,  a  sister-in-law  of  his.  Another  was 
Dr.  William  Studwick.  He  testified  to  his  being  very  drunk  at  about  dark,  and  riding 
down  so  drunk  that  he  could  hardly  sit  on  his  horse.  The  man  was  discharged. 
Parties  in  Orange  and  Alamance  did  not  come  out  and  denounce  the  Ku-Klux  until 
about  the  time  of  the  arrests  made  by  the  State  mililia,  and  tiicn  Ihey  seemed  to  think 
it  was  wrong.  Very  few  men  s))oke  against  it  before.  It  was  not  safe  for  a  man  to 
talk  about  it,  without  he  lived  in  town.  If  he  lived  in  the  country  it  was  dangerous 
for  him  to  express  his  opinions.  I  have  heard  that  they  were  seven  hundred  strong 
in  Alamance  Comity.    I  never  knew  how  many  there  were  in  Orange  County. 

Question.  Yon  have  given  us  now  the  instances  of  personal  outrages.  What  do  you 
know  of  their  dernedations  upon  private  propertv  ?  Do  vou  know  of  anything  of  that 
kind? 

Answer.  They  broke  open  Colonel  Guthrie's  mill.  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
damaged  aiiytliing  or  not.     I  think  they  were  hunting  for  him. 

Quc-ition.  You  have  no  knowledge  on  that  subject  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  approval  or  condemnation  of  this  mode  of  proceeding  shared  in 
by  botli  ])<>liti(  al  jKirtics,  or  did  it  divide  political  iiarties  ?  State  what  was  the  state 
of  l)iihlic  sentiment  on  tliat  subject. 

Answer.  Tlu'  republican  ])arty  was  opposed  to  it,  but  they  were  very  careful  what 
they  said.  They  would  tallc  about  it  among  themselves.  Sometimes  you  would  come 
across  a  man  who  would  openly  denounce  it.  I  never  hesitated  to  do  it,  neither  did 
my  father.  But  the  other  party  always  made  excuses  for  them.  They  said  that  such 
a  man  should  l)e  hung,  and  they  could  not  do  it  according  to  law ;  that  such  a  man 
ought  to  lie  whipped,  that  it  was  a  good  thing,  and  would  help  him. 

Question.  Give  us  the  names,  if  you  can,  of  tlm  leading  men  of  the  two  parties  in 
Orangt!  County,  who  have  s])oken  on  either  side. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  Colonel  li.  P.  Guthrie,  of  Chapel  Hill,  and  Mr.  Solomon  Pool, 
of  the  same  place. 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 

Question.  Was  that  Mr.  Pool  a  relative  of  the  Senator  Pool  here  ? 

Answer.  He  is  his  brother.  Other  republicans  also  spoke  against  it.  You  could  not 
get  the  prominent  members  of  the  democratic  party  to  say  much  about  it.  I  heard 
Mr.  John  W.  Norwood  denounce  it ;  he  was  a  prominent  democrat;  he  said  it  would 
not  do.  I  heard  !Mr.  George  Lawless,  the  judge  of  the  probatt;  court  there,  say  tliat  if 
he  knew  a  man  to  be  a  Ku-Klux  he  would  be  tempted  to  tell  on  him,  but  he  thought  he 
would  be  afraid  to  do  so.  I  believe  that  is  about  the  worst  I  ever  heard  him  say  against 
it. 

By  the  Ciiair:\iax  : 

Question.  Is  that  the  extent  of  what  you  have  heard  those  iiarties  say? 

Answer.  I  was  engaged  with  the  people  a  great  deal,  and  the  most  of  my  business 
was  with  the  democratic  l>arty.  It  was  a  very  rare  thing  that  you  heard  one  of  them 
e]»eak  against  the  organization,  except  my  father-in-law,  who  was  a  tU'inocrat.  He  was 
always  opposed  to  it,  and  I  think  he  did  what  he  could  in  a  (|uiet  way  to  stop  tho 
thing.  But  as  I  tell  you,  if  a  man  lived  in  the  coitntry  he  had  to  be  very  i>articular 
about  what  he  said  about  them.    If  he  t;ilked  about  them  they  would  whip  him,  sure. 
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Questiov.  What  were  the  causes  assigned  for  the  wrongs  committed  ou  those  parties 
yon  have  named  ? 

Avsive):  Tln'eo  of  the  parties  were  charged  with  barn-bnrniug. 

Question.  You  liave  stated  that  ah'eady  ;  the  men  in  tlie  jail  1 

Ansirer.  Only  one  of  those  who  were  killed  was  in  the  jail ;  he  and  his  brother  were 
charged  with  barn-burning.  Two  were  hanged  who  were  chargtid  with  the  same  thing, 
an  uncle  and  the  father  of  the  boy  who  was  taken  from  the  jail  and  killed  ;  Cyrus 
Guy  was  hung,  up  in  the  western  part  of  the  county  ;  I  heard  various  charges  against 
him. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Questiov.  What  Avere  those  charges  ? 

Ansu-cr.  Being  too  intimate  with  white  women,  and  insulting  white  Avomen.  But  I 
"was  talking  with  the  present  sheriif  of  our  county,  a  short  time  ago  ;  he  knew  him  well 
and  did  not  live  far  from  him.  He  said  he  was  a  good  boy,  and  that  there  was  no 
charge  against  him.  The  man,  Wood,  who  was  hung  east  of  Hillsboro  about  fourteen 
miles,  was  charged  with  nuiking  some  bad  proposition  of  some  kind  to  some  white 
woman,  I  think. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Questiou.  Have  yovx  held  any  other  public  position  there  than  constable  ? 

A7}!iwer.  I  am  constable  of  the  township,  and  constable  of  the  town  also. 

Question.  Does  your  business  take  you  through  the  county  to  any  considerable 
extent  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Give  us  your  candid  opinion  as  to  whether  those  outrages  were  committed 
for  the  purpose  of  redressing  in  that  way  the  alleged  wrongs  those  i)arties  had  com- 
mitted, or  whether  they  had  auy  connectiou  with  their  political  sentiments  ? 

Answer.  I  think  part  of  them  were  on  account  of  offenses  sup])osed  to  have  been 
committed  by  those  parties ;  one  of  the  parties  that  was  killed  I  thiuk  must  have  been 
killed  on  account  of  his  politics. 

Question.  Are  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  other  political  secret  organizations 
there  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  is  the  Union  League  Association  ;  I  believe  that  is  the  name 
of  it. 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  that  assoeiatiotr ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  a  member  of  any  secret  political  as.sociation,  and  nevw 
was. 

Question.  Have  any  of  their  operations  been  of  the  violent  character  of  those  you 
have  spoken  of? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  has  been  any  such  operation  ou  their  part.  They 
do  not  hesitate  to  tell  that  they  are  members  of  that  society,  and  on  public  days  they 
turu  out  v.'ith  their  regalia  and  their  badges.  If  you  asked  a  man  he  would  tell  you 
directly  whether  he  was  a  member  of  the  society  or  not.  They  seemed  to  be  opposed 
to  any  outrage  of  that  kindv 

Question.  Whii  t  elleet,  if  any,  have  these  proceedings  had  upon  your  courts  and  juries  ? 

Answer.  Of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Question.  I  mean  of  these  organizations,  without  regard  to  what  their  names  are. 

Ansiver.  Men  who  are  charged  with  these  crimes  have  been  arrested,  brought  up,  and 
tried ;  but  it  has  always  been  impossible  to  convict  one  of  going  masked  and  commit- 
ting outrages  in  that  way. 

Question.  Have  any  of  them  been  convicted  in  Orange  County? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  one. 

Question.  How  many  have  been  tried? 

A7isiver.  John  A.  Thompson,  of  Alamance,  was  tried. 

Question.  In  Orange  County? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  Avas  charged  with  being  one  of  the  party  who  burned  the  house 
of  Squix-e  Alston  and  shot  his  sou.  He  gaA"e  bail  in  the  sum  of  $1,000  for  his  ap])e;ir- 
auce.  He  was  lirst  brought  up  before  a  nuigistrate  and  bound  over  to  court.  Wlien  he 
went  before  the  grand  jury,  old  man  Alston  SAvore  that  he  knew  Thomjjson  by  his 
voice  ;  that  he  saw  his  face,  and  that  he  shot  at  him  while  u^istairs.  But  the  Alston 
Avoman  SAvore  that  she  knew  Thompson  Avell,  as  well  as  she  did  Mr.  Webb,  one  of  the 
grand  jury,  aud  that  it  was  not  Mr.  Thompson.     They  did  not  find  a  l)ill  against  him. 

Question.  Can  you  state  auy  other  facts  within  your  knowledge  bearing  upon  the 
security  of  person  and  property  Avithiu  your  county? 

Answer.  I  do  not  kuoAV  that  I  can. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Will  you  give  us  the  elates  of  the  occurrences  you  liaA^e  spoken  of? 
Answer.  I  think  it  Avas  in  August,  1869,  that  the  men  Avere  taken  from  the  jail  and 
one  of  them  shot.    I  think  that  Avas  the  first  outrage  committed  in  the  county. 
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Question.  Yoii  made  use  of  the  expression  that ''  it  was  x^opuhir  to  be  a  Ku-Klus.  " 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qucslion.  How  is  it  now  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  seem  to  think  it  will  not  do  now  ;  they  come  out  and  speak 
agaiust  it  now.  ^ 

Question.  Is  the  course  of  action  you  have  heen  describing  given  up  now  ? 

Answer.  We  have  not  had  any  of  those  occurrences  bat  one  in  Orange  County,  just 
about  the  time  the  troops  went  there. 

Question.  That  was  in  LSTO  ? 

Aufiwer.  It  was  in  July  of  last  year  ;  I  think  they  whipped  one  man  then.  I  have 
heard  nothing  more  of  their  whipping  there  till  since  the  1st  of  January,  this  year. 

Question.  Were  the  cases  you  speak  of  as  having  occurred  since  the  1st  of  January, 
this  year,  the  cases  of  four  men  ? 

Answer.  TIku'c  were  two  women  and  two  hoys  of  about  twenty  years  old. 

Question.  Where  did  that  occur  f 

Answer.  About  three  miles  from  town. 

Question.  Ditl  you  learn  that  from  hearsay,  or  from  your  own  observation  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  the  house  where  it  was  torn  to  i)ieces.  I  went  down  there  to  arrest 
some  of  the  parties. 

Question.  What  was  the  alleged  cause  for  that? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  gave  any  cause  for  whipping  them  ;  but  it  seemed 
to  be  th(!  impression  that  it  was  on  account  of  keeping  a  lewd  house. 

Question.  That  was  the  character  of  the  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  barn-burning.  Was  there  a  great  deal  of  that  done 
in  the  county  about  the  time  .v>'i  have  spoken  of? 

Answer.  Two  barns  were  burned  in  our  county.  The  two  boys  who  were  taken 
from  the. jail  vrere  arn^sted  and  bound  over  by  a  magistrate,  and  as  they  could  not  give 
security  they  W(>re  imprisoned  upon  that  charge.  One  of  them  was  shot  by  the  Ku- 
Klux,  and  the  other  was  acquitted  in  court. 

Question.  Were  those  the  only  eases  of  barn-ljurning  you  knew  of  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Those  were  the  only  two  barns  l)urned  in  our  county. 

Question.  They  were  burned  by  inceiuliaries  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  you  are  a  constable  both  of  the  town  and  township  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  executing  process  throughout  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  executing  process,  have  you  met  any  resistance  ? 

Answer.  Very  little.  We  always  come  across  some  men  who  do  not  want  to  be  air- 
rested,  and  we  call  in  one  or  two  men  and  go  and  arrest  tliem.  I  arrest  most  of  the 
pai'ties  by  myself. 

Question.  You  are  not  a  very  large  or  powerful  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  are  you  selected  for  your  office  ? 

Answer.  Chosen  by  the  people. 

Question.  How  long  have  yon  been  in  your  office  of  constable  ? 

Answer.  In  August,  IHiJl),  I  was  elected. 

Question.  Are  you  now  serving  your  lirst  terra  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Ques'ion.  For  how  long  were  yon  elected  ? 

Answer.  For  two  years. 

Question.  You  are  a  member  of  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  other  officers  elected  at  that  time  upon  the  same  ticket  with  yourself? 

Answer.  The  magistrates  of  our  township  were  elected  on  our  tick<>t  ;  all  l)ut  one  of 
them,  who  did  not  get  a  majority  of  thi'  votes  polled  ;  so  there  was  a  democrat  in  his 
place.  There  are  but  few  republican  ofiQcers  in  our  county.  I  guess  I  am  the  only 
republican  constable  in  the  county  iu)w.    I  do  not  know  of  another. 

Question.  In  y<iur  travels  through  that  county,  are  you  molested  j)ersonally;  or  do 
you  lind  that  your  person  and  your  oliiee  are  respected? 

AuHiver.  .Sometimes  they  give  me  a  little  cursing  for  being  a  radical,  pr  something 
of  that  kind. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  your  being  molested  personally. 

Answer.  I  have  never  been  uneasy  about  myself.  I  always  thought  I  could  see  a 
Ku-Klux  as  far  as  he  could  see  me. 

Question.  You  never  felt' any  particular  apprehension  personally? 

Answer.  I  would  not  like  to  slay  in  Alamance  over  night  by  myself. 

Question.  Alamance  is  not  your  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  lint  I  have  a  plantation  up  there,  and  I  go  n])  there  about  once  iu 
two  weeks.    There  is  no  white  person  at  the  home  place  ou  the  plaututiou. 
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Quefiiion.  You  spoke  of  a  young  man,  a  cousin  of  yours,  -who  had  beeu  injured. 
Answer.  That  was  generally  agreed  upon. 

Qi'cstion.  And  you  said  he  left  there  and  went  away  to  Texas? 
Avsu'cr.  Yes,  sir. 
Qiiesti^.  Why  did  he  go  ? 

Ansuer.  I  advised  his  father  to  let  him  go  as  soon  as  he  got  ahle  to  go,  or  I  thought 
they  would  send  him  to  the  penitentiary. 
Qucfition.  If  he  had  remained  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  And  he  went  away  ? 
Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  say  the  operations  of  this  organization  have  pretty  much  ceased  since 
the  appearance  of  the  militia  in  these  counties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  tliey  have  pretty  well  quit  there. 

Question.  Do  you  attribute  the  cessation  of  these  acts  by  that  organization  to  tho 
apjiearance  of  the  militia  there  °? 

Answer.  1  think  that  had  something  to  do  with  it.  In  our  county  there  was  but 
one  man  arrested  by  the  militia;  that  was  Joseph  Turner,  the  editor  of  the  Sentinel. 

Question.  Does  he  reside  in  your  county  ? 

Ansircr.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  the  editor  of  the  Raleigh  Sentinel,  but  his  family  live  in 
Hillsboro. 

Question.  Do  you  give  it  as  your  belief  that  the  organization  has  now  disbanded  ? 

Answer.  All  the  idea  about  that  I  have  is  when  they  quit  their  depredations  I  im- 
agine they  have  sto^iped  to  a  great  degree. 

(Question.  I  only  ask  what  is  your  belief.  Do  you  give  it  as  your  belief  that  the 
organization  h:is  disbanded,  or  does  it  still  exist,  ami  can  it  be  called  together  again  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  they  covdd  call  it  together  if  they  deemed  it  necessary;  I  do 
not  know  that  they  are  still  organized. 

Question.  As  your  courts  and  juries  in  Orange  County  are  organized,  do  you  believe 
that  redress  can  be  obtained  against  the  members  of  that  organization — redress  in  the 
courts f 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  be  hard  to  convict  a  man  in  our  county ;  it  would  be  hard, 
I  think,  for  them  to  find  a  true  bill  against  any  of  the  organization. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  When  did  you  come  to  Washington  ? 
Answer.  Last  Friday  night. 
Question.  How  were  you  summoned  here  ? 
Answer.  By  telegram. 
Question.  From  whom  ? 
Answer.  John  R.  French,  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the  Senate. 

Wasuingtox,  D.  C,  January  31,  1871. 

Samuel  Allex  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman. 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Auswcr.  In  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  at  this  time. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer.  Since  about  the  10th  of  May,  last. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  .the  State? 

Answer.  I  was  born  and  raised  in  the  State. 

Question.  Have  you  held  any  political  position  there  ? 

Answer.  I  did  in  Caswell  County. 

Question.  What  was  it  ? 

A  nswer.  Magistrate. 

Question.  What  is  your  trade? 

Answer.  Shoemaker. 

Question.  Please  state  whether  your  house  was  visited  by  men  in  disguise  at  any 
time  ;  if  so,  wjien,  and  what  did  they  do  ? 

Answer.  It  was  on  the  8th  of  May,  last ;  I  was  first  attacked  by  a  band  of  disguised 
men. 

Question.  Where  were  you  living  then  ? 

Answer.  In  Caswell  County. 

Question.  Was  it  at  night  or  in  the  day-time? 

Ansirer.  It  was  in  the  night,  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock.  I  had  sat  up,  reading, 
late  that  night,  and  had  laid  down,  but  had  not  got  to  sleep  ;  the  clock  had  just  struck 
twelve;  my  dog  barked,  and  at  the  same  time  received  a  lick  and  gave  a  yelp;  then 
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came  a  rap,  rap,  raj)  against  the  door  with  a  stick,  and  a  voice,  "  Open  this  door,"  in  i 
fine  voice ;  I  ]irctende|  as  though  I  was  asleep,  and  says  I,  "Hey  ?  what's  the  matter . 
though  I  had  heard  the  noise  about  the  neigliborhood  and  had  been  looking  for  it  for 
Bome  time;  there  were  about  seventeen  of  them,  as  nigh  as  I  could  guej^;  they 
continued  to  say,  "  Open  the  ".oor,"  and  iinally  they  began  to  say,  "  We  ain't  P)ing  to 
hurt  you  ;  just  want  to  talk  with  you."  I  would  have  opened  the  door  sooner  than  I 
did,  but  every  time  I  would  rise  to  do  it  my  wife  would  stop  me;  finally  they  went  to 
ruy  garden  fence  and  there  got  a  pole  about  twenty  feet  long,  aud  one  of  them  got  a 
bedstead  that  was  lying  against  the  fence,  and  another  a  big  tiint,  aud  they  all  went 
to  pounding  against"  the  door;  besides,  it  appeared  like  four  gun-shots  or  pistol-shots  ; 
after  a  while  they  seemed  to  get  tired,  and  stopped ;  I  had  fortified  the  door  pretty 
well;  they  kept  saying,  "Open  the  door;  we  are  not  going  to  hurt  you  ;  we  only  want 
to  talk  with  you :"  I  proceeded  then  to  open  the  door,  aud  when  I  did  so  the  first  Avord 
was,  "  Why  didn't  you  open  that  door  Avheu  we  told  you  ?"  Says  I,  "  My  wife  did  not 
wish  me  to  open  it';"  then  they  said,  "  Come  out  here."  Says  I,  "You  wanted  me  to 
open  the  door,  aiul  you  said  you  only  wanted  to  talk  with  me ;  now.  I  am  here  to  hear 
anything  you  have^to  soy  ;  what  do  you  want  of  me?"  They  said,  "  Come  out  here  ;" 
my  wife  said,  "  What  do  you  want  with  him  ;  what  business  have  you  got  with  him  f 
One  of  them  said,  "  The  least  you  have  to  say  the  better  for  you  ;"  another  said,  "Shoot 
her,"  and  pointed  a  pistol  at  her;  another  says,  "  Oh,  no;"  another  says,  "  Shoot  him," 
presenting  a  pistol  at  me ;  I  stood  firm ;  they  kept  saying,  "  Come  out,"  and  I  said,  "  I 
shall  not  do  it;"  then  I  turned  right  around  and  ninde  for  a  saber  that  I  had  between 
the  two  bf'ds;  I  wanted  to  do  all  I  could  if  I  was  killed,  as  I  expected  nothing  more; 
as  I  ran  liack  for  the  saber  I  heard  a  rush  at  the  door  ;  I  had  not  pretended  to  sluit  the 
door;  when  I  turned  around  there  was  one  of  them  standing  inside  the  door;  my 
wife  had  shut  the  door  as  I  went  back,  and  this  man  had  jmshed  it  open  against  her 
shoulder;  he  was  standing  holding  it  open  ;  I  came  back  with  the  saber,  and  when  I 
got  near  him  I  cased  this  hand  down,  and  plunged  it  at  him  with  all  my  might ;  he 
went  right  sideways  out  the  door  and  into  the  yard  and  started  right  off  down  in  the 
direction  where  the  liors^s  were  tied,  about  a  hundred  yards  off",  at  the  patch  of  woods; 
lie  was  followed  by  some  three  or  tour  more  ;  the  others  said,  "Let  us  set  fire  to  the 
liouse ;"  they  went  around  to  the  kitchen,  which  was  a  weather-bo.arded  part,  con- 
nected witli  the  log  house,  aud  then  raked  up  straw  and  stuff",  struck  a  match  and  it 
began  to  Idaze ;  now,  thinks  I,  if  I  can  get  away  maybe  they  won't  burn  the  house, 
but  if  I  stay  here  they  will,  so  as  to  get  me  out ;  so  I  goes  to  the  back  door  and  saw  no 
one  on  that  side,  and  I  pitched  right  out ;  as  I  turned  the  corner  of  the  garden  some  of 
them  saw  me  aud  fired  at  me,  and  they  ran  in  that  direction  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards,  aud  then  turned  around  and  came  Itack  ;  I  escaped  to  the  woods;  that  was 
the  last  of  it  that  night,  only  my  wife  said  one  of  them  took  a  iiistol  and  struck  her 
iu  the  side,  and  said  to  her,  "  Wiiy  did  you  let  him  go  away  ?" 

Qucfition.  Did  you  go  back  to  your  home  ? 

Ansim:  No.  sir.  The  next  morning  I  went  to  the  court-hoiise  to  see  Mr.  Stevens.  I 
had  heard  that  Congress  was  trying  to  do  something  about  the  Ku-Klux,  and,  as  he 
had  been  a  memlier  of  the  legislature,  I  thought  he  might  know  about  it.  J3nt  he  was 
at  the  cnnvciition  at  Raleigh.  Then  I  went  back  home;  but  that  night,  with  some 
three  or  four  others,  I  laid  out.  This  happened  on  IMonday  night.  Wednesday  night 
I  stayed  at  home,  aud  <ui  Thursday  I  went  to  Graham,  and  on  Friday  to  Greensboro, 
and  there  I  found  Mv.  Stevens,  aiuf  went  with  him  to  Yancey  ville,  where  he  lived.  On 
Satnnhiv  morning,  near  sunrise,  I  started  for  home,  and  reached  home  about  dusk. 
There  a"  most  luurible  scene  struck  me.  Before  I  got  home,  the  neighbors  (colored 
people)  were  so  alarmed  they  could  not  talk  to  me.  They  said:  "Don't  go  home.' 
They  could  hardlv  tell  what  was  the  matter,  but  they  said:  "Robin  Jacobs  is  dead." 
I  wanted  to  get  "home  before  dark,  for  fear  my  family  would  be  gone.  So  I  did  not 
take  time  to  inquire,  but  pushed  right  on  the  harder.  As  I  reached  my  home,  my  wife 
stood  in  the  door.  "  Everything  is  ruined.  Says  -she,  "  Oh !  yon  never  saw  such  a  time 
as  there  was  here  last  night."  I  beheld  the  sight.  They  had  been  to  my  house  the 
second  time,  (a  company  that  E.  B.  Holden,  the  governor's  half-brother,  said  was  not 
less  than  three  hundretl  men.)  and  had  broke  up  my  chests  and  boxes,  and  torn  up  my 
beds,  aud  snuished  everything  about  the  house.  A  widow  woman,  (Mrs.  Owens.)  who 
lived  close  by,  told  my  wife  to  tell  me  to  go  to  Yancey  ville  aud  tell  Mr.  Stevens  that  the 
Ku-Khix  were  going  to  kill  him  as  soon  as  he  came  from  the  convention;  but  to  be 
sure  and  tell  no  one  that  she  said  it.  because  they  would  kill  her.  I  -went  back  on 
Sunday  to  Yanceyville.  She  also  said  that  they  were  sworn  to  take  my  life;  and  I 
saw  that  my  life  "was  not  safe.  Then'  was  nothing  more  done  to  me  then,  only  a  man 
that  was  known  as  a  Ku-Klux  attempted  to  head  me  on  Sunday,  between  my  house 
and  Yanceyville.  I  saw  him  standing  and  watching  me.  I  turned  to  take  a  path  that 
I  usually  took,  that  cuts  off'  about  a  mile,  and  I  saw  him  strike  out  to  come  in  just 
above  me,  so  I  left  the  path,  and  came  iu  below  and  avoided  him. 

Quesiion.  Have  you  ever  returned  to  your  home  there? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Question.  For  what  reason  ? 

Ansiva:  Because  my  life  was  not  safe  anywhere  in  that  county  or  the  county  of 
Orange.    I  would  not  risk  it  there. 

Question.  Were  these  men  disguised? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How? 

Answer.  They  had  on  rohes,  long  white  gowns,  from  head  to  foot. 

Question.  On  horseback  or  on  foot  ? 

Ansiver.  Most  of  tliem,  I  think,  were  on  horses.  The  dress  fitted  right  over  the  head, 
with  eye-holes,  with  red  flannel  bound  around. 

Question.  Could  you  tell  who  any  of  them  were  ? 

Ansu'er.  Oh,  no. 

Question.  Where  did  you  strike  the  man  with  the  saber  ? 

Anstver.  Eight  in  the  side. 

Question.  Did  you  know  who  he  was  ? 

Answer.  I  do  now. 

Question.  What  is  his  name  ? 

Ansiver.  Eobert  Burton  ;  Bob  Burton,  they  call  him. 

Question.  Where  is  hef 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  liuow  whether  he  has  returned  from  Virginia  or  not.  When  Colonel 
Kirk  came  up  there,  they  sent  him  off  to  Virginia — to  Danville.  He  had  some  relations 
there — his  father  or  mother.    While  Kirk  was  there  he  was  up  about  Yanceyville. 

QwMion.  What  cause,  if  any,  was  given  for  this  visit  to  you  and  for  the  conduct 
toward  you "? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  had  been  for  a  loug  time  called  a  "  very  mean  nigger, "  "  a  mean  son 
of  a  bitch,  "  '•'  a  damned  rascal.  " 

Question.  By  Avhom  ? 

Ansiver.  By  the  whole  of  the  people  pretty  much  of  that  county — that  is,  the  white 
poiiulation — without  an  exception,  scarcely,  unless  it  was  Mr.  Stevens,  or  some  who 
professed  to  Ijo  republicans,  which  was  very  rare.  All  the  rest  called  me  "  a  damned 
rascal,"  worthy  of  death,  and  said  they  would  be  damned  if  they  would  not  kill  me. 

Question.  Did  anybody  say  that  to  ydu  ? 

Answer.  Nt>,  sir. 

Question.  What  cause  did  they  give  you  that  night  for  attacking  you  ? 

Answer.  No  cause  whatever ;  they  never  said  anything  about  what  they  intended 
— not  a  word. 

Question.  Had  you  committed  any  wrong  to  any  of  the  people  ? 

Answer.  They  said  I  had  committed  a  great  wrong  ;  I  had  kept  a  Sunday-school 
which  I  was  forbidden  to  do.  They  told  me  that  this  thing  of  teaching  niggers  and 
educating  niggers  was  something  they  did  not  allow ;  that  the  church  they  belonged 
to  never  sanctioned  any  such  thing ;  that  it  was  not  sanctioned  by  the  neighborhood 
or  the  country  and  it  must  not  bo  done,  and  finally  they  told  me  it  should  not  be  done, 
and  when  I  proceeded  on  with  the  Sunday-school,  they  said  to  me,  "  We  gave  you 
orders  to  stop,  and  you  have  continued  against  our  orders ;  now  you  have  got  to  stop.'' 

Question.  Who  told  you  that  ? 

Ansiver.  Jolm  Henry  Fuller  ;  he  was  the  leading  man  of  them. 

Question.  What  is  his  occupation  ? 

Ansiver.  He  is  a  farmer. 

Question.  Where  does  ho  live  ? 

Answer.  About  eight  miles  from  Leesburg,  on  the  road  from  Hillsboro  to  Leesburg. 

By  Mr.  Bayard. 
Question.  Did  any  one  else  tell  you  so? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  there  were  others  with  him  when  he  came  to  me  the  second  time^ , 
but  he  did  all  the  talking. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  anj-  other  cause  given  for  this  course  toward  you  than  the  Sunday-^ 
school  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  at  that  time.  Then  I  went  to  Graham  to  see  Mr.  Woolf,  of  the 
Freedmen's  Bureau.  I  saw  him  twice.  He  told  me  to  go  to  the  magistrate  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  gave  me  a  written  note  to  him  to  show  my  protection.  He  told  me 
how  to  proceed,  and  that  if  I  was  interfered  with  any  more,  to  have  the  parties  arrested.. 
So  then  they  quit  me  when  they  found  I  had  done  that,  and  turned  on  the  scholars; 
threatened  to  shoot  them.  That  cost  me  another  trip  to  Graham  to  see  if  I  had  not  a, 
right  to  protect  the  scholars.  I  was  told  I  had,  and  was  directed  to  go  to  a  magistrate 
and  make  these  things  known.  The  agent  gave  mo  a  written  order  to  David  Birch,, 
magistrate.  He  was  worse  than  Mr.  Fuller,  but  I  told  him  if  he  did  not  talk  to  Fuller- 
I  would  llustrate  him  ;  that  I  had  him  in  my  power,  but  I  did  not  want  to  use  my  i^oweE 
and  injuie  him  for  what  he  did. 
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By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  What  did  you  refer  to  ? 

Answer.  That  he  had  laid  himself  liable  to  be  indicted  )y  me  for  what  he  had  already 
done  to  my  scholars. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  your  political  conduct  alleged  as  any  cause  for  their  treatment  of  you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  here  is  another  thing 

Question.  State  briefly  what  was  said  to  you. 

Answer.  There  never  was  but  very  little  said  to  my  face. 

Question.  Whatever  it  was,  tell  it. 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  as  to  political  things,  there  were  very  few  men  said  anything;  but 
they  would  say  to  me,  "  Don't  you  know  these  negroes  have  no  right  to  vote,  and  don't 
know  enough  how  to  vote  ?  Now,  you  don't  believe  that  is  right.  They  vote  for  Will 
Skerry,  and  this,  that,  and  the  other  man,  and  then  they  think  he  ought  to  come  and 
give  them  a  mule  or  something  else.  Such  people  ain't  fit  to  exercise  the  franchise." 
I  would  say,  "  They  can  be  instructed." 

Que-ition.  We  do  not  want  the  argument ;  did  any  one  intimidate  you,  or  speak  of 
this  wrong  as  being  inflicted  because  of  your  political  sentiments? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  no  man  over  told  me  to  my  face  that  he  would  assassinate  me  for 
my  political  principles ;  no  such  thing  as  that ;  neither  was  it  said  to  John  Stevens. 

Question.  Then  what  reason  have  you  for  saying  that  this  treatment  was  because  of 
your  political  opinions  or  actions  ? 

Answer.  Just  because  of  the  action  of  the  people ;  their  conduct  with  me — not  talk- 
ing, but  acting. 

By  Sir.  Bayaud  : 

Question.   What  did  they  do  ? 

Answer.  TIk'v  would  scott' and  scorn;  refuse  to  give  mo  their  work ;  take  it  away 
from  my  shop;  would  not  let  me  have  anything. 

Question,  ^^'()uld  not  let  you  work  for  them? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  would  say  to  the  people — not  to  me ;  no  man  ever  said  it  to  me, 
but  it  Avas  a  well  known  fact  that  I  wa.s  not  to  have  a  house  in  that  country.  And 
there  would  not  hnw  been  a  house  if  the  colored  people  had  not  united  and  ap]iropri- 
atcd  money,  aiul  lioiight  six  acres  of  ground  for  me  to  have  my  house  on,  on  which  we 
now  have  a  school-house  erected,  twenty  feet  square. 

Question.  When  did  you  come  to  Washington  ? 

Answer.  On  Satmday  morning  last. 

Question.  Were  you  oxaminod  by  any  person  previous  to  this  examination  f 

Ansirer.  No,  sii'. 

Question.  How  were  yon  elected  to  your  olflccas  a  magistrate! 

Answer.  I  was  appointed  by  the  governor. 

Question.  Wliert  ? 

Ansirer.  In  .July,  18G7. 

Question.  When  does  your  term  expire? 

Answer.  It  expired  in  August,  1869,  I  think. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  1,  1871. 

Samuel  Allen,  (colored,)  examination  continued. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  the  sense  of  security  as  to  life  and  property  among  the  colored 
people  in  the  county  where  you  live,  Caswell  County  ? 

Answer.  We  do  not  feel  secure  at  all.  The  night  coming  on  has  been  to  us  there  like 
judgment ;  there  is  no  mistaki;  al>out  that.  And  the  aiiplication  h.as  been  made  to  me, 
as  one  of  the  most  intelligent  of  them,  as  the  only  guide  and  light  they  have  had  there, 
"What  shall  we  do  ?  Where  is  the  President  ?  Where  is  the  governor?  Why  don't 
they  manage  such  things  ?  Can't  we  have  any  i>rotecfion  ?  We  have  only  dug  our 
graves  and  made  our  coffins  by  the  course  we  have  pursued." 

Question.    What  do  they  fear  ? 

Answer.  These  midnight  assassins;  this  Ku-Klux  party,  that  rages  through  the  night 
with  their  yells,  great  strings  of  them  with  white  robes  and  on  horses,  cutting,  slaying, 
butchering  in  diflerent  ways. 

Qxesiion.  What  is  your  age  ? 

Answer.  r>it\voen  thirty-live  and  forty. 

Question.  Have  yon  been  a  slave? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  wa<s  originally  free.  I  have  been  sworn  to  tell  the  truth  and  the 
whole  truth.  I  omitted  to  tell  you  yesterday  of  one  circumstance.  In  18C8,  when  I 
was  unluckily  shot  by  my  own  revolver  falling  out  of  my  pocket — I  was  shot  un- 
der my  left  breast — I  called  on  a  physician  who  lived  at  the  house  of  the  Mr.  Fuller 
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■wLo  tried  to  get  the  mol3  on  me  in  1867.  The  physician's  name  was  Terrill.  Dr.  Ter- 
rill  uutbrtuuately  loved  whisky  too  well,  and  was  very  often  intoxicated.  He  applied 
to  the  doctor  to  fix  up  some  medicine  that  would  carry  me  off,  that  is,  end  my  days. 
He  replied,  "  Mr.  Fuller,  I  consider  that  an  insult.  I  want  you  and  every  man  to 
know  that,  let  me  be  what  I  maj%  my  practices  are  pure." 

Question.  Who  applied  for  this  medicine  ? 

Answer.  John  Henry  Fuller. 

Question.    Who  is  he? 

Anstvei:  He  is  a  citizen  of  Caswell  County,  living  on  the  road  leading  from  Hillsboro 
to  Milton.  He  is  the  man  that  bothered  me  so  about  teaching  the  Sunday-school,  from 
the  fiict  that  I  lived  on  his  place. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  feeling  of  the  colored  people  as  to  the  security  of 
their  lives  and  property ;  what  is  the  feeling  of  the  white  people  in  the  same  county  ? 

Answer.  The  feeling  of  the  white  people,  according  to  theii'  words,  is  this:  "We  do 
not  intend  to  live  under  such  laws  as  you  have.  This  republican  Government  we  do 
not  intend  to  live  under.  We  tell  you  so,  and  we  mean  it.  We  intend  to  liill  the  last 
leading  damned  radical  there  is ;  we  have  sworn  to  do  it,  and  we  intend  to  do  it." 
Those  are  their  words. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Question.  Give  us  the  names  of  persons  who  have  used  such  language  in  your  pres- 
ence. 

Ansicer.  Dr.  Oakley  has  used  those  words,  and  JIi'.  Zach.  Allen  has  used  words  like 
those  ;  and  I  have  testimony,  plenty  of  it,  of  others  who  have  heard  such  words  used 
frequently.  Mrs.  Owens,  at  the  time  she  told  my  wife  to  tell  me  to  tell  Mr.  Stephens  that 
they  were  going  to  kill  him,  she  said  that  was  the  language  they  used. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Question.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  any  conspiracy  or  preparations  to  kill 
Mr.  Steiiheus  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  personal  knowledge :  I  never  saw  any  of  the  preparations. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Union  League  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been. 

Question.  Who  belonged  to  the  Union  League  in  your  county  ?  did  all  the  colored 
people  generally  belong  to  it  ? 

Ansu-er.  Pretty  much  all  of  them,  except  a  few  scattered  individuals. 

Question.  Were  you  the  head  of  any  of  the  societies  of  the  Union  League  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  the  installing  officer. 

Question.  You  were  the  installing  officer? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  formed  leagues  in  different  portions  of  the  county. 

Question.  Did  the  members  of  the  league  take  any  oath  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  it  ? 

Anstcer.  They  to'ok  an  oath  to  be  true  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
also  to  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  support  and  defend  it. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  language  of  the  oath  ? 

Answer.  That  was  ^iretty  much  the  substance  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  sworn  many  people  into  the  Union  League  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  right  smart  of  them  ;  but  I  always  did  it  with  a  ritual  before  me ; 
I  read  it  ott\ 

Question.  You  are  unable  to  repeat  the  oath  at  this  time  ? 

Ansicer.  Not  all  of  it.  There  was  also  something  about  education,  &c. ;  that  they 
would  educate  themselves,  be  moral,  sober,  good  citizens. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  about  politics  in  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  there  was. 

Question.  State  what  is  was. 

Ansicer.  Well,  I  will  state  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Give  us  the  whole  of  the  oath  as  far  as  you  can  recollect  it. 

Ansicer.  I  will,  only  give  me  time,  till  I  study  a  little.  [After  a  pause.]  I  think  in 
those  obligations  we  were  requested  to  vote  for  no  man  who  was  opposed  to  the  con- 
stitution and  government  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  give  no  support  or  aid  to  any  party 
opposed  to  any  such  thing. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Was  there  any  reference  in  that  oath  to  any  political  party  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  su- ;  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  that  is  a  reference,  that  they  would  not 
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support  any  one  who  was  opposed  to  the  constitution,  who  would  not  support  the  consti- 
tution. 

By  Mr.  Wilson  : 
Qucstmi.  Was  anything  said  in  tlie  oath  about  the  democratic  party  or  the  republicaa 
party,  as  distinct  political  organizations  '? 
Ansii-er.  No,  sir;  nothing  said  about  the  democratic  party  whatever. 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 

Question.  What  was  said  about  the  republican  party? 

Answer.  There  was  something  or  another  said  about  that,  but  I  really  forget  the  exact 
•words. 

Qrtestion.  How  often  have  you  sworn  people  with  that  oath  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  have  sworn  many  and  many  a  man;  it  was  all  read  off;  besides  that,  I 
never  tried  to  charge  my  mind  with  it. 

QueatioH.  Was  part  of  that  oath  to  support  the  republican  party? 

Ansu-er.  I  think  it  was ;  or  at  least  it  would  lead  to  that. 

Question.  Where  were  the  meetings  of  those  leagues  held  ?  I 

Ansiver.  One  meeting  was  held  in  the  school-house  there  which  I  established,  within 
fifty  yards  of  my  iionse ;  another  was  held  at  Leesburg;  there  was  one  held  at  Roxbury. 

Question.  Did  you  hold  them  by  night  or  by  day? 

Ansicer.  Both  night  and  day,  Just  as  it  happened;  of  a  night  the  people  had  a  better 
chance  to  get  out ;  wc  could  not  hold  them  on  Sundays,  and  other  times  the  jieople  would 
not  be  called  from  their  work  to  hold  councils  in  the  day-time ;  so  generally  thecouncila 
were  held  at  night  and  open. 

Question.  Were  your  meetings  public,  or  were  they  private  and  secret? 

Ansu-cr.  Public  meetings. 

Question.  Could  any  one  that  wanted  attend  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wliether  a  member  or  not  ? 

An»icer.  No  difterence  who ;  any  man  could  attend  them,  white  or  black.  We  were 
glad  to  see  a  white  man  come  in.  People  have  tried  to  rebuke  it,  but  the  constitution  of 
the  society  was  such  that  we  have  read  it  openlj-  upon  the  stump  to  put  down  some 
misi'epresentations  tliat  had  been  made  concerning  the  councils. 

Question.  Did  you  yourself  ever  address  the  people  j)ublicly  from  the  stump? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  many  a  time. 

By  the  Chairm^vn  : 

Question.  Can  you  furnish  to  the  committee  a  printed  form  of  the  oath  of  which  you 
have  just  spoken  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  can  ;  I  think  I  have  it  at  my  house. 

Question.  Have  you  it  with  you  in  this  city? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  it  is  at  my  house  in  Raleigh. 

Que.stion.  Did  any  part  of  the  obligations  of  the  Union  League,  or  any  of  its  explana- 
tions, rules,  regulations,  or  lectures  require  you  to  keep  secret  the  fact  that  you  were 
members  of  it? 

.J)/si((r.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yoit  keep  it  secret  ? 

Ansieer.  No,  sir;  every  man  knew  a  leaguer,  for  he  wore  the  mark  of  the  league,  and 
manifested  himself  to  the  world  as  such. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  wearing  the  mark  of  the  league  ? 

Answer.  He  wore  a  kind  of  badge  to  show  he  belonged  to  the  league;  everybody  knew 
it;  or  if  they  did  not,  they  could  know  by  asking. 

Question.  Was  thtn-  anything  in  your  proceedings  that  required  or  led  to  violence,  or 
the  inliicting  of  injury  on  persons  opposed  to  you? 

Answer.  By  no  means  whatever.  I  assure  you  it  was  a  thing  calculated  to  do  away 
with  all  of  that.  If  anybody  belonged  to  the  league,  and  went  according  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  and  requirements  of  the  league,  they  were  bound  to  be  good  citizens. 
That  is  precisely  what  it  was  for.  If  any  man  was  a  true  member  of  the  league  ho  was 
bound  to  be  a  gentleman  in  xuiuciide. 

Wasuixgtox,  D.  C,  February  1,  1871. 
W.  P.  Bynum  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  yoTir  occupation? 

Answer.  I  reside  in  Lincolnton.  Lincoln  County,  North  Carolina.     I  am,  by  profession, 
a  lawyer,  and  llie  solicitor  of  the  ninth  judicial  district  of  North  Carcdiua. 
Question.  Wluit  counties  does  that  district  embrace  ? 
Answer.  The  counties  of  Polk,  Rutherford,  Cleveland,  Lincoln,  Gaston,  Mecklenburg, 
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and  Cal)arras.    I  also  practice  in  the  county  of  Catawba,  but  that  is  not  in  my  judicial 
district. 

Question.  Will  you  go  ou  and  state  what  is  your  belief,  from  your  opportunities  of  ob- 
servation, in  regard  to  tlie  condition  of  society  in  that  district — what  is  the  security 
for  person  and  property  there  ? 

Answer.  Generally,  I  think  that  life,  property,  and  liberty  are  secure  in  those  counties. 
There  are  exceptions  to  that  general  rule,  however,  and  rather  numerous  exceptions. 

Question.  Will  you  state  what  is  the  character  of  those  exceptions,  and  to  what  extent 
they  exist? 

Answer.  The  exceptions  are  that  in  several  of  these  counties,  for  instance,  in  the 
counties  of  Rutherford,  Cleveland,  Gaston,  and  Lincoln,  numerous  outrages  have  been 
committed  upon  colored  persons,  and  frequently  upon  whites.  Those  outrages  are  com- 
mitted generally  by  organized  disguised  bauds  of  lawless  men.  In  many  instances 
they  visit  houses,  enter  them  by  force,  and  scom:ge  the  occuijants.  In  some  instances 
persons  are  shot,  or  intimidated  by  threats.  I  believe  that  is  about  as  correct  an  answer 
to  that  question  as  I  can  give. 

Question.  Has  the  knowledge  of  these  outrages  come  to  you  in  your  professional 
capacity  ? 

Ansivtr.  In  my  ofiScial  capacity  as  solicitor,  in  many  instances,  from  the  complaints 
of  the  persons  who  were  outraged,  those  persons  often  bearing  upon  their  bodies  the 
marks  of  the  outrages  they  complained  of. 

_  Question.  Give  the  dates  when  these  outrages  were  alleged  to  have  been  committed, 
if  you  can ;  fix  the  dates  between  which  they  were  committed,  if  you  cannot  give  the 
exact  dates. 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  can  recollect  now,  I  believe  they  have  been  committed  ever  since 
the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed,  and  I  think  they  grew  mainly  out  of  those  acts. 

QueMion.  Out  of  opposition  to  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  opposition  to  those  acts. 

Question.  According  to  the  statements  made  to  you,  were  the  persons  committing 
those  acts  in  disgiiise  '? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  always  represented  as  being  in  disguise,  and  generally 
always  in  large  numbers,  from  live  to  lifty.  They  were  frequently  upon  horseback, 
and  were  represented  to  have  come  from  considerable  distances  into  particular  neigh- 
borhoods. 

Question.  Were  their  operations  carried  on  in  the  day  or  in  the  night  ? 

Answer.  Always  in  the  night. 

Question.  To  what  extent  have  the  persons  charged  with  committing  these  outrages 
been  arrested  and  punished  ? 

Answer.  I  have  sent  bills  before  grand  juries  in  several  counties  upon  evidence  that 
I  regarded  as  sufficient  to  find  bills  upon,  and  evidence  that  was  uncontradicted  before 
the  grand  juries,  but,  in  most  instances,  the  grand  juries  have  ignored  the  bills.  I 
think  I  have  succeeded  in  getting  one  or  two  bills  from  a  grand  jury.  In  one  instance, 
where  I  did  obtain  a  bill  against  some  seven  or  eight  persons  for  entering  a  house  and 
terrifying  some  women,  whose  husbands  were  absent,  aud  committing  some  violence 
upon  them,  before  the  case  came  on  for  trial  the  i}rosecutors  were  compelled  to  leave 
the  country,  as  they  themselves  alleged  to  me. 

Question.  How  compelled  to  leave  ' 

Answer.  By  threats  of  violence  and  intimidations.    They  moved  into  Tennessee. 

Question.  Did  you  succeed  in  bringing  any  of  those  cases  to  trial  ? 

Answer.  I  have  uever  yet  succeeded  in  bringing  a  single  case  to  trial. 

Question.  In  how  many  cases  have  applications  been  made  to  you  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many  more  api>hcations  have  been  made  to  me  than  I  have  prepared 
bills  for.  In  some  instances  the  parties  have  come  to  me,  mauy  of  them  wounded, 
beaten,  and  bruised,  ahd  have  agreed  to  come  back  and  appear  before  the  grand  jmy, 
but,  when  court  came,  they  did  not  return.  In  some  instances  they  have  come  to  me 
aad  begged  not  to  be  sent  before  the  grand  jury,  because  they  were  afraid  to  tell  what 
they  knew ;  afi'aid  to  name  the  persons  who  they  were  satisfied  committed  the  out- 
rages. 

Question.  Of  what  were  they  afraid ;  of  violence  ? 

Answer.  Of  violence ;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  what  influences  do  you  attribute  your  inability  to  have  bills  found  by 
the  grand  juries,  in  cases  where  you  thought  the  evidence  sufficient  to  sustain  them  ? 

Answer.  That  would  be  a  mere  matter  of  opinion. 

Question.  I  ask  it  as  such. 

Answer.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  arose  from  the  prejudice  which  exists  against 
that  class  of  people  ;  I  do  not  say  from  perjury  or  what ;  but  I  think  the  public  senti- 
ment is  such  that  they  do  not  feel  justified  in  finding  bills ;  that  is,  they  feel  themselves 
excused  from  doing  so  on  account  of  the  state  of  the  public  feeling. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  in  the  existence  of  any  organization  which 
interferes  with  the  administration  of  justice  ? 
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Ansiver.  I  think  that  all  these  outrages  are  committed  by  secret  organized  parties ;  I 
think  so  from  the  nnni1)ers  which,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  are  always  present  when 
these  outrages  are  committed,  and  from  the  systematic  plans  of  o]ierations,  and  from 
their  secrecy ;  and  I  also  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  organized  clans,  from  in- 
formation I  have  derived  from  persons  who  have  stated  to  me  that  they  have  been  ap- 
plied to  to  join  them.  Respectable  gentlemen  of  the  democratic  party  have  told  me  that 
they  have  been  applied  to  to  become  members  of  a  secret  organization  of  that  kind, 
and  that  they  had  declined  to  do  so.    That  is  the  best  evidence  I  have  of  it. 

Question.  You  state  that  with  reference  to  the  commission  of  offenses.  Have  you  any 
reason  to  believe  that  those  operations  extend  to  an  interference  with  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  against  tlie  offenders  ? 

Ansu'er.  I  do  not  know  that  I  understand  your  question  entirely. 

Question.  You  have  stated  that  these  wrongs  have  been  committed  by  organized 
bands.  Have  you  further  reason  to  believe  that  the  organization  goes  to  the  extent 
of  interfering  witli  the  administration  of  justice  when  members  of  that  organization 
.are  indicted f 

Anmver.  I  hardly  know  what  answer  to  give  to  that  question  ;  I  do  not  know  what 
motives  influenced  tlie  grand  juries  in  not  finding  bills. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  members  of  that  organization  were 
upon  the  grand  juries;  and,  if  so,  do  you  believe  tiieir  connection  with  jfche  organiza- 
tion would  iiitluciKc,  or  did  influence,  their  course  of  conduct? 

AnnKir.  I  have  nt>  direct  evidence  that  any  members  of  the  grand  juries  belonged  to 
the  organization  ;  that  I  cannot  say  ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  say  whether,  if  any  of  the 
members  of  the  organization  were  upon  a  grand  jury,  it  would  interfere  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  or  not ;  I  know  nothing  about  the  rules  which  govern  the  or- 
ganization. 

Question.  In  cases  of  similar  wrongs  committed  by  persons  not  connected  with  this 
organization,  would  there  bt;  any  difficulty  in  procuring  justice  in  your  courts? 

Ansiver.  If  the  same  wrongs  were  committed  by  others  than  those  who  belonged  to 
the  organization,  I  think  there  would  be  the  same  difiiculty  in  the  administration  of 
justice. 

Question.  You  think  there  would  be? 

Answer.  I  think  so  ;  I  do  not  think  it  is  so  much  owing  to  the  fact  that  these  outrages 
are  committed  by  secret  organizations  of  that  kind  as  from  the  nature  of  the  outrages 
themselves. 

Question.  Give  us,  as  briefly  as  you  can,  your  real  opinion  of  what  is  the  cause  of 
the  failure  to  administer  justice.  Let  us  know  Avhether  there  is  in  yoiu'  district  a  fail- 
ure to  administer  justice  ;  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  cause? 

Ansiver.  I  think  there  is  a  failure  to  administer  justice  in  these  cases.  And  I  think 
it  arises  out  of  the  opposition  to  the  civil  and  political  equality  of  the  two  i^accs. 

Question.  Have  these  wrongs  of  which  you  speak  been  conmiitted  upon  colored  per- 
sons only,  or  have  they  also  been  connnittetl  u\>oi\  white  persons  ? 

Ansuer.  I'pou  both  classes  ;  generally  upon  colored  i)ersons,  but  also  frequently  upon 
white  persons.  And  I  can  say  further  in  that  connection,  that  many  of  these  outrages 
are  connnitted  u])on  persons  who,  at  least,  are  reported  to  be,  and  no  doubt  often  are, 
violat((rs  of  the  law,  and  deserving  of  punishment,  liut  not,  of  course,  in  that  way. 
For  instance,  in  many  cases  ]>arties  in  a  neighborhood  have  the  reputation  of  living  in 
adultery  ;  those  parties  are  jiTini.shed  in  this  way.  A  negro,  and  sometimes  a  white  man 
in  a  neiglil>orhood  lias  the  icimtation  of  having  connnitted  a  felony,  of  stealing,  or 
of  some  other  innnoral  conduct,  and  those  persons  are  very  often  punished  in  a  very 
sunnuary  manner,  by  being  flogged  and  driven  from  the  country.  Such  things  occur 
occasionally,  and  those  puiiishinents  are  generally  inflicted  by  these  same  organized 
bands.  I  think  that  these  bands  originated  for  political  purposes,  but  that  they  have 
degenerated  into  this  miscellaneous  mode  of  dealing  sometimes  t\ith  oftenders  against 
the  laws,  and  sonietinies  witli  persons  against  whom  they  have  grudges.  I  thinlv  this 
organization  is  used  for  jmrposes  of  that  sort.  Men  fall  out  with  other  parties,  and 
desire  to  do  them  some  mischief,  and  adopt  that  mode  of  doing  it,  in  order  to  escape 
detection. 

Question.  Do  the  political  parties  divide  in  their  sentiments  in  regard  to  the  outrages 
committed  by  this  organization,  or  do  those  of  the  same  political  party  differ  with  each 
other  in  regard  to  them  ?    Give  us  the  true  state  of  feeling  on  that  subject. 

Ansuer.  1  think  the  republican  party  as  a  party  are  universally  opposed  to  these  klans; 
they  are  regarded  by  them  as  eoniined  to  the  democratic  party,  or  the  conservative  party, 
as  it  is  called  there.  The  couseivat  ive  party  are  divided  on  the  subject.  I  think  the  re- 
spectable ]iortion  of  that  party  discountenance  these  outrages.  1  think  none  of  them 
openly  give  them  countenance.  But  I  think  these  organizations  are  generally  confined 
to  the  most  worthless  class  of  society.  The,  diliiculty  with  me  has  been  that  1  apprehend 
they  are  tacitly  countenanced  by  the  conservative  party,  who  are  willing  to  derive  the 
■beueftts  that  may  result  fiom  tlieii'  operations. 
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Qiiesiion.  You  say  the  leading  members  of  the  democratic  party  discountenance  iiro- 
oeedings  of  this  kind.     Do  they  advocate  or  assist  in  bringing  the  offenders  to  justice  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  advocate  it ;  but  as  to  their  assisting,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
whether  they  assist  or  not. 

Question.  Taking  your  whole  judicial  district  together,  tell  us  whether  you  believe 
the  ordinary  administration  of  justice  is  secure;  that  is,  whether  life  and  property  are 
secure  in  the  ordinary  administration  of  justice,  where  political  causes  are  not  involved  ? 

Ansrver.  Entir>;ly  so,  I  think. 

Question.  Are  we  to  understand  you,  then,  as  saying  that  the  failure  to  administer 
justice  exists  only  in  cases  where  ijolitical  feeling  is  involved  ? 

Anstver.  Not  precisely  that. 

Question.  What  are  we,  then,  to  understand  you  as  saying  ? 

Answer.  My  answer  would  be,  in  all  cases  involving  these  outrages,  whether  com- 
mitted  by  political  i^arties  or  not. 

Question.  Then  do  we  understand  you  to  say  that  where  these  outrages  are  commit- 
ted, they  are  regarded  in  the  courts  the  same  as  if  they  had  been  committed  for  politi- 
cal purposes,  owing  to  the  view  taken  of  these  organizations  ? 

Answer.  That  would  be  about  the  answer  I  would  give. 

Question.  Who  is  the  judge  in  your  district  ? 

Ansiver.  George  W.  Logan. 

Question.  Where  does  he  reside  ? 

Answer.  In  Eutherfordton,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  All  my  life  ;  I  am  a  native  of  the  State. 

Question.  If  there  is  anything  else  which  you  can  state,  which  will  throw  light  upou 
the  investigation  with  which  we  are  charged,  that  is  whether  life,  person,  and  property 
are  secure  in  your  State,  you  will  please  state  it  to  us. 

Answer.  I  think  life,  property,  and  everything  else  is  just  as  secure  there  as  in  any 
State  of  the  Union,  except  in  the  cases  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Q,uestion.  Have  you  had  any  case  under  your  charge  in  Avhich  was  involved  the  ques- 
tion of  the  existence  of  this  secret  organization  or  of  any  secret  organization  ? 

Answe):  No,  sir;  I  have  had  no  case  of  the  sort. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  practicing  law  ? 

Ansiver.  About  twenty-five  years. 

Question.  Always  in  the  district  of  country  of  which  you  have  been  speaking  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  that  way  you  have  become  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  people  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  should  say  I  was  familiar  with  the  jjeople. 

Question.  What  is  your  term  of  office  as  solicitor  ? 

Answer.  Four  years. 

Question.  How  are  you  placed  in  office  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  first  elected  in  1863  by  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina.  Under  the 
new  constitution,  I  was  elected  by  the  people,  receiving  the  votes  of  both  conservatives 
and  republicans. 

Question.  What  are  your  official  duties  ? 

Answer.  To  jirosecute  in  courts  of  justice  offenses  of  every  grade  committed  against 
the  laws  of  North  Carolina. 

Question.  In  that  way  you  have  officially  full  cognizance  of  all  crimes  against  persons 
and  property  in  that  district  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  through  the  action  of  grand  juries.  I  prepare  bills  nd  send  them 
to  the  grand  jury;  and  also  when  presentments  are  made. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  case  of  a  negro  preacher,  named  Paisley,  who  was 
indicted  and  convicted  of  such  crimes  as  you  have  spoken  of,  of  violent  acts  committed 
by  him  against  the  persons  of  colored  people,  of  what  they  called  Ku-Kluxing  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Tiiat  w^is  not  in  my  district. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  such  a  case  outside  of  your  district? 

Answer.  I  think  I  have  heard  of  some  case  of  that  sort ;  and  I  will  add,  in  connection 
with  that,  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  negroes  sometimes  assume  these  same  disguises  for 
the  purpose  of  committing  outrages.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  this  disguise  is  often 
assumed  for  auy  bad  purpose,  though  I  have  no  positive  knowledge  of  the  fact. 

Question.  Have  you  equal  knowledge  of  such  cases  as  you  have  of  the  other  cases  of 
which  you  have  spoken  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  the  same  knowledge  of  this  disguise  being  assumed  by 
black  persons  as  I  have  of  its  being  assumed  by  white  persons. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  not  the  same  knowledge  in  an  equal  number  of  cases,  or  not 
the  same  character  of  knowledge  in  regard  to  any  case? 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  a  single  case  where  colored  persons  have  assumed 
that  disguise. 
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Question.  Upon  what,  theu,  did  you  base  your  statement  that  you  believed  colored 
persons  assumed  this  disguise  for  their  purposes  ?  Have  you  had  iuformatiou  of  that 
fact  from  others  ? 

Ausiccr.  I  think  about  the  only  information  I  have  is  in  regard  to  that  case  which 
you  mentioned,  or  some  others  of  a  similar  character  ;  that  is,  some  newspaper  report 
that  I  have  seen. 

Question.  Thii  question  was  asked  you  in  regard  to  the  action  of  members  of  the  con- 
servative or  democi'atic  party  in  relation  to  the  character  of  offenses  which  you  have 
described,  such  as  whipping,  &c.  Are  there  any  x>rosecuting  ofidcers  in  your  State  who 
are  members  of  the  conservative  party  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  has  been  any  failure  on  their  part  to  do  their 
duty  in  respect  to  this  matter,  so  as  to  distinguish  them  from  gentlemen  of  the  other 
party  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  any  information  to  that  effect. 

Question.  Have  thcybeen  ordinarily  as  prompt  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  as  gentle- 
men of  the  other  party  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  no  information  one  way  or  the  other  upon  that  subject.  I  do  not 
know  what  their  official  conduct  has  been. 

Question.  Do  you  object  to  stating  with  which  political  party  you  have  acted  since 
the  war  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all.  I  consider  myself  as  belonging  to  no  party.  I  voted  for  General 
Grant  for  President,  upon  the  reconstruction  measures,  and  I  have  sustained  Ids  admin- 
istration upon  those  measures  as  a  matter  of  duty  and  necessity.  But  I  do  not  yield 
my  independence  of  action  or  thought  to  any  party  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  the  a])peiulix  to  the  message  of  Governor  Holden  I  find  a  letter  over 
your  signature,  uniler  date  of  May  20, 1870.     I  will  read  a  paragraph  : 

"  On  the  whole  I  am  satisfied  that,  as  a  law  ofiicer,  I  can  do  nothing  through  the 
ordinary  channels  of  the  courts.  In  my  judgment,  there  are  only  two  ways  of  arresting 
the  evil:  First,  by  arousing  public  opinion  to  put  it  down  ;  or,  secondly,  by  invoking 
the  aid  of  United  States  troops,  and  making  some  sharp  and  decisive  examples." 

That  had  rcl'erence  to  the  wrongs  of  which  you  have  spoken,  as  having  been  com- 
niirtcd  by  tliis  organization.  Was  that  the  state  of  things  as  you  believed  it  to  exist 
at  that  time  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  in  connection  with  that  I  will  state  that  since  that  time,  and 
up  to  about  the  1st  of  January,  there  have  been  several  other  very  serious  outrages 
committed.  Two  or  three  colored  jiersons,  to  my  knowledge,  have  been  shot,  and  a 
great  many  whippings  have  taken  place  in  the  counties  of  Cleveland,  Lincoln,  and 
Gaston.  I  will  statu  in  regard  to  one  case  that  came  to  my  knowledge  only  a  few 
days  ago.  It  is  the  case  of  a  white  pc^rson  of  the  name  of  Cavi)enter.  He  stated  that 
he"  had  emi>I()yed  two  ue.^roes  to  work  for  him  this  year  ;  tliat  they  were  negroes  of  ' 
good  character,  honest  and  indnstrious.  Shortly  after  he  had  employed  them  he  was 
advised  by  some  of  his  neighbors  to  send  them  off;  that  they  did  not  want  tliem  in 
that  neighborhood.  lie  declined  to  send  the  negroes  away,  and  a  night  or  two  after- 
ward a  disguised  band  came  to  his  house.  They  went  into  his  house,  ran  him  ofi", 
broke  0])en  his  drawers,  searched  the  house  from  bottom  to  top,  and  when  they  went 
away  they  carried  off,  he  says,  eighty  dollars  in  money.  They  ran  the  negroes  off,  and 
alarmed  his  wife,  who  was  there  alone  with  four  or  five  children,  and  ho  stated  that 
since  that  time  his  wife  has  been  in  such  a  condition  that  she  has  been  afraid  to  live 
there ;  that  he  had  abandoned  his  house,  and  gone  to  live  in  a  log  cabin,  or  kitchen, 
because  it  was  a  more  secure  place  ;  and  that  he  and  his  family  were  now  sleeping  on 
the  floor,  aiipreliendiiig  an  attack  every  night.  He  also  says  that  since  he  has  re- 
ported that  money  hail  been  stolen  from  hi  s  house  they  had  sent  him  word  that  the 
Ku-Klux  do  not  steal ;  that  he  would  have  to  take  that  back,  or  he  would-be  severely 
dealt  witli.     He  also  stated  that  he  voted  the  conservative  ticket. 

Question.  I  called  attention  to  that  paragraph  of  yonr  letter  for  the  purpose  of  asking 
you  if  the  opinion  tlierein  expressed  is  still  your' opinion,  or  has  your  opinion  been 
changed  since  then  f 

Answer.  I  have;  not  changed  my  opinion  since  then,  and  I  have  referred  to  this  case 
only  to  show  that  outrages  have  bi^en  committed  since  that  letter  was  written. 

Question.  Is  that  in  your  district  ? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  Wliat  distance  do  you  live  from  Alamance  County? 

Answer.  Something  over  100  miles — about  125. 

By  Mr.  Wilson  : 
Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  political  action  of  this  klan  ;  I  supi>osc  you  meant 
to  include  in  that  f  lie  race  fei;ling  as  well  as  the  political  ? 
Answer.  That  would  bo  what  1  mean— opposition  to  the  political  and  civil  rights  of 
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the  colored  people.  To  speak  cttodidly,  I  am  iucliued  to  think  that  that  opposition  is 
not  altogether  confined  to  the  conservative  party.  I  think  in  many  instances  members 
of  the  republican  party  are  oiiposed  to  the  civil  and  political  equality  of  the  race. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Is  there  any  difficulty  iu  your  district  in  the  service  or  execution  of  civil 
process  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  not — not  the  slightefSt. 
■    Question.  No  resistance  to  the  officers  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever;  iu  no  instance  has  there  been  resistance. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  election  in  August  last  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was. 

Question.  Was  it  peaceable  and  orderly  ? 

Ansiccr.  Entirely. 

Question.  No  intimidation  of  any  person  known  to  you? 

Answer.  None  at  the  i^olls. 

Question.  Was  there  a  special  election  in  your  district  in  December  last? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  or  not  intimidation  by  the  negroes  of  each 
other  iu  respect  of  their  political  views  ? 

Ansiver.  I  believe  there  is.  I  am  satisfied  from  my  own  observations  and  from  hear- 
ing them  talk  about  one  another,  that  they  feel  very  much  exasperated  if  one  fails  to 
vote  with  the  nuijority,  and  that  they  do  thre-aten. 

Question.  Are  not  the  majority  members  of  the  republican  party  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  your  opinion  can  a  colored  man  safely  and  openly  differ  with  his  race  on 
the  subject  of  politics  in  your  section  of  ihe  country  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  known  them  to  do  it,  and  to  do  it  with  impunity,  though  it 
creates  ill-feeling  among  the  others  and  sometimes  threats  of  violence.  I  have  not 
known  a  case  of  actual  violence  to  be  committed  upon  them,  but  I  have  known  several 
to  differ  and  to  do  it  ojienly  and  to  vote  openly.  But  there  is  a  certain  odium  about 
it  among  the  blacks  that  it  is  very  hard  to  resist.  They  are  ostracised  in  a  great 
measure,  I  think. 

Question.  For  voting  what  is  called  the  conservative  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  CH^aRiMAN : 

Question.  You  say  when  a  colored  man  differs  from  his  race  and  votes  the  conservative 
ticket  he  is  visited  with  odium  among  his  race  ;  when  a  white  man  votes  the  republican 
ticket  is  he  not  visited  to  a  great  extent  in  the  same  way  by  the  odium  of  the  white 
race  ? 

Answer.  He  is. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  organization  among  the  colored  iieople  which  inflicts 
violence  or  wrong  upon  those  of  their  race  who  difter  in  political  opinion  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not.     I  do  not  believe,  from  my  knowledge,  that  any  such  exists. 

Question.  Can  you,  from  your  experience,  suggest  to  us  any  remedy  for  the  wrong 
which  h^s  grown  out  of  the  existence  of  this  organization? 

Answer.  I  have  my  views  about  that,  which  I  can  frankly  state. 

Question.  We  shall  be  glad  to  have  them. 

Answer.  I  think  public  opinion  would  probably  change  if  wc  had  something  like  a 
general  or  universal  amnesty.  I  think  a  great  deal  of  this  pul  )lic  opinion  is  created  by 
the  fact  that  a  large  class  of  our  people  feel  that  the  negro  has  political  rights  which 
they  have  not ;  that  he  can  hold  office  while  a  large  number  of  our  people  cannot.  I 
think  that  is  one  cause  of  the  jjublic  opinion,  and  if  it  could  be  changed  I  think  the 
evil  would  be  at  once  corrected,  and  this  organization  would  be  disbanded.  If  there 
was  a  general  amnesty,  and  then  a  law  passed  by  Congress  making  it  highly  punisha- 
ble to  commit  these  olienses,  I  believe  they  would  cease  in  a  very  short  time.  I  have 
seen  a  bill,  inn-oduced  I  believe  by  Mr.  Sawyer  in  the  Senate,  that  I  would  refer  to  as 
one  that  I  th:uk  would  accomplish  every  purpose,  with  some  modificatit)ns.  I  think 
considerable  modification  should  be  made  in  it.  It  gives  too  much  military  power.  I 
think  civil  remedies  would  be  amply  sufficient. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you,  then,  that  many  of  these  wrongs  grow  out  of  the 
resentment  entertained  because  of  the  fact  that  the  negroes  are  eligible  to  office  whilo 
many  of  the  white  men  are  not  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  that  state  of  facts  has  created  a  public  opinion  and 
sustains  a  i)ublic  opinion  that  countenances  these  outrages,  and  that  if  that  publio 
oiiinion  itself  could  bo  changed  the  outrages  would  cease. 

By  Mr.  Wilson  : 
Question.  Are  there  any  exclusions  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  North  Carolina? 
Ansiver.  None  whatever  in  the  constitution  of  the  State. 
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Question.  You  refer  entirely  to  the  law  of  Congress? 

Ansu-ei:  Yes,  sir ;  we  have  no  exclusion  whatever,  except  the  exclusions  that  are 
made  by  Congress,  which  are  excepted  in  our  own  constitution. 

Qiundon.  You  mean  to  say,  then,  that  those  persons  that  are  excluded  by  Congress 
feel  that  they  are  wronged  by  the  fact  that  the  colored  people  have  rights  that  they 
have  not ;  and  they  rather  countenance,  or  do  not  do  or  say  anything  to  repress  the 
violence  of  these  people  who  commit  outrages  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  mean  that  they  are  ready  and  willing  to  take  political  advan- 
tages which  arise  out  of  these  outrages  committed  by  this  organization.  It  helps  them 
to  obtain  power,  and  to  retain  it. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Question.  In  the  first  part  of  your  testimony,  on  being  asked  by  the  chairman  as  to 
the  dates  when  these  wrongs  were  committed,  you  answered  that  it  was  from  tlie  pas- 
sao-e  of  the  reconstruction  acts  till  the  present  time,  and  I  believe  you  went  on  further 
to^attribute  the  condition  of  feeling  that  led  to  these  outrages  to  the  passage  of  those 
acts.     Did  I  understand  you  right  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  testimony. 

Question.  Before  this  system  of  reconstruction  was  entered  upon,  did  any  such  class 
of  outrages  occur  in  jour  community,  or  was  it  i)eaceful  and  quiet ? 

Answer.  None ;  we  had  peace  and  quiet. 

Question.  And  unobstructed  action  of  the  laws  of  your  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  If  the  conservatives  were  given  their  own  way  now  in  the  State,  it  would 
all  be  quiet,  would  it  not — if  they  just  had  their  own  way  in  all  the  elections  and 
their  own  men  in  ollice  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  it  is  a  jjolitical  organization,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  would,  but  so  far 
as  it  has  degenerated  into  an  engine  for  wrong  and  mischief,  in  other  respects,  I  do  not 
know  that  it  would.        ♦ 

Washtngton,  D.  C,  February  1, 1871. 

Ethelbert  Tluncs  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Ansxccr.  In  New  Berne,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  am  an  editor. 

Question.  Of  what  ]>ai)t'r,  and  what  party? 

Answer.  The  Ncwbirii  Daily  Times,  a  republican  paper. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  Since  18GI2. 

Question.  You  were  called  for  the  purpose  of  giving  such  information  as  you  have 
bearing  upon  the  socnrity  of  person  and  property  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 
State  sTs  brielly  as  you  can' the  knowledge  you  have  on  that  subject. 

Answii:  As  regards  the  political  situation  of  North  Carolina  I  deem  it  to  be  in  a 
state  as  near  anarchy  as  it  can  well  be.  We  have  what  might  be  termed  class  legisla- 
tion at  the  present  t'ime  by  the  legislature,  and  iV)r  a  period  of  nearly  three  years  there 
has  been  but  very  little  security  for  life  and  property  in  many  sections  of  the  State. 
There  have  been  nuiny  outrages  committal,  and  no  punishment,  no  adequate  punish- 
ment for  them.  A  miniber  of  nuuders  have  been  committed,  which  are  characterized 
as  political  murders.  Parties  have  been  arrested  from  time  to  time,  aud  let  go  ou 
what  is  termed  straw  bail.  It  is  generally  understood  that  no  punishment  can  be 
inllieted  on  account  of  what  is  termed  a  political  organization  called  the  Ku-Klux,  or 
White  Brothethood,  or  something  of  that  sort.  It  goes  by  various  luimes.  However, 
in  several  sections  of  the  State  everything  goes  on  smoothly,  quietly,  and  lawfully.  I 
can  speak  more  particularly  in  regard  to  my  own  section.  The  county  in  which  I 
reside  lias  been  very  quiet  iiuleed,  owing,  as  is  believed,  to  the  fact  that  a  large  majori- 
ty of  the  people  are  republicans  in  sentiment.  In  tlie  adjoining  county  of  Jones  there 
have  b(>en,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  three  political  murders,  within  the  last  two  years. 

Question.  Can  you  name  the  persons  killed  f 

Answer.  One  was  SheriH'  Colgrove ;  undoubtedly  a  political  murder.  Another  was 
Colonel  Shepi)ard ;  also  a  political  murder.  Another  was  a  colored  man  named  Jones; 
it  occurred  at  the  time  Colonel  Colgrove  was  murdered.  In  the  adjoining  county  of 
Lenoir,  also,  there  have  been  a  number  of  murders.  Five  men  were  taken  out  of  jail 
by  a  band  of  disguised  meu  and  were  never  seen  or  heard  of  afterward.  I  speak 
from  common  report. 

Question.  That  was  the  subject  of  judicial  investigation! 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  before  Ju(lg;e  Thomas,  at  New  Berne.  There  was  no  commitment. 
The  parties  implicated  are  at  large,  on  bail,  one  of  whom  was  recognized  as  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Muuroe.  I  was  present  and  heard  a  part  of  the  proceedings.  There 
was  direct  testimony  implicating  this  man  as  one  of  the  party  that  entered  the  jail 
and  assisted  in  taking  out  the  prisoners  there  confined.  In  that  county  a  short  time 
ago,  about  a  month,  I  think,  there  was  a  band  of  disguised  meu  went  to  the  house  of  a 
colored  man  by  the  name  of  Whitfield,  called  him  out  of  his  bed,  and  shot  him  in  cold 
blood,  and  carried  away  his  horse.  Then  they  proceeded  to  another  house  and  shot  a 
man  and  woman  Avho  occupied  it,  and  took  away  a  horse  from  that  place.  One  or  two 
of  these  men,  I  think,  were  recognized  by  the  woman  who  was  shot,  and  upon  her  in- 
formation Sherift'  Hunter  arrested  them,  as  I  learned  from  him  before  I  left;  and  he 
stated  that  without  donl)t  they  were  guilty.  On  my  way  here  I  learned  that  they 
■were  discharged,  as  is  customary,  on  straw  bail.  I  have  heard  of  a  great  many  out- 
rages by  common  report. 

Question.  You  have  uot  been  in  the  vicinity  where  they  were  committed? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir.  I  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  murder  in  Jones  County.  I  went  out 
there  myself  and  brought  in  the  body  of  Colonel  Sheppard.  I  have  seen  and  conversed 
with  a  number  of  parties  who  have  had  outrages  committed  upon  them,  and  have 
every  reason  to  believe  they  told  correct  stories.  One  man  stated  to  me  that  he  was 
very  severely  whipped  for  no  other  cause  than  that  he  voted  the  republican  ticket. 
He  "said  that  the  parties  who  did  it  told  him  it  was  for  that  reason. 

Question.  In  what  county  was  that  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  was  Wayne ;  I  am  not  certain. 

Question.  You  have  seen  the  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  , 

Question.  You  have  only  his  statement  ? 

Answer.  Only  his  statement  and  the  evidence  of  the  marks  on  his  body. 

Question.  Are  you  giving  these  statements  from  yoiu'  knowledge  derived  as  an 
editor  ? 

Answer.  As  an  editor  and  from  common  report. 

Question.  And  from  communication  with  the  people  themselves? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  from  communication  with  the  people  also. 

Question.  From  your  f>osition  as  editor  and  the  intelligence  you  have  derived  from 
various  portions  of  the  State,  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  these  outrages 
that  have  been  communicated  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Prejudice — political  prejudice. 

Question.  Is  that  confined  to  one  party  or  the  other  ;  or  do  both  participate  in  these 
outrages  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  almost  exclusively  confined  to  what  is  known  as  the  democratic- 
conservative,  or  conservative-democratic  party. 

Question.  Give  your  reasons  for  that  opinion. 

Ansiver.  My  reasons  are  these :  The  men  who  are  murdered  and  outraged  are  republi- 
cans almost  invariably,  and  the  men  who  are  supposed  and  believed,  and  in  fact  known 
in  many  instances  to  do  it,  are  democrats  or  conservatives ;  and  also  from  the  com- 
mon talk. 

Question.  In  your  intercourse  with  the  politicians  of  the  State  do  you  find  these  out- 
rages condemned  or  justified  by  one  or  the  other  ijolitical  party  ;  and,  if  so,  which  of 
them  condemns  and  which  justifies? 

Ansiver.  The  republican  party  invariably  condemn  and  endeavor  to  bring  the  parties 
to  justice ;  the  conservative  party  invariably  iiass  it  by — rather  approve  of  it  than 
otherwise. 

Question.  Have  you  found  among  the  leading  men  of  the  conservative  party  those 
who  condemn  it  ? 

Answer.  Oh  yes,  sir ;  plenty  of  them. 

Question.  Do' they  make  no  effort  to  bring  the  parties  to  justice  ? 

Answer.  Very  little. 

Question.  What  is  the  tone  of  the  press  on  the  subject? 

Ansiver.  Bitter,  sir;  highly  i^artisan. 

Question.  In  what  respect  ? 

Answer.  Well,  in  endeavoring  to  justify  the  acts  of  these  men  who  go  about  commit- 
ting these  outrages ;  showing,  or  endeavoring  to  show,  that  they  have  cause  or  reason 
for  their  actions  toward  those  who  are  injured,  who,  they  say,  are  bad  men,  and  de- 
serve to  be  lynched,  &c.    That  is  couunon  talk. 

Question.  Have  you  any  other  personal  knowledge,  bearing  upon  the  security  of  per- 
son and  property  in  your  State  ?    If  so,  state  the  facts. 

Answer.  I  have  this  with  regard  to  my  own  personal  experience :  In  traveling  from 
New  Berne  to  Trenton,  a  gentleman  Avho  was  mistaken  for  myself  was  stojijied  late  at 
night,  and  when  the  men,  who  were  armed  and  disguised,  were  infonniMl  that  it  was  not 
Hubbs,  (i.  e.,  myself )  and  were  asked,  "What  do  you  want  of  him  ?"  they  replied,  "Oh, 
notliing  much,  onlv  we  want  to  tickle  him  a  little."    This  man's  name  was  John  Har- 


60  CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS   IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

gett,  a  deputy  marshal.  Since  that  timo  I  have  resided  in  the  upper  portion  of 
the  city,  and  I  have  been  followed  to  my  home  or  nearly  there  on  three  separate  occa- 
sions, by  parties  who,  I  believe,  were  seeking  to  assassinate  me.  I  have  been  warned 
again  and  again  to  be  careful.  I,  however,  think  a  man's  life  is  safe  in  that  section. 
In  Craven  County  I  have  no  fear  of  my  own. 

Question.  How  many  republican  i^apers  are  jirinted  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Ansicer.  There  are  only  five,  I  think. 

Question.  AVhat  are  their  names? 

Answer.  The  Ashevillc  Pioneer,  The  Raleigh  Gazette,  The  Wilmington  Post,  The 
American  Advocate,  and  The  New  Berne  Daily  Times,  my  own  paper. 

Question.  What  is  the  number  of  papers  of  the  opposite  party? 

Ansioer.  I  think  there  arc  about  a  dozen. 

By  Mr.  Bayap.d  :  .    • 

Question.  You  went  to  North  Carolina  in  1862? 

Ansicer.  I  did. 

Question.  Where  from  ? 

Answer.  From  New  York. 

Question.  What  was  your  occupation  previous  to  that  time  ? 

Answer.  A  merchant. 

Question.  When  did  you  become  an  editor  ? 

Answer.  Al)out  the  14th  of  May  last. 

Question.  Have  you  been  living  in  New  Berne  during  the  whole  of  that  period  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  lived  in  New  Berne  all  the  time  since  the  latter  part  of  1863. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  tone  of  the  papers — that  is,  what  are  called  the  demo- 
cratic-conservative [)apers — being  very  bitter ;  what  is  the  character  and  tone  of  your 
own  and  others  in  that  regard  '?    Is  it  equally  positive  on  the  other  side  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  no,  sir  ;  on  the  conti'ary,  I  consider  the  press  orf  the  other  side  al- 
togctlier  too  mild  under  the  circumstances. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hold  any  official  position  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What? 

Answer.  I  was  an  officer  ot  the  United  States  Army  from  1861  to  1863 — a  soldier  first 
and  an  officer  afterward  ;  then  dejiuty  supervising  special  agent  for  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, under  Colonel  Heatoii ;  and  I  am  now  deputy  collector  of  customs  for  the 
port  of  New  Berne. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  2, 1871. 
Lewis  Haxes  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Ciiaikman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside? 

Answer.  In  Salisbury,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  In  what  county? 

Ansicer.  In  Rowan  County. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  am  editor  and  i)ublisher  of  a  newspaper. 

Question.  To  which  i)olitical  party  arc  you  attached  ? 

Answer.  I  have  generally  acted  with  the  conservative  party  ;  but  I  am  indeiiendent 
rather.  I  have  not  been  able  to  agree  with  any  party  since  the  war.  During  the  war 
I  was  an  unllinching  Unionist. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  I  was  born  and  raised  in  that  State,  and  have  resided  in  it  all  my  life. 

Question.  Tlie  object  which  this  committee  has  iu  view  is  to  ascertain  the  state  of 
security  for  jierson  and  property  iu  the  State  of  North  Carolina  at  the  present  timo ; 
will  you  state  to  the  committee  any  facts  within  your  knowledge  which  Avill  bear  upon 
that  iuA'Cstigation  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  know  much,  of  my  own  knowledge,  of  some  parts  of  the 
State.  That  portion  of  tlie  State  in  which  I  immediately  reside  has  never  been  nuich 
disturbed.  There  has  never  been  any  want  of  security  of  jycrson  and  property  in  the 
county  of  Rowan,  and  the  couuties  immediately  adjacent.  As  to  the  disturbances  in 
Caswell,  Alamance,  and  other  couuties,  I  have  only  expressed  oidnions,  based  upon 
testimony  taken  in  the  various  judicial  investigations  before  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  State. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  to  give  a  condensed  statement  bearing  on  the  general 
question,  before  I  ])ut  to  you  any  special  inlcrrogatories. 

Answer.  In  my  portion  of  the  State,  in  those  counties  in  which  I  am  immediately  ac- 
quainted, I  do  not  think  there  is  any  danger  at  the  present  time  to  the  pcrsou  or  prop- 
erty of  any  one  of  any  political  party  ;  and  in  the  county  of  Rowan,  and  in  the  coun- 
ties immediately  adjacent,  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  danger  at  any  time  since 
the  war. 
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Question.  Is  that  as  much  of  a  general  statement  as  you  desire  to  make? 

Answer.  I  could  make  no  further  statement,  save  that  which  would  he  based  U])OU 
testimony  before  your  committee.  Yoii  have  the  testimony  of  -svituesses  iu  regard  to 
the  outrages  iu  Alamance  and  Caswell,  and  I  ]j|-esuuie  this  committee  is  quite  as  capable 
of  arriving  at  just  conclusious  from  that  testimony  as  I  am. 

Question.  Does  there  exist,  according  to  your  belief,  in  the  county  iu  wliich  you  reside, 
any  secret  organization  which  has  a  political  purpose  ? 

Answer.  I  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  a  secret  political  organization  iu 
that  portion  of  the  State. 

Question.  Give  us  the  name  of  any  such  organization,  and  its  purposes,  so  far  as  you 
know  them. 

Ansiver.  Certain  persons  in  Rowan  have  admitted  to  me  that  they  believed  that  there 
■was  a  secret  organization  there  in  the  interest  of  the  democratic  party,  but  they  said 
it  was  ]5olitical  only,  and  did  not  counteuance  the  commission  of  outrages,  or  taking  the 
execution  of  the  law  into  its  hands.  My  opinion  is  that  there  is  a  secret  political  or- 
ganization, but  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  in  Rowan  County  it  is  anything  more 
than  a  mere  political  organization. 

Question.  Who  were  the  persons  who  admitted  to  you  the  existence  of  a  secret  organ- 
ization ? 

Anstver.  They  did  not  admit  their  knowledge  of  it ;  only  theu-  belief  that  there  was 
such  an  organization. 

Question.  Who  were  they? 

Answer.  If  the  committee  insists  upon  it,  I  will  give  their  names ;  but  I  would  rather 
not  do  so. 

Question.  Our  object  is  to  ascertain  the  truth  upou  both  sides  of  this  question. 

Ansiver.  Major  Roljbins,  who  is  the  State  senator  from  that  county,  told  mo  that  he 
thought  there  was  a  secret  political  orga.uization,  but  he  denied  that  it  had  any  such 
purpose  as  the  Ku-Klux  had  in  Alamance  and  other  counties. 

Question.  Any  other  person  f 

Anstrer.  I  think  John  S.  Henderson  also  made  a  statement  to  about  the  same  effect. 

Question.  Who  is  he  ? 

Anstver.  He  is  an  attorney-at-law  in  Salisbury.  I  always  denounced  in  my  ]iaper  the 
outrages  committed  by  the  Ku-Klux  in  Alamance  and  other  counties,  and  several  per- 
sons spoke  to  me  about  it,  and  tried  to  convince  me  that  I  should  not  do  so  ;  that  there 
was  no  trustworthy  evidence  of  those  facts. 

Question.  Who  were  those  persons  who  blamed  you  for  denouncing  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  Idaming  me ;  they  were  trying  to  convince 
me  that  the  testimony  was  not  really  trustworthy — that  the  statements  were  exagger- 
ated. 

Question.  That  was  in  consequence  of  your  having  denounced  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  auy  doubt  of  the  existence  of  that  organization,  jiroperly  known 
as  the  Ku-mux  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  existence  in  jiarts  of  North  Carolina,  although  I  do 
not  think  it  existed  in  that  form  in  Rowan  County  and  the  adjacent  counties.  I  have 
expressed  my  belief  of  its  existence,  and  I  have  repeatedly  and  constantly  denounced 
it  in  my  paper.  I  have  behoved  that  it  existed  in  a  small  number  of  counties ;  I  never 
could  ascertain  how  many. 

Question.  Were  there  any  such  acts  of  violence  committed  in  Rowan  County,  where 
you  live,  as  you  understand,  from  common  report,  to  have  been  committed  in  Alamance 
and  other  counties  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  not  exactly.  We  had  quite  a  number  of  efforts  to  burn  barns  and 
other  buildings  in  the  town  of  Salisbury,  but  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  jiro- 
ceeded  from  an  organization  of  that  character.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Stephen  Hardy 
was  generallj'  thought  and  believed  by  the  citizens  of  Salisbury  to  be  the  inceudiary. 
He  was  a  very  odious  man  there.  He  came  there  with  the  Federal  Ai-my  and  married  a 
colored  woman,  which  made  him  odious,  and  the  impression  uow  is  general  there  that 
he  was  the  incendiary.  During  this  time  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  kill  a  man  there, 
the  brother  of  the  mayor  of  Salisbury,  a  leading  democrat,  and  an  influential  man — to 
killhim  under  circumstances  of  great  provocation.  He  was  tried  before  a  Rowan  jury, 
the  foreman  of  which  was  a  prominent  conservative  and  a  very  intelligent  man,  and  he 
was  convicted  of  manslaughter.  After  a  short  time  the  governor  pardoned  him.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  say  unjustly,  because  it  was  a  case  of  great  provocation,  and  there  were 
those  who  thought  the  killing  justifiable.  But  immediately  after  he  was  pardoned  and 
turned  loose,  those  burnings  commenced  again.  He  was  then  arrested  on  a  State  war- 
rant and  examined  before  a  special  justice  of  the  peace  ;  but  no  convincing  evidence 
was  obtained  against  him,  and  he  was  discharged.  His  friends  all  advised  him  that  he 
must  leave  there,  which  he  did,  since  which  time  we  have  had  no  more  of  these  burn- 
ings. I  mention  these  facts  more  j)articularly  to  show  that  in  the  county  of  Rowan, 
a  man,  no  matter  how  odious  he  may  be,  could  obtain  justice  iu  our  courts.    I  would 
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Bay  that  distinctly  aboiat  tbe  county  of  Eowan,  and  the  counties  of  Davidson,  Davie, 
Ii'edell,  and  Cabanas,  immediately  adjacent.  Beyond  tbose  counties,  I  cannot  say  that 
my  personal  knowledge  extends  at  all. 

Question.  How  far  are  those  countiegd| distant  from  Alamance,  Caswell,  and  Orange 
Counties  ?  '^' 

Answer.  They  are  from  forty  to  seventy-five  miles  distant  from  Alamance.  There  are 
two  counties  intervening  between  Alamance  and  the  nearest  of  those  counties. 

Question.  Did  the  proceedings  on  the  trial  of  this  man  Hardy  elicit  any  political 
feeling  at  all  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  cannot  say  that  any  such  feeling  was  elicited  upon  the  trial.  I  think  his 
case  was  tried  as  impartially  as  any  case  could  have  been  tried. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  believe  what  was  known  as  the  Ku- 
Klux  organization  existed  in  your  county,  but  it  did  not  there  have  such  purposes  as 
in  other  counties  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  exactly;  I  say  I  believe  there  was  a  secret  political  organ- 
ization there,  and  the  other  persons,  who  said  tliey  thought  or  believed  such  an  organ- 
ization existed  there,  claimed  that  it  was  nothing  but  a  political  organization  merely, 
and  that  its  purposes  were  legitimate  entirely ;  as  legitimate  as  were  those  of  the  Union 
League  or  Know-Nothing  iiarty. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  what  were  the  purposes  of  either  of  those  organizations, 
the  one  to  which  you  have  referred  or  the  Union  League  ? 

Ansuxr.  I  merely  made  that  reference  myseK  by  way  of  illustration ;  I  do  not  know 
that  they  referred  to  those  other  organizations,  but  they  said  the  organization  was  per- 
fectly legitimate,  being  nothing  but  a  mere  political  organization  to  advance  in  a  legiti- 
mate way  the  interests  of  the  party. 

Question.  The  purpose  of  my  inquiry  is  to  bring  out  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  any 
organization  of  either  political  party,  and  its  eliect  upon  the  security  of  person  and 
property  in  your  county. 

Ansn-cr.  I  think  each  party  had  a  secret  organization ;  that  on  the  other  side  was 
known  as  the  Union  League.  But  I  do  not  think  that  in  that  county  the  existence  of 
either  organization  was  detrimental  to  the  public  jieace  or  to  the  security  of  life  or 
property.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  either  of  them  transcended  the  legitimate 
bounds  of  a  political  organization. 

Question.  AVere  you  a  member  of  either  of  those  organizations  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  occupied  such  a  position  that  I  would  not  be  likely  to  be  ap- 
proached with  an  invitation  to  become  a  member  of  either  organization.  I  occupied 
rather  an  independent  political  position. 

Question.  When  you  denounced  in  your  pai^er  the  proceedings  of  the  Ku-Klnx  organ- 
ization in  other  parts  of  the  State,  was  there  any  ilifference  in  the  manner  in  which 
your  sentiments  were  received  by  the  ditferent  parties? 

A  nsu-cr.  I  do  not  know  that  I  exactly  understand  your  question. 

Question.  Could  you  say  that  the  one  party  as  a  party  denounced  those  proceedings, 
and  the  otlier  party  as  a  party  approved  them ;  or  were  the  i)arties  divided  among 
themselves  on  the  subject  ? 

Answer.  TJiere  were  those  on  the  part  of  the  conservative  party  who  wished  to  repre- 
sent tlie  whole  matter  as  exaggerated,  as  not  amounting  to  nearly  so  much  as  was 
generally  represented  or  believed. 

Question.  How  with  the  other  party? 

Answer.  As  to  the  republican  party,  of  course  they  all  believed  in  the  existence  of 
the  organization  and  constantly  denounced  it. 

Qut'Slion.  "Where  trials  in  tlie'courts  arose  out  of  the  wrongs  inflicted  by  that  organ- 
ization, do  you  1  )elievc  that  j  ustice  could  be  secured  in  those  counties  where  the  wrongs 
had  been  committed?  • 

Answer.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing,  as  I  remarked  awhile  ago,  save  what  I  have 
learned  from  evidence  before  this  committee. 

Question.  That  yon  have  not  seen,  of  course. 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  seen  the  evidence  you  have  taken  here;  but  I  meant  all 
that  published  evi(l(?nce  taken  before  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  in  tlieir  investigations,  and  which  I  presume  was  communicated  to  the 
Senate  by  the  President.    That  is  the  evidence  to  which  I  refer. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  public  sentiment,  derived  from  your  position 
as  the  editor  of  a  newspaper,  do  you  believe  tbat,  in  those  counties  where  this  organi- 
zation exists  and  periictrates  these  wrongs,  justice  can  be  secured  in  the  courts  of  those 
counties  against  the  pei'petrators  of  those  wrongs  ? 

Anstcer.  i'roni  the  nature  of  the  organization  it  would  seem  not.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  any  civil  process  could  have  been  executed  at  anytime  withont  any  difficulty; 
that  tliere  never  was  any  necessity  for  a  military  force  to  aid  in  its  execution.  But 
the  obligations  of  the  organization,  so  far  as  I  know  anything  about  them,  which  is 
only  froni  the  testimony  of  which  I  have  s)>oken,  would  go  to  show  that  jurors,  &.C., 
would  combine  to  protect  them.    Those  men  who  were  bound  over  to  ai)pear  at  the 
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court  in  Alamance  were  never  punished  at  all ;  but  I  think  the  fault  of  that  was  in  the 
remissness  of  the  governor  of  the  State.  The  testimony  iu  those  cases  to  niy  niind 
seemed  to  be  perfectly  clear.  The  testimony  was  put  on  record,  as  in  all  such  judicial 
proceedings,  the  parties  were  bound  over,  and  the  witnesses  were  recognized  to  appear; 
but,  as  I  have  been  informed,  the  solicitor  did  not  send  in  any  bill  when  the  court 
came  to  meet. 

Question.  To  what  court  do  you  refer? 

Ansiver.  The  court  of  Alamance  County. 

Question.  Who  is  the  solicitor  there  ? 

Jnswe):  J.  R.  Bulla;  he  is  a  republican,  as  is  also  the  judge  of  that  judicial  district. 
Mr.  Bulla,  I  think,  is  rather  a  timid  man.  The  governor  employed  three  able  counsel 
to  conduct  these  prosecutions  before  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court;  and  I  tMuk 
there  was  a  remissness  on  the  part  of  the  governor  in  not  sending  one  of  those  law- 
yers to  Alamance  County  to  assist  the  soXcitor  there,  Mr.  Bulla. 

Question.  Do  I  xiuderstaud  you  to  say  that  Mr.  Bulla,  in  his  capacity  as  prosecuting 
officer,  did  not  send  any  bill  to  the  grand  jury  in  the  cases  to  which  you  refer? 

Answer,  So  I  am  informed. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  reason  given  why  he  did  not? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  any  reason  given  for  it  at  all. 

Question.  Are  the  judicial  officers  in  those  counties  who  undertake  to  prosecute  these 
offenders  safe  ? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  to  the  contrary. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  on  that  point? 

Answer.  The  opinion  would  be  conflicting.  There  would  be  those  who  would  say 
they  would  not  be  safe,  and  there  would  be  others  as  intelligent  and  reliable  who  would 
insist  that  they  would  be  safe.    I  myself  think  they  would  be  safe. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  know  of  a  case  of  the  attempted  intimidation  of  a  judge,  or 
of  any  civil  officer  in  the  State? 
Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  did. 

By  the  Chathman  : 

Question.  In  any  case  not  involving  the  feeling  growing  out  of  this  organization,  I 
understand  you  to  say  the  administration  is  unobstructed  f 

Answer.  As  unobstructed  as  it  ever  was;  that  is  my  observation. 

Question.  Is  that  the  case  throughout  the  State,  or  do  you  confine  the  ai)j)lication  of 
your  remark  to  your  own  county  ? 

Answer.  I  should  say  that  was  the  case  throughout  the  State,  save  in  cases  growing 
out  of  political  feeling,  growing  out  of  the  war.  In  all  other  cases  I  should  say  the 
administration  of  justice  is  as  xmobstructed  as  it  ever  was  iu  the  land. 

Question.  Is  there  anyfeelingof  animosity  manifested  toward  the  colored  population? 

Answer.  Only  to  this  extent :  the  colored  population  now  have  privileges  which  are 
denied  to  a  large  and  influential  portion  of  the  white  people,  a  large  number  of  the 
most  able  and  influential  men  of  the  State,  among  whom  are  some  men  who  were 
really  Unionists  during  the  war,  but  who  are  now  banned  by  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment and  cannot  hold  office.  It  naturally  vexes  them  to  see  their  former  slaves  with 
privileges  which  they  cannot  themselves  enjoy.  That  does  not  create  so  nnich  of  a 
feeling  against  the  colored  people  as  it  does  of  a  feeling  against  the  Government,  or 
■  against  the  party  in  power,  who  they  regard  as  responsible  for  that  condition  of  things. 

Question.  Does  that  feeling  find  its  vent  in  animosity  against  the  colored  population? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  it  does,  unless  it  may  be  in  a  very  few  exceptional  cases.  It 
may  in  a  few  exceptional  cases  find  that  vent. 

Question.  To  what  extent  does  that  feeling  go  of  animosity  toward  the  Government 
for  this  alleged  discrimination  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  can  hardly  say ;  but  there  is  more  or  less  of  it  throughout  the 
State.  You  say  "animosity;"  I  should  rather  say  disaffection.  I  should  say  the  dis- 
tance between  disaffection  or  animosity  and  rebellion  was  very  great.  I  think  nobody 
contemplates  any  resistance  to  the  Government,  or  anything  of  that  sort;  but  there  is 
a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction. 

Question.  Does  it  manifest  itself  in  opposition  to  the  reconstruction  laws,  or  the  laws 
to  secure  the  civil  rights  of  the  colored  people? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  does.  It,  however,  produces  a,  great  deal  of  that 
bitterness  of  political  feeling  that  exists  in  the  State,  and  which  is  a  sort  of  instrument 
in  the  hands  of  bitter  demagogues,  who  are  hostile  to  the  party  in  power,  to  excite  the 
feelings  and  animosites  of  the  people. 

'  Question.  You  attribute  this  feeling,  then,  almost  entirely  to  the  fact  that  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  people,  by  a  constitutional  amendment,  has  prohibited  certain  white 
men  from  holding  offices  to  which  the  negroes  are  now  eligible? 

Atmver.  To  a  very  great  degree;  I  could  not  say  entirely  so,  because  I  could  not  say 
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that  I  knew  that  to  be  the  case ;  but  I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  to  a  very  consider- 
Bble  extent  it  may  be  attributed  to  that. 

Question.  That  is,  there  is  opposition  to  the  consequences  which  Congress  or  the  coun- 
try deemed  it  prudent  to  imi)ose  upon  them  for  participation  in  the  rebellion  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  the  newspaper  you  publish? 

Ansicer.  The  Old  North  State. 

Question.  Did  I  correctly  understand  you  to  say  that  you  were  an  unflinching  Union- 
ist during  the  late  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  I  was  better  known  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina  as  a 
Unionist  than  any  other  man  in  the  State.  I  think  the  whole  delegation  from  that 
State  in  Congress  here  will  corroborate  that  statement. 

Question.  And  that  was  always  your  position  ? 

Ans}ver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  held  that  position  both  during  and  since  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  wrote  and  spoke  with  great  boldness.  I  proclaimed  my  Union 
sentiments  everywhere.  In  the  legislature  of  the  State,  in  16()4,  I  made  a  speech  in 
favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  Union,  and  I  did  not  put  it  wholly  upon  the  ground  that 
the  confederacy  was  about  to  be  overthrown,  but  I  advocated  it  jjer  sc. 

Question.  You  luxve  spoken  of  the  case  of  a  man  named  Hardy.  You  say^that  he  was 
a  notoriously  bad  character  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  he  liad  come  there  and  had  cohabited  with  a  negro  woman? 

Ansicer.  And  had  married  her  under  a  license  from  the  military  authorities. 

Question.  Was  such  a  ninrriage  against  the  laws  of  the  State  at  that  time? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  I  tliink  it  was. 

Question.  With  what  i)olitical  party  did  this  man  Hardy  act  ? 

Answer.  Ho  acted  with  wliat  was  known  as  tlie  radical  wing  of  the  republican  party. 
We  sometimes  make  a  distinction  between  the  radicals  and  the  republicans.  His 
associations  were  almost  whftlly  with  the  colored  people. 

Question.  What  are  the  i)oliticsof  the  controlling  party  in  Rowan  County? 

Answer.  Democratic. 

Question.  Whom  did  this  man  Hardy  kill  ? 

Answer.  A  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Daniel  Shaver. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  of  position  ? 

Ansicer.  He  was  a  man  of  some  position,  and  his  brother  is  the  mayor  of  the  town, 
and  the  wealthiest  and  most  influential  man  in  the  county. 

Question.  And  a  democrat? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  man  was  tried  for  that  homicide  before  a  jury  of  Rowan 
County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  was  acquitted  of  murder,  and  convicted  of  manslaughter? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  And  the  ]>residing  judge,  in  consideration  of  the  mitigating  cir- 
cumstances, imposed  the  .slightest  j)ossil>le  ]>enalty. 

Question.  Who  was  the  judge  in  that  county? 

Answer.  Thejudgi'  of  the  same  judicial  elistrict. 

Question.  The  man  was  pardoned  by  Governor  Holdcn  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  after  his  pardon  this  barn-burning  commenced? 

Answer.  It  connnenced  again ;  it  had  existed  before. 

Question.  And  he  was  advised  to  go  away  from  that  community? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  any  man,  in-espectivo  of  party  or  r.ace,  obtain  fair  and  impartial  jus- 
tice under  the  laws  of  Nortli  Carolina,  in  tliat  ])art  of  the  State  where  you  reside? 

Answer.  He  can,  in  those  counties  which  I  have  mentioned.  I  cannot  speak  from 
personal  knowledge  of  any  of  the  other  counties.  The  portion  of  the  State  where  I 
reside  has  been  about  the  most  quiet  and  tlie  least  disturbed  of  all  tho  portions  of  the 
State,  especially  where  there  are  many  colored  persons. 

Question.  Did  I  correctly  understand  you  as  saying  that  if  the  civil  authorities  in 
Alamance  and  Ca.swell  had  been  diligent  in  the  prosecution  of  their  duty  there  would 
have  been  no  uecessitv  for  the  presence  of  a  military  force  to  put  down  the  disorders 
there  ? 

Answer.  What  I  said  was  this :  that  there  had  been  no  time  when  those  parties  could 
not  have  been  arrested  by  the  sherifi"  and  his  deputies,  on  a  civil  process  ;  whether  the 
Juries  would  hiive  combined  to  ]irotect  them  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Tliiit  fact  was  not  tested  in  consequence  of  the  remissness  of  those  whoso 
duty  it  was  to  prosecute? 
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Jnsivcr.  That  is  what  I  mean;  that  the  solicitor  did  not  send  hills  to  the  ccraud  jury 
And  that  I  attribute  to  the  remissness  of  the  governor  in  not  sending  one  of  the  coun- 
sel tliat  he  had  employed  in  prosecuting  the  cases  before  the  justices  of  the  supremo 
court. 

Question.  To  which  party  did  those  persons  belong  who  were  employed  by  the  gov- 
ernor ? 

Answer.  One  was  the  Honorable.  Nathaniel  Boyden,  formerly  a  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  from  that  State.  The  other  two  were  like  myself,  rather  independ- 
ent, but  had  voted  always  with  the  conservatives. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  of  the  reputation  of  Colonel  Kirk  ? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  of  Colonel  Kirk  save  what  has  been  stated  constantly 
through  the  newspapers.     I  never  have  met  him  so  as  to  make  his  acquaintance. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  is  his  general  repute  and  character  in  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  AVell,  it  is  not  good. 

Question.  State,  if  you  can,  what  is  his  repute  among  the  people  of  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  He  had  the  reputation  of  having  been  a  sort  of  freebooter  in  Tennessee  dur- 
ing the  war.     I  speak  of  general  newspaper  report  and  common  rumor. 

Question.  I  mean  his  common  reputation  iu  North  Carolina. 

Ansicer.  That  is  what  I  mean. 

Question.  Was  his  name  associated  with  any  acts  of  violence  or  lawlessness? 

Answer.  It  was.  It  w-as  alleged  that  he  had  committed  several  murders  during  the 
war. 

Question.  That  was  his  geucral  repute  with  the  i)eoj)le  of  North  Carolina  ? 

Ju.iwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  a  Tennessee  man,  I  believe. 

Answer.  I  believe  he  was  born  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  and  lived  there  in  in- 
fancy ;  but  he  was  raised  in  Tennessee,  and  had  lived  there  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
was  wholly  unknown  by  the  people  of  North  Carolina  as  a  North  Carolinian. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  when  he  was  brought  into  the  State  by  Governor  Holden,  and 
placed  at  the  head  of  this  militia? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  or  I'ather  I  should  say  the  mercenary  troops  he  raised. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  band  he  raised? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  describe  them.  They  were  said  to  have  been  gen- 
erally takeu  from  the  lowest  of  the  population  of  that  mountain  country ;  men  who  had 
hardly  any  clothes,  no  shoes,  no  hats,  and  Avho  went  into  the  service  with  the  expecta- 
tion of  making  something.     That  was  the  opinion,  very  freely  expressed. 

Question.  Were  they  from  Tennessee,  as  well  as  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  A  portion  of  them  were  understood  to  have  been  from  Tennessee. . 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  anything  of  his  lieutenant  colonel,  Bergen? 

Answer.  Only  in  North  Carolina ;  1  never  heard  of  him  before. 

Question.  Was  his  common  rejiutation  similar  to  that  of  Kirk  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  know  what  reputation  the  man  had  before  he  came  to 
North  Carolina. 

Question.  You  are  a  journalist? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  it  is  your  business  to  ascertain  the  news  of  the  State  for  the  purpose 
of  publication  / 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  rexmted  treatment  by  Kirk  of  those  jiersons  he  took  as 
prisoners  ? 

Answer.  Kirk's  reputed  treatment  of  the  men  he  took  as  prisoners  was  not  bad.  His 
lieutenant  colonel,  Bergen,  was  said,  and  doubtless  truly  said,  to  have  treated  them 
infamously  ;  to  have  hanged  them  up  to  extort  confessions  Ixom  them  ;  to  have  put 
them  in  jail,  &c. 

Question.  AVere  there  many  persons  so  tortured  by  Mm  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  three  or  four  instances  only.  I  could  only  say  that  I  had 
evidence  to  satisfy  me  of  three  or  four  such  cases. 

Question.  Y'ou  say  he  would  hang  them  up.     Describe  what  you  mean. 

Answer.  The  afiidavits  of  some  of  the  persons  who  had  been  hanged  were  read  before 
his  honor  Judge  Brooks,  of  the  federal  court,  in  my  presence,  in  which  they  described 
that  he  hanged  them  up  by  the  thumbs,  I  believe,  or  by  the  wrists ;  I  do  not  recollect 
distinctly  which  it  was. 

Question.  For  what  purxiose  ? 

Answer.  For  the  purpose  of  torturing  them  into  confessing  and  making  disclosures 
concerning  their  accomplices.  I  presume  their  affidavits  are  among  the  papers  filed 
here. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  hearing,  before  Judge  Brooks,  of  the  prisoners 
surrendered  l)y  Kirk  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  I  was  present  at  the  hearing  of  those  who  were  surrendered 
at  Salisbury. 
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Question.  How  many  of  them  were  there  ? 

Ansicer.  Perhaps  twenty  or  more. 

Question.  Was  there  any  evidence  brought  against  those  prisoners  to  warrant  their 
being  held  to  hail,  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  not.  Those  who  were  brought  before  Judge  Brooks  at 
Salisbury  were  all  Caswell  prisoners.  The  Alamance  prisoners,  against  whom  the 
evidence  was  elicited,  were  returned  before  Judge  Brooks,  at  Ealeigh.  I  was  not 
present  at  all  at  that  hearing. 

Question.  You  were  at  the  Salisbury  hearing  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  made  a  re]>ort  of  it  for  my  paper. 

Question.  You  say  there  was  no  evideucc  whatever  to  warrant  their  being  held  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  discharged  at  once  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  Was  Kirk  there  at  the  time  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him  there. 

Question.  You  liave  spoken  of  a  strong  feeling  of  political  Intterness  existing  in  cer- 
tain portions  of  that  State,  which  you  have  stated  arose,  in  your  opinion,  mainly  from 
the  fact  that  a  large  body  of  enlightened  and  iiilluential  men  in  the  community  were 
disfranchised  liy  the  provisions  of  the  fouiteeuth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  it  was  the  spectacle  of  the  frcedraeii,  their  former  slaves,  in  pos- 
session of  those  political  privileges  of  which  they  themselves  were  deprived,  that  was 
the  cause  of  their  jiolitical  bitterness  ? 

Ansirer.  To  a  very  considerable  extent,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  also  stated  that  probably  the  feeling  which  prompted  some  of 
these  outrages  among  the  lower  orders  grew  out  of  some  such  cause  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  your  belief? 

Answer.  Yes,  t^ir;  that  is  my  belief. 

Question.  Tiien  I  will  ask  you  what  you  believe  would  be  a  cure  for  the  outrages 
which  have  been  committed,  and  for  the  feeling  which  causexl  them? 

Answer.  I  think  the  legislation  wliidi  is  necessary,  as  that  which  will  tend  to  pro- 
dvice  a  belter  state  of  feeling,  is  this  :  You  must  have  observed  that  it  isditlieult  to  ex- 
ecute laws  where  the  public  sentiment  any  way  justilies  outrages  or  criminal  acts.  I 
think  a  general  amnesty  bill,  a  repeal  of  the  test  oath,  and  the  admission  into  Congress  of 
those  persyns  who  have  been  elected  Ity  the  people  to  represent  them,  would  do  moio 
to  restore  good  feeling,  and  a.s  a  consecpience  to  arouse  a  jniblic  feiiling  against  this 
lawlessness,  and  a  respect  for  the  Government,  than  auythiug  else  that  could  be  done. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  fact  of  there  being  tlisaffection  and  dissatisfaction 
among  the  people.  I  will  ask  you  whether  yon  bi'lieve  that  with  a  restoration  of 
privileges  there  would  be  a  strong  feeling  to  uphold  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  tendency  would  be  to  create  such  a  feeling,  and  to  strengthen 
it.  I  think  Hie  ettect  would  be  a  most  liai)j)y  one  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  in 
a  party  sense  I  lielieve  it  would  be  the  most  jKipular  thing  the  party  in  power  could 
do.  It  would  do  more  to  strengthen  such  a  feeling  than  anything  else.  However,  that 
is  foreign  to  this  imiuirv,  I  suppose. 

Quesiion.  Vou  havi' spoken  of  Union  Leagues;  do  these  associations  exist  generally 
throughout  the  State  / 

Answer.  They  did  at  one  time  exist  in  every  county  ;  but  I  think  they  have  fallen 
into  decay  to  a  great  extent,  as  I  think  the  otlicr  organization  has  to  a  very  consider- 
able extent.     There  may  be  a  county  or  two  which  is  an  excej)tion. 

Question.  Were  they  rival  organizations  of  the  same  character? 
.  Answer.  It  was  so  claimed  by  those  who  apologized  for  the  Ku-KIux.     It  was  claimed 
that  they  were  got  up  as  a  set-olf  to  th(!  Union  Leagues. 

Question.  Of  whom  were  the  Union  Leagues  generally  comjtosed  ? 

Answer.  They  were  composed  generally  of  all  the  members  of  the  republican  party. 
All  the  colored  ]>ersons  were  understood  to  be  members  of  it,  and,  I  think,  some  of  the 
most  respectable  men  of  the  State  who  belonged  to  the  republican  party  belonged  to 
the  Union  Li'agues.  Pretty  much  tluMMitire  party  were  connected  with  the  leagues. 
I  do  not  think,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  entire  conservative  or  democratic  party 
were  connected  with  any  secret  organization. 

Question.  Have  you,  or  not,  heard  from  members  of  the  democratic  party  as  severe 
denunciation  of  these  lawless  outrages  as  yon  have  from  any  other  source  ? 

Answer.  1  have  from  a  few  who  have  acted  with  that  party,  and  by  some  who,  you 
may  s;iy,  were  in  full  fellowship  with  it;  luit  there  was  a  disjiosition  to  apologize  to  a 
certain  extent,  on  the  part  of  the  democratic  ])aity,  for  these  outrages;  that  is,  1  should 
rather  say,  on  the  part  of  a  portion  of  it.     1  do  not  mean  to  say  all  of  it,  or  half  of  it. 
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My  own  paper  aud  one  or  two  others  were  the  only  ones  that  denounced  them ;  or 
there  were  several  others  that  denounced  them,  but  mine  was  more  severe  than  any 
other. 

Question.  The  last  election  held  in  North  Carolina,  was  it,  in  your  opinion,  fair  or- 
derly, and  peaceable  ? 

Anmrr.  It  was,  except  in  those  two  counties  that  were  declared  to  he  in  insurrection, 
and  where  troops  were  stationed. 

Question.  When  you  say  troops  you  mean  Kirk's  militia  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  there  were  also  some  United  States  troops  in  Caswell 
County.     I  never  have  seen  a  freer  or  fairer  election  in  That  State. 

Question.  Every  man  had  his  right  to  vote  unobstructed,  black  or  white  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  black  or  white.  There  are  a  great  many  colored  i^eople  in  Rowan 
County,  and  they  voted  as  free  and  unmolested  as  any  other  class  of  citizens.  I  was 
there  on  the  day  of  election,  aud  can  say  that  from  my  own  knowledge  and  observation. 

Question.  Were  there  many  depredations  committed  by  Kirk's  band  while  they  were 
in  Caswell  aud  Alamance  Counties  upon  property  as  well  as  persons  ?  ■> 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  know  anything  about  their  tlepredations  upon  property 
in  those  counties.  I  do  not  recollect  any  reports ;  but  if  I  ever  knew  anything,  it  was 
from  reports. 

Question.  You  gathered  it  as  news? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  remember  any  now.  The  troops,  as  they  were  coming 
down  the  western  road  on  their  way  to  Alanuince,  behaved  very  badly  at  Salisbury. 

Question.  You  mean  Kirk's  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  do? 

Ansicer.  They  were  sent  by  Kirk  up  town  for  a  prominent  citizen  who  was  connected 
with  the  railroad  there.  As  they  came  along  by  the  Mansion  House,  a  hotel  kept  by  two 
as  law-loving  men  as  can  be  found  anywhere,  and  as  they  got  opjjosite  the  window  of 
the  dining-room,  which  was  on  the  first  lioor,  the  window  opening  to  the  sidewalk,  one 
of  them  fired  a  pistol  into  the  pavement  and  exclaimed,  "I  have  been  shot  at  from  the 
window."  The  guests  were  then  at  dinner,  and  a  number  of  the  troops  ran  and  thrust 
their  guas  with  their  bayonets  in  the  window,  and  frightened  the  women  and  children 
aud  everybody  else  from  the  table.  These  facts  were  related  to  me  hy  quite  a  number 
of  men  of  whose  truthfulness  I  have  no  doubt  at  all.  They  said  it  was  a  feigned  shot 
tii'ed  by  the  man  himself. 

Question.  Was  it  generally  considered  by  the  people  of  those  counties  that  the  presence 
of  these  men  of  Kirk's  was  beneficial  to  the  good  order  aud  safety  of  the  commnnity, 
or  me  contrary  ? 

Answer.  The  general  opinion  was  the  contrary.  The  sending  of  Federal  troops  there 
would  have  created  no  apprehensions  at  all  in  the  minds  of  our  people,  because  thej^ 
are  under  thorough  discipline.  They  have  no  dread  of  Federal  troops.  Theii'  dread  ot 
these  men  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  they  were  a  set  of  desperadoes,  with  little  or  no 
discipline. 

By  the  Chairjiax  : 

Question.  Is  your  paper  an  organ  of  the  conservative  party  iu  your  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  it  is  an  independent  paper ;  particularly  so.  i^ 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  killing  of  the  brother  of  the  mayor  being  done 
under  great  provocation  ;  what  was  the  provocation  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  I  can  recollect  all  the  circumstances  distinctly,  nor  how 
the  quarrel  commenced.  Shaver  had  a  big  stick  raised  in  a  striking  attitude,  under 
such  circumstauces  that  Hardy  might  reasonably  have  apprehended  that  Shaver  would 
hit  him  aud  kill  him  with  it. 

Question.  I  suppose  the  ground  of  defense  was  that  he  took  Shaver's  life  to  save  his 
own? 

Answer.  That  was  the  defense  set  np.  There  had  been  no  previous  quarrel,  and  it 
was  alleged  to  be  a  case  of  excusable  homicide,  or  of  manslaughter,  and  the  jmy  found 
a  verdict  of  manslaughter. 

Question.  Shaver  approached  him  without  previous  provocation,  and  he  defended 
himself  to  escape  death  or  gTcat  bodily  harm  ?  * 

Answer.  I  think  so.  Shaver  was  in  a  barber  shop  when  Hardy  entered,  and  the  quar- 
rel commenced  on  Hardy's  entrance  into  the  shop. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  Colonel  Kirk's  reputation ;  did  you  or  not  hear  of  this 
reputation  principally  from  persons  who  had  been  arrested,  or  from  j)ersons  who  sym- 
X)athized  with  or  palliated  the  proceedings  of  the  Ku-Klux  ?  » 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  the  rej)utation  he  had  before  he  was  called  there  to  com- 
mand these  troops.  He  had  been  at  the  head  of  some  Union  troops  iu  Western  North 
Carolina  about  the  close  of  the  war.  In  that  way  there  had  been  a  general  report 
spread  about  him. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  any  of  these  chartres  ? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world ;  I  do  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  them. 
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Qnfiftion.  "Were  not  these  charges  made  principally  by  persons  who  were  in  oppositiou 
to  Governor  Holden  in  that  State? 

Auncer.  "Well,  I  heard  them  before  Holden  became  governor. 

Question.  I  speak  of  what  he  did  when  he  was  there ;  were  not  the  charges  mado 
against  him  l)y  persons  in  ojipositiou  to  Governor  Holden  ? 

Ansuer.  Yes,  sir ;  generally  so. 

Question.  "Were  yon  yourself  in  opposition  to  the  governor's  proceeding? 

Ansiver.  I  was;  l)ut  I  would  not  have  been  in  opposition  to  jiroceedings  taken  in  a 
proper  form.  If,  for  instance.  Governor  Holden  had  sent  for  a  company  of  I'uited 
States  troops,  or  if  hi-  had  called  ont  a  company  of  militia  properly  detailed  from  the 
State,  nnder  command  of  a  respectable  man,  and  used  them  only  as  constables,  to  assist 
the  civil  officers  in  the  execution  of  civil  process,  and  made  arrests  bj'^  civil  process 
instead  of  militarj',  I  would  have  sustained  him. 

Question.  You  believed,  then,  that  military  force  was  necessary  in  those  counties,  but 
yon  objected  to  the  character  of  the  military  forces  he  sent. 

An^iriw.  No,  sir  ;  that  is  not  my  ojiiuion.  I  have  stated  that  I  believed  civil  process 
could  have  Iteen  executed.  Still,  if  the  goveinor  had  believed  it  was  necessary  to  send 
the  militia  there,  and  l)ad  used  them  only  to  execute  civil  process,  I  would  not  have 
objected,  because  that  was  d  matter  on  which  two  equally  honest  men  might  dift'er 
until  the  trial  was  made. 

Queslion.  You  have  s])oken  of  eourmon  report  that  Colonel  Kirk  had  been  guilty  of 
wrongs  in  North  Carolina;  were  not  numerous  persons  in  Caswell  and  Alamance 
Counties  charged  wiili  liaviug  cdnimitted  outragi's  there  ? 

Answer.  The  Ku-Klnx  th(  if,  I  Ijelieve,  conunitt(d  scune  murders.  For  instance,  Out- 
law was  hung  and  I'uryear  was  drowned  ;  those  acts,  I  believe,  were  committed  by  the 
Ku-Klux. 

Queslion.  If  any  man  connected  with  that  organization  was  called  on  to  give  a  state- 
ment in  regard  to  Kirk  or  anybody  els*'  favorable  to  the  su]>i)ression  of  their  operations, 
would  you.  from  your  knowledge  of  their  organization,  believe  such  a  man  under  oatli 
in  regard  to  their  nansacti<nis  f 

AnsH-cr.  Well,  .sir,  unless  he  was  corroborated,  I  should  certainly  take  his  statement 
with  some  <legrec  of  allowance. 

Queslion.  Do  you,  or  not,  believe  that  members  of  that  organization  aie  bound  by  oath 
to  acquit  each  other  in  case  of  charges  made  against  them  ? 

Answer.  The  evidence  taken  in  these  iuvestigation  that  have  been  made,  which  is 
all  that  I  have,  shows  it  to  be  such. 

Queslion.  Does  that  satisfy  you  that  it  is  so  ? 

Ansuer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  believe  it  did  ;  and  I  think  I  so  stated  in  my  own  papei'.  That,  I 
believe,  is  the  character  I  gave  of  the  organization  in  those  counties. 

Queslion.  In  regard  to  the  necessity,  in  your  belii-f,  of  legislation  to  remove  disabili- 
ties, do  not  persons  who  take  that  ground  hold  also  that  those  who  took  part  in  the 
rebellion  were  not  guilty  of  treason  to  this  (Government  ? 

Anstrcr.  Not  all  of  them.  North  Carolina  was  never  a  secession  State  ;  it  was  .a  whig 
St:ite,  and  there  were  a  great  many  democrats  who  did  not  believe  in  the  doctrine  of 
the  right  rif  secession.  Chancellor  Rullin,  though  a  democrat,  did  not  believe  in  it. 
I  do  not  think  there  was  ever  at  any  time  more  than  one-third  of  the  i)eople  of  our 
State,  and  perhai>s  a  nuich  smaller  number,  that  were  prepared  to  indorse  the  doctrine 
of  secession. 

Qufsiion.  I  am  speaking  of  their  position  now.  Do  not  a  large  portion  of  the  people 
who  make  com|daints  of  the  colored  man  having  rights  which  they  have  not  take  the 
ground  that  those  who  went  into  the  rebellion  were  not  guilty  of  treason  against  the 
Government  ? 

Answer.  All  those  who  believ(>d  in  the  right  of  secession  took  that  ground,  and  if 
their  doctrine  was  true,  it  would  follow  that  they  were  not  guilty. 

Queslion.  Do  tliey  not  also  take  the  ground  that  the  Government  ought  not  to  have 
intlicted  any  jtunishmeut,  either  by  way  of  disfranchisement  or  any  other  mode,  against 
those  jjcrsons .' 

AnswiT.  Some  of  them  do;  some  of  them,  however,  say,  while  they  believed  in  the 
doctrine  of  secession,  the  Government  held  otherwise,  and  as  the  Government  has  tri- 
umphed, it  has  established  its  theory,  and  therefore  they  recognize  the  right  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  impose  terms;  still,  a  large  number  hold  otherwise. 

Quexlion.  Do  you  believe  that  the  removal  of  the  restriction  on  eligibility  to  ofiBco 
would  make  good  citizens  of  those  that  hold  that  ground  ? 

Answer.  With  a  large  number  of  thi  in  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  mollify  their  feel- 
ings. I  am  (Lonvinced  that  a  bill  of  general  anniesty — I  will  not  say  universal,  l)ecanse 
there  may  be  classes  that  it  would  be  well  enough  to  exclude  longer — a  geiu^ral  am- 
nesty act,  with  a  very  few  excejited  classes,  Avould  be  satisfactory  to  most  persons. 

Queslion.  Were  there  any  acts  of  viohnce,  that  you  are  aware  of,  committed  by  mem- 
Dcrs  of  the  Union  League,  or  in  pursuance  of  its  proceedings? 

Answer.  There  were  a  gieat  many,  I  believe,  committed  by  members  <?f  the  Uuioo 
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League,  but  I  have  never  seeu  auy  satisfactory  evidence  that  it  Avas  carrying  out  the 
orders  or  decrees  of  auy  league. 

Question.  Tlicre  were  instances  of  individual  violence? 

Answer:  Yes,  sir ;  a  number  of  such  cases  as  that,  but  it  never  was  proven  to  my  sat- 
isfaction that  the  parties  acted  in  pursuance  of  aiiy  order  or  decree  of  the  League. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  the  existence  of  these  secret  political  organizations,  with- 
out regard  to  the  party  to  which  they  belong,  has  a  tencleucy  to  create  an  irritation 
among  the  people  politically,  and  lead  to  outrages  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  do  think  it  would  be  better  if  both  organizations  were  to 
cease  to  exist.  The  colored  people  all  joined  these  leagues,  and  they  met  once  a  week 
immediately  after  the  adop«tion  of  the  reconstruction  acts.  Then  they  were  harangued 
frequently  l3y  some  white  persons  who  endeavored  to  inflame  them  for  the  purpose  of 
consolidating  them  against  the  white  race,  in  consequence  of  which  there  was  created 
too  much  hostility  between  the  two  races ;  or  such  was  the  popular  belief. 

Question.  On  the  other  side  the  privileges  of  the  colored  people  were  made  the  means 
of  exciting  the  white  people  against  them  ? 

Ansiier.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  has  been  unfortunate  for  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
that  either  organization  ever  had  an  existence,  and  I  think  it  probable  that  if  the 
league  had  never  had  an  existence  the  other  organization  would  not  have  existed.  I 
do  not  give  a  positive  opinion  aljout  that,  however.  The  existence  of  the  league  is 
always  spoken  of  to  palliate  or  justify  the  other. 

Question.  Have  the  members  of  the  league  ever  made  any  concealment  of  their  belong- 
ing to  it  ? 
■    Ansivei:  I  think  not. 

Question.  Do  they  hold  public  meetings? 

Anstver.  No;  their  meetings  were  not  jmblic,  they  were  always  in  private;  but  it  was 
very  Avell  known  that  they  held  their  meetings. 

Question.  Did  they  avow  themselves  in  public  as  members  of  the  league  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  them  avow  themselves. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  etforts  being  made  to  keep  voters  from  the  election, 
before  the  day  of  election  ? 

Answer.  I  tlo  not.  In  those  four  or  five  immediate  counties  of  which  I  have  spoken 
I  am  sure  no  fairer  election  can  have  been  conceived  than  was  held  there. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  transaction  in  the  town  of  Salisbury,  I  suppose  it  was  a 
question  of  dispute  between  the  troops  and  the  iieoplc  at  the  hotel.  You  have  no 
knowledge  as  to  the  fact  ? 

Ansfver.  I  have  not ;  but  a  number  of  gentlemen  who  witnessed  it  all  made  the  state- 
ment. 

Question.  As  to  the  men  in  the  militia,  do  you  speak  from  personal  knowledge  of 
them,  or  from  the  reputation  given  to  them  by  the  community  in  which  you  live  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  reputation  given  to  them  by  those  who  saw  them  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  I  live,  as  well  as  in  some  other  communities ;  for  I  was  frequently  on 
the  railroad  and  saw  men  in  other  parts  of  the  State. 

Question.  It  was  well  luiderstood,  was  it  not,  that  the  men  in  Alamance  County,  who 
were  charged  with  those  outrages,  were  very  rough  material  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  many  of  those  charged  were  among  the  most  respectable  people  of 
the  country.  I  am  abundantly  satisfied  that  in  Caswell  County  a  great  many  were 
charged  and  arrested  who  were  really  innocent,  though  I  believe  there  were  many 
guilty  ones  in  Alamance  County. 

Question.  The  men  who  were  charged  with  committing  the  outrages  in  Alamance 
County,  were  very  rough  material  ? 

Answer.  They  were  supposed  to  be  so  from  the  fact  that  the  outrages  were  committed. 

Question.  It  would  be  hard  to  class  any  very  respectable  citizens  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  parties  Avbo  dicl  the  whipping  and  conunitted  other  outrages 
in  Alamance  County  were  ferreted  out;  but  the  iuvestigatiou  of  the  murder  of  Stevens 
in  Caswell  County  failed  to  give  any  clue  at  all  to  the  perpetrators,  while  I  think  it 
disclosed  Avho  Avere  the  perpetrators  in  Alamance  County  of  numerous  other  outrages. 
The  evidence  did  not  disclose  any  secret  organization  in  Caswell  County,  Avhile  it 
]U"OA'-ed  them  abundantly  in  Orange,  Alamance,  and  Chatham  Counties. 

Question.  The  belief  is  general  that  the  outrages  Avere  perpetrated,  and  that  Avhen 
perpetrated  they  are  beyond  the  poAver  of  the  civil  tribunals. 

Answer.  That  is  the  opinion  of  a  great  many  persons ;  I  cannot  say  it  is  uuiA'crsal  at 
all.    I  came  to  that  conclusion. 

Question.  That  is  your  own  belief? 

Answer.  That  is  my  oavu  belief  in  reference  to  the  organizations  as  they  existed  in 
Orange,  Alamance,  and  Chatham  Counties. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  HaA-e  you  any  knowledge  that  acts  of  A'iolence,  such  as  Avhippings,  and  other 
things  of  that  kind,  have  been  i^erpetrated  at  any  time  by  colored  men  in  disguise  ? 
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Answer.  Well,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge.  I  have  lieard  others  speak  of  two  or 
three  instances  where  they  believed  that  colored  men  had  done  it  on  the  credit  of  the 
Ku-Klus.  I  have  also  heard  an  opinion  expressed  by  men  who  have  recognized  the 
existence  of  the  Ku-Klux  and  all  its  outrages,  that  other  outrages  were  committed,  taking 
vengeance  upon  enemies  in  the  name  of  the  Kii-Klux  and  under  its  disguise.  I  be- 
lieve, myself,  that  there  have  been  a  number  of  such  cases;  I  believe  a  great  many 
outrages  are  charged  uxiou  the  Ku-Klux  falsely  ;  it  must  necessarily  be  so. 

Question.  Outrages  committed  by  parties  for  their  own  ends  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Sometimes  it  assumes  a  sort  of  right  of  social  regulation  over  no- 
torious characters,  for  the  purpose  of  punishing  the  keepers  of  low  brothels  in  the 
country.  Bad  women  have  sometimes  had  their  houses  torn  down  by  men  under  this 
sort  of  disguise,  when  really  there  was  nothing  political  in  it.  They  fi'equently  go 
abroad  to  the  world  as  Ku-Klus  outrages  when  they  are  not  such.  Mauy,  I  believe, 
have  gone  abroad  as  Ku-Klux  outrages  when  they  were  committed  for  a  different  pur- 
pose, under  the  guise  and  in  the  name  of  the  order. 

Question.  Do  you  derive  your  information  that  the  negroes  were  in  disguise  who  com- 
mitted acts  of  this  character  from  republican  sources  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  I  heard  a  republican  once  give  the  opinion  that  there  hadbeen  an  in- 
stance or  two  of  colored  persons,  even. 

Qticstion.  Were  they  committed  upon  colored  people? 

Ansiver.  I  think  they  were. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  By  individuals  or  bands? 

Answer.  Well,  very  small  bands ;  two,  three,  or  four  persons.  Some  feud  had  existed 
among  them,  and  they  assumed  this  disguise. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  the  existeuce  of  the  organization  not  only  brings  upon 
the  connuunity  its  own  outrages,  but  also  gives  to  bad  men  of  both  parties  an  oppor- 
tunity to  conunit  other  outrages  in  its  name? 

Answer.  It  has  afforded  a  cloak,  and  outrages  by  both  parties  upon  both  races  have 
been  committed  in  its  name,  I  think. 

Question.  By  individuals  who  use  that  cloak  to  conceal  their  crimes  ? 

Answer,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  know  of  no  organized  movement,  however,  for  that  purpose? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  save  the  half  dozen  individuals  who  specially  baoded  for  that  par- 
ticular purpose.    I  state  this  ouly  on  the  information  received  from  others. 

• 

Wasiiixgton,  D.  C,  Feiniary  2,  1871. 
George  W.  Nason,  jr.,  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  CiiAimiAN : 

Question.  State  your  residence  and  occupation. 

Ansu-er.  I  reside  in  Newbern,  North  Carolina;  I  am  postmaster  and  editor  and  pub 
lisher  of  the  Republican  and  Courier. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  that  State  ? 

Answer.  I  went  there  with  General  Burnside  on  the  14th  of  March,  1862,  and  have 
been  there  ever  since. 

Question.  What  opportunities  have  you  of  knowing  the  condition  of  the  S^ate  as  to 
the  security  of  life  aud  i)roiMTty  among  the  people? 

Ausiver.  My  ojiportunities  are  only  general.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  see  the 
Ku-Klux  personally  except  on  oui;  oet-asiou.  I  have  HvimI  iu  the  city,  aud  have  bad  no 
opportunity  to  know  what  has  been  going  ou  by  actual  observation  as  I  would  if  I  had 
been  in  the  country. 

Question.  Have  you  any  other  knowledge  than  that  derived  from  your  position  as  pub- 
lic oflicer  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  men  disguised  in  the  State  ou  one  occasion. 

Question.  Where  ? 

Answer.  It  was  in  Jones  County. 

Question.  Under  Avhat  circumstances? 

Answer.  I  was  coming  from  Pollookville,  from  a  plantation  in  which  I  had  an  interest 

Question.  In  the  day  time  or  night? 

Answer.  In  the  day  time. 

Question.  In  what  manner  were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Their  faces  were  disguised — masked  so  that  you  would  not  know  who  they 
vrere. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  their  errand  was  ? 

Answer.  At  the  tinu.'  I  saw  them  there  was  a  party  of  some  six  or  seven  disguised  men ; 
npon  our  approach  they  turned  oif  into  the  woods  aud  left.  We  were  near  enough  to 
them,  however,  to  know  they  were  disguised,  aud  from  the  deiiredatious  that  occurred  in 
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tliat  vicinity  directly  before  and  afterward  we  were  satisfied  that  tliey  were  done  by 
these  parties. 

Question.  Whatever  facts  you  have  bearing  upon  the  question  of  the  security  of  life 
and  proi)erty  in  the  State  give  them  to  us  briefly. 

Ansivei'.  I  tliink  there  is  very  little  security  for  property  belonging  to  republicans 
there,  especially  if  they  take  any  active  part  iu  i)olitics.  There  is  danger  of  their  prop- 
erty being  destroyed.  The  general  feeling  toward  republicans  there  is  very  bad,  and  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  Ku-Klux  could  not  exist  there  a  moment  were  it  not  for  the  coun- 
tenance and  aid  they  receive  from  democrats,  or  men  who  are  opposed  to  republicans. 
Question.  Upon  what  evidence  do  you  make  that  statement? 

Answer.  I  make  it  from  ]>ersonal  conversation  with  those  men.  I  have  heard  them 
make  statements.  When  those  outrages  were  spoken  of  democrats  would,  by  their  talk 
and  conversation,  sanction  them.  They  would  say  it  was  good  enough  for  the  damned 
sons  of  bitches— use  such  language  as  that.  A  great  many  remarks  of  that  kind  were 
made  by  persons  sympathizing  with  them. 
Question.  Any  other  evidence  ? 

Answer.  General  observation.     These  things  were  going  on  all  the  while. 
Question.  Give  the  names  of  the  persons  Avho  made  such  remarlcs  to  you. 
Answer.  These  are  general  remarks  indulged  iu  by  the  whole  population  there  opposed 
to  the  republicans. 

Question.  What  we  desire  is  to  get  at  the  true  state  of  things.  Give  us,  if  you  can, 
the  names  of  a  few  of  the  leading  men  who  took  that  position  f 

Answer.  I  am  sorry  Senator  Wilson  has  just  left,  for  I  Avauted  him  to  hear  my  state- 
ment. He  was  down  there  in  18G7,  I  think,  and  at  the  time  a  ]irominent  democrat  took 
occasion  to  be  introduced  to  him.  He  pretended  how  loyal  they  were,  and  how  thor- 
oughly they  were  subdued,  and  willing  to  submit  to  the  reconstruction  measures ;  but 
the  sound  of  the  train  that  took  him  from  town  had  not  died  away  when  they  cursed 
him  the  same  as  they  did  all  the  rest,  and  said  they  would  like  to  have  a  roj)e  around 
the  damned  old  scoundrel's  neck. 

Question.  Give  us  the  iiaraes  of  some  of  these  menj  we  desire  to  lay  the  truth  before 
the  country,  let  it  help  or  hurt  whom  it  may. 

Answer.  John  D.  Flanner.  His  disabilities  have  uot  been  removed  ;  he  has  worked 
very  hard  to  have  them,  and  cursed  Colonel  Heaton,  the  member  of  Congress,  because 
he  did  not  get  them  removed. 

Question.  If  there  are  any  other  facts  within  your  knowledge  beai-ing  upon  this  sub- 
ject give  them  briefly. 

Answer.  I  do  uot  think  of  them  now.  These  things  are  going  on  constantly,  and  re- 
publicans have  no  secuiity  if  they  take  part  iu  politics.  Their  barns  and  gin-houses 
are  burned.  It  is  a  common  thing.  A  barn  and  gin-house  were  burued  in  Onslow 
County. 

Question.  Is  that  the  feeling  expressed  by  persons  throughout  the  State  ? 
Answer.  I  think  it  is,  very  generally.  It  seems  to  be  the  determination  to  run  out  of 
the  State  the  carpet-baggers,  as  they  tei^m  them — that  is,  the  republicans.  There  ai'e 
some  few  northern  men  there  who  are  democrats ;  they  are  welcome ;  they  are  glad  to 
see  them  there  ;  but  wh('U  a  northern  man  is  a  republican  they  have  a  hatred  against 
him,  and  desire  to  get  him  out  of  the  place.    That  i.s  the  general  feeling. 

Question.  Does  this  feeling  find  its  expression  among  the  people  at  large  outside  of 
those  who  take  an  active  part  in  politics,  or  is  it  confined  to  men  who  are  not  active 
in  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  think  nearly  the  whole  xjopulation  that  arc  not  republicans  sympa+hize 
with  such  movements,  with  very  few  exceptions. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  are  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Republican  and  Courier? 

A  nswer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  established  the  paper  in  1867 ;  1  also  established  the  Daily  Times. 

Question.  Your  paper  acts  with  the  rei)ublicau  party  iu  that  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  speak  of  a  gin-house  and  barn  being  burned  iu  Onslow  County ;  when 
was  that  ? 

Ansu^er.  Week  before  last,  before  I  started  from  home. 

Question.  Have  you  knowledge  of  the  cii'cnmstances  ? 

Answer.  The  man  who  owned  them  told  me  since  that  he  had  abundant  reasons  to 
believe  that  they  were  burned  by  these  desperadoes  on  account  of  his  being  a  northern 
man  and  a  republican. 

Question.  Did  he  state  any  facts,  or  simply  his  suspicions? 

AnsH-er.  Ho  said  he  knew  they  were  burned  by  them.  I  have  received  some  threat- 
ening letters  since  I  have  been  there  ;  I  do  not  know  who  from.  I  do  not  know  as  it 
is  worth  Avhile  to  mention  them.  I  cannot  say  they  came  from  dinnocrats.  only  from 
the  tone  of  them,  threatening  mo  if  I  d.are  to  put  forth  republican  sentiments  as  I  havo 
done ;  threatening  my  life  ou  several  occasions. 
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Question.  Do  you  Loldly  express  your  opiuious  ? 

Ansicer.  I  flo. 

Question.  Aud  denounce  these  men  ? 

Answer.  I  do  to  their  face  as  well  as  their  back.  It  don't  make  any  difference  who 
they-  are  ;  if  I  think  a  man  is  wrong  I  tell  him  so. 

Question.  Where  is  this  property  that  you  own  in  the  interior  of  the  country  ?  Is  it 
a  farm  ? 

Answer.  That  was  a  leased  plantation.  I  own  real  estate  in  Craven  and  Carteret 
Counties — in  three  different  counties. 

Question.  You  continue  to  hold  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  my  land. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  what  was  called  the  Lenoir  County  trials  ? 

Answer.  I  was  there  myself  or  my  partner  all  the  time  reporting  the  trial.  I  have 
the  report  in  my  hand. 

QuesUon.  That  report  is  given  in  the  President's  message  ? 

Answer.  A  portion  of  it. 

Qtiestion.  Are  your  statements  here  derived  from  information  ohtained  in  that  way 
also  ? 

Answer.  Part  of  my  statements  are  from  personal  observation  and  jiart  ii'om  these 
examinations. 

Question.  Wherever  the  Ku-Klux  organizations  exist  and  outrages  are  committed  by 
them,  do  you  believe  that  redress  can  be  obtained  in  that  community  through  the 
civil  courts  ? 

Answer.  1  am  satisfied  that  very  many  civil  officers  do  not  dare  to  do  their  duty,  and 
in  other  cases  the  civil  authorities  are  in  sympathy  with  them.  I  know  in  some  cases 
men  have  been  arrested  for  these  offenses  and  acquitted  when  it  was  almost  positive 
xhiit  they  were  guilty. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  3, 1871. 
T.  F.  Lee  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  CiiAir.MAN : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live,  and  what  is  your  profession  or  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  live  in  Raleigh,  Wake  County,  North  Carolina,  and  I  am  the  sheriff  of 
that  county. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  North  Carolina 

Ansiver.  About  six  years. 

Question.  lias  your  position  as  sheriff  of  that  county  enabled  you  to  ascertain  what 
is  the  state  of  security  of  person  and  jnoperty  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  has  to  (putc  an  extent. 

Question.  Will  you  go  on  an<l  give  us,  as  briolly  and  as  connectedly  as  you  can,  the 
facts  which  enable  you  to  form  an  ()i)inion  on  that  subject? 

Answer.  From  the  iirst  compact  organization  of  the  republican  party  in  the  State  of 
North  Caroliuia,  in  1808,  the  feeling  of  prejudice  against  the  party  was  very  strong, 
and  it  extended  to  almost  (^very  part  of  the  state,  and  in  every  business  and  condition 
of  society.  A  man  dillering  in  political  sentiment  from  the  old  inhabitants  there,  was 
to  a  great  extent  ostracised  in  his  business,  and  almost  excluded  from  society. 

By  Mr.  Bayai!!)  : 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  "the  old  inhabitants?" 

Answer.  I  mean  Avhat  is  called  tlie  best  society  in  the  country,  the  only  society  there 
of  the  inti?lligent  and  edueate<l  ])ortion  of  onr  conimunKy,  who  were  old  whigs  aud 
democrats.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  of  them  who  came  inside  of  the  republican 
jiarty,  a  man  there  who  was  a  republican  had  no  associations  whatever;  he  aud  bis 
family  were  cut  off  from  all  society. 

In  the  latter  part  of  18GS  the  organization  of  the  Kn-Klux  was  commenced  ;  that  is, 
the  first  positive  infovmation  I  had  of  it  was  in  the  latter  part  of  18G8,  and  in  my  opin- 
ion that  organization  has  been  growing  stronger  from  that  time  to  this,  until  at  the 
present  time  tlieri^  is,  in  my  humble  o])inion,  very  little  security  for  any  man, 
Avhite  or  colored,  who  is  a  republican,  to  obtain  justice  in  any  capacity  where  he  is 
brought  iK'fore  the  courts  there.  I  have  myself  seen  a  great  many  instaiices  where  I 
felt  i)Ositive  of  that.  On  three  occasions  I  know  of  colored  persons  in  my  county  hav- 
ing been  whipped.  I  knew  well  the  cf)lored  persons  who  were  wliipiied.  One  was  an 
old  man  of  the  name  of  Squire  Sorrell ;  he  was  whipped  unmercifully,  so  that  for  five 
or  six  days  he  could  not  leave  his  little  cabin.  ]I(!  then  went  to  the  neighboring  mag- 
istrates of  that  county,  and  even  the  magistrates  of  that  metropolitan  county  were 
afraid  to  issue  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  tliree  parties  who  were  identified  by  him. 
They  advised  him  to  come  to  Raleigh  and  see  me.    He  came  there,  and  1  saw  hiui.  The 
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marks  of  the  stripes  wore  very  plauly  visible  ou  his  hack  at  the  time.  He  was  au  old 
mau,  over  72  years  of  age.  I  could  hardly  believe  that  they  would  trouble  an  old  ruau 
like  him.  I  obtaiued  the  warrants  from  the  mayor  of  the  city,  and  weut  for  the  parties 
and  arrested  them.  The  excuse  which  what  are  called  "  the  good  people"  of  that  sec- 
tion, the  industrious,  prosperous  farmers,  gave  for  the  commission  of  that  outrage,  was 
that  this  old  man  was  living  with  a  white  woman,  a  girl  of  about  20  years  of  age ;  that 
ho  was  whipped  for  doing  such  a  thing  as  that  and  neglecting  a  very  worthy  woman, 
his  wife.  They  all  spoke  very  well  of  his  wife.  Mrs.  Penuington,  the  mother  of  one 
of  those  the  old  man  identitied,  told  me  that  he  deserved  everything  that  he  had  got 
for  deserting  his  wife.  I  said,  "  Mrs.  Penniugton,  you  give  a  very  high  character  to  the 
old  fellow's  wife  for  sobriety,  industry,  and  everything  of  that  kind;  are  you  aware 
that  the  band  who  whipped  the  old  man  made  his  wife  strip  and  dance  a  jig  for  them 
in  the  cabin,  and  slie  had  to  jump  from  the  window  and  escape  from  them  in  the  dark- 
ness ?"  That  rather  set  Mrs.  Pennington  back  ;  she  could  hardly  believe  that.  But 
the  old  colored  woman  swore  to  it  before  the  court.  She  and  her  husband,  and  I  think 
her  little  girl,  ideutilied  those  three  parties  ;  swore  to  them  xiositively.  One  of  the  par- 
ties was  named  Penniugton,  one  was  named  Sorrell,  and  one  was  named  Chapell. 
They  were  sworn  to  as  having  been  three  of  a  party  of  eight  or  ten  who  had  taken  the 
old  man  out  and  whipped  him.  When  the  trial  came  ou  they  brought  forward  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  of  "  the  good  citizens,"  so  called  in  that  community,  to  testify  that 
the  Saturday  the  old  man  was  whipped  they  were  some  distance  oh',  so  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  them  to  have  been  in  the  neighborhood  when  the  old  man  was  whipped ; 
perfectly  imi)ossible,  according  to  the  evidence  of  the  men  who  proved  an  alibi  for  the 
parties.  That  is  the  usual  course  in  all  the  cases  where  parties  are  identified.  They 
bring  forward,  on  every  occasion,  a  great  many  of  what  are  called  good  citizens,  to 
prove  an  alibi. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 

Qucsfion.  Were  those  three  defendants  and  their  witnesses  members  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  which  you  speak? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so,  though  I  do  not  know  positively.  All  the  party  engaged  in 
the  whipping  were  disguised,  but  in  the  case  of  one  of  them  he  was  recognized  by  his 
head-gear  falling  off. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  :  ^ 

Question.  Was  it  in  the  night-time  ? 
Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qucsiion.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  the  truth  of  the  charge  made  against  the  old 
man  of  living  with  a  white  girl  ? 

Ansiccr.  There  was  no  foundation  whatever  for  the  charge.  The  idea  of  an  old  feeblo 
colored  man  of  seventy-two  living  with  a  white  girl  of  twenty  is  so  absurd  that  no 
man  would  think  of  anything  of  the  kind,  exccxit  those  who  trumped  it  wp  as  an  excuse 
for  the  outrage. 

Qucsiion.  liad  anything  of  the  kind  been  heard  before  the  old  man  was  whipj)ed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  To  Avhat  do  you  attribute  the  fiiilure  to  convict  the  parties  ? 

Answer.  It  is  very  lilain.  A  distinct  alibi  was  proved  by  the  witnesses,  who  testified 
that  the  young  men  were  some  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  away  at  that  very  moment. 

Qucsiion.  How  was  the  jury  in  that  case  constituted  ? 

Anstccr.  In  the  same  way  that  all  juries  arc  drawn  in  the  State.  The  law  provides 
that  jurors  shall  be  selected  from  the  tax-payers  of  the  county.  The  county  commis- 
sioners take  the  tax  list,  and  from  them  select  tliose  they  deem  comiietent  to  be  jurors. 

Question.  That  is  the  same  in  every  county  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  The  same  in  every  county.  It  is  the  uniform  law  there  in  regard  to  draw- 
ing juries. 

Question.  What  I  meant  when  I  asked  how  the  jury  in  that  case  was  constituted  was 
whether  any  of  the  jurors  were  members  of  that  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell.  No  man  can  tell  tliat  unless  he  is  inside  the  organization. 
There  was  another  instance  of  whipping  a  colored  woman,  some forty-fiA^o  years  of  age, 
residing  in  Bnckhorn  Township,  as  we  call  the  dark  corner  of  our  county. 

Question.  Can  you  fix  the  date  ? 

Answei:  I  cannot  fix  the  date  exactly  ;  it  was  some  time  in  the  spring  of  1869. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  What  was  the  date  of  the  other  occurrence  ? 

Ansircr.  The  other  was  in  the  fall  of  18G9.  They  visited  this  old  colored  lady  and 
whipped  her. 
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By  tli(3  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  w.is  her  name? 

Avsicer.  I  cannot  recall  it  to  my  memory  now.  They  whipped  her  so  that  she  was 
not  able  to  go  out  and  give  any  account  of  the  matter  for  a  couple  of  weeks.  She  then 
came  in,  and  I  had  a  Avarrant  issued  for  those  she  identified.  She  identified  some  three 
or  four  of  them  ;  one  by  the  name  of  Collins,  one  by  the  name  of  Barker,  and  one  by 
the  name  of  Olive — .Jackson  Olive.  She  swore  positively  to  them.  She  identified  the 
man  Barker  from  his  losing  his  head-gear.  She  recognized  him  distinctly,  as  by  the 
light  of  a  pine-knot  they  looked  about  the  house  for  her  husband.  There  was  some 
fifty  of  them  mounted  on  horses,  and  armed  with  guns  and  pistols.  She  would  not 
tell  them  where  her  husband  was,  and  they  took  her  out  and  gave  her  some  fifty  lashes, 
if  I  remember  rightly.  They  Avore  looking  for  her  husband,  and  said  they  were  going 
to  string  him  up  if  they  found  him.  She  swore  positively  as  to  them,  and  there  was 
some  circumstantial  evidence  on  the  trial,  given  by  some  colored  men  living  in  the 
neighborhood.  This  party  stopped  where  they  lived,  and  inquired  the  way  to  where 
the  old  woman  lived.     She  lived  in  some  pine  woods,  out  of  any  direct  road.     One  very 

liard-work«ing,  industrious  colored  man,  named  Jake (something ;  I  forget  his  last 

name.)  said  that  while  he  could  not  swear  positively  to  Barker,  he  was  confident  he  re- 
cognized his  voice  when  he  iiKjuired  the  Avay  to  the  old  lady's  house.  But  the  same 
course  Avas  pursued  on  that  trial  that  is  generally  i)ursued  in  cases  Avhere  any  of  them 
are  brought  up  for  trijil.  They  brought  forAvard  some  fifteen  or  twenty  of  what  are 
called  tiie'^good  citizens,"  and  proved  a  very  fine  alabi;  proA'ed  that  they  were  all 
away  from  home,  except  Mr.  Barker,  and  that  he  was  so  sick  that  he  Avas  unable  to 
leaA-e  his  house  that  night.  I  believe  Mr.  Olive  Avas  accounted  for  as  sick,  and  Mr. 
Collins  was  so  far  aAvay  from  home  that  it  A\'as  impossible  for  Mm  to  haA'o  been  in  that 
locality  that  night.  Aliout  lour  weeks  ago,  I  think,  somewhere  about  the  first  of  last 
month,  llicy  visited  a  Avidow  lady  in  the  southern  p;irt  of  our  c<mnty.  They  got  a 
rather  Aveak-minded  sun  of  hers  to  show  them  Avhere  his  mother's  house  was,  and  he 
guided  them  to  her  house.  They  did  not  do  anything  more  than  to  abuse  her  with 
words,  and  take  CA'erything  of  Aalue  that  she  had,  telling  her  that  Avas  the  least  she 
could  give  her  friends,  Avho  Avere  ti-yiug  to  get  rid  of  every  dannied  nigger  and  radical 
in  the  county.  A  fcAV  days  ago,  just  before  I  left  Raleigh,  I  saAv  a  coloi-ed  man  from 
Chatham  County  aa'Iio  had  been  uhijiped  most nnnieriifully.  lie  could  not  get  a  Avax'- 
rant  from  the  magistrates  there,  for  they  Avonld  not  issue  (me.  He  came  to  me,  and  I 
sent  him  to  the  United  States  conunissicmer,  Mr.  Slialier,  in  Raleigh,  to  get  a  warrant. 
The  colored  man  told  me  tuat  they  AAore  haAiug  a  little  prayer-meeting.  I  think  it 
very  possible  that  it  Avas  a  political  meeting.  But  the  colored  people  are  now  afraid 
to  call  any  meeting  anything  Ijut  a  ])rayer-meeting,  for  if  it  Avas  knoAvn  that  they  were 
holding  a  ])()litical  meeting  they  Avould  surely  be  visited  by  these  baiuls.  So  they  call 
most  all  of  their  meetings  prayer-meetings.  Some  fifteen  or  tAvcnty  of  them  Avere 
holding  this  meeting  in  a  colored  school-house,  and  a  band  of  these  felloAvs,  getting  in- 
formation of  it,  surrounded  tlu^  house  and  cai)tured  six  of  the  colored  men,  and  laid 
on  them  some  fifty  or  one  hundred  lashes  each,  I  think  he  stated,  and  burned  down 
the  school-house.  They  told  them  that  Avas  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  for 
the  couAention  in  the  State,  and  if  they  did  not  stop  holding  any  more  meetings  the 
next  A'isit  Avould  bt^  Avith  the  bnlh-t  and  rope. 

Question.  Did  you  see  this  mauf 

Annivcr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  where  he  had  been  whipped? 

Answer.  I  did  not  examine  his  back,  but  he  could  hardly  walk.  The  whipping  of 
those  colored  men  and  the  burning  of  the  school-house  AA'ere  verified  by  the  statements 
of  white  men  from  that  neighborhood,  of  AA'hom  I  inquired  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Wilson  : 

Question.  Was  the  l>and  disguised  ? 

Ausuer.  Yes,  sir.  Judge  Reade,  of  the  supreme  court,  was  telling  me  of  an  outrage 
that  happened  in  his  county ;  I  belicA'e  ho  resides  in  Pearson  County.  It  Avas  some 
short  time  ago,  after  the  election;  not  over  a  month  or  two  ago.  Jh'.  said  ho  had  in- 
formation brought  to  him  of  one  colored  man  Avho  had  been  shot  and  killed,  and  two 
more  avIio  had  been  shot,  but  Avere  recovering.  The  magistrates  in  that  county  Avero 
afraid  to  issue  Avarrants  for  the  arrest  of  the  ])arties  Avho  had  committed  the  outrage. 
Information  coming  to  the  ears  of  .Judge  Reade  of  the  act,  he  sent  for  the  i)arties  who 
had  been  shut,  l>ut  not  killed,  and  issued  warrants  for  the  arrest  of  the  persons  who 
had  committed  the  outrage,  lie  said  that  Avhen  the  two  colored  men  avIio  had  been 
shot  and  \Aere  recovering  Avere  brought  before  him,  they  begged  him  not  to  question 
them  at  all  about  the  matter,  but  to  let  them  go  and  take  Avhat  they  had  got. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  For  what  reason  ? 
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Anstcer.  They  said  if  they  told  anything  at  all  about  the  matter  they  would  certainly 
be  killed,  the  siime  as  the  other  colored  man  had  been. 

Qnesiion.  What  was  the  date  of  that  occurrence  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  date ;  it  was  a  Tery  short  time  ago — not  more 
than  a.  mo  ith  or  two,  if  I  recollect  aright.  The  judge  said  that  after  a  great  deal  of 
urging  he  got  the  evidence  out.  The  expression  he  used  was  a  strong  one.  He  said, 
"I  got  evidence  enough  to  hang  twenty  men.  I  committed  the  parties,  and  that  was 
the  last  I  heard  of  it.    There  Avas  no  bill  found  by  the  grand  jury." 

Question.  Who  is  the  prosecuting  officer  in  that  county? 

Answer.  I  forget  the  solicitor's  name. 

Question.  What  is  the  jsolitical  cliaracter  of  that  county? 

Ansiver.  It  is  democratic,  by  a  very  close  vote,  though.  The  democrats  carried  it  at 
the  last  election  by  83  or  90  votes,  I  believe. 

Question.  Who  is  Judge  Reade? 

Answer.  One  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court.     Judge  Pearson  is  the  chief  justice. 

Question.  Was  there  any  bill  sent  before  the  grand  jury  in  that  case? 

Answer.  The  judge  committed  the  parties,  aud  his  remark  was  that  he  had  heard 
nothing  further  about  the  case. 

Question.  Has  there  been  a  term  of  the  court  held  there  since  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  W^ere  the  parties  indicted? 

Answer.  Of  course  not ;  they  did  not  find  a  bill. 

Question.  Was  a  bill  sent  before  the  grand  jury  ? 

Answcx.  Certainly  ;  the  judge  sent  all  the  papers  to  the  court. 

Question.  Did  the  prosecuting-  officer  send  up  a  bill  against  the  parties  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  information  in  regard  to  tliat ;  I  jiresume  he  has.  I  foi'got  his 
name  ;  but  I  once  heard  him  state  that  it  was  useless  for  him  to  send  in  any  bills  of  that 
kind  ;  he  had  sent  them  in  so  often  without  getting  them. 

By  the  Chairsiax  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  cases  of  outrage  ? 

Answer.  Outrages  committed  in  oiher  parts  of  the  State  very  often  come  to  my 
knowledge.  The  surrounding  counties  to  my  county  are  democratic,  and  a  great  many 
colored  men  come  to  me  for  advice,  imagining  that  I  can  give  them  aid.  But  as  I  see 
no  hope  of  helping  them,  I  do  not  charge  my  memory  with  a  great  many  of  the  out' 
rages,  unless  one  happens  to  be  so  horrid  that  I  cannot  forget  it. 

Question.  How  many  counties  do  you  speak  of  in  which  this  state  of  things  exists? 

Answer.  The  counties  to  which  I  more  particularly  refer  are  Orange,  Chatham,  Ala- 
mance, Johnson,  Pearson,  and  perhaps  some  others.  I  have  heard  of  a  great  many  out- 
rages from  general  report  which  I  did  not  examine  into  myself.  My  evidence  would 
be  very  general  in  regard  to  them. 

Question.  But  you  speak  of  the  others  from  your  own  personal  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  lu  the  county  of  Johnson,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  there  was  a 
case  of  outrage.  There  is  a  colored  preacher  now  living  in  Raleigh  who  was  driven 
out  of  that  ccmnty,  where  he  had  been  teaching  school  and  preaching  to  the  colored 
people.  He  told  me  of  a  case  I  never  had  heard  of  until  he  told  me  about  it.  He  said 
he  know  of  a  colored  man  who  had  been  shot  there  one  night,  but  he  was  afraid  to  tell 
of  it  there.  He  was  given  notice  to  leave  the  county,  which  he  did,  after  they  had 
burned  his  school-house. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Ansnr.r.  Within  the  last  six  months,  I  guess ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  time. 

Question.  How  are  witnesses  treated  who  go  before  the  courts  or  grand  juries  to  tes- 
tify in  regard  to  these  outrages  ? 

Answer^  They  are  generally  summoned  by  the  solicitor,  in  the  first  place,  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  grand  j  ury. 

Question.  Is  there  any  intimidation  used  to  prevent  them  from  testifying,  or  is  there 
any  apprehension  felt  as  to  the  consequences  to  them  if  they  testify  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many  witnesses  are  fearful  of  telling  anything  at  all,  aud  very  often 
l)eg  to  be  let  oif  without  giving  their  evidence,  because  they  are  afraid  to  go  back  to 
their  homes  if  thoy  make  any  disclosures.  The  general  condition  of  things  is  such 
there  that  a  man  who  is  living  in  the  country  outside  of  a  thickly  ]iopulated  town  is 
afraid  to  say  a  word  about  them  at  all,  even  to  mention  the  name  of  Ku-Klux.  Even 
in  my  own  county  I  have  stopped  at  houses  where  the  people,  when  I  have  denounced 
these  outrages,  have  begged  mo  not  to  say  anything  at  all,  as  if  the  very  walls  had  ears 
and  could  hear  the  remarks  I  made. 

Question.  Is  there  any  division  of  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  these  outrages  ?  If 
so,  tell  us  who  apologize  for  them,  and  who  denomicc  them. 

Answer.  In  some  iuvStances  some  of  the  leading  members  of  the  democratic  party 
denoimce  them.    On  one  occasion  I  heard  Judge  Battle  denounce  them  very  strongly, 
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and  ou  other  occasions  I  have  lieard  other  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  democratic 
party  denounce  them.  But  the  general  tone  of  the  democratic  party  is  one  of  apology  ; 
they  say  that  the  outrages  do  not  amount  to  anything ;  that  they  are  exaggerated  by 
the  republican  party.    That  is  the  only  issue  we  have  there  now. 

Question.  What  do  yon  mean  by  "  the  only  issue?" 

Ansicer.  I  mean  putting  down  this  Ku-Klux  organization.  "We  look  upon  that  as 
our  only  salvation.  If  they  are  not  met  and  disposed  of  in  some  way,  there  will  be  no 
living  in  safety  in  that  country  for  any  man  who  ditfers  with  them. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  among  the  leaders  of  the  democratic 
party  there  are  some  who  denounce  this  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  heard  some  few  of  them  denounce  it. 

Question.  And  the  republicans  generally  denounce  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  are  a  unit  on  that  question. 

Question.  And  the  only  apologists  for  these  outrages  are  found  in  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  democratic  party  en  masse  apologize  for  them.  In  regard  to 
two-thirds  of  the  whippings  they  say  that  they  arc  deserved,  as  they  said  in  the  case 
of  Squire  Sorrell.  In  two-thirds  of  the  cases  they  say  that  the  person  whipped  or 
otherwise  outraged  has  insulted  some  white  lady,  or  stolen  something,  or  committed 
some  oftense.  As  soon  as  any  outrage  is  committed  there  is  always  some  report  that 
comes  along  with  it,  giving  some  excuse  for  the  outrage.  Such  tilings  are  sanctioned 
by  most  nil  of  tlie  democratic  party,  with  a  very  few  honorable  exceptions. 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  organizations  ki  your  county,  or  in  the  surrounding 
counties,  that  lead  to  violence  or  disorders  of  this  kind  ?  If  so,  tell  us  what  they  are 
and  who  belong  to  them. 

Answer.  I  have  never  known  of  any  other,  with  a  little  exception.  "NVitliin  the  last 
two  months  or  so  I  have  arrested  some  colored  men  in  the  western  part  of  my  county, 
and  there  has  been  some  evidence  l)rought  out  to  show  that  some  colored  ])eople  there 
organized,  first,  as  a  means  of  self-piotection  against  the  Kn-Klux  ;  and  tlieii  when  they 
could  not  succeed  in  capturing  the  Ku-Klnx  who  had  conunitted  these  outrages,  they 
determined  to  burn  down  the  houses  of  those  they  supposed  to  bo  Ku-Klux.  And  in  a 
few  instances  Viarns  have  been  burned,  but  no  dwelling-houses. 

Question.  Wliat  is  the  sense  of  security  felt  by  the  peoiile  in  the  counties  of  which 
you  have  sjiokcn  ? 

Answer.  They  feel  no  securitjat  all ;  they  recen'e  no  protection  from  the  local  officers, 
and  they  can  get  non<'  from  the  courts.  That  seems  to  be  the  general  ll-eling.  They 
have  tried  it  and  tailed. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  statement  you  tlesiro  to  state  bearing  upon  the  general 
question  before  this  comuutteo  ? 

Arisiver.  No,  sir;  nothing  directly  bearing  on  it. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  say  you  are  the  sheriff  of  Wake  County,  and  live  in  Raleigh  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wlien  did  you  go  to  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  With  General  Sherman. 

Question.  Where  was  your  liome  prior  to  that  time  ? 

Answer.  In  Boston,  Massaclnisetts. 

QucKlion.  You  went  to  North  Carolina  in  1864? 

AnsH'ir.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  you  obtain  the  position  of  sheriff  ? 

Answer.  I  was  elected  by  the  ))opnlar  vote. 

Question.  What  was  your  majority  at  the  time  you  were  elected  sheriff  of  Wako 
County  ? 

Answer.  The  fust  time  I  was  elected  I  believe  mv  majority  was  somewhere  between 
900  and  1,100  votes. 

Question.  Have  you  been  elected  twice? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  was  rei'lected  at  the  last  election. 

Question.  What  was  your  majority  then? 

Answer.  It  was  seven  hundred  and  some  odd. 

Question.  You  are  a  member  of  the  republican  party? 

Answer.  lam;  but  down  there  the  democratic  party  generally  give  me  credit  for 
being  rather  a  conservative  republican. 

Question.  Yon  have  no  personal  knowledge  yourself  of  this  organization  of  Ku-Klux; 
you  have  only  heard  of  it  from  the  testimony  of  witnesses  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  them  once. 

Question.  Describe  that. 

Answi'r.  I  was  out  in  the  western  part  of  my  county,  before  my  last  spring  court, 
with  a  great  many  ])ay)ers  I  had  to  serve  there  ;  sometimes  I  was  out  ([uite  late  at 
night.  One  night  I  was  traveling  along  the  road  with  a  couple  of  people,  those  I  hail 
got  to  show  me  the  by-paths,  in  order  that  I  might  serve  my  papers  more  quickly  than 


NORTH    CAROLINA.  li 

'if  I  luulertook  to  find  the  road  myself.  We  were  riding  along,  when  a  colored  man 
came  Hying  past  ns  and  told  us  to  get  out  of  the  way  for  the  Kn-Klux  were  coming ; 
we  got  off  the  road  and  took  our  h  jr.ses  away  into  the  bushes  ;  I  then  crept  uji  as  near 
the  road  as  I  thought  it  prudent  to  do,  and  saw  them  go  along  by  in  very  good  order ; 
they  went  along  l)y  twos,  and  seemed  to  have  a  leader  or  commander  at  the  head  of 
the  column,  and  one  at  the  rear  of  it.  The  one  at  the  head  had  on  a  red-striped  tur- 
ban, and  the  one  iu  the  rear  had  ou  a  blue-striped  turban ;  they  went  along  iu  i)erlecli 
order. 

By  Mr.  Ciiaxdler  : 
Question.  Were  they  all  disguised  ? 
Aiisiver.  Yes,  sir ;  both  meu  and  horses. 

By  the  CriAiiniAN  : 
Question.  How  many  were  there  ? 
Answer.  I  believe  I  counted  thirty-two  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Bayaf.d  : 

Queation.  You  spoke  of  serving  processes  through  the  county  ;  had  you  any  difficulty 
in  doing  so  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever;  I  never  found  any  difficulty  at  all  in  my  coimty. 

Question.  Since  you  have  been  serving  there  as  sheriff,  have  the  courts  held  their  reg- 
ular terms? 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir  ;  always. 

Question.  Has  that  been  the  case  in  all  the  other  counties  of  which  you  have  spoken  ; 
the  counties  of  Orange,  Chatham,  Alamance,  Johnson,  Caswell,  &c.  1 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  never  had  any  resistance  to  serving  your  processes  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  Neither  by  day  nor  by  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  always  served  my  process  or  arrested  my  man  without  any 
difficulty  in  my  county. 

Question.  By  what  political  party  were  the  various  judges  throughout  your  State 
elected  or  appointed  to  office  ? 

Answer.  They  were  all  elected  by  the  republican  party  iu  18G8. 

Qiiestion.  Are  their  terms  of  office  still  running  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Ciiandleii  : 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  they  were  elected  throughout  the  State,  or  in  your  county 
do  you  mean  f 

Answer.  Throughout  the  State,  on  general  ticket. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  ? 

Answer.  Supreme  judges  and  district  judges  both.  Some  of  them,  when  the  election 
was  held,  were  not  accounted  republicans  ;  they  were  known  as  democrats  at  that 
time  ;  Judge  Reade,  of  whom  I  have  spoken,  was  known  as  a  democrat ;  Judge  Pear- 
son was  always  known  as  belonging  to  the  conservative  party,  as  it  was  called  at  that 
time  ;  Judgi;  Buxton  was  known  as  belonging  to  the  conservative  party,  and  Judge 
Cloud  was  a  conservative;  l)iTt  they  were  all  high-toned  gentlemen. 

Question.  Was  there  any  ticket  ran  against  them? 

Ansiver.  There  was  a  ticket  run  against  Judge  Rodman,  Judge  Settle,  and  Judge 
Dick.  I  am  ]netty  positive  that  Judge  Pearson,  and  Judge  Reade,  Judge  Buxton,  and 
Judge  Cloud  liad  no  opposition. 

By  the  Ciiairmax  : 

Question.  Were  those  judges  elected  upon  a  general  ticket  throughout  the  State,  or 
were  they  elected  upon  district  tickets  ? 
Answer.  On  a  general  ticket ;  the  popular  vote  of  the  whole  State  elected  them. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Are  all  the  county  oiMccrs  of  your  county  of  your  politics  ? 

Answer.  They  are,  with  the  exception  of  some  deputies  I  have  in  some  parts  of  my 
county.  Some  of  my  country  deputies  are  democrats ;  but  all  the  elective  officers  of 
the  county  arc  re])ublicans. 

Question.  The  county  couunissioners  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quejition.  Those  who  select  the  names  of  those  to  be  empannellcc'.  ou  the  juries  are 
all  republicans  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Yonbciugthe  sheriff",  wlieu  the  panel  of  jurors  is  exhausted,  is  it  your  duty 
to  summon  talesmen  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  order  of  the  judge. 

Question.  It  is  at  your  own  discretion  whom  you  select ;  the  judge  merely  orders 
talesmen  to  he  summoned  ? 

Answer.  They  are  generally  taken  from  the  crowd  right  in  front  of  the  bench. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  the  sheriff". 

Question.  What  was  your  rank  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  ? 

Ansiier.  Captain. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Feh-uary  3, 1871. 
William  E.  Albright  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Citaihmax  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live,  and  what  is  your  present  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  live  in  Graham,  Alamance  County,  North  Carolina  ;  I  am  a  farmer. 

Qtiesfion.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  '? 

Ansirer.  I  was  born  in  that  county,  within  three  miles  of  the  village.  I  am  now  liv- 
ing in  the  village. 

(Jucsiion.  How  long  have  yon  been  engaged  in  business  there  ? 

Answer.  I  have  got,  I  l)elieve,  eight  t(Muuits,  and  I  run  a  six-horse  farm  myself.  Be- 
fore and  after  the  war,  for  one  year,  I  was  a  merchant. 

Question.  Have  you  resided  in  that  county  the  most  of  your  life? 

Answer.  I  have  been  in  the  county  all  my  life,  except  from  July,  18C7,  until  Decem- 
ber, 18(58,  during  which  time  I  was  absent  on  account  of  my  health. 

Question.  Wliat  o)>portanities  liave  you  had  of  knowing  of  tlie  existence  and  mode 
of  operation  in  tliat  county  of  an  organization  ])oi)ularly  kuown  as  the  Ku-Klux  ? 
Tell  us  all  that  you  know  about  that  organization  and  its  operations. 

Answer.  I  was  elected  mayor  of  tliat  village  in  January,  18G9 ;  I  think  I  had  been 
north  at  the  springs  and  ditferenfc  places  during  the  time  I  have  mentioned.  When  I 
first  came  honit?  I  (lid  not  l)elieve  this  organization  existed,  althougli  I  had  heard  of  it. 
I  was  elected  the  mayor  of  my  town  in  1860,  in  January;  some  time  in  Fel)ruary  the 
organization,  some  75  or  100  strong,  made  a  raid  in  my  village,  and  left  written  notices 
cm  the  ])()r(h  at  Mr.  Hardcn's  and  Major  Badliam's,  notifying  those  gentlemen  that  if 
they  did  not  cease  prosecuting,  or  attempting  to  prosecute  the  Klan,  they  W(mld  be 
waited  on  by  tlie  oiganization.  As  the  mayor  of  the  town,  and  uiuler  the  advice  of 
the  commissioners,  I  had  a  guard  for  the  town,  which  brought  the  odium  of  thi-  organ- 
ization on  me,  for  in  that  guard  there  were  sonn-  colored  men.  tebortly  after  that  Gov- 
ernor Holden  apixtinted  me  a  magistrate  ;  comiilaints  wei'e  brought  to  me  of  outrages 
that  had  been  committed,  and  I  was  frequently  applied  to  for  warrants ;  I  issued  war- 
rants f"or  the  arrest  of  sevitral  of  the  parties  charged  with  counnitting  outrages.  Sev- 
eral of  tlie  parties  Averts  brought  before  me,  also  before  Peter  K.  Harden,  and  other 
magistrates.  They  weie  tried  in  the  magistrates'  courts,  and  bound  over  to  our  supe- 
rior courts.  This  further  brought  down  the  indignation  of  the  organization  upon  mo 
and  the  other  niagi-;t rates  who  acted  in  the  matter.  They  went  on  maltreating  in  dif- 
terent  ways,  and  whipping  In  dllfer-ent  ])arts  of  the  county  regularly  all  through  1809. 
I  have  here  a  list  of  part  of  them,  lus  many  as  I  can  recollect,  to  which  I  will  call  atten- 
tion if  the  committee  desire. 

Question.  If  there  are  any  to  which  Mr.  Harden  did  not  call  attention  in  his  testi- 
mony, you  can  refer  to  them. 

Answer.  I  think  there  are  some  to  which  he  probably  did  not  call  attention.  There 
have  l)een  some  seventy-live  or  one  hundred  eases  of  whipping  and  maltreating  in  my 
county,  by  this  organization;  one  colored  man  by  the  name  of  Outlaw,  who  lived  ujion 
my  lor,  was  hung,  and  the  only  cause  assigned  for  it  was  that  he  had  tired  upon  the 
organization  when  they  made  their  first  raid.  But  that  charge  I  know  to  be  false. 
Tiieu  there  was  a  negro  by  the  name  of  Pnryear,  not  altogether  of  sound  mind,  who 
saw  some  of  this  band  as  they  were  going  home,  and  recognized  them  through  their 
disguises.  He  told  of  it  in  town,  and  they  drowned  liim.  They  alst)  went  for  a  colored 
man  named  Harvey,  and  whipped  him,  and  in  the  scuiHe  his  child  was  knocked  down 
and  injureil  so  that  lie  died  alterward.  A  colored  man  of  the  name  of  ISIadison  Smith 
had  his  liouse  broken  o]ien,  and  he  was  notified  to  leave  the  county.  Andy  Shaflner,  a 
colored  man,  was  whiiiped  for  giving  evidence  against  the  Ku-Klnx,  and  his  wife  was 
also  wiiipped. 

By  Mr.  Chandleu  : 
Question.  Severely  whipped? 
Anbtca:  Oh !  yes ;  they  don't  do  things  by  the  halves,  there. 

By  the  Chaiijmax: 
Qiufttion.  Have  you  the  dates  of  these  outrages? 


NORTH    CAROLINA.  79 

Anstver.  "No,  sir  ;  I  liavc  not.  Eli  Outlaw,  colored,  was  whipped.  Harrj^  Cain,  col- 
ored, had  his  house  lired  iuto,  and  they  came  very  near  killing-  his  wif(\  Lily  Alston, 
colored,  was  whipped.  Alfred  White,  colored  ;  Arch  Duke,  colored  ;  Dou  Worth,  col- 
ored ;  James  Cole,  colored,  were  all  whipped.  John  Overman,  white,  was  whipped, 
and  liis  head  shaved.  John  RingstalF,  white,  was  whipped.  John  Bass,  colored,  was 
whipped.    John  Foust  was  whipped  and  run  oil",  for  serving  ou  a  jury.  ' 

By  Mr.  Chandler  : 
Question.  Run  out  of  the  county  ? 
■     Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  he  has  never  been  seen  there  since. 
Question.  For  serving  on  a  jury  when  regularly  summoned  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  notice  in  the  documents  sent  to  the  Senate  this  sentence :  "  John  Bass, 
colored,  potterized.     He  has  recovered,"  &c.    What  does  that  mean  ? 

Ansicer.  It  means  that  he  was  castrated ;  but  I  learn  that  was  a  mistake.  He  was 
whipped,  but  I  have  since  learned  tliat  he  was  not  "  potterized."  Amos  F<n-shea  had  his 
house  broken  open,  and  he  was  whipped.  He  was  colored.  Caswell  Holt,  colored, 
was  whipped  in  the  first  place,  and  in  the  next  place  he  was  shot,  but  he  is  now  recov- 
ering. They  visited  him  twice.  Tiiey  charged  that  on  one  occasion  he  had  exposed  his 
person  to  a  white  lady,  which  I  think  was  altogether  a  mistake.  They  always  got  up 
some  pretext  or  other  for  these  outrages.  In  the  case  of  Henry  Holt,  they  broke  into 
a  house  and  cut  a  rope  off  a  bedstead,  with  which  to  hang  him,  but  he  escaped.  An- 
other Henry  Holt  was  whipped.  William  Overman,  colored,  had  his  house  brulcen  up. 
Levi  Dickey,  colored,  was  whipped.  Alvis  I'ickanl,  white,  was  whipped  and  run  otf. 
Those  who  belong  to  this  organization  are  very  virtuous  men.  Some  of  these  parties 
were  whipped  for  being  people  of  ill-fame,  as  was  charged.  They  are  very  virtuous 
men,  and  allow  nothing  of  that  kind  outside  of  the  organization.  Lizzie  Elmore  was 
whipped  and  run  off;  she  was  a  white  woman.  George  Rippy,  colored,  was  whipped 
and  run  off.  He  had  done  a  great  deal  of  work  on  a  little  piece  of  land,  and  in  order 
te  get  possession  of  what  he  had  done  they  gave  him  a  whipping  and  run  him  off,  so 
that  he  lost  all  his  labor.  I  know  of  these  facts  myself.  Clay  Thompson,  colored,  was 
whii^ped.-    Thonuis  Norwood,  white,  Avas  sentenced  to  be  drowned. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Was  he  drowned  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  the  sentence  was  passed  upon  him ;  so  they  swore  in  their  con- 
fessions. When  this  military  movement  went  ou,  some  of  his  neighbors  swore  that 
the  sentence  had  been  j)assed  on  him  by  the  Ku-Klux ;  and  he  would  have  been 
drowned. 

By  the  Chairm.ust  : 

Question.  Was  that  case  examined  before  you  ? 

Answer.  The  evidence  was  taken  before  me  or  Mr.  Harden ;  I  was  cognizant  of  the 
affidavit  that  was  made. 

Question.  Was  it  the  ax^pearance  of  the  militia  in  the  county  that  prevented  the  exe- 
cution of  the  sentence '! 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  say  whether  it  was  or  not.  It  may  have  been  before  that, 
for  aught  I  know.  Oliver  Shaffer,  colored,  was  whipped  ;  Daniel  Isley,  white,  had  his 
house  broken  open  ;  John  Shatterly  was  shot  at,  and  he  lired  in  return  ;  he  was  white. 
Chris.  Ringstaff,  white,  Avas  wliip[)ed ;  that  was  because  he  was  not  very  virtuous. 
They  alleged  that  he  was  whipped  because  his  virtue  was  not  so  good  as  it  ought  to 
have  been. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  How  was  his  want  of  virtue  manifested  ? 

Answer.  There  was  some  idle  woman  in  the  ■  ounty ;  I  will  come  to  her  case  directly. 
She  said  the  young  gentlemen  who  belonged  to  this  organization  used  to  visit  her,  and 
this  young  man  interfered  with  them,  and  they  whipped  him  in  couseipieuce.  Tliey 
do  not  allow  to  share  out  any.  Polly  Gappins,  white,  the  Avomau  I  iefer  to,  had  her 
house  torn  down  and  she  lay  out  all  last  winter  iu  a  pen  in  eonse(iU';nce  of  this  or- 
ganizatiou,  because  this  fellow  Ringstaff  and  others  interfered  Avitli  tlieir  operations 
there.  James  Long  and  Bill  Long.  c(dored,  were  whipped  and  run  off;  William  Simp- 
sou,  white,  was  whipjied  aud  run  olf ;  he  was  whipped  for  his  political  sentiments.  I 
saw  him  as  I  saw  several  others ;  their  backs  were  severely  scourged.  Josepii  Harvey, 
colored,  was  Avhipped ;  the  child  of  James  Harvey  was  killed;  Alfred  Trolinger, 
colored,  was  badly  Avhipped  ;  Alouzo  T.  Corliss,  white,  was  whipped.  He  was  a  school- 
teacher, teaching  a  colored  school  at  Com])any's  Shops ;  he  was  a  northera  man.  Thomas 
Siddell,  white,  was  whipped,  for  want  of  virtue,  I  suppose — that  was  the  charge  they 
alleged  against  him ;  Henry  Sellers,  colored,   was  whipped ;  Porter  Mabun,  colored, 
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■was  whipped  ;  John  Baron,  white,  was  whipped  for  not  turning  out  to  vote  ;  Monroe 
Freehand,  colored,  was  whipped. 

Perhaps  I  ought  to  exphiiu  some  of  these  as  I  go  along,  as  I  do  not  suppose  all  of 
them  have  been  explained.  The  example  of  this  organization  induced  some  half  a 
dozen  negroes  to  get  up  an  organization  on  their  own  hook,  and  they  went  out  whip- 
ping, too.  They  were  caught  the  first  night  they  were  out,  and  they  are  now  serving 
their  term  in  the  penitentiary  for  their  Ku-Kluxing.  This  man  Monroe  Freeland  was 
one  of  the  men  whipj)ed  by  the  colored  men  who  organized. 

By  the  Chairm.\n  : 

Question.  Where  were  they  whipped? 

Aiisiver.  In  our  cou7ity  ;  there  is  no  trouble  in  convicting  a  negro  in  our  county  for 
Ku-Kluxing,  or  anything  else.  They  were  caught  the  first  night  they  were  out,  and 
are  now  serving  their  terms  in  the  penitentiary.  IMichael  Freeland,  colored,  Hender- 
son Coble,  colored,  and  Jerry  Isley,  colored,  were  all  whipped  by  that  same  gang  of 
colored  men.  All  ))ut  one  of  tlio.se  who  whipped  them  are  now  in  the  penitentiary; 
one  of  them  Avas  not  caught.  Hamilton  Puryear,  Harvey  and  Moses  Albright,  Lindsey 
Kinnery,  and  John  Albright,  all  colored,  were  whipped.  Sully  Holt  and  daughter, 
white,  were  whipped,  as  was  alleged,  for  want  of  virtue;  they  did  2iot  keep  a  good 
house.  John  I'ih-s,  colored,  had  his  house  burned ;  "William  Hornady,  white,  was  shot  at 
in  his  own  house — they  came  very  near  killing  his  wife  ;  John  Linins,  white,  was 
whipped  and  run  olf ;  Alfred  Hart  well,  colored,  was  whipped  ;  Thomas  Foust,  Matilda 
Foust,  and  Rachel  Foust,  colored,  were  whipped  ;  Leonard  Rippy,  white,  was  whipped ; 
Alfred  While  and  Dmieau  Hazell,  colored,  were  whipped;  Antliouy  Foster,  white,  was 
whipped  ;  William  Guy,  coloretl,  Avas  whipped  and  afterwards  hung — he  was  hung  in 
Orange.  They  also  visited  the  poor-house  in  Orange  and  whiiiped  several  of  the  iu- 
niates — I  have  iorgotten  what  cause  was  alleged  for  that. 

Question.  Does  that  complete  your  listf 

Answer.  1  believe  that  is  about  all. 

Questiou.  At  what  period  did  these  whippings  and  outrages  begin,  and  how  long  did 
they  continue  ?  . 

Answer.  The  lirst  I  knew  about  them  was  in  1869;  I  Avas  in  New  York  in  the  fall  of 
18*58  ;  it  was  in  1S(J<J  that  I  tirst  became  cognizant  of  them. 

Question.  How  long  liave  they  been  kept  up  ? 

Answer.  They  Avere  continued  up  to  the  time  of  the  military  movement  l)y  Governor 
Holdeu  ;  there  Inne  been  some  few  Avhipped  in  my  county  since  then  ;  not  Acry  many. 
But  they  still  Avent  on  in  Chatham  and  Guilford  ;  every  day  or  two  I  heard  of  some 
outrage  being  committed  tliere  by  the  organization. 

QiU'stion.  AVhat  effect  had  the  appearance  of  the  military  ordered  there  by  the  gov- 
ernor ? 

Answer.  It  intimidated  them  A^ery  much  for  the  time.  If  it  had  not  been  for  Judge 
Brooks  releasing  them  under  the  Avrit,  we  Avould  haA'e  got  the  Avhole  of  it  out. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  getting  the  whole  of  it  out  ? 

Answ(r.  The  members  of  the  organization  would  have  confessed  to  the  outrages;  we 
would  have  got  evidence  of  tiic  assassination  of  Stevens  and  Outlaw,  and  of  CA'cry 
other  crime  that  was  connnitfed  in  the  county,  that  they  could  nothaA'O  got  OA-er — that 
would  have  convicted  the  parties  in  any  court.     That  is  what  I  mean. 

Question.  Were  confessions  being  made  out  at  the  time  the  first  writs  Avero  issued  by 
Judge  Brooks .' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  Avero  being  made  constantly.  There  was  such  a  rush  upon 
me  that  1  had  to  hire  a  clerk  to  write  them  down.  I  sent  out  some  forty  or  fifty  my- 
self to  the  goA'ernor. 

Question.  Were  any  made  after  the  Avrits  were  issued ? 

Answer.  Not  one.  There  is  an  affidavit  made  in  regard  to  myself,  by  a  man  some 
fifty  years  of  age,  and  of  as  good  standing  as  any  man  in  the  country.  (President's 
Message,  Ex.  Doc.  No.  l(i.  Part  2,  page  2.) 

Questiou.  That  is  the  afhdavit  of  Mr.  Bradshaw? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Vv'as  that  made  before  you? 

Answer.  Before  aiy  nephew,  the  clerk  of  the  court,  Wra.  A.  Albright. 

Question.  Do  you  know  about  the  facts? 

Answer.  I  know  that  the  niglit  the  negro  Outlaw  was  hung  they  came  to  my  gate  and 
left  notice  that  if  I  did  not  cease  denouncing  the  Ku-Klux  organization  they  would 
hang  me. 

Question.  I  see  this  statement  made  by  this  man,  W.  S.  Bradshaw  :  "  I  had  informa- 
tion from  .John  R.  Stockard,  \\ho  came  to  my  house  and  fold  me  that  there  was  a  plot 
to  assassinate  W.  R.  Albright,  and  told  me  to  do  all  I  could  to  stop  it.  We  talked  the 
matter  over,  and  he  informed  me  that  .lames  Bradshaw  Avas  one  of  the  leaders,  in  con- 
nection Avith  which  Avas  one  Joseph  B.  Tliompson,  Milton  Thompson,  Dick  Thompson, 
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Mike  TliompRon,"  and  others.  Did  any  other  facts  como  to  your  knowledge  as  to  thf 
conspiracy  to  assassinate  you  ? 

Answer.  Half  a  dozen  other  afBdavits  to  that  effect. 

Qneslioii.  Had  you  any  conversation  witli  this  man  Bradshaw  who  made  the  afiidavit  I 

Answer.  I  was  present  and  had  a  long  conversation  with  him ;  also  with  Mr. 
Stockard. 

Question.  AVhat  was  the  motive  given  for  the  plot  to  assassinate  you? 

Answe7:  Because  I  was  a  man  of  some  inlluence  in  my  county,  was  a  repnldicau  and 
a  property  holder,  and  they  said  I  ought  not  to  go  with  tlie  repnhlican  party. 

Queslion.  Did  you  understand  where  that  plot  was  considered  and  adopte(l  ? 

An.'iwer.  It  was  at  a  meeting  of  the  Clan ;  they  met  in  the  woods,  in  school-houses,  and 
at  other  places. 

Question.  Did  Bradshaw  make  the  statement  to  you  that  the  proposition  to  assassi- 
nate you  had  heen  made  at  a  meeting  ol  the  Clan  f 

Answer.  He  did,  sir ;  and  not  only  lie,  but  half  ;i  dozen  others. 

•  Question.  Had  anybody  been  detailed  to  carrj'  it  into  execution  ? 

Answer.  Those  men  were  to  carry  it  into  execution.  That  fellow,  Mike  Thompson  ; 
his  father  was  a  tenant  of  mine,  and  lived  on  my  land  at  the  time.  These  young  men, 
1  (lid  not  know  half  of  them  personally. 

Question.  From  the  revelations  made  before  yon  npon  oath  and  otherwise,  is  there 
any  doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  that  organization  in  that  county,  and  as  to  its  mem- 
bers being  bound  together  by  oaths,  which  retpiired  them  to  commit  murder  and  assas- 
sination, if  necessary  to  accomplish  theii-  l)urpos(^  ' 

Answer.  JNone  in  the  world;  it  is  not  deuieil  pul)licly  ;  they  boast  of  it. 

Question.  Owing  to  this  fact  having  become  known,  what  is  the  feeling  of  the  people 
there  as  to  the  security  of  their  persons  aud  property  ? 

Answer,  We  sleep  on  our  arms  every  night ;  I  speak  for  myself  and  a  few  others.  I 
employ  several  hands,  aud  i»ay  them  extra  just  to  stay  about  my  house  of  nights.  I  am 
uot  so  much  afraid  at  present  of  being  assassinated  by  the  mob,  as  I  was  when  it  was 
in  full  blast.  I  have  been  threatened  again  aud  again  with  being  way-laid  and  assassi- 
uated,  and  I  am  more  afraid  in  that  way.  Tliat  is  the  most  fear  I  have  now.  From 
what  information  1  have,  I  think  the  organization  is  reorganizing.  Several  of  the  best 
men  that  belonged  to  it,  soni<i  lialf  a  dozen  of  them,  have  come  out  and  stood  lirm  iu 
opposition  to  it,  which  has  broken  it  down,  to  some  extent,  in  my  county.  Mr.  Brad- 
shaw aud  Mr.  Boyd  have  taken  a  stand  against  it.  I  think  it  was  fortunate  that  there 
were  some  good  men  in  the  orgauization  ;  if  there  had  not  been,  there  would  have 
beeu  a  great  many  more  crimes  committed  than  there  were.  J  am  satislied  that  my 
life  was  i>reserved  from  the  fact  that  I  had  some  personal  friends  in  the  organization. 

Question.  Did  yoit  give  it  as  your  belief  that  since  the  military  have  been  withdrawn 
the  organization  is  reorganizing? 

Answer.  I  have  been  informed  by  a  party  who  has  beeu  approached — a  reliable  man 
who  was  a  member  of  the  organization — that  they  were  reorganizing,  aud  lie  refused 
to  join  it  again. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  ? 

Answer.  It  is  on  the  same  principle  as  before — merely  to  change  the  signs,  grips,  and 
passwords,  so  that  those  members  who  have  withdrawn  from  the  order  will  uot  be 
able  to  detect  them. 

Question.  What  is  your  belief  as  to  the  truth  of  that  statement? 

Answer.  I  believe  it  to  be  true ;  I  have  no  doubt  about  it. 

Question.  What  is  given  out  as  the  idtimate  purpose  of  the  orgauizatiou  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  design  to  overthrow  the  reconstruction  acts  down  South. 

Question.  By  what  means  ? 

Answer.  By' intimidating  and  whipping  prominent  men  who  accept  the  situation  of 
affairs,  if  that  will  accomplish  it ;  if  nut,  by  assassination.  That  is  their  object — ^to 
whip  us  and  drive  us  out  of  the  country.  I  have  beeu  threatened  openly.  I  took  an 
active  part,  I  am  frank  to  admit,  iu  putting  down  this  organization  ;  I  have  done  all 
I  could,  feeling  it  to  be  my  duty  as  a  freeman,  and  for  that  I  am  to  be  murdered, 
assassinated;  my  property  is  to  be  swept  fronr  me,  audi  am  to  be  driven  from  the 
country.  Such  is  to  be  my  fate  if  I  go  on,  and  uot  only  mine,  but  the  fate  of  other 
good  men. 

Question.  After  those  writs  of  habeas  corpus  were  issued  by  Judge  Bro3ks,  were  any 
applications  made  to  you  to  get  back  the  confessions  made? 

Ansiver.  Not  to  me,  but  there  was  a  magistrate  in  another  township,  ten  or  twelve 
miles  from  me,  that  I  got  to  take  some  aflidavits  iu  his  part  of  the  eouutrj*.  He  took 
twenty-three.  Some  of  these  parties  weut  to  him  and  demanded  that  the  affidavits 
should  be  delivered  back  to  them.  Ho  came  to  me  to  know  what  to  do.  I  told  him 
if  he  did  uot  bring  me  the  affidavits  I  would  report  him.  I  got  the  affidavits,  and  sent 
them  to  the  governor. 

Question.  Were  there  any  applications  made  for  your  photograi)h,  so  that  you  could 
be  recognized? 
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Answer.  They  did  not  need  auy.  I  am  known  all  over  the  State  as  Ked-eye  Bill  Al- 
bright. I  have  a  cojjy  of  the  Sentinel  of  January  ;W,  1^71,  edited  by  Josiah  Turner. 
It  contains  a  little  article  referring  to  me,  which  shows  the  state  of  feeling: 

"  Gone. — A  gentleman  from  Greensboro  writes  us  that  Red-eye  Bill  Albriglit  and  Jim 
Baird,  with  otiiers,  passed  last  night  for  Washington  City.  We  learn  that  '  my  .sou 
Joe'  and  Fat  Douglas  have  caused  the  Senate  committee  to  summon  detective  Bosher 
also  as  a  witness.  Kirk  and  Burgen  are  reported  as  being  in  Washington,  ready  to  go 
before  the  committee.     What  an  outrage  on  decency  and  humanity!" 

This  is  also  another  article  in  the  same  paper,  written  from  Caswell  County  by  a 
prominent  man  there: 

"Pea  Ridge,  Caswell  County, 

"JrtH«ar//2S,  1871. 

"  Editor  Sentinel  :  I  have  just  read  your  editorial  on  '  Reconciliation,'  and  it  pleasea 
me  so  Avell  that  I  take  this  op[tortuuity  to  indorse  every  word  and  sentence  of  said 
3ditorial.  The  only  obj(!ction  to  *  Reconciliation' is  that  it  does  not  cover  i-.ll  of  the 
small  pujijiies  that  follow  in  tlie  wake  of  Pliillips  and  Grissom. 

"When  Kirk  was  in  tliis  county  with  his  land  pirates,  and  had  such  curs  as  Red-eyo 
Bill  Albiiglit  hunting  down  our  good  men  ;  when  the  lives  of  Roane,  Wdey,  Kerr,  and 
others  were  in  jeopardy;  when  every  nerve  of  the  good  citizens  of  our  county  was 
stretched  to  the  fullest  extent  to  protect  them,  knowing  they  were  innocent,  we  had,  in 
the  county  of  Caswell,  some  few  men  (very  few,  thank  God ;)  that  stood  by  in  ])erfect 
3ase  and  (piietude,  and  chuckled  in  their  sleeves  at  what  tlwi/  thought  was  popular 
with  the  niggers  and  deserters  of  Caswell  County. 

"  Now,  sirs,  would  it  lu;  right  in  our  peoi>lc  to  give  such  men  position  ?  No!  and  by 
the  Eternal  God,  we  will  always  hate  them  as  we  <lo  the  murderer,  as  he  steals  into  our 
home  circle  to  carry  off  one  of  its  inmates.  Can  Phillips  and  I'earson  exjject  a  Wiley, 
a  Roane,  or  a  Mitchell  to  ever  forgive  them,  wln;:i  Pear.sou  tried  to  lead  a  witness,  iu 
the  court-house  in  Raleigh,  to  taktrtheir  lives  when  innocent?  We  cannot,  and  we 
will  not,  so  lielp  us  God  !  Did  fliey  show  any  mercy  to  the  innocent?  No  ;  they  are 
guilty;  so  let  us  remove  thcui  from  ;iny  position  they  may  have,  by  iair  and  honorable 
means.  But,  sirs,  if  the  jx'opic  of  North  Carolina  ever  giv(^  tiicni  any  otiier  position 
in  their  ludls  of  legislation  or  upon  the  judicial  bench,  wc-  ought  all  of  us  to  be  hung 
up  by  the  neck,  and  not  our  thuinl)S. 

"  Let  justice  be  done,  though  the  heavens  fall. 
"  Yours,  truly, 

"  SAM." 

I  will  state  that  the  only  time  I  wa-s  iu  Caswell  County  was  when  these  men  were 
arrested  by  Kirk.  Mr.  Boyd  told  me  if  I  would  gi't  his  releasi;  he  wcmld  make  a  frank 
confession  of  all  he  knew.  I  went  to  the  governor  ami  got  an  order  for  his  release,  and 
then  went  to  Caswell  County  to  get  hiiu  released.  I  staid  there  one  day  and  om;  night. 
It  was  the  only  time  I  ever  set  foot  in  that  county,  and  I  did  not  speak  to  half  a  dozen 
citizens  in  that  county.     I  refer  to  this  to  show  the  injustice  iu  regard  to  myself. 

Qiiixliiiii.  Have  the  Kn-Klnx  organization,  or  the  members  of  it,  ever  made  any  ac- 
knowledgnu-nt  to  Judge  Ibonks  (or  his  services  in  releasing  them  ? 

AiiKwcr.  They  cheer  .and  land  liini  to  tbe  skies,  au<l  Judge  Brooks  has  sent  out  hia 
photographs  to  some  of  th"  nieudters  of  the  organization  in  our  count.y.  I  have  not 
seen  it,  but  Mr.  Boyd  tells  me  he  has. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  This  is  James  E.  Boyd  you  refer  to  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  are  intimate  with  him  ? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  your  regular  counsel  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  in  any  way  coun.'^cl  for  Governor  Holdenin 
the  present  iru]ieachnu'ut  trial  .' 

Answer.  He  is  not  retained,  I  am  sati.slied,  Goveruor  Holden  has  no  counsel  only 
what  have  been  published  here. 

Quextion.  Do  you  know  the  fact  whether  he  did  retain  Mr.  Boyd  by  a  retaining  fee 
in  that  case? 

Answer.  Well,  he  retained  him  during  the  time  of  the  military  nu)vcments  as  counsel 
to  bring  out  their  confessions  and  prosecute.  He  retained  him  then,  not  since.  I 
know  tb<!  fact  that  they  haC  some  unpleasantness  about  the  matter,  and  be  is  no  longer 
his  counsel.  » 

Question.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  fee  ? 

Answer.  He  got  $'2')0,  but  clainu>d  iJi.'iOO.  It  was  for  prosecuting  the  Ku-Klux.  I  will 
eay  that  all  we  need  iu  our  county  is  for  the  people,  democrats  and  republicans,  to 
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know  the  situation  of  affairs,  and  all  good  men   to  use  their  inflnencc  to  ])ut  it  down. 
Wo  want  nothing  else  under  the  high  heaven. 

By  the  Ciiaiiiman  : 

Quesiion.  Did  you  hear  a  si^eech  made  by  Jlr.  Turner,  editor  of  the  Sentinel,  previous 
to  the  election,  in  December,  187U,  with  regard  to  negroes? 

A)iH>rcr.  I  did  not,  and  the  reason  I  did  not  go  to  hear  it  was,  the  public  mind  was 
inllamed,  and  I  feared  if  I  went  I  would  get  into  a  diflicultj-. 

Qiicslio)!.  We  have  heard  from  another  witness  what  he  was  told  about  it. 

Answer.  There  is  no  doubt  of  its  being  so. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Do  you  remember  reporting  to  Mr.  Harden  the  purport  of  Mr.  Turner's 
speech  as  it  was  reported  to  you  ? 

A»sirer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  reported  it  to  him  ;  I  heard  several  iiersons  who 
heard  it  speak  of  it,  and  I  probably  spoke  with  them  in  Mr.  Hardeu's  iiresence. 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  the  speech  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  sheriff  of  Alamance  County  ever  had  any  connec- 
tion with  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  According  to  the  evidence  the  sheritl'  was  connected  with  it,  and  every  deputy ; 
we  got  the  confessions. 

Question.  What  notices  have  been  put  up  in  your  county  of  a  threatening  character  ? 

Answer.  The  last  one  was  in  December,  at  Company's  Sliops,  notifying  Albright  and 
Harden  that  they  would  go  up  shortly.  Going  up  means  hanging.  James  C  Mooi'e 
took  it  down  and  had  it  in  his  possession. 

Question.  What  have  been  the  sentiments  of  the  leading  men  of  the  two  political 
parties  in  regard  to  these  outrages  ? 

Answer.  The  republican  party  denounce  it  and  the  democratic  or  conservative  party, 
as  a  party,  either  defend  it  or  encourage  it ;  though  there  are  some  few  men  in  the 
democratic  party  who  denounce  it — but  very  few.  As  a  body  it  is  a  jjolitical  issue. 
And  let  me  say  that  if  these  outrages  are  not  stopped  there  is  no  law-abiding  man,  re- 
gardless of  his  politics,  who  can  live  with  safety  in  our  country. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  What  remedy  do  you  propose? 

Answer.  I  do  not  ])ropose  any  ;  I  leave  that  to  wiser  heads  than  mine.  These  cases 
have  been  brought  before  the  civil  courts.  We  have  bound  over  some  25  or  30  of  the 
parties,  and  they  have  always  proved  an  alibi.  The  sheriff  belongs  to  the  organiza- 
tion, and  so  do  his  deputies  ;  they  always  hang  around  the  courts  to  get  on  the  jury, 
and  they  can  prove  an  alibi  at  any  time. 

Question.  Is  there  no  legal  method  by  which  trials  can  be  changed  to  another  place, 
by  a  change  of  veiuie  ? 

Answer."l>io,  sir;  tiiat  has  been  tried.  In  our  community,  where  two-thirds  of  the 
white  population  either  belong  to  the  organization  or  are  in  strong  sympathy  with  ity" 
you  cannot  convict  them.  Why,  some  of'my  own  brothers  would  rejoice  in  my  assas- 
sination. I  have  three  brothers ;  two  of  them  Ijeloug  to  tlie  organization,  and  my  oldest 
brother  is  too  old  and  afflicted  to  join  it,  though  he  is  in  sympathy  with  it.  Every  one 
of  my  brothers-in-law  belong  to  it.  One  of  them,  an  officer,  made  confession.  Evea 
my  father-in-law,  who  is  sixty  years  of  age,  joined  it.  I  have  not  lived  in  security  for 
the  last  two  years. 

Question.  As  a  magistrate,  have  you  found  that  there  has  been  any  molestation  of 
officers  serving  ])rocesses  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world.  Of  course,  the  officers  are  all  members  of  the  organiza- 
tion, and  then  it  is  no  trouble  to  bring  them  out,  but  to  convict  them  is  another  thing. 

Question.  Are  the  constables  all  njcmbers  of  it  ? 

Answer.  Not  quite  all;  you  may  serve  process,  but  you  cannot  execute  anything. 

Question.  Can  you  make  arrests  through  the  county? 

Answer.  Of  course;  they  have  no  objection  to  arrests,  because  they  are  sure  of 
acquittal. 

Question.  There  is  no  obstruction  to  arrests? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world,  but  you  cannot  convict  a  single  man.  There  has  never 
one  been  convicted  in  the  State  (hat  ever  I  have  heard  of.  In  my  county  there  have 
been  over  a  hundred  crimes  committed,  and  not  one  of  the  parties  convicted 

Qucslion.  Are  negroes  summoned  on  juries? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  few;  not  many. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  jurors  summoned  in  the  United  States  courts  there? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  never  have  been  present. 
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Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  what  j)roportion  of  negroes  are  summoned,  upon 
juries  iu  t  lo  I'nited  States  courts  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  ^YLlat  proportion  of  negroes  to  whites  are  summoned  in  your  county? 

Answer.  1  suppose  about  one-eighth  or  one-tenth  iu  riy  county.  This  tbing  in  not 
so  bitter  in  some  parts  of  the  State  as  it  is  througli  my  part.  I  never  had  any  con- 
nection with  politics,  only  in  18G4  and  186.').  In  1.tio4  I-ran  as  a  peace  candidate  for  the 
legislature.  In  1865 1  was  nominated  for  the  convention  and  was  mobbed  or  attempted 
to  l»e  mobbed.  We  had  an  election,  aud  a  couple  of  okl  ])oliticians  attacked  me  and  I 
Avhipped  tliem  both  ;  so  then  they  got  a  mob  ou  me  and  cleared  me  from  the  polls.  I 
claim  to  have  been  as  consis*^"nt  a  Union  man  as  there  was  in  North  Carolina  daring 
the  war,  who  was  a  slave-holder.  I  never  bad  any  fear  of  assassination  all  during  the 
war;  never  till  witliin  the  last  two  years  iu  my  life  have  I  eutertaiued  auy  fear  of 
assassination. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  any  personal  assault  made  on  you  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  tbreatened  constantly.  You  cannot  get  one  of  those  men  to 
attack  nie  l)y  himself  alone — only  when  they  get  a  crowd  of  a  dozen  or  two  to  back 
theui.  No  jiuui  ill  Alamance  County  tbat  belongs  to  that  organization  can  be  got  to 
attack  me  as  a  man,  o})eu,  face  to  face,  and  give  me  a  fair  showing. 

Question.  Have  they  ever  attacked  you  iu  numbers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  .'•Ir. 

Question.  What  have  they  done? 

Answer.  They  atta(  kcd  me  at  Gibsonville.  I  was  a  delegate  tonomhiate  a  candidate 
for  Congress,  and  there  was  a  dozen  of  tbeni  attemjjted  to  attack  me.  I  drew  my  pistol 
on  tbeni  :;nd  told  tbem  tbe  hrst  man  tbat  laid  his  bauds  on  me  would  die  ;  and  they 
backed.     That  was  in  open  daylight. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  Last  June,  IfcTO.  Men  have  attempted  to  att.ack  me  time  aud  again  ;  sv,-ore 
they  would  whii)  iiie  ;  Imt  I  kept  very  cool  and  quiet,  aud  so  they  kept  their  bauds  oil 
uie.  I  always  go  ])ritty  well  prepared  for  the  gentlemen,  aud  I  would  just  like  to  see  oue 
of  tlieni  attack  me  scj):nately  as  a  man.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  I  liave  done 
my  best  to  break  tiieiii  down.  I  have  denounced  them  on  all  occasions,  iniblicly  and 
privately,  as  an  outrage  upon  the  community.  I  have  saiil  this  to  theiu — there  arc 
some  reasonable  men  in  the  organization — ''  If  you  can  show,  me  oue  jiartide  of  good 
that  can  be  derived  from  this  tiling  to  us  pecuniarily,  then,  gentlemen,  I  will  entertain 
you."  It  depresses  business  ;  our  property  is  wort li  nothing.  All  I  have  got  iu  the 
woild  nearly  is  land;  I  can  get  nothing  for  it.  A  stranger  is  not  going  to  go  into  a 
country  where  there  is  a  baud  of  marauders  riding  at  night. 

Quehion.  Do  you  know  auy  cure  for  this  except  in  a  chauge  of  public  sentiment? 
.  Ansuer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  your  cure. 

Answer.  There  is  but  one  way  to  euro  it,  and  that  is,  convict  these  men  who  have 
committed  the  crimes.  Tbat  is  the  cure,  nothing  short  of  it.  Let  thwm  fear  the  Gov- 
ernment and  then  they  will  resi)cct  it. 

Question.  Have  you  had  auy  personal  injury  inllicted  upon  you  by  these  peojile  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir, 

AVashington,  D.  C,  February  3,  1S71. 

Thomas  Settle  sworn  and  «'xauiiued. 
liy  the  CiiAiitMAx: 

Question.  Please  state  your  residence  aud  occupation  f 

Answer.  I  reside  in  Rockingham  County, North  Carolina,  at  Douglass  Post  Oftlce.  At 
present  I  am  one  of  the  judges  of  the  sii]>renie  court. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  ? 

Answer.  I  was  born  and  raised  there. 

Question.  Please  state  your  knowledge  derived  from  your  ofiicial  position  aud  from 
iulbrmat'ion  of  auy  facts  bearing  upon  the  security  of  person  and  jn-operty  iu  tbat  por- 
tion of  the' State  with  which  you  are  aciiuaiuted. 

Answer.  All  that  I  know  has  come  to  me  iu  ray  official  capacity.  I  have  never  seen 
any  of  those  rai<lers  out,  but  some  men  have  confessed  to  me  that  they  were  members 
of  the  organization. 

Question.  What  organization  ? 

Answer.  What  was  known  as  the  Ku-Klux,  generally.  Tbe  White  Brotherhood  was 
the  first.  Some  twelve  mouths  ago  certain  members  cinnmunicated  tome  the  fact  tbat 
that  was  the  real  name.  Ku-Klux  Klau  was  the  general  name  they  went  by,  but  the 
real  name  twelve  or  eighteen  months  ago  was  White  ]»rotherhood. 

Question.  Were  th(!se  confessions  made  to  you  in  your  ollicial  capacity  T 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  as  confessions.  Oue  of  tlumi  sent  me  word  by  others,  and  after- 
ward asked  me  if  I  had  received  his  messages,  aud  theu  we  had  a  conversatiou  in 
which  ho  aliirmcd  it. 
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,  Question.  State  any  facts  that  yon  know,  bearing  on  the  question  of  the  security  oi 
person  and  pro]ieity  in  your  section  of  tlie  State. 

Answer.  The  first  case  that  caTue  to  my  observation  was  one  in  which  I  issued  a  war- 
rant for  murder.  A  colored  woman  some  eighteen  years  of  age  was  I^illed  in  the  county. 
The  coroner  proceeded  to  hold  an  incpiest,  and  after  proceeding  a  day  or  two  he  canio 
to  me  for  instructions.  He  was  not  acrjuainted  in  the  part  of  the  county  where  the 
killing  occurred,  and  he  found  that  the  father  of  tlie  accused  was  foreman  oi"  the  jury  of 
inquest,  and  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  proceed.  I  told  him  it  would  make  no 
difference  in  that  case  how  he  proceeded,  and  that  ho  might  as  well  discliarge  the 
jury.  The  next  day  a  party  applied  to  me  and  I  issued  a  warrant.  The  name  of  the 
deceased  was  Mary  Lomax.  She  aiul  others  were  sleeping  in  a  cabin.  There  were  two 
beds  in  it.  The  usual  manner  of  attack  when  these  men  approach  a  house  was  to  tire 
a  volley  into  the  lionse  tluough  the  door.  On  this  occasion  some  half  a  dozen  pistol 
shots  were  iired  through  the  door.  At  the  saToe  time  some  of  the  party  struck  the  door 
and  lialf  opened  it ;  some  of  the  balls  struck  the  door  as  it  stood  open  and  glanced  and 
struck  the  woman  wlio  was  lying  in  the  bed  in  tli(!  head.  I  suppose  she  never  woko 
up  ;  it  went  tlirongh  her  head,  and  she  was  found  dead  in  that  position.  Some  of  the 
parties  were  identified,  and  I  bound  over  two  of  them  to  court  to  answer  the  charge  of 
luu/'der. 

Qne>ilion.  What  were  their  names  ? 

.Insurr.  Simpson  and  IJarham.  The  manner  of  identification  was  soi§ewhat  singnl.ar. 
One  of  the  men  had  lost  several  of  his  fingers.  After  shooting  one  negro,  they  took  seve- 
ral others  and  wliipped  Ihem.  There  were  some  fifteen  in  the  company  ;  tlu'ce-of  them 
ran  info  the  cabiti  and  commenced  to  beat  on  the  beds  ;  tliey  beat  on  the  dead  body  of 
this  woman,  not  knowing,  it  was  snjyposed,  that  she  was  dead.  Then  they  took  the  negro 
man  out,  the  Inisband  of  anotlier  wonum  wlio  was  in  the  lionse.  It  was  a  bright  moon- 
liglit  night.  The  negro  felt  a  peculiar  pressure  on  his  arm,  and,  looking  down,  he  dis- 
covered Barham's  liand.  He  had  workcul  on  a  farm  with  Barham  two  or  three  years, 
and  knew  of  Ins  having  this  peculiar  hand  ;  th.at,  together  witli  the  size  and  voice, 
which  he  recognized  also,  was  the  means  of  identification.  There  was  no  bill  evei 
found. 

Qtustioii.  Was  there  a  bill  sent  before  the  grand  jury  ? 

Jitucer.  No,  sir;  the  principal  witness,  I  thinic,  (lisappeared.  I  never  saw  nor  heard 
of  the  man  who  was  whipped  afterward.     I  understood  he  left  tlu;  country. 

Question.  Could  you  understand  for  what  reascm  he  left  ? 

Ansxcei:  Xo,  sir;  I  learned,  as  coming  from  the  former  clerk  of  the  superior  court, 
that  he  had  taken  some  pain.'j  to  keep  the  nnnd)er  of  whippings  and  outrages  in  the 
county  of  Rockiiigliaiii,  and  I  think  he  said  there  Avere  62. 

(Juealion.  Within  what  period; 

Ansxvci:  It  was  about  eighteen  months  since. 

Question.     Do  you  mean  to  say  they  cover  a  period  of  eighteen  montlis  1 

Aniwer.  It  has  been  about  eighteen  mouths  since  any  occurred  in  that  county  ;  but 
I  have  heard  since  I  left  that  there  have  been  some  recent  raids  in  one  end  of  the  county. 
I  have  been  in  Raleigh  for  six  weeks  past,  at  court,  and  I  do  not  know  how  that  may 
be.  Then  I  issued  another  warrant  for  sonu?  parties.  Two  magistrates  had  issued  a 
warrant  for  ])arties  cliarged  with  whipping  an  old  negro  man  over  70  years  of  age.  very 
feeble  antl  jiartially  blind.  The  magistrates  attempted  to  make  an  investigation.  Some 
70  or  80  men  gathered  aromul  at  the  trial,  acid  nuide  such  a  disturbance  that  the 
magistrates  were  very  glad,  as  thej  told  me,  to  make  a  compromise  to  keep  the  man 
safe.  This  I  learned  from  a  county  otficer.  The  negro  then  applied  to  me  for  a  war- 
rant, and  I  issued  it,  and  had  tlie  same  parties  brought  before  me.  I  was  satisfied  with 
the  identification  of  two  of  the  party — there  were  fifteen  of  them — and  I  bound  tiver 
the  two  to  answer  the  charge ;  but  there  was  no  bill  (n'cr  sent  in.  Tliis  ofiense  was 
even  more- shocking  than  the  murder.  Thi^y  took  this  old  man,  strippcnl  him  perfectly 
naked,  and  gave  liim  some  fifty  stripes  with  switches.  Then  they  took  his  two  daugh- 
ters who  were  living  in  the  house,  stripped  them  down  to  their  chemises,  and  whipped 
them.  Then  they  took  a  young  negro  man  Avho  was  in  tlie  house  that  niglit  and 
wliiiijied  him,  and  compelled  him  to  go  through  the  form  of  sexual  intercourse  with 
one  of  tlie  girls,  whipjdng  liiui  at  the  same  time.     There  were  no  prosecutions. 

Question.  Where  was  tliis,  and  when? 

Answer.  In  my  own  county,  Roclcingham,  about  eighteen  months  since.  After  the 
issuing  of  tliese  warrants  they  stojiped  in  a  measure ;  but  there  has  never  been  any 
punishment  for  a  single  offens(?  in  tlie  county  Another  illstanec^  occurred  where  there 
was  something  said  about  voting.  The  men  went  into  a  cabin  wlicre  there  was  a  little, 
deformed,  hump-backed  negro,  by  the  name  of  Watt  Richardson,  and  they  whipped 
him  severely.  He  came  to  my  house,  and  as  I  had  to  leave,  I  sent  him  to  souk;  magis- 
trates, who  had  warrants  issued.  But  tlie  parties  were  never  pnnisiied.  Tiiey  whii)ped 
this  little  negro,  and  then  commenced  whipping  another  negro  and  his  wife.  Seeing 
them  draw  some  pistols,  the  woman  began  to  cry  out  murder,  and  make  a  great  noise. 
There  was  a  large  fire  burning  on  the  hearth,  and  one  of  the  men  seized  a  chunk  of 
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burniug  wood  aurl  thrust  the  firebrand  down  her  mouth.  They  said  it  was  six  weeks 
■before  the  woman  recovered.  The  iiit\)rmation  came  to  me  from  the  husband  and  other 
nefi^roes.  There  was  one  other  case.  They  went  to  another  house  of  an  old  colored 
mau  named  Lindsey  Foiudexter.  This  was  in  a  different  ]iart  of  the  county.  These 
different  cases  occurred  some  ten  or  tifteen  miles  apart.  They  tired  into  the  cabin  of 
the  old  colored  mau,  as  usual;  the  shot  struck  him  in  the  toe,  and  took  one  of  them  off. 
He  juuiped  iip,  and  succeeded  in  getting  away.  It  was  dark,  and  he  ran  off.  They 
then  went  to  the  fireplace,  and  picking  up  the  contents  of  it,  threw  them  into  the  bed, 
wlieie  his  wife  and  little  children  were.  The  woman  and  children  jumped  out  as 
quick  as  they  could  ;  being  a  straw  bed  it  caught  fire,  and  the  house  ami  everything 
in  it  was  bvirued  up.  These  were  the  most  aggravated  offenses.  A  great  many  more 
were  wliipped  terrilily  ;  they  came  to  me  and  showed  their  scars.  In  many  instances 
they  did  not  pretend  to  make  any  identification.  Most  of  them  failed  for  want  of 
ideutilicatiou.  The  disguises  are  very  comidete.  I  can  state,  if  it  is  desired,  some- 
thing that  has  occurred  since  the  August  elections,  as  related  to  me  by  my  brother, 
Judge  Keade,  of  the  supreme  court. 

Qaention.  If  it  bears  on  the  general  snltject,  give  it. 

Aiiawcr.  Judge  Keade  informed  me  the  other  day,  iu  Raleigh,  that  a  party  went  to 
several  cabins  on  one  of  the  plantations  in  Pearson  Couuty  and  shot  one  negro  dead, 
and  also  shot  two  others,  who  recovered,  and  whipped  several  others.  The  two  who 
recovered  weri^badly  shot.  Tlie  jnen  who  did  these  things  said  that  heretofore  they 
had  only  whiii])ed,  but  that  it  was  going  to  l>e  changed,  and  for  the  future,  they  were 
going  to  kill.  Tiie  .jndgi;  si'ut  fen-  the  witnesses — in  fact  for  the  whole  neigiiborhood — 
and  histoid  me  that  when  he  brought  them  up,  it  was  with  the  greatest  difiicilty  they 
couhl  begot  to  testify.  They  asketl  to  be  h-t  alone;  they  preferred  to  submit  to  the 
treatment  they  had  received  lather  flian  run  tin;  risk  of  telling  it.  I  give  these  us 
spi'cimeiis  of  the  worst  cases  that  have  come  under  my  observation. 

Qiiextion.  What  has  been  the  effect  on  the  j)ublle  mind,  with  reference  to  the  security 
of  person  and  jiroperty,  of  th(!se  ontragi'S,  and  the  dillicnlty  in  the  way  of  punishment  t 

JiifiHcr.  Well,  sir,  I  sup])ose  any  candid  man  in  North  Carolina  would  tell  you  it  is 
inipossilde  for  the  civil  authorities,  liowever  vigilant  they  may  be,  to  imr.ish  those 
who  ])erpetratt^  tliese  outrages.  The  <lefeet  lies  not  so  much  with  tiie  courts  as  with 
the. juries.  You  cannot  get  a  conviction;  you  cannot  get  a  bill  found  by  t Ik;  grand 
jury,  or,  if  you  do,  the  petit  jury  ac([uits  the  parties.  In  my  otHeial  capacity  I  sit 
"witli  Judge  Pearson  and  Judge  Dick.  Judge  Pearson  issued  a  bench  warrant  last 
summer  for  sonu^  jiarties,  and  luul  them  brought  liefore  him  at  Raleigh.  He  requested 
Judge  Dick  and  myself  to  meet  liim.  We  did  so,  and  the  trial  extended  over  tfireo 
weeks,  and  there  it  came  to  oui'  knowledge  that  it  was  the  duty  and  obligation  of 
members  of  tiiis  secret  organization  to  imt  themselves  in  the  way  to  be  summoned  as 
jurors,  to  ac(|uit  the  accused,  or  ^o  have  themselves  summoned  as  witnesses,  to  prove 
■  an  alibi.  Tiiis  they  swore  to;  and  such  is  the  general  impression.  Of  course  it  must 
be  so,  for  there  has  not  been  a  single  instance  of  conviction  in  the  State. 

QnciCioii.  Upon  investigations  made  before  you  in  your  onicial  capacity,  liavc  yon  anj- 
doubt  that  a  state  of  things  exists  re<piiring  men  to  shield  tiiemselves  in  the  way  you 
Lave  mentioned  ? 

Aiisucr.  None  whatever.  I  am  satisfied,  from  their  own  declarations  and  from  the 
effect  visilde  in  all  the  courts,  that  if  is  so. 

Qitisiioii.  Where  they  an^  cliarged  with  offenses,  is  there  any  ]irobability  of  securing 
justice  against  tliem  in  counties  wliere  the  organization  exists  at  all  ? 

Jiitunr.  Well,  sir,  my  belief  is  fluit  the  organi/ation  extends  to  every  county  in  the 
State.  I  am  satisti«Hl  that  the  organization  is  a  very  extensive  one.  1  have  no  doubt 
it  is  much  more  numerous  in  some  counties  than  otliers,  and  I  believe  the  middle  or 
Piedmont  region  of  the  State  is  the  chief  nucleus,  and  that  there  the  outrages  have 
been  the  most  numerous. 

(Jucstioti.  Does  that  inclnde  Alamance  County? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  includes  the  counties  of  Alamance,  Orange,  Moore,  Chatham, 
Roekinmham,  Caswell,  and  Person. 

Qiirstioii.  What  is  the  exi)ression  of  public  sentiment  with  reference  to  these  out- 
rages .'     Is  there  any  divisiim  ;  and  if  so,  how  is  the  sentiment  divided? 

Jhsiccc.  Well,  sir,  a  great  many  of  all  parties  condemn  the  outrages,  but,  strange  to 
say,  a  great  many  of  our  best  iieople  seem  to  think  that  it  is  right.  They  say,  if  it  was 
not  for  the  Kn-Klux,tliey  could  not  have  anything  in  their  corn-cribs  or  smoke-houses, 
and  that  the  Ku-Klnx  are  their  only  protection.  1  have  heard  of  some  of  tlielirst  ladies 
in  file  State  using  those  expressi(nis.  A  great  inauy  say  they  thank  God  that  the  Ku- 
Klux  are  there,  or  use;  such  expressions  as  that. 

QiU's/iOH.  Is  it  your  belief  that  the  organizations  are  encouraged  by  the  idea  that 
they  have  the  sujiport  of  either  of  the  ])olitieal  i)arties,  as  ai)arty  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  doubt  the  fact  that  all  the  members  of  it  that  we  know 
or  have  ev«'r  heard  of,  belong  to  one  party.  I  should  dislike  very  much  to  believe  that 
all  of  the  same  party  were  members  of  it  or  even  approved  of  it;  in  fact,  I  know  they 
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do  not.  I  believe  the  most  efficient  aid  I  had  in  Rockingham  County,  in  stopjMng  this 
thing,  eighteen  months  ago,  came  from  a  democrat.  I  tliink  the  speech  of  Governor 
Reid,  who  is  an  ex-Senator  of  the  United  States,  had  more  to  do  with  stopping  it  thaa 
anything  I  did. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Qur-s/Jon.  Was  he  a  democrat  ? 

Anawcr.  Yes,  sir;  a  leading  democrat  of  the  State.  He  denounced  the  movement, 
and  tohl  them  they  would  put  every  man's  life  and  property  at  the  mercy  of  the  mob 
if  persisted  in.     But  be  is  an  exception. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Give  us  your  belief  as  to  the  true  position  of  the  political  organizations 
with  reference  to  this  organization. 

Jii^wer.  Well,  sir,  I  must  think  that  the  present  democratic  party  there,  judging  from 
the  circunsstances,  are  encouraging  it.  I  do  not  think  it  is  accidental.  In  tlie  cour.se 
of  our  investigation  last  summer  it  leaked  out  in  the  testimony  tliat  Hamilton  C.  Jones, 
present  member  of  the  legislature,  gave  tlie  signs  of  tlie  Invisible  Empire  to  .James  E. 
Boyd,  who  was  then  a  democratic  candidate  for  the  house  of  commons  for  Alamance 
County.  Dr.  Moore,  also,  who  had  Ijceu  a  mendjerof  the]>revious  house,  gave  tlie  signs 
of  the  Invisible  Eivipire.  Mr.  Boyd  had  belonged  to  the  White  Brotherhood,  and  this 
was  a  new  organization  to  make  it  more  compact,  it  was  said.  Alter  Dr,  IMoiue  had 
given  the  signs  to  Mr.  Boyd  they  walked  down  to  the  Yarboro  Hotel  anil  went  into 
the  room  of  Colonel  .Tones,  who  also  gave  Mr.  Boyd  the  signs.  It  was  not  proved  that 
they  were  members,  but  Mr.  Boyd  said  in  his  testimony  that  Mr.  Jarvis  was  in  the 
room  when  Hamilton  C.  Jones  gave  him  the  signs.  It  was  further  stated  by  Mr.  Boyd 
that  he  learned  from  Dr.  Moore  that  Frederick  N.  Strudwick,  a  grandson  of  a  former 
chief  justice,  Frederick  Nash,  was  on  his  way  to  assasinate  Senator  Shoffner,  who  had 
introduced  the  stringent  militia  bill.  Well,  at  the  next  session  of  the  legislature,  Mr. 
Jarvis  was  made  speaker.  He  is  spi-akcr  of  the  jjresent  house.  No  person  swore  posi- 
tively that  Mr.  Jarvis  was  a  member  of  the  organization,  but  Mr.  Boyd  swore  that  Dr. 
Moore  informed  him  that  Jarvis  was  a  member,  and  that  Jarvis  -was  iu  the  room  when 
Jones  gave  the  signs.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Senate,  and  .Judge 
Warren,  who  is  presiding  officer,  being  in  feeble  health,  Mr.  Jones  frequently  prrsides 
in  tlnit  body.  It  is  notorious  that  the  resolution  of  impeachment  of  Governor  Hohlen 
was  passed  in  caucus.  Mr.  Strudwick  was  charged  with  introducing,  and  did  intro- 
duce, the  resolution.  He  was  also  prominent  in  bringing  forward  a  bill,  which  ])assed 
and  l)ecamc  a  law  forthwith,  to  repeal  the  act  which  had  been  j)assed,  introduced  by 
Mr.  Shotfner.  I  draw  from  these  facts  the  inference  that  the  legislature  must  be  con- 
trolled by  those  men  who  were  honored  by  the  party,  and  who  were  elected  last  sum- 
mer as  members  of  the  party,  and  I  think  that  is  the  general  opinion. 

QHesdoii.  Do  I  understand  you,  then,  to  say  that  the  weight  of  what  is  known  as  the 
conservative  or  deiiuicratie  party  at  i)resent  gives  encouragement  to  this  orgauizatiou, 
and  that  those  of  that  party  who  denounce  it  are  exceptions  ? 

Answer.  A'es,  sir;  that  is  the  general  opinion  there. 

QitesUon.  Are  there  any  other  members  of  the  legislature  who  were  shown  before  you 
to  be  members  of  the  organization  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  there  were.  There  was  no  direct  evidence  that 
Mr.  Jarvis  belonged  to  it,  only  that  the  others  told  ilr.  Boyd  that  Mr.  .Jarvis  was  a 
member,  and  that  he  was  present  when  Mr.  Jones  passed  the  signs  to  Mr.  Boyd. 

Qne-ition.  Did  your  investigation  disclose  the  existence  of  any  other  secret  organiza- 
tion there  which  led  to  any  distnrliauce  of  the  peace  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  in  the  cross-examination  they  introduced  all  the  e\idence  they  could 
in  regard  to  all  the  secret  societies  in  the  State.  They  brought  forward  the  ritual  of  the 
Union  Leagues,  proved  it,  and  offered  it  iu  evidence.  Able  counsel  represented  botli 
sides.  Then  there  was  argument  and  reply.  It  was  statcnl  that  a  great  many  outrages 
Avere  committed  iu  retaliation  for  the  burning  of  barns  and  for  stealing.  That  was  the 
excuse  set  up.  They  charged  that  they  were  done  on  the  one  hand  by  the  Union 
Leagues. 

Questiiin.  Did  any  evidence  before  you  disclose  the  fact  that  any  such  wrongs  had 
been  directed  by  the  Union  Leagues  to  be  committed? 

Ausirer.  No,  sir;  I  saw  no  evidence  that  implicated  any  movement  on  the  part  of 
any  of  the  Union  Leagues.  Nothing  of  that  sort.  In  fact,  it  was  proved  that  the 
Union  Leagues  met  openly,  held  their  parades  openly,  and  moved  without  any  secrecy, 
though  they  had  secrecy  in  regard  to  their  signs. 

Question.  As  the  result  of  your  investigations,  what  is  your  belief  as  to  the  cause  of 
these  disorders  and  outrages  ? 

Ansu-er.  Well,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  the  sentiment  of  the  old  war  feeling  engend- 
ering a  bitter  state  of  feeling  aboni  the  loss  of  slavery— the  bitterness  that  sprang  up 
during  the  war.    Then  it  is  alleged  on  their  part  that  Congress  has  been  prescriptive, 
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and  lias  not  measured  out  to  them  the  justice  and  libei'ality  that  they  expected.  That 
gives  them  an  excuse  for  their  bitterness. 

Qtir.siion.  Do  they  comphiin  of  the  reconstruction  acts  ? 

Aiisiccr.  They  did  for  a  whih' ;  they  opposed  them  v<'ry  bitterly  as  a  party;  but  of 
late,  ia  their  resolutions,  they  subseriljc  as  a  party  to  th(!  reconstruction  acts.  lint  of 
one  feature  of  these  acts  they  still  complain  a  cry  bitterly,  and  that  is,  the  disabilities 
resting;'  on  a  portion  of  the  comnumity. 

Question.  The  constitutional  disabilities  iuijiosed  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  ? 

A^isircr.  Yes,  sir. 

Qucudon.  Does  the  state  of  things  you  have  been  speaking  of  prevail  throughout  the 
State  ? 

Answer.  There  are  some  portions  of  the  State  where  I  think  thej-  have  been  free  from 
any  disturbance.  It  is  understood  that  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  StJite,  in  Lenoir 
and  .Jones  and  the  adjoining  counties,  there  were  a  great  many  disturbances.  lathe 
northeastern,  or  All)eniarle  jxiriion  of  the  State,  I  do  not  thiidi  there  have  been  any 
disturl)anc('s,  and  ])rob:il>]y  there  iiave  been  but  few  in  the  extreme  west :  but  the  cen- 
tral portion  of  the  State  has  lieen  the  theater  of  most  of  the  outrages. 

(JiKsliou.  In  those  ])ortions  in  which  tliey  have  jire^vailed  do  you  believe  tlic  civil 
trilinnals  are  adeqiuite  to  secure  justice  to  tJie  people  who  have  l)een  wronged  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  idea  that  they  an;;  and  I  l)elieve  it  proceeds  froirt  a  de- 
fect in  the  juries.  I  have  seen  tiie  circuit  judges  and  the  .stdicitors;  I  have,  known  of 
their  sending  bills  and  endeavoring  to  execute  the  law;  but  the  defect  c;nne  from  tlie 
jury,  tirst  in  not  getting  bills  found,  or,  if  found,  in  not  getting  a  conviction.  In  every 
ca.se  that  I  have  heard  of  being  tried  they  have  provetl  an  alibi.  A  wh(dtr  neighborhood 
is  brought  in  to  prove  it,  and  they  do  it  ."^o  satisfactorily  that  it  would  be  a  singular 
thing  for  a  jury  to  lind  the  party  guilty.  They  give  a  jury  ample  ground  for  their 
verdicts  of  ac(iuittal  in  every  case  I  have  heard  of. 

Question.  Weic  these  injuries  intlicted,  as  a  general  rule,  on  per.sons  of  one  party  or 
of  both  polilical  i)arties  * 

An>:wer.  I  h;ive  never  heard  of  any  other  than  a  republican  being  outraged.  Well,  I 
have  heard  of  some  ))arn-burnings,  things  of  that  sort.  I  do  not  think  I  have  ev<'r  heard 
of  any  whippings,  but  barn-burnings  and  larcehies  ;  but  these  were  without  regard  to 
parties;  they  would  steal  Irom  one  as  well  as  another. 

Question  If  there  are  any  other  facts  in  yoiu'  knowledge  which  bear  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  .security  of  person  and  property,  please  give  them. 

Answer.  I  d(t  not  know  of  anything  further  tlian  the  fact  that  I  am  .satisfied  the  law 
cannot  be;  executed,  from  the  fact  that  in  not  a  solitary  instance  out  of  the  many 
hundreds  of  outrages  that  have  occurred  hastiiere  )>ecn  a  couN-ietion. 

Question.  The  trials  for  these  offenses  would  not  take  place  in  the  court  ovi-r  which 
you  preside  ? 

Ansn-er.  No,  sir;  we  simply  sit  as  a  court  of  appellate  jurisdiction  upon  (piestious  of 
law — nojury  trials. 

By  Mr.  Bay.v1!1)  : 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  all  these  cases  of  gross  outrages  but  one  were 
counnitted  eighteen  months  ago? 

Answer.  Yi's,  sir. 

Question.  An<l  that  one  was  mentioned  to  you  lately  by  Judge  Reade? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  there  any  causes  given  for  these  assaults  upon  these  people  ? 

Answer.  Well,  no,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  or  not  charged  with  having  committed  assaults  upcui  women,  or 
thefts,  or  iiulecent  exjiosures,  or  keeping  houses  of  ill-fame,  things  of  that  kind  '? 

Answer.  Well,  there  have  been  .sometimes  sugiresticnis  of  that  kind  made,  but  iu  tho 
cases  tluit  came  before  me  there  was  never  any  ))roof. 

Question.  It  was  all  on  one  side  iu  the  cases  before  you,  was  it  not? 

Answer.  No,  sir^  I  toi)k  a  wide  range  as  a  magistrate  and  went  into  tin;  whole  matter. 
In  the  ca.se  where  the  negro  woman  was  killed,  I  think  they  said  tluire  had  beenaditti- 
culty  between  the  negro  man  they  were  looking  ibr  and  another  negro,  ami  the  de- 
fense was  that  the  Ku-Klnx  did  not  kill  the  negro,  but  that  ho  was  killed  by  some  other 
negro  with  whom  he  had  had  a  (lilliculty. 

Question.  Have  you  known  any  cases  of  negroes  caught  iu  disguise? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  some  in  Alamance  County  ;  they  are  now  in  the  penitentiary 
for  it. 

Question.  Had  you  im  convictions  of  negroes  for  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  Yes,  .sir,  those  in  Alamance  County. 

Question.  How  many  were  there? 

Ansuer.  I  fhiidc  there  weri^  three  eonvietod. 

Question.  Were  there  more  apprehended? 
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Ansivcr.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of.  I  got  this, information  just  as  I  did  a  great  deal  of 
the  other,  from  report. 

(liiesiion.  You  know  it  in  the  same  way,  by  infoi'mation ? 
Ai)strcr.  Just  by  information. 

Qncsiwii.  Do  you  recollect  a  case  of  a  man  named  Parsley? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  one  of  those  sent  to  the  penitentiary. 

Quesfiou.  Who  v/as  he? 

Ansiver.  A  negro,  living  in  Alamance  County;  I  learned,  mostly  from  tlie  Sentinel, 
that  he  was  a  preacher,  and  that  he  went  out  with  some  others  in  disguise  as  Ku-Klux 
to  take  vengeance  on  some  other  negroes,  and  whipped  them. 

Question.  Were  they  convicted  of  whipping  some  of  their  own  color  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Before  whom  were  they  tried  ? 
.Answer.  Judge  Tonrgee. 

Question.  Do  you  hold  the  circuit  court? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Y'ou  hold  the  supreme  court  ? 

Answer.  Y'es  sir;  I  am  associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court.  Wo  have  no  jurisdic^ 
tion  of  jury  trials,  but  we  have  large  jurisdiction  as  peace  oihcers. 

Que-'ition.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  l)ench  f 

Answer.  Since  Jidy,  IdiJS. 

Question.  How  are  you  elected? 

Answer.  By  the  peoJ)h^. 

Qneslion.  What  counties  does  your  circuit  embrace? 

Answer.  The  whole  State.  I  was  solicitt>r  for  nine  years  of  the  4th  circuit,  which 
embraces  twelve  counties.     When  I  left  the  solicitorshii)  I  went  ux)oa  the  bench. 

Qneslion.  By  what  party  were  you  elected  ? 

Answer.  By  the  republican  party. 

Question.  In  Rockingham  County  what  is  the  cast  of  party  politics? 

Answer.  It  has  been  lluetuating.  It  has  always  been  a  county  on  the  balance.  Last 
year  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  republicans  ;  now  it  is  in  the  hands  of  th;-  conservatives. 

Question.  For  the  two  years  preceding  last  August,  in  whose  bauds  was  it? 

Answer.  In  the  hands  of  the  republicans. 

Question,  \\vre  all  the  county  ol'iicers  members  of  that  party? 

^mswer.  I  think  they  were. 

Question.  The  county  couimissioncrs,  too  ? 

AnsHHT.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  Under  your  system,  I  believe,  they  select  the  juries? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  sheriif  was  elected  by  the  same  party? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qi'esiion.  Have  you  been  i)resent  at  the  elections  durmg  the  last  two  years? 

Ansteer.  Yes,  sir  ;  have  been  at  the  polls. 

Question.  Have  the  elections  been  reasonably  orderly  and  (juiet  ? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  No  intimidation  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  observed. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  exe<;ntion  of  process,  can  the  officers  of  the  law  make  what 
arrests  their  processes  require  without  resistance  ? 

Answer.  Y^es, sir,  they  have  had  no  resistance;  it  has  been  a  uuitter  that  the^  have 
commented  on,  the  fact  that  they  could  be  arrested  anywhere. 

Question.  No  obstrnctiou? 

Ansieer.  None  at  all ;  not  as  a  general  thing  ;  perhaps  there  have  been  some  instances. 

Question.  Are  you  aware,  yourself,  of  any  molestation  of  officers  of  the  United  States 
or  of  the  State  in  serving  process  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Would  you  state  it  as  a  fact  that  it  is  perfectly  practicable  for  the  United 
States  civil  oflicers  to  serve  process  and  arrest  ai  prisoner  all  over  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  say  not  in  certain  portions  of  it;  not  however  with  regard  to 
these  matters  so  much  as  revenue  matters.  I  have  heard  of  resistance  and  danger  to 
United  States  officers,  growing  out  of  the  revenue. 

Question.     Was  that  in  respect  to  the  collection  of  the  tax  on  spirits  ? 

Ansu-er.  Y'es,  sir ;  I  have  heard  there  is  some  danger  in  that,  and  1  imagine  thee  is. 

Question.  You  mean  in  regard  to  the  seizure  of  illicit  stills  ? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir;  with  some  officers  traveling  in  certain  dlstiicts. 
Question.  With  these  exceptions  do  you  know  that  it  is  perlrctly  ])racticable  to  serve 
processes  throughout  the  State  by  an  unarmed  official  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir;  I  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  serving  process. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  now  a  proposition  before  the  legislature  to 
hold  a  new  State  convention  iu  North  Carolina? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  such  a  measure  uovr  pending  helbre  the  legislature. 

Question.  What  is  the  bill — to  provide  lor  an  election  of  delegates  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  it  has  passed  both  houses.  There  are  some  little  amend- 
meuts  and  probably  a  disagreement  and  a  committee  of  conference.  It  proposes  to 
hold  the  election  on  the  30th  of  March. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  present  speaker  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  North  Carolina,  as  being  a  putative  member  of  this  secret  organization,  the 
Ku-Klux  ;  is  your  means  of  knowledge  of  that  fact  derived  from  Mr.  James  E.  Boyd's 
statemeirt  ? 

Ansircr.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  just  vrhat  was  to  be  seen  in  the  published  evidence.  I  have 
no  proof  of  it  further  than  the  declarations  of  Mr.  Boyd. 

Question.  Mr.  Boyd  has  been  examined  here  and  his  declaration  was  that  he  had  been 
informed  by  others  ? 

Ansuxi:  Yes,  sir;  he  stated,  however,  that  he  was  in  the  room  when  the  sign  was 
Hjiade  to  both  the  other  parties. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  bail  recpiired  of  Mr.  Boyd  at  the  time  of  his 
arrest,  bj-  Governor  Holden  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  do  not;  I  do  not  suppose  he  had  any  right  to  take  bail. 

Question.  Do  you,  or  not,  know  that  $50,000  was  required  ? 

Ansivei:  I  do  not  know  what  the  amount  was.     I  understood  he  was  bailed. 

I 

Bj'  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Bailed  for  what  ? 

Ansicer.  He  was  under  military  arrest  and  he  came  down  to  Raleigh,  as  I  understood, 

and  was  discharged  by  the  governor  taking  some  bond  for  his  appearance. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  enough  from  his  statement,  or  from  that  of  Governor  Holden, 
to  state  whether  the  price  of  his  discharge  was  the  divulging  of  his  late  com])anionsf 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

By  the  Ciiairmax; 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  standing  of  Jlr.  Boyd  as  a  member  of  the  bar 
and  a  citizen  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  his  father,  who  was  a  very  worthy  nian  and  a  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture from  Alamance  County  ;  and  I  met  this  yoniig  man  at  a  court  or  two.  I  l)arely 
knew  him  as  a  young  member  of  tlie  bar.  I  thinic  his  and  his  fatlier's  standing  was 
very  good  in  Alamance  County.  The  father  served  in  the  legislature  a  sliort  time  ago; 
and  the  son,  I  imagine,  enjoyed  the  conlidence  of  the  i>arty,  ior  he  had  been  brought  for- 
ward as  a  nominee  for  the  legislature  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  by  Colonel  Kirk. 
.  Que.slion.  Could  yon  suggest  anything  in  the  way  of  a  legislative  or  civil  remedy  for 
the  state  of  things  in  North  Cai'olina  ? 

AuKWiT.  AVeli,  sir,  I  am  not  able  ;  I  have  tried  to  devise  something  that  would  meet 
our  ease,  but  I  am  unable  to  suggest  anything  at  present.  1  thiiilc  ])ri)bably  the  remedy 
lies  in  onrselves;  let  us  work  it  out.  1  do  not  know.  Tiieie  is  a  great  deal  said  now 
about  these  ]iolitical  disabiliti<'S.  For  my  jtart  I  think,  in  the  present  circumstances, 
that  it  is  doing  more  harm  than  good  to  retain  them,  and  for  this  reason  :  So  far  as  ob- 
noxious men  are  eoneerned,  then-  are  men  just  as  obnoxious  to  tlie  rjuietof  the  country 
outside  of  these  men  under  tlu;  ban  as  any  that  are  among  them;  and  it  enables  all 
parties  there — and  most  of  oar  i)eople  are  politicians;  men  and  women  all  talic  out 
pretty  freely — it  enables  them  to  say,  '"Here  is  oneset  of  men  disfiau<hise(l,  and  their 
slaves  are  eufraneliised  to  govern  them."  Well,  it  is  but  a  small  list,  but  it  creates 
sym])athy,  or  rather  they  can  make  sympathy  out  of  it.  Still  those  men  vote,  and  they 
can  select  men  e(|ually  as  objectional)le  as  any  of  themselves  who  are  under  the  ban. 
I  have  always  thouglit  tliat  iieiiia))s  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done  iu  that  respect 
would  l)e  to  remove  their  <lisabilities. 

Question.  With  your  knowledge  of  the  mean.s  by  which  this  organization  seeks  to  ac- 
complish its  ))Mrpose,  do  yon  believe  it  would  be  safe  to  intrust  its  members  witU 
political  power  as  members  of  Congress  or  of  the  Stat(!  legislature  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  having  heard  the  character  of  their  oaths  I  could  not  trust  the  men 
with  anything  anywhere. 

Question.  Would  it  be  ])rndent  to  remove  the  disabilities  of  such  men  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  w<mld  not  trust  a  man  in  any  jiosition,  ]irivate  or  ])nblic,  who  I 
helieved  was  a  member  of  that  organization,  or  wlio  had  taken  these  oaths.  But  I  say 
they  can  do  us  more  harm  by  being  under  the  ban  than  by  being  relieved,  because  they 
say  it  is  not  fair  to  light  a  man  with  one  hand  tied  behind  him,  and  create  sympathy 
in  that  way.  Therefore  I  believe  it  would  have  a  good  (effect  to  remove  their  disabili- 
ties. You  kee))  out  A,  B,  C,  and  D  simply  because  they  are  under  tin-  ban,  and  you  let 
in  E,  F,  G,  and  H  who  arc  not  under  the  ban,  but  who  are  equally  objectionable. 
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By  Mr.  Bayard  ; 

Question.  Do  yon  mean  that  all  citizens  of  North  Carolina  who  are  under  political 
disabilities  are  members  of  this  organization  ?  Do  yon  state  that  of  yonr  o\Yn  knowledge? 

Ansicer.  By  no  means.  I  do  not  Icnow  anything  about  it,  whether  they  aie  or  not. 
I  know  some  men  who  arc  nnder  disabilities  who  are  outspoken  in  denoniieing  it. 

QuesHoii.  Were  yon  ever  under  political  disabilities"? 

Aihiicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queiilioii.  Were  they  removed? 

Aiisiver.  They  Vvcre ;  and  that  is  one  reason  why  I  have  never  opposed  any  other  man's 
enfraueftsement. 

Question.  When  were  j'onrs  removed? 

Answer.  In  1838.  Perhaps  that  may  have  given  some  coloring  to  my  feelings ; 
having  asked  for  my  own  to  be  removed,  I  have  never  opposed  anybody  else's. 

Queslion.  Do  you  not  know  many  men  who  are  now  under  political  disabilities  who 
are  entirely  trustworthy  in  any  cajjacity,  private  or  pu1)lic? 

Ansuer.  Yes,  sir;  men  that  I  would  trust,  and  that  are  worthy  of  confidence. 

Question.  Are  the  class  of  men  under  political  disabilities  generally  those  who  were 
eminent  in  civil  life  before  the  war? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir,  necessarily  so;  the  men  who  held  office. 

Question.  And  wJio  are  now  disqualified? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  the  restoration  of  the  competency  of  these  men  who 
held  office  would  have  a  beneficial  etfect  upon  the  temper  of  society  in  your  State? 

Ansurr.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  would. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  would  tend  potentially  to  restore  or  create  a  proper  condi- 
tion of  social  and  civil  feeling  there  ? 

jHSJcer.  No,  sn-;  I  do  not  believe  that  that  of  itself  would.  I  think  the  disease  is 
too  deep-seated  to  be  afiected  by  so  slight  a  remedy.  It  arises  from  the  hostility  and 
bitterness  growing  out  of  the  war.  Many  men  who  are  known  to  be  reimblicans  are 
asked  to  sign  petitions  for  the  relief  of  political  disabilities  of  others.  In  most  in- 
stances they  have  done  it.  Some  men  make  it  a  rule  never  to  decline.  Such  has  Ijeeu 
the  rule  with  me,  never  to  decline  where  the  ])arties  asked  for  it.  I  am  satisfied,  how- 
ever, that  a  great  many  of  those  who  received  those  favors  do  not  afterward  show  any 
gratitude  at  all,  but  have  been  very  violent  and  active  in  destroying  the  character  and 
reputation  of  those  who  signed  their  petitions. 

Question.  Is  that  yonr  personal  experience  ? 

Answer.  My  observation,  more  than  my  personal  experience.  I  have  lived  in  the 
State  all  my  life,  and  have  never  f.'lt  these  proscriptions  so  ranch  as  others  speak  of.  I 
never  had  cause  to  comiilain  myself,  but  I  have  witnessed  it  very  extensively.  I  think 
the  relief  from  political  disabilities  might  have  a  tendency  to  rest(u-e  society.  I  hope 
that  it  would  ;  but  my  opinion  is  that  society  is  resting  upon  a  basis  there  that  cannot 
exist  for  any  length  of  time. 

Question.  Explain  what  you  mean. 

Ansiver.  There  is  too  nnieh  political  bitterness,  and  there  is  a  party  that  have  taken 
the  law  into  their  own  hands  and  have  punished  men  indiscriminately  from  <me  end  of 
the  State  to  the  other,  and  there  has  not  been  a  single  instance  of  the  punishment  of 
those  who  have  c(nnmittcd  these  outrages.  I  believe  if  this  thing  goes  on  we  shall 
become,  as  they  say,  Mexicanized.  I  believe  society  is  degenerating.  I  am  compelled 
to  believe  it  has  become  veiy  corrupt,  when  to  any  extent  an  organization  can  be 
found  to  take  oaths  such  as  have  been  detailed  to  us  as  the  oaths  of  this  organization. 
And  yet  we  have  it  re^iorted  that  men  honored  in  the  land  do  take  these  oaths. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  yoti  known  auy  persons  who  have  had  their  disabilities  removed  that 
have  apologized  for  or  justified  these  outrages  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  how  to  answer  that  question.  When  any  of  the 
men  who  perpetrated  these  outrages  have  been  brought  up,  they  have  been  represent- 
ed liy  volunteer  counsel ;  I  will  not  say  always,  but  last  summer,  during  our  investi- 
gation, the  counsel,  I  beliivo,  made  it  a  matter  of  boast  that  they  volunteered. 

Question.  Who  were  they  ? 

Ansicer.  Judge  Battle,  Governor  Bragg,  Judge  Merriman,  and  others.  They  were 
prominent  members  of  the  bar. 

Question.  Have  the  disabilities  of  either  of  them  been  removed? 

Ansicer.  Those  of  Judge.  Merriman  have  been  removed. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  February  6,  1871, 
'  C.  E.  Thomas  sworn  aud  cxainiued. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qitestion.  lu  what  part  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  do  you  reside? 

Jiiswcr.  I  reside  in  the  city  of  Newborn,  Craven  County. 

Question.  How  hincj  have  you  been  a  resident  of  that  State? 

Ansircr.  I  was  born  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  was  educated  at  its  university. 
I  have  lived  in  the  Sfate  all  my  life. 

Quesfio)!.  What  positions  have  you  held  in  the  State  ?  * 

Answer.  I  was  a  member  of  the  convention  of  18o0,  in  North  Carohua,  and  acted  aa 
such  uiitil  the  adjonrnnient  of  the  convention.  Subsequently  I  was  principal  clerk  oi. 
the  senate  of  that  State,  and,  -wliile  acting  as  such,  I  was  elected  by  the  h'gislature  as 
secretary  of  state,  in  T\hich  office  I  continued  initil  the  surrender.  Subsequently,  at 
the  request  of  the  then  piovisional  governor  and  tlie  iireseut  governor,  W.  W.  Holdefl, 
I  held  the  fiffiee  of  sccictaiy  of  state  jirovisiinially  for  a  few  months.  Last  spring  two 
years  ago  I  was  elected  judge  of  the  nperior  comt  for  the  third  judicial  district  of 
North  Carolina.  That  ofiice  I  resigned  the  lirst  Monday  in  October  last,  having  held 
it  a  little  over  two  years'. 

Qvcsl'wn.  Are  you  now  a  niendier  elect  to  the  Forty-second  Congress? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  1  was  elected  from  the  second  congressional  district  of  North 
Carolina. 

(Question.  Will  you  now  please  go  on  and  state  connectedly  and  succinctly  your 
knowledge  and  observation  of  the  state  of  alfaiis  in  those  portions  of  Noith  Carolina 
with  whieii  you  are  and  have  been  conversant,  as  affecting  the  .security  of  life,  person, 
and  pro]i''rty  ? 

Auswer.  Last  August,  twelvi^  months  ago,  on  my  return  from  New  York,  I  found 
some  sixteen  or  more  persons  detained  in  the  counly  jail  of  Craven  County,  as  I  under- 
stood, by  order  of  the  goveinor  of  tlu^  State,  They  had  been  awaiting  my  return  tor  :t 
prelimiiiiiry  examination.  Two  of  those  per.sons,  I  thiidc,  were  charged  with  mnrder; 
a  numlier  of  them,  a  majority  ol'  them,  were  charged  with  conspiracy,  and  perhaps  one 
or  two  of  them  were  charged  with  lai-ceny.  After  some  inquiry,  I  came  to  the  coin-lu- 
sion  that  it  was  true,  as  stated  to  me,  that  no  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  cttunties  in 
which  th(^  crimes  had  been  conunifted  would  issue  his  warrant  to  arrest  the  parties,  or 
if  he  did  issue  it,  would  hear  it  and  conduct  the  exandnation. 

(Juestion.  In  what  counties  were  the  crimes  connnitted  / 

Ansu-er.  The  crimes  were  conmntted  in  the  counties  of  Lenoir  and  Greene.  I  merely 
give  tho  statement  as  it  was  given  to  wo,  tiiough  1  do  not  now  vouch  for  the  truth  of 
it.  I  acted  ni)on  that  information,  believing  it  to  be  my  duty,  and  issued  a  bench  war- 
rant, which  was  a  very  uinisual  thing  for  a  judge  in  North  Carolina  to  do.  We  gcn- 
^-rally  impose  that  duty  ujjon  the  jnsti<-e  of  tlie  jieace  of  the  county  where  the  crime  is 
connnitled;  but  1  did  issue  it  without  ri'gard  to  the  act  of  assend)ly,  under  which  it 
Avas  said  the  governor  had  detained  these  parlies.  TIk^  iiarties  were  brought  before 
me.  .and  I  gave  th(;m  a  itreliminary  exannnation  in  tli<- conrt-rooni  from  day  to  <lay 
during  a  week.  Perhaps,  in  answer  to  your  question,  which  is  of  such  a  general  char- 
acter, I  might  best  refer  to  the  report  which  is  in  a  communication  from  tlu;  President 
to  the  Senate,  and  entitled  Ex.  Doc.  No.  I(),  jiart  '2.  I  read  that  comnnuiication  the 
other  day  as  I  was  on  the  cars.  1  think  it  contains  a  trne  co])y  of  the  rejjort  which 
Avas  made  of  tlie  examinations  wliirh  were  had,  ano  the  testimony  which  was  given.  I 
would  say,  however,  that  the  material  for  the  rei)ort  was  not  furnished  by  me.  I  de- 
clined to  furnish  it  at  th(>  rcfjuest  of  tlie  editor,  ]\Ir.  Stearns,  who  then  edited  the  New- 
born Rei)nbliean  ;  but  alter  comparing  the  report  Avhieh  he  made;  with  theexaminatiou 
tak(-n  in  writing  and  subscribed  to  befoni  nu',  I  believe  this  testimony,  as  given  in  this 
document,  is  substantially  correct.  Of  course,  the  report  not  having  been  made  by  a 
lawyer,  there  are  some  matters  in  it  which  arc  inaccurate.  The  I'ditor  seemed  to  regard 
it  as  a  trial,  rather  than  a  |.relinuiiary  ex:iminatioii.  1  observe  that  the  governor,  in 
his  letter  transmitting  this  testimony  with  other  testimony  to  the  Presnlent  of  the 
United  States,  says  llnit  I  stand  ready  to  corrobor.ite  it.  That  word  is,  pcrlnqis,  not 
AAoll  chosen.  I  can  only  say,  in  regard  to  tho  weight  of  the  .evidence,  that  it  was  suffi- 
cient to  my  nninl  then  to  cause  me  to  require  the  accused  i)arties  to  enter  into  recog- 
nizances to  a]>f>ear  at  the  next  term  of  the  sui)erior  court  of  the  county  in  which  the 
crimes  were  alleged  to  have  bi'cn  committed,  and  to  commit  tv.-o  of  the  parties,  ^Ir. 
Monroe,  a  lawyer  of  Kinston,  and  Mr.  Siilton.  of  (Jreene  County.  I  could  not  speak 
as  to  the  crediliility  of  the  witnesses  further  than  that.  I3y  their  own  confession  they 
were  ]>artici])ants  in  the  crime.  As  to  the  testimony  of  one  witness,  however,  who  wii-s 
the  jailor  at  Kinston,  in  n-lation  to  the  taking  from  tiu-  jail  .md  the  subsequent  murder 
of  four  or  fi\-e  prisoners,  I  did  credit  his  testimony;  and  had  it  been  given  before  mo  as 
a  juror,  I  shoidd  have  given  it  full  credit. 

Question.  Is  that  tlu^  extent  of  the  general  statement  you  desire  to  make  iu  answer 
to  tho  general  question  ? 
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Ariswer.  I  couW  hardly  fully  answer  so  general  a  question  vritliont  going  into  a  num- 
ber of  particulars. 

Qucntion.  Knowing  the  position  you  held,  I  preferred  first  putting  the  general  ques- 
tion to  yon  before  asking  you  a«y  speeial  questions. 

yhisirn:  I  will  .state  that  these  parties  were,  some  of  them,  recognized  to  appear,  and 
others  Avere  committed  for  trial  at  the  next  term  of  the  court.  Of  course  1  sent  the 
record  of  the  examinations  to  tlic  proper  court.  When  the  term  of  the  court  came 
around,  these  parties  were  indicted' by  the  grand  jury ;  a  true  bill  was  found  and  returned 
to  the  court;  those  indictments  are  now  pending.  As  to  the  indictment  for  conspiracy, 
upon  the  suggestion  of  the  solicitor  it  was  removed  to  the  county  of  Wayne.  I  also 
then  admitted  the  parties  to  bail  in  what  I  deemed  a  reasonable  sum.  Another  term 
of  tlie  court  followed  in  Wayne  County,  but  there  was  no  trial ;  the  case  is  still  pending. 

Question.  Of  which  counties  do  you  speak  as  those  in  w^hich  these  indictments  are 
still  pending? 

0  Answer.  The  one  for  conspiracy  is  pending  in  the  county  of  Wayne.  I  was  not  there 
at  the  last  term  of  the  court;  I  did  not  hold  it.  There  is  also  iieuding  one  indictment 
for  murder  ji gainst  Mr.  Monroe. 

Question.  Are  there  any  indictments  pending  in  cither  of  the  other  counties  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  indictment  for  murder  against  Mr.  Sutton  is  pending  in  the 
county  of  Greene,  unless  it  was  dis^josed  of  at  the  last  term  of  the  court  there.  I  think 
it  is  still  ps'nding. 

Question.  Did  your  commitments  embrace  any  in  Lenoir  County? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  these  parties  were  i)riucipally  from  Lenoir  County,  as  the  testi- 
mony will  show. 

Question.  Did  you  commit  them  for  trial  in  Lenoir  County  ? 

Ansircr.  Yes,  sir;  I  w-ill  refer  to  this  written  testimony,  in  this  Senate  document,  as 
a  part  of  my  testimony. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 
Question.  Were  those  the  cases  known  as  "the  Lenoir  County  cases?" 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  there  were  two  cases  from  the  county  of  Greene;  one  of  mur- 
der and  one  of  larceny. 

By  the  Chaikmax  :  > 

Question.  The  others  were  in  the  county  of  LAioir? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  county  of  Wayue. 

Answer.  The  case  was  brought  in  Lenoir  County  ;  but  under  a  statute  of  the  State,  it 
was  removed  to  the  county  of  Wayne,  because  the  solicitor  said  he  thought  there 
could  not  be  had  a  fair  trial  in  Lenoir  County. 

Question.  Is  that  a  general  law,  which  permits  either  the  government  or  the  defend- 
ant to  have  a  change  of  venue  in  certain  cases? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  is  the  change  of  venue  obtained? 

Ansiver.  Upon  affidavit  made  before  the  court. 

Qustion.  Is  it  discretionary  with  the  court  ? 

Ansivei:  No,  sir ;  not  now.  The  law  has  been  changed  recently,  so  as  to  make  it  the 
duty  of  the  court,  upon  the  simple  motion  of  the  solicitor,  to  order  a  change  of  venue 
in  cases  of  conspiracy,  murder,  or  the  crime  of  going  masked,  disguised,  or  painted, 
which  is  made  a  felony. 

Question.  When  was  that  statute  passed  ? 

Answer.  In  January,  1870,  and  is  entitled  "  An  act  to  secure  the  better  protection  of 
life  and  property."  I  find  it  given  here  on  page  42,  of  Senate  Executive  Document 
No.  IG,  part  2. 

Question.  Is  that  act  still  in  force  ? 

Answer.  1  tbiuk  it  is. 

Question.  From  the  examinations  made  before  you  in  these  cases,  have  you  any  doubt 
of  the  commission  of  the  offenses  that  were  testified  to  as  having  been'comiuitted  by 
those  ])artie8  ? 

Answer.  I  had  no  doubt  as  to  the  fact. 

Question.  That  is  what  I  mean ;  that  offenses  of  the  character  spoken  of  had  been 
committed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  of  course  I  do  not  speak  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  parties. 

Question.  You  have  already  said  that  j'ou  deemed  the  evidence  siifficient  to  justify 
you  in  recognizing  the  parties  to  appear. 

Answer.  Yes-,  sir;  and  I  committed  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Sutton  to  jail  for  murder. 

Question.  Were  you  satisfied  from  the  same  testimony  of  the  existence  of  the  organi- 
zation referred  to  in  the  testimony,  popularly  known  as  the  Ku-Klux,  and  for  which 
other  names  were  given  in  this  testimony  ? 

AnsiDcr.  I  cannot  say  I  was  entirely  satisfied  of  that  fact  from  the  testimony  given  at 
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that  time.  Brit  I  will  say  that  from  that  testimony  and  from  "what  I  also  learned  ont- 
side,  I  believed  that  there  then  existed  in  the  eonnty  of  Lenoir  a  secret  political 
organization.    liy  what  name  it  was  called,  or  what  were  its  purposes,  I  could  not  tell. 

Question.  Were  you  aware  that  any  of  those  outrage*  had  been  committed  either  by 
its  order,  or  with  its  connivance  or  sympathy  ? 

Jnswer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  was,  though  the  testimony  all  looked  that  way. 

Question.  Have  you  either  knowledge  or  information  sufficient  to, justify  you  in  say- 
ing whether  the  members  of  that  organization  seek' to  get  uiion  juries  for  the  purpose 
of  shielding  their  fellow  members? 

Ansiccr.  I  can  only  speak  from  the  statements  of  other  persons.  I  did  several  times 
observe  persons  hanging  about  the  jury  box,  apparently  with  a  desire  to  be  summoned 
as  tales  jurors,  and  I  took  occasion  to  caution  the  sheriff  in  regard  to  them.  My  recollec- 
tion is  that  he  said  he  thought  they  were  doing  that  thing.  But  I  do  not  think  it  was 
cari'ied  to  any  grc^at  extent,  or  done  liy  any  considerable  number  of  persons. 

Qncs'ion.  At  ihe  time  you  speak  of,  when  you  say  you  believed  persons  were  hanging 
about  the  jury  box  with  the  desire  to  be  summoned,  were  there  pending  in  the  court 
cases  involving  jjcrsons  charged  with  being  members  of  that  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  the  existence  of  that  organization  interferes  with  the 
administration  of  justice  in  eases  of  that  character  in  your  State  courts? 

Ansu-er.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  answer  that  question  directly.  I  do  not  think, 
so  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge  or  belief,  that  it  really  interfered  in  any  judicial  dis- 
trict. 

Question.  What  counties  were  comprised  in  your  judicial  district  ? 

Answer.  Wilson,  Wayne,  Lenoir,  Craven,  Carteret,  Onslow,  Jones,  and  Greene — eight 
counties. 

Question.  Did  any  case  against  parties  charged  with  being  members  of  that  organiza- 
tion come  before  a  jury  for  trial  in  either  of  those  counties  if 

Answer.  No  such  ease  has  ever  been  tried  there. 

Quesiidu.  Have  bills  of  indiel  mcnt  been  found  in  your  district  against  persons  charged 
•with  l)eiiig  niemhers  of  that  organization  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  indictments  have  been  found  in  these  cases.  There  was  a  suspicion 
that  they  might  not  be  found.  They  were  found,  however.  I  hardly  know  what 
language  to  employ  to  giv(5  the  committee  a  truthful  impression  of  the  matter,  as  I 
would  wish  to  <lo.  1  liad  heard  tht!  sctiicitor  complain  that  he  could  not  get  through 
certai:i  indictments  against  certain  pei'sons. 

Question.  I'or  what  n-ason  ? 

Answer.  Because  of  the  i>rejudices  of  persons  who  were  on  the  grand  jury.  I  think 
I  took  occasion,  over  and  over  again,  and  somet  inies  in  very  strong  language,  to  charge 
the  grand  jury  in  reference  to  the  matter.  But  I  would  not  <h'sire  to  give  the  com- 
mittee an  impression  that  it  was  a  very  geneml  tiling  lliat  justice  could  not  be  admin- 
istered in  any  case.  It  is  true  there  was  a  very  strong  prejudice  in  the  -State,  especially 
two  vears  ago  against  the  negro.  And  I  sonii'times  watched  tlu;  course  of  a  jury  in  a 
case  where  a  negro  was  on  trial.  I  think  such  suspicions  as  I  had  of  bias  on  the  part 
of  the  juries  wen;  gradually  removed,  and  that  juries  are  liecoming  better  and  better 
accustomed  to  tlm  trial  of  such  persons,  and  to  colored  jier.sons  themselves  being  put 
on  juries,  and  that  everything  is  inclining  to  a  fairer  administration  of  justice  in  the 
jury  box. 

Question.  What  the  committee  desire,  at  lca.st  I  speak  for  myself,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
such  is  the  desire  of  all  the  members  of  the  committee,  is  to  get  from  you,  oil  account  of 
the  opportunities  of  observation  you  have  had  as  a  presiding  judge,  your  own  imiucssion 
as  to  the  exact  condition  of  atl'airs  in  your  district,  as  regards  the  security  of  person 
and  property  ;  let  that  condition  have  arisen  from  the  ojierations  of  any  (uganizatiou 
of  either  political  i)arty,  or  from  whatever  cause  it  may;  use  your  own  language  in 
making  your  statement  in  your  own  way. 

Auftwer.  It  is  very  diflicuK  for  me  satisfactorily  to  express  the  impressions  I  may  have. 
But  in  answer  to  your  (luesti')u  I  will  say  that'  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  impedi- 
ment to  the  administration  of  justice,  except  such  as  was  thrown  in  the  way  by  the 
passions  kit  by  the  war,  and  by  prejudice  toward  the  negro  race.  It  was  our  educa- 
tion there,  at  least  such  was  th<!  education  of  most  men  there,  to  regard  the  negro  as 
not  the  equal  of  the  v.hite,  either  socially,  politically,  or  otherwise.  That,  however, 
was  not  my  doctrine. 

Question^  Do  I  understand  you  as  saying  that  while  ,  soon  att(U-  the  war,  prejudice 
against  the  negro  did  interfen>  with  his  obtaining  his  rights,  that  prejudice  isjiow  dis- 
appearing, and  he  is  now  on  a  better  footing  before  juries  than  right  after  the  war  ? 

Anstcer.  I  think  so;  it  is  gradually  disappearing. 

Question.  That  is  what  you  design  the  committee  to  understand  f 

An.3wer.  I  tliiiik  the  condition  of  things  lias  lieen  gradually  iiii))roved.  I  make  use 
of  that  exjiression  for  the  reason  that  generally  the  persons  who  belonged  to  the  jiarty 
known  as  the  conservative  party,  or  the  democratic  party,  in  North  Carolina,  now  avow 
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publicly  in  the  IcgisLature,  find  also  in  tlieir  private  conversation,  that  the  negro  is 
entitled  to  citizenship,  and  to  all  the  rights  of  a  citizen. 

Question.  Yon  have  already  stated  that  you  have  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Forty- 
second  Congress. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Upon  which  ticket  ■were  yon  a  candidate  ? 

Answer.  I  was  the  rcpnldican  candidate.  I  have  been  a  republican  ever  since  the 
surrender.  I  was  a  Union  man  in  18G0,  and  a  conservative  during  the  war.  But 
"conservative"  meant  then  something  very  different  from  what  it  means  now. 

Question.  Will  you  sta.te  whether  during  the  time  you  occupied  the  bench  you  ever 
received  any  threatening  letters,  purporting  to  come  from  any  secret  organization? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  received  any  such  letters  myself.  But  I  think  about  the 
time  of  those,  examinations,  just  before  or  after — I  think  just  before  the  examinations — 
as  I  reached  home  that  summer,  on  my  return  from  N(!W  York,  a  friend  of  mine  handed 
me  a  letter,  which  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Frauk  linggius,  of  Kinston,  in  Lenoir  County. 
He  was  a  deputy  assessor.  The  letter  was  mailed  at  Moseley  Hall,  and  addressed  to 
Frank  Hnggius,  Kinston.  Mr.  Stanbury,  a  friend,  handed  me  the  letter  to  read,  just 
beibre  these  examinations,  I  think.  It  was  written  in  a  disguised  hand,  dated  at 
"  Headquarters,"  and  signed  in  some  odd  Ku-Klnx  characters.  It  contained  a  nnm- 
ber  of  warnings  and  threats  to  Mr.  Hnggius;  and  also  contained  this  sentence  in 
reference  to  me, :  "  Tell  .ludge  Thomas  that  he  had  better  slnit  up,  or  his  children  will 
be  without  a  father."  I  attached  no  especial  importance  to  it,  regarding  it  as  an 
anonymous  communication.  But  my  friend  observed  to  me  that  he  knew  of  no  person 
or  party  in  the  district  who  would  have  sucli  feelings  toward  me.  I  did  not  believe 
there  were  any  number  of  men  in  my  district  who  would  have  sancti(med  such  a 
thing.  I  have  the  letter  at  home  now,  and,  whether  in  good  taste  or  not,  u])on  the 
suggestion  of  a  couple  of  members  of  the  bar,  I  took  occasion  at  the  next  term  of 
the  court  to  call  tlie  attention  of  tlii!  grand  jury  to  it ;  and  so  far  as  I  could  on  the 
bench,  I  denounced  the  cowardly  viUain  who  wrote  the  letter,  and  urged  the  grand- 
jury  to  inquire  in  reference  to  it — not  in  reference  to  that  particular  language  about 
myself.  I  stated  that  I  woxrld  resign  my  position  rather  thaiv.be  suspected  of  declin- 
ing to  pertbrm  any  official  duty,  and  that  tlie  controlling  reason  which  led  ms  to 
mention  it  to  the  grand  jury  was  lest  the  person  who  wrote  it  or  knew  of  its  being 
wT'itten  might  suppose;  that  the  threats  in  it  could  influence  my  judicial  conduct.  I 
distinctly  told  them  that  as  dearly  as  I  loved  my  wife  and  children,  I  would  see  them 
meet  the  fate  which  tliis  cowardly  villain  seemed  to  threaten  for  me,  and  to  UKH't  it 
myself  with  them,  rather  than  fail  to  discharge  my  duty.  I  might  i)erhaps  add  that 
that  was  suggested  by  the  occasion  ;  I  do  not  know  that  as  a  inatter  of  taste  I  would 
ap]n'ove  it  in  a  charge  to  a  grand  jury. 

Question.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  present  condition  of  your  district,  do  yon  believe 
there  is  in  existence  thei'e  any  organization,  either  political  or  otlierwise,  which 
interferes  with  the  administration  of  justice  in  cases  arising  out  of  these  alleged 
political  or  other  organizations'? 

Answer.  I  will  state,  witli  that  certainty  and  positiveness  with  which  I  would  act 
were  I  a  member  of  this  connuittec  or  of  C<mgress  and  called  upon  to  act,  that  I  believe 
there  existed  at  that  timt;  in  tin;  county  of  Lenoir  a  secret  political  organization.  I 
cannot  say  whether  one  exists  there  now  or  not.  I  think  that  organization  consisted 
of  some  seventy-five  or  one  hundred  pers:)ns.  To  answer  your  lirst  ganei'al  question,  I  do 
not  btdieve  there  was  any  sUch  organization  in  my  county  of  Craven,  or  in  Carteret 
County,  or  in  Onslow  County.  I  doubt  whether  there  was  one  in  Jones  Countv. 
There  v.^as  an  attempt  to  get  one  up  in  Craven  County,  but  it  was  checked.  I  think 
retaliation  would  have  followed  in  that  county  if  it  had  been  known  th;it  such  an 
organization  existed  there,  and  that  it  murdered  or  injured  a  num  in  his  person  or 
property  for  political  reasons.  I  think  retaliation  would  have  followed,  and  that  is  to 
be  feared.  It  did  follow,  as  I  believe,  in  the  couutj^  of  Greene,  and  stopped  the  organi- 
zation tliero. 

Question.  Then  you  state  it  as  your  belief  that  this  organization  really  existed  only 
in  the  county  of  Lenoir,  so  far  as  your  district  is  concerned  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know ;  I  would  not  lie  willing  to  say  more  than  that. 

Question.  What  were  the  purposes  of  the  organization  and  its  mode  of  operations  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  speak  with  any  certainty  or  positiveness  about  ihat ;  my  answer 
would  be  that  I  do  not  know.  I  could  only  give  the  impression  which  was  entertained 
in  common  by  republicans  and  others.  I  think  it  was  mostly  political;  intended  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  opposition  party,  as  I  term  it,  in  the  Stati; — the  demo- 
cratic or  conservative  party.  It  was  said  to  have  been  gotten  up  in  op])osition  to  the 
Loyal  League,  appealing  to  the  prejudice  of  the  white  man  against  t  he  negro  for  strength, 
and  that  prejudice  was  the  main  strength  of  the  opiiositiou  party  in  that  State. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  As  a  sux^ervisor  of  the  administration  of  the  laws  in  your  district,  did  you 
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Cml  the  course  of  your  courts  impeded  in  any  way,  or  did   you  fiud  yonr  process  re- 
sisted ;  or  was  your  process  executed  and  duly  respected  '' 

Answer.  I  can  answer  that  question  in  a  few  instances  <letinitely.  When  I  ascertained 
or  believed  that  a  justice  of  tlie  peace  in  tiie  county  of  Lenoir,  or  in  the  county  of 
Jones,  for  instance,  would  not  or  could  not  issue  a  warrant,  a  ."State  warrant,  as  we  terra 
it,  to  arrest  a  party,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  issue  a  bench  warrant,  as  wc  term  it. 
which  would  serve  all  over  the  State  and  to  any  sheriiFof  any  county  :  I  issued  anum 
her  of  such  warrants.  The  sheriff  of  Lenoir  County  told  me.  with  I'eference  to  tw(,' 
persons  a.<;ainst  whom  a  warrant  had  been  issued,  that  he;  could  not  arrest  them,  for  lie 
l)elieved  his  life  wouhl  be  taken  if  he  were  to  attempt  it.  I  told  him  that  it  was  his 
duty  to  arrest  them  ;  tliat  he  could  sunnnon  as  a  posfie  comitalus  every  citizen  of  the 
county.  His  re])ly  was  that  most  of  the  citizens  would  refuse  to  obey  his  summons. 
I  told  him  that  if  any  person,  after  havinjjf  been  duly  summoned  by  hitn,  should  wil- 
fully refuse  to  obc^y  the;  snnnnons,  he  would  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  for  which  ho 
should  be  presented  to  tin;  grand  .jury. 

Qiu'siioii.   Were,  your  writs  served  ? 

AiiNirer.  Tluiy  were  all  served  exce])t  as  to  two  or  three  jjarlies.  A  writ  was  never 
served  upon  one  of  the  i)arties  named  iu  this  communication,  Ash  De  Vane,  and  alsoiu 
regard  to  two  or  lliree  others. 

Qiiv^tioii.  Why  was  tliat  ? 

A)isirer.  Tliey  slipped  out  of  the  way. 

Qiie>ilion.  They  evaded  the  process  '' 

Annwer.  They  concealed  themselves  in  the  woods,  and  went  from  one  county  to 
another. 

Quc><lion.  They  did  not  forcibly  resist  its  execution  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  havi;  not  known  an  instance  of  forcible  resistance. 

Question.  I  find,  by  reference  to  the  statute  of  which  you  have  S])oken,  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  .jndge  upon  the  motion  of  a  solicitor  of  a  district  to  remove  the  trial  of  any 
])erson  l^roni  one  county  to  another. 

Answer.  In  tin?  cases  of  certain  crimes. 

Question.  Yes;  and  among  Ihem  the  crimes  of  nuirder,  conspiracy,  going  disguised, 
&c.  Is  it  in  tlie  i)ower  of  a  Judge,  upon  the  motion  of  the  solicitor,  to  remove  any  case 
of  the  character  emln-aced  within  this  statute  to  any  other  county  of  the  State  where 
he  thinks  a  fair  trial  may  be  had  i 

Ansicer.  It  is  made  his  duty  so  to  do. 

Question.  What  is  termed  a  change  of  venm;  can  be  had  upon  the  application  of  the 
solicitor  in  the  cases  desi<;jn;ited  l)y  this  statnti-/ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  act  was  i)assed  to  remedy  a  supposed  evil. 

Question.  Prior  to  that  time  had  you  not  the  ordinary  method  of  obtaining  a  change 
of  venue,  as  where  the  accused  considered  that  lie  conhl  not  otherwise  have  a  fair  trial, 
or  where  the  State  alleged  llu^  existence  of  some  strong  feeling  against  the  execution 
of  the  law ;  under  tiiose  circumstances  could  not  a  change  of  venue  have  been  had  be- 
fore the  passage  of  that  law? 

Answer.  There;  was  a  statute  providing  in  certain  cases  for  a  change  of  venue  to  an 
adjoining  county. 

Question.  But  under  this  statute  it  could  be  removed  to  any  county  that  the  solicitor 
may  designate  and  the  court  agree  to  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  to  any  county,  as  I  understand  it. 

Question.  Now,  in  regard  to  elections  since  you  have  beeli  upon  the  bench,  and  up  to 
this  time;  have  you  yonrs(df  been  present  and  voted  at  elections? 

Answer.  I  think  I  have,  and  uniformly  voted  ibr  the  republican  candidates. 

Question.  You  were  a  candidate  for  Congress  last  August  and  elected '? 

Anstccr.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  Wliat  was  your  majority  ? 

Answer.  From  2,700  to  2,900. 

Question.  \Vere  the  elections  throughout  your  district,  as  a  rule,  peaceable  and  orderly  ? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir;  I  had  intimations  that  it  would  be  unsafe  for  me  to  canvass  my 
congressional  district,  but  I  did  not  tiiink  so,  and  I  did  canvass  it. 

Question.  Did  you  meet  with  any  personal  intimidation  or  injury? 

Anstvcr.  I  never  did,  except  some  slight  interruption  from  a  drunken  man  in  the 
county  of  Pitt.  I  spoke  very  freely  what  I  thought,  as  I  do  everywhere  when  1  consider 
it  my  duty  to  speak. 

Question.  You  ran  upon  the  republican  ticket? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  Y'ou  canvassed  yonr  district  freely  and  exprcs.sed  what  sentiments  you 
•pleased  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Without  interference,  except  upon  the  one  occasion  you  have  mentioned, 
from  one  drunken  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  do  not  mean  that  that  should  justify  the  inference  that  every 
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other  man  conkl  have  done  it.     I  think  there  was  a  general  fear  that  a  man  might  not 
do  it  safely.    I  did  not  partake  of  that  fear. 

Qucsiio)).  Can  you,  from  yoiu"  own  experience,  give  any  ground  for  that  fear? 
Answer.  No,  sir,  except  the  crimes  which  had  been  and  were  heiug  committed  and 
the  Intterness  of  i)arty  feeling  which  existed. 

QnesUoi).  Which  preceded  in  oi-ganizatiou  in  point  of  time,  the  Union  League  or  the 
counter  political  oi-ganization  on  the  other  side  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  suspect  the  Union  League  was  the  first.  I  was  a  memher 
of  the  Union  League.  No  such  oi-ganization,  however,  has  existed  in  the  county  of 
Craven  since  last  summer  two  jears  ago.  It  went  out  with  the  spring  election  of  that 
year. 

Qiicstioti.  Do  you  know  whether  that  organization  now  exists  among  the  negroes  in 
that  section  of  country  ? 

Answer.  It  does  not  in  ray  section  of  the  State,  so  far  as  I  know.  I  did  see  a  proces- 
sion of  Loyal  Leaguers  in  the  county  of  Pitt  in  August  last.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  organization  is  still  kept  up  there  or  not.  I  do  not  think  it  is  kept  up  through 
the  State. 

Question.  Had  they  any  insignia,  or  mark  or  badge  of  the  society  upon  them? 
Answer.  I  think  they  had  Some  badge  iii)on  the  lappel  of  the  coat. 
Question.  Was  that  the  Union  League  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  number  of  them? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  all  in  the  procession  belonged  to  the  Union  League,  or 
Loyal  League.  I  was  sitting  in  the  piazza  of  the  hotel  when  I  saw  them,  and  was  fold 
that  they  were  Loyal  Leaguers.  I  suppose  there  were  probably  a  thousand  persons 
on  the  grounds  That  day.  It  was  in  the  town  of  Greenville,  in  Pitt  County.  There 
were  probably  two  hundred  or  more  of  these  colored  men.  They  were  out  upon 
ordinary  parade,  as  colored  men  sometimes  are  on  public  occasions. 
Question.  W^ho  is  the  solicitor  of  yoiu"  district? 
Ansicer.  John  B.  Sherrard. 

Question.  Is  he  a  member  of  the  same  political  party  as  yourseK? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  a  repuV)lican. 

Question.  The  jurors  from  which  the  panels  are  chosen  are  selected  by  the  com- 
missioners of  the  county,  I  believe.     Is  not  that  the  law  in  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  Under  the  last  statute  on  the  sul>ject,  as  I  take  it,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
board  of  commissioners,  at  stated  times,  to  draw  jurors  in  the  manner  provided  in  the 
act.  , 

Question.  The  selection  of  the  names  from  which  the  panels  are  to  be  cfrawn  is  in  the 
hands  of  tlie  commissioners.  They  select  from  the  county  a  number  of  men,  from 
which  the  jurors  are  to  be  chosen  ? 

Answer.  Without  referring  to  the  words  of  the  statute  I  might  not  make  a  statement 
that  would  be  strictly  accurate,  or  rather  that  would  convey  an  accurate  undei'stand- 
ing  of  the  matter.  The  names  of  the  jjersous  who  are  to  be  taken  as  jurors  are  taken 
from  tlie  taxable  list  of  the  county. 

Qnestio)!.  W'ho  selects  them  from  that  list? 

Answer.  The  board  of  commissioners,  who  put  the  names  in  a  box  and  draw  them  out 
at  stated  times.  They  have  discretion  to  reject  persons  for  infirmity  of  age  or  other 
causes  specified  in  that  act. 

Question.  Then  the  board  of  cotrnty  commissioners  do  originally  select  the  jurors 
whose  names  get  into  that  box  ? 

Answer.  They  are  obliged  to  take  the  list,  as  given  by  the  clerk,  of  those  who  have 
paid  the  pnljlic  tax. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  you  that  the  clerk  of  the  county  furnishes  a  list  of  the 
taxable  citizens  to  the  board  of  commissioners? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  of  that  list  do  they  select  as  jurors? 
Answer.  All;  they  are  obliged  to  put  the  names  of  all  in  the  bos. 
Question.  The  whole  number  of  taxable  citizens,  then,  is  put  in  the  box? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  in  one  box. 
Question.  Then  how  are  they  drawn  out? 

Anstrer.  They  are  drawn  out,  at  stated  times,  by  the  commissioners — so  many  as  by 
statute  constitute  a  jury. 

Question.  Can  they  reject  any  they  draw? 

Answer.  They  have  discretion  to  reject  i>erson8  who  are  infirm — unable  to  travel  to 
court. 

Question.  Then  they  can  exercise  discretion  as  to  those  persons  whom  they  reject? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  it  is  a  legal  discretion. 

Question.  Are  the  juries  in  your  county  composed  in  part  of  negroes? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  counties  of  Lenoir,  Craven,  and  Greene  generally;    but  I 
observe  that  in  the  counties  of  Carteret  and  Onslow  no  negro  jurors  were  summoned. 
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In  Jones  County  they  were  summoned,  and  generally  in  Wayne  County;  but  somehow, 
I  do  not  know  why,  they  get  no  negroes  on  the  juries  in  Carteret  and  Onslow  Counties. 

Question.  In  the  other  conuties  they  do  mingle  with  the  whites  on  the  juries  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  recollect  the  first  negro  that  appeared  on  a  jury  iu  the  county  of 
Craven. 

Question.  Were  you  subject  to  any  political  disabilities  under  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment? 

Ansicer.  I  was,  because  I  had  held  office  during  the  war. 

Question.  AVhen  were  they  removed? 

Ansicer.  Two  years  ago  last  spring,  I  think. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Atisiver.  Aiiplication  of  my  friends,  and  at  my  own  expressed  wish. 

By  the  Chairmax  : 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  feeling  no  apprehension  yourself  in  your  canvass;  can 
you  state  whether  any  apprehension  was  felt  which  hud  the  eftect  to  keep  persons 
from  the  elections  in  any  part  of  your  district? 

Answer.  No  sir;  what  I  h.ave  to  reply  to  that  question  will  be  from  hearsay.  It  ia 
very  ditticult  to  describe  the  condition  of  things. 

Question.  Have  you  sufficient  information  to  justify  you  in  giving  us  j^our  belief  ou 
the  subject  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  i)er8ons  say  that  they  were  afraid  to  go  to  an  election,  but  not 
in  many  instances.     " 

Question.  AVhat  reason  did  they  give  for  their  fear? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  assigned  any  reason  ;  it  was  from  a  kind  of  terror- 
ism whicli  prevailed  in  the  comuumity,  especially  about  the  time  of  the  murder  of  the 
sheritf  of  Jones  County,  Mr.  Colgi'ove. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Anstrer.  Some  two  years  ago.     He  had  bt-en  a  captain  in  the  Federal  service,  and  wa8» 
elected  sheriff.    It  was  said  that  he  was  obnoxious  to  most  of  the  citizens  of  the  county. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  ought  to  speak  about  matters  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Our  desire  is  to  ol)tain  a  knowledge  of  the  true  state  of  the  public  senti- 
ment as  albcting  the  security  of  life,  person,  and  property. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  Mr.  Colgrove  was  regarded  by  some  of  his  own  particular  friends 
as  rather  a  bad  man  and  o))noxious  to  the  peopk'.  That  charge,  however,  was  too 
often  used  in  justitication  or  extenuation  of  certain  lawless  acts.  I  knew"  nothing 
against  him  lyyself ;  I  liad  only  a  slight  acr[uaintance  with  him.  But  I  believe  that 
it  w.is  .a  ])oliti<;al  nuirdcr,  and  my  inii>ression  is  that  he  was  murdered  by  men  who 
came  from  sonui  county  outside  of  Jones  County.  H(!  repeatedly  told  his  friends,  and 
I  have  heard  liini  say  myself,  that  he  expected  to  be  nmrdered  for  that  reason.  There 
was  another  jierson  murdered  shortly  after  that  in  Trenton,  the  capital  of  .Tones  county, 
by  tlie  name  of  Sheppard.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peac(\  About  ten  days  before  the 
murder  he  was  in  my  office,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  some  advice  which  I  could 
]iot  give  him,  pertaining  to  his  duty  as  justice,  and  in  <mr  conversation,  which  Avas 
brief,  he  told  nu'  that  he  was  iu  danger  of  his  life,  and  expected  to  be  killed.  Some 
ten  days  after  that,  to  my  astonishnu'ut,  I  learned  that  he  was  shot  while  tending  a 
saw-mill  iu  Trenton.     Those  two  murders  created  intense  excitement. 

Question.  To  what  feeling  and  apprehension  did  they  give  rise? 

Answer.  An  apprehension  of  political  .assassination;  I  think  that  was  the  general  ap- 
prehension, and  persons  were  jirejiaring  to  retaliate.  I  cannot  say  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge that  that  was  so;  but  I  think  it  would  provoke  it  if  it  was  followed  up. 

Question.  Was  that  in  your  ow  u  district  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  tlie  persons  charged  with  these  murders  ever  brought  to  justice  ? 

Answer.  Indictuuuits  are  pending  now-. 

Question.  When  did  these  two  nnirders  occur? 

Answer.  Since  I  have  been  on  the  bench.  Sheriff  Colgrove  was  before  me  in  September 
or  October,  IdCrf.     No  indictment  has  been  found  in  Sheppard's  case. 

Question.  Has  any  been  sent  before  the  grand  jury? 

Answer.  I  was  so  informed  by  the  solicitor  of  the  district. 

Queistion.  Are  the  persons  at  large  on  bail,  or  what  has  become  of  them  ? 

Answer.  They  have  never  been  arrest e<l ;  no  person  has  ever  been  designated  iu  the 
case  of  Colgrove.  There  was  an  attempt  to  arrest  two  persons  charged  with  the  murder 
of  Sheppard.  but  they  resisted  and  have  never  been  arrested. 

Question.  Was  it  your  information  that  tlu^y  were  murdered  by  jiersous  in  disguise? 

Answer.  I  have  no  information,  except  so  far  as  the  testimony  reported  disclosed. 

Question.  Was  th(>re  any  concealment  iu  the  Union  League  of  which  you  have  spoken  ? 

Answer.  Well,  at  the  time,  it  was  undersrood  that  a  member  of  the  League  should  not 
reveal  that  he  was  a  member;  as  was  the  case  with  the  Kuow-Nothing  organization,  of 
■which  I  was  a  member  a  couple  of  weeks,  but  left  it,  because  of  its  principles;  but  no 
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man  ever  felt  bonncl  to  keep  secret  the  fact  that  he  was  a  member ;  I  never  disclaimed 
it;  and  no  fi-ieud  of  mine,  that  I  know  of,  was  ashamed  to  acknowledge  any  of  its 
purposes. 

Question.  What  was  the  xmrpose  of  the  Union  League? 

Ansiccr.  I  understood  it  was  political — to  administer  and  preserve  the  Government 
through  what  it  thought  the  proper  partj- — to  gather  within  it  men  who  were  loyal  to 
the  Government,  and  diffuse  loyal  sentiments ;  that  was  our  object  throughout  the 
State  wherever  it  was  known. 

Question.  Did  it  countenance,  or  practice,  or  encourage  violence  or  wrong  upon  those 
who  were  opposed  to  it  in  i^olitical  sentiment,  as  a  means  of  carrying  out  its  end  ? 

Answer.  Not  the  League  of  which  I  was  a  member ;  if  it  had  done  so,  I  would  have 
denounced  it,  and  I  would  have  respected  no  man  who  belonged  to  or  gave  countenance 
to  any  organization  of  that  kind,  nor  will  I  respect  any  such  man. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  apprehension  which  prevailed  in  those  regions 
where  these  murders  were  committed  of  which  you  have  spoken,  could  you  suggest 
to  us  any  corrective  of  the  public  sentiment  which  tolerates  such  proceedings  ? 

Answer.  I  would  not  like  to  undertake  to  do  so;  I  have  hoped  that  time  will  correct 
the  passions  engendered  by  the  war;  I  think  the  excitement  in  my  State  is  very  much 
owing  to  the  press ;  I  have  sometimes  thought,  while  I  appreciate  the  importance  of 
liberty  of  the  press,  that  it  would  have  been  well  if  it  had  been  suspended  the  last 
year  or  two  ;  I  think,  furthermore,  that  the  excitement  is  partly  occasioned  by  a  few 
men  who  are  restless  and  seeking  for  office ;  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  now  a  contest 
for  office  and  not  for  principle ;  but  these  are  political  views,  in  which  I  may  be 
prejudiced. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Your  opinion  has  been  asked  in  regard  to  the  state  of  public  sentiment  and 
feeling;  is  it  your  opinion  that  a  measure  of  general  amnesty  in  regard  to  political 
•offenses  would  be  potential  in  lessening  the  bitterness  of  feeling  ? 

Ansiver.  I  might  answer  that  question  in  the  way  that  the  governor  of  North  Caro- 
lina once  answered  an  inquiry  iu  regard  to  negro  suffrage.  He  said  he  was  preparing 
a  message  on  the  subject  to  the  legislature,  and  if  he  answered  the  question  he  would 
be  anticipating  that  message.  I  might  be  anticipating  my  action  as  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, I  will  say,  however,  that  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  amnesty  is  a  measure  of 
justice  and  of  policy  to  my  party.  How  far  it  should  be  carried  out,  I  am  noti)repared 
to  say. 

Question.  During  the  last  two  years  have  you  been  on  terms  of  friendliness  with 
Governor  Holden  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  a  personal  friend  of  Governor  Holden,  especially  since  1860. 

Question.  On  what  you  say  good  terms  with  him  politically  and  personally? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  read  his  last  message,  of  November  22,  1870, 1  presume? 

Ansrcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  read  it  casually.  I  do  not  now  recollect  any  portion  of  it 
scarcely,  except  in  regard  to  finance. 

Question.  On  page  19  of  Governor  Holden's  third  annual  message,  I  find  this  language : 
"The  result  of  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  executive,  iu  pursuance  of  the  constitution 
and  the  laws,  has  been  in  the  highest  degree  fortunate  and  beneficial.  The  power  ot 
the  State  government  to  protect,  maintain,  and  perpetuate  itself  has  been  tested  and 
demonstrated.  The  secret  organization  which  disturbed  the  peace  of  society,  which 
was  sapping  the  foundations  of  the  Government,  setting  the  law  at  defiance,  and  iullict- 
ing  manifold  wrongs  on  a  large  portion  of  our  iiopulation,  has  been  exposed  and  broken 
up.  "^  *  *  A  score  or  more  of  wicked  men  have  been  driven  from  the  State,  while 
those  of  the  same  character  who  remain  have  been  made  to  tremble  before  the  aveng- 
ing hand  of  power.  The  majesty  of  the  law  has  been  vindicated.  The  poor  and  the 
humble  now  sleep  unmolested  in  their  houses  and  are  no  longer  scourged  or  murdered 
on  account  of  their  jjolitical  opinions.  Peace  and  good  order  have  been  restored  to  all 
parts  of  the  State  with  the  exception  of  the  county  of  Robeson,  in  which  some  nnirder- 
ers  and  robbers  are  still  at  large,  but  it  is  expected  they  will  speedily  be  arrested  and 
brought  to  punishment."  Do  you  coincide  with  Governor  Holden  iu  those  statements 
made  in  his  message? 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  that.  I  do  not  know.  I  cannot  imagine  what  influenced  the 
governor's  mind  wlien  he  penned  that.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  may  have  been  true 
or  not.  It  is  pretty  strong  language — rather  too  fast.  I  think  the  sentiment  is  rather 
colored.  It  cannot  be  true  that  by  that  one  movement  so  much  good  followed  so  soon. 
Without  saying  more  with  reference  to  it,  I  think  that  Governor  Holden,  whatever 
may  kg-ve  been  his  mistakes  as  a  public  man,  and  his  want  of  knowledge  of  law  or  ot 
propertidvice  from  friends,  or  from  any  other  cause,  has  alwaj's,  since  18G0,  acted  sin- 
cerely. And  since  the  surrender  he  has  acted  with  an  honest  j)urpose  properly  to  ad- 
minister the  government  of  the  State  as  a  part  of  the  National  Government.  I  do  not 
question  his  sincerity. 
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Qucstiov.  My  inquiry  is  wbetlier,  in  your  opinion,  the  state  of  tilings  described  by 
iiim  was  true  ? 

Answer.  I  would  not  like  to  adopt  bis  language.  I  do  not  know  why  be  employed  it 
in  that  couuoctiou.  I  presume  be  meant  well,  and  to  give  the  legislature  a  good  im- 
pression ;  but  it  seems  to  me  too  strong. 

QueMion.  I  lind  the  expression  in  a  ]iublic  document — a  very  deliberate  expression  of 
his  opinion — and  I  merely  wanted  to  know  your  criticism  upon  it. 

Answer.  Even  in  a  document  of  that  character  I  do  not  know  that  such  matters  are 
always  expressed  with  deliberation.  However,  such  was  the  governor's  expression 
then,  and  I  think  it  was  too  strung. 

Quesiion.  Is  that  all  you  desire  to  say  in  respect  to  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  ilesire  to  say  nothing,  and  I  find  it  ilifflcult  to  say  anything  which 
you  might  Avish  me  to  say  without  going  into  a  number  of  particulars  and  explanations. 
I  would  not  say  anything  upon  which  I  would  not  act  as  a  member  of  a  conmiittee  or 
of  Congress. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Fehruary  6,  1361. 
E.  T.  BosHER  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  yon  live,  and  what  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  live  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  am  deputy  United  States  marshal. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  that  State  ? 

Answer.  Since  1867. 

Question.  State  what  knowledge  you  liave  of  the  state  of  things  in  Jones  and  Al» 
mauce  counties,  since  the  spring  of  186U  up  to  the  present  time,  as  beaiing  on  the  S6 
ciirity  of  life  and  y»roperty. 

Answer.  In  .Jones  County  I  know  of  the  killing  of  Sheriff  Colgrove  and  Mr.  Sheppard. 
I  went  down  to  Jones  County  alter  the  killing  of  Colgrove.     It  seems  that  there  was^ 
retaliation  there  on  the  part  of  someliody,  and  tliey  were  burning  jjioperty,  and  the  gov- 
ernor sent  me  down  with  a  squad  of  men.     I  staiil  there  some  two  months  till  things 
got  quiet. 

Question.  What  state  of  things  did  you  lind  existing  in  that  county  ? 

Anstrer.  Well,  sir;  everything  was  very  quiet  when  I  got  there.  The  democi'ats 
held  a  political  meeting  after  I  got  there,  and  said  they  would  do  all  they  could  to  put 
down  these  outrages.  About  two  weeks  alter  I  left  there  Mr.  SIu'pi)ard  was  assasinated 
at  Trenton,  the  county  seat.  He  was  ])ostm:ister.  While  tending  his  saw-mill  he 
was  shot  fi-oni  across  the  river  when;  his  mill  was  situated. 

Question.  Did  you  go  there  after  his  death? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  investigation  about  his  death  ? 

A  nswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge,  then,  of  either  of  those  murders  other  than  what 
you  heard  from  other  parties  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  only  I  saw  the  blood  where  Colgrove  was  said  to  have  been  killed 
on  th(;  road.     There  was  a  colored  man  also  killed  at  the  same  time  Colgrove  was. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  .state  of  atiairs  in  oilier  counties  of  the  State 
beside  Jones  ? 

Answer.  I  went  up  into  Alamance  County  and  assisted  the  deputy  sheriff  in  arresting 
five  men  charged  with  whiiq)ing  a  c(dored  man  named  Harvey.  They  were  brought 
before  the  magistrate  and  ac(iuitted  :  no  evidence  Avas  found  against  them.  I  arrested 
also  nine  men  on  t  he  line  of  Chat  ham  and  Harnett  counties  myself  They  Avere  brought 
before  a  United  States  magistrate,  and  he  sent  themoto  court,  the  last  June  or  last  No- 
vember court,  and  they  Avere  discharged  by  the  United  States  district  attorney  Starbuck. 

Question    Upon  Avhat  ground  ? 

Answer.  The  colored  man  they  shot  said  he  supposed  they  shot  him  about  a  mule.  He 
first  got  the  Avarrant  out  that  it  Avas  intimidation  because  he  was  a  republican,  but  as 
soon  jis  he  got  able  to  Av.ilk  he  told  the  district  attorney  it  Avas  something  in  regard  to 
a  mule,  and  the  district  attorney  said  he  Avould  have  nothing  to  do  Avith  the  case  ;  it 
would  liaA'e  to  go  to  the  civil  court. 

Question.  Where  did  that  occur? 

Answer.  At  a  ])lace  called  Biickhorn,  on  the  lino  between  the  two  counties.  Since 
that  1  arrested  three  persons  in  Harnett  County  eliarged  with  whipping  a  Avhite  woman. 
That  has  not  been  decided;  it  is  before  the  court  now. 

Question.  Is  there  anything  further  that  you  know  in  regard  to  the  state  of  things 
in  those  counties?  ' 

Answer.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge,  only  hearsay.  Just  before  I  left  bome^IRi  Fri- 
day night,  a  colored  man  brought  a  warrant  in  fiom  a  United  States  commissioner  for 
the  arrest  of  four  or  five  parties  in  Chatham  Coiuity  for  aa  hipping,  and  for  burning 
Bchool-houses. 
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Question.  What  is  tlio  state  of  public  feeling  produced  by  these  occurrences  iu  regard 
to  tbo  security  of  person  and  property  ? 

Ansirer.  The  republicans  down  there  have  but  very  little  security  for  themselves  or 
their  property,  those  that  take  any  jiart  in  politics.  There  have  been  forty  or  fifty 
outrages,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  that  have  been  perpetrated  on  democrats.  I  do 
not  know  wliether  it  is  for  their  political  views,  or  because  they  are  worse  than  others. 

Qitcsiion.  Do  you  know  whether  the  United  States  officials  in  taking  the  census  or 
in  collecting  the  revenue  encounter  any  difficulties  ? 

Ans7ver.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them  do. 

QiicaiioH.  From  what  source  ? 

Ansivcr.  Here  is  a  letter  I  brought  along  with  me  from  one  of  the  depi:ties  in  Sampson 
County. 

Question.  A  letter  to  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  is  to  the  marshal ;  it  was  sent  to  the  Census  Bureau,  and  then 
returned  to  the  marshal. 

Question.  I  see  it  is  addressed  to  the  superintendent  of  the  census? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  facts  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  jiolitical  organization  there  which  perpe- 
trates or  countenances  these  outrages  ? 

Answer.  There  is  an  organization  exi.sting,  for  I  have  seeu  thorn  once  myself.  I  saw 
them  either  in  December,  1869,  or  January,  1870,  in  Chatham  County,  when  I  was  going 
after  some  illicit  distillers.  I  was  about  meeting  them,  but  went  into  the  woods  and 
got  away  from  them. 

Question.  How  did  they  appear? 

Answer.  They  were  dressed  in  white  gowns,  and  were  masked — different  disguises. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  were  there? 

Answer.  I  suppose  about  thirty  or  forty.  They  were  raouuted  and  made  a  very  big 
show,  but  I  don't  think  there  were  more  than  forty. 

Question.  From  your  travels  among  the  people,  do  you  know  whether  they  feel 
secure  iu  person  and  property  from  the  wrongs  of  this  organization  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  never  say  much  to  me — never  talk  to  me  about  the  matter. 
I  have  been  treated  very  kindly  traveling  the  State  over. 

Question.  What  is  the  feeling  of  the  people  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  republicans  say  they  are  not  safe. 

Question.  What  is  tlie  feeling  expressed  by  the  other  party  ? 

Answer.  They  say  there  is  no  such  thing  as  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Is  its  existence  denied  bj'  them  ?  ^ 

Answer.  I'^es,  sir;  it  is  denied.  I  have  heard  a  great  many  sa^that  they  may 
take  some  persons  that  the  law  does  not  take  hold  of,  for  stealing,  and  give  them  a 
whipping;  but  they  say  it  is  not  political.  Here  is  a  letter  from  one  of  our  deputy 
marshals,  written  Januaary  5,  1870. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Where  was  your  home  prior  to  1867  ? 

Answer.  In  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Question.  Were  you  born  there  ? 

Answer.  I  was  born  in  Hemiques,  Virginia. 

Question.  You  went  to  Raleigh  in  1867  ? 

Ansjcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  assist  iu  taking  the  census? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Have  you  had  frequently  writs  of  arrests  and  summonses  to  serve  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  that  you  had  been  treated  kindly  by  the  people, 
traveling  through  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  never  been  molested. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  encounter  any  forcible  resistance  to  an  arrest  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  say  that  I  ever  did.  About  a  month  ago  I  Avent  after  au 
outlaw,  and  he  tried  to  way-laj'  me,  but  ho  did  not  succeed. 

Question.  What  was  he  charged  with  ? 

Answer.  Violation  of  the  revenue  law  in  selling  tobacco. 

Question.  Those  writs  of  arrest  issued  by  the  United  States  Commissioner,  jou  served 
a  good  many  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  difficulty  in  bringing  .the  parties  up  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  said  you  were  sent  by  Governor  Holden  with  a  squad  of  men  to  Jones 
County  ;  what  were  those  men  ? 
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Answer.  They  were  detailed  militia.  , 

Question.  Wliite  meu  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  were  your  orders  from  Governor  Holden? 

Answer.  I  disrcmember  now.    I  have  the  written  orders  at  home. 

Question.  To  what  eifect  were  they  I 

Answer.  To  aid  the  sheriff  and  officers  of  the  county  in  the  discliarge  of  their  duty, 
provided  they  could  not  discharge  it  without  help. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  find  any  forcible  resistance  to  the  execution  of  the  law  after 
you  got  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  my  meu  never  left  camp.  AVhen  I  got  there  they  had  some  colored 
militia,  which  I  disbanded.    They  were  under  arms  before  I  got  there. 

Question.  Who  was  in  charge  of  them? 

Answer.  Colonel  Sheppard  ;  the  one  who  was  killed. 

Question.  How  many  colored  militia  were  there  ? 

Answer.  Between  live  and  six  hundred,  I  think. 

Question.  Did  yon  disband  them  by  order  of  Governor  Holden  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  as  soon  as  I  got  there. 

Question.  At  the  time  you  went  there,  was  that  the  only  armed  body  of  organized 
militia  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  had  they  been  organized  ? 

Ansicer.  They  were  organized  soon  after  the  killing  of  Colgrove. 

Question.  How  long  prior  to  your  getting  there  ? 

An-'iwcr.  About  a  week,  or  perliax»s  two  weeks. 

Question.  Were  they  all  armed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  With  what  arms? 

Answer.  Muskets,  by  the  governor  of  the  State. 

Question.  Who  was  Colonel  Sheppard  ? 

A  newer.  Ho  was  in  the  United  States  Army. 

Question.  Where  from  ? 

Answer.  From  Pennsylvania. 

Question.  Was  he  a  duly  commissioned  officer  in  the  North  Carolina  militia? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  carried  his  commission. 

Question.  Did  he  organize  the  bhick  militia,  in  that  county,  among  these  inhabitants  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  iu  that  county,  among  these  inhabitants. 

W  Washington,  D.  C,  February  7,  1871. 

Albert  H.  Dowell,  jr.,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  part  of  North  Carolina  do  you  live? 

Answer.  In  Raleigh,  at  present. 

Question.  In  what  are  you  now  engaged  ? 

Answer.  I  pviblish  the  Gazette  at  Raleigh.  During  the  past  two  years,  or  since  March 
two  years  ago,  I  have  liv(;d  at  Asheville,  and  published  the  Asheville  Pioneer. 

Question.  How  long  h.ive  you  been  a  resident  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  lived  there  until  early  in  1866,  when  I 
went  to  Philadelphia,  where  I  was  connected  with  the  Philadelphia  Press  for  a  while, 
and  then  with  the  Washington  Chronicle  and  the  Philadelphia  Press,  while  here. 

Question.  Is  your  paper  a  political  paper  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  Avhich  party  ? 

Anstver.  Republican. 

Question.  AMiat  opjiortunities  have  you  had  for  knowing  the  state  of  security  for  per- 
son and  property  iu  the  State  of  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  From  general  observation,  hearsay,  and  reports.  I  might  state  that  I  did 
not  know  for  what  purpose  I  was  suuimoued  here,  and  therefore  I  have  made  no  pre- 
paration. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  actual  knowledge  of  the  disturbances  that  have  occurred  iu 
any  counties  of  your  State? 

Answer.  In  my  office  at  Asheville  I  received  calls  frequently  from  parties  who  had 
been  outraged.  I  recollect  distinctly  two  or  three  occasions.  I  remember  one  or  two 
instances  of  colored  people  who  had  been  beaten. 

Question.  In  what  county  is  Asheville  ? 

Answer.  In  Buucombe  County. 

Question.  Give  your  knowledge  of  those  occurrences  as  derived  from  the  statements 
made  to  you. 
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Answer.  On  one  occasion  a  colored  minister  called  on  me. 

Qiiesfioti.  What  is  his  name  ? 

Answer.  His  name,  I  believe,  is  Jordan  Alexander.  He  told  me  that  he  had  been 
beaten  very  severely  in  Yancey  County,  vrhere  he  had  been  preaching  on  the  circuit, 
and  had  been  obliged  to  leave  the  county,  and  was  afraid  to  return.  He  told  a  very 
pitiful  tale.    That  was  but  one  instance.     I  have  heard  of  a  number  of  others. 

Question.  What  circumstances  did  he  relate  ? 

Ansiver.  He  stated  that  he  was  at  a  house  one  night,  and  they  came  about  midnight 
and  took  him  out  and  beat  him  severely,  and  told  him  that  if  he  returned  to  the  county 
he  Avonld  suffer  for  it.  I  recollect  jmblishiug  a  little  account  of  the  occurrence,  giving 
his  statement. 

Question.  AVhat  did  they  do  with  him  ?    To  what  extent  was  he  wronged  ? 

Answer.  He  said  they  beat  him,  took  some  money  from  him,  and  ordered  him  to  leave 
the  county.    Yancey  County  is  near  Buncombe  County. 

Qi(estioii.  Were  they  in  disguise? 

Answer.  He  said  they  were. 

Question.  Did  you  or  he  take  any  steps  to  bring  the  party  to  justice  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  Could  he  identify  them  ? 

Answer.  He  said  he  thought  he  knew  one  or  two  of  them.  Asheville  is  my  home,  but 
I  have  been  there  very  little  of  my  time.  I  have  made  my  newspaper  merely  a  sec- 
ondary consideration.  I  have  traveled  a  great  deal,  and  have  not  given  sufficient 
attention  to  those  matters,  only  during  the  campaign.  I  took  an  active  part  in  poli- 
tics there.  I  remember  another  instance  where  a  colored  man  told  me  that  his  house 
had  been  burned  down,  and  that  he  was  afraid  to  remain  there.  He  lived  in  the  moun- 
tains, near  Asheville.  I  know  of  some  j)ersonal  threats  Laving  been  made  towards 
myself,  or  something  like  that.  I  paid  very  little  attention  to  all  these  matters ;  did 
not  give  them  a  thought  hardly. 

Question.  Have  you  given  such  attention  to  the  personal  security  of  the  citizens,  and 
to  the  seciuity  of  their  j)roperty,  as  to  be  able  to  give  us  an  intelligent  opinion  on  the 
subject  ? 

Answer.  I  never  had  an  idea  of  being  brought  before  any  committee  on  the  subject ; 
never  dreamed  of  it.  I  have  felt  often  that  my  own  life  was  unsafe.  I  have  felt  aii'aid 
to  express  my  opinions  as  I  desired  to  do. 

Question.  For  what  reason  ? 

Answer.  Because  I  feared  to  give  free  expression  to  my  views  as  a  political  man,  or 
as  an  editor. 

Question.  What  facts  known  to  you  gave  rise  to  that  apprehension  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  threatened  until  sometimes  I  feared  to  walk  out  at  night  for 
fear  I  would  be  attacked,  beaten,  or  shot.  Free  speech  has  not  been  permitted  alto- 
gether.    I  do  not  call  myself  a  timid  man,  l)y  any  means. 

Question.  By  what  means  has  free  speech  been  prevented? 

Answer.  I  have  been  met  on  the  street  by  a  party  of  men,  not  disguised  men,  hoAV- 
ever.  They  were  threatening  me  with  injury  if  I  persisted  in  giving  expression  to  my 
views,  writing  editorials,  &c.,  showing  the  opposite  party  up  in  its  true  light,  as  I 
supposed.    I  am  a  republican,  a  conservative  republican,  at  heart. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  proceed  any  further  than  threatening  ;  was  there  any  actual 
violence  ever  attempted  or  committed  upon  you  ? 

Ansicer.  None  was  ever  attempted.  I  recollect  a  little  instance  that  occurred  at  a 
political  meeting  ;  I  might  state  a  great  deal  that  I  have  seen  and  obsei'ved  in  that  way. 

Quesiion.  It  is  the  state  of  pviblic  and  private  security  that  we  are  inquiring  about. 

Answer.  I  am  rather  unwell  to-day,  and  I  hope  the  committee  will  excuse  my  manner 
of  giving  my  testimony. 

Question.  Our  purpose  is  to  inquire  as  to  the  security  of  person  and  property  in  your 
State ;  if  you  have  anything  to  state  on  that  subject  you  will  state  it. 

Answer.  Ou  one  occasion  the  State  senator  from  that  senatorial  district,  including 
Buncombe,  Transylvania,  and  Henderson  Counties,  gave  notice  that  he  would  address 
the  colored  people  at  a  certain  time.  A  large  crowd  of  colored  people  assembled  at  the 
court-house  at  Asheville.  There  were  a  few  whites,  perhaps  a  half  a  dozen  white  re- 
publicans there.    He  spoke  that  night. 

Question.  Who  is  he? 

Answer.  A  Mr.  Merriman  ;  a  brother  of  Judge  Merriman.  He  frequently  alluded  to 
me,  as  editor  of  the  Pioneer,  in  some  very  savage  terms  you  might  say,  and  provoked 
considerable  excitement.  I  rose  to  speak,  and  was  ordered  to  sit  down,  because  it  was 
said  that  it  would  create  a  serious  riot  if  I  even  attempted  to  reply  to  him.  There  was 
the  gi'catest  excitement  in  the  hall,  and  some  of  us  had  to  flee. 

Quesiion.  Was  that  meeting  called  by  the  opposite  political  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  were  denounced  in  it  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question   And  you  rose  to  reply? 

Answa:  Yes,  sir;  and  my  friends  would  not  let  me  reply.  I  -wished  to  reply,  but  I 
would  not  have  been  allowed  to  reply. 

Qxcstion.  Did  anything  result  from  that  but  the  disturbance  occurring  in  the  meeting 
itself? 

Answer.  Nothing  resulted  that  night ;  but  much  would  have  resulted,  uo  doubt,  if  I 
had  gone  on. 

Question.  Was  that  the  end  of  it  ? 

Answer.  That  night  I  was  warned  not  to  go  home ;  I  had  to  go  home  with  some 
ti'iends  ;  I  feared  a  personal  attack. 

Question.  Do  you  still  coutiuue  the  publication  of  your  paper  ? 

Answer.  It  is  published  now  by  another  person  ;  I  have  sold  my  interest  in  the  pajier 
at  Asheville,  but  I  still  write  for  it  occasionally.  The  Gazette  at  Raleigh  is  now  ujy 
paj)er. 

Question.  Have  you  any  actual  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  secret  organization 
that  is  complained  of  as  causing  disturbances  in  your  State?  Or  can  you  speak  about 
it  only  from  information  ? 

Answer.  I  can  speak  only  from  public  information,  because  I  have  never  seen  any  of 
the  Ku-Klux,  as  they  term  them,  not  in  disguise,  at  any  rate ;  but  I  am  fully  confident 
there  is  such  an  organization,  and  I  think  in  my  own  (bounty  of  Buncombe;  I  am  sure 
of  it. 

Question.  Have  tlicre  been  any  arrests  for  those  wrongs  of  which  you  have  si^okeu, 
and  of  which  com])laiuts  have  been  made  to  you  '? 

Answer.  None  whatever;  I  suppose  the  solicitor  of  that  district,  Mr.  Lusk,  has  been 
before  you — he  is  in  town,  I  know  ;  he  is  the  solicitDr.  and  Judge  Henry  is  the  judge  of 
that  district;  I  suppose  that  they  have  a  knowledge  of  all  these  occurrences. 

Question.  Does  this  express  your  knowledgt^  on  the  subject  inquired  about? 

Ansirer.  "What  I  know  is  principally  from  hearsay;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  political 
persecution  and  social  ostracism  which  is  exhibited  everywhere  and  in  every  circle  in 
that  section  of  the  State ;  that  was  one  reason  why  I  left  Asheville,  because  of  this 
political  persecution  and  social  ostracism;  that  was  the  chief  reason;  and  there  are 
others  who  have  been  induced  to  leave  for  the  same  reason. 

Question.  Does  that  go  to  the  extent  of  endangering  the  peace  or  security  of  person 
and  property  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  timid  persons  have  imagined  so  ;  I  will  be  candid,  and  say  that 
during  the  campaign  I  feared  I  would  not  live  to  see  it  through  ;  I  often  lay  down  in 
my  bed  at  night  not  expecting  to  be  safe  till  morning. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Question.  Did  you  canvass  the  State  at  all  ? 

Answer.  Only  in  Buncombe  County  ;  I  have  traveled  a  great  deal  in  the  State. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  speeches  ? 

Answer.  I  nuido  speeches  in  Asheville,  and  once  or  twice  in  Madison,  an  adjoining 
county. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  personal  assault  made  on  you  during  that  time  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  election  in  August  last  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  \Yas  it  an  orderly  and  quiet  election  ? 

Answer.  You  might  say  that  we  had  a  very  elective  police  force  present,  and  some 
of  the  miliria  w(>rc  there  ;  I  was  the  only  man,  without  it  was  the  solicitor  and  judge, 
that  had  full  opportunities  for  observation;  I  was  there  as  editor  for  two  years,  and 
edited  the  i):irty  organ  for  twenty  counties. 

Question.  Were  you  active  and  outspoken  '? 

Answer.  I  was,  indeed;  I  am  a  republican,  heart  and  soul,  but  I  have  always 
believed  in  being  conservative  in  my  views,  in  the  tvnv.  meaning  of  the  term. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hold  any  office  under  the  State  government  ? 

Ansicer.  In  1870, 1  believe,  I  was  elected  a  member  of  the  school  committee  of  our 
district. 

Quistion.  By  ])t)pular  vote  ? 

Answer.  By  the  vote  of  the  township.  I  was  elected  by  the  county  commissioners  as 
examiner  of  the  public  schools  of  Buncombe  County.  I  was  an  aspu-aut  for  the  legis- 
lature, but  I  was  not  nominated. 

Question.  You  ran  for  the  nomination  in  your  own  party  ? 

An»icer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  were  not  nominated? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  political  complexion  of  Buncombe  County  ? 

Answer.  Two  years  ago  it  was  republican;  now  it  is  democratic  by  five  hundred 
votes. 
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Question.  Were  you  ever  under  any  political  disability  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 
Question.  How  old  are  you  ? 

Ansu-cr.  I  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  July  last.  I  cast  my  iirst  vote  a  few 
months  ago. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  an  election  in  Buncombe  County ;  were  any  iiersons,  to 
your  knowledge,  intimidated  or  prevented  from  going  to  the  election  ;  if  so,  by  what 
means  ? 

Answer.  I  can  state  what  I  beard,  as  an  editor.  I  generally  heard  the  news  second- 
hand. I  had  a  good  many  chances  for  observation,  but  I  had  other  matters  to  engross 
my  attention.  I  heard  some  reports  of  some  persons  who  were  intimidated  in  the  ad- 
joining precinct  in  that  county,  who  were  driven  from  the  polls.  But  I  never  had  time 
to  investigate  those  matters,  for  I  intended  after  the  election  to  leave  Asheville. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  election  in  Asheville  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Was  anyone  there  prevented  in  any  manner  from  voting  as  they  wished? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  I  would  like  to  say  one  word  for  myself.  I  think  I 
was  a  target  for  the  opposition  all  the  time.  I  was  in  a  strong  democratic  precinct.  I 
think  no  one  there  has  withstood  more  personal  or  political  ostracism  than  myself, 
with  one  or  two  leading  exceptions. 

Question.  I  Avas  asking  about  the  actual  state  of  thiijgs  at  the  polls. 

Answer.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  bitterness  and  ill-feeling  manifested  there,  and 
some  hard  words,  &c. 

Question.  Did  that,  to  your  knowledge,  prevent  anybody  from  voting,  and  voting  as 
they  wished  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge  in  that  particular  vicinity.  I  know  this  much  :  if  I, 
myself,  or  others  there,  had  expressed  their  feelings  and  opinions  freely,  we  would  have 
had  a  riot.  If  wo  had  replied  to  insinuations  and  attacks  made  upon  us  by  certain 
parties  canvassing  for  the  opposite  party,  it  would  have  resulted  in  a  serious  riot.  So 
we  thought  we  had  better  be  prudent  and  say  but  little.  We  could  not  express  our 
opinions  freely  without  creating  a  disturbance.  For  the  time,  there  was  a  very  bitter 
state  of  feeling  existing  there. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  7,  1871. 

C.  D.  Upchurch  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  In  Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  What  position  do  you  occupy  there  ? 

Answer.  I  am  deputy  collector  of  internal  revenue,  4th-district. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  was  born  and  raised  in  Raleigh  ;  lived  there  all  my  life. 

Question.  State  whether,  in  the  discharge  of  yoiir  duty  as  deputy  collector,  you  have 
ever  encountered  the  organization  known  as  Ku-Klux. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  encountered  them  once  only. 

Question.  When,  where,  and  in  what  manner? 

Answer.  About  the  18th  of  October,  18G9,  I  was  proceeding  to  the  town  of  Pittsboro, 
Chatham  County,  and  about  8  o'clock  at  night,  when  I  was  about  four  miles  this  side 
of  the  place,  as  I  was  riding  very  leisurely  up  a  hill  in  my  buggy,  a  man  ran  out,  dressed 
in  a  white  disguise,  and  grabbed  my  horse's  rein.  I  had  heard  and  knew  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  an  organization  in  the  country ;  but  I  was  surprised  that  one  man  should 
attack  me.  I  ^mlled  out  my  pistol  and  cocked  it,  had  my  finger  on  the  trigger,  and  was 
going  to  shoot.  The  man  heard  the  click  of  the  pistol  and  told  me  not  to  shoot  him, 
for  if  I  killed  him  they  would  kill  me  ;  he  said  it  with  an  oath.  I  asked  him  who  ;  I 
had  not  looked  up  the  hill ;  it  was  very  steep,  nearly  perpendicular  ;  it  was  a  rough, 
mountainous  country.  I  looked  up  the  hill  and  saw  a  host  of  these  men  in  white 
moving  about.  Then  I  knew  who  had  me ;  so  I  told  him  to  lead  me  up.  He  led  my 
horse  up,  and  when  I  got  to  the  top  of  the  hill  they  surrounded  my  buggy  ;  they  were 
all  disguised.  The  captain  or  spokesman,  a  very  tall  man,  came  uj)  and  asked  mo  who 
I  was.  I  told  him  I  was  a  revenue  officer,  collecting  the  revenue  in  that  county. 
"Well,"  he  says,  '•  that  is  damned  bad  business  to  be  doing  in  this  country  ;  we  chaps 
are  put  here  to  take  care  of  you  fellows,  and  you  shan't  go  on  with  any  more  of  your 
business,  anyhow,"  or  something  to  that  effect — I  forget  the  exact  words.  I  said,  '•  Cap- 
tain, I  did  not  know  there  was  any  penalty  for  collecting  revenue  in  this  country." 
He  says,  "  There  is  no  penalty  for  collecting  revenue  so  much  ;  but  you  have  been  seiz-  , 
ing  stills  on  our  river."    I  had  been  seizing  a  great  many  stills.    "  But,"  says  ho,  "  you 
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cannot  do  it  any  longer ;  we  propose  to  break  that  up,  because  it  is  an  oppressive  laTV, 
and  we  shan't  stand  it."  I  said,  "  I  am  very  sorry  I  cannot  carry  out  the  laws  of  the 
Government ;  but  I  would  like  to  know  if  there  is  any  penalty  attached  to  me.  Now, 
what  are  you  ju;oing  to  do  with  me  ?"  I  was  very  scared  at  the  time.  He  said  he 
would  tell  me  directly.  Then  he  called  off  his  men  by  the  fence,  leaving  one  guarding 
my  buggy  and  one  standing  by  my  horse.  I  could  hear  the  conversation  ;  thej'  talked 
about  shaving  my  head,  and  treating  me  in  several  ways  ;  but  every  time  they  sug- 
gested something  somebody  would  object.  They  kept  coming  and  going  backwardB 
and  forwards  towards  the  buggy  and  against  the  fence,  and  never  could  come  to  any 
conclusion  what  to  do.  They  accused  me  of  being  one  of  Governor  Holden's  detectives 
and  did  not  believe  I  was  a  revenue  officer.  I  told  tliem  I  was,  and  pulled  out  my  com- 
mission and  gave  it  to  them.  They  carried  it  to  the  fence,  struck  a  light,  and  read  it, 
and  came  back  perfectly  satisfied.  They  kept  me  there  about  three  hours — till  about 
11  o'clock.  They  went  clean  off,  I  did  not  know  for  what  piirpose ;  but  they  came  back 
after  a  while  and  said,  "  Young  man,  we  are  all  Methodists  in  this  crowd  ;  we  put  you 
on  probation;  and  if  ever  we  catch  you  seizing  any  more  distilleries  in  this  country 
just  jticlv  out  your  tree  ;  we  will  liang  you  to  the  tii'st  tree  we  come  to."  I  said,  "All 
right,  captain  ;  I  suppose  you  are  the  powers  that  be,  in  this  country,  and  I  must  submit 
to  them.''  They  told  me  to  leave,  and  I  h-ft  iu  a  great  hurry.  They  went  on  before  me, 
marching  one  behind  the  other.  Tlieir  horses  were  disguised  ;  every  horse  had  a  sheet 
on  tliH  surcingle.     As  they  marched  offl  counted  them  ;  there  were  thirty-two  of  them, 

Quc>itio)i.  What  was  the  form  of  their  disguise? 

Aiisircr.  Most  (if  tlicni  were  in  a  kind  of  bloomer  costume,  white  all  over.  A  band 
came  tight  around  the  ankle.  Then  they  had  on  a  white  jacket,  coming  up  to  the 
throat,  and  then  something  like  a  pillow-case  over  the  face,  up  to  the  eyes.  I  could 
see  the  eyes.  They  also  had  on  a  white  cap.  If  it  was  moonlight  I  might  descry 
some  of  tlieni,  though  I  could  not  see  anvthiug  but  the  eyes. 

Qucslioii.  Could  you  recognize  tlie  features  / 

Amncr.  No,  sir.     I  never  recognized  one  man. 

Qucstioi).  Were  they  conunaniled  like  military  men? 

Ansiccr.  Oh  yes.  sir;  they  seemed  to  lie  uuder  strict  command.  None  of  them  daro 
say  anything  while  tlu;  captain  was  talking. 

Qncation.  In  starting  off,  how  did  they  go? 

Amiicr.  They  marclied  one  behind  tlie  other,  npt  exactly  in  military  style. 

Question.  Did  they  start  otf  in  that  way  in  obedience  to  connnand  ? 

Auvccr.  There  was  a  command  given  to  fall  in,  and  they  all  took  their  places.  I 
suppose  it  was  understood  how  they  were  to  fall  in. 

QiKntioi).  Have  you  seen  where  they  have  committed  outrages  upon  other  persons  ? 

Anxiccr.  Yes,  sir.  I  saw  two  colored  men  hanging,  about  three  hours  after  they  weie 
hung. 

Qiicslion.  "Where  was  that  ? 

Ansurr.  In  Orange  County,  near  Oaks  po.st  office. 

Question.  Do  you  know  their  names  ? 

Answer.  Jefferson  Morrow  and  Daniel  Morrow. 

Question.  AVhen  was  this  ? 

AnsHcr.  1  think  it  was  about  the  first  of  January,  1870.  It  was  after  the  time  of  the 
other  occurrence. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  the  circumstances  attending  this  affair? 

Ansiver.  I  was  on  my  way  from  Chapel  Hill  to  Pittsboro.  I  heard  a  great  screaming 
and  crying  on  the  side  of  th<,'  road.  My  horse  got  scared  and  (huted  to  one  side. 
When  I  got  to  the  s[)ot,  I  saw  two  men  hanging  to  two  little  hickories  a  little  way 
apart,  and  there  were  thn;c  women  and  live  or  six  children  screaming  and  crying. 
One  of  them  asked  me  to  go  and  read  the  paper  which  was  attached  to  the  breast 
of  the  two  men.  They  wanted  to  know  the  contents.  It  was  an  awful  scene.  They 
were  making  a  great  ado.  I  told  them  I  did  not  like  to  go  there.  I  was  afraid  I 
would  get  myself  in  a  scrape.  I  was  afrai<l  I  was  guing  out  of  my  line  of  duty.  But 
they  insisted,  and  cried  so,  that  I  climbed  the  tree  and  got  the  note  and  read  it,  but 
took  particular  pains  to  stick  it  back. 

Question.  What  was  on  it? 

Answer.  Th(!  words  were  "  I]arnburners  and  women  insulters,"  signed  "  K.  K.  K."  It 
looked  like  different  handwriting,  but  i)erhaps  it  was  by  one  intentionally.  The  men 
were  hung  by  a  little  plow-liuo.  The  necks  were  not  broken.  I  examined  them.  They 
were  clioked  to  death. 

Question.  Did  you  know  anything  about  the  characters  of  the  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     I  never  heard  of  them  before. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  further  imiuiry  on  the  subject  in  that  neighborhood  T 

Answer.  Well,  yes,  sir.  There  were  a  great  many  people,  white  and  colored,  that 
came  to  the  si)ot,  who  heard  the  screaming.  I  heard  there  had  been  some  barns  burned 
iu  that  neigldjorliood  about  a  month  before,  and  some  of  the  gentlemen  I'cmarked  that 
they  tliought  these  were  the  identical  persons;  something  of  that  kind. 
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(liiesfion.  That  was  in  Orauge  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  near  the  Chatham  line. 

Quesiion.  What  part  of  the  State  do  you  visit  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  ? 

Aiisiver.  I  go  over  eight  counties  once  a  month. 

Question.  What  counties  ? 

Answer.  Orange,  Chatham,  Wake,  Johnson,  Nash,  Warren,  Granville,  and  Franklin. 

Question.  What  is  the  effect  of  these  raids  and  -svrongs  upon  the  feeling  of  the  peojila 
as  to  their  security  ? 

Answer,  Well,  it  depends  upon  what  party  a  man  belongs  to  vrhether  he  feels  secure 
or  not.  Persons  who  belong  to  the  extreme  there  are  bound  to  keep  themselves  very 
close  and  not  say  anything  to  go  abroad  that  would  make  anybody  mad — any  white 
person  around. 

Question.  Which  party  do  you  refer  to  as  being  under  apprehension? 

Answer.  I  mean  all  republicans— what  are  termed  radicals;  that  is,  in  the  country;  in 
the  towns  it  is  different ;  there  they  do  not  fear  much,  because  the  Ku-Klux  don't  come 
there  often,  and  when  they  do  those  in  the  town  can  hide ;  but  in  the  country  they  are 
scared  to  death. 

Question.  Upon  what  do  you  base  this  statement  ? 

Anstcer.  Just  from  conversation  with  these  parties  where  I  travel. 

Question.  You  speak  now  of  apprehensions  expressed  by  those  who  are  republicans  f 

Ansicer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  had  conversation  with  those  who  are  democrats;  and  if  so,  how 
do  they  speak  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  I  have  had  conversation  with  strong  democrats  and  high  in  office,  and 
they  speak  as  if  there  was  no  cause  of  apprehension  at  all.  But  I  go  into  the  country 
and  I  talk  to  others,  and  I  have  heard  a  great  many  say,  "  Well,  such  a  man  better 
walk  square,  straight  up,  not  make  himself  consxjicuous;  if  he  don't,  the  Ku-Klux  will 
get  him." 

Question.  Is  there  any  public  sentiment  there  which  sustains  or  apologizes  for  these 
proceedings  ? 

Answer.  Well,  yes,  sir ;  there  is. 

Question.  Where  does  it  derive  its  support  ? 

Answer.  You  mean  from  what  party  or  class  of  men  ? 

Question.  Just  tell  what  it  comes  from  ;  let  it  be  either  party  or  individuals. 

Ansicer.  It  comes  from  certain  individuals  who  do  not  believe  in  anything.  From 
what  I  can  see,  it  is  men  who  were  old  Union  democrats,  and  who  are  democrats  now. 
We  have  some  there  who  make  excuses  for  these  things,  but  they  are  elderly  men;  not 
so  great  many  of  them  that  make  excuses.    They  appear  to  be  down  on  it. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  this  is  the  only  class  that  make  excuses  for  it  ? 

Ansicer.  That  is  the  only  class  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  WTiat  is  the  tone  of  the  press  on  the  subject  ? 

Ansicer.  W^ell,  sir,  the  Sentinel,  the  only  daily  we  have  in  Raleigh,  says  it  is  opposed 
to  the  organization  and  would  hope  it  would  be  broken  up.  But  these  excuses  have 
been  made  recently ;  I  never  heard  of  any  at  the  time  they  were  more  ramjiant.  You 
see  the  thing  is  quieted  more  than  it  used  to  be. 

Question.  Since  when  ? 

Answer.  Since  the  election  in  August ;  quieted  considerably  all  through  the  country. 

Question.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ? 

Ansicer.  My  own  private  opinion  is  that  all  these  Ku-Klux  men  were  democrats,  and 
the  organization  was  gotten  up  to  influence  the  elections — to  scare  the  colored  peoijle 
and  intimidate  their  voting,  so  as  to  get  possession  of  the  power  of  the  State.  After 
they  had  succeeded  in  doing  that,  why,  then  it  was  all  right ;  they  had  what  they 
wanted. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  since  the  last  election  there  have  been  no  outrages  of 
this  character  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  no,  sir;  I  do  not  say  that,  because  one  was  committed  the  other  day  to 
my  certain  knowledge.  A  witness  tlTat  I  had  against  an  illicit  distiller  gave  evidence 
before  a  commission  in  Raleigh,  and  on  his  return  home  he  was  whipped  very  severely. 
He  was  a  white  man  of  some  character,  I  do  not  say  it  was  finally  stopped,  but  it  is 
not  so  rampant  as  it  used  to  be. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  since  the  election  the  tone  of  public  sentiment  has 
changed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Quesiion.  Who  justify  or  excuse  the  proceedings  of  this  organization  now  ? 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  a  class  of  men  we  call  democrats  that  excuses  or  justifies  them — 
that  is,  they  are  not  democrats ;  they  are  old  secessionists. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  of  their  party  organization,  or  of  the  individual 
members  ? 

Ansicer.  Oh,  of  individual  members. 

Question.  Can  you  name  persons  in  your  district  f 
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Ansiver,  No,  sir ;  I  cauuot  name  persons  ■with  any  degree  of  certainty.  I  jnst  know 
the  people  as  a  body ;  I  see  them  in  crowds,  and  stand  off  and  listen  to  their  conver- 
sation about  such  things. 

Question.  If  there  are  any  other  facts  within  your  knowledge  in  your  district  which 
bear  upon  the  security  of  life,  person,  and  property,  please  tell  what  you  know. 

Ansiver.  I  think  the  colored  man  is  in  exti'cme  danger  there  all  the  time — that  is,  if 
he  does  not  affiliate  and  vote  with  the  democratic  party,  I  think  his  life  is  in  danger ; 
I  certainly  think  it  is,  and  think  it  has  always  been ;  and  I  think  the  life  of  an  active 
white  republican  is  in  danger;  the  more  quiet,  unobtrusive,  say-nothing  people  get 
along  very  well,  but  they  better  say  nothing  to  get  along  very  sereuely.  In  going 
through  the  country,  canvassing  for  the  party,  they  are  in  danger  all  the  time;  I  know 
that,  and  I  have  felt,  ever  since  I  have  been  collecting  revenue  there,  that  I  never 
was  out  of  danger.  I  think  the  collection  of  the  revenue  has  been,iu  a  certain  degree, 
impeded.  I  speak  of  my  efforts,  for  I  have  been  actually  afraid  to  go  and  seize  illicit 
distilleries  where  I  knew  them  to  be  such, 

Quesfion.  Did  that  iear  arise  from  the  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  this  organization, 
or  out  of  the  general  public  sentiment  against  the  enforcement  of  the  revenue  law  ? 

Answer.  It  arose  from  what  I  conceive  to  bo  the  fact,  that  they  were  opposed  to  all 
laws  of  tlie  Government  being  enforced  in  any  way,  shape,  or  manner;  and  my  own 
opinion  is  that  they  are  heartily  opposed  to  the  Government,  as  it  is,  and  would  willingly 
see  everything  subverted  tbat  the  Government  has  anything  to  do  with. 

By  Mr.  Bayaijd  : 

Qiiesiion.  What  is  your  age? 

Ansiver.  Twenty-four. 

Question.  You  are  a  native  of  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  old  enough  for  militarj-  service  during  the  war? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  Southern  army  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  two  years;  and  in  prison  two  years. 

Question.  Were  your  disabilities  removed  before  you  took  your  present  office? 

Ansiver.  A  deputy  collector  is  never  required  to  have  them  removed.  I  am  not  em- 
ployed directly  by  the  Government,  bnt  by  the  collector  as  assistant. 

Question.  Yon  never  held  an  office  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  my  oflic(!  is  not  recognized  directly  by  the  Government. 

Question.  You  are  not  required,  then,  to  take  the  iron-clad  oath,  as  it  is  called? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  instance  yon  mentioned  where  you  saw  the  Kn-Klux  in  October, 
18G9,  the  only  one  in  which  yon  ever  saw  them  ? 

An.wer.  Yes,  sir;  the  only  occasion. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  jjcrsonally  interfered  with  in  the  i)crformancc  of  your 
duties  as  an  ollicer  except  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  beard  of  threats  being  made;  men  came  to  mo  and  said 
that  I  ought  not  to  go  to  certain  places  ;  if  I  did,  my  life  would  be  in  danger. 

Question.  In  connection  with  illicit  stills  ? 

JnsH'tr.  Yes,  sir ;  parties  would  come  tome  as  friends,  and  warn  mo  not  to  do  it; 
would  say  that  th(^  Ku-Klux  would  not  allow  it. 

Question.  Had  you  any  ])ersonal  knowledge  of  the  politics  of  these  distillers  and 
others  against  whom  your  measures  were  directed  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir;'those  that  I  had  to  take  up  and  bring  before  the  commissioner 
I  have  found  to  be  generally  democrats.  I  have  cai)tured  one  or  two  illicit  distillers 
that  WT>re  re]>ublicans  ;  one  large  distiller  in  Nash  County,  who  was  a  republican.  But 
generally  they  are  all  democrats.  In  fact,  there  .«ire  not  more  than  four  or  five  white 
men  in  Chatham  County  tliat  I  know  but  what  are  democrats.  There  are  no  leading 
white  men  that  are  republicans.  There  may  be  4  great  many  that  vote  the  republican 
ticket,  l)ut  they  do  not  let  it  be  kiu)wn.     Tliey  are  actually  afraid  to  do  so. 

Question.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  that  fact? 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  not  beyond  what  I  hear. 

Question.  That  is  your  own  opinion  ? 

Ansiver.  My  own  opinion. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  made  a  statement  that  old  Union  men  who  were  democrats  excused 
the  proceedings  of  the  Ku-Klux  ;   was  that  what  you  meant  ? 

Answer.  No,  they  excused  the  proceedings,  but  they  condemned  it ;  they  would  say 
it  ought  not  to  be  ;  it  ought  to  be  broken  up  ;  it  is  ruining  the  country.  These  wcro 
loco-foco  fellows,  good,  easy-living  kind  of  people ;  we  find  them  iu  the  democratic 
ranks. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  February  7,  1871. 
J.  L.  Henry  sworn  aud  examined. 

By  the  Ciiairmax  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside,  aud  what  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  reside  in  Buncombe  County,  North  Carolina.  I  am  judge  of  the  eleventh 
judicial  district,  the  extreme  western  portion  of  tlie  State. 

Question.  Name  the  counties  embraced  in  that  district. 

Answer.  Ashe,  Watauga,  McDowell,  Mitchell,  Yancey,  Madison,  and  Buncombe. 

Question.  Give  us  your  knowledge,  derived  from  your  oflicial  position  and  your  own 
observation  of  the  state  of  atlairs  existing  in  that  portion  of  the  State,  as  affecting  the 
security  of  life,  person,  aud  property. 

Answer.  There  is  not  much  to  be  complained  of  on  our  circuit.  I  have  succeeded  very 
well  in  enforcing  the  law.  My  district  contains  a  majority  of  republicans.  I  have 
never  had  any  difficulty  in  executing  the  laws  in  my  immediate  district.  I  have  had 
CO  exchange  circuits  with  some  of  the  judges  in  other  portions  of  the  State,  aud  during 
my  absence  there  have  been  one  or  two  Ku-Klux  investigations  which  I  can  only  speak 
of  from  report,  from  what  my  solicitor  told  me.  I  do  not  think  there  has  ever  been  a 
case  of  trial  under  an  indictment  before  me  under  what  is  called  the  Ku-Klux  statute 
of  1863-'G9. 

Question.  That  is  a  statute  against  persons  going  masked  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  whatever  source  your  knowledge  Is  derived,  give  ns  any  facts  which 
bear  upon  the  security  of  life,  person,  and  property,  in  any  portion  of  the  State. 

Answer.  Though  there  have  been  no  trials  before  me,  yet  from  what  I  could  gather 
from  the  attorneys  and  solicitors  of  other  circuits,  who  are  generally  good  men,  I  do 
not  believe  a  fair  investigation  of  the  question  could  be  had  in  the  civil  courts.  We 
have  had,  I  think,  but  one  or  two  outrages  in  our  district,  and  they  were  confined  to 
•one  locality,  known  as  Ivj^,  in  Madison  County.  My  solicitor  tried  to  get  an  indict- 
ment against  the  parties  before  the  grand  jury  when  Judge  Cannon  was  on  the  circuit 
and  I  on  his,  but  failed,  though  the  testimony,  he  said,  was  very  strong.  He  is  in  town 
and  able  to  tell  you  himself. 

Question.  What  is  his  name  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Lusk.  In  attempting  to  do  his  duty  in  that  case,  he  got  into  a  difficulty 
with  the  editor  of  the  democratic  paper  in  my  town,  which  resulted  in  shooting.  Thai 
was  an  alleged  outrage  upon  a  negro  man  named  Brooks. 

Question.  When  was  that  alleged  to  have  occurred  ? 

Answer.  About  a  year  ago.  I  learned  the  day  before  I  left  that  the  same  negro  came 
to  my  solicitor  again,  aud  said  he  had  been  baclly  treated  by  some  seven  men  in  disguise 
on  a  Sunday  night,  about  the  22d  of  January. 

Question.  Was  the  complaint  made  to  you  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir,  to  the  solicitor,  the  night  before  I  left  home.  There  are  two  other 
indictments  in  the  court  of  my  county  presented  by  txie  grand  jury  in  regard  to  out- 
rages committed  in  Ivy,  in  Buncombe  County,  by  disguised  men,  but  I  do  not  think 
they  partake  of  a  political  nature.  I  think  bad  men  have  chosen  that  device.  Even 
in  the  upper  i)ortion  of  the  country,  the  extreme  western  counties,  there  has  not 
been  much  resort  to  masking  for  political  purposes,  because  there  are  few  colored 
people  in  the  fourteen  western  counties,  aud  the  majority  of  the  republicans  are 
white  and  able  to  protect  themselves.  I  do  not  think  anybody  would  attempt  a  thing 
of  that  kind  in  the  west  without  fear  of  due  chastisement.  But  I  have  no  doubt  a 
great  many  bad  men  have  taken  the  idea  from  reports  that  Ave  have  had  from  the 
down  country,  and  have  sought  revenge  for  personal  matters  in  that  way.  I  rode  the 
seventh  circuit  in  the  fall,  known  as  the  Salisbury  circuit,  and  I  heard  a  great  deal  of 
complaint  there  from  the  solicitor. 

Question.  Name  the  counties  composing  that  circuit. 

Answer.  Surry,  Yadkin,  Davie,  Rowan,  Davidson,  Forsyth,  and  Stokes.  The  solicitor, 
Mr.  A.  H.  Joyce,  a  veiy  prominent  aud  sensible  gentleman,  told  me  that  he  had  at- 
tenijited  to  have  these  persons  indicted  IVu'  tcrriljle  outrages,  which  he  detailed  to  me, 
and  though  he  had  made  thorough  cases  against  them  before  the  grand  jury,  they  were 
invariably  acquitted,  and  I  heard  the  same  from  other  solicitors  throughout  the  State. 
I  do  not  kuow  anything  of  my  own  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  From  your  intercourse  with  the  judges  and  solicitors  of  the  State,  and  your 
own  observation,  what  is  your  belief  as  to  the  possibility  of  securing  justice  in  the 
courts  against  members  of  this  organization  who  commit  the  outrages  t 

Answer.  I  think  the  judges  who  preside  in  the  districts  where  these  outrages  have 
been  committed  regard  that  statute  as  a  dead  letter.  I  do  not  think  they  think  they 
can  enforce  it. 

Question.  For  what  reason? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  regard  these  men  as  bound  together  by  terrible  oaths  to  acquit 
each  other,  and  do  any  kind  of  false  swearing  for  the  benefit  of  each  other. 
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Question.  Is  that  your  own  impression  in  regard  to  trials  arising  oiit  of  these  cases? 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  a  case  tried ;  hut  fromrepreseutations  of  others,  I  am  free 
to  say  that  I  think  it  is,  though  I  have  never  found  any  difficulty  in  my  circuit  in  exe- 
cuting the  law.  I  talk  to  the  grand  jury  plainly,  tell  them  their  duty,  and  warn  them 
of  the  consequences  of  permitting  lawlessness  and  violence,  and  I  have  always  found 
them  coming  up  to  their  duty.  But,  as  I  tell  you,  there  has  heeu  nothing  of  this  kind, 
comparatively  speakiug,  in  my  circuit.  My  people  are  what  might  he  called  by  those 
down  on  the  ('astern  border  an  ignorant  mountain  j)eople,  though  they  are  all  alive  to 
the  spirit  of  liberty  and  progress,  «S:c. 

Questio)).  What  is  the  predominant  population  of  your  district,  white  or  colored  ? 

Ansu-er.  There  are  few  colored.  Outside  of  my  own  county  there  are  only  three  or 
four  hundred  colored.  In  ^litchell  County  I  think  there  are  only  about  fifteen,  Init  it 
gives  a  repnldican  majority  of  four  or  tive  hundred.  In  Yancey  County,  which  is 
democratic  by  a  large  majority,  there  are  about  forty  or  fifty  colored. 

Question.  Taking  your  own  district,  there  are  very  few  colored  people  in  it. 

Answer.  Comparatively  speaking,  very  few.  Some  counties  arc  strongly  conserva- 
tive and  some  strongly  republican,  but  I  find  no  ditierence  in  any  of  them  in  execiuting 
the  law.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  bitterness  of  feeling,  though  I  do  not  think  it  is  as 
deep  and  as  inveterate  in  the  mountains  as  it  is  in  the  down  country,  especially  in 
those  counties  where  the  population  is  pretty  evenly  divided  between  whites  and 
blacks.  There  have  been  more  of  these  outrages  there  than  in  the  extreme  west,  where 
there  are  but  few  bhieks.  or  in  the  extreme  east,  where  there  are  more  blacks. 

Question.  Taking  your  courts  as  a  general  rule,  is  there  any  difficulty  in  administering 
justice  in  other  eases  than  those  arising  out  of  these  outrages  ! 

Answer.  Juries  are  alike  all  over  the  world.  I  have  found  that  men  will  be  guided 
and  governed  more  by  their  prejudices  in  ordinary  cases  than  by  their  better  judg- 
ment. I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  one's  right,  before  the  courts 
of  my  circuit,  though  there  is  much  complaint  in  some  circuits. 

By  Mr.  Bayahd: 
Question.  When  did  you  enter  upon  your  present  office  ? 
Answer.  In  1868. 
Question.  How  ? 

Answer.  Elected  by  the  people. 
Question.  By  what  ]iarty  ? 
Answer.  The  republican. 
Question.  You  are  a  republican  ? 
Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  North  Carolina  ? 
Answer.  Born  and  raised  where  I  now  live.     I  am  not  a  carpet-bagger. 
Question.  Were  you  ever  under  political  disabilities? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  barely  attained  my  majority  when  the  war  came  ;  I  liad  ju.st  got 
my  license;  I  never  held  office  before  the  war. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  That  is  all,  unless  you  have  something  more  to  say  bearing  upon  the  in- 
vestigation? 

A)rswer.  I  think  you  asked  nie  as  to  my  opinion  of  the  state  of  feeling  in  the  State 
generally  ;  I  have  been  t)ver  a  good  nuiuy  portions  of  the  State  ;  tliere  is  a  great  deal 
of  bitterness  ;  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  certain  portions  of  the  State  terrible  outrages 
are  being  committed ;  Judge  Logan,  who  at  my  request  held  an  extra  term  of  the 
court  in  my  town  two  weeks  ago,  informed  me  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  now  riding 
through  his  county,  and  that  lie  was  unable  to  punish  them  ;  I  believe  that  the  organ- 
ization is  doing  us  a  great  deal  of  injury,  if  that  opinion  is  worth  anything  to  you;  I 
believe  there  are  a  great  many  conservatives  who  are  as  bitterly  opposed  to  it  as  wo 
are,  but  I  think  the  matter  has  gone  beyond  tlicir  control. 

Question.  Where  does  that  organization  and  its  proceedings  find  any  sympathy  or 
support  ? 

Answer.  Most  of  the  outrages  are  perpetrated  in  the  line  of  counties  between  the 
cotton  and  tobacco  regions,  where  the  colored  and  white  men  are  pretty  evenly  divided. 
But  I  have  regretted  to  si-e  that  throughout  the  State  pretty  much,  while  promhient 
gentlemen  would  not  speak  enc(mragiugly  of  these  outrages,  they  would  generally  at- 
tempt to  ]>alliate  them  l)y  some  other  alleged  outrage  on  the  part  of  the  other  party. 
I  think,  with  a  ])roper  public  sentiment  cultivated  down  there  a  year  or  so  ago,  much 
of  this  terrible  state  of  feeliug  might  have  been  prevented;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
a  great  portion  of  our  people  live  in  daily  and  nightly  terror  of  their  lives.  For  my 
part,  I  have  very  little  hope  of  any  more  republican  government  in  those  reconstructed 
States,  judging  "from  North  Carolina  as  one  of  the  number.  I  do  not  believe  the  con- 
servative party  all  indorse  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  or  that  they  all  belong  to  it ;  yet 
from  a  feeliug  of  dissatisfaction,  resulting  in  a  great  many  instances  from  what  these 
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men  imagine  to  be  real  wrongs,  it  has  grown  into  gigantic  strengtli  throughout  the 
Southern  States,  until  now  the  men  who  are  really  conservative  in  their  notions  are 
unable,  as  I  believe,  to  control  it.  I  think  some  of  the  prominent  men  in  the  State  live 
in  daily  terror  of  being  arrested.  They  say  so  to  me ;  those  in  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  State,  who  live  among  these  outrages. 

Question.  If  the  united  public  sentiment  of  both  parties  had  been  in  condemnation 
of  this  organization,  could  it  ever  have  attained  its  jireseut  strength  and  jjositiou,  iu 
your  opinion  ? 

Ansuxr.  Of  course  not ;  public  opinion  always  controls  secret  organizations,  whatever 
they  are. 

Question.  Can  you  suggest  any  remedy,  which,  in  your  own  belief,  as  a  judicial  officer, 
v.'ould  arrest  these  outrages  ? 

Ansicer.  I  declare  I  do  not  know  what  to  suggest.  A  remedy  might  be  enforced  in 
the  Federal  courts,  perhaps.  The  judges  in  whose  districts  these  outrages  are  alleged 
to  be  committed  say  they  cannot  do  it  in  the  State  courts,  for  the  reason  that  they  who 
vote  occupy  the  jury  box.  If  the  remedy  is  not  there,  I  do  not  see  where  else  it  can 
be,  except  in  a  military  court.  Something  must  be  done.  The  State  will  have  to  be 
controlled  by  Federal  bayonets  in  the  daytime,  or  by  revolvers  and  bludgeons  of  the 
Ku-KIux  in  the  night.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  that  opinion  there  and  here. 
But  I  have  little  hope  of  republican  government  iu  the  reconstructed  States. 

Question.  When  you  say  republican  government,  do  you  mean  it  in  the  party  sense? 

Ansinr.  A  government  where  the  people  are  allowed  to  vote  and  act  as  they  please, 
controlled  by  civil  authority. 

Q,inistion.  I3roader  than  the  partisan  sense  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  broader  than  the  partisan  sense. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Were  you  iu  the  confederate  army? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  capacity  ? 

Answer.  1  went  out  fii-st  as  a  private,  at  21  years  of  age.  I  came  to  Virginia,  and 
was  there  made  adjutant  of  the  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry.  I  was  afterwards  trans- 
ferred to  General  Ransom's  staff,  then  to  Hampton's,  then  to  Stuart's.  Then,  when  the 
ten-regiment  bill  was  passed  by  the  North  Carolina  legislature,  to  prevent  conscription, 
I  was  scut  home,  in  order  to  raise  a  regiment  there.  I  was  under  arrest  for  disloyalty 
part  of  the  time,  from  18G4  up.  I  did  not  aim  to  be  disloyal,  if  I  was,  to  the  confed- 
eracy. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Disloyal  to  the  State  or  National  Government? 

Answer.  To  the  State.  We  had  a  good  deal  of  that  in  Western  North  Carolina.  It 
was  known  that  we  were  mostly  old-line  whigs  there.  I  was  true  to  it,  though  all  my 
peoide  were  democrats.  I  entered  political  life  pretty  early,  at  about  18  years  of  age.  I 
edited  a  whig  journal  in  our  district,  and  was  early  taught  to  hate  the  democratic 
party  ;  perhaps  too  much  so,  and  I  have  not  got  over  it.  We  drifted  into  tlie  war  out 
iu  Western  North  Carolina  more  than  went  into  it. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  8,  1871. 
James  Reid  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairjian  : 

Question.  Please  state  in  what  part  of  North  Carolina  you  Uve,  and  what  is  your 
occupation. 

Answer.  I  am  a  citizen  of  Franklin  County,  and  by  profession  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  that  State? 

Answer.  I  am  a  native  of  that  State,  and  have  spent  a  large  portion  of  my  life  within 
its  bounds. 

Question.  State  what  opportunities  have  you  had  of  observing  and  knowing  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  in  that  State  during  the  pa^^jlfew  years,  and  give  us  your  own 
knowledge  and  belief  as  to  the  security  of  person  Caa  property  there. 

Ansicer.  The  county  iu  which  I  live  when  a<  -Jn-  Ihas  been  a  county  of  quiet  and 
peace,  in  general,  since  1865.    I  have  travel  V  extensively  through  the  State, 

and  have  heard  various  reports  in  reference  to  [erings  of  individuals  in  different 

counties,  but  that  is  mere  rumor.  Iu  my  own  co.  1  some  eighreeu  months  or  two 
years  ago,  I  was  under  the  impression  that  there  wa§"Vhat  was  called  a  union  party  of 
the  Wliite  Brotherhood,  or  the  Invisible  Empire.  '2^hat  was  my  impression.  I  was 
also  under  the  impression  that  there  were  several  young  men  of  my  acquaintance  who, 
if  there  was  a  secret  organization,  in  all  probability  might  be  members  of  it.  With 
this  impression  fixed  on  my  mind,  at  an  early  period  I  met  them  and  interrogated  them 
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kindly  aud  respectfully,  because  I  felt  that  if  they  did  belong  to  it  they  wonld  ulti- 
mately become  involved  in  serious  difficulties.  Well,  I  did  not  and  could  not  learn 
from  them  whether  they  Avere  or  were  not  memljers.  But  in  relation  to  my  own 
county,  where  I  spend  a  large  portion  of  my  time,  I  have  no  distinct  recollection  that 
any  violence  has  been  used  toward  any  subject  in  the  county.  They  have  been  peace- 
ful and  quiet.  They  may  have  their  intlueuce  at  the  ballot-box  for  what  I  know,  but 
I  am  satisfied  that  no  serious  wrong  has  occurred  either  directly  or  indirectly  in  my 
county.  If  such  an  organization  exists,  as  I  have  been  inclined  to  the  opinion  it  did, 
it  is  composed,  I  have  but  little  doubt,  of  a  class  of  gentlemen  not  disposed  to  use  Aio- 
lence.  * 

Q^uestion,  You  speak  of  your  own  county  ? 

Ansiier.  I  am  speaking  of  my  own  county.  I  know  every  leading  citizen  in  the 
county,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  they  are  peaceful,  quiet,  gentlemanly,  and  respectful. 
In  reference  to  Wake,  Guilford,  Alamance,  Caswell,  Eockingham,  and  Stokes,  the 
reports  that  j)erhaps  you  may  have  seen  in  the  jjublic  journals  are  about  all  I  know, 
except  what  private  individuals  may  have  stated  to  me.  In  reference  to  the  occur- 
rences that  have  taken  place,  I  have  seen  one  or  two  gentlemen,  personal  acquaint- 
ances, since  I  have  been  in  this  city,  who  have  spoken  to  me  in  reference  to  their  coun- 
ties and  communities. 

Question.  Have  you  traveled  through  either  of  the  counties  you  have  named? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Will  you  state,  in  your  own  way,  your  observation  and  belief  as  to  the  state 
of  affairs  in  tho.se  counties? 

Ansuer.  In  last  June  and  July,  and  during  a  part  of  August,  in  several  of  those  coun- 
ties there  evidently  did  exist  a  degree  of  alarm,  aud  fear,  and  dis^juietude.  And  the 
question  naturally  arose,  why  ?  Because  so  many  individuals  had  suftercd  by  the  lash, 
by  tortures,  aud  in  some  few  instances  even  by  death.  Nobody  knew  who  did  it ;  no- 
body could  ascertain  how  or  what.  There  was  the  ditiiculty.  Of  cour.se,  all  those 
wrongs  were  charged  to  the  Ku-Klux,  as  we  eonuuonly  called  them.  That  was  the  idea; 
whetliei-  the  Ku-Klux  were  guilty  or  not  guilty  you  will  permit  me  to  say  that  I  do  not 
know.  But  one  of  the  most  unfortunate  features  of  that  side  of  tlie  question  is  that 
the  oj)posite  ])arty  seemed  to  embrace  the  largest  number  of  sufterers.  Well,  sir,  a  great 
deal  was  saiil  in  reference  to  the  Loyal  League.  You  will  permit  me  to  say  that  I  am 
satislied,  from  dcchiratious  of  John  H.  Williamson,  a  fri'cdmau,  who  is  now  a  member 
of  the  legislature,  tliat  there  was  at  an  early  ]i(Tiod.  ))erhaps  in  the  latter  i)art  of  L"^(5.'), 
and  through  If-tili,  what  we  call  a  Loyal  League  a.ssociation.  We  as  citizens  found  no 
inconvenience  at  all  from  that  association.  The  freedmeu  aud  a  few  whites  banded 
themselves  together  ;  but  so  far  as  relates  to  my  county  they  were  quiet.  They  had 
their  secret  meetings,  their  private  associations;  but  no  difficulty  canu^,  in  my  county 
from  that  (piarter,  or  from  the  other  side  either.  We  have  had  no  killing,  no  whip- 
ping, no  house-burning,  and  very  little  theft,  except  on  a  small  scale,  such  as  ordina- 
rily occurs  in  almost  any  community. 

Question.  From  your  intercourse  with  the  people  in  those  counties,  did  you  under- 
stand that  they  them.selves  believed  in  the  existence  of  this  Ku-Klux  organization,  as 
you  term  it  ?     If  so,  what  eft'ect  had  that  belief  on  their  sense  of  security  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  their  impression  is  that  this  organization,  this  secret  organization, 
exists  in  a  vast  number  of  counties.  That  is  the  prevalent  impression,  aud  it  has  a 
tendency  to  create  disquietude  of  mind.  They  do  not  know  what  will  be  the  fate  of  a 
republican.  Some  have  sufiered  loss  of  life,  aud  some  have  suffered  various  other  pun- 
ishments. 

Question.  From  your  intercourse  with  the  people  there,  can  yon  suggest  to  us  any 
remedy,  either  by  legislation  or  as  a  corrective  of  public  sentiment,  which  would  re- 
lieve the  apprehension  of  the  people,  or  compel  the  disbamlment  of  those  organiza- 
tions ? 

Ansurr.  I  have  been  at  a  loss  to  make  suggestions  even  to  my  personal  friends,  before 
I  reached  this  ]ilace,  and  even  since  I  have  been  in  this  city.  Here  .seems  to  be  the 
great  difiiculty  in  the  ])ublic  mind,  so  far  as  I  uuderstand  it  :  If  you  can  <levisc  any 
plan,  way,  or  uu-ans  by  w  hieh  we  can  have  (piiet  at  the  ballot-box,  I  think,  in  all  hu- 
man probability,  it  would  subside.  In  the  arrangements  for  the  last  campaign  for  the 
State,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  (^"^"quiet,  in  June  and  July.  I  lived  about  thirty  or 
tliirty-iive  miles  from  Kaleigh,  aif''i"''.u ring  the  session  of  the  legislature  I  was  a  visitor 
there.  I  urged  upon  the  leading^-'rt'iVil 'cans  and  the  leading  conservatives  to  let  all 
this«vein  of  bitterness  be  arrestc(^.^i^'i'  ^'^^qiped  ;  and  in  the  approaching  general  elec- 
tion to  select,  from  both  sides.  ii|i'^^'°t  cu^y.jy  competent,  who  would  readily  conform 
to  the  sjiirit  and  letter  of  the  (fS}^^  ^tiition,  and  do  the  best  they  could  for  the  State. 
That  inqiression  prevailed  vi-rjr  ^"^ongly  in  February,  March,  aud  April.  I  was  re- 
peatedly in  Kaleigh.  and  urge<rA.'iat  consideration  for  the  sake  of  ))eace  and  quietude. 
But  then,  unibrtuiiately  for  u.^^^  a  fcAV  hot-heads  got  ui^on  the  track  on  both  sides,  aud 
at  once  drew  the  ILue. 


NORTH    CAROLIXA.  lib 

Question.  Were  yon,  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  in   communication  -with  the  leading 
men  of  both  political  parties  in  the  State  ? 
Ansircr.  Certainly  I  was. 

Question.  Will  you  give  ns  the  riews  of  those  men,  as  they  "were  expressed  to  you,  in 
regard  to  the  outrages  alleged  to  have. been  committed  by  secret  political  organiza- 
tious  ? 

Answrr.  In  the  private  relations  of  life  and  in  the  social  circle  their  uniform  conrse 
■was  to  condemn  tliem.  I  urged  upon  them  to  come  out  fairly  and  squarely,  and  pub- 
licly, to  throw  their  whols  weight  ou  the  rein.  'They  have  done  that  in  but  few 
instances;  tliey  stand  quiet.  lint  my  impression  is  that  that  high-toned  class  of 
stat"sm;-n  do  not  have  auj'  connection  with  the  secret  organization. 

Qneslion.  Does  that  remark  of  yours  apply  to  the  leading  men  of  both  political 
parties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  have  received  some  threats  l)y  anonymous  letters,  &c. :  that 
is,  the  candidates  in  the  field  ;  but  the  time  passed  and  they  were  unharmed  and  un- 
dismayed. When  you  take  the  whole  matter  into  consideration,  a  great  part  of  ray 
testimony  is  hearsay,  except  in  regard  to  my  own  county.  I  can  speak  freely  for  my 
own  county,  for  I  am  there  a  good  portion  of  my  time. 

Question.  I  desire  to  press  that  inquiry  a  little  further.     I  understand  you  to  state 
that  in  private  circles  the  leading  men  of  both   political  parties  condemned  these  out- 
rages ;  but  when  you  appealed  to  them  to  come  out  publicly  and  give  the  weight  of 
their  influence  against  them,  they  of  both  parties  declined  to  do  so. 
Ansieer.  They  seemed  to  remain  quiet. 

Question.  Ha'^e  you  any  objection  to  giving  us  the  names  of  a  few  of  the  leading  men 
of  both  political  i^arties  who,  in  your  opinion,  took  that  position  ? 

Answer.  If  the  committee  vrouhl  excuse  me  from  answering  that  question  directly,  I 
will  say  that  they  are  iiersonal  friends.  I  will  merely  make  this  as  a  suggestion  :  cast 
your  eye  for  a  moment  at  your  first-class  statesmen  in  the  State  heretofore.  If  the 
committee  will  be  so  kind  as  to  excuse  me  ;  I  dislike  very  much  to  make  the  state- 
ment. 

Question.  I  put  it  in  that  form — if  you  had  no  objection.  Of  conrse  I  do  not  ask  you 
to  disclose  private  conversations.  We  only  desire  to  investigate  the  subject  fully  on 
both  sides. 

Jnsirer.  If  yon  will  permit  me  to  illustrate  the  idea  :  these  gentlemen,  on  both  sides 

of  the  question,  approach  me  kindly,  frankly,  and  confidentially  in  the  social  circle, 

and  express  their  views.     They  do  not  imagine  for  a  moment  that  I  would  report  what 

they  said  beyond  those  limits,  and  forfeit  that  confidence  ou  both  sides  of  the  question. 

Question.  I  leave  that  entirely  to  your  own  sense  of  propriety. 

Ansicer.  If  you  please,  I  would  prefer  it. 

Question.  What  state  of  public  feeling  has  given  rise  to  these  conferences  cf  which 
you  speak  ? 

Answer.  We  were  casually  thrown  together  in  the  social  circle  about  the  city,  and 
got  to  speaking  aI)out  the  legislative,  congressional,  and  administrative  jiowers  exer- 
cised by  both  the  national  and  the  State  governments. 

Question.  Have  these  outrages  been  so  numeroiis,  and  the  consequent  alarm  so  great 
as  to  make  them  the  subject  of  conversation  when  you  so  met  ?  ' 

Answer.  That  has  been  the  subject  of  conversation.  We  vrould  talk  .about  it  as 
about  other  extraordinary  circumstances  occurring  in  the  community. 

Question.  Has  your  own  observation  been  sufficient  to  justify  you  in  givinf  xis  an 
opinion  as  to  what  class  of  people  make  up  the  body  of  the  organization  popularly 
known  as  the  Ku-Ivlux  ? 
A^iswer.  As  to  who  are  the  leading  men  in  that  secret  organization  ? 
Question.  Well,  both  the  leading  men  and  the  men  who  make  up  the  body  of  those 
who  belong  to  it. 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  I  am  prepared  to  say.  The  most  that  I  learned,  upon 
hearing  that  difficulties  had  occurred  in  my  native  county,  Caswell,  was  that  several 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  county  had  been  brought  to  Raleigh.  They  had  been 
directed  to  appear  before  Chief  .Justice  Pearson.  I  left  home  and  went  to  Raleigh,  and 
sat  in  the  supreme  court  room  for  four  or  five  days,  listening  to  the  witnesses-  for  and 
against  the  parties  who  were  under  bond.  In  that  way  my  mind  became  satisfied  that 
several  of  the  leading  gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Caswell-  who  had  been  jiut  under 
arrest  were  not  concerned  in  the  secret  organization. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Put  under  arrest  by  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  Colonel  Kirk ;  or,  as  we  familiarly  called  him  in  that  country,  Kirk. 
The  matter  was  very  closelj-  inquired  into,  on  the  part  of  the  counsel  for  and  against, 
of  the  death  of  Senator  Stevens,  of  that  county.  But  no  direct,  satisfactory  clue 
could  be  got  hold  of  to  justify  a  final  judicial  investigation.     My  principal  opinion  was 
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formed  during  the  examination  of  a  number  of  witnesses  from  Alamance  and  Caswell, 
and  hearing  their  evidence  in  court. 

By  the  Chaiem.vx  : 

Question.  From  the  evidence  -which  you  heard  there,  and  from  any  other  information 
in  your  possession,  will  you  state  whether  it  is  your  opinion  and  belief  that  tho 
Ku-Klux  organization,  as  it  is  termed,  did  exist ;  and  if  so,  wiat  body  of  men  com- 
posed the  organization  ? 

Jimice):  I  will  say  this  much:  when  men  came  before  Chief  Justice  Pearson  and 
said  that  they  had  belonged  to  that  secret  organization,  I  took  it  for  granted  that  in  all 
probability  they  had  been  members  of  it ;  and  when  tliey  would  go  on  and  state  what 
had  occurred,  I  took  it  for  granted  that  ]ierhaps  they  knew  a  great  deal  more  about  it 
than  I  had  any  idea  or  conception  of.    That  is  the  way  I  learned  so  much. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  those  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  knew  several  of  those  under  arrest. 

Question.  I  mean  of  those  who  testified. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Which  of  them  did  you  know  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  man  of  the  name  of  Boyd.  I  have  seen  him  in  this  city  since  I 
have  been  here  ;  perhaps  he  has  now  left. 

Question.  .Tames  E.  Boyd? 

Ansira:  Yes.  sir  ;  then  there  was  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Albright ;  and  there 
were  some  others. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Boyd,  personally  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  his  reputation  as  a  citizen? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  he  is  what  we  call  then-  a  young  lawyer,  and.  so  f\ir  as  I  have 
known,  stood  fair  in  Alamaiici'  np  to  the  time  of  this  di.sclosure.  When  Kirk,  Berger, 
and  tlieir  associates  went  into  tliat  eourity,  it  created  some  alarm  among  the  members 
of  that  secret  organization,  and  a  great  many  came  (uit  and  made  frank  disclosures. 

Question.  Are  those  disclosures  all  that  you  know  of  as  having  been  alleged  against 
the  character  of  Mr.  Boyd  ? 

Answer.  Tliat  is  all.  If  there  is  any  other  wrong  attached  to  his  character  as  a  young 
gentleman  of  truth  and  respectal)ility,  I  dn  not  know  it.  I  am  satisfied  of  one  thing, 
tliat  jireceding  tbat  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  ))r<>iuincnt  young  man,  insomuch  that  ho 
liad  been  i)laced  in  the  field  as  an  availabk^  man  jjolitically.  But  when  this  matter 
was  about  to  be  disclosed  he  declined  and  k'ft  the  track. 

Question.  Do  you  v  ish  to  make  any  further  statement  about  the  impression  left  upon 
your  mind  by  the  investigation  l»efore  Chief  Justice  Pearson? 

Answer.  I  think  I  have  expressed  about  the  substance  of  my  views. 

Question  Do  you  know  whitlicr  any  large  number  of  persons  who  were  in  the  rebel 
army  are  mi'Uibers  of  the  Kn-Klux  organization  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  in  reference  to  that,  only  from  mere  rumor ;  that  is  all. 

Qnestion.  Are  th<'re  any  other  secret  organizations  existing  there  of  which  you  have 
any  knowledge,  l)esi(les  this  Ku-Klux  organization,  whose  objects  and  purposes  atiect 
in  any  way  tlie  sense  of  public  security  f 

Answer.  Ntme  that  I  know  of.  or  have  heard  of.  In  reference  to  this  organization, in 
relation  to  my  county,  especially,  I  will  say  that  those  gentlemen  who  were  suspected 
of  being  members  of  it  avowed  tliat  if  they  were  members  it  was  not  with  any  pur- 
l>ose  to  distnrl)  the  dm-  administration  of  the  Goveriunent,  either  general  or  State; 
that  their  only  object  Avas  to  unite  to  protect  the  women  and  children  from  assault, 
and  any  insurrectionary  movement  that  might  possiblj-  occur  among  tho  frecdmen. 
That  was  their  view  ;  that  wasthe  reason  that  they  assigned,  as  I  understood,  distinctly. 

Qw-stion.  Y\'hat  is  the  impression  of  the  people,  or  what  is  your  own  impression, 
from  the  information  which  you  have,  as  to  the  feeling  of  that  organization  toward  tho 
Government  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  impression  is  that  it  is  not  so  much  against  tho  Government  of 
the  United  States  as  it  is  to  carry  certain  points  in  the  State.  In  1865,  18G(),  and  1867 
what  we  call  the  conservative  ]>arty  there  i)assed  quietly  into  x>ower.  In  November 
and  December,  18G7,  and  then  embracing  1868,  under  the  congressional  reconstruction 
acts,  what  was  called  the  republican  party  passed  into  power.  In  the  campaign  of  tho 
last  year  the  republicans  fell  into  the  rear  and  the  conservatives  passed  into  power 
again.  As  I  have  suggested  to  many  of  my  leading  friends,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
whcde  matter  of  this  dispute  and  difficulty  can  be  explained  in  this  way:  the  iua 
want  to  stay  in  and  the  outs  want  to  come  in  ;  those  that  were  out  got  in  two  years 
ago,  and  now  those  that  were  in  two  years  have  gone  out  and  want  to  come  in  again. 
Hence  I  look,  in  a  good  degree,  at  the  whole  matter  in  that  point  of  view :  the  ins 
want  to  stay  in,  and  the  outs  want  to  come  in,  and  hence  there  is  an  exti'eme  struggle 
for  place  and  power. 

Question.  Taking  the  state  of  things  as  it  exists  iu  North  Carolina  now,  let  it  have 
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come  ftora  what  cause  it  may,  what  is  yonr  belief  as  to  its  being  possible  to  secure 
justice  in  the  courts  for  any  wrongs  inflicted  upon  the  people? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  in  reference  to  that,  as  a  point,  I  hardly  am  able  to  form  an  opin- 
ion. I  do  not  know  that  in  a  moral  sense  I  would  be  safe,  in  the  eye  of  my  Maker,  iu 
expressing  a  definite  ojiinion. 

Question.  If  you  have  no  opinion  of  course  we  do  not  ask  you  for  any. 

Ansicer.  But  that  is  the  common  opinion,  you  understand,  that  iu  certain  counties 
you  cannot  obtain  conviction  for  wrongs ;  but  I  am  not  clear  that  that  is  the  real  state 
of  the  fact. 

Questiot).  Are  you  now  giving,  as  the  prevalent  opinion,  what  you  gather  from  your 
intercourse  with  the  people? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir;  not  from  my  own  personal  knowledge,  but  the  prevalent  opinion. 

Question.  Are  you  yourself  a  i)olitician  in  any  sense  of  the  word  ?  Do  you  consider 
yourself  as  identified  with  either  of  the  political  parties  ? 

Answer.  As  a  minister  I  have,  for  the  last  forty  odd  years,  claimed'  the  privilege  of 
thinking  and  acting  for  myself,  and  have  freely  spoken  to  my  friends  i)i  the  social 
circle.  As  I'espects  going  upon  the  stage  for  any  expression  of  political  opinion,  either 
direct  or  indirect,  I  have  ever  declined  to  do  so.  I  have  often  been  called  upon  by 
both  sides  for  an  expression;  I  have  uniformly  declined.  My  great  object  is  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  my  State  ;  that  is  my  great  object.  I  am  ready  at  any  moment  to  place 
myself  upon  the  check-rein  and  run  all  risks,  if  it  would  send  peace  and  quiet  to  the 
State.     I  have  no  alarm,  no  fears  of  secret  organizations,  or  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question.  When  you  make  that  statement,  you  mean  no  fears  for  your  personal  safety? 

AnsH-ei'.  Yes,  sir ;  my  personal  safety. 

Question.  Have  you  any  fears  of  the  result  of  these  organizations  upon  the  peace  and 
security  of  the  commuuity? 

Answer.  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  if  there  exists  a  secret  organization  it  is 
wearing  out  and  passing  away ;  it  is  losing  its  influence.  Public  sentiment  against 
any  secret  political  organization  is  much  stronger  now  than  it  was  six  or  eiglit  moutlis 
ago.  I  am  also  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  in  the  recent  action  on  the  jjart  of  the 
legislature  of  North  Carolina,  as  I  have  learned  by  private  communications  since  I  have 

been  in  this  city, they    have  passed  what  is  called  a  convention  bill.     We 

Lave  already  had  two  conventions.  My  doctrine  in  public  and  private  is  that  we  have 
been  reconstructed  until  we  are  near  about  reconstructed  out ;  that  we  do  not  want 
any  more  reconstruction.  We  are  satisfied  with  the  present  constitution.  There  are 
in  the  practical  operation  of  that  constitution  some  minor  points  to  which  we  were 
unaccustomed  heretofore,  and  which  might  perhaps  be  changed  for  the  better.  But 
the  I'epublicans  and  many  of  the  democrats  and  whigs,  so  far  as  I  have  heard  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion,  are  decidedly  against  another  convention.  We  have  had  two  since 
1865,  and  we  think  that  will  do. 

Question.  What  is  tbe  feeling  among  the  colored  peojile  of  the  State  as  to  their  secu- 
rity of  person  and  propei'ty  ? 

Ansieer.  The  i)resent  feeling  among  the  freedmen,  so  far  as  I  have  heard  an  expression 
of  oi^inion,  is  one  of  some  alarm ;  not  in  reference  to  their  j^resent  safety  in  my  county, 
but  they  do  not  want  the  constitution  touched. 

Question.  I  am  siieaking  more  particularly  in  regard  to  their  personal  security  and 
the  enjoyment  of  their  political  rights,  owing  to  this  state  of  terror  and  alarm  which 
you  say  has  existed. 

Answer.  They  are  not  in  my  countj'^  laboring  under  any  apprehension  that  violence 
will  be  otfered  to  them. 

Question.  How  is  it  in  other  portions  of  the  State  that  you  have  visited  ? 

Anstcer.  I  haA^e  not  been  in  Caswell  for  some  time.  In  Guilford  there  is  not  such  a 
heavy  body  of  freedmen.  In  Alamance  it  is  pretty  much  the  same.  When  you  come 
into  the  vicinity  of  Ealeigh  and  a  little  below  there,  you  get  into  the  freedmen  region 
pretty  much,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  serious  alarm  among  them  through  my  imme- 
diate region.  When  I  say  " immediate  region"!  mean  Warren,  Halifax,  Granville, 
Franklin,  Woke  Counties — the  surrounding  counties. 

Question.  Taking  all  the  counties  you  have  a  personal  knowledge  of,  what  is  your 
opinion  of  the  feeling"  among  the  colored  people  in  regard  to  their  security  of  person 
and  property  ? 

Ansxvei:  Their  general  feeling  is  that  if  the  legislature  and  the  State  will  let  the 
constitution  remain  as  it  is  they  will  be  satisfied;  if  they  undertake  to  amend  it  and 
deprive  them  of  pi  ivileges  they  will  be  dissatisfied.  That  is  about  the  extent  of  their 
views  and  expressions. 

By  Mr.  Baya:rd  : 

Qiicstion.  Do  I  understand  yon,  then,  to  say  that  the  only  apprehensions  the  colored 
people  have  is  in  regard  to  possible  alterations  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  afiecting 
their  present  rights  ? 

Answer.  That  is  their  fear,  if  I  understand  it. 
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Quesllon.  That  is  the  only  apprehension  they  have? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  my  immediate  region,  where  I  am  better  acquainted. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  are  able  to  speak  from  knowledge  or  information,  is  that  tho 
only  apjjreheiision  they  have  in  regard  to  their  safety? 

Ansiver.  So  far  as  I  have  heard  either  the  white  or  colored  people  express  themselves, 
that  is  the  only  fear.  My  attention  was  called  to  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  tif- 
teenth  articles  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  ireedmeu  could  be  dei)rivcd  of  any  of  their  rights  under  them.  My  sugges- 
tion was  that  they  cannot  be,  unless  you  put  the  white  man  upon  the  same  platform. 
If  you  put  him  upon  the  same  platfoi'm  with  a  certain  class,  tlieu  you  know  our  poli- 
ticians will  take  hold  of  everything.  They  tell  the  non-landholder,  the  non- freeholder, 
that  he  mnst  take  position  with  the  freedmen  ;  that  they  can  both  vote  for  members 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  legislature,  but  there  must  be  a  different  class  to 
vote  for  senators.  That  is  about  the  idea,  and  they  get  up  and  jower  about  such  items 
as  that.  * 

Question.  What  do  you  believe  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  mass  of  the  people  of  your 
State,  of  both  political  parties,  in  respect  to  the  removal  of  disabilities  from  those  upon 
whom  they  are  now  imposed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States'? 

Ansner.  The  conservatives,  of  course,  desire  it  en  masse,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
republicans  would  readily  coucur.  Recent  events  in  the  legislature,  in  the  circles  in 
wliicli  I  hav(}  been  permitted  to  move,  have  thrown  a  slight  damper  over  the  proposi- 
tion to  remove  disabilities. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Constitution? 

AnsuTi:  The  ))roposed  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 

Question.  Is  that  the  cause  of  it  ? 

Ansiver.  That,  I  believe,  is  the  cause  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ev(!r  read  the  law  providing  for  calling  a  convention,  or  taking  the 
sense  of  the  people  upon  calling  a  convention  next  spring  ' 

Answer.  I  read  it  in  the  lirst  instance,  when  the  bill  passed  the  senate.  It  went  to 
the  house  and  was  subject  to  some  anundnients  ;  I  did  not  keep  uj)  with  the  amend- 
ments fully.  After  it  passed  the  house  and  went  back  to  the  senate  I  did  not  get  hold 
of  it;  it  was  not  at  my  command  befort;  I  left  Raleigh. 

Question.  In  your  oi)inion  would  a  geueral  act  of  amnesty  have  a  beneficial  effect 
upon  the  political  and  social  feeling  of  your  Statt;  ? 

Answ(r.  I  think  that  in  a  case  of  a  huge  ])ortion  of  those  laboring  under  disabilities 
it  would  be  very  soothing  and  ([uieting  to  the  public  feeling.  I  am  incliued  to  think 
that  it  would  have  a  tendency,  in  a  degree,  to  relieve  and  remove  a  vein  of  apparent 
unkiudness.  Those  gentlemen  who  are  laboring  under  disabilities  feel  very  un- 
pleasant, I  know ;  they  feel  extrenudy  unpleasant,  I  am  sati.sfied  of  tiuit,  and  I  think  it 
has  a  tendency  to  irritate  a  feeling  that  should  have  gone  into  quiet  long  ago. 

By  Mr.  Wilsox  : 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  there  was  an  apprehension  on  the  X)art  of  some 
of  the  freedmen  in  some  portions  of  your  State,  in  regard  to  their  i)ersoual  safety  now, 
and  had  been  for  some  time. 

Answer.  It  has  been  so. 

Question.  It  has  been  so  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  not  circulated  so  extensively  since  last  Christmas.  Previous 
to  that  things  seemed  quiet  in  a  good  degree;  but  since  that  I  do  not  know  precisely 
what  is  the  state  of  feeling ;  because  through  those  varied  scenes  I  should  have  passed, 
perhai)s,  ere  this.  The  profession  and  the  relation  that  I  sustain  to  the  ecclesiastical 
department  to  which  I  belong  throws  me  out  broadcast  as  an  agent  or  superintendent. 

Question.  If  I  understand  your  testimony,  then — I  want  to  know  if  I  understand  you 
correctly — you  mean  to  say,  that  during  a  year  or  two  past  there  has  been  considerable 
apprehension  ou  the  part  of  the  freedmen  in  regard  to  their  p(;rsonal  safety,  owing  to 
acts  of  violence  that  have  been  perpetrated  u[)()u  theui  in  the  i)ast,  aud  that  now,  at 
this  time,  tlune  is  apprehension  on  their  part  in  regard  to  so  amending  the  constitution 
of  the  State  as  to  take  away  their  rights. 

Answer.  That  is  my  understanding  ;  that  there  has  been  apprehension,  serious  appre- 
hensutn,  of  personal  violence  ;  that  has  measurably  subsided.  The  appndieusiou  now 
is  awakened  that  in  the  eveut  of  the  amendment  of  the  constitutif.n,  their  privileges 
may  be  pared  down. 

By  the  Cn.\iRMAN : 

Questiov.  Where  persons  entertain  feelings  of  hostility  to  the  Government,  either  be- 
cause of  their  original  political  views  or  because  of  the  disabilif  iestinijioseduiionthem, 
do  you  believe  the  removal  of  those  disabilities  would  remove  those  hostile  feelings 
and  make  them  better  citizens? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  e^ect  it  might  ultimately  produce  to  have  tbem  in  n 
position  where  they  could  not  fully  i>articipato  in  all  the  admuiitjtration  of  the  Govern- 
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ment.  But  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  the  impression  that  to  relieve  them  from  their 
embarrassed  condition  would  have  a  direct  tendency  to  soothe  the  feelings  which  they 
now  have.  It  is  true  that  many  of  our  talented  men,  many  eminently  high  in  the  pub- 
lic estimation,  are  now  laboring  under  disabilities,  and  their  personal  tViends  all  the 
way  down  feel  it. 

Qtiestiou.  Has  the  removal  of  disabilities,  in  any  case  within  your  knowledge,  pro- 
duced that  effect  upon  the  persons  whose  disabilities  have  been  removed  ? 

Answer.  There  have  several  instances  occurred  among  that  class  of  gentle- 
men whose  disabilities  have  been  removed,  where  it  seemed  to  act  with  a  very  fine  in- 
fluence in  their  whole  circle  ;  leavening  the  whole  lump.  That  is  what  I  have  seen, 
and  I  have  thought  it  was  th3  result  of  the  removal  of  those  disabilities. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  Christian  ministry  ? 

Ansiier.  From  48  to  50  years. 

Qiiesfioii.  Has  your  ministration  all  that  time  been  among  the  people  of  North  Car- 
olina ? 

Jnsiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  During  what  period  ? 

Answer.  Much  tlie  larger  portion. 

Question.  How  has  it  been  for  the  last  10  or  15  years? 

Ansicer.  Principally  within  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Question.  Has  that  enabled  you  to  have  an  extensive  knowledge  of  the  feelings  and 
character  of  that  people  f 

Ansivei:  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  at  a  large  number  of  the  most  prominent  jjoiuts  in  the 
State, 

Washlngtox,  D.  C,  February  8,  1871. 

Virgil  S.  Lusk  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  North  Carolina? 

Ansiver.  I  am. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  that  State  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  In  the  western  part  of  the  State. 

Question.  What  is  yoiu-  occupation  or  profession  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  am  a  lawyer  by  profession. 

Question.  Do  you  occupy  any  official  position  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  What  is  it  ? 

Answer.  I  am  solicitor  for  the  eleventh  judicial  district  of  North  Carolina. 

Question.  Is  that  the  district  of  which  Judge  Henry  is  the  judge? 

Ansiver.  It  is. 

Question.  Will  you  now  go  on  and  give  us  your  knowledge,  as  obtained  from  your 
official  position  and  from  observation,  of  the  state  of  affairs  existing  in  that  district  as 
regards  the  security  of  person  and  property  ? 

Answer.  The  most  of  my  information  on  that  subject  is  what  came  to  me  officially. 
I  know  in  regard  to  several  outrages  that  have  been  reported  to  me.  The  first  that 
came  to  my  knowledge  was  committed,  I  think,  about  the  first  day  of  .January,  1868,  at 
Mars  Hill,  in  the  county  of  IMadison.  As  I  was  informed,  a  baud  of  some  18  or  20  men 
Avent  to  the  house  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Cox  and  called  him  out ;  he  went  to  the 
door,  and  seeing  a  band  of  disguised  men  there,  and  knowing,  I  suppose,  what  their 
business  was,  he  lied  to  the  mountains ;  he  was  a  leading  rexurblicau  in  that  part  of  the 
county.  The  bau<l  then  went  to  the  house  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Briggs,  who  was 
also  a  republican,  and  called  ui)on  him  to  come  out.  The  wife  of  Mr.  Briggs  was  tlien  in 
a  delicate  condition,  aiid  pei'suaded  him  to  leave,  and  he  also  went  to  the  woods.  The 
baud  made  some  threats  toward  ilrs.  Briggs,  and  she  becoming  frightened,  gathered 
together  her  little  children  and  fled  to  the  woods,  where  she  remained  all  night ;  dar- 
ing the  night  she  was  taken  sick  in  the  woods  and  came  near  dying.  This  baud  visited 
several  other  houses  in  the  neighborhood.  Finally,  they  went  to  the  house  of  a  colored 
man  of  the  name  of  Brooks,  took  him  out  of  his  house  and  carried  him  oft'  some  distance  ; 
they  then  presented  a  pistol  at  his  head,  ordered  him  to  get  down  on  his  knees  and  pray, 
and  after  making  him  promise  not  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  any  more  they  let  him 
go.  I  caused  a  subpoena  to  be  issued  for  some  4  or  5  witnesses  and  investigated  the 
matter;  and  when  our  court  came  on  at  Marshall,  I  sent  in  a  bill  against  about  20 
persons  who  were  supposed  to  have  been  in  the  part}'  that  committed  the  outrage  ;  no- 
body knew  exactly  who  they  were ;  I  also  had  three  persons  sununoned  as  witnesses, 
who  were  supposed  to  have  been  in  the  raid,  as  it  is  called;  one  by  the  name  of  Lift" 
Roberts,  one  by  the  name  of  Robertson,  and  one  by  the  name  of  Oibbs ;  those  three 
were  supposed  to  have  been  members  of  the  organization;  as  it  was  before  the  x^assago 
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by  the  legislature  of  the  act  of  April  12,  1869,  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property^ 
I  could  not  indict  these  parties  for  wearing  disguises,  Sec. ;  so  I  indicted  them  for  an 
unlawful  assembly,  and  for  creating  an  affray  and  a  riot.  When  the  grand  jury  called 
the  case,  I  went  into  the  grand  jury  room  and  examined  the  witnesses  myself;  Brooks 
stated  in  detail  about  what  I  have  stated  here,  as  to  how  he  had  been  treated  ;  I  then 
called  in  Roberts — or  the  grand  jury  called  him  in — but  he  refused  to  testify,  saying 
that  he  was  afraid  to  tell  what  lie  knew  about  the  matter,  for  if  he  did  his  life  would 
be  in  danger,  and  intimated  that  he  had  taken  an  oath  not  to  divulge  what  he  knew 
about  the  matter ;  I  had  no  authority,  and  the  grand  jury  had  none,  to  make  him  testify ; 
I  therefore  reported  the  fact  to  Judge  Cannon,  who  was  then  presiding.  HowcA'er,  I 
am  a  little  too  fast  in  my  story.  Before  I  reported  tlie  matter  to  Judge  Cannon,  Roberts 
had  said  that  he  might  be  put  in  jail,  but  he  would  not  testify;  he  said,  "  If  you  do  put 
me  in  jail  there  will  be  a  bloody  time,  for  men  will  come  to  my  assistance  from  all  parts 
of  the  country."  That  rather  astonished  me  ;  he  refused  to  testify,  and  I  reported  the 
matter  to  the  judge,  who  called  the  grand  jury  into  the  court-room  and  iustructed  them 
that  if  a  witness  refused  to  testify, to  report  the  matter  to  him  and  he  would  commit 
the  witness  for  couteuiiit ;  the  grand  jury  then  retired  to  their  room  again.  Roberts 
concluded  to  testify,  ail:l  said  that  he  Avas  at  Mars  Hill  the  night  of  the  raid,  and  that 
there  was  there  an  organization  of  disguised  men  ;  he  did  not  say  Avhat  the  organiza- 
tion was,  whether  Ku-Klux,  or  Avhat  it  was;  he  said  the  organization  was  there,  and 
went  on  to  designate  several  men  he  saw  there  in  disguise,  among  whom  were  the  two 
witnesses,  Robertson  and  Gibbs,  I  had  summoned.  The  grand  jury  dismissed  Roberts, 
aud  then  called  in  Robertson  and  Gibbs;  they  swore  that  they  were  not  there,  aud  did 
not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  j'ou  to  say  that  Roberts  said  that  Gibbs  and  Robertson 
were  l)oth  there  ? 

Ansurr.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  stated  that  he  saw  them  both  there  in  disguise.  Then  Robert- 
son and  Gibbs  Avere  called  on  subsequently  and  they  testified  that  they  Avere  not  there. 
Well,  the  grand  jury  ignored  the  bill. 

Qiu'fiiion.  Did  the  prosecutor  identify  anybody  ? 

Anntccr.  No,  sir;  the  State  was  the  prosecutor. 

Question.  There  Avas  no  xn'osecutor  present  f 

Ju/iicer.  No  prosecutor  indorsed  on  the  bill.  Liff  Roberts  was  a  witness,  summoned 
for  the  State. 

Qticslion.  Were  cither  of  the  Avomen  to  whom  you  referred  able  to  identify  any  of  the 
parties? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  they  did  not  recognize  any  of  them. 

Question.-  Go  on  aud  state  any  furtiier  facts  that  came  to  your  knowledge. 

Answer.  Another  case  occurred  in  the  County  of  Yancey.  A  party  in  disguise  Avent 
to  the  house  of  a  lady,  (so  she  testified  in  court  and  before  the  grand  jury,)  took  her 
out  and  gaA'c  her  a  most  unmerciful  beating.  I  sent  a  bill  in  that  case  under  the 
statute  of  the  12th  of  April,  for  wearing  masks  and  disguises,  and  the  grand  jury  found 
a  true  bill  in  that  instance.  The  case  Avas  tried  before  Judge  Cloud,  at  the  last  fall 
term  of  Yancey  court.  The  Avouian  testified  to  knoAving  some  of  the  parties  who  were 
included  in  the  bill ;  her  daughter  testified  to  the  same  fact ;  and  her  son  also  testified 
to  about  the  same  fact;  but  the  parties  proAcd  an  alibi  and  A\'ere  acquitted.  That  is 
the  only  trial  I  have  had  liefore  a  jury  on  indictment. 

There  are  two  or  three  indictments,  I  believe,  now  pending  in  the  county  of  Bun- 
combe. The  parties  went  to  tiie  house  of  a  man  named  Duncan,  broke  in  the  door, 
abused  his  family,  struck  his  Avife  a  blow  on  the  face,  and  whipped  his  step-daughter 
or  sonui  female  n'lember  of  the  family.  I  sent  a  bill  against  them  under  the  statute  of 
the  I2th  of  April  for  wearing  masks^md  disguises,  and  the  grand  jury  found  a  true  bill. 
The  case  is  not  yet  tried  ;  the  reason,  as  I  gather  from  information  is,  that  though  the 
State  Avas  ready  last  term  of  the  court  in  Buncombe  County,  Mr.  Duncan,  the  import- 
ant Avitness,  a  man  of  good  character,  as  I  am  told,  had  been  frightened  away  from 
court ;  so  it  Avas  reported  to  me  by  a  gentleman  living  in  his  neighl)orhood.  I  had  a 
capias  issued  for  him  and  could  not  find  hiin.  Another  case  that  happened  in  the  same 
neighborhood  Avas  the  abusing  of  a  Avliite  woman.  She  came  into  my  office  about  two 
weeks  after  it  happened  and  showed  me  the  bruises  and  scars  upou  her  legs,  Avhere  she 
said  .she  had  been  beaten  by  men  in  disguise,  wearing  masks. 

Question.  When  Avas  this? 

Answer.  It  AA'as  last  sjtring.  Again,  a  day  or  two  before  I  left  home,  the  same  man, 
Brooks,  1  have  spoken  of  heretofore,  came  "into  my  office  and  said  he  had  been  assaulted 
again  by  these  parties.  He  told  me  they  came  to  his  house  after  he  aud  his  wife  had 
retired  and  called  for  him.  His  Avife  told  them  that  he  Avas  not  at  homo.  They  the 
broke  down  the  door,  came  in,  and  commenced  abusing  and  maltreating  his  Avife.  He 
stated  to  me  that  they  attempted  to  rape  her.  He  groped  about  in  the  dark  and  got 
hold  of  an  ax  and  struck  one  of  them  Avith  it.  As  ho  Avent  out  of  the  door  he  Avas 
struck  over  the  head  Avith  a  club.  He  showed  me  the  scar,  reaching  from  the  eye  to 
the  hair.    When  ho  got  out  into  the  yard  he  struck  another  one  of  them  with  the  ax. 
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He  vrent  to  his  friends  about  it  ai)d  tliey  advised  liim  to  leave;  tlicy  said  he  had  killed 
two  men  and  perhaps  they  would  kill  him.  So  he  left  and  came  to  Ashville.  They  fol- 
lowed him  and  inquired  for  him  at  another  house,  but  he  made  his  escape  by  flight. 
This  is  about  all  I  know  of  outrages  committed  in  my  district. 

Perhaps  I  had  better  state  one  little  fact  further.  After  the  first  prosecution  had 
failed  in  the  court  in  Madison  I  was  attacked  in  a  newspaper  for  attempting  to  prose- 
cute these  parties.  That  led  to  a  newspaper  controversy  between  myself  and  the  edi- 
tor, who  li\-ed  in  my  town,  and  we  got  into  an  altercation.  It  happened  to  be  a  serious 
matter;  he  caned  me  and  I  shot  him.  I  have  received  frequent  notices  to  leave  the 
couutrj',  saying  that  I  would  be  killed.  One  morning  directly  after  the  aftair  between 
myself  and  this  editor  I  got  up  and  found  stuck  on  my  gate-post  a  placard  with  a  pic- 
ture of  a  coffin,  a  jiistol,  and  a  dagger  upon  it,  and  saying  "  beware  of  the  Ku-Klux." 
I  have  received  frequent  anonymous  letters  to  about  the  same  effect.  Just  before  the 
last  court  in  Yancey  County  I  received  a  communication  telling  me  that  if  I  went  there 
to  prosecute  them  they  would  kill  me. 

Question.  From  all  the  information  derived  in  your  official  capacity  do  you  doubt  the 
existence  of  this  secret  organization. 

Ansico:  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  doubt  the  fact  of  their  being  bound  together  by  oath  to  j)rotect  and 
defend  each  other  in  the  courts  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  doubt  it.    I  am  satisfied  of  it. 

Question.  Have  these  oftenscs  taken  the  character  of  political  questions  in  any  man- 
ner in  your  district,  and  if  so  how  far  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  have.  All  the  parties  engaged  in  these  outrages,  so  far  as  I 
know,  belong  to  one  political  organization,  to  wit,  what  is  called  the  conservative 
party.  All  the  parties  indicted  have  been,  I  believe,  conservatives.  I  never  heard  of 
any  reimblican  being  engaged  in  these  marauding  expeditions. 

Question.  Have  these  proceedings  found  any  apologf^  or  justification  in  the  political 
parties,  and  if  so  in  what  manner  ? 

Avswcr.  Well,  sir,  I  sometimes  hear  conservatives  condemn  them,  but  not  as  a  general 
thing. 

Question.  Was  the  attack  made  on  you  to  which  you  have  referred,  the  newspaper 
attack,  of  a  x)olitical  character,  or  did  it  refer  to  your  conduct  as  a  judicial  officer  f 

Ansuer.  The  first  attack  made  on  me  through  the  columns  of  the  newspaper  was  for 
attempting  to  indict  these  parties,  and  for  prostituting  my  office,  as  was  alleged,  to 
base  political  purposes.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  reply  to  it,  and  did  reply,  giving 
about  as  good  as  was  sent.     The  altercation,  I  suppose,  grew  out  of  that. 

Question.  What  was  the  political  position  of  the  jjaper  which  attacked  you  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  conservative  paper. 

Question.  Are  you  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Is  it  your  belief  that  the  existence  of  this  organization,  and  the  oaths  by 
■which  its  members  are  bound,  offer  any  impediment  to  the  administration  of  justice  in 
your  district  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  where  the  party  is  interested  they  do. 

Question.  How  many  counties  compose  your  judicial  district,  and  to  what  extent 
does  this  state  of  things  exist  in  them  ? 

Answer.  The  district  is  composed  of  seven  counties.  I  have  heard  of  outrages  in  the 
counties  of  Watauga,  Madison,  Yancey,  and  Buncombe.  I  do  not  recollect  hearing  of 
any  in  the  counties  of  McDowell,  Mitchell,  or  Ashe. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  organization  known  to  you  there  of  a  political  character, 
either  secret  or  otherwise,  which  interferes  Avith  iiersoual  rights,  or  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  ? 

Answer.  There  is  not.  There  was  a  political  organization  existing  there  until  the 
constitutional  election  in  1S68,  called  the  Union  League,  but  I  never  heard  of  any 
outrage  being  committed  by  that  party. 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  organization  ? 

Anstcer.  I  was  then  ;  I  am  not  now. 

Question.  Did  its  obligations  impose  any  duty  to  defend  its  members  in  court  ? 

A7iswer.  They  did  not ;  no  obligation  that  ever  I  took. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Did  you  take  an  oath  in  the  Union  League  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  a  secret  society? 

Answer.  Well,  I  suppose  it  was. 

Question.  Was  it  composed  entirely  of  members  of  the  republican  party? 

Answer.  It  was  composed  of  those  who  saw  proper  to  join  it — anybody. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native-born  North  Carolinian  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  born  in  Buncombe  County. 
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Question.  "When  were  you  elected  to  your  office  1 

Answer.  lu  18G8. 

Question.  When  does  your  term  expire? 

Answer.  That  is  a  constitutional  question  that  perhaps  I  ought  not  to  attempt  to 
settle.     I  am  still  in  office. 

Question.  Have  you  been  reelected  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  the  term  is  four  years,  and  the  constitution  provides  that  officers 
elected  under  it  shall  hold  their  term  of  office  next  after  the  regular  election  of  mcui- 
hers  of  assembly.     It  is  a  constitutional  question. 

Question.  You  were  elected  by  the  republican  party  of  the  district  ? 

Answer.  I  was  elected  by  the  peo^ile. 

Question.  You  were  a  candidate  of  that  party? 

Answer.  I  ran  as  a  candidate  of  the  republican  party. 

Question.  Were  yon  under  any  political  disabilities? 

A7mver.  No,  sir,  only  I  coidd  not  take  the  test  oath.  That  is  the  only  disability  I 
have. 

Question.  How  can  you  hold  your  present  office? 

Answer.  I  am  not  required  to  take  the  oath  for  a  State  office. 

Question.  \Vere  you  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States? 

Answer.  I  was,  and  was  imprisoned  two  years.  I  surrendered  my  gun  and  the  prin- 
ciple for  which  I  fought ,  wliich  I  do  not  think  the  other  party  have  surrendered.  They 
may  have  surrendered  their  guns,  but  not  the  principle  they  fought  for.  I  think  they 
still  retain  it ;  still  hang  on  to  it. 

By  the  Ciiairmax: 

Question.  Upon  what  facts  do  you  base  the  opinion  that  the  members  ol  that  organi- 
zation adhere  to  the  ])riuciple8  for  which  they  fouglit? 

Answir.  1  base  it  ui)on  their  conduct,  and  njiou  what  I  hear  them**ay.  I  know  very 
wcU  that  in  tlie  spring  of  1865,  when  I  got  home,  all  these  people  were  askhig  for  in 
the  world  was  that  the  Government  should  spare  their  lives. 

By  Ml-.  Bavaiu)  : 

QueMion.  Who  do  you  mean  by  these  people? 

Answer.  The  conservatives,  democrats,  or  Kn-Klux,  whichever  yon  may  call  them. 
It  was  tiu'  rebel  party  then.  All  they  asked  for  in  tlie  world  was  that  tlie  (iovcrnmeiit 
should  spare  their  lives.  They  were  willing  to  surrender  everything  but  their 
lives.  I  reckon  they  thought  they  Avould  all  be  hanged.  At  least  1  expected  to  bo 
hanged  myself.  But'after  President  Johnson  counuenced  trying  to  conciliate  this  party 
they  began  to  look  up  and  speak  out  and  abuse  the  Government  and  the  authorities. 
It  went  on  from  bad  to  worse,  till  it  has  got  to  what  it  is  now. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  attribute,  theu,  the  bitterness  of  feeling  which  now  characterizes  the 
])arties  who  are  askiug  for  the  removal  of  their  disabilities  to  the  immunity  from  pun- 
ishment whieli  was  extended  to  them? 

Answer.  I  certainly  do.  I  think  about  the  best  thing  the  General  Government  could 
have  done  at  the  close  of  the  war  would  have  l)een  to  hang  about  live  hundred  men  in 
North  Caroliiuu  That  is  my  idea  about  it.  It  seems  that  they  are  throwing  every 
obstacle  in  tlic  way  of  the  General  Government  they  can.  They  are  ostracizing  and 
abusing  its  friends.  At  least  it  is  so  down  there.  I  do  not  know  how  it  is  here.  If  a 
northern  man  comes  into  our  section  of  the  State  professing  to  be  a  republican,  he  is 
certain  to  be  ostracised  and  isolated.  I  have  known  several  gentlemen  to  come  from 
the  North  to  settle  in  my  town.  I  have  one  in  my  mind  especially,  who  appeared  to 
be  a  very  nice,  gentlemanly,  honorable,  enterprising,  industrious  meelianie.  He  told 
me  that  he  could  not  make'his  living  there;  that  he  would  have  to  leave;  that  there 
was  girat  bitterness  against  him  because  he  was  a  republican,  and  from  the  North. 
I  know  another  instance,  or  rather  it  was  told  to  me  previous  to  my  coming  on  here. 
Annuister  from  New  York  City,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pease,  came  there  and  went  into  the 
Methodist  church.  The  pastor  called  on  him*to  conclude  the  services,  when  several  of 
the  congregation  got  up  and  left  the  church,  simi)ly  because  he  Avas  a  Yankee.  That 
is  the  state  of  religious  feeling  towards  those  who  live  in  the  North. 

Question.  Where  these  feelings  exist  that  yon  have  spoken  of  is  it  your  belief  that 
the  removal  of  disabilities  would  create  a  ditferent  feeling? 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  it  would.     I  found  this  answer  upon  Avhat  I  have  observed. 

Question.  Can  you  suggest  to  the  committee  any  remedy,  either  legislative  or  other- 
wise, for  the  correction  of  the  wnmgs  arising  out  of  this  political  organization  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  might  make  a  suggestion,  and  I  might  not  he  correct  in  it.  I 
might  make  several  suggestions  as  to  how  thi'se  outrages  could  be  stojiped.  1  think 
theie  are  two  ways  to  stop  them.  One  is  the  administration  of  hemp.  That  might  do 
H  great  deal  toward  stopping  them— hang  the  ringleaders  of  the  concern.    Another 
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•^ay  Tvoiild  be  to  pay  tlieir  debt,  compensato  them  for  their  emaucipatocl  shives,  give 
them  all  the  offices,  and  acknowledge  the  existence  of  the  confederacy.  I  think  that 
would  be  effectnal  on  the  other  side  of  the  question. 

By  Mr.  Chandler  : 

Question.    What  do  you  mean  by  paying  their  debt  ?     The  rebel  war  debt  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  give  the  rebels  all  the  offices? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ? 

Question.  In  other  words,  surrender  to  the  rebels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Your  flrst  answer  was  the  application  of  hemp  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  that  woidd  stop  it,  too. 

Question.  In  what  waj'  would  you  get  at  them? 

Ansicer.  That  is  the  question.  You  certainly  cannot  get  at  them  before  the  juries. 
You  cannot  convict  them  before  the  juries.  You  might  do  it  in  the  Federal  courts, 
but  I  am  satislied  the  State  covirts  cannot  do  it,  from  what  I  have  seen. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  say  it  might  be  done  in  the  Federal  courts;  in  the  counties  where 
these  organizations  exist  are  the  members  of  it  known,  or  do  they  deny  their  connection 
with  it? 

Answer.  They  deny  it ;  you  cannot  know  them. 

Question.  How,  then,  would  you  avoid  getting  upon  Federal  jiiries  the  members  of 
the  organization  ? 

Answer.  In  the  State  courts  the  jurors  are  summoned  indiscriminately  ;  the  names  of 
all  the  voters  in  the  county  are  put  in  the  box  and  they  are  drawn  out  indiscriminately; 
but  it  is  not  so,  as  I  understand  the  law,  in  the  Federal  courts ;  the  marshal  summons 
whom  he  i^leases. 

Question.  So  I  understand,  but  if  any  member  of  the  organization,  whether  he  avows 
his  connection  with  it  or  not,  gets  on  the  jury,  he  would  prevent  a  conviction,  according 
to  your  theory  ? 

Answer.  Certainly  he  would. 

Question.  Then  unless  the  marshal  could  absolutely  know  who  belonged  to  the  organ- 
ization he  could  not  avoid  getting  such  men  on  the  jury  ? 

Answer.  He  could  not,  but  you  would  be  more  likely  to  avoid  getting  them  in  the 
Federal  than  the  State  court,  because  the  marshal  could  summon,  I  suppose,  whom  he 
pleases. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  men  who  are  represented  to  be  in  this  organ- 
ization, is  it  largely  composed  of  those  who  were  in  the  rebel  army? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  nearly  everybody  in  that  country  was  in  the  rebel  army. 

Question.  Do  they  keep  up  any  military  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  that  question.  I  do  not  know  only  as  I  gather  through  the 
papers. 

Question.  From  the  investigations  you  have  made,  is  it  in  such  an  organized  form  as 
to  be  readily  summoned  in  case  of  any  emergency? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  could  be  summoned  instantly. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  What  was  the  republican  majority  in  your  district  and  county  ? 

Answer.  In  my  district  I  received  about  700  majoritv  ;  in  my  county  I  think  it  Avas 
about  200. 

Question.  Do  you  express  there  the  sentiments  you  have  ex]3ressed  hero  in  reference 
to  these  people  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Publicly? 

Answer.  Whenever  I  am  called  on  I  out  with  it.  I  think  they  ought  to  be  hanged, 
iind  I  take  occasion  to  tell  them  so. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  9,  1871. 
T.  B.  Keogh  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Rice,  (acting  chairman:) 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Ansiver.  In  Greensboro,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  In  what  county  ? 

Answer.  Guilford  county. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  or  profession  ? 

Ansiver.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  resided  in  North  Carolina 
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Answer.  I  have  resided  six  years  in  the  State. 

Question.  How  long  in  Guilford  County  ? 

Ansiver.  Five  years  last  May. 

Question.  Have  you,  in  the  performance  of  your  jirofcssioual  duties,  been  called  upon 
to  do  anything  in  reference  to  outrages  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  My  firm  "was  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  the  murder  of  Senator  Stevens  ; 
but  I  did  not  give  the  case  ray  personal  attention ;  my  partner  had  charge  of  the  matter. 
I  think  I  have  been  subpoenaed  here  by  mistake  for  my  partner,  for  all  I  know  about 
the  matter  is  what  I  have  learned  from  him  when  consulting  with  him. 

Question.  State  what  information  you  have  acquired  in  that  way  in  regard  to  that 
case. 

Answer.  Do  you  want  me  to  state  tlie  details  of  the  murder,  as  I  learned  them  ? 

Question.  The  details  are  given  in  the  appendix  to  the  late  annual  message  of  Gov- 
ernor Holden,  which  I  suppose  you  have  read. 

Answer.  Does  that  appendix  contain  the  evidence  given  in  Raleigh,  before  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court '! 

Question.  So  I  understand. 

Anstrer.  I  have  read  all  of  that  testimony. 

Question.  Does  the  testimony  as  given  on  that  trial  correspond,  substantially,  "with 
the  knowledge  you  have  acquired  of  the  ca.se  ? 

Answer.  There  are  some  ditlcrences.  A  man  of  the  name  of  Hemphill  certified  on  the 
trial  in  reference  to  a  stntonicnt  which  I  understood,  and  still  understand,  that  he  made 
to  .Iiidgc  Tcmrgee — that  he  bi  longed  to  tlic  Klan  in  Caswell  County.  In  the  testimony 
"which  he  gave  on  the  trial,  he  said  that  he  had  not  made  any  such  statement.  I  under- 
stand that  to  b<'  contrary  to  the  truth.  I  understood,  and  still  imderstand,  and  so  does 
my  partner,  Mr.  IJall,  that  Mr.  Hemphill  belonged  to  the  order,  and  gave  Mr.  Stevens 
to  understand  that  Ik;  continued  his  connection  with  it  for  the  purpose  of  serving  him, 
Mr.  Stevens  ;  of  advising  him  in  regard  to  any  action  that  might  be  taken  by  the  Klan 
in  regard  to  him  ;  and  that  on  .several  occasions  he  did  advise  Mr.  Stevens  that  the 
order  had  met  to  consider  his  case.  One  case  in  jjarticuhir  I  recollect  very  well,  when 
Hemi)hill  notified  Mr.  Stevens  that  the  older  had  met  at  the  house  of  the  sheritf,  and 
had  determined  to  murder  him  (Stevens)  on  a  certain  night.  I  understood  that  as 
coming  from  Hemphill.  Now,  as  I  understand  it,  he  does  not,  at  Raleigh,  testify  to 
that  fact.  • 

Question.  Did  vou  understand  from  that  trial  that  this  order  existed  at  that  time  in 
Caswell  County  ? 

Answer.  I  did  so  understand. 

Question.  Will  you  state  your  information  iu  regard  to  the  murder  of  Mr.  Stevens? 

Answer.  Commencing  on  the  day  of  the  nuirderf 

Question.  Give  us  what  information  you  have  in  regard  to  the  first  matter  that  bears 
uiion  the  nuirder.     If  tlicre  were  any  threats  prior  to  the  murder,  state  what  they  were. 

Answer.  On  a  certain  day  during  the  session  of  the  court — I  do  not  recollect  what 
session  it  was ;  it  was  a  session  preceding  the  time  when  the  murder  was  committed 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  In  what  month  and  year? 

Answer.  I  think  the  term  was  held  in  March,  1870.  My  recollection  is  that  Hemphill 
at  that  time  notified  Mr.  Stevens  that  the  order  had  met  at  the  house  of  the  sherili"  of 
the  county. 

By  Mr.  Rick  : 
Question.  Was  this  notification  made  in  your  presence? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  my  partner  told  me  about  it.  My  information  is  not  direct,  bu 
from  my  ^lartuer. 

By  Mr.  Bayaed  : 

Question.  Was  your  partner  examined  at  all  as  a  witness  in  this  case  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  counsel  in  the  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  As  I  understood  from  him,  this  man  Hemphill  went  to  Mr.  Stevens 
and  notified  him  that  the  order  had  held  a  meeting  on  a  certain  night,  and  there  deter- 
mined to  murder  him,  and  to  do  it  at  his  house  on  some  night  during  the  court  week. 
Then  about  dusk  that  evening  Hemphill  notilied  Mr.  Stevens  that  the  matter  had  been 
abandoned;  and  then  Stevens  told  some  ])arties  who  had  agreed  to  come  to  liis  house 
that  night  that  tlicy  need  not  come ;  that  Ik^  had  been  notilied  that  they  had  abar- 
tloned  their  design  to  attack  him  that  night.  Nothing  else  occurred  in  reference  t  J 
that  matter,  that  I  know  of,  until  the  day  Mr.  Stevens  was  murdered,  th(^  *21st  of  May. 
As  to  the  details  of  the  murder,  they  are  given  more  fully  in  the  testimony  that  was 
taken  on  the  trial  than  I  can  give  them. 

By  Mr.  Rici: : 
Qucalion,  State  them  as  you  understand  them,  so  they  may  be  put  on  record  hero. 
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Answer.  There  was  a  political  meeting  at  the  court-honse  that  day — a  conservative 
meeting.  Mr.  Stevens  went  there  and  took  down  some  remarks  made  by  a  Mr.  Hod- 
nett,  referring  to  him,  Stevens,  very  particularly.  While  in  the  court-honse  Mr.  Wiley 
Btepped  up  to  him  and  asked  him  to  go  down  stairs  with  him,  which  he  did.  That  is 
the  last  I  know  of  his  having  been  seen  alone,  except  that  one  or  two  colored  men 
swear  they  saw  him  stfindiug  in  the  hall  below.  I  have  not  traced  it  any  further  than 
that.  The  nest  I  know  of  the  matter  Mr.  Stevens  was  found  dead  the  next  morning, 
in  a  room  of  the  court-house  which  had  been  used  by  the  clerk  and  master  in  equity, 
but  which  was  then  not  used.  There  was  nothing  in  it  but  some  wood — no  papers — 
when  the  body  was  found  in  it. 

Question.  He  was  dead  wlien  found  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  been  stabbed  twice  in  the  neck,  and  there  was  a  rope  about 
his  neclc.  The  body  had  been  placed  in  a  sitting  position  on  the  floor,  with  a  stick  of 
wood  at  the  back  to  keep  it  upright.  He  was  not  seen  alive  after  leaving  the  room  up 
stairs  that  afternoon,  except,  as  I  said  before,  some  two  or  three  witnesses  testified 
that  they  thouglit  they  saw  him  in  the  hall  below  talking  with  Mr.  Wiley  and  some 
one  else. 

Question.  Was  there  any  attempt  made  to  ascertain  who  the  parties  were  who  had 
committed  the  murder,  and  to  proseciite  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  coroner's  investigation  was  as  thorough  as  it  could  be  made, 
but  it  elicited  nothing. 

Question.  No  testimony? 

Anstrer.  None  at  all  that  indicated  who  the  murderer  was. 

Question.  W^as  any  indictment  ever  found? 

Anfswer.  No,  sir;  some  iiarties  were  bound  over  to  appear  at  the  last  term  of  tho 
court,  but  I  think  thegrand  jury  notified  the  solicitor  that  they  had  no  testimony  upon 
which  they  could  find  any  indictment  against  anybody.   And  there  the  matter  dropped. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  as  to  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization, 
as  it  is  popularly  termed,  in  Caswell  County  ? 

Answer.  Nothing,  except  what  I  have  heard  in  that  way. 

Question.  What  is  your  information  as  to  the  number  of  persons  who  belong  to  the 
organization? 

Answer.  My  information  is  that  a  majoritj"  of  the  conservative  party  in  the  State 
belong  to  it.  I  judge  that  from  my  own  county,  the  number  of  men  Avho  belong  to  it 
there,  and  the  character  of  those  who  I  understand  belong  to  it  in  other  counties. 

Question.  There  is  such  an  organization  in  your  county? 

Answer.  So  gentU'men  there  admit  to  me  ;  thej"  tell  me  they  belong  to  it. 

Question.  What  strength  do  they  give  the  organization  in  yoiir  county  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  never  lieard  them  say.  I  have  heard  it  stated  that  it  was  probably 
about  eight  hundred  strong  in  the  county. 

Question.  What  is  the  voting  strength  ot  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Something  over  four  thousand. 

Question.  What  is  the  conservative  vote  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  now  recollect  exactly  what  is  the  conservative  vote.  The  white 
vote  is  about  2,700,  and  the  colored  vote  from  1,500  to  1,700,  I  think.  I  have  never  paid 
much  attention  to  the  number  of  voters  in  the  county.  The  conservatives  carried  the 
county  at  the  last  regular  election  by  from  150  to  170  votes. 

Question.  The  parties  are  nearly  evenly  balanced  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  republicans  carried  the  county  two  years  ago  by,  I  think,  500 
votes ;  ])erhaps  something  more. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  outrages  committed  in  your  county  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  heard  of  some  whippings. 

Question.  W^hen? 

Ansieer.  A  year  and  a  half  ago. 

Question.  None  recently  ? 

Ansicer.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Generally  what  class  of  persons  was  whipi)ed  ? 

Ansicer.  My  information  is  that  they  are  generally  colored  people,  or  poor  white  j)eople. 

Question.  Of  what  political  party  ? 

Answer.  Republicans  generally  ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  instance  in  the  State  where  a 
conservative  has  been  whipped;  I  have  never  heard  of  any  such  instance,  that  I  now 
recollect.  There  was  a  man  of  the  name  of  Jones  whipjied  in  Caswell  County  before 
Ml".  Stevens  was  murdered.  He  was  badly  scourged;  I  do  not  know  how  many  lashes 
thej"  did  give  him,  but  his  whole  back  was  one  sore.  He  was  a  white  man,  a  repub- 
lican, who  lived  in  Caswell  County.  There  never  was  any  reason  ascribed  for  whip- 
ping him  but  his  j)olitics. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Who  ascribed  that  reason? 
Answer.  Gentlemen  in  Caswell  County. 
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By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  You  say  you  have  conversed  with  persons  in  your  county  -who  professed  to 
belong  to  that  order  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  gentlemen  in  the  city  I  live  in  have  spoken  to  me  about  it,  and  have 
said  that  they  belonged  to  it. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  you  as  to  their  mode  of  appearing  in  disguise  ? 
Answer.  They  never  have  spoken  to  me  about  that. 

Question.  What  i.s  your  understanding  about  the  disguises  they  adopt  ? 
Ansirer.  I  have  seen  what  was  called  one  of  their  disguises,  said  to  have  been  cap- 
tured in  Orauge  County  ;  I  saw  it  in  Raleigh.  It  was  made  of  coumion  cotton  sheet- 
ing, and  cosered  the  head  aud  also  the  body.  The  same  material  is  used  to  cover  their 
horses  when  ou  their  raids.  Tlie  one  that  I  saw  was  gotten  up  in  pretty  good  style.  I 
examined  it  carefully.  The  mask  for  the  head  had  horns  on  it,  all  tised  up  aud  padded 
with  cotton. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  they  generally  go  armed  on  their  raids  ? 

Answer.  I  caniiot  say  about  that.  All  I  know  aboiit  it  is  that  iu  their  raids  they  go 
masked  and  disguised.     I  have  never  heard  whether  they  were  generally  armed  or  not. 

Question.  Do  tlicy  make  any  public  mauifestations  of  violence,  or  are  their  acts  gen- 
erally committed  secretly  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  are  generally  committed  secretly  and  at  night. 

Question.  By  attacking  unprotected  houses  and  by  assassination  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  only  way  they  ever  do,  so  far  as  I  have  been  informed. 
For  instance,  men  from  one  county  or  section  of  country  go  into  another  couuty.  I  have 
heard  a  conservative  gentleman  speak  of  that,  of  parties  from  one  county  going  into 
another  county. 

Question.  Diles  either  political  party,  or  members  of  either  political  party,  apologize 
for  or  justify  this  violence  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  gentlemen  of  the  conservative  party  speak  of  these  acts  of  vio- 
lence, and  speak  harshly,  too,  of  those  who  participated  in  them.  Others,  I  think, 
countenance  them.  But  there  are  gentlemen  down  there  who  are  conservatives  who 
do  not  countenance  such  acts. 

Question.  How  about  the  majority? 

Answer.  The  majority  are  controlled  by  a  few  leading  men  of  the  party;  but  the 
leaders  do  not  say  anything  about  the  order  i)nblicly.  If  they  would  come  out  aud 
denounce  it  publitdy,'l  presume  their  followers,  as  they  might  properly  be  termed, 
would  not  have  anytliing  at  all  to  do  with  these  outrages— would  not  participate  iu 
them.  One  or  two  gentlemen  in  my  place  have  denounced  the  Ku-Klux  and  the  out- 
rages committed  by  them  several  times  iu  public  speeches.  I  do  not  know  that  that  is 
done  or  has  been  done  in  other  counties. 

Question.  Is  there,  so  far  as  your  observation  goes,  any  public  opinion  outside  of  the 
order  that  sustains  them  ? 

Answer.  I  canuot  say  that  there  is  any  public  opinion  that  sustains  them,  because 
there  is  no  i)ublic  ftpiiiion  of  that  kind  formed.  I  think  the  order  is  kept  up  because 
there  is  no  jtuVdic  opinion  formed  against  it.  But  there  is  no  elVort  that  I  know  of  to 
maintain  a  jmhlic  o})iuion  in  favor  of  it. 

Question.  Tliere  is  not,  on  the  conservative  side,  any  public  opinion  against  it? 

Answer.  N",  sir;  none  formed  and  expressed. 

Question.  Now  is  it  on  the  republican  side? 

Answer.  The  rey)ublicans,  of  course,  denounce  all  those  outrages;  they  cannot  do 
otherwise,  because  they  have  been  the  sufferers  from  them  to  a  very  great  extent,  aud 
they  are  constantlv  denouncing  them. 

Question.  Is  tluMe,  or  not,  at  present,  any  fear  in  your  county  in  regard  to  the  security 
of  life  aud  ])roperty  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Among  the  republicans  or  any  others  ? 

Ansiccr.  There  mav  be  among  some' of  the  republicans;  I  do  not  know  bow  that  is. 
As  for  myself  I  consider  that  life  and  proi)erty  is  safe  there;  that  is  a  very  good  county; 
there  is  a  very  good  class  of  people— law-abiding  people— in  that  county. 

Question.  Does  your  practice  call  you  into  other  counties? 

Ansnrr.  Yes,  sir;  into  three  other  counties. 

Question.  AVliat  counties? 

Ansu-er.  Randolph,  Caswell,  and  Rockingham. 

Question.  What  is  the  condition  of  those  counties? 

Answer.  RockiughaTU  County  was  turbulent  for  awhile.  They  had  some  trouble 
there;  but  Judge  Settle  undertook  to  stop  it;  he  had  the  cooperation  of  a  leading 
conservative  man  in  the  county.  Governor  Reid,  and  I  think  they  put  it  down. 

Question.  How  is  it  in  Caswell  County  ? 

Answer.  They  have  had  trouble  there  for  the  last  two  ye.ars. 

Question.  Do' you  regard  life  aud  property  entirely  safe  there? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  j  I  could  not  very  well  answer  that  question.    I  am  satisfied 
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there  are  people  there  "who  are  not  safe,  or  who  would  not  be  safe  if  they  took  mneh 
part  iu  politics.  It  is  difficult  for  nio  to  give  any  reason  for  that  belief.  I  do  not  live 
in  the  county,  and  do  not  kno^y  that  to  be  the  case.  If  I  lived  among  the  peoxile,  I 
could  tell  better  about  it. 

Question.  That  is  your  observation  ? 

Answer.  Not  so  much  my  observation  as  a  feeling  I  have  from  hearing  others  talk 
aT)Out  the  matter.  I  have  been  there  myself,  but  I  have  never  felt  insecure  there;  iu 
fact,  I  have  never  felt  insecure  anywhere  in  the  State.  But  still  I  know  there  are 
l^eople  who  are  constantly  fearing  danger. 

Question.  How  a))out  Randolph  County? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know,  there  have  been  no  outrages  there. 

Question.  Is  this  order  or  organization  supposed  to  exist  there? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  supposed  to  exist  in  all  the  counties  in  the  State;  that  is  my 
understanding  of  it,  and  it  is  not  denied  down  there. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  about  the  effect  of  firm  action  among  the  conserva- 
tives ?  If  they  were  to  openly  denounce  and  try  to  put  down  this  order,  what  do  you 
think  would  be  the  result  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  be  put  down  if  the  leading  conservatives  were  to  take  a 
firm  public  stand  against  it.  I  have  never  met  one  yet,  that  I  have  s])okeu  to,  who 
does  not  denounce  it  privately.  But,  with  the  exception  of  a  few,  they  have  not  taken 
the  pains  to  denounce  it  publicly.  There  are  a  great  many  conservatives,  and  leading 
citizens,  too,  who  never  would  admit,  till  last  summer,  that  there  was  any  such  organ- 
ization. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  course  of  the  leading  conservative  politicians  and  papers 
in  their  pul)lic  declarations  on  the  subject  ? 

Answer.  I  think  their  course  has  been  to  justify  the  action  of  the  order,  l)y  keeping 
before  the  peoi)le  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  the  Union  League,  and  inl'erentially 
arguing  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  a  counter  association  or  organization. 

By  JMr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  W^hat  is  the  name  of  your  law  firm  ? 

Answer.  Ball  &  Keogh. 

Question.  By  whom  were  you  retained  in  the  Stevens  case  ? 

Answer.  We  had  been  counsel  for  Mr.  Stevens  when  he  was  alive,  and  after  his  mur- 
der his  widow  retained  us. 

Question.  You  conducted  the  prosecution? 

Answer.  We  undertook  it,  but  abandoned  it  afterward,  because  we  made  up  our 
minds  that  it  was  useless  to  go  on. 

Question.  Y'ou  are  a  member  of  the  republican  party,  I  suppose? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Your  opinions  are  held  openly  by  you  in  your  county? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  disturbed  in  the  expression  of  your  jiolitical  views  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  hesitated  to  express  them  publicly  or  privately  ? 

Ansiver.  Never. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  canvass  your  county  at  all,  and  speak  publicly? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  participate  much  iu  x>olitics.  I  am  a  member  of  the  State 
executive  committee,  but  do  not  take  much  part  oi^enly  in  any  canvass. 

Question.  In  the  practice  of  your  profession,  in  your  experience  iu  the  courts  as 
counsel,  do  you  iind  that  the  laws  are  fairly  administered,  and  are  efficient  for  the  pro- 
tection of  life  and  property  in  the  district  where  you  practice  ? 

Answer.  It  is  diflicult  to  answer  that  question. 

Question.  Answer  it,  of  course,  in  your  own  way,  with  any  qualifications  you  desire. 
It  is  an  ordinary  question,  whether  or  not  the  laws  are  enforced  in  your  county. 

Ansiver.  I  know  that  the  disposition  of  the  otilcers  there  is  to  properly  enforce  the 
laws,  but  many  times  things  occur  to  prevent  what  we  consider  a  proper  administra- 
tion of  justice.     I  do  not  know  that  the  courts  could  be  held  responsible  for  that. 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  with  any  design  to  find  fault  with  the  courts. 

Answer.  You  asked  me  to  give  my  opinion  whether  the  laws  are  administered  there 
properly  and  thoroughly. 

Question.  W^ell;  \vhat  is  your  answer  to  that? 

Ansiver.  My  answer  is,  that  in  some  instances,  where  parties,  for  instance,  are  con- 
cerned iu  outi'ages  committed  by  the  order  of  which  we  have  been  speaking,  my 
observation  is  that  there  are  no  convictions.  I  know  that  people  have  been  wliip]ied 
and  scourged,  and  some  have  been  killed  ;  but  the  guilty  have  never  been  brought  to 
puuishment.  Of  course,  the  courts  are  the  proper  tribunals  to  award  the  punishment, 
but  they  have  never  been  able  to  do  it  in  any  of  those  cases.  Arguing  from  that,  I 
think  the  laws  have  not  been  administered  as  they  should  have  been.  I  do  not  say 
that  is  the  fault  of  the  courts,  but  it  is  the  result  of  a  combination  outside  of  tha 
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courts  that  prevents  the  adnnnistratiou  of  justice  in  those  particular  cases.  An  alibi 
is  proved  in  nearly  every  case.  Now,  it  is  very  singular  that  iu  all  that  class  of  cases 
that  should  be  the  general  line  of  defense,  and  they  always  prove  an  alibi  without  any 
difficulty. 

Question.  Is  not  that  a  common  defense  in  all  criminal  cases? 

Answer.  Not  according  to  my  observation,  which,  of  course,  has  not  been  so  exten- 
sive as  yours  has  been.  I  have  thought  it  very  singular  that  in  all  these  cases  the 
defense  should  be  the  same,  and  that  an  alibi  could  be  proved  with  so  little  difficulty. 
It  seems  as  if  it  was  the  result  of  concert  outside  of  the  court. 

Question.  Those  are  but  suspicions  of  yours.? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  is  what  you  mean? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qiiestion.  You  have  no  other  ground  than  that  for  yonr  statement  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Question.  Is  your  legal  i^rocess  interfered  with  at  all  in  its  execution? 

Answer.  Not  tliat  I  know  of. 

Question.  You  say  that  you  have,  yourself,  never  experienced  any  molestation? 

Ansuer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  For  any  expression  of  your  political  views? 

Answer.  I  never  have. 

Question.  An<l  you  have  felt  perfectly  secure  there  in  your  person  and  property 
wherever  you  have  been  ? 

Answer.  YcH,  sir;  I  have  always  felt  so.  I  have  lived  in  Greensboro  most  of  the 
time  sinct^  I  have  been  in  the  Sate. 

Question.  Whore  were  you  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  was  iu  the  West. 

Question.  Wlicu  ? 

Answer.  Much  of  the  time  with  the  Army  in  Tennessee  and  Mississippi. 

Question.  How  wei'e  you  eugaged  there  ? 

Answer.  Part  of  the  time  I  was  down  there  as  a  newspaper  correspondent  for  a 
Western  ])ai)er. 

Question.  What  paper? 

.Inswer.  Tlic  Milwaukee  News. 

Question.  Where  were  you  born  ? 

^inswer.  In  Utica,  New  York. 

Question.  Were  you  what  is  termed  a  war  correspondent  for  the  paper  you  havo 
named  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  regularly  attached  to  the  press  with  the  Army,  though 
that  was  my  business  at  one  time. 

Question.  Have  you  held  any  official  position  in  North  Carolina? 

Ansuer.  I  am  now  holding  the  office  of  register  iu  bankruptcy,  and  have  been  for 
two  years. 

Question.  A  United  States  office? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  held  any  other  official  position  there? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  am  a  member  of  the  State  executive  committee ;  but  that  is  not 
an  official  position. 

Question.  Of  the  republican  State  executive  committee? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  connected  witli  any  newspaper  now  ? 

Ansuer.  No,  sir;  except  that  I  have  a  pecuniary  interest  in  one. 

Quislion.  Which  one? 

^)i.si((7-.  TIu!  rei)ublican  paper  in  my  place.  I  have  been  connected  with  it  as  one  of 
the  stockholders;  I  have  no  other  connection  with  the  press. 

WASntS'GTON,  D.  C,  Fchruary  9,  1871. 
EOBEKT  W.  LOG.iN  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  In  Rutherfordton,  Rutherford  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  ? 

Answer.  I  was  born  and  raised  iu  the  county. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  am  editor  of  a  newspaper  and  deputy  United  States  marshal.  I  have  been 
elected  mayor  of  the  village. 

Question.^ Vh'-.iai;  make  a  general  statement  of  what  you  know  in  regard  to  the  secu- 
rity of  life  and  projierty  iu  that  county  ? 
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Answa:  Well,  sir,  in  the  coianty  of  Rutherford  we  have  never  had  much  trouble.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  much  dauger  at  this  time  in  our  county,  from  the  fact  that  the 
republican  party  has  been  largely  in  the  ascendancy.  "VVe  had  a  little  trouble  there 
about  a  year  ago — I  think  it  was  the  22d  of  February  last.  A  body  of  disguised  men — 
we  called  theui  Ku-Klux — made  a  raid  through  the  county  and  committed  some  depre- 
dations;  whipped  and  abused  several  persons.  Since  that  we  have  had  no  outbreaks 
in  our  county  of  any  consequence.  I  understood,  a  day  or  two  before  I  left  home,  that 
there  had  been  a  little  outrage  in  the  lower  edge  of  the  county,  not  amounting  to  much, 
however. 

Question.  Who  were  the  persons  whipped? 

Answer.  There  was  a  white  man  by  the  name  of  Almon  Owens  and  a  colored  man  by 
the  name  of  Nelson  Burge,  and  an  old  colored  lady  by  the  name  of  Ibby  Jinkins. 
Then  there  Avas  a  white  lady,  the  wife  of  James  McGaha,  abused,  jerked  about,  but  not 
whipped.  She  was  punched  probably  Avith  guns  and  pistols,  at  the  same  time  she  was 
in  a  critical  condition. 

Question.  On  Avhat  account  were  these  whippings  supposed  to  have  been  done? 

Annwer.  Well,  sir,  thej'  did  not  give  any  general  reason  for  it  according  to  the  evi- 
dence we  had.  We  had  the  party  arrested  and  bound  over  to  court,  but  the  ease  has 
not  been  tried  yet.  The  evidence  varied  as  to  what  they  gave  as  the  cause  of  the 
Avhip])ing.  In  the  case  of  Burge,  the  colored  man,  they  told  him  it  was  for  voting  the 
radical  ticket.  As  for  Owens,  they  accused  him  of  reportuig  illicit  distillers,  I  think. 
I  believe  their  excuse  for  whipping  the  old  colored  woman  was  that  she  had  been 
having  intercourse  with  a  white  man,  or  something  of  that  sort.  They  went  to  the 
house  of  McGaha,  and  did  not  tell  what  they  wanted  of  him,  and  abused  his  wife  be- 
cause she  would  not  tell  where  he  was. 

Question.  What  was  the  politics  of  Ihe  parties  injured? 

Answer.  The  parties  that  were  whi23pecl  and  abused  were  all  republicans,  with  the 
exception  of  Owens.     He  liad  been  considered  a  democrat  or  conservative. 

Question.  Is  it  your  understanding  that  the  order  exists  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  belief,  from  general  information,  that  they  exist  there 
in  pretty  large  numbers. 

Qnesiion.  How  large  ? 

Answer.  I  should  say,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  in  the  county  of  Rutherford  there 
are  some  three  or  four  hundred  that  belong  to  the  order. 

Question.  Can  you  state  how  public  opinion  stands  in  that  county  in  regard  to  sus- 
taining or  condenmiug  the  order  ? 

Answer.  It  is  condemned  by  the  republican  party,  and  occasionally  you  hear  a  mem- 
ber of  the  conservative  party  condemn  it,  but  they  are  very  few  ;  you  cannot  get  them 
to  say  anything  in  public  against  it.  Talk  with  them  priA'ately,  and  they  will  gener- 
ally deny  the  existence  of  the  order.  Some  of  them  say  they  think  it  is  wrong,  and 
ought  to  be  put  a  stop  to  ;  still  they  will  not  take  anj'  steps  publicly  agaiust  it,  nor 
publicly  denounce  it,  and  if  parties  are  taken  up  they  seem  to  sympathize  Avith  them 
and  try  to  aid  them.  When  the  paities  were  arrested  for  whipping  and  abusing  those 
that  I  have  named,  a  great  deal  of  excitement  prcA-ailed  in  our  A-illage,  and  while  the 
iuA^estigation  was  going  on  in  our  \-illage  the  conservative  party  geueraUy  took  a  great 
deal  of  interest  in  aiding  them  and  helping  them  to  hunt  up  witnesses. 

Question.  What  is  the  tone  of  the  public  press  and  public  speeches  ? 

Ansieer.  There  has  been  but  little  public  speaking  in  the  county  since  the  last  elec- 
tion for  the  general  assembly.  The  conservative  candidate  for  the  legislature  Avas  not 
an  extreme  man.  He  Ajas  pretty  bitter  against  the  republican  party,  but  he  is  rather 
a  cautious  man  and  did  not  say  anything  jiarticular  agamst  the  GoA'ernment.  He  did 
not  indorse  the  order;  at  the  same  time  I  never  heard  him  say  anything  against  it. 

Question.  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  order  if  the  leading 
couserAatives  should  unite  in  condemning  it  publicly  as  well  as  priA^ately,  and  trying 
to  put  it  down  f 

Ansirer.  The  time  has  been  when  they  could  have  stopped  the  thing  without  much 
trouble,  I  think ;  but  I  doubt  now  if  it  has  not  gone  so  far  that  they  could  not  stop  it. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  in  the  adjoining  counties? 

Ansirer.  I  am  in  ClcA'eland  County,  just  below  where  I  live. 

Question.  State,  if  you  know,  what  is  the  condition  of  that  county. 

Ansicer.  That  couuty  is  in  a  very  bad  condition.  Persons  in  disguise  haA'e  been 
riding  through  it  and  committing  numerous  depredations  for  a  few  mouths  past. 

Question.  Can  you  state  any  cases  ? 

Answer.  I  can  give  one  or  two  instances,  but  not  generally ;  there  are  so  many  of 
them. 

(Question.  Of  what  nature  Avere  they  ? 

Answer.  Whipping,  shooting,  burning  ;  all  kinds  of  depredations.  As  I  came  through 
the  county  on  my  way  here,  they  told  me  there  had  not  been  anight  since  just  before 
Christmas  but  Avhat  they  had  been  seen  riding,  and  that  they  had  been  committing 
depredations  nearly  every  night.    Some  nights  they  had  just  rode  around  through  dil- 
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ferent  neighborhoorls  and  done  nothing.  About  a  week  or  ten  days  before  Christmas, 
there  was  a  party  of  about  thirty  of  the  Ku-Klnx  order  went  to  the  honse  of  an  uncle 
of  mine,  about  a  mile  or  two  below  the  Kutliei'ford  line,  in  Cleveland  Comity.  They 
first  went  into  the  kitchen,  where  the  colored  people  were  living — some  four  or  five 
colored  men  and  women — and  made  some  inquiries  about  my  uncle,  to  know  Avliether 
he  was  at  home  or  not.  They  then  went  olf,  and  came  back  again  in  about  fifteen 
minutes ;  went  to  the  kitchen  again,  took  all  the  colored  men  out,  talked  to  them,  and 
made  various  threats,  and  one  of  them  l)y  the  name  of  Dick  Bean  they  carried  off  \\\> 
the  lane  sonn;  two  hundi'ed  yards  from  the  house,  and  commenced  beating  him  with 
sticks  and  clubs  very  severely.  He  told  me  he  concluded  it  was  life  or  death  any  way, 
and  so  he  made  a  struggle  and  got  loose,  and  as  he  ran  off  they  fired  at  hira.  Some 
members  of  the  family  told  me  they  thought  there  were  at  least  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  guns  fired.  One  ball  took  effect,  striking  his  hip  and  ])assing  through  his  leg. 
It  was  a  very  severe  but  not  a  serious  wound.  He  got  awaj'.  While  they  were  at  the 
Louse  they  broke  open  the  trunks,  closets,  &c.,  took  what  money  and  jewelry  they 
could  find,  and  made  all  the  colored  men  promise  they  would  never  vote  the  radical 
ticket  again. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  these  parties  wei'e  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  generally  disguised;  a  few  of  them  were  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  details  of  any  other  case? 

Jnsirer.  I  was  told  when  I  passed  through  the  county  of  a  man  who  had  been 
whipped  in  the  upper  end  of  the  county ;  I  forget  his  name.  He  was  a  school  teacher, 
and  said  to  be  a  man  of  very  good  character.  They  went  to  the  house  where  he  lived, 
(he  was  kecjjing  house  for  liimself  and  had  an  old  colored  woman  to  cook  for  him,) 
took  him  out,  and  whijiiied  him  severely,  as  I  understood.  I  did  not  hear  the  partic- 
ulars. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  anytliing  of  the  strength  of  the  order  in  the  county  of 
Cleveland  ? 

Answer.  I  only  heard  opinions  expressed  by  men  living  in  the  county.  It  is  a  con- 
servative county  Ijy  a  large  majority.  It  is  generally  believed  that  nearly  every  mem- 
ber of  the  i)arty  belongs  to  the  organization. 

Question.  Have  you  been  in  the  county  much? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  frequently. 

Question.  ^Vhat  is  the  state  of  public  opinion  there  in  regard  to  sustaining  or  con- 
demning it  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  is  generally  sympathized  with. 

Question.  By  whom? 

Answer.  By  the  conservative  party.  In  fact,  I  am  pretty  well  satisfied  there  arc  bnt 
few  of  them  but  what  belong  to  the  organization  in  that  county,  judging  from  their 
actions  an<l  words. 

Question.  Have  yon  had  intercourse  enough  with  those  that  are  acting  in  harmony 
witli  th(>  order  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  their  loyalty  or  disloyalty  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  an  opinion  of  my  own. 

Que.stion.  From  what  source  did  you  get  it  ? 

Answer.  From  general  information  and  what  I  know  of  them.  I  have  been  editor  of 
a  newspaper  in  Rutherford  County  ever  since  the  surrender,  and  I  have  jiaid  a  great 
deal  of  attention  to  their  movements  and  actions. 

Question.  Wliat  is  your  judgment  ? 

Answer.  !My  notion  is  that,  generally,  they  hate  the  Government  as  badly  as  they 
ever  did. 

Question.  In  case  the  Government  of  the  United  States  should  be  involved  iu  war 
with  some  foreign  power,  could  or  could  not  the  leaders  induce  this  organization  to 
join  with  the  enemies  of  the  (iovernment  ? 

Answer.  My  opinion  is  that  they  could  do  it  easily.  It  would  be  just  what  they 
would  want.  I  tliink  a  majority  of  them  \vould  very  readily  join  any  power  against 
the  United  States,  if  there  was  any  hope  of  success.  I  do  not  know  that  they  would 
do  it  where  they  thought  they  would  i)robably  be  ]mnished  for  it  in  the  end  ;  but  if 
they  had  any  hope  of  success,  1  do  not  tliink  they  would  hesitate  a  moment. 

Question.  From  your  tuideistanding  of  the  organization,  would  it  be  easy,  in  your  • 
opinion,  to  collect  a  force  throughout  the  State? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir;  my  notion  is  that  they  are  well  organized,  and  that  they  could  be 
called  out  at  a  moment's  warning. 

Question.  In  th(}  portion  of  the  State  where  you  are  acquainted,  what  isyour  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  security  of  life  and  pioperty  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  in  my  county,  so  far,  up  to  this  time,  I  do  not  think  there  is  really 
much  danger. 

Question.  How  is  it  in  the  counties  where  you  are  acquainted  in  which  the  othei;^ 
party  have  a  majority  ? 

Answer.  In  Cleveland  County  I  think  it  is  very  dangerous  to  both  life  and  property. 
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I  am  acquainted  with  the  leaders  of  the  republican  party  in  that  county,  and  I  know 
they  are  all  afraid  to  say  anythinor  or  do  auythius;.  They  are  kept  in  tU'ead  of  their 
lives  all  the  time.    At  least  they  tell  me  so  themselves. 

Question.  Were  you  there  during  the  war "? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  there  more  or  less  loyal  people  through  that  section  of  the  country? 

Answer.  There  were  in  my  county  ;  but  in  Cleveland  County  there  were  not  many. 
It  was  considered  one  of  the  strongest  secession  counties  in  the  State. 

Question.  What  is  the  ditfereuce  in  the  character  of  the  danger  that  exists  now  to 
loyal  men  and  that  which  existed  during  the  war  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  it  was  pretty  much  the  same.  I  think  they  are  just  as  bitter 
toward  loyal  men  now  as  they  were  during  the  war,  only  they  had  the  power  then  to 
punish  them  openly,  which  they  have  not  now.  The  loyal  men  were  not  so  bold 
then  as  they  are  now  ;  they  would  not  talk  out  then,  for  fear  of  being  taken  up  and 
executed. 

Question.  How  is  it  in  regard  to  fear  of  assassination  as  hetween  now  and  at  that 
time  ?    Was  it  greater  then  than  now  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  there  was  more  fear  of  assassination  by  mobs  during  the  war  than 
there  is  now  ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  think  that  in  those  sections  where  the  Ku-Klux 
have  a  majority  the  loyal  people  are  now  in  more  fear  of  their  lives  than  they  were 
then,  because  they  do  not  know  at  what  hour  or  what  time  the  Ku-Klux  are  coming. 
They  come  in  disguise  at  the  dead  hour  of  the  night,  and  people  cannot  take  a  good 
night's  rest. 

Question.  Have  any  of  these  parties  in  Cleveland  County  been  brought  to  justice, 
tried,  and  convicted  ? 

A7isuer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  any  been  arrested  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  there  has  ever  been  a  bill  found  against  them  by  the  grand 
jury.  It  would  be  a  diflScult  matter  to  do  it.  An  effort  or  two  has  been  made  to  fiud 
bills,  as  I  understand  from  parties  in  the  county,  where  the  evidence  was  pretty  com- 
plete, but  the  jury  did  not  bring  in  a  bill. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question,  Is  there  any  trouble  in  yoTir  own  coirnty  in  finding  bills  and  convicting  ? 

Answer.  We  have  had  only  one  case  in  our  county  where  the  gTand  jury  found  a  bill, 
and  the  trial  has  been  removed  to  the  adjoining  county.   The  case  has  never  been  tried. 

Question.  How  large  is  the  republican  majority  in  your  county? 

A7iswcr.  It  has  been  pretty  large.    At  the  last  election  it  was  about  260  on  the  average. 

Question.  What  is  the  entire  vote? 

Answer.  About  2,000. 

Question.  How  much  of  that  is  white  ? 

Answer.  About  1,000. 

Question.  Leaving  about  400  colored  ? 

Answer.  The  register  is  2,200,  but  the  vote  is  about  2,000. 

Question.  What  majority  had  you  two  years  ago? 

Ansiver.  About  600.     In  the  presidential  campaign  we  carried  the  county  by  900. 

Question.  What  was  your  occupation  during  the  war? 

Ansicer.  I  was  not  of  age  to  be  called  into  the  service  till  about  1863.  In  the  winter 
of  1803,  being  18  years  of  age,  I  came  within  the  conscription  ;  and  my  father  having 
succeeded  in  getting  an  appointment  in  the  adjutant  general's  office,  sent  me  to  Kaleigh, 
where  I  remamed  eleven  months,  and  was  elected  entry  taker  by  the  county  court  of 
Rutherford,  and  returned  home. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  in  the  adjutant  general's  office? 

Answer.  Eleven  mouths. 

Question.  As  clerk  ? 

Answei:  Yes,  sir. 

Question    Did  that  put  you  under  any  disabilities  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  able  at  the  end  of  the  war  to  take  the  iron-clad  oath? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  but  I  was  not  barred  by  the  fourteenth  amendment. 

Question.  You  could  not  take  the  oath  ? 

Answer.  There  is  some  doubt  about  that ;  I  have  known  men  to  differ  about  it. 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  your  new8j)aj)er  ? 

Answer.  The  Rutherford  Star, 

Question.  It  supports  the  radical  party? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  have  been  deputy  marshal  ? 

Answer.  I  have  a  commission  as  such,  but  I  have  not  been  doing  any  duty  for  some- 
time. 

Question.  Still  you  hold  tlie  commission? 
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A^isicei:  Yes,  sir. 

Questio7i.  You  were  elected  mayor  of  the  town  you  live  in  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  your  present.age  ? 

Answer.  Twenty-five  years  old  last  September. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  this  organization  and  its  numbers.  Is  your  knowledge 
of  its  numbers  derived  from  personal  observation  or  from  the  opinion  of  others  ? 

Answer.  Not  from  personal  knowledge;  it  is  just  from  the  general  opinion  of  tho 
class  of  men  belonging  to  the  organization. 

Question.  That  is,  your  estimate  is  founded 

Answer.  Upon  my  opinion  of  such  men  a-s  belong  to  it. 

Question.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  know  nothing  about  it  personally. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  serve  iirocesses  as  marshal  throughout  your  county  and  dis- 
trict ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  served  numerous  processes. 

Question.  In  doing  so  have  you  met  witli  any  molestation? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  have  not  served  any  for  the  last  twelve  months.  During  that 
time  my  duty  as  marshal  has  been  priucii)ally  collecting.  There  is  another  jissistaut 
marslial  in  the  county  who  has  taken  the  other  business,  pretty  much. 

Question.  You  mean  under  writs  of  execution  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  am  a  boudcd  deputy,  and  he  is  not. 

Question.  Have  you  as  deputy  marshal  made  sales  of  property  in  that  way? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueJiiion.  Did  you  ever  meet  with  any  molestation  in  the  performance  of  such  duty  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  assist  in  taking  the  census  ? 

Aiisu-er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  organizations  called  Union  Leagues  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  When  wore  they  fii-st  formed? 

Answer.  I  tiiink  about  the  first  organization  in  my  county  was  a  short  time  boforo 
the  presidential  election  in  18G8. 

Que~stion.  Wtne  you  a  member  of  it  ? 

Anstecr.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  vicf-pri'sid"iit. 

Question.  Was  your  society  bound  by  an  oath  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.    Wliat  is  the  extent  of  your  society  in  numbers? 

Answer.  We  had  in  our  county,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  1,200  or  1,400  members. 

Question.  Was  that  society  in  the  interest  of  the  republican  i^arty  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  interest  of  tho  Union. 

Question.  Were  the  negroes  members  of  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Was  violence  any  part  of  tlie  creed  of  that  order? 

Answer..  No,  sir.  I  never  saw  nor  heard  of  anything  in  the  order  that  tended  to  vio- 
lence of  any  kind.  It  wjis  the  opposite.  It  counseled  peace  and  submission  to  the 
Government  and  its  laws. 

By  Mr.  B.vy.vrd  : 
Question.  Did  you  attend  your  elections  during  1868  and  1870 1 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  orderly  and  quiet  ? 
Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Conducted  without  intimidation? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  they  were. 
Question.  Any  man  voted  as  he  i)leased? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  11,  1871. 

A.  T,  Davidson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  In  what  part  of  North  Carolina  do  you  reside? 

Ansieer.  In  the  western  part  of  tho  State  ;  in  Asheville. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resideil  there? 

Answer.  Nearly  fifty-two  years.     I  shall  l)e  fifty-two  years  old  in  May  next. 

Question.  What  is  your  present  occupation,  and  what  iinblic  positions  have  you  held 
in  the  State,  which  would  aftbrd  you  an  opportunity  to  know  the  people  and  condition 
of  tho  State? 
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Amiccr.  I  am  a  lawyer  by  profession  ;  I  have  held  a  few  local  couuty  offices.  My  law 
license  is  dated  in  1845,  and  I  have  continually  practiced  law  there,  now  about  tweuty- 
eix  years.  During  the  time  I  was  a  law  student  and  in  a  law  office  I  was  clerk  and 
master  of  the  court  in  Haywood  County,  and  when  I  had  got  my  license  and  had  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  my  profession  I  was  couuty  solicitor  for  a  few  years  of  one  of  the 
counties  of  the  circuit  in  which  I  practiced.  I  was  continually  in  practice  up  to  1861, 
when  the  war  broke  out,  and  was  then  elected  a  member  of  the  State  convention  of 
North  CaroUna  of  1861,  and  I  was  elected  by  that  convention  a  niember  of  the  con- 
federate provisional  congress.  I  served  in  the  confederate  congress  until  the  spring 
of  1864.  Since  the  war  I  have  been  continuously  engaged  in  my  profession,  and  noth- 
ing else  ;  I  have  held  no  oflfice  since  then. 

Question.  Through  what  portions  of  the  State  does  your  professional  duties  take  yon? 

Answer.  My  circuit  comjirises  the  entire  twelfth  judicial  circuit,  and  a  part  of  the 
eleventh  circuit. 

Question.  Embracing  what  counties  ? 

Ansuei:  The  twelfth  district  is  composed  of  the  counties  of  Cherokee,  Clay,  Macon, 
Jackson,  Haywood,  Transylvania,  and  Henderson,  seven  counties.  I  also  practice  in 
two  counties  of  the  eleventh  district,  Buncombe  and  Madison,  and  sometimes  in  Yancey 
County.    About  ten  counties  comprise  my  circuit. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  any  reliable  information,  of  outrages  committed 
in  either  of  those  counties  upon  jiersons  or  property  by  alleged  secret  organizations  ? 

Anstrer.  I  do  not  know  of  any.     I  have  no  knowledge  of  them  at  all. 

Question.  Have  you  information  upon  which  you  base  a  belief  of  such  outrages  hav- 
ing been  conmiitted  in  either  of  those  counties  ? 

Answer.  That  would  be  bare  opinion.  I  have  heard  of  local  difficulties  in  neighbor- 
hoods. But  my  information,  so  far  as  it  goes,  is  that  there  is  no  secret  organization  in 
that  part  of  the  State  whose  jiurpose  it  is  to  violate  the  law.  I  have  heard  of  one  or 
two  difficulties.  1  will  mention  one.  There  was  a  dilhculty  in  one  neighborhood,  in 
the  eleventh  circuit,  out  of  which  grew  some  personal  altercations.  But  I  do  not 
know  about  the  facts.  It  is  strenuously  alleged  on  one  side  and  denied  on  the  other 
that  there  is  a  secret  i)olitical  organization.  I  know  nothing  about  it  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

Question.  Have  you  had  before  you  in  any  manner  sufficient  evidence  to  satisfy  your 
mind  whether  there  does  or  does  not  exist  a  secret  organization  popularly  known  as 
the  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  have  had  nothing  before  me  of  that  kind.  I  have  never  been  approached 
by  a  single  man  in  any  way  connected  with  it.  I  have  had  no  legal  investigation  in 
regard  to  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  belief  on  the  subject  as  to  whether  such  an  organization 
does  or  does  not  exist  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  I  have. 

Question.  What  is  it  ? 

Ansica:  My  opinion  is  this :  from  what  I  can  learn,  I  do  not  think  such  an  organiza- 
tion exists  in  the  State,  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge  ;  I  think  there  are  political  organiza- 
tions there,  but  I  do  not  think  they  are  of  tliat  peculiar  cast :  that  has  been  my  opinion. 

Question.  If  you  have  any  information,  of  a  sufficiently  reliable  character  for  you  to 
base  a  belief  upon,  of  the  existence  of  any  secret  political  organization,  let  it  be  what 
it  may,  the  purposes  or  operations  of  which  liave  been  calculated  to  interfere  with  the 
security  of  person  and  property,  state  to  us  fully  what  it  is. 

Ansice):  I  do  not  think  it  goes  so  far  as  to  affect  the  rights  of  person  and  x>ropert.y. 
I  know,  or  at  least  that  has  been  my  information,  that  on  both  sides  of  the  question 
there  have  been  political  organizations  ;  on  the  one  side  the  Union  League,  and  on  the 
other  side  an  organization  to  counteract  the  Union  League.  1  have  understood  that 
in  the  county  of  Haywood  there  have  been  political  clubs,  as  they  term  them,  but  I 
have  never  heard,  nor  do  I  believe,  that  there  is  any  political  organization  there  that 
appears  in  disguises  or  does  anything  to  affect  the  rights  of  person  or  property. 

Question.  Y'ou  make  that  statement  as  api)licable  to  the  twelfth  jiulicial  district  and 
the  portion  of  the  eleventh  district  in  whicli  you  practice  your  profession  ? 

An.9wcr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  upon  the  subject  extending  to  other  portions  of 
the  State  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  but  general  rumor,  growing  out  of  affairs  in  the  State,  as  well  . 
stated  in  the  record  perhaps  as  I  can  state  it.     I  have  heard  of  outrages  committed  in 
Alamance  and  Caswell  Counties,  but  I  know  nothing  about  tb      .    They  undertake,  on 
the  one  side,  to  account  for  those  calamities  there  and  to  excuse  them  by  sayino-  that 
there  is  good  cause  for  them  ;  but  I  know  nothing  of  them  myself. 

Question.  In  reference  to  those  counties  in  which  it  is  alleged  these  outrages  have 
occurred,  is  there  any  division  of  political  sentiment  iu  reference  to  upholding  or  con- 
demning them?  If  so,  tell  us  what  the  division  of  sentiment  is. 

^ns.v.r.  Do  you  mean  that  those  difficulties  grow  out  of  political  opinion  ? 
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QueMion.  Do  they  assume  a  partizan  aspect  ?  If  so,  tell  us  upon  wLich  side  the  par- 
ties arrauge  themselves. 

Answer.  I  do  uot  know  that  my  opinion  upon  that  point  would  he  worth  anything. 
My  information  is,  that  what  is  called  the  Ku-Klus  Khm  is  a  political  organization  as 
co'utradistiuguished  from  the  Union  League.  They  oppose  themselves  to  each  other  ; 
tliat  has  been  my  understanding  of  it.  The  Union  Leagues  are  what  are  termed  the 
radicals,  and  the  others  are  of  the  opj)Osite  party,  whatever  you  term  them.  That  is 
my  understanding  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  sufHcient  knowledge  of  either  of  those  organizations,  or  of  both 
of  them,  to  tell  us  your  belief  of  the  i)urpose'<  of  each  aud  their  modes  of  operation  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  particuhvr  knowledge.  The  Union  League,  as  I  understand  it,  is 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  their  peculiar  political  ideas.  Its  purpose  is  to  organ- 
ize for  the  purpose  of  concentrating  their  strength  at  the  polls;  and  I  have  understood 
that  the  Ku-Klux  is  an  organization  opposed  to  the  Union  Ijcague,  for  the  jjurpose  of 
carrying  (mt  their  political  views ;  that  is  wliat  I  have  understood. 

(Jitcsfton.  Have  yon,  in  any  instance,  understood  that  the  purposes  of  the  Union 
League  have  been  sought  to  be  accomjjlished  by  violence  or  wrong  inflicted  upon  their 
opponents? 

Answer.  1  have  never  heard  anything  of  the  kind.  I  have  no  knowledge  that  such 
has  been  their  ])nrpose. 

Question.  Have  you  imderstood  that  what  is  ])opularly  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  have 
in  any  instance  sought  to  accomplish  their  i)urposes  by  outrages  aud  wrongs  upon  their 
opponents'? 

Answer.  I  have  understood,  from  the  rumors  which  have  been  circidat^^d,  that  such 
has  l)een  the  fact ;  that  there  has  been  some  violence  on  their  part,  some  disguises,  &c.; 
but  I  know  nothing  of  it  myself. 

Qurstion.  Have  these  outrages  produced  any  division  of  sentiment  between  parties  in 
regard  to  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  a  division  of  sentiment,  of  course.  I  do  not  want  to  be 
understood  as  saying  that  I  regard  the  Kn-Klnx  Klan,  if  any  such  organization  is  in 
existence,  as  comi)risiiig  the  oi)i)osing  political  sentiment  to  the  Union  Leagues;  it 
conipris(!s  oidy  a  portion  of  it.  I  <lo  not  think  that  organization  is  by  any  means  to 
be  regarded  as  the  representative  idea  of  the  opposition  to  the  Union  Leagues  in  that 
State;  1  think  itis  but  a  fragment  or  a  fraction  of  it. 

Question.  Our  desire  here  is  to  get  'it  all  the  iacts  that  bear  upon  the  security  of 
persons  and  i>ro])erty  in  (he  South.  Do  these  wnuigs,  which  it  is  alleged  have  been 
perpetrated  by  the  Jvu  Klux  organization,  receive  any  connteuance  and  support  from 
the  leading  men  and  newsjiapers  of  the  conservative  i)arty? 

Answer.  1  think  not ;  that  is  my  opinion.  I  think  all  the  reliable  men,  who  have  at 
heart  the  good  of  the  State  and  the  peace  and  order  of  society,  do  not  give  that  Ku- 
Klnx  organization  auy  encouragement  whatever;  that  is,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends. 

Question.  Have  they  given  aid  and  encouragement  to  eflforts  to  bring  them  to  justice? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  the  desire  of  the  best  part  of  the  connnnuity  to  bring  them  to 
justice  and  to  enlbrce  the  laws. 

Question.  Have  you  been  in  auy  of  the  counties  where  these  outrages  have  been 
committed  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  have  passed  through  them;  I  have  a  great  many  acquaintances  in  those 
counties;  but  I  do  not  profess  to  state  my  own  knowledge  of  the  matter. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  of  any  of  that  organization  having  been  arrested 
and  convicted? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  or  have  not.  I  have  heard  of  some  convictions 
down  in  tiiose  cdunties,  bnt  I  do  not  know  anytlung  about  the  facts. 

Que>iliou.  Where  proseeutions  hav(^  grown  out  of  these  alleged  outrages,  have  you 
sullieient  knowledge  of  the  proceedings  in  the  courts  to  be.  able  to  say  whether  there 
has  been  any  obstruction  of  the  administration  of  justice  growing  out  of  this  organi- 
zation? 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  from  my  observation  that  there  is  nothing  of  that  kind  in  the 
two  circuits  where  I  practice.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  in  criminal  prac- 
tice; I  will  state  as  a  matter  of  information,  and  in  order  to  give  the  committee  au 
i(le;i  of  my  cruninal  praetiee,  that  IVom  Id")')  until  now  I  have  defended  in  the 
conrts  from  tilteen  to  twenty  persons  charged  with  cai)ital  felonies. 

Questiou.  In  all  cases  in  your  courts,  whether  civil  ov  criminal,  that  do  not  partake 
of  any  pnlitieal  feeling  or  character,  is  there  auy  dilhculty  in  obtaining  justice  between 
man  and  man  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Qiteslion.  Does  that  remark  ai^idy  to  the  whole  State? 

.Insirer.  To  my  circuit.  There  is  no  complaint  in  my  part  of  the  State.  We  have 
local  i)ers()nal  fends,  Imt  I  do  not  think  they  are  more  conunon  there  now  than  they 
havebeeu  i:i  years  gone  by.    lam  satisliedof  one  fact,  that  in  the  mountain  region  of  the 
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State,  west  of  tlie  Bine  Eidge,  political  excitement  is  not  so  great  now  as  it  lias  been 
in  years  gone  by ;  it  is  not  half  as  great  as  it  was  iu  1840 ;  it  is  not  equal  to  the  excite- 
ment in  1844.  It  seems  to  me  that  our  people  have  been  scrupulously  careful,  since 
the  war,  on  account  of  the  sensitiveness  of  the  community,  growing  out  of  the  feelings 
created  by  the  war.  I  refer  to  the  better  portion  of  the  community.  There  is  a  float- 
ing population,  spread  out  more  or  less  all  over  the  State,  who  are  irresponsible  and 
demoralized  in  consequence  of  the  war,  whose  acts  have  produced  some  quivering  in 
the  public  pulse. 

Qucsiion.  Is  there  in  North  Carolina  any  oi-ganized  opposition  to  the  execution  of  the 
reconstruction  acts  ? 
A)iswer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Is  there  any  disposition  or  desire  to  deprive  the  colored  peoi^le  of  the  State 
of  any  of  the  rights  to  which  they  are  now  entitled  uuder  the  constitutional  amend- 
ments ? 
Answer.  Not  in  my  section  of  the  State. 
Question.  In  the  State  at  large? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  That  is  nierely  my  opinion.  I  think  those  who  are  opposed  to 
what  we  call  the  radical  party  there  are  not  ox)posed  to  allowing  what  has  been  allowed 
by  the  Constitution  to  the  colored  people. 

Question.  You  have  stated  a  fact  upon  which  I  will  base  a  question,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  your  personal  history,  but  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information 
on  another  point.     You  have  stated  that  you  were  a  member  of  the  State  convention 
of  North  Carolina  in  1861  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  in  that  conventiou  vote  for  or  against  the  secession  of  your  State  ? 
Answer.  I  voted  for  secession.  * 

Question..  Judging  Irom  your  knowledge  of  the  state  of  public  sentiment  iu  the  State 
at  this  time,  were  the  same  question  agaiu  to  arise  is  it  your  belief  that  those  who  were 
in  favor  of  secession  in  1861  would  agaiu  take  that  position  in  reference  to  the  United 
States  ? 

Answer.  It  would  be  very  hard  to  answer  that  qiiestion.  I  could  not  say  that  they 
would  or  would  not  do  so.  Allow  me  to  make  a  preliminary  statement  as  to  my 
condition  iu  that  matter.  Our  State  had  voted  against  secession  in  February,  18G1.  It 
refused  to  secede  nutil  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  and  jierhaps  Tennessee,  had  seceded. 
Then  Ihe  legislature  of  the  State  called  a  convention.  I  think  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  convention,  in  1861,  when  they  assembled  were  opjiosed,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  secession.  The  secession  of  our  State  grew  more  out  of  circumstances,  out  of  the 
geographical  position  of  the  State  and  its  surroundings,  than  it  did  out  of  the  intrinsic 
merits  of  the  question.  I  think  that  secession  was  then  attributable  more  to  the  geo- 
graphical position  of  the  State  than  to  the  public  sentiment.  We  were  cut  off  from  the 
Federal  Government,  with  violent  surroundings  all  about  us.  A  state  of  circumstances 
might  be  brought  about  again — I  do  not  apxjrehend  it ;  nobody  contemjilates  it — that 
might  lead  to  the  same  result. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Is  there  anything  of  that  sentiment  now  exhibited  in  the  spontaneous  dis- 
cussions of  the  peojile  1 
Answer.  ( )ur  people  are  very  far  from  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  those  of  the  people  who  in  1861  advocated  secession  now  yield  that 
right,  or  do  they  still  maintain  it? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  think  the  question  is  discussed  at  all,  pro  or  con.  It  is  given  up  as 
a  fixed  fact  that  that  question  has  been  settled  by  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword,  and 
nobody  insists  upon  it  now. 

Question.  Is  there  a  public  sentiment  on  that  question  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  What  is  it  ? 

Answer.  It  is  that  the  established  doctrine  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
that  the  States  have  no  right  to  secede,  and  that  they  should  not  insist  upon  it. 

Question.  You  view  it  iu  that  light  yourself  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  never  was  in  favor  of  the  abstract  doctrine  of  secession.  I  did 
not  maintain  that  at  all. 

Question.  I  have  put  these  questions  not  merely  to  ascertain  your  personal  opinion 
upon  the  matter,  but  to  get  at  the  public  sentiment  on  the  question. 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  understand  that ;  I  think  that  is  the  public  sentiment. 

Question.  Is  there  any  apprehension,  such  as  would  probably  lead  to  a  disturbance  of 
the  public  security  of  JS^orth  Carolina,  that  the  present  legislature  of  the  State  will  in- 
terfere with  the  rights  of  any  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  uuder  the  constitu- 
fcioual  amendments  or  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir  ;  tliere  is  no  apprehension  of  that  kind ;  and  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  disposition  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  The  pi'esent  eftbrt  in  North  Carolina  is  to 
reo-nlate  onr  own  local  affairs.  The  constitution  that  has  heen  adopted  there  is  un- 
suited  to  our  people,  scattered  sparsely  over  a  large  extent  of  territory.  We  regard 
it  rather  as  a  commercial  constitution  and  unsuited  to  us.  If  I  know  anything  about 
the  sentiment  there,  and  I  think  I  do  know  something  about  it,  it  is  in  favor  of  remod- 
eling our  State  constitution  so  "as  to  make  it  better  suited  to  our  people,  observing 
strictly  and  carefully  all  the  reconstruction  acts,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  as  it  now  stands. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  I  will  ask  you  whether  the  law  lately  passed  authorizing  the  calling  of  a 
convention,  does  not  expressly  reserve  to  the  people  of  every  color  and  class  all  their 

rights  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  does. 

By  Mr.  Nye  :      ^ 
Question.  Docs  the  ])reseut  constitution  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  prescribe  the 
manner  in  which  a  convention  may  be  called? 
A7i8uer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Ciiathmax: 

Question.  Did  the  vote  of  the  present  legislature  providing  for  calling  a  constitu- 
tional convention  amount  to  two-thirds  of  each  branch? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  required  by  the  i)resent  constitution  ? 

Answer.  The  friends  of  the  proposition  to  submit  the  question  to  the  people  allege 
that  the  limitation  in  the  constitution  is  upon  the  power  of  the  leojislatnrc  to  call  a 
convention,  but  that  there  is  no  such  limitation  upon  the  jiower  of  the  people.  The 
limitation  is  that  two-thirds  of  eadi  house  of  the  Ifgislature  shall  be  required  to  order 
a  convention;  wiiereas  a  simjile  majority  of  the  legislature  can  submit  to  the  people 
the  question  whether  they  will  call  a  convention  or  not.  It  is  held  that  there  is  no 
limitation  ujion  the  ])ow(r  of  the  people. 

Question.  You  refer  to  (he  thirteenth  article  of  the  present  constitution  of  the  State? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  is  it. 

Question.  The  constitution  says:  "No convention  of  rhe  people  shall  be  called  by  the 
general  assembly  unless  by  (hi;  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  mend.)ers  of  each 
house  of  the  general  assemiily."  Yonsay  the  gronndis  taken  that  the  general  as.sendjly 
may,  by  less  than  a  two-third  vote,  submit  to  the  people  the  question  whether  they, 
thcpeople,  will  call  a  convention? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  the  constitution  limits  the  power  of  the  legislature,  not  the 
Ijower  of  the  peojjle. 

Question.  Is  it  because  of  that  convention  that  some  apprehension  has  arisen  in  the 
States  ? 

Ansu-er.  1  think  not.  That  is  a  new  question  that  has  been  agitated  since  tho 
a83end)ling  of  the  legislature ;  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  election  last  August. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  that  some  of  tho  people  consider  the  present  constitution  unsuited 
to  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  that  constitution  prescribe  a  registration  law  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  exactly  how  that  is;  I  know  we  have  legislation 
upon  that  subject.  I  sui)i)ose  the  constitution  i)rovi(led  for  a  registration  law, 
and  tho  legislature  sui)plied  the  maehiiu'ry.  I  do  not  know  now;  I  do  not  re- 
member what  the  constitution  does  say  about  the  registration  of  voters  ;  I  know  wo 
hav(>  a  very  complicated  registration  law.  Tiie  township  system  was  adopted  in  our 
constitution,  and  our  jjcople  do  not  yet  know  how  to  work  it  readily;  it  is  so  new  to 
us.  It  has  been  our  custom  for  a  man  to  vote  in  any  precinct  he  chose  in  tho  county. 
Under  our  present  registration  law,  a  man,  in  order  to  vote  in  another  township  in  his 
county,  must  get  a  transfer  certilicate  ot  his  registration,  and  not  being  accustomed  to 
that,  SDUie  have  lost  their  votes  in  consequence  of  failing  to  get  a  rejristration  transfer 
certilicate.  That  has  produced  some  little  complaint  on  the  part  of  men  who  were  fa- 
miliar with  the  old  plan. 

Question.  Is  there  any  authority  given  to  the  governor  of  the  State,  by  the  con- 
stitution, to  reject  the  votes  of  counties,  or  anything  of  that  sort? 

Answer.  1  tli'iidv  not.  I  think  that  so  far  as  the  constitution  is  concerned,  and  per- 
haps the  laws,  the  ballot  is  free.  It  is  sonn«what  complicated,  but  I  think  there  is  no 
restraining  jiower  over  the  ballot.  There  is  one  objection  to  the  present  system, 
-which  our  people  comi)lain  of  a  little.  Our  old  rule  was  to  challenge  at  tho  polls.  If 
a  mau  came  to  the  polls  to  vot",  who  was  supposed  to  be  disqualilicd  from  voting,  he 
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was  challenged  then  and  there.  But  our  present  registration  law  forhids  that ;  it  holds 
that  the  right  to  vote  is  a  preliminary  question  to  he  de'cided  hy  the  registrar,  and  pro- 
hibits any  challenging  at  the  polls. 

Question.  Are  the  registrars  appointed  hy  the  goveraor  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  they  are  appointed  by  the  commissioners  of  each  county. 

Question.  Are  the  county  commissioners  appointed  by  the  governor  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  they  are  elected  by  the  peojile  of  the  county.  For  the  first  registra- 
tion under  the  new  constitution,  either  the  governor  or  General  Canby  appointed  the 
registrars  ;  afterwards,  when  the  general  election  came  to  be  held,  county  commission- 
ers were  elected,  whose  dutj  it  was  to  appoint  the  registrars. 

Question.  Does  the  governor  ever  exercise  the  power  of  rejecting  the  votes  of  an  en- 
tire county  in  any  election  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  not ;  I  think  no  such  thing  has  occurred  in  our  State.  I  do  not 
think  the  governor  has  any  such  power ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  power  on  his  part. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  it  is  proposed  to  amend  your  State  con- 
stitution so  as  to  make  it  conform  more  to  the  convenience  and  habits  of  the  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  nothing  else. 

Question.  Is  it  contemplated  in  any  way  to  affect  the  political  rights  of  any  man  in 
your  State  ? 

Ansiver   I  think  not. 

Question.  To  diminish  the  rights  of  no  one? 

Answer.  That  is  the  view  I  have  always  taken  of  it ;  perhaps  I  am  over-confident.  I 
think  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  State  is  not  to  interfere  with  the  settled  condi- 
tion of  things  under  the  reconstruction  acts;  I  think  if  there  is  anything  in  the  world 
which  our  people  desire  it  is  quiet.  There  are  bad  men  all  over  the  country.  We  have 
had  a  great  deal  of  trouble;  but  I  think  no  more  than  perha^js  might  have  been  ex- 
pected under  similar  cii'cumstauces  anywhere. 

By  Mr.  Nye: 

Question.  Has  there  been  in  your  district  any  of  those  political  difficulties  out  of  which 
legal  i^rosecutions  have  arisen  ? 

Answer.  1  think  not ;  I  do  not  now  remember  one.  We  have  had  jjolitical  fights 
there.     I  have  defended  a  dozen  ou  each  side,  I  reckon. 

Question.  Then  there  have  been  prosecutions  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  not  exactly  growing  out  of  political  difficulties.  Opposing  par- 
ties in  politics  have  fonght — have  had  bloody  eucduuters.  Bnt  those  difficulties  have 
not  grown  out  of  these  political  organizations.  They  are  not  the  representatives  of 
political  sentiments,  but  of  individual  personal  feuds. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  having  defended  a  great  number  of  criminals  in  capital 
cases;  were  they  of  both  political  ]3arties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  defended  colored  persons  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  very  often  been  assigned  to  defend  colored  persons.  Con- 
sidering that  our  colored  people  were  set  free  suddenly,  and  thrown  out  of  employment, 
and  thrown  upon  the  community  without  property  and  without  homes,  placed  in  a 
condition  that  was  strange  to  them  and  to  all  of  us,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
they  did  not  always  have  a  very  wise  conception  of  the  new  state  of  things.  They 
were,  as  you  might  say,  intoxicated  with  their  new  freedom,  and  got  iuto  a  great  many 
difficulties.  But  our  courts  are  always  very  careful  to  see  that  they  are  defended  in 
the  courts,  as  they  are  not  generally  able  to  employ  counsel  for  themselves.  I  will 
refer  to  one  case  where  I  was  assigned  to  defend  a  colored  man  Avho  was  charged  with 
theft.  Ho  told  me,  as  his  counsel,  that  lie  was  willing  to  go  into  court,  acknowledge  his 
guilt,  be  whipped,  and  go  home.  I  told  him  that  whipping  now  was  not  what  it  used 
to  be  in  old  times,  when  he  belonged  to  a  master;  that  there  was  a  degree  of  disgrace 
attached  now  to  a  public  whipping  that  was  uot  attached  to  the  whippings  ho  received 
from  his  master.  I  told  him  tliat  he  better  uot  be  whipped  if  it  could  be  )iel[)ed.  And 
I  put  his  defense  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  appreciate  at  all  the  infamy  of  a  con- 
viction, and  appealed  to  the  coiut  to  pronounce  no  judgment  iipon  him  ou  that  account. 
And  judgment  was  suspended ;  he  was  not  punished  at  all,  although  there  Avas  no  doubt 
about  his  guilt.  But  his  idea  seemed  to  be  that  it  was  all  right  for  him  to  take  any 
little  thing,  receive  his  whipping  for  it,  and  go  free.  There  is  a  condition  of  things  in 
North  Carolina  growing  out  of  such  ideas  as  that.     These  people  are  very  improvident. 

Question.  You  say  these  people  arc  mostly'  colored? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  they  deserve  the  sympathj'  of  the  entire  community,  and  I  think 
the  good  people  of  the  county  give  it  to  them.  There  is  a  bad  class  who  run  riot  over 
any  one;  not  for  any  private  gain,  out  simply  because  they  like  to  run  rough-shod  over 
any  one,  without  regard  to  class. 
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Question.  lu  respect  to  these  leagues  of  -svliich  you  have  spoken,  are  the  colored  men 
generall5'  members  of  it  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  umlerstauding. 

Question.  Heve  you  ever  heard  of  any  iutimidatiou  by  these  leagues  of  the  colored 
men  ? 

Ansiccr.  I  have  ouly  heard  of  one  instance.  I  have  understood  that  to  be  the  gene- 
ral idea,  but  I  do  not  know  it — that  there  is  a  system  of  tyraunj'  exercised  by  them 
toward  their  colored  brethren  who  vote  outside  of  their  leagues.  We  have  had  some 
little  troubhi  of  that  kind,  not  much. 

Question.  Have  the  elections  been  orderly  and  quiet  ? 

Answer.  Remarkably  orderly,  with  one  exception. 

Queslion.  To  what  do  you  refer  ? 

Ansivcr.  I  refer  to  a  riot  or  mob  at  Asheville,  at  the  presidential  election  in  1868. 

Question.  Was  it  any  more  than  a  usual  disturbance  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  amounted  to  a  little  more  than  that — to  a  serious  fight.  I  was 
not  present.  Tlie  i)arties  wen;  indicted,  Ijut  there  was  a  compromi.se.  It  was  thought 
better  on  both  political  sides  for  the  peace  of  society  not  to  pray  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  but  to  let  the  parties  be  reco  uciled  by  the  payment  of  the  costs  of  the  court. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  1  understand  you  to  say  that  you  are  not  aware  of  any  apprehension 
existing  in  any  portion  of  the  State  as  to  personal  wrong,  violence,  or  interlereucc  with 
political  rights f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  wlien  I  speak  that  way,  I  refer  to  the  general  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, as  to  the  riglits  of  the  Goverinneut  and  the  observance  of  the  Constitution.  1.  will 
not  undertake  to  say  but  that  there  may  be  cases,  or  that  there  may  be  associations 
that  do  not  intend  that  parties  shall  be  free  at  the  polls.     I  do  not  kuDW  how  tliat  is. 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  actual  existence  of  a  state  of  things,  but  1  ask  if 
you  an;  aware  of  a  tt'ttled  apprehension  in  any  part  of  the  State  of  inteil'ercncii  with 
personal  riglita  or  political  i)rivileges? 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  there  is  a  settled  purpose  to  do  that  thing;  there  may  be 
individual  cases. 

Question.  You  misapprehend  the  question.  I  am  not  asking  for  your  oi)iniou  as  to 
the  existence  of  any  organization  that  intends  to  do  it.  but  is  there  a  settled  appre- 
hension in  any  portion  of  the  8tat(!  that  there  is  such  an  (U-ganization  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  that  may  be  pretty  hard  to  answer.  Tlu-re  may  be  apprehensions  on 
the  part  of  some. 

Quistion.  If  there  be  such  apprehensions,  to  what  do  you  trace  them? 

Answer.  I  trace  them  simi)ly  to  designing  nu;n  who  want  ])lace,  and  will  make  any 
bugbear  to  scare  jieople.  I  tliink  there  is  great  hankering  for  office,  and  tlu;  othce- 
scekers  will  make  any  impression  to  scare  i)eople  away.  There  is  ^  great  deal  of  that 
in  our  country. 

Question.  Do  yon,  then,  attribute  the  disorders  which  have  occurred  in  various  portions 
of  tlm  State  to  the  designs  of  those  whom  you  term  office-seekers  on  both  sides? 

Answer.  Wt'll,  sir,  we  have  this  class  of  men  there,  and  I  think  there  are  good  peo- 
ple who,  ix'rhaps,  might  entertain  fears  on  tliis  subject — that  there  may  be  some  bad 
result  following  this  political  organization  ;  but  I  thiidv  they  grow  out  of  the  fact  that 
men  say,  for  instance  :  "  You  nuist  not  do  this  thing  ;  you  must  not  carry  this  i>roject 
too  far;  you  nnist  not  go  to  the  ballot-box  with  it,  because  it  will  produce  another 
war."     I  think  there  is  too  much  of  that  sort  of  thing. 

Question.  Did  you  read  the  ])roceedings,  as  published,  in  regard  to  the  hanging  of  a 
man  mimed  Outlaw  in  Alamance  County  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  opinion,  alter  having  read  what  wa,s  published  about  it,  as  to 
whether  or  not  it  was  done  by  a  secret  organization  ? 

Answer.  That  seems  to  have  been  the  current  opinion — that  there  was  an  organization 
there  that  executed  that  man.  It  was  condennied  by  all  good  men.  That  execution 
struck  a  good  ileal  of  terror  in  the  community,  I  admit. 

Question.  It  is  to  that  ])oiut  I  call  your  attention.  Conceding  that  an  apprehension 
exists  in  that  connuunity  growing  out  of  such  an  occurrence  as  that,  what  remedy  can 
you  suggest  to  restore  conlidenci^  and  peace  in  the  community  ? 

Answer,  ^^'ell,  sir,  that  is  a  very  dilhcult  (piestion  ;  we  all  have  our  individual  opin- 
ions about  that. 

Question.  They  may  be  valuable  to  us  as  a  connnittee. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  notion  is  that  the  condition  of  our  State  is  not  worse  than 
might  b(^  expecti'd  growing  out  of  the  I'earful  conlliet  we  hav<'  had,  and  that,  if  the 
law  is  rigidly  enforced,  and  we  were  let  alone,  the  diiliculties  would  be  removed  in  a 
short  time.  Let  there  be  contidenee  created  in  the  minds  of  the  ]>eo])le  that  there  is  a 
fostering  care  on  the  i)artof  the  State  and  General  Governnu-nt  toward  all  the  pcojde, 
and  a  kindness  manifested  toward  them  that  they  have  a  right  to  expect.  I  think 
the  diiliculties  amount  to  nothing  but  State  political  excitement. 
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Question.  Have  you  been  a  candidate  since  the  war  for  any  public  position  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  was  a  candidate  for  judjre  of  the  district  where  1  lived,  at  the  time 
of  the  election,  when  the  State  constitution  was  adopted. 

Question.  At  that  time  were  you  in  favor  of,  or  opijosed  to,  the  adoption  of  the  State 
constitution  ? 

Answer.  I  was  oiiposed  to  it. 

Question.  At  that  election  was  it  not  an  issue  as  to  whether  the  State  would  or  would 
not  acquiesce  in  the  reconstruction  measures  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  a  foregone  conclusion,  that  the  State  must  acquiesce  ;  but 
the  constitution  was  objectionable  in  many  of  its  features.  I  think  it  was  pretty  well 
settled  that  the  negro  must  have  the  ballot,  and  must  be  put  on  an  equality  before 
the  law  with  the  white  man. 

Question.  You  considered  that  question  as  at  rest  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  so.     I  know  there  is  no  disposition  to  disturb  it  now. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qustion.  What  is  the  public  debt  of  your  State  now  ? 

Answer.  I  cau  only  approximate  it.  It  has  been  variously  stated.  It  was  about 
forty-four  million  dollars  until  the  supreme  court  cut  off  some  ten  or  twelve  miUious, 
reducing  it  to  about  thirty-one  to  thirty-five  millions. 

Qaestion.  How  much  was  it  at  the  end  of  the  war  ? 

Answer.  It  was  about  $12,000,000,  and  the  accumulated  interest,  making  in  all  about 
$15,000,000. 

Question.  All  the  rest  has  been  added  since  ? 

Answer.  In  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

Question.  Is  not  that  fact  one  which  gives  your  people  a  great  deal  of  apprehension  ? 

Answer.  It  produces  a  great  deal  of  disquiet. 

Question.  Is  not  that  fact  calculated  to  cause  more  disquiet  than  almost  anything 
else  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  we  have  lost  almost  all  hope  of  trying  to  do  anything  under  this 
disaster.  The  legislature  of  North  Caroliua  appropriated  $G,GGG,OUO  lor  the  W(;steru 
North  Carolina  Railroad,  and  the  road  has  not  realized  $200,000,  so  that  there  has  been 
an  increase  of  the  debt  on  account  of  that  road  of  nearly  $7,000,000. 

Question.  How  did  it  happen  that  it  did  not  realize  but  that  amount  ? 

Answer.  Because  the  ofhcers  of  the  comx^auy  have  got  the  money,  and  we  cannot  get 
at  them. 

Question.  Who  are  the  officers  of  the  company  ? 

Ansivcr.  General  Littlefield  is  president. 

Question.  Is  he  a  native  of  North  Caroliua? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  think  he  is  an  Ohio  or  Illinois  man.  He  came  there  after  the  war. 
The  first  president,  George  W.  Swepson,  is  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  I  believe.  That 
is  the  way  we  have  been  treated  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  not  by  the  Federal 
Government,  however;  nobody  attributes  anything  to  the  National  Government. 

Question.  How  could  this  amount  of  bonds  of  the  State'have  got  into  the  hands  of 
General  Littlefield  without  the  connivance  of  the  governor? 

Answer.  Oli !  the  governor  knew  it ;  he  is  responsible  to  some  extent. 

Question.  How  was  the  rest  of  the  addition  to  the  State  debt  created? 

Answer.  By  appropriations  for  internal  improvements;  the  whole  api^ropriations 
amounted  to%ibout  $^0,000,000. 

Question.  It  was  not  all  for  the  Western  Railroad? 

Ansiccr.  No,  sir ;  for  various  railroad  schemes. 

Question.  Did  General  Littlefield  have  the  management  of  all  the  roads,  or  simply  of 
the  Western  road. 

Ansiver.  The  Western  Railroad. 

Question.  Who  were  the  other  parties  engaged  in  it  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  director  of  the  Western  Railroad.  The  history  of  it  is  this:  Yoii  re- 
member a  great  disaster  happened  to  North  Carolina  bonds  in  New  York.  After  being 
oftered  so  I'reelj',  they  went  down  very  rapidly.  Mr.  Swepson  sold  about  hnlf  of  them, 
I  understand.  He  then  took  a  large  amount  of  our  funds,  and  went  and  bought 
Florida  railroad  bonds,  and  turned  everything  over  to  General  Littlefield.  These 
were  first  mortgage  bonds,  I  think,  of  the  Jacksonville  Raikoad  ;  they  exchanged  them 
with  the  State  of  Florida  for  State  bonds,  and  th(-se  they  have  been  negotiating  in 
Europe.  General  Littlefield  has  just  returned  from  Europe,  and  all  our  uioucj'  has  gone 
into  the  Florida  Railroad,  so  that  we  have  got  nothing,  while  they  have  got  a  road  in 
Florida  which  is  covered  with  mortgages,  and  we  cannot  reach  it. 

Question.  Is  this  the  same  General  Littlefield  for  whom  the  authorities  of  your  State 
has  issued  a  proclamation  offering  a  reward  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  a  reward  of  i5,000.  The  matter  has  gone  very  far  to  dissatisfy  our 
people.     Ihe  whole  conduct  of  the  legislature  has  much  to  do  with  it. 

Question.    What  other  railroads  were  there  approj)riations  made  for  ? 
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Answer.  There  was  an  appropriation  for  the  Western  Railroad  of  $2,000,000.  I  do 
not  think  they  have  done  very  little  work. 

Question.  Which  is  the  road  that  Judge  Henry  is  president  of? 

Anstoer.  The  eastern  division  of  the  Western  road ;  that  is  another  road.  Judge 
Henry  belonged  to  a  commission  with  Mi-.  Woodfiu  to  institute  proceedings  against  the 
men  who  had  got  our  State  bonds.  He  is  a  director  of  the  eastern  division ;  I  am  a 
director  of  the  westei'n  division. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  these  bonds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  various  roads  by  an  act  of 
the  legislature,  and  actually  delivered  in  puisuance  of  that  act? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  State  became  a  corporator  to  the  extent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
capital  stock,  and  the  charter  provided  that  before  the  governor  should  issue  the  bonds 
it  should  be  certitied  to  him  that  the  stockholders  who  subscribed  the  other  one-third 
were  solvent  men,  and  good  for  the  amount  subscribed.  But  they  made  a  bogus  affair 
of  it.  I  do  not  know  how  they  did  it,  but  the  bonds  were  issued.  The  whole  capital 
stock  was  §10,000,000. 

Question.  Was  the  certificate  given  to  the  governor? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Woodtin,  the  chairman  of  the  commission,  says  he  cannot  find 
any  certificate. 

Question.  Does  that  apply  to  all  these  roads  or  to  the  one  of  which  you  are  a  director  ? 

Ansicer.  The  same  provision  ajiijlies  to  all  the  roads  for  which  apinopriations  were 
made  by  the  State. 

Question.  By  wliom  was  the  certificate  to  be  made? 

Answer.  The  language  of  the  statute  is,  "  It  shall  be  certified."  I  think  it  is  expected 
that  the  president  of  the  road  shall  make  the  certificate,  or  at  least  procure  it  to  be 
made. 

Question.  Was  there  such  a  certificate  made  of  the  road  of  which  you  are  a  director? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not. 

Question.  Did  you  get  the  bonds  ? 

Ansuer.  Our  president  got  them. 

Question.  Was  that  fact  known  to  the  directors? 

Answer.  It  was  known  that  he  got  them,  but  we  supposed  he  had  complied  with  the 
law. 

Question.  In  practice,  by  whom  were  the  certificates  to  be  made,  and  by  whom  were 
they  made? 

Answer.  The  law  does  not  say  by  whom,  but  in  practice  it  is  expected  that  the  presi- 
dent either  makes  or  procures  the  certificate  to  bo  made  by  some  one  cognizant  of  the 
fact,  so  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  ])resident  to  present  to  the  governor  the  certificate. 

Question.  Would  not  the  certificate  have  to  be  made  by  the  officers  who  have  charge 
of  the  corporation  and  of  the  subscription  both? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir,  there  is  no  obligation  on  the  directors  to  make  such  a  certifi- 
cate; they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  financial  matter,  in  fact,  of  the  road  at  all,  only 
to  superintend  the  construction  of  the  road.  They  were  not  at  the  capital;  they  were 
270  miles  away. 

Question.  Who  had  tlie  management  of  the  finances  if  the  directors  did  not? 

Ansicer.  The  <liie(tors  were  also  managers,  but  the  jn-esident  was  the  financial  agent. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  the  certificate  was  made  or  else  the  bonds  procured  with- 
out the  certificate,  and  then  that  the  bonds  were  put  in  the  market  without  your 
knowledge  of  the  fact  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do. 

Question.  Whose,  then,  is  the  fault,  if  there  is  any,  in  the  matt(a'? 

Answer.  In  the  first  ])lace,  the  legislation  was  loose,  not  well  guarded;  secondly,  the 
governor  was  careless  in  not  looking  into  the  matter  when  he  issued  the  bonds;  and 
thirdly,  the  bonds  were  never  submitted  to  the  directors  at  all,  but  were  taken  from 
Raleigh  to  New  Yoi-k.     Not  a  single  director  saw  oue  of  them. 

Question.  And  the  resnlt  is,  that  through  this  iminovidcnt  action  apprehension  exists 
in  the  State  of  bankruptcy  ? 

Aitswer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  the  governor  is  a  party  to  it.  He  really 
api)ears  to  have  been  more  negligent  than  culpable. 

By  Mr.  Rick  : 

Question.  Were  not  all  parties  at  the  time  this  legislation  took  place  in  favor  of  inter- 
nal improvements? 

Anstcer.  Yes.  sir;  I  think  there  was  no  j)arty  vote  in  these  a]))iropriations  generally, 
but  the  result  has  been  disaster  to  the  State,  in  the  management  of  certain  parties,  and 
that  has  produced  dissatisfaction.     Who  is  to  blame  about  it  1  cauuot  say. 

ByMr.  Blaiu: 

Question.  The  authorities  of  the  State  were  those  who  came  in  under  the  reconstruc- 
struction  acts"? 
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Answer.  It  was  the  legislature  that  came  in  under  those  acts. 

Question.  The  governor,  then,  was  the  same  man  who  is  governor  now  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  it  was  by  his  negligence,  you  say,  if  he  was  not  criminal  in  the  mat- 
ter, that  these  bonds  are  issued  to  the  extent  they  were  without  any  real  fouudation? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Woodfin,  who  was  appointed  on  the  special  commission  to 
investigate  the  matter,  informs  me  that  he  cannot  find  any  certihcate  on  file  from  any 
one  as  authority  for  issuing  the  bonds.  Judge  Henry  knows  about  that;  he  has  been  a, 
witness  here. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Qmstion.  How  much  of  the  Western  road  has  been  built  ? 

Answer.  About  20  miles  of  the  road  has  been  graded,  but  no  track  laid.  j 

Question.  And  the  bonds  have  all  been  issued  y  '■ 

Ansioer.  All  issued  and  gone. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Who  were  the  co-directors? 

Answer.  There  were  eight  radicals  appointed  by  the  governor,  and  then  there  were 
four  stockholders'  directors,  making  twelve  in  all. 

Question  What  are  their  names  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  list  of  them.  Mr.  Swepson  and  General  Littlefield  are  now  out. 
The  whole  thing  has  been  changed ;  they  have  turned  out  the  management ;  it  is  in 
different  hands. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Turned  it  out  after  the  obtaining  of  the  bonds  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  after  the  money  was  all  gone.  There  was  Major  Rollins,  Senator 
Abbott,  Mr.  Swepson,  General  Littlefield,  A.  H.  Jones,  of  the  House  ;  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Dickie,  Mr.  Ammon,  General  R.  N.  Henry,  General  Clingman,  myself,  J.  H. 
Meuemau,  and  one  more  that  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Who  were  the  four  elected  by  the  stockholders? 

Answer.  They  were  General  Clingman,  a  Mr.  Meneman,  I  think,  myself,  and  one 
whose  name  I  do  not  remember. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Who  received  the  subscriptions  ? 

Answer.  There  were  general  commissioners  appointed  by  the  legislature;  they  took 
the  subscriptions,  and  turned  the  books  over  to  the  stockholders'  meeting.  The  com- 
missioners collected  5  per  cent.,  and  the  president,  Mr.  Swepson,  reported  that  the  5 
lier  cent,  was  paid  in  on  303  shares,  I  believe,  which  made  an  organization  out  of  it ;  and 
afterward  the  books  were  transferred  to  Raleigh,  where  the  balance  of  the  stock  was 
taken  up.    It  was  a  large  amount  that  was  taken  at  Raleigh — nearly  $3,000,000. 

Question.  How  was  the  president  elected  ? 

A)iswer.  By  the  directors. 

By  Mr.  Bi^viR : 

Question.  Is  there  not  to  be  a  very  large  expenditure  for  other  purposes  by  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  in  adddition  to  this  enormous  issue  of  bonds  ? 

Answei:  Yes,  sir ;  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  about  the  penitentiary 
system;  there  is  an  immense  fraud  there  somewhere;  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars have  been  appropriated  and  bonds  have  been  issued,  which,  I  believe,  have  not 
been  recalled. 

Question.  Was  there  or  not  a  heavy  expenditure  for  calling  out  the  militia  ? 

Answa:  Yes,  sir  ;  I  do  not  know  the  amount.  There  has  been  some  inquiry  in  the 
present  legislature  about  it. 

Question.  Was  not  a  great  deal  of  the  excitement  attending  the  last  election  on 
account  of  the  anxiety  of  the  people  arising  out  of  apprehended  bankruptcy  of  the 
State? 

Answe)'.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  the  issue  last  summer ;  this  recklessness,  extravagance, 
and  waste  of  the  public  money.  Credit  was  the  issue  before  the  people,  and  the  only 
issue.  Coustitutional  cpiestious  had  nothing  to  do  with  it — the  bulk  of  it,  I  mean. 
Men  dift'ered  about  these  things,  but  it  was  a  local  State  issue. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Did  not  General  Clingman  act  in  concert  with  General  Littlefield  in  regard 
to  the  negotiation  of  the  bonds? 
Answer.  I  have  understood  so. 

Question.  He  was  one  of  the  stockholders'  directors  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  understood  he  was  down  in  Florida,    But  he  is  here,  and  had 
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better  explain  that  for  himself.    What  I  might  state  about  him  might  affect  his  per- 
Bonal  character,  and  it  would  be  only  rumor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  these  questions  of  financial  embarrassment  assume  such  a  shape  as  to 
affect  the  public  peacci  and  security  of  person  and  property  throughout  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  did,  but  there  was  a  great  deal  of  political  excitement 
growing  out  of  the  question  engendered  in  the  public  mind,  and  the  great  anxiety  of 
the  party  out  of  power  was,  as  we  thought,  the  reckless  and  wasteful  expenditure  of 
the  public  money. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  The  legislatm-e  that  made  this  gi'ant  was  composed  of  men  of  both  parties? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  di\'ision  of  parties  on  the  question? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  was  a  i>arty  vote  on  it. 

Question.  Were  not  both  parties,  so  far  as  you  kuow,  mutually  interested  in  it? 

Answer.  I  could  not  give  you  the  result,  but  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  party 
lines  drawn  on  the  appropriation.  I  will  say  this,  that  if  the  appropriation  had  been 
proi)crly  applied,  there  would  have  been  no  dissatisfaction  about  it. 

Question.  It  is  the  application  and  not  the  fact  of  the  appropriation,  then,  that  caused 
the  dissatisfaction  ? 

Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir.  The  reckless  misapplication  of  the  money,  not  only  in  relation  to 
our  raih'oads,  but  generally. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  legislature  and  the  State  ofSScers  that  came  into  power  and  made 
these  appropriations  were  chosen  at  the  election  which  took  place  under  the  leccn- 
Btruction  acts  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  elected  at  the  same  time. 

Question.  By  which  a  great  number  of  tlie  people  of  the  State  were  disfranchised? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  disfranchised  iu  the  first  election. 

Question.  It  was  the  iirst  legislature  under  the  new  constitution? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The.  governor  was  elected  at  the  same  time  ? 

Answer.  I  Ihiiik  so.  The  governor  was  inaugurated  in  July,  1868,  and  the  legislature 
did  not  asst'uiblc  till  the  fall.  I  believe  we  voted  for  members  of  the  legislatui'e  at  the 
time  wo  voted  on  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

By  Mr.  Bavard  : 

Question.  The  legislature,  which  had  to  adopt  certain  preliminary  constitutional 
amendments  ollered  by  the  Congress  of  the  Uuited  States,  was  the  legislature,  I  uudcr- 
Btand  you  to  .say,  that  made  these  appropriations  of  the  public  money  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  State  officers  elected  at  the  same  time  had  the  management  of  the 
whole  affair? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  present  legislature  is  the  second  one  under  the  reconstruction 
acts  ;  the  other  was  the  lir.st. 

Question.  Is  tiiere  anythiug  that  has  occurred  in  the  State  of  North  Caroliua  that  has 
caused  the  peoi)le  of  that  State  as  much  anxiety  as  this  profligate  waste  of  the  credit 
and  money  of  the  State  since  the  reconstruction  acts  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  was  a  matter  of  more  concern  to  our  i^eople  than  anything  else. 

By  Mr.  KiCE : 

Question.  Was  that  made  an  issue  in  your  canvass  at  any  election  prior  to  the  one  in 
1870? 

Answer.  No,  su- ;  it  was  not  an  issue  in  the  first  campaign,  when  the  first  legislature 
was  elected. 

Question.  But  the  excitement  in  regard  to  the  financial  question  of  which  you  spoke 
was  at  the  election  in  August  last? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  wo  understand  you  as  saying  that  it  assumed  entirely  the  shape  of  a 
financial  (jnestiou  in  the  last  election  aud  was  not  a  partisan  election? 

Answer.  Ob!  it  was  a  partisan  election  ;  the  parties  undertook  to  justify  the  conduct 
of  the  State  government  on  the  one  side,  and  to  oppose  it  vehemently  on  the  other. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Are  there  any  charges  made  in  the  impeachment  against  Governor  Holden 
for  wrongfully  issuing  tlieso  bonds  ? 
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Aiisicc7'.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  there  are.  I  think  that  was  discnsserl.  I  see  by  the 
papers  that  it  was  moved  as  an  amendment,  but  I  do  not  think  it  lias  been  put  in.  I 
know  that  matter  was  discussed  by  the  managers,  but  it  was  thought  it  would  prolong 
the  investigation  too  much,  and  so  they  concluded  to  leave  it  out. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  members  of  the  present  legislature  who  took 
their  seats  have  been  turned  out  since  ? 

Avsice7\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  political  character  of  those  turned  out  ? 

Jiiswcr.  There  were  two  or  three  radical  senators  turned  out. 

Question.  If  they  liad  not  been  turned  out  what  would  have  been  the  political  char- 
acter of  the  Senate  °? 

Answer.  It  would  be  decidedly  democratic  with  them. 

Question.  Why  were  they  turned  out  ? 

Answer.  In  the  case  of  one  of  the  men,  Mr.  Lassiter,  it  was  purely  a  question  of 
votes,  as  I  understand  ;  there  was  no  legal  question  involved.  But  in  regard  to  the 
other  two  1  understand  the  question  to  be  this  :  Alamance  and  Guilford  Counties  con- 
stituted one  senatorial  district,  entitled  to  two  senators.  Mi\  Smitli  and  Mr.  Gilmer  were 
returned  elected.  Mr.  Gilmer  had  a  majority  in  Guilford  County,  and  also  in  the 
Whole  district.  Mr.  Smith  had  a  majority,  counting  the  whole  district,  but  was  beaten 
in  the  county  of  Guilford  alone  ;  so  that  if  Alamance  was  not  counted  he  was  defeated. 
But  Mr.  Gilmer  was  elected  in  any  event.  Mr.  Smith  took  his  seat ;  it  was  not  con- 
tested. But  the  legislature,  following  the  judicial  decision  of  Chief  Justice  Pearsou, 
declai'ing  the  county  of  Alamance  to  have  been  in  insurrection,  vacated  the  seat  of 
Mr.  Smith  and  ordered  a  new  election.  Mr.  Smith  was  again  a  candidate  for  the  senate 
and  was  beaten.     Mr.  Gilmer,  who  had  a  majority  any  way,  retained  his  seat. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qiicslion.  Did  the  governor  of  the  State  ever  assume,  in  any  of  your  elections,  to 
throw  out  the  vote  of  whole  counties  ? 

Ansicer.  None  other  than  those  two  counties  in  insurrection,  Alamance  and  Caswell. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  By  whose  decision  was  it  that  the  votes  of  the  county  of  Alamance  were 
not  permitted  to  be  counted  ? 
■    Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  decision  of  Cliief  Justice  Pearson. 

Question.  Give  us  the  modus  operandi  by  which  the  votes  were  rejected  ? 

Ansuer.  I  suppose  the  legislature,  when  it  assembled,  declared  the  election  void  under 
the  decision  of  the  chief  justice  and  ordered  a  new  one. 

By  ]\Ir.  Nye  : 

Question.  Did  not  Mr.  Smith  take  his  seat  in  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  the  legislature  declared  his  seat  vacant? 

Answer.  It  was  already  conceded  that  those  counties  were  in  insurrection  and  would 
not  be  counted.  I  think  they  were  thrown  out  in  the  count  for  attorney  general  .it  the 
same  election.     I  think  that  was  the  x^recedent.    I  am  not  sure  of  this. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  By  whom  were  they  thrown  out  ? 
Answer.  By  the  authority  of  the  governor  and  secretary  of  state,  I  suppose. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 
Question.  Then  the  chief  justice  held  that  they  were  in  insurrection  ? 
Answer.  I  think  so,  or  that  they  were  declared  in  insurrection. 

.         By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Did  any  one  contest  the  seat  of  Mr.  Smith  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  question  turned  altogether  on  the  legality  of  the  election. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  What  was  the  vote  in  those  two  counties  of  Alamance  and  Guilford? 
Ansivei:  1  cannot  tell  you.    I  have  not  been  a  politician  since  the  war  and  do  not 
carry  these  things  in  my  mind. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Was  there  a  great  deal  of  feeling  in  regard  to  the  election  in  August  last  ? 

Answer.  Well,  there  was' a  deep-seated  feeling,  but  very  little  excitement  at  the  polls. 

Question.  You  say  Governor  Holden  proclaimed  these  counties  in  insurrection.  Do 
you  know  from  conversation  with  leading  members  of  the  radical  party  whether  they 
approved  the  measures  adopted  by  Governor  Ilolden  in  regard  to  those  counties  ? 
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Ansiver.  They  defended  tbem  ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  approved  tliem.  I  think  Mr. 
Phillips,  a  very  distinnjuished  gentleman  and  a  candidate  for  attorney  general,  stumped 
the  State  in  defense  of  that  act  of  Governor  Holden. 

Question.  Were  there  any  threats  of  the  use  of  the  military  or  any  other  than  lawfnl 
means  to  carry  that  election  made  in  your  presence  by  the  leading  members  of  the 
radical  party  ?    If  so,  state  who  1  hey  were. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  talk  ;  we  have  talked  politics  pretty  excitedly. 
A  year  ago  I  was  in  this  city,  and  had  frequent  conversations  with  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  here.  In  conversation  with  Senator  Pool,  in  discussing  North  Carolina 
politics  generally,  I  said  I  had  no  doubt  the  politics  would  be  changed  there,  that  the 
public  sentiment  was  changing,  and  that  the  party  in  poAver  could  not  carry  the  next 
election.  Then  he  remarked,  "  that  I  might  be  satisfied  of  one  thnig,  they  were  going 
to  carry  the  elections  any  way  ;  I  might  be  sure  of  that."  He  made  that  sort  of  reply 
upon  my  intimating  to  him  that  we  intended  to  beat  him. 

Question.  Was  he  at  that  time  sustaining  the  action  of  Governor  Holden? 

Ansicet:  Yes,  sir  ;  he  had  been  at  Raleigh  about  a  year  ago,  and  drew  a  bill  in  the 
legislature,  as  he  admitted,  to  require  the  railroad  presidents  to  come  back  and  settle 
with  the  public  treasury,  and  bring  the  bonds  back.  I  told  b.im  there  was  a  doubt 
about  his  power  to  enforce  that,  and  I  did  not  think  his  bill  would  amount  to  any- 
thing. He  remarked  that  they  must  come  back  and  settle,  and  they  intended  to  havej 
a  settlement.  I  told  him  that  the  only  tribunal  I  knew  of  to  settle  this  thing  was  the 
people,  and  they  were  disgusted  with  it,  and  intended  to  see  it  righted  at  the  ballot- 
box.  He  said  I  need  not  lay  that  consolation  to  myself,  that  they  intended  to  carrj' 
the  election. 

By  the  Ciiairm^vn  : 

Question.  Is  it  your  meaning  that  Mr.  Pool  wished  to  convey  to  you  the  idea  that  the 
election  would  be  carried  by  force  ? 

Ansiar.  It  made  that  imx)ression  on  my  mind,  that  they  were  determined  to  cai'ry 
the  election. 

Question.  Please  give  us  exactly  what  he  said  ? 

Answer.  I  have  given  it  as  near  as  I  can  ;  the  words  I  could  not  exactly  swear  to. 
He  said,  with  a  good  deal  of  emphasis,  "We  are  going  to  carry  the  election." 

Question.  That  was  in  response  to  your  assurance  that  j"ou  inteuded  to  carry  it? 

Answer.  That  I  thought  we  would  beat  them. 

Question.  That  was  your  owu  interpretation  of  that  language?  Ho  assured  you  that 
his  party  were  going  to  carry  the  election,  and  your  interpretation  was  that  they 
intended  to  carry  it  i)y  force? 

Answer.  Well,  his  manner  was  vehement  and  positive. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  his  answer  in  connection  with  anything  that  was  said  about  tho 
declaration  of  martial  law  in  Alamance  and  Caswell  couuties? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  <lo  not  think  it  had  been  coutcmiilated  then,  because  these  diffi- 
culties did  not  exist  theu. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Fclruary  11,  1871. 
James  E.  Boyd  recalled  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the  assassination  or  murder  of  Sena- 
tor Stevens  had  bceu  d(!termined  upon  in  any  camp  of  the  Ku-Klux  or  White  Brother- 
hood ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  only  I  heard  it  rumored  afterward  that  it  had  been  known  in  Ku- 
Klux  circles  in  my  county  before  his  assassination  that  it  had  been  determined  upon. 

Question.  Was  it  communicated  to  yon  by  any  persons  whom  you  recognized  as  mem- 
bers of  that  organization  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  were  they? 

Answer.  Mr.  Long,  Avho  was  the  chief  of  the  organization  in  my  county,  told  me  lie 
had  been  informed  by  a  member  who  resided  in  Caswell,  before  the  assassination,  that 
it  had  been  determined  upon.  His  conmumication  to  me,  however,  was  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Stevens. 

Question.  Was  it  communicated  by  Mr.  Long  as  a  member  of  the  organization,  to  you 
as  a  member  of  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  assassination  of  W.  R.  Albright  ha-ving  bceu 
determined  upon  ;  if  so,  how,  and  what  means  did  you  take  to  prevent  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  it  was  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago.  I  heard  from  members 
of  the  organizatioa  that  it  had  been  determined  to  assassinate  Mr.  Albri;;ht.    He  is  a 
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citizen  of  my  town  and  was  a  friend  of  mine,  and  I  determined  to  prevent  it  if  I  possi- 
bly could.  I  saw  some  other  members  of  the  organization,  and  told  them  that  it  ought 
to  be  stopped.  They  agreed  with  me,  aud  by  tlie  assistance  of  some  others  wo  found 
out  the  origin.  I  did  not  myself,  but  some  others  found  it  out,  where  the  attempt  was 
coming  from,  and  succeeded  in  preventing  it. 

Question.  By  what  means  ? 

Ansurr.  Simply  by  talking  against  it  and  persuading  them  to  desist  from  their  plan. 

Question.  For  what  reason  was  ho  to  be  assassinated,  and  where  was  the  determina- 
tion arrived  at  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  in  what  particular  camp,  or  the  particular  man  that  deter- 
mined upon  his  assassinatiou.  I  think  I  received  my  information  in  regard  to  it  from 
C.  C.  Curtis  and  W.  S.  Bradshaw. 

Question.  Did  they  give  you  the  reason  that  led  to  the  determination  ? 

Answer.  The  reason  was  understood  to  be  that  he  had  made  himself  prominent  in 
politics  there,  and  was  strongly  opposed  to  the  conservative  party — insisted  upon  the 
rights  of  the  negroes. 

Question.  Did  you  state  in  yoiu'  previous  examination  your  knowledge  of  the  connec- 
tion of  Mr.  Strudwiok,  present  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  North  Caro- 
lina, with  the  organization "? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  the  same  gentleman  who  introduced  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  law 
against  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  I  think  the  present  member  from  Orange  introduced  the  bill  repeal- 
ing what  was  known  as  the  Shoffner  bill,  autliorizing  the  governor  to  organize  the 
militia. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  xiosition  he  occupies  in  the  organization  of  tbe  Ku-Klux; 
whether  he  is  a  commander? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  connection  with  any  other  injury  perpetrated  by  the 
organization  in  Alamance  County  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  have  heard  it  often  remarked  by  members  of  the  organization 
that  he  was  quite  a  violent  member. 

Question.  Was  that  during  your  connection  with  tbe  organization  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  the  agent  of  the  Associated  Press  in  the  State 
being  a  member  of  that  organization  ? 

An,swer.  I  do  not  know  the  agent  of  the  Associated  Press. 

Question.  The  ageut  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  1  have  heard  it  said  that  John  C.  Syme  is  a  member  of  the  Associated  Press; 
I  do  not  know  him  to  be  so.  I  know  bim  to  be  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Union 
Guards. 

Question.  By  what  means  do  you  know  that?  ^ 

Answer.  By  conversation  with  him  and  passing  the  signs. 

Question.  You  say  you  do  not  know  him  to  be  the  agent  of  the  Associated  Press? 

Answer.  He  is  a  reporter,  I  think,  in  the  Sentinel  office  in  Raleigh. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  a  speech  of  Mr.  Tui'uer,  in  Graham,  in  reference  to  the  negroes? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  communicate  with  Mr.  Harding  anything  about  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  hear  it,  excexit  I  heard  his  voice  in  my  office,  where  I  was 
at  the  time. 

Question.  What  effect  has  the  existence  of  this  organization  upon  the  willingness  of 
people  to  testify  in  regard  to  it  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  fear  of  punishment  by  the  organization  deters  a 
great  many  from  speaking  out,  as  they  otherwise  would,  in  regard  to  the  facts. 

Question.  What  is  your  own  belief  as  to  the  position  in  which  you  have  placed  your- 
self by  your  testimony  in  the  former  judicial  investigation  and  by  apjieariug  now  as  a 
witness  ? 

Answer.  Really  I  do  not  know.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  very  great  feeling 
against  me,  but  as  to  wbether  there  is  any  intention  to  do  me  personal  damage  I  can- 
not say. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  fact  that  you  wish  to  communicate  in  connection  with 
your  former  testimony  I 

Aiiswer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  Union  League  organization? 
Answer.  I  know  that  such  an  organization  exists  there. 
Question.  Who  compose  it?  ' 

Answer.  I  think  a  majority  of  its  members  are  colored  men. 
Question.  What  is  its  object  ?  , 
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Ansiver.  So  far  as  I  know,  only  political.  I  nuderstand  it  to  be  an  organization  of  the 
rei)ublicau  party ;  in  the  interest  of  that  j)arty. 

Question.  Is  it  a  secret  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  their  meetings  are  secret  or  open.  I  never  was  in 
their  meetings.  They  had  public  demonstrations,  marches,  and  dinners,  in  which  the 
members  ajipeared  with  their  badges. 

Question.  Is  it  not  understood  to  be  a  secret  organization? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  in  some  instances  their  meetings  are  understood  to  be  held 
in  secret.  The  initiations  are  probably  in  secret,  none  but  members  being  allowed  to 
be  present. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  their  using  intimidation  or  violence  to  control  other 
negroes  outside  of  the  orgauizatiou  to  vote  their  ticket? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  such  things  often,  but  as  to  the  truth  of  them  I  do 
not  know  ;  I  have  heard  it  said  that  negroes  had  been  threatened  by  the  Leagues ;  I 
have  seen  it  published  in  the  papers. 

Qnesti4)n.  What  is  your  belief  on  the  subject  as  to  the  factl 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  say  that  I  think  it  is  true  generally  :  there  may  be  some 
individual  instances  in  which  they  attempt  to  use  some  strong  measures  to  induce 
negroes  to  vote  with  them  ;  bid;  nearly  the  whole  of  them  vote  the  Republican  ticket 
anyhow. 

Question.  Was  not  the  Union  League  established  before  there  was  anything  said  about 
the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  it  existed  in  my  State  before  I  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
Ku-Klus  there. 

Question.  Was  it  not  generaTly  known  that  there  was  such  a  secret  political  organ- 
ization long  before  there  was  any  Ku-Klux  organization? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  as  I  said  before,  the  Li^igue  existed  before  I  knew  anything  aboutthe 
Ku-Klux,  but  bow  long  l)efore  I  do  not  know;  I  think  it  had  existed  in  my  State  for 
some  time  before  November,  1868  ;  I  think  it  was  organized  shortly  after  the  surrender, 
about  the  time  the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth  amendment  was  submitted  to  the  legislature 
for  api^roval. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  case  of  violence  by  the  Union  League? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  it  i>nblishod. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  parties  that  have  comidained  of  actual  violence  com- 
mitted by  the  Union  League  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  any  negroes  made  complaint,  to  your  knowledge,  that  they  were  co- 
erced or  injured  in  any  way  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  any. 

By  the  Cn.viRMAN : 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  derived  from  having 
been  a  member  of  it,  is  it  in  such  a  state  of  military  organization  as  that  it  could  bo 
called  together  upon  any  emergency  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir  ;  tlie  organiz;ttion  is  very  complete,  from  the  commander-in-chief 
down  to  the  lieutenants  in  the  camps. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  Iiear  a  discussion  in  any  of  their  camps  upon  the  position  they 
would  take  iu  case  the  United  States  should  be  involved  in  a  foreign  war? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  was  in  but  one  meeting,  as  I  stated  before. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  expression  of  the  members  of  the  organization  upon 
this  question  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  cannot  say  that  I  have. 

Washington,  February  11, 1871. 

Alonzo  B.  Corliss  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  CiiAinM.vx : 

Question.  State  whether  you  were  employed  at  any  time  in  the  last  year  or  two  as  a 
Bchool  teacher  in  North  Carolina. 

Answer.  I  was. 

Que-sdon.  In  what  part  of  the  State? 

Answer.  In  Alamnuco  County,  at  Mcbansvillc  and  Companj-'s  Shops. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  school? 

Ansirer.  A  colored  school,  under  the  Society  of  Friends  of  Philadelphia. 

Question.  Were  you  visited  at  any  time  "by  men  iu  disguise  I  If  so,  state  briefly  at 
what  time  and  what  they  did. 

Answer.  On  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  November,  1869,  I  preached  to  the  colored 
people  at  their  reo'  "H,  during  a  revival  wliicli  they  had ;  there  were  some  noises  about 
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tlie  window  during  the  evening;  I  went  home;  at  12  o'clock  at  night  something  was 
tlirowu  on  the  roof  of  the  house  which  waked  myself  and  wife,  and  then  a  rail  came 
against  the  door  and  broke  the  lock  ;  in  came  live  men  ;  I  was  rising  from  my  bed  ; 
two  of  them  seized  mo  by  my  legs  and  dragged  me  out  of  the  door ;  soon  two  others 
took  me  by  the  arms,  and  four  of  them  in  that  way  carried  me  in  double-quick  time 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  and  set  me  down  in  a  thicket  and  began  to  beat  me  with  hick- 
ory sticks ;  I  felt  relief  then,  for  I  thought  they  were  not  going  to  hang  me ;  I  felt  three 
blows  ;  the  next  day  revealed  30  marks  on  my  back  ;  I  have  the  scars  now  ;  I  fainted ; 
the  first  I  knew  they  kicked  me  in  the  side  and  said,  "  Get  n]) ;  "  I  rose  part  way  and 
fell  back ;  they  lifted  me  up,  and  one  of  them  shaved  my  hair  close,  one-half  of  it,  and 
with  a  sponge  painted  half  of  my  face  black  ;  the  smell  of  the  turpentine  revived  me  ; 
they  then  started  to  go  away;  I  said,  "Friends,  will  you  tell  me  if  I  am  near  any 
house?"  one  of  tlieiu  came  back  and  said,  "  This  way  is  the  road  ;"  I  could  not  walk  ; 
they  took  me  without  my  crutches ;  I  took  a  stick  and  hopped  along  till  I  came  to  the 
house ;  my  wife  was  out  screaming  for  me  up  the  road  ;  I  ought  to  have  stated  that 
they  struck  her;  she  tried  to  tear  the  mask  from  the  face  of  one  of  them  ;  I  have  got 
the  mustache  that  she  tore  away  from  his  face ;  they  struck  her  on  the  arms  and 
steppe<l  on  her  feet.  , 

QitesHon.  How  were  they  disguised  ? 

Ansiver.  "With  tight  clothing,  something  like  a  clown  with  horns.  They  whistled  all 
the  time,  trying  to  appear  like  demons.  J3efore  they  whipped  me  they  stood  around  in 
a  cii'cle  and  gave  unearthly  shrieks  and  whistled.  They  went  at  word  of  command  ; 
they  seemed  to  understand  their  business.  WLile  they  were  carrying  me  they  said 
they  meant  to  rule  this  country.  I  asked  them  why  they  did  this  to  me?  They  said 
"  for  teaching  niggers  and  making  theni'likc  white  men."  They  said  they  came  from 
Chatham  county.  One  of  them  was  leader,  the  other  four  carried  me.  One  was  more 
kind  thnn  tLerest.  My  knee  was  callous  ;  I  have  a  callous  joint.  They  pulled  it  out. 
straight  aiul  I  screamed.  They  told  me  to  hush  up  (we  were  passing  a  house)  .or  they 
would  blow  my  brains  out,  and  they  struck  me  with  a  revolver  over  my  eye-lid.  The 
next  morning  Dr.  Moore,  a  member  of  the  legislature,  came  in  and  dressed  the  wound 
with  sticking-plaster  so  as  to  make  it  heal  without  showing.  My  head  was  cut  in 
other  places. 

Quculi/tn.  Was  any  other  reason  assigned  for  this  treatment  than  what  you  have  given  ? 
JiisHHT.  No  other  reason. 

Qncvtion.  Had  you  taken  any  part  in  the  political  proceedings  of  the  county? 
A  nsiver.  Well,  at  Mebansville,  a  yea  r  before  I  was  elected  president  of  the  Loyal  League. 
But  there  was  no  Loyal  League  at  the  place  where  I  Avas,  and  I  had  not  been  j)resident 
for  one  ye.ar. 

Question.  Had  you  taken  any  other  part  in  the  proceedings  in  the  State  or  coitnty? 
Aiisircr.  None  at  all,  except  when  colored  men  bought  land  and  paid  for  it,  and  did 
not  get  any  deed,  they  would  come  to  me  for  advice ;  and  I  told  them  to  pay  no  money 
until  they  got  the  deed ;  not  to  pay  part  and  have  a  promise.  I  was  trying  at  the  time 
to  have  a  free-school  systt^m  in  operation  for  white  children  and  for  black  children, 
also.  I  talked  about  it  with  leading  men.  The  Friends  had  one  school  for  whites  and 
one  for  colored  in  Company's  Shops. 

(^aefiiion.  What  became  of  your  school-house ;  was  it  visited  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  came  around  it  that  night.    It  had  been  disturbed  l^y  noises; 
the  colored  people  said  there  were  disguised  men  about  it ;  I  did  not  pay  much  atten- 
tion to  that ;  they  never  disturbed  me  in  the  school. 
Qttestlon.  This  attack  on  you  was  at  your  house  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  compelled  to  leave  that  neighborhood? 

Answer.  They  told  me  to  cease  teaching  negroes,  and  to  leave  in  ten  days ;  I  staid 
twenty  days  ;  I  applied  to  Mr.  Belknap,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  for  assistance,  and  he 
sent  me  four  soldiers,  who  staid  with  me  twenty  days.    I  arrested  four  men  at  the  end 
often  days  for  doing  it.     I  was  then  able  to  go  about. 
Qnestion.  Did  yon  know  who  thej'  were  ? 

Answer.  Not  certainly ;  their  voices  were  familiar,  and  their  size.  There  were  colored 
men  who  said  they  watched  them  home,  with  the  regalia  under  their  arms.  The  whole 
village  was  aroused.  It  was  getting  light  when  they  went  home,  and  they  were  seeu 
with  something  under  their  arms. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  legal  proceedings  ? 
Answer.  The  justice  had  them  acquitted. 
Question.  They  were  not  bound  over  to  appear  ? 
Answer.  My  evidence  was  given,  but  most  of  the  witnesses  fled. 
Question.  Was  it  in  consequence  of  this  state  of  things  that  you  left  there  ? 
Answer.  It  was;  I  could  not  stay  there  ;  my  family  would  be  distiubed  all  the  while. 
Question.  What  was  the  state  of  ptiblic  sentiment  produced  by  these  proceedings  iu 
that  county ;  what  was  the  sense  of  security  ? 
Answer.  It  made  all  the  peoi>le  feel  unsafe.  -  They  said  if  I  coidd  not  stay  there  they 
10 
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could  not.  One  wliite  uiau  who  had  beeu  whipped  (jarae  to  me  Trhile  I  was  in  bed.  He 
lived  about  six  miles  from  where  I  was.  He  was  whipped  for  beiug  a  Uuion  mau, 
and  agitatiug  Union  principles. 

Question.  Did  these  persons  say  anything  of  their  political  designs  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  they  meant  to  rule  the  country — wanted  me  to  under- 
stand that  they  meaut  to  rule  the  country. 

Question.  How  did  yon  understand  that — as  political  rule  or  by  violence? 

Answer.  Well,  by  violence,  I  should  uuderstiind  it — that  if  they  could  not  rule  by  a 
political  majority  they  would  rule  anyhow.  Tlie  republicans  were  in  the  majority  in 
the  country  at  the  time;  that  agitated  them  mure,  I  i)resume. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  teach  that  school  ? 

'Anmrr.  At  Company's  Shops  I  taught  six  months,  and  at  Mebansville  one  year,  mak- 
ing eighteen  months  in  all  in  Alamance  County. 

Quesi'wn.  How  were  you  sn]i])orted  ?  ^ 

Ansiver.  By  the  Friends  of  Philadelphia  in  part ;  the  coloi-ed  people  themselves  jiaid 
on  an  average  $8  a  month  toward  the  scliool. 

QueMion.  That  was  the  whole  amount  they  paid  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  it  ranged  from  §5  to  $13. 

Question.  The  l)alauce  of  your  salary  was  made  up  by  the  Friends  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  people  calculated  to  ])ay  my  boaril,  the  Friends  to  pay  the  sala- 
ry;  but  the  colored  people  did  not  ([uite  do  their  part. 
i  .^Qucstiov.  If  tliere  is  any  other  fact  within  yonr  knowledge  bearing  upon  the  degi'eo 
of  seeurlrv  of  person  and  jiroperty,  please  state  it  ? 

^7joH'er.My  idea  is  that  persous  are  not  secure  if  they  undertake  to  teach  the  colored 
people,  or  if  f  bey  join  a  Loyal  League,  or  it'  they  vote  * ■'«  republican  ticket.  I  was  there 
at  tho  president'ljil  fleoliuii,  and  persons  who  voted  for  General  Cr.'l"!''  were  not  sate. 

Question.  How  far  do  thuy  juteufl  thftt  fo  apply  ?  "^""^  "* 

Answer.  To  that  ueighborhood  ;  J  wonU]  UDtiippok  of  ,anj'  otlicr  portion.  I  heard  of 
others,  however,  in  t!ie  saipe  condition.  ]  inily  speak  pt  thar  eounty,  I  know  tliey 
had  a  Seymour  club  there,  and  it  Wiis  publicly  kjiqwn  anioug  all  the  people  that  if 
any  one  voted  for  Grant  he  was  never  to  have  any  cmpioymenT,  or  was  to  betnrned  olf 
if  be  was  hired.  But  they  did  not  carry  out  the  threat.  One  inan,  George  IMcbane, 
however,  did  carry  it  out. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  same  phj-sica],  condition  when  you  were  bpaten  that  you 
are  now  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  yon  belonged  to  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  In  N(!W  Jersey  I  did  ;  and  in  Mebansville  they  chose  me  president  of  it. 

Qneslion.  Is  that  a  secret  organization  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  secret,  but  it  did  not  amonnt  to  much  when  I  was  there ; 
there  was  not  much  done  in  it. 

Question.  What  was  its  object  ? 

Ansu'er.  To  secure  the  election  of  General  Grant,  when  I  was  there,  just  before  the 
election — to  cause  voters  to  have  courage  to  go  to  the  polls  and  vote. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  oaths? 

Answer.  Well,'yes;  about"  the  same  as  yon  do  when  you  join  the  Odd  Fellows,  and 
Good  Templars. 

Question.  Tell  us  what  oaths  you  took  ? 

Ansiver.  The  main  thing  was  always  to  be  true  to  the  American  Uuion,  and  to  tho 
flag;  to  support  it  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

By  the  CiiAinMAX : 

Question.  Can  you  rejjeat  that  oath  ? 

Answer.  I  conlil  not  fully;  but  that  was  tho  nuain  point— to  be  true  to  the  Union,  to 
frown  down  the  spirit  of  secession  wherever  we  saw  it,  and  not  to  reveal  any  of  the 
private  matter  of  the  order. 

By  Mr.  Blaij:  : 

Question.  You  would  not  feel  yourself,  then,  at  iberty  to  reveal  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  private  matter  then  ;  but  now  I  do  not  know  that  I  am  under  tho 
obligation.  I  hardly  know  that  the  organization  is  in  existence  there  now.  I  would  not 
feel  at  lil)erty,  perhaps,  to  reveal  the  ])rivate  signs,  passwords,  and  signals,  in  case  of 
danger ;  but  the  oath  we  took  is  not  ]nivate.  When  we  join  the  Sons  of  Temperance, 
we  would  not  be  at  liberty  to  reveal  the  grips  and  passwords. 

Question.  When  was  this  League  lirst  established? 

Answer.  It  was  a  branch  of  the  League  at  IJaleigh,  and  that  was  connected  with  one 
here  at  Washington— the  same  that  extended  all  over  the  North.  It  tirst  started  about 
the  second  year  of  the  war.     I  then  belonged  to  one  in  New  Jersey. 

Question.  \Vheu  was  it  established  in  the  South  f 
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Answer.  I  kuew  one  in  that  co\inty  the  second  year  after  the  war. 

Qn&'iiioiK  Did  you  know  of  their  existence  prior  to  that  in  the  North  or  South  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir — yes,  sir.  I  heard  that  there  was  one  in  North  Carolina,  when  I  be- 
longed to  one  in  Virginia. 

Qitestioii.  When  did  you  first  go  to  North  Carolina  ? 

A»-swir.  I  went  to  Mebansville,  in  October,  1868. 

Question.  Was  not  this  Loyal  League  established  all  over  the  South,  before  there  was 
anything  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  Was  not  the  ICu-Klux  established  simply  to  antagonize  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  so  claimed  by  the  jpapers ;  but  I  do  not  know.  It  was  so  claimed 
by  the  vSentinek 

Question.  Did  the  Loyal  League  ever  use  any  violence,  intimidation,  or  threats  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  never.  Young  men  who  belonged  to  it  Avould  say  when  a  colored 
man  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  "  Let's  have  a  time  with  him,"  but  the  sentiment  of 
the  league  would  say,  "  No,  let  him  vote  as  he  pleases." 

Question.  That  is  your  own  League  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  one  roan  who  lived  right  next  door  to  our  League  who  did 
vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  we  used  our  power  over  the  young  members  of  the 
League  to  let  him  alone. 

Question.  There  was  a  disposition  to  molest  him  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  when  he  came  to  church  they  would  laugh  at  him  and  make  him 
feel  uncomfortable ;  would  laugh  at  his  children  when  they  came  to  school,  and  want 
rue  to  turn  them  out.  His  children  would  come  in  crying  sometimes,  because  the  other 
boys  annoyed  them,  saying  that  their  father  was  a  conservative,  as  they  called  him. 
I  told  one  "of  them  to  tell  the  boy  that  he  was  a  good  republican  if  his  father  was  a 
conservative,  and  he  went  out  smiling  at  that.    That  is  all  the  prosecution  I  know  of. 

Question.  You  never  heard  that  there  was  any  intimidation  used  by  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  did,  as  a  body. 

Question.  You  have  heard  that  members  have  done  so? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  particular  instances  where  men  h^^e  been  abused  somewhat 
for  voting  the  democratic  ticket,  but  there  was  no  authority  from  the  League,  or  from 
any  organization. 

Question.  You  first  went  to  North  Carolina  in  1868? 

Answer.  That  is  to  Mebansville;  I  was  in  Edenton  the  year  after  the  -war. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  to  have  heard  anything  said  about  the  debt  of  North 
Carolina;  how  it  had  been  increased  under  the  reconstruction  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  that  mentioned  frequently. 

Question.  During  the  elections  was  it  much  spoken  of? 

Ansurr.  Yes;  by  the  conservative  party. 

Question.  Did  they  make  use  of  it  as  an  argument  against  the  other  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  against  Governor  Holden,  frequently. 

Question.  What  was  the  general  opinion  expressed  by  them  in  reference  to  it? 

Answer.  Well,  there  were  always  two  opinions,  one  party  had  one  and  the  other 
another. 

Question.  You  speak  of  the  democrats  and  republicans? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  democrats  were  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  there  had  been 
extravagance. 

Question.  That  the  credit  of  the  State  had  been  injured,  and  the  public  money  had 
been  squandered  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  was  the  debt  of  the  State  under  Governor  Holden's  administra- 
tion ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  never  investigated  it  enough  to  know,  but  I  always  supposed  that 
the  expenses  necessarily  were  very  great  after  the  war,  to  start  a  new  system  of  edu- 
cation and  government.  I  always  thought,  however,  that  there  were  some  who  were 
not  trustworthy,  who  squandered  the  money,  as  there  always  are  in  all  governments. 

Question.  Was  not  there  a  very  large  appropriation  in  the  State  for  internal  improve- 
ments ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  for  the  Western  Railroad. 

Question.  And  other  railroads  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  what  amount  was  the  appropriation  for  these  roads  ? 

Ansicer.  1  do  not  know  ;  I  was  not  particularly  interested  in  these  matters. 

Question.  All  these  questions  created  considerable  feeling  in  the  election  and  caused 
a  great  deal  of  excitement,  did  they  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Was  that  a  general  topic  of  discussion  ? 
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Av87CC7.  Yes,  sir  ;  on  one  side  ;  on  the  other  side  the  chief  thing  was  freedom  to  vote 
and  to  haAc  schools  for  all,  and  to  he  secure  in  their  homes.  That  was  the  anxiety  on 
the  other  side. 

Question.  Did  the  republican  paily  sustain  Governor  Itolden  during  the  campaign  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  democrats  assailed  him  on  account  of  extravagance  and  corruption  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  about  the  chief  issue  in  the  canvass — the  one  that  was  most  dis- 
cussed ? 

Ansive)-.  On  one  side  that  was  brought  out ;  on  the  other  side  there  were  other  mat- 
ters— their  future  freedom. 

Question.  On  the  conservative  side  the  chief  topic  was  corruption  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  chief  point. 

By  the  Chairm^vn  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  sucli  wrongs  or  whippings  as  you  have  spoken  of  becom- 
ing the  subject  of  political  discussion  in  the  State  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  the  parties  divide  upon  it? 

Ansiver.  Well,  there  were  those  wlio  Avould  say  thatthese  whippings  were  only  for 
some  flagrant  oifenso — for  barn-burning,  or  something  like  that ;  and  some  scourgiugs 
that  I  heard  of  were  for  flagrant  oftenses;  but  others  I  know  were  not,  for  I  knew  the 
men. 

By  :Mr.  Bayaiid  : 

Question.  State  wliat  the  flagrant  offenses  were  for  which  these  people  were  whipped. 

Ansiver.  Some  who  were  killed  or  shot  in  xUamance  County  were  accused  of  burning 
barns. 

Qitestion.  What  other  oftenses  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  generally  it  was  for  some  immorality  which  was  never  established  or 
known. 

Question.  In  regard  to  women? 

Anmver.  Yes,  sir ;  going  with  another  man's  wife,  or  things  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Outrages  committed  on  white  tV-niales,  or  threatening  to  commit  them? 

Ansiver.  I  never  heard  of  one  of  that  kind  in  Alamance  County.  I  have  heard  of  an 
outrage  on  a  colored  girl.    The  boy,  I  believe,  was  hung  for  committing  it. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 

Question.  \\Tien  these  wrongs  became  the  subject  of  political  discussion,  how  did  the 
parties  divide  upon  the  question?  Where  did  they  receive  countenance  and  where 
denunciation  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  when  the  men  were  to  blame  they  said,  "It  is  pretty  well  deserved; 
let  it  go ;"  but  when  it  was  an  innocent  man  who  had  suffered,  tlien  they  Avcre  excited 
and  would  abhor  it.  Wlieu  it  was  a  flagrant  oftense,  they  would  justify  it  and  say, 
"  He  got  liis  deserts."    Tliat  was  the  general  feeling. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  cases  where  the  charges  of  flagrant  offenses  were  made  the 
pretext  for  inflicting  i)unishment  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  I  do — some  cases  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Within  your  own  knowledge? 

Answer.  In  the  case  of  alleged  barn-burning  in  Alamance  County.  I  do  not  know 
that  the,}'  did  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  charges  of  that  character  were  made  for  the  purpose 
of  screening  the  real  purpose  for  whieli  th<>  flogging  was  inflicted? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  such  charges  were  made  wlien  the  person  was  not  guilty.  One  colored 
man  was  hung  because  he  would  not  work  for  a  certain  white  lady.  He  said  he  would 
work  where  he  liked ;  he  was  hung  next  day  in  Hillsboro. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Question.  What  other  charge  did  they  nuike  ? 

Answer.  That  he  had  iusnlted  the  lady  and  her  daughter. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  diil  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it ;  but  the  colored  people  all  believe  that  it 
was  simply  because  he  refused  to  work  there  any  longer;  and  hence  the  sympathy  was 
with  the  colored  lad  that  was  hung. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QMstion.  If  there  was  a  division  of  party  sentiment  about  these  wrongs,  which  pai'ty 
condemned  and  which  ap))roved  them? 

Ansiver.  Well,  the  republican  party  of  course  were  disposed  to  sustain  the  persoji 
that  was  supposed  not  to  be  guilty.    The  democratic  or  conservative  party  I  never 
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knew  to  have  any  sympathy  at  all  -svliere  a  person  was  bnng.    There  was  no  doubt  on 
their  part  that  he  was  a  villain  and  a  scoundrel. 

Question.  Do  yon  attribute  that  to  the  state  of  party  feeling,  or  to  the  real  belief  of 
the  citizens  there  as  to  whether  the  man  was  or  was  not  guilty  of  these  offenses  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was  the  state  of  party  feeling  that  would  not  excuse  a  colored  man  or  a 
Northern  man  anyhow,  or  a  Southern  man  who  joined  in  with  the  Northern  men.  The. 
moment  they  did  it,  they  were  accounted  scoundrels  and  villains,  although  their  life 
was  upright. 

By  Mr.  Bay.uid  : 

Question.  Did  you  kaow  of  the  case  of  a  negro  preacher  named  Parsley,  who  was 
convicted  and  is  now  in  jail  with  several  other  black  men  ? 

Answer.  For  what  offense  ? 

Question.  For  Ku-Klnxing  negroes. 

Ansicer.  I  did  hear  something  about  it. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  he  was  indicted  and  convicted,  and  that  he 
is  now  in  prison  with  some  four  or  iive  others  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  about  it.  I  think  his  son  went  to  school  to  me  in  Company's 
Shops,  and  taught  school  about  eight  miles  from  there. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  he"  was  convicted  of  Ku-Kluxiug  people  of  his  own 
color  ? 

Ansiver.  Oh  yes  ;  he  went  with  two  white  men. 

Question.  Did  you  know  him  yourself? 

An-sicer.  No,  sir.  I  knew  his  son.  But  this  happened  after  I  left,  or  rather  the  trial 
was  after  I  left. 

Question.  How  many  did  he  whip  ? 

Answei;  They  went  only  to  one  man  that  night,  that  I  know  of.  My  recollection  is 
that  there  were  others  whipped,  and  the  whipx>ing  led  to  the  con\dction  of  Parsley. 

Question.  You  say  yon  did  not  know  him  personally  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  1  knew  his  son,  or  a  relative  of  his.  I  think  it  was  his  son. 
Yes,  I  recollect  they  made  him  own  it,  and  his  evidence  brought  out  others — two 
white  men. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  acts  of  violence  by  colored  men  npon  colored 
people  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  One  of  the  men  in  the  crowd  that  chastised  me  said  he  was  a 
negro  ;  the  one  that  had  the  most  sj-mpathy  for  me  and  carried  m6  on  his  back.  He 
said, "  I  am  a  negro ;  that  is  the  reason  I  have  so  much  sympathy  for  you."  I  pro- 
tested against  their  carrying  me  so  rudely,  and  he  said,  "  I  will  carry  you  better,"  and 
took  me  on  his  shoulders.  He  was  the  stoutest  of  the  lot.  He  said,  "  I  am  a  negro 
myself,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  like  you  so  well.  I  will  not  see  you  harmed."  But  I 
do  not  think  he  was. 

Question.  Were  the  people  you  had  arrested  citizens  of  your  own  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  right  there  at  the  Shops.  The  men  were  watched  by  the  colored 
people  as  they  came  home,  and  the  sons  of  some  of  the  men  said  their  father  was  in 
it ;  that  was  overheard  by  colored  men  standing  in  the  grove  where  I  was  whipped. 

Question.  They  heard  white  children  speak  about  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  the  testimony  ? 

Answer.  That  was  part  of  the  testimony.  I  have  a  flag  which  they  put  np  at  the 
end  of  the  ten  days,  with  these  words,  "  Corliss   and  the  negroes.     Let  the  guilty 

beware.     Don't  touch. Hell."    It  was  trimmed  with  crape,  and  the  figure  of  a 

coffin  was  printed  on  it. 

Question.  Where  was  that  ? 

Answer.  On  the  road  from  my  house  to  the  school-house.  Five  men  got  off"  the  cars 
one  night  and  put  it  up.  That  was  the  testimony  of  negroes  who  were  around  the  train 
watching.    They  went  away  again  on  the  morning  train. 

Question.  Where  did  the  cars  come  from  ? 

Answer.  From  Graham  to  Mebansville,  and  then  returned.  They  came  about  10  o'clock, 
and  went  back  about  2. 

Question.  These  men  yon  had  arrested  lived  in  your  vicinity  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  letters  from  colored  people  saying  that  I  had  three  of  the 
right  ones ;  that  they  had  confessed  it  since  to  individuals.  I  have  not  been  there 
myself. 

Question.  Before  what  justice  did  you  take  them  ? 

Answer.  The  justice  at  the  place,  Company's  Shops;  I  do  not  know  his  name  ;  he  was 
a  Union  man,  and  did  all  he  could,  and  so  did  the  x>ostmaster.  He  was  fearful,  as  he 
told  me  afterward,  that  if  he  decided  for  me  he  would  be  treated  in  the  same  manner. 

Question.  How  many  negroes  were  members  of  the  Union  League  of  which  you  were 
president  ? 

Answer.  About  forty ;  but  only  eight  or  ten  were  very  active. 
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Quesilon.  Wh.at  was  the  population  of  blacks? 

Ansiver.  I  had  ninety  in  my  school ;  nearly  all  Ijelonged  to  it  excei>t  one  man,  who 
would  not  join  it. 

By  ^h:  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  Alamance  was  a  republican  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  by  seven  majority. 

Question.  The  governor  of  the  State  was  of  course  a  republican,  then  ? 

Ansicei:  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  it  happen  that  the  minority  under  those  circumstances  could 
intimidate  you  and  others  ? 

Answer.  They  had  the  most  power  ;  they  owned  the  land.  Though  they  were  in  the 
minority  they  had  power,  because  they  were  violent  in  their  demonstrations.  They 
would  go  at  night  and  put  a  coflQn  at  your  door  with  the  words  written  on  it,  "  To-day 
alive,  to-morro^v  dead."     I  knew  a  justice  of  the  peace  who  had  one  jiut  at  his  door. 

Question.  Did  it  frighten  him  much  ? 

Answer.  He  talked  of  moving  away  to  another  farm ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did 
or  not.  I  know  colored  men  who  went  trembling  to  the  polls  to  deposit  their  vote  for 
Grant ;  they  were  afraid  to  do  it.  I  know  others  who  did  not  vote  at  all,  for  fear  of 
being  turned  off  or  of  injury. 

Question.  Wliere  do  you  live  now  ? 

Answer.  In  New  Jersey. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  live  iu  any  of  the  manufacturing  towns  of  the  North  ? 

Answer.  I  liave  lived  iu  Philadelphia. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  persons  having  large  manufacturing  establishments 
at  the  North  controlling  the  votes  of  their  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Threaten  to  turn  them  off? 

Anwser.  Yes,  sir  ;  something  like  that.    In  the  presidential  election  I  have  seen  it. 

Question.  Seen  them  turn  them  off? 

Answer.  They  would  threaten  to  do  it,  or  to  lower  tlieir  wages ;  something  of  the  kind. 

Question.  It  is  a  common  thing,  is  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Well  not  so  Aery  common;  but  then  it  has  been  done;  I  have  heard  it  talked 
of — no  severity  used. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  mean  physical  force  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  like  the  fovor  of  their  employer,  and  are  very  apt  to  go  as  the 
employer  goes. 

"Washixgtox,  D.  C,  February  13,  1871. 

George  B.  Bergex  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  I  am  at  present  with  my  family,  residing  in  Washingtrm  City. 

Question.  Wiiat  is  your  occupation? 

Answer.  I  am  a  lawyer  by  ])rolV'Ssi()n. 

Question.  Were  you,  at  any  time  during  the  year  ISTO,  lieutenant  colonel  under  Colonel 
Kirk,  in  command  of  the  North  Carolina  State  militia? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  go  there? 

Answer.  I  arrived  in  KaleigVi  on  the  20th  or  the  21st  of  June,  1870. 

Question.  Were  you  placed  iu  iudependcut  command  of  a  i)ortiou  of  that  militia  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Give  us  as  briefly  as  you  can  a  statement  of  what  occurred  in  that  portion 
of  the  State  where  you  were  stationed. 

AuKurr.  I  had  charge  of  the  county  of  Alamance,  and  arrested  a  number  of  the  citi- 
7"ns  of  fliat  county  by  order  of  Governor  Hulden,  and  almost  evi-ry  one  whom  I  had  in 
my  camp  made  confession  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  organization  known  as  the  Ku- 
Iviux  Klan.  and  that  thcKlan  liad  at  several  times  committed  outrages  in  tliat  county; 
that  tlic  ol>jcct  of  tiie  organization  was  to  obtain  supremacy  over  the  negro  race  and  to 
displace  the  Republican  party  from  i)ower  and  to  i)lace  in  the  ascendency  the  conser- 
vative party  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Question.  There  have  been  some  statements  made  before  this  committee  as  to  means 
you  used  to  obtain  tliose  eonlessions;  give  us  your  own  account  of  tliem. 

Answer.  I  can  simply  say  that  I  made  the  arrest  of  thos(^  men,  brouglit  them  into 
camp,  and  they  confessed  without  any  dilliculty.  There  have  been  several  affidavits 
made  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  that  I  huug,  tortured,  and  injured  several  persons; 
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but  I  tliiuli  it  ■^oiilcl  be  a  difficult  matter  to  show  that  one  man  was  iujured  by  me.     I 
do  not  think  I  ever  injured  a  man  while  I  was  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Question.  Wliat  are  the  names  of  the  f)ersons  who  made  those  affidavits  ? 
Ansiver.  One  is  named  Lucien  H  Murray.  I  never  spoke  to  him  over  five  words  in 
my  life,  that  I  recollect,  lie  made  affidavit  before  his  honor  Judge  Brooks,  of  the 
United  States  district  court  in  North  Carolina,  that  I  hung  him  up,  tortured  him, 
and  maltreated  him  in  every  way,  shape,  and  form.  Now,  I  never  laid  the  weight 
of  my  hand  upon  that  man;  I  never  siioke  five  words  to  him,  as  can  be  clearly  proved 
by  those  who  wei'e  prisoners  at  the  same  time.  There  was  another  man  of  the  name 
oi'  William  Patton,  Avhoni  Mr.  Turner  alleged  I  had  maltreated  and  hung  up.  He  after- 
ward made  an  affidavit  that  such  was  not  the  case,  which  was  iiublished  in  the  Daily 
Standard  in  Ealcigli.  There  was  also  a  man  by  the  name  of  Rogers,  I  think,  who  made 
an  aflidavit  that  I  had  hung  him  uj)  and  tortui'ed  him.  I  never  interfered  with  him  in 
the  least. 

Question.  By  what  means  were  those  confessions  obtained  of  whicb  you  speak  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  suppose  from  fear  of  being  tried  by  military  court-martial,  as  it  was  gen- 
erally understood  would  be  the  case  after  we  first  came  to  Alamance  and  Caswell 
Counties. 

Qiiefttion.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  persons,  while  piisoners  in  your  cus- 
tody, were  treated  in  the  manner  si)oken  of  in  those  affidavits  ? 

AnstvfT.  I  do  not. 

Qnestion.  What  was  the  state  of  feeling  among  the  people  when  you  went  there  as  to 
the  security  of  their  persons  and  projierty  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  this 
organization  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  am  not  sufficiently  well  informed  to  answer  that  question. 

Question.  What  did  you  find  the  feeling  to  be  among  that  portion  of  the  i^eoi^le  with 
whom  j"ou  came  in  contact  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  found  that  they  felt  insecure  ;  that  is,  the  colored  portion  of  the  jiopula- 
tiou  and  those  who  took  sides  with  the  colored  jjopulation. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  remain  there  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  Avas  there  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  months.  Then  I  was  arrested  and 
thrown  into  jail  at  Raleigh,  and  after  I  had  been  in  jail  ninety-four  days  I  was  re- 
leased by  his  honor  Judge  Bond  upon  a  Avrit  of  haheas  corpus.  I  then  went  direct  to 
Danville,  where  I  remaiued  two  dajs,  when  I  was  arrested  by  a  North  Carolinian  by 
the  name  of  Wiley,  who  lives  in  Caswell  County.  I  was  run  down  by  blood-hounds, 
arrested,  and  taken  before  the  mayor  of  Dan\':ille.  After  I  had  been  before  the  mayor 
about  an  hour,  an  affidavit  and  warrant  were  made  out  against  me,  but  I  was  finally 
released. 

Question.  Upon  what  charges  were  you  arrested  at  Danville  ? 

Ansu-er.  Upon  the  charge  of  larceny,  of  stealing  a  pistol  from  F.  A.  Wiley.  I  was 
ordered  by  Governor  Holden  to  arrest  Wiley,  and  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  I  ordered 
that  his  arms  should  be  taken  from  him.  He  alleged  in  his  affidavit  at  Danville  that 
I  had  taken  the  pistol ;  but  when  he  came  to  swear  before  the  coiut  he  could  not  posi- 
tively state  that  he  had  ever  seen  the  pistol  in  my  possession. 

Question.  While  in  Alamance  County,  were  you  actiug  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of 
the  governor  of  the  State  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  found  evidence  in  the  county  of  Alamance  that  ])robably  two- 
thii'ds  of  the  white  citizens  of  that  county  were  members  of  the  organization  known 
as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  ;  at  least,  they  told  me  so. 

Question.  From  what  information  do  you  speak  as  to  the  purposes  of  that  organiza- 
tion in  that  county  ? 

Ansiver.  From  the  confessions  of  its  own  members. 

Question.  Confessions  made  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  had  the  most  of  those  confessions  in  writing;  but  they  were  after- 
ward destroyed  when  I  was  arrested  and  taken  down  to  Raleigh. 

Question.  Did  any  of  them  state  to  you  any  of  the  means  used  by  them  to  intimidate 
voters  or  to  influence  elections. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  said  by  tliem  on  that  sulyect? 

Answer.  That  they  accomplished  their  ends  by  means  of  scourging,  whipping,  hang- 
ing and  maltreating  in  every  shape  and  form. 

Question.  What  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  you  left  Alamance  County  ?  Was 
this  organization  in  operation  then,  or  had  its  operations  ceased  ? 

Answer.  I  think  its  operations  had  ceased. 

Question.  Were  the  operations  of  that  order  justified  by  any  jjortion  of  the  popula- 
tion there  ? 

Answer.  It  was  justified  by  those  who  were  members  of  the  organization,  and  op- 
posed by  those  who  were  not ;  and  it  was  opposed  by  a  great  many  who  were  actual 
members  of  the  organization  ? 

Question.  What  justification  was  given  ?   ' 
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Answer.  That  it  was  in  order  to  counteract  tlie  operations  of  an  organization  known 
a.s  the  Union  League,  I  believe.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  tliat  organization.  I 
am  not  a  member  of  any  secret  organization  myself.  I  have  heard  of  outrages  having 
been  committed  by  the  organization  known  as  the  Union  League,  but  I  know  nothing 
as  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  assertion. 

Qucsiioii.  Wliere  were  ^"ou  living  at  the  time  you  were  commissioned  as  lieutenuut 
colonel  of  this  force  of  State  militia  ? 

Ansiccr.  I  was  at  the  time  practicing  law  in  the  city  of  Washington,  before  the  United 
States  Court  of  Claims. 

Question.  At  whose  request  did  you  accept  that  position? 

Ansiver.  At  the  time  I  was  practicing  in  this  citj',  I  received  several  claims  from 
Colonel  G.  W.  Kirk,  who  Avas  residing  in  Jonesboro,  East  Tennessee,  which  he  desired 
me  to  prosecute;  I  took  charge  of  them,  and  I  had  been  at  work  on  them  for  several 
days,  when  Major  Rollins,  of  this  city,  received  a  communication  from  Governor  Holden, 
requesting  him  to  go  to  North  Carolina,  and  take  charge  of  the  troops  known  as  State 
troops.  Major  Rollins  stated  that  he  could  not  go,  and  saw  Kirk,  who  said  he  would 
go.  Kirk  said  he  wanted  me  to  go  and  assist  him  to  organize  the  troops, .and  I  con- 
sented to  go.  After  I  arrived  there,  nothing  would  do  but  that  I  should  remain ;  and 
as  a  reward  for  my  services  in  obeying  orders,  I  received  ninety-four  days'  imprison- 
ment in  jail,  and  six  weeks'  pay.  During  the  time  I  was  in  jail,  I  was  not  visited  by 
Governor  Ilolden  or  any  of  his  friends.     Several  of  my  northern  friends  came  to  see  me. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  being  in  jail,  were  you  committed  to  await  trial  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  committed  to  jail  to  await  trial.  I  was  in  jail  with  twelve 
negroes  and  fourteen  white  men. 

Question.  By  whom  were  you  committed  ? 

Answa:  By  the  United  States  marshal. 

Question.  By  what  judge? 

Answer.  Tlie  writ  was  taken  out  of  the  United  States  circuit  coiu't. 

Q^uestion.  Were  yon  examined  by  a  commissioner  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  upon  certain  affidavits.  I  was  sued  in  the  sum  of  .$"20,000 
damages,  by  one  Josiah  Turner,  jr.,  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Scott,  and  another  by 
the  name  of  .John  Rich  Ireland,  for  lalse  arrest  and  false  imprisonment. 

Question.  And  you  were  connnitted  for  want  of  bail  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  believe  Judge  Brooks  issued  a  writ  against  me  to  keep  the 
peace,  binding  me  over  in  the  sum  of  .^5,000  to  keep  tlie  peace  in  North  Carolina,  upon 
several  allidavits  made  against  me  alleging  that  I  had  maltreated  iiersous,  by  Murray, 
Rogers,  and  ]»erhaps  some  others. 

Quexlinn.  ^^'ere  lliose  affidavits  made  by  persons  whom  you  had  arrested  as  members 
of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  arrest  Josiah  Turner,  jr.,  as  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux 
Klan.  I  do  not  kpow  that  he  was  a  member  of  it ;  I  never  had  any  evidence  of  the 
fact  that  he  was. 

By  Mr.  Bayaijd  : 

Question.  Of  what  State  arc  you  a  native? 

,-lHsicer.  New  Jersey. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  a  citizen  of  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  I  am  not  sufficiently  well  informed  to  answer  that  question.  I  was  told  by 
Governor  Holden  tliat  I  was  a  citizen  of  the  State,  after  I  had  taken  an  oath  to  supijort 
the  constitution  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Question.  Did  j-ou  take  that  oath  when  you  first  went  down  there  to  take  service 
under  him  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  period  of  your  service  there  the  only  period  of  your  residence  in 
that  State  at  any  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  never  was  in  the  State  before.  My  family  at  that  time  was  in 
Jonesboro,  East  T<'nnessee,  where  I  had  taken  my  wife  for  her  health. 

Question.  What  is  your  age  ? 

Answer.  I  am  twenty-four  years  of  age. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer:  I  went  there  on  the  20th  of  Jimc,  and  left  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  No- 
vember, 1870. 

Question.  How  long  did  your  operations  last  there  as  an  officer  of  the  militia? 

Anmccr.  About  two  mouths  and  a  half;  the  balance  of  the  time  I  was  in  jail. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  you  are  not  cognizant  that  any  person  arrested  by  you  waa 
maltreated  ? 

Ansica:  I  do  say  so,  most  emphatically. 

Question.  Neither  by  you  nor  by  any  of  your  connuand  ? 

Answer.  By  neither. 

Question.  You  are  not  cognizant  of  any  such  treatment  ? 
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Answer'.  1  am  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  any  person  had  been  so  maltreated? 

A)iswe)'.  Only  through  the  source  I  have  mentioned;  I  never  heard  so  fi'om  my  o\^■n 
men,  from  any  of  my  own  command;  I  know  nothing  myself  of  the  fact. 

Question.  Or  of  any  extortion  of  testimony  by  intimidation  or  actual  violence? 

Ansrver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  know  nothing  of  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  What  were  your  orders  from  Governor  Holden  in  respect  to  arrest  and  trial  ? 

Answer.  My  orders  were  to  arrest  every  man  who  was  connected,  or  supposed  to  bo 
connected,  with  the  organization  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan. 

Qtiestion.  To  do  what  with  them? 

Answer.  To  hold  them  subject  to  orders  of  Governor  Holden. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  orders  for  their  trial  in  any  Avay  by  military  com- 
mission ? 

Answer.  I  never  had  any  orders  directly  to  that  effect. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  indirectly  ? 

Ansircr.  There  was  a  commission  established  at  one  time,  that  is,  a  military  court- 
martial,  and  my  name  was  i>ut  uj)on  it.  I  had  my  name  withdrawn.  That  is  about 
all  I  know  of  it. 

Question.  Who  composed  that  commission,  as  you  understood  ? 

Answer.  It  was  composed  of  several  military  officers  of  several  counties  of  the  State, 
ranging  from  brigadier  general  down  to  captain. 

Question.  Gives  us  their  names,  if  you  can. 

Answer.  I  believe  a  Colonel  Clarke  was  named  as  the  president ;  I  do  not  know  the 
other  officers. 

Question.  By  Avhom  was  that  commission  ordered? 

Answer.  By  Governor  Holden. 

Question.  For  whatPi>urpose  ? 

Anstver.  To  trj^  the  prisoners  who  had  committed  those  outrages. 

Question.  Prisoners  cai)tured  by  you  in  Alamance  and  Caswell  counties? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  whom  were  you  jiaid  ? 

Answer.  By  the  State  treasurer. 

Quesdon.  Did  you  organize  the  regiment  to  which  you  vrere  attached,  or  assist  in  or- 
ganizing it  ? 

A  nswer.  I  assisted  in  organizing  it  ? 

Question.  Where  were  the  men  recruited  ? 

Ansieer.  In  Western  North  Cai'olina. 

Question.  Who  were  they  ? 

Ansu-er.  Citizens  of  Western  North  Carolina. 

Question.  Were  there  any  citizens  of  Tennessee  among  them  ? 

Answer.  There  were  some,  I  Ijelieve  ;  but  I  was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  to  know 
who  were  and  who  were  not  from  Tennessee. 

Question.  You  were  a  stranger  there? 

Ansive):  Comparatively  a  stranger. 

Question.  You  were  not  acrxuainted  with  the  i^eople  of  the  State  there  till  you  went 
there  ? 

Ansieer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  were  discharged  from  jail  by  Judge  Bond  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sii- ;  I  was  told  so,  I  never  saw  the  order  of  discharge. 

Question.  How  was  the  order  applied  for  ? 

Ansicer.  Upon  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

Question.  Were  you  brought  before  him? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  obtained  that  writ  for  you  ?    Who  was  your  agent  ? 

Answer.  I  sent  my  brother-in-law,  Captain  Winner,  to  Baltimore,  to  ascertain  if 
Judge  Bond  would  come  down  and  hear  my  case  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  citing 
the  facts  of  the  case.  I  believe  Captain  Winner  also  bore  a  request  from  Governor 
Holden  and  several  other  gentlemen  in  North  Carolina. 

Question.  To  Judge  Bond? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  he  hear  your  case? 

Ansicer.  In  August,  I  think ;  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Were  you  arrested  and  imprisoned  in  August  ? 

Avsicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  were  yon  discharged? 

Ansicer.  Upon  the  28th  of  November,  I  think  ;  upon  the  last  Monday  in  November. 

Question.  Did  he  suspend  his  decision  all  that  time  ? 

Ansiver.  I  supx^ose  he  did. 
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Question.  Do  I  uuderstand  you  to  say  that  in  August  Jvidge  Bond  heard  yoiu-  applica- 
tion for  a  discharge  upon  a  writ  of  habeas  corx^us  'I 

Avsira:  Yes,  sir. 

Qid'ntUm.  And  he  did  not  make  the  order  for  your  discharge  until  the  following  No- 
vember ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  two  and  a  half  or  three  months  after  I  had  been  j)ut  in  jail. 

Question.  How  were  you  informed  of  your  discharge  ? 

Ansiver.  The  deputy  United  States  marshal  came  for  me  on  the  evening  of  the  28th 
of  November ;  I  tliinli  it  was  the  28th ;  it  was  the  last  Monday  in  November.  He  told 
me  that  the  United  States  marshal  desired  to  see  me.  Neither  of  them  had  heeu  near 
me  during  all  that  time.  I  went  around  with  him  to  the  office  of  the  United  States 
uiarshal,  who  told  me  he  had  an  order  for  my  discharge. 

Question.  At  what  time  of  the  evening  was  that  ? 

Answer.  Between  six  and  seven  o'clocli. 

Question.  Upon  what  day  of  the  week  ? 

Ansiver.  Monday. 

Question.  AVhere  did  you  go  then  ? 

Answer.  I  went  around  town  to  see  if  I  could  raise  some  money  with  which  to  get  to 
Danville.  I  succeeded  in  raising  nine  dollars,  took  the  cars  and  came  to  Danville, 
where  I  waited  until  I  could  get  sufficient  funds  to  enable  me  to  get  further.  In  the 
mean  time  I  was  hunted  down  by  blood-hounds,  captured,  taken  before  the  mayor,  and 
discharged. 

Question.  Is  Danville  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  is  in  A^irginia,  four  miles  from  the  line  of  Caswell  County, 

Question.  Wen;  you  under  arrest  at  the  same  time  under  a  criminal  charge  as  well  as 
under  civil  suits  lor  false  imprisonment? 

Ansiver.  I  suppose  I  was. 

Question.  By  whom  were  you  committed  ?  * 

Answer.  By  the  United  States  marshal.  # 

Question.  Was  it  by  the  order  of  the  United  States  commissioner,  or  the  United  States 
district  judge? 

Ansirer.  I  do  not  know;  I  never  stopped  to  inquire.  I  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
my  friends  to  look  after  my  case. 

Question.  Were  there  any  suits  agaiust  you  in  any  of  the  State  courts  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  tiiero  were. 

Question.  Were  you  under  bail,  or  committed  in  default  of  bail,  iu  any  of  the  State 
courts  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  was  not.  I  am  positive  of  that.  It  was  an  impossibility  to  reach 
me  with  a  writ  of  a  State  court  while  I  was  under  arrest  by  order  of  a  United  States 
court. 

Question.  Arc  you  aware  whether  writs  were  out  against  you  at  the  suits  of  citizens 
of  the  State  in  the  State  courts  ? 

Answer.  I  was  told  so. 

Question.  Was  Judge  Bond  informed  of  that  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  any  one  appear  before  Judge  Bond  to  contest  your  application  for  a  dis- 
charge upon  writ  of  habeas  corpus? 

Answer.  Thei'e  were  three  or  four  lawyers  there  upon  the  other  side,  and  I  had  two 
or  three  lawyers.  Judge  Merrinum  was  upon  the  other  side,  and  I  think  Judge  Battle 
■was  upon  the  other  side,  though  I  am  not  positive  as  to  that,  and  there  were  one  or 
two  more. 

Question.  Were  the  parties  jircscnt  who  had  sued  you  for  false  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment— Turner  ami  the  others? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  any  testimony  heard  at  all  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  None  wluitever  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  my  jiresence. 

Question.  Were  affidavits  read  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Those  were  all  agaiust  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  any  read  in  your  behalf? 

Answer.  Simply  juy  own  affidavit. 

Question.  That  was  the  only  one? 

Answer.  I  think  tliat  was  all. 

Question.  Those  affidavits  alleged  ill  treatment  and  false  imj>ri8onmeut  by  you  f 

Ansiecr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  the  ground  of  holding  you  to  bail? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  There  never  was  any  further  i^roceediug  iu  the  case  ?  > 

Anstvcr.  Not  to  my  knowledge  ? 
Question.  Until  you  were  discharged  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Citatrmax  : 

Question.  Were  there  anj^  trials  before  this  military  commission  of  which  you  have 
spoken  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all;  I  think  it  never  sat. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  written  confessions  of  the  prisoners  in  your  custody  having 
been  destroyed.  By  whom  were  they  destroyed  ?  Did  you  destroy  them,  or  were  they 
destroyed  by  others  ? 

Ansiver.  I  left  them  at  the  time  in  the  court-house  in  Graham,  supposing,  of  course, 
that  they  would  be  properly  taken  care  of.  After  I  had  arrived  at  Ealcigh,  and  had 
been  in  jail  for  some  time,  Colonel  Kirk  was  ordered  to  Ealeigh  and  he  left  the  i^apers 
at  Graham.  I  do  not  know  exactly  that  they  were  destroyed ;  they  were  out  of  my 
possession. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  them  afterward? 

Ansieer.  No,  sii\ 

Question.  Were  the  suits  of  which  you  have  spoken  instituted  against  you  on  the 
ground  that  the  orders  of  Governor  Holdeu  to  you  were  not  justified  by  the  law,  or 
that  you  were  proceeding  illegally  under  those  orders? 

Ansuxr.  They  were  simply  for  false  arrest  and  maltreatment  of  j)risoners  ;  that  was 
about  the  siibstaiice. 

Question.  Did  they  embrace  both  grounds,  attacking  the  validity  of  the  orders  of 
Governor  Holdeu  to  you,  and  also  attackiug  you  for  exceeding  your  orders  iu  the  dis- 
charge of  your  duties  ? 
tAnsicer.  I  presume  they    did  ;  at  least  I  took  them  so  at  the  time. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Judge  Bond  filed  any  reasons  for  ordering  your 
discharge  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir  ]  I  never  saw  any,  if  he  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  the  charge  iipon  which  you  were  arrested  at  Danville  ? 

Answer.  For  stealing  a  pistol  from  Wiley. 

Question.  That  was  after  your  discharge  by  Judge  Bond? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  about  being  hunted  down  by  bloodhounds  ?  Were  you  outside 
of  the  town  of  Danville  ? 

Ansrver.  While  I  was  iu  Dauville  I  walked  up  the  main  street,  and  met  Wiley  there- 
He  cursed  me  a  little,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  spoke  very  politely  in  return.  I  think 
he  went  before  an  alderman,  or  the  mayor  of  the  town,  and  made  an  afiidavib  against 
me.  Some  of  my  friends  came  to  me  and  told  me  that  I  had  better  leave  town  and  get 
out  of  Dauville,  and  they  would  meet  me  outside  of  the  town  and  furnish  me  a  horse 
to  take  me  over  to  Lynchburg.  I  went  across  the  bridge  over  Dan  Eiver,  and  was  met 
by  two  policemen,  who  asked  me  my  name.  I  told  them  my  name  was  registered  at 
the  hotel  as  B.  George.  They  said  they  were  looking  for  a  fellow  of  the  name  of  Berger, 
who  had  committed  some  outrage  in  North  Carolina,  and  was  believed  to  be  a  fugitive 
from  justice.  I  denied  being  the  man,  and  told  them  they  had  uo  right  to  arrest  me 
in  Virginia.  One  of  them  said  he  would  go  and  bring  a  man  who  know  me,  and  the 
other  could  stay  with  me  and  keep  me  from  escaping.  After  the  other  had  got  away 
some  distance,  I  ran  away  from  the  other  one  and  got  into  a  field  where  there  was  some 
high  grass  and  secreted  myself.  After  I  had  been  there  for  perhaps  a  half  an  hour,  I 
heard  some  dogs  iu  the  woods  and  supposed  they  were  hunting  for  game.  I  got  on  my 
hands  and  knees  and  crawled  a  quarter  or  a  half  a  mile,  until  I  got  to  a  brickyard,  where 
I  saAv  a  negro  who  told  me  that  there  were  bloodhounds  tipon  my  track,  and  that  I  had 
better  make  for  some  tree.  I  made  for  a  tree,  but  before  I  got  up  into  it  the  dogs  came 
up  to  me,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Graves  came  up  and  commanded  me  to  surrender. 
Of  course  I  surrendered,  as  I  had  no  arms  with  me,  and  I  was  then  taken  to  Danville. 

Question.  That  was  the  way  you  were  arrested  ? 

yiuswer.  Yes,  sir;  no  warrant  was  served  on  me  until  I  had  been  iu  the  mayor's  office 
fully  an  hour. 

By  Mr.  Bay^vrd  : 

Question.  How  many  men  did  you  arrest  without  warrants  in  Caswell  and  Alamanco 
Counties  ? 
Answer.  Do  you  mean  by  the  order  of  Governor  Holden ? 
Question.  You  say  you  arrested  persons  by  his  orders  ;  how  did  you  arrest  them  ? 
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Answer.  I  sent  out  and  had  them  brought  in;  whenerer  we  ascertained  that  a  citizen 
of  that  county  was  a  member  of  this  so-called  Ku-Ivlux  Klan,  we  sent  men  out  and  had 
him  brought  in. 

Question,  Did  you  arrest  men  whether  they  were  or  were  not  members  of  the  organ- 
ization ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  I  arrested  a  man  there  who  proved  not  to  be  a  member  of  that 
organization. 

Question.  Did  you  arrest  Josiah  Turner,  jr.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  member  of  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  arrested  him  because  Governor  Holdeu  ordered  his  arrest ;  I  had  to  obey 
his  orders. 

Question.  You  arrested  those  men  at  your  discretion  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Without  warrants  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  thought  your  question  was  in  reference  to  citizens  of  Alamanco 
County. 

Question.  I  referred  to  Alamance  and  Caswell  Counties,  where  you  were  stationed. 

Answer.  I  was  in  Caswell  County  but  a  few  days. 

Question.  What  was  the  strength  of  your  command  ? 

Answer.  Sometimes,  at  Company's  SIiops,  I  had  as  many  as  four  hundred  men  ;  then 
Rgain,  sometimes,  I  would  not  have  more  than  lifteen  men. 

Question.  How  many  men,  altogether,  had  Kirk  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  1  can  tell  the  exact  number ;  between  six  and  seven 
hundred,  I  fliink. 

Question.  Did  you  take  the  prisoners  to  Raleigh  when  they  were  discharged  by  Judge 
Brooks  ? 

Ansicer.  Not  when  they  were  discharged  by  Judge  Brooks,  but  when  they  were  dis- 
iharged  by  Chief  Justice  Pearson. 

Question.  How  many  did  you  tal^c  down  ? 

Answer.  Twelve  or  fourteen — probably  more. 

Question.  Were  they  all  discharged f 

Ansivcr.  I  cannot  tell  tliat;  there  was  one  man,  o£  the  name  of  Gray,  who  was 
charged  with  burning  a  school-house  in  Alamance  ;  he  was  thrown  in  ])rison  because 
he  conld  not  give  bail;  he  was  in  the  vsame  jail  with  me;  I  understand  that  he  has 
been  released  lately ;  another  man,  Wiley,  charged  witli  the  murder  of  Stephens,  iii 
the  county  of  Caswell,  was  ordered  to  give  bond  to  the  amount  of  several  thousand 
dollars,  and  others  were  obliged  to  give  bonds. 

Question.  All  those  acts  with  which  those  men  Averc  charged  occuiTed  prior  to  your 
going-  into  the  State? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  any  election  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  was  over  at  the  comt-house  in  Graham  for  about  live  minutes  dining  an 
election. 

Question.  Yon  have  spoken  of  the  intimidation  of  voters  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  other  acts  of  that  kind  ? 

Answer.  Y(!S,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  those  acts,  or  was  your  information  in 
regard  to  them  merely  hearsay  ? 

Answer.  Hearsay,  and  from  confessions  made  to  me. 

Question.  You  were  never  in  this  State  before  this  three  months'  service  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  have  not  been  there  since  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  people  there  ? 

Ansivcr.  No,  .sir. 

Question.  And  what  you  have  stated  about  theu"  acts  is  based  upon  information  de- 
rived from  others  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Sir.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  justify  yourself  for  your  acts  under  the  authority  of  Holdeu? 

Ansicer.  I  do. 

Question.  What  was  your  anxiety  to  escaiic  from  North  Carolina,  where  you  wera 
arraigned  to  be  tried  for  those  acts  ? 

Ansica:  I  liad  no  j)articular  desire  to  lie  in  prison  any  longer,  and  I  was  anxious  to 
get  to  my  family. 

Question.  Are  yoji  going  back  to  stand  a  trial  on  those  charges  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  will,  though  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  think  they  could  do 
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anything  with  me.  Everything  I  did  was  done  according  to  the  orders  of  Governor 
Holden,  He  made  certain  representations  to  me;  if  they  were  false,  that  is  not  my 
fault.  After  I  was  thrown  into  prison  Governor  Holden  did  not  come  near  me.  I  saw 
him  hut  once  dnriug  the  time  I  was  iu  jail,  and  yet  1  was  Avithin  sound  of  his  dinner 
bell  the  whole  time. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Did  he,  according  to  your  knowledge,  undertake  to  repudiate  your  acts 
at  all "? 

Ausiccr.  Not  to  my  knowledge ;  except  that  I  see  in  the  replication  he  has  filed  in  the 
matter  of  his  impeachment  he  denies  having  ordered  mc  to  arrest  Josiah  Turner,  jr. 

Qncstion.  Did  he  order  it? 

Ansirer.  He  did,  most  emphatically. 

Question.  Were  his  orders  to  you  generally  verbal  or  written  ? 

Answer.  They  were  generally  verbal.  He  simply  ordered  me  to  arrest  men  of  whom 
I  had  any  evidence  at  all  that  they  were  mendjers  of  the-  organization  known  as  the 
Ku-Klux  Klan,  and  to  hold  them  until  I  had  further  orders  from  him  ;  which  I  did. 

Question.  Did  any  writs  of  habeas  corpus  come  to  you  while  you  were  there  f 

Answer.  Never  to  me. 

Question.  None  Avere  ever  served  on  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  attempt  ever  made,  that  you  know  of,  to  serve  them  on  you  ? 

Answer.  Not  upon  me. 

Question.  To  wliom  were  they  directed  ? 

Answer.  To  Colonel  Kirk,  I  think. 

Question.  And  he  made  all  the  replies  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  he  did. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  known  Kirk  before  you  took  command  under  him  ? 

Answer.  I  first  met  Colonel  Kirk  in  December,  1869. 

Question.  Wliere  ? 

Answer.  In  .Jonesboro,  East  Tennessee. 

Question.  That  was  his  residence  ? 

Answer.  That  was  his  residence  at  tliat  time. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  had  anything  to  do  with  him  before,  or  known  of  him 
before  ? 

Ansivcr.  No,  sir  ;  and  I  regret  esceedicgly  that  I  ever  had  anything  to  do  with  him 
since.  ^  ' 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Why  ? 

Answer.  Well,  for  several  reasons.  I  do  ncjt  think  I  would  ever  have  been  in  jail  if  I  had 
never  met  him  ;  I  do  not  think  I  would  ever  have  lost  my  practice  if  I  had  never  met 
him  ;  and  there  are  several  other  reasons,  too  numerous  to  mention. 

Question.  Were  you  sworn  into  service  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  oath? 

Ansicer.  To  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  constitution  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  obey  all  orders  of  my  superior ;  similar  to  any 
other  military  oath. 

Question.  To  obey  all  legal  orders,  you  mean  ? 

Answer.  All  orders  from  a  superior  officer. 

Question.  x\ll  legal  orders,  is  the  military  oath. 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  phrase  "legal  orders"  was  iu  the  oath  ;  I  think  I  would 
liave  rememl)ered  it  if  it  had  been. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  you  cannot  protect  yourself  for  an  illegal  act  by  alleg- 
ing an  illegal  order  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  know  that.  But  it  is  natural  for  an  inferior  officer  to  suppose 
that  he  would  receive  nothing  but  legal  orders  from  a  superior  officer. 

Question.  That  might  have  been  the  inference  with  you,  but  it  is  not  always  the  case, 
however. 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  about  that. 

Washixgton,  D.  C,  Fehruary  13.  1871. 
William  H.  Battle  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  your  residence  and  occupation. 

Answer.  I  am  a  resident  of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  My  occupation  is  that  of  law- 
yer, practicing  in  the  supreme  and  Federal  courts. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  a  citizen  of  North  Carolina,  and  what  public  posi- 
tion have  you  filled  ? 
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Answer.  I  was  born  in  Edgerton  County,  in  1802.  In  1840  I  was  appointeil  judge  of 
the  superior  court,  and  remained  on  the  bench  for  12  years.  I  was  then  phvced  ou  the 
bench  of  the  supreme  court,  where  I  remained  16  years.  I  was  on  the  bench  at  the 
beginning  of  the  late  war  and  remained  tliere  during  the  war.  In  1865  tbe  offices  of 
all  the  judges  were  declared  vacant.  I  was  reelected  judge  of  the  supreme  court  again, 
and  remained  there  till  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

QitesiioH.  Were  you  a  candidate  under  the  new  constitution  for  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  ? 

Answer.  My  name  was  before  the  peojile  under  the  new  constitution,  but  I  was  not 
elected. 

Question.  Through  what  portion  of  the  State  do  you  travel  iu  the  discharge  of  your 
professional  duties  now  ? 

Answer.  I  am  confined  entirely  to  the  city  of  Raleigh.  I  am  practicing  law  with  my 
two  sons  as  partners ;  one  of  them  was  former  treasurer  of  the  State.  We  never  leave 
the  city  at  all. 

Question.  Have  you  sufficient  acquaintance  with  the  condition  of  the  State  to  testify 
as  to  the  sense  of  security  that  is  felt  by  the  people  as  to  their  persons  and  property  in 
other  portions  than  that  in  which  you  immediately  reside? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  information  derived  from  newspapers  and  reports  from 
others,  and  unless  I  am  greatly  niistakeu  there  is  a  general  feeling  of  security  for  per- 
son and  property  throughout  the  State.  In  some  localities  there  may  have  been  out- 
rages committed.  In  his  last  message,  Governor  Holdeu  declared,  as  he  had  done  before 
by  proclamation,  that  there  was  general  peace  and  security  prevailing  throughout  the 
State.     He  congratulated  the  legislature  upon  that  fact. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  any  secret  organization  in  the 
State  which  interfiTcs  with  the  security  of  person  and  property  in  its  operations? 

Answer.  None  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  From  the  general  information  of  which  you  have  spoken,  if  you  have  any 
belief  ou  that  subject,  state  what  it  is. 

Answer.  I  have  a  belief.  I  Avas  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  applicants  for  wi'its  of 
habeas  corpus  before  the  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  North  Carolina,  and  also 
before  Judg(i  I5rooks  of  tlie  United  States  court  for  the  district  of  Nortli  Carolina. 

Question.  Wen;  those  applications  made  at  the  instance  of  persons  arrested  or  wero 
they  volunteered  ? 

Anstccr.  They  were  made  at  the  instance  of  the  jiersons  arrested.  I  and  several  other 
gentlemen  were  employed  as  counsel  to  prosecute  their  cases.  J.  was  also  counsel  after 
Judge  Brooks  released  all  who  had  been  taken  by  Colonel  Khlc  and  his  troops.  I  was 
counsel  for  those  who  were  taken  by  bench  warrants  issued  liy  Chief  Justice  Pearson, 
and  brought  before  him  and  Judges  Dick  and  Settle.  In  That  way  I  ac(|uired  all  the 
knowledge  I  possess.  Prior  to  that  time  I  had  heard  of  the  name  Kn-Klux,  but  I  did  not 
know  the  name  <if  a  single  order.  In  that  inve'tigation  I  learned  tliat  tiiere  were  dif- 
ferent orcUMs  caHed  by  the  general  name  of  Ku-Klux,  and  also  that  there  was  an  order 
called  the  Union  League.  The  latter  war,  composed  mainlj-  of  colored  persons  ;  por- 
tions of  the  white  people,  I  tiiink,  were  also  members  of  it.  Tliere  was  an  order  of  the 
Ku-Kliix  called  the  "White  Brotherhood,  I  believe,  and  another  I  think  was  called  the 
Invisible  Emjiire. 

Question.  From  the  evidence  disclosed  on  that  examination,  were  you  satislled  of  the 
existence  of  the  orders  known  as  tlie  Invisible  Enipin;  and  White  Brotherhood? 

Answer.  I  was  not  so  well  satisfied  about  the  luvisible  Empire,  but  about  tin;  White 
BrotherliDod  there  Avas  no  sort  of  doul)t. 

Question.  What  did  the  evidence  disclose  to  you  to  be  the  purpose  of  tlie  White 
Brotherhood,  and  the  means  by  which  its  purpose  was  to  be  accomplished  ? 

Answer.  In  answering  that  question  permit  me  to  state  that  tliere  Avas  another 
order,  tlie  one  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,  called  the  Union  League,  which  I 
believe  was  formed  originally  for  political  purposes  and  for  political  purposes  only ; 
and  I  think  these  others  were  formed  lor  the  same  jnirpose,  to  counteract  the  effect  of 
the  I'uion  Leagues,  That  was  the  impression  made  ou  my  mind  by  all  the  evidence 
which  I  heard.  In  tlu'ir  origin  I  believe  neither  of  them  was  intended  to  accomplish 
any  violation  of  law,  but  as  they  were  coni])osed  of  very  large  numbers  of  rash  and 
violent  men,  I  am  satistied  both  of  them  did  euinmit  great  violations  of  l.iw.  I  am  sat- 
islied  that  these  leagues  and  these  clans  or  camps,  as  they  were  called,  were  the  means 
by  which  these  lawless  acts  were  accomplished. 

^Question.  Did  the  evidence  disclose  any  instance  in  which  members  of  the  Union 
League  had  committed  violence  to  the  extent  of  personal  injury  ?  If  so,  give  us  the 
instances. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  am  not  sure  that  I  can  name  any  instance,  but  I  am  satistied  that 
the  evidence  showed  that  ])ersous  l)elongingto  those  leagues  counnitted  the  crimes  of 
arson,  stealing,  Ac,  but  whether  they  were  prompted  by  the  leagues  I  do  not  know. 

Questimi.  Name  any  instance  iu  which  the  evidence  showed  crimes  of  that  character 
committed  by  dillerent  members  of  the  League,  or  by  its  order,  or  with  its  countenance  J 
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Ansicer.  I  clo  not  think  I  can  name  any  particular  one  ;  I  was  satisfied,  tliougb,  that 
there  were  houses  burned  in  the  counties  of  Alamance,  Orange,  Wake,  and  Chatham.  I 
have  a  paper  in  my  pocket  now  that  speaks  of  the  conviction  lately  of  divers  persons 
who  formerly  belonged  to  those  leagues.  AVhether  they  were  Tinhiwful  combinations 
that  committed  that  act  and  they  were  made  in  the  leagues,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  In  what  county  was  that  ? 

Answer.  In  Chatham  County. 

(Jucsdon.  Were  they  colored  men  who  were  convicted  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  before  a  court  held  by  Judge  Tourgee  ;  prosecuted  by  Solicitor 
Bulla. 

Quest im.  For  wrongs  inflicted  upon  other  colored  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  for  burning  barus  and  stables  belonging  to  white  men.  If  the  news- 
paper report  is  true,  there  was  a  regular  organized  plan  ;  certain  persons  were  fixed 
upon  to  set  fire  to  the  buildings,  and  another  set  were  designated  to  stand  around,  and 
when  the  owner  came  out  to  attempt  to  extinguish  the  flames,  they  were  to  shoot  at 
him.  This  I  learned  from  uewsx>aper  rei)orts  since  I  acted,  as  counsel  in  the  cases  re- 
ferred to. 

Question.  From  the  evidence  disclosed  in  the  examination  in  which  yon  were  coun- 
sel, are  yon  satisfied  of  the  commission  of  personal  injuries  and  of  nuirder,  either  by 
individual  members  of  what  is  popularly  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  or  by  its  order 
or  with  its  countenauce  ?    If  so,  give  us  the  instances. 

Answer.  I  was  satisfied  from  the  testimony  that  they  were  guilty  of  violations  of  law, 
whipping  negroes  charged  with  various  ofi'enses.  Ones  was  for  a  gross  insult  to  a  white 
lady,  another  was  for  stealing,  and  another  for  barn-burning.  They  were  disguised, 
and  were,  no  doubt,  actiug  as  Ku-Ivlux ;  I  was  satisfied  of  that.  There  was  a  man 
named  Outlaw  hanged  in  the  town  of  Graham.  The  evidence  showed  that  he  was 
hanged  by  a  large  body  of  men  disguised,  but  no  witness  could  tell  who  they  were,  or 
•^•bether  any  one  of  them  was  a  member  of  the  Klu-Klux  Klan.  But  the  general  im- 
pression was  inattll'^-^'  "^vere. 

Question.  AVas  there^  not  testimony  there?  which  showed  that  persons  had  admitted  to 
jNIr.  Boyd  that  they  were  present  at  the  execution  of  Outlaw  ? 

Answer.  Well,  siV,  Ticcortljng  to  my  recollection,  the  nearest  be  came  to  prove  it  was 
that  .some  man  said  he  slept  with  somebody  who  was  present  at  the  hanging. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  Boyd  testifying  that  a  man  named  Bradshaw,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  a  member  of  the  organization,  had  spoken  to  him  of  the  military  officers 
having  the  names  of  sixteen  of  them  who  were  prpsent  at  the  hiUigilig  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot  remember  distinctly.  I  recollect  that  the  name  of  Bradshaw  was 
mentioned,  and  that  Mr.  Boyd  was  esamined  (it  length,  but  I  cannot  remeHibCT  the  dc 
tails. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Did  you  j)repare  a  report  of  the  trials  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  a  copy  of  it  with  you  ? 

Ansicer.  I  did  not  prepare  a  report  of  all  the  evidence  before  Justice  Pearson,  Judge 
Brooks,  and  Judge  Bond.  There  is  a  report  in  the  documents  accompanying  the  mes- 
sage of  Governor  Holden,  that  contains  about  as  much  as  I  can  state. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  From  the  whole  of  the  testimony  adduced  in  the  case,  have  you  any  doubt 
about  the  murder  of  Outlaw  having  been  ordered  and  committed  by  the  Ku-Klux  or- 
ganization ? 

Ansicer.  That  is  my  impression — that  it  was. 

Question.  What  cause,  if  any,  was  given  to  justify  that  murder? 

Answer.  It  was  said  that  he  had  shot  at  a  parcel  of  Ku-Klux  who  were  p*assiug 
through  the  town  of  Graham.    That  was  a  rumor;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  true. 

Question.  That  was  the  only  cause  assigned  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  only  cause  I  recollect  having  been  assigned. 

Question.  Yon  have  spoken  of  the  conviction  of  certain  xiersons,  as  announced  in  the 
papers  :  were  any  of  the  men  tried  and  convicted  of  the  hanging  of  Outlaw  1 

Answer.  They  have  not.  The  impression  on  my  mind  is  that  only  one  has  ever  been 
identified,  except  one  or  two  who  were  suspected,  who  have  fled  the  country. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  arrested  for  the  hanging  of  Outlaw  I 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  has  ;  I  believe  the  only  ones  they  could  fix  upon  with 
any  sort  of  certainty  have  fled  the  country. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  aiTCst,  trial,  and  conviction  of  any  persons 
charged  with  having  committed  these  outrages  as  members  of  the  Kii-Klux  organiza- 
tion ? 

Ansicer.  There  are  a  good  many  of  them  now  bound  over  to  court  in  Alamance 
County,  ready  to  stand  trial.  , 
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Question.  Thus  far  has  there  been  any  convictiou  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina? 

Ansiccr.  I  do  not  think  any  have  been  convicted  as  yet ;  but  the  testimony  that  was 
produced  before  these  judges,  by  whicli  several  were  bound  over  to  court  in  Alamance 
County,  was  certainly  sufficient  to  produce  their  conviction. 

Question.  Have  there  not  been  numerous  trials  of  these  persons,  and  as  a  general  rule 
has  not  the  defense  been  an  alibi,  which  has  been  proved  by  those  who  were  alleged  to 
be  members  of  the  order  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  that  fact  well  enough  to  jnstify  me  in  giving  an  opinion. 

Question.  Do  you  know  it  through  the  newspaper  reports? 

Answer.  I  know  that  has  been  charged,  but  I  do  not  know;  I  have  not  heard  it  with 
sufficient  distinctness  to  say  whether  it  is  so. 

Question.  Did  the  evidence  in  the  investigation  to  which  you  have  alluded  satisfy 
you  that  the  members  of  the  organization  arc  bound  to  sustain  each  other  to  the  ex- 
tent of  perjury  when  they  are  charged  with  offenses  ? 

Ansiver.  It  did  not,  sir.  If  you  will  look  at  the  report,  you  will  find  that,  although 
one  or  two  may  have  gone  that  length  one  of  them  by  the  name  of  Long,  who  was 
proved  to  be  a  Very  l)ad  man,  and  who  has  since  lied  the  country  one  by  th(i  name  of 
Tickell,  who  acknowledged  that  he  belonged  to  the  White  Brotherhood,  after  having 
been  made  api>arcntly  to  admit  this  thing,  upon  cross-examination  said  that  he  did 
not  consider  the  oath  of  the  White  Brotherhood  binding,  as  against  his  oath  in  court. 
I  saw  that  he  Avas  an  honest  man,  and  I  commenced  cross-examining  him.  I  saw  that 
he  had  been  confused,  so  asked  him  some  questions  to  put  him  at  ease.  Then  I  asked 
him  if  he  had  not  voted  since  1868.  He  said  he  had.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  not  reg- 
istered. He  said  he  had.  I  asked  hira  if  he  was  not  sworn  when  he  registered.  Ho 
said  he  Avas.  I  asked  him  how  he  was  sworn.  He  said  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of 
Almighty  God.  He  had  been  asked  what  oath  he  took  as  a  member  of  the  White 
Brotherhood,  and  he  recollected  very  little  about  it,  and  said  that  the  man  who  ad- 
ministered it  did  not  know  ranch  about  it ;  but  he  said  he  was  sworn  by  the  uplifted 
hand.  I  then  asked  him  distinctly,  "Do  you  consider  the  oath  which  yon  took  in  that 
way,  as  a  member  of  the  White  Brotherhood,  as  binding  you  to  violates  the  oath  which 
you  take  when  you  swear  upon  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty  God?"  He  said  he 
did  not.  Then  the  witness  who  was  exainined  next, on  his  cross-examination  brought 
out  precisely  the  same  testimony.  I  asked  him  distinctly,  '"  If  you  Avere  on  a  jury,  and 
a  luember  of  the  White  Brotherhood  were  on  trial,  and  it  was  clearly  proved  that  ho 
was  guilty  by  the  evidence,  and  the  man  should  call  out  to  yon  '  Shih)h,'  the  sign  of 
distress,  would  vou  feel  bound  by  your  oath  as  a  niembt>r  of  tin;  White  Bn^herhood  to 
acquit  that  man  contrary  to  the  law  and  evidence  ?"  lb;  said  he  would  not.  Tiieii  ho 
said  he  felt  bound  to  obey  his  superior  oilicers;  and  I  asked  him  if  that  obligation  ex- 
tended to  eomi)clliug  him  to  violate  the  law  and  kill  a  man.  He  said  it  did  not.  I 
understood  from  both  these  witnesses  that  they  <lid  not  feel  themselves  bound  to  obey 
that  oath  in  preference  to  the  oath  they  might  take  on  the  Holy  Evangelist,  and  did 
not  feel  themselves  bound  to  do  anything  that  violated  the  laws  of  the  country. 

Qucxtion.  Did  he  make  a  diriereiice  between  the  sanctity  of  the  oath  on  the  Holy 
Evangelist  and  the  oath  with  the  uplifted  hand  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  considered  that  more  liinding  taken  on  the  Holy  Evangelist. 

Question.  The  dilfereiice  then  consisted  in  the  form  of  the  oath,  in  his  mind.  If  it 
was  riiversed,  and  he  had  been  sworn  in  court  by  the  ui>lifted  hand,  but  in  the  White 
Brotherhood  by  the  Holy  Evangelist,  ho  Avould  have  considered  the  latter  more  bind- 
ing of  the  two. 

Ansiccr.  As  more  binding,  that  is  my  recollection  of  it. 

Question.  Tiieii.  if  I  nndeistand  yon,  you  say  that  it  Avould  depend  upon  the  opinion 
of  the  individual  member  as  to  the  reJative  sanctity  of  the  two  oaths  he  had  taken, 
whether  the  oath  of  the  order  was  superior  to  the  oath  in  a  court  of  justice. 

Ansuer.  Simplv  this,  that  having  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  in  a  lawful  matter, 
he  did  not  consider  the  oath  he  took  in  the  White  Brotherhood  as  binding. 

Question.  Were  there  not  members  of  the  order  who  testified  that  their  oath  in  the 
order  would  bind  them  to  protect  each  other? 

Ansuer.  I  think  Mr.  Long  <lid. 

Quvxtion.  To  iirotect  each  other  on  juries  or  as  Avitnesses  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  think  he  so  testified,  and  it  is  possible  Mr.  Boyd  may  have  gone  somewhat 
to  that  extent.     I  am  not  sure  how  far  he  did  go. 

Question.  Tlien  your  opinion  is  founded  upon  the  confidence  you  had  in  Tickell's 
testimony  instead'of  that  of  the  other  witnesses  ? 

Answer.  I  discovered  that  he  was  an  honest  man,  though  a  witness  for  the  State.  I 
■was  perfectly  willing  to  trust  him  and  ask  him  this  question  upon  cross-examinatiou. 

By  Mr.  Chandler  : 
Question.  Hoav  is  the  fiict  in  your  State ;  do  not  some  swear  by  the  uplifted  hand  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  the  other  is  an  equally  solemn  oath. 
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Qucsiion.  Do  yon  yourself  regard  it  as  any  different  whether  a  man  swears  by  the 
npliftcd  liaud  or  otherwise! 
Answer.  Certainly  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Would  it  not  very  much  undermine  your  confidence  in  a  man  to  find  him 
getting-  rid  of  the  oblirration  of  an  oath  by  such  a  distinction  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  Tickell  had  any  such  idea  in  his  head.  If  he  had  been  asked 
to  swear  with  the  uplifted  hand — which  is  a  very  solemn  oath — I  believe  he  would 
have  made  the  same  answer  he  did.  But  he  felt  that  the  obligation  to  obey  the  laws 
of  the  State  was  superior  to  any  oath  he  took  as  a  member  of  the  White  Brotherhood. 

By  Mr.  Chandler  : 

Qiiesfion.  Is  not  the  form  of  oath  regarded  with  equal  solemnity  by  gentlemen  of 
intelligence  in  your  State  t 

Answer.  Certainly;  our  laws  allow  the  oath  to  be  taken  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  or 
with  tbe  uplifted  hand. 

Qucsiion.  Or  by  affirmation? 

Answer.  By  Quakers  only.  It  is  of  equal  sanctity,  and  precisely  the  same  penalty 
follows  its  violation. 

By  the  Chairman:  ^ 

Question.  TLen,  from  the  whole  of  the  examination,  you  have  no  doubt  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  order  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  I  have  none  in  the  world. 

Question.  And  that  whipping  of  individuals  and  the  mtirder  of  Outlaw  were  done  by 
the  order  anxl  by  its  members  i 

Answer.  I  believe  that  Outlaw  was  hanged  by  them  ;  but  I  think  there  was  no  proof 
in  the  ease  in  which  I  was  concerned  to  satisfy  any  court  to  whom  it  would  be  sub- 
mitted. I  think  it  is  highly  probable  he  was  hanged  by  the  Ku-Klux.  In  the  case  of 
Stevens,  which  made  more  noise  tlian  any  other,  1  aux  i)erfectly  satisfied  he  was  not 
killed  iVoiu  any  political  motive  whatever. 

Question.  In  the  counties  where  the  organization  existed,  as  testified  in  the  examina- 
tion you  made,  do  you  believe  that  justice  could  be  administered  against  its  members 
in  the  civil  courts? 

Answe)'.  Well,  sir,  I  know  of  nothing  that  would  lead  mo  to  believe  that  i)ut  an 
honest  man  on  the  jury  in  Alamance  or  any  other  county  in  the  State 

Question.  My  question  is,  where  the  organization  exists  to  the  extent  it  was  proven 
in  Alamance  County,  do  you  believe  justice  could  be  administered  against  a  member 
on  trial  before  a  civil  tribunal  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  there  would  bo  some  men  Avho  would  bo  very  likely  to  act  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wislies  of  their  order ;  but  a  man  who  had  a  proper  .sense  of  his  oath 
and  duty  would  convict  a  member  of  the  White  Brotherhood  as  soon  as  he  would  any 
other  person.     That  is  as  far  as  I  can  give  an  answer  to  the  question. 

Question.  If  you  yourself  had  been  the  subject  of  an  outrage  committed  by  them, 
and  the  perjietrators  were  on  trial,  would  you  feel  at  all  secure  that  justice  could  bo 
obtained  against  them  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  have  my  doubts  whether  they  could  not  pack  a  jury  who 
would  acquit  them. 

Question.  If  the  sheriff  of  the  county  were  a  member  of  the  organization,  would  it 
not  be  in  his  power  to  so  control  the  jury  as  to  prevent  a  conviction  ? 

Answer.  Undoubtedly,  if  he  was  a  dishonest  man ;  but  if  he  was  an  honest  man,  I  do 
not  think  he  would. 

Question.  Do  you  confine  your  knowledge  of  the  organization  and  the  state  of  society 
there  to  the  information  derived  from  your  investigations,  or  have  you  such  informa- 
tion as  to  be  able  to  give  your  belief  as  to  the  rest  of  the  State 

Answer.  However  it  may  have  been  two  years  ago,  I  believe  now  that  a  good  many 
have  lied  from  the  county' of  Alamance  who  feared  justice,  and  have  left  the  State.  I 
have  heard  of  several. 

Question.  That  were  supposed  to  belong  to  the  order  ?  > 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  difference  of  opinion  among  the  members  of  the  two 
political  parties,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  view  the  proceedings  of  this  organiza- 
tion f  In  other  words,  if  either  party  justify  it,  which  is  it;  and  if  either  party  con- 
demns it,  which  is  it?  Or  has  it  been  tho  subject  of  justification  or  condemnation  by 
parties  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  are  some  men,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  do  in  some  degree 
justify  them,  but  the  respectable  portion  of  all  parties  condemn  them.  If  you  wiU 
permit  me,  I  will  show  you  what  my  own  opiuion  was,  as  published  in  a  speech  of 
mine,  which  appears  in  the  Daily  Sentinel  of  October  7,  1870  : 

"  The  counsel  on  the  other  side  have  been  pleased  to  say  a  great  deal  about  the  Ku- 

11 
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Klnx  and  their  doings  ;  they  have  charged  them  w-ith  plotting  for  the  ovorthrow  of 
the  Government.  Sirs,  whatever  else  they  have  proved,  they  have  not  produced  a, 
particle  of  evidence  to  prove  that  charge.  I  admit  they  have  shown,  if  their  evidence 
is  to  he  believed,  that  members  of  the  Kvi-I\iux  Klan  have  committed  one  act  of  arson 
and  five  or  six  of  whipping." 

Probably  I  did  not  state  quite  as  many  as  there  were. 

"  I  admit  that  all  these  cases  were  violations  of  hiAV,  and  the  persons  guilty  of  them 
ought  to  be  punished  for  them.  I  am  as  much  opposed  to  the  Ku-Khix  as  anybody  ; 
I  am  opposed  to  all  secret  political  associations,  whether  White  Brotherhoods,  Union 
Leaguers,  or  any  other  of  the  like  kind  ;  and  if  I  had  the  making  of  tlie  hiw,  I  would 
enact  that  all  such  secret  societies  were  criminal,  and  that  the  members  of  them  should 
be  liable  to  punishment.  I  have  never  belonged  to  but  one  secret  society,  and  that 
was  a  literary  one,  the  Dialectic  Society,  at  Chapel  Hill.  With  the  exception  of  a  few 
benevolent  societies,  such  as  the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  like,  I  would  sujipress 
all  others." 

Question.  On  what  occasion  was  that  speech  made? 

Ansivcr.  Josiah  Turner,  jr.,  was  taken  up  by  a  body  of  Kirk's  men  in  tlie  town  of 
Hillsboro,  when  Alamance  and  Caswell  Counties  were  declared  in  insurrection.  He 
filed  an  afiStlavit  of  the  fact,  and  applied  to  their  honors.  Judges  Dicic  and  Settle,  for 
a  bench  warrant  against  (iovernor  Htlden,  Colonels  Kirk  and  Bergen.  The  judges 
requested  the  counsel  to  arj^ne  the  question — Ih-st,  whether  a  warrant  could  be  issued 
against  Governor  Holdeu ;  and  secondly,  whether  Colonels  Kirk  and  Bergen  could  be 
taken  anywhere  else  except  in  those  coauties.  Mr.  Bailey  argued  it  on  one  side  and  I 
on  the  other — both  as  amk'i  cu.ia'. 

QueHlion.  Did  this  man  wlio  was  the  subject  of  the  arrest  in  regard  to  which  this 
speech  was  delivered,  either  apologize  for  or  justify  the  proceedings  of  the  Ku-Klux  iu 
his  pajjcr  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  if },  on  read  the  Sentinel  you  will  find  that  he  has  denounced 
them  on  dilferent  occasiims  ;  but  the  charge  against  him  was  that  he  did  not  denounce 
them  in  good  faith  ;  did  not  denounce  them  as  strongly  as  he  ought  to  have  done. 
Whetlicr  that  is  true  or  not  I  leave  to  others  to  judge. 

Qiiehtion.  He  lives  in  your  town  ? 

Answer,  He  lives  in  Hillsboro,  but  publishes  his  paj)er  in  Raleigh. 

Question.  In  his  puldie  utterances,  did  he  ajxdogize  for  the  doings  of  the  Kn-Klux? 

Answer.  He  did  ;  his  paper  generally  dcnounees  the  violations  ot  law  by  the  Ku-Klux ; 
but  at  the  same  time  he  intimates  that  they  were  prompted  bj'  the  doings  of  the  Union 
Leaguers.  In  that  way  he  may  have  lei't  the  impression  that  it  was  some  sort  of 
apology. 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 

Question.  That  they  were  retaliations? 

Anisiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 
Question.  Did  X\w  Union  League  wear  disguises? 
Answer.  I  really  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  it  ever  a])iiear  in  any  investigation  that  they  disguised  themselves? 
Answer.  I  do  not  recoll^jct  that  it  did. 
Question.  How  was  it  in  regard  to  the  Ku-Klux? 
Answer.  Oh!  they  had  di.sguises. 
Question.  Describe  if  you  can  their  equipage. 

Ansiver.  A  largo  white  sheet  with  a  mask  over  the  face  and  something  like  horns  at 
the  top,  intendetl  to  terrify. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  one? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  we  had  one.  One  of  them  said  they  wore  them  at  the  time  they 
initiated  new  members,  to  jirevent  their  knowing  who  they  were.  Having  these  dis- 
guises, I  have  no  doubt  in  the  world  that  they  were  prompted  to  convert  themselvcf? 
iuto  vigilant  cdnnnittees  and  punish  crimes.  Those  were  the  violations  of  law  alluded 
to  in  my  speech.  In  none  ofthi^  investigations  was  it  proved  that  a  single  thing  had 
been  done  with  a  view  to  produce  any  political  ellect. 

By  Mr.  Nyk  : 

Question.  Was  there  any  evidence  that  showed  that  the  Kn-Klux  Klan  committed 
any  depredations  upon  any  one  except  those  that  belonged  to  the  Union  party? 

Answer.  I  am  not  awarts  that  there  was;  I  do  not  think  there  was. 

Question.  No  evidence  appeared  showmg  that  they  committed  anj'  outrage  upon  per- 
sons who  acted  with  them  politically  ? 

Answer.  It  you  look  through  the  report  you  will  find  that  it  was  principally  against 
colored  persons  that  they  were  committed.     They  would  say  that  a  black  man  had  iu- 
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Kultecl  a,  white  lady — had  broken  iuto  somehody's  house  and  had  stolen  his  meat,  or 
something  of  that  sort.  For  this  they  would  take  him  and  whip  him.  They  whipped 
a.  white  man  at  Company's  Shops,  in  Alamance  County,  for  keeping  a  colored  school. 
But  rumor  says  that  he  had,  ou  several  occasions,  attempted  to  put  the  blacks  on  an 
equality  with  the  whites  ;  tliat  he  caxried  a  colored  woman  to  chiu'ch  and  wanted  to 
eet  her  among  the  white  ladies. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Qucslion.  Was  that  man's  name  Corliss?  x 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  does  not  appear  in  the  testimony,  but  that  is  one  of  the  rumors 
■why  they  whipped  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Yon  say  it  does  not  appear  in  any  case  that  any  political  purpose  was 
attempted  to  be  accomplished  by  the  Ku-Klux  Klan? 

Ansivcr.  Not  a  solitary  one,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  no  evidence  on  the  part  of  any  member  that  it  was 
intended  to  defeat  the  operation  of  the  reconstruction  acts  or  the  constitutional  amend- 
ments "I 

AusH'cr.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  the  slightest  idea  that  they  thoiight  about  the  recon- 
struction acts. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  What  have  you  the  idea  that  these  Ku-Klux  Klans  were  formed  for? 

Answer.  I  think,  indeed  I  have  no  doubt,  they  were  formed  for  the  purpose  of  counter- 
acting the  effect  of  the  Union  leagues. 

Question.  Counteracting  what  effect?    The  political  effect? 

Answer.  The  object  of  the  Union  leagues  was  to  induce  all  the  colored  people  to  vote 
one  way  by  means  of  these  leagues. 

Question.  By  counteracting  tlieir  effect,  you  mean  that  they  meant  to  intimidate  the 
colored  people  and  keep  them  from  voting  all  one  way  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  <lo  that. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  whole  paraphernalia,  equipage,  &c.,  were 
intended  to  keep  them  from  voting  one  way  f 

Answer.  I  must  say  I  have  a  doubt.  It  was  intended  to  organize  the  whites  in  the 
same  way.  in  the  White  Brotherhood,  so  that  if  all  the  whites  should  vote  one  way  as 
against  the  colored  people,  there  would  be  a  considerable  majority  in  the  State. 

Question.  Then  you  have  the  idea  that  it  was  for  the  jjurpose  of  organizing  the 
whites  against  the  blacks  ? 

Answa:  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  reason  in  the  world  why  they  should  disguise  themselves 
if  it  was  nothing  but  a  political  jiurpose,  so  that  they  would  not  even  know  one 
another  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  was  a  perversion  of  the  society  ;  and  that  I  believe  is  what  aU 
these  political  societies  will  come  to. 

Question.  What,  in  your  opinion,  was  the  object  of  this  equipage? 

Ansicer.  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  for  the  ])urpose  of  forming  themselves  into  \ngilance 
committees,  and  go  about  punishing  people. 

Question.  In  other  words,  taking  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  and  administering 
such  punishment  as  they  thought  was  due  for  alleged  offenses  ? 

Ansicer.  No  doubt  about  that. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  perpetrating  outrages  upon  any  other  people 
than  republicans  ? 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  Corliss,  I  do  not  know  that  they  perpetrated  them 
upon  anybody  except  colored  jieople.  If  they  were  all  republicans,  of  course  they  were 
perpetrated  upon  republicans. 

Question.  Was  not  Mr.  Corliss  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  Did  it  a]ipear  in  evidence  before  you  that  these  disguised  men,  in  large  or 
small  bands,  rode  about  from  town  to  town  to  do  these  things,  to  punish  supposed 
offenses  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  was  their  main  purpose. 

Question.  Did  it  appear  that  they  were  in  the  habit  of  patrolling  counties  and  dis- 
tricts in  disguise? 

Answe)'.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  certainly  evidence  to  that  effect. 

Question.  Did  it  appear  to  you  that  they  threatened  people  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  the  very  worst  case  of  all  was  their  threatering  a  member  of  tho 
senate. 

Question.  What  did  they  threaten  to  do  with  him? 

Answer.  Threatened  to  kill  him. 
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QuesHan,  What  was  his  name  aud  where  did  he  live  ? 

Ansiver.  His  uame  was  Shoffner,  aud  he  lived  in  Alamance  County. 

Question.  For  what  did  they  threaten  to  kill  him? 

Answer.  Because  they  said  be  had  introduced  the  bill  by  which  the  people  of  North 
Carolina  were  to  be  put  under  military  rule. 

Question.  For  tliat  offense  they  threatened  to  kill  him  ? 

Ansintr.  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  fled. 

Question.  Did  it  drive  him  from  the  country? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  it  did. 

Question.  Did  you  rejiard  that  as  an  intimidation? 

Answer.  Certainly  I  did. 

Question.  Was  that  an  isolated  case,  or  were  there  other  cases  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  cases  except  that  and  the  Corliss  case.  In  re- 
gard to  the  murder  of  Senator  Stevens  it  has  proved  a  mystery  to  this  day.  He  was 
assassinated  in  open  day,  and  everybody  has  settled  down  into  the  belief,  even  his 
own  friends,  that  it  was  not  done  for  any  political  i^urpose. 

Question.  He  was  killed  in  the  court-house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  a  political  meeting  was  in  progress  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  From  your  position  as  a  member  of  the  bar  at  Raleigh  or  anywhere  else  in 
the  State,  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  reconstruction  acts  are  acquiesced  in  as  constitu- 
tional and  l)inding  upon  the  people  of  North  Caroliua? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  1  believe  that  a  large  majority,  when  I  say  nine-tenths  I  may  be 
putting  it  too  large,  liavo  acquiesced  in  tliem  completely.  I  know  I  have  myself,  and 
I  believe  that  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina  have,  as  a  finality,  and  that 
no  attempt  has  been  made  or  cveu  thought  of  seriously  to  defeat  those  reconstruction 
acts. 

Question.  Is  there  in  your  judgment  any  disposition  to  reopen  the  question  of  recon- 
structiou  or  of  the  constitutional  amendments  that  have  been  adopted  since  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  there  is  in  the  minds  of  nine- tenths  of 
the  ])eoiile  of  North  Caroliua  no  such  purpose. 

Question.  Havci  you,  then,  any  belief  as  to  the  purpose  of  this  secret  organization 
upon  this  question? 

Ansivei'.  Well,  it  was  formed  for  the  purpose  I  mentioned.     In  the  examination  at 

Raleigh  I  asked  every  witness,  for  they  all  had  been  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  society, 

how  long  since  these  outrages  had  taken  place,  aud  the  answer  was  that   it  was  from 

eight  lo  twelve  or  lilteeu  months  before,  and  they  all  said  that  they  had  in  eliect  been 

•  disbanded. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  you  do  not  believe  that  any  such  purpose  is 
entertained  by  the  meuibei-s  of  the  organization  ? 

Anstver.  It  may  have  been  at  the  tinu>,  but  I  do  not  know.  I  cannot  say.  I  do  not 
believe  that  they  did  eutertain  such  a  purpose.  I  believe  their  only  purpose  was  what 
I  have  already  stated. 

Question.  Was  not  the  appearing  of  these  parties  before  these  judges  looked  upon  as 
involvnig  a  partisan  question? 

Answer.  Well,  it  came  immediately  after  the  application  for  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
aud  the  people  had  become  greatly  excited.  It  assumed,  therefore,  somewhat  of  a 
party  character. 

Question.  Was  it  not  looked  upon  as  involving  the  relative  position  of  the  parties  in 
the  State  with  regard  to  the  Ku-Klnx  orgauization  ?  Was  not  that  the  tone  in  which 
the  public  sentiment  ran  at  that  time? 

Answer.  I  can  hardly  answer  that  (luestion. 

Question.  In  other  words,  was  it  not  looked  upon  in  this  light :  tliat  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  conservative  i>arty  either  sought  to  screen  or  excuse  these  outrages,  while 
those  of  the  republican  party  sought  to  bring  them  to  justice  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  that  was  charged  ;  I  cannot  say  that  it  was  so. 

Question.  It  is  for  the  very  purpose  of  getting  your  candid  opinion  of  the  fact  that  I 
put  the  question.  Taking  the  leading  men  and  the  leading  presses  of  the  conservative 
organization  of  North  Caroliua,  cau"  you  say  that  they  uuequivocally  and  unhesi- 
tatingly denounced  these  outrages? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  know  that  they  did  to  some  extent;  and  I  know  that  they  were 
charged  with  not  doing  it  to  a  suffieient  extent. 

Question.  Taking  the  hading  men  and  presses  of  the  republican  organizatioQ,  did 
they  uneqvivocally  aud  uuhesitatiugly  denounce  these  outrages? 

Answer.  They  dul. 

Question.  Then  any  support  or  apology  that  the  organization  or  its  outrages  had  was 
from  the  conservative  party  ? 
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Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  in  defending  them.     I  grant  that  they  were  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  acting  against  the  Union  League.     I  believe  one  produced  the  other. 
Question.  That  was  the  ground  taken  in  apology  for  them  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qwstion.  In  reply  to  the  question  of  General  Nye  ahout  the  intimidation  of  Senator 
Sholfuer,  you  said  it  was  for  the  reason  that  he  had  introduced  a  bill  to  put  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  under  military  law  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  that  eminently  an  act  of  intimidation  of  itself?  Was  it  not  in- 
tended to  intimidate  the  people  of  the  State  for  political  xjurposes  ? 

Answer.  That  was  charged. 

Question.  Was  not  that  its  legitimate  effect? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  In  that  trial,  in  which  yon  were  engaged,  did  you  yourself  volunteer  as 
counsel  to  bring  the  question  up  with  other  counsel,  or  were  j'ou  employed  as  counsel? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     I  was  emi)loyed  as  counsel  ? 

Question.  Employed  by  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  arrested  by  Kirk  and  his  men,  who  were 
formed  under  the  Shofiner  act.  The  governor  is  now  to  be  impeached  for  pretending 
to  act  under  the  Shotfner  act,  but  not  acting  under  it. 

Question.  Did  not  that  trial  assume  a  political  aspect  ?  Were  not  the  conservatives 
rallied  on  one  side  and  the  republicans  on  the  other? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  was  not  the  intention,  but  I  rather  think  that  was  the  result. 

Question.  It  did  result  in  that  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  one  who  assumed  to  act  with  what  you  call  the  conserva- 
tive party 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  any  one  of  that  party  volunteer,  or  was  any  one  then  employed  to  as- 
sist on  the  other  side  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  JlcCorkle  on  behalf  of  Colonel  Kirk  and  his  men.  Mr.  Boyden,  though 
he  l)elongs  to  the  republican  party,  and  professes  to  be  and  is  a  very  moderate  man, 
was  also  employed.  Mr.  Bailey,  the  other  counsel,  up  to  about  that  time,  was  acting 
with  the  conservative  party,  but  about  that  time  he  professed  to  have  beeu  aitacbed 
to  the  republican  party. 

WAsniXGTOX,  D.  C,  Feh-uary  14,  1871. 
W^iLLLVM  H.  BattlEj  examination  continued. 
By  the  Ciiaikman  : 

Question.  You  spoke  yesterday  of  your  belief  that  the  jjeople  of  North  Carolina  a-c- 
quiesced  in  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress,  and  the  amendments  to  tlie  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  Do  you  speak  of  that  acquiescence  as  an  acquiescence  to  civil 
force,  or  is  it  because  the  people  of  North  Carolina  acknowledge  the  binding  constitu- 
tional eiBcacy  of  lioth  the  reconstruction  acts  and  the  constitutional  amendments? 

Answer.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  jieople  of  the  State  at  tirst  did  not  acquiesce 
in  the  constitutionality  of  the  reconstruction  acts  ;  but  as  soon  as  General  Grant  and 
Mr.  Colfax  were  elected  President  and  Vice-President,  they  considered  it  as  a  fact  ac- 
complished, and  tliat  they  must  acquiesce  iu  it  as  legal  and  constitutional ;  that  they 
had  no  further  right  to  oppose  it.  Tliat  was  my  view,  and  I  think  that  was  the  view 
of  nine-tenths  of  the  intelligent  people  of  North  Carolina  who  belonged  to  the  same 
party  I  did  at  that  time. 

Question.  Do  we  understand  you  as  expressing  it  as  your  view  that  the  reconstruc- 
tion acts  are  constitutional,  and  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  are  legal  and  binding? 

Answer.  That  we  are  bound  by  them  as  much  as  by  any  other  portion  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, no  matter  what  may  have  been  our  original  views.  The  matter  has  been  decided 
against  us,  and  we  are  bound  to  acquiesce  in  it  the  same  as  if  we  had  done  so  from 
the  lieginniug. 

Question.  I  have  put  this  question  to  you  with  the  view  of  putting  the  fim-ther  ques- 
tion whether  any  part  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina  would  agaiii  disturb  the  public 
peace  or  the  national  tranquillity,  by  efforts  to  attack  either  the  reconstruction  acts  or 
the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  ? 
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Ansicer.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  you  cotild  uot  get  a  respectable  rmmber 
of  the  people  of  North  Carolina  to  attempt  any  such  thing.  Here  and  there  you  might 
find  a  wild  man,  who  entertains  extraordinary  views  about  everything,  who  would 
Bay,  "Well,  we  do  not  believe  in  these  things."  But  that  is  uot  the  sentiment  of  a 
laige  majority  of  the  people  of  all  parties  in  North  Carolina. 

Que-iiion.  Do  you  believe  that  the  peace  and  securitj'  of  the  State  can  be  entirely 
secure  until  the  public  sentiment  of  all  parties  can  be  made  unanimous  in  condemna- 
tion of  the  Ku-Klus  outrages,  as  they  are  termed  ? 

Answa\  I  believe  that  is  the  sentiment  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  North 
Carolina  at  this  time.  I  was  looking  this  morning  over  the  message  of  Governor 
Holden  to  the  legislature,  and  if  you  have  it  here  I  can  show  you  that  he  stated,  and 
I  believe  stated  truly,  that  that  question  formed  no  part  of  the  issue  in  the  last  cam- 
paign. In  that  campaign  there  was  not  a  word  said  about  the  unconstitutionality  of 
the  reconstruction  acts. 

Question.  The  question  which  I  put  to  you  was  whether  the  peace  and  security  of  the 
State  could  be  secure  until  the  public  opinion  of  all  parties  Avas  made  iinanimous  in 
condemnation  of  these  Ku-Khix  outrages? 

Anfiurr.  I  think  that  is  now  the  sentiment  of  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of 
North  Carolina.  I  think  that  is  necessary  to  Hie  security  of  the  people  of  the  State; 
but  I  think  it  has  already  Ixcu  l)r()uglit  aliout — has  already  been  accom])lished.  And 
I  furthermore  tliink,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  express  an  opinion,  that  if  tliey  will,  as  I 
think  has  already  been  done,  or  is  about  to  be  done,  put  au  end  to  all  secret  organiza- 
tions— Union  Leagues,  Ku-Klux  Klaus,  and  everything  of  tbe  kind — that  will  be  the 
first  great  tiling  to  secure  the  peace  and  ]irosperity  of  our  State. 

Question.  Arc  you  acquainted  with  the  member  of  the  legislature,  Mr.  Strudwich,  I 
Leliiive,  is  his  name,  who  introduced  the  articles  of  impeachment  against  Governor 
Holden  ? 

Answer.  1  know  Sir-.  Strudwich ;  he  is  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  the  county 
of  Orange. 

Question.  Did  the  testimony  in  the  cases  of  which  you  have  spoken,  and  in  which 
you  were  counsel,  show  him  to  be  a  meuiber  of  this  so-called  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Answer.  There  was  one  man  who  spoke  of  what  another  man  luid  saitl  about  what 
certain  peojde  in  the  town  of  Hillsborough  had  said  ;  it  came  through  two  or  three  hear- 
says. I  tliiuk  Mr.  Strudwich's  waum-,  was  mentioned  as  one  of  those  who  had  advised 
Boniething.     That  is  all  I  heard  or  know  about  it. 

Question.  All  you  know  is  what  was  disclosed  in  the  testimony  in  those  cases? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  what  you  will  find  in  that  testimony  ;  that  is  all  I  know  about  it. 
I  desire  to  saj'  with  regard  to  a  question  aslced  mi;  here  yesterday,  about  some  testi- 
mony given  by  Mr.  Boyil,  in  relation  to  a  man  of  the  name  of  IJradsiiaw  being  con- 
cerned in  some  way  witii  tlic^  murder  of  the  man  Outlaw  :  I  ha\'e  glanced  over 
Jiis  testimony,  and  I  find  that  Mr.  IJoyd  did  say  that  a  man  named  Bradshaw,  who  has 
now  lied  the  country,  did  state  that  he  was  present  on  that  occasion;  I  did  not  recol- 
lect that  yesterday;  and  I  now  state  that  that  was  a  part  of  Jlr.  Boyd's  testimony. 

Question.  You  have  stated  that  you  and  other  gentlemen  were  retained  as  the  counsel 
of  those  men  who  were  charged  with  connuitting  these  Ku-Klux  outrages? 

Anstccr.  We  were  employed  as  counsel. 

Question.  Were  you  comjiensated  by  those  men,  or  by  any  association  ? 

Answer.  We  have  not  l)een  compensated  at  all  yet  l)y  those  men  ;  we  have  been  prom- 
ised compensation  ;  we  have  been  paid  in  part  for  our  services  as  counsel  for  the  gen- 
tlemen who  applied  to  Chief  Justice  Pearson,  and  afterward  to  Judge  Brooks,  for  writs 
of  habeas  corpus. 

Question.  Was  there  any  society,  or  organization,  or  party  that  employed  counsel? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world  ^  we  were  employed  by  the  gentlemen  themselves. 

By  Mr.  Bavaud  : 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  Colonel  Kirk? 

Answer.  I  know  very  litth;  about  him  of  my  own  knowledge.  I  have  seen  him  ;  but 
if  heshonl<l  couK!  into  this  room  now  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  recognize  him. 

Question.  What  was  his  reputed  character? 

Answer.  If  you  will  aUow  me  to  speak  of  what  I  have  heard — I  have  never  lived  in 
Teiniessee,  of  which  State  he  is  said  to  be  a  resident — I  can  state  what  I  have  heard, 
and  what  has  been  deposed  upon  the  trial  of  Governor  Holden,  upon  his  impeachment. 
It  was  said  that  his  character  was  that  of  a  desperate  ruilian  ;  that  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war  he  had  joined  tht>  confederates,  and  afterward  had  gone  over  upon  the 
other  side,  and  had  acted  as  a  jayhawker,  as  they  are  called  out  West. 

Question.  That  lie  had  acted  upon  botli  sides  ? 

Ansxver.  So  it  was  said.  Colonel  Cocke,  formerly  a  member  of  Congress  from  Ten- 
nessee, who,  for  four  years  before  the  war,  represented  a  tlistrict  of  East  Tennes.see  iu 
Congress,  moved  over  into  North  Carolina  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  is  now  acitizeii 
of  Asheville.     He  was  examined,  and  gave  testimony  of  that  character. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  yon  mean  he  was  examined  on  the  impeachment  tr'al? 
Answer.  Yos,  sir ;  as  to  the  character  of  Bergen  and  Colonel  Kirk. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Qne^stion.  What  did  he  say  about  Bergen? 

Answer.  I  forget  whether  he  or  some  man  from  Tennessee  spoke  about  Bergen.  Both 
of  them  were  given  bad  characters.  He  said  Bergen  came  from  New  Jersey,  I  think, 
and  had  been  living  there  but  a  short  time  ;  that  he  came  out  there  and  ynofessed  to 
be  a  lawyer ;  I  know  he  claimed  to  be  a  lawyer,  f;)r  I  saw  a  letter  he  wrote  to  Chief 
Justice  Pearson  in  which  he  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  bar.  I  think  Colonel  Cocke 
spoke  of  the  character  of  Bergen ;  but  I  am  not  sure  about  that.  I  know  the  other 
"witness  did. 

Qn(s1io)i.  Were  you  present  when  these  prisoners  were  brought  in  by  Bergen  and 
Kirk  tinder  the  writs  of  habeas  corpus  issued  both  by  Judge  Brooks  and  Judge  Pearson  ? 

Answer.  They  refused  to  bring  them  in  before  Chief  Justice  Pearson. 

Qneslion.  After  they  did  bring  them  in  ? 

Answer.  I  was  present  in  court  at  Salisbury,  where  Judge  Brooks  made  his  writs  re- 
turnable, when  some  of  them  were  brought  in. 

Question.  W^ere  any  cruelties  deposed  to  by  witnesses  as  having  been  jierpetrated 
upon  them  by  Kirk  and  Bergen  ? 

Answer.  There  was  very  little  said  about  any  cruelty  exercised  by  Colonel  Kirk.  I 
heard  some  of  the  jirisoners  say  that  when  Kirk  was  not  excited  he  was  rather  kindly 
disposed,  but  they  said  when  he  was  excited  he  was  a  pretty  rude,  rough  man  :  and  I' 
have  here  the  aftidavits,  or  a  copy  of  the  affidavits,  of  three  men,  and  I  think  there 
were  t  wo  other  affidavits,  in  which  they  swear  that  they  were  taken  out  at  the  dead  hour 
of  the  niglit  by  Bergen  and  hanged  until  they  were  very  nearly  dead.  These  affidavits 
they  tiled  before  Judge  Brooks  for  the  purpose  of  getting  out  a  warrant  against  Bergen, 
for  they  had  understood  that  Bergen  had  threatened  if  they  were  discharged  by  Judge 
Brooks  he  would  take  them  up  again. 

Question.  That  he  would  rearrest  the  prisoners  if  they  were  discharged  by  Judge 
Brooks  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  thereupon  they  made  these  affidavits,  and  upon  them  obtained 
a  warrant  upon  which  Bergen  was  after\^ard  arrested  and  imprisoned  in  Raleigh.  He 
was  also  imprisoned  upon  some  civil  writs  that  were  issued  against  him  for  trespass 
vi  et  armis.  This  book  which  I  have  here  \ras  got  up  by  myself  at  the  request  of  a 
great  many  members  of  the  bar.  In  it  I  have  included  every  paper  of  every  sort  that 
was  introduced  on  those  hearings — Governor  Holden's  proclamations,  the  letters  that 
I)assed  between  him  and  the  chief  justice,  and  all  the  other  papers. 

Question.  Are  all  the  facts  authentic  which  are  stated  in  that  book  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Extracts  from  papers  filed  in  your  courts? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  every  one  of  them,  excepting,  of  course,  the  arguments  of  the  coun- 
sel. Here  is  the  affidavit  of  LuciCu  H.  MiuTay,  (pointing  to  it  in  the  book.)  I  think 
his  affidavit  is  aboitt  as  strong  as  any  there. 

By  the  Chairsiax  : 

Qnesfion.  We  are  not  to  understand  you  as  vouchiug  for  the  truth  of  all  that  is  testi- 
fied to,  when  you  say  all  the  facts  in  tliat  book  are  authentic  ? 

Ansicer.  Of  course  not.  I  only  vouch  that  these  are  correct  copies  of  the  papers;  I 
do  not  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  the  statements. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  This  affidavit  of  Lucien  H.  Murray,  which  is  on  page  67  of  this  book,  is  a 
true  copy  of  the  affidavit  filed  by  him  in  the  United  States  court  ? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  That  affidavit  was  on  file  there  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  read  before  Judge  Brooks  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  drawn  up  by  one  of  the  counsel,  not  by  myself,  but  liy  one 
of  my  associate  counsel,  and  I  saw  the  afiidavit  before  it  was  presented.  Judge  Brooks 
had  great  doubt  whether  a  United  States  district  judge  had  a  right  to  act  as  a  peace 
officer  and  to  issue  a  warrant.  The  matter  was  debated  at  very  great  length  and  with 
very  great  ability  by  counsel  on  both  sides,  among  the  rest  Mr.  McCorkle,  whom  I 
mentioned  yesterday  as  a  conservative,  who  appeared  as  counsel  upon  the  other  side. 
Some  of  the  conservative  papers,  I  think  rather  improperly,  called  him  to  account  for 
it ;  anil  you  see  that  he  alludes  to  that  in  his  opening  remarks.  But  all  the  counsel  on 
our  side  told  him  that  he  acted  perfectly  rigiit ;  that  Bergen  had  a  right  to  i)e  defended, 
and  tliat  it  was  his  duty  when  called  u]ion  as  counsel  to  act  as  such. 

Question.  Was  Bergen  present  when  that  was  read? 
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AnsU'Cr.  He  was  not  prcseut  when  the  writ  was  ai>plied  for. 

Question.  Was  there  a  hearing  subsequently  '? 

Ansivcr.  Judge  Brooks  did  not  decide  the  question  at  Salisbury,  hut  adjourned  the 
further  hearing  of  it  to  Raleigh.  Ho  came  down  there,  and  the  matter  was  argued  tlu'i'e 
very  fully.  I  am  not  sure  whether  Uergen  was  present  or  not  when  that  argument 
was  going  on.  Judge  Brooks  was  sitting  the  same  time  as  Judge  Pearson,  Judge 
Brooks  having  discharged  all  the  prisoners. 

Question.  You  mean  the  prisoners  arrested  by  Bergen  and  Kirk  ? 

Ansivcr.  Yes,  sir.  Judge  Pearson  was  applied  to  tor  bench  warrants  against  both  of 
them. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  What  is  a  bench  warrant  ?  I  understand  a  bench  warrant  to  be  one  issued 
npon  an  indietuient. 

Jnswci:  It  is  merely  a  warrant  issued  by  the  judge,  running  all  over  the  State.  In 
North  Carolina  a  common  magistrate,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  may  issue  a  warrant,  but 
it  does  not  run  out  of  his  own  county. 

Question.  You  luean  by  a  bench  warrant  one  that  runs  over  the  whole  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  issued  by  a  judge  and  directed  to  the  shenlls  of  all  the  counties  in 
the  State.  Those  were  bench  warrants  issued  by  Judge  Piarson  ;  and  a  great  uumyof 
those  ])arties  were  brouglit  up.  They  were  wliat  we  call  the  Ku-Klux  cases,  of  wluch 
I  spoke  yesterday.  I  was  retained  as  counsel  by  them,  and  was  down  before  .Judge 
Pearson  while  tliis  other  case  was  going  on  iu  another  part  of  the  building,  iu  tbo 
court  presided  over  by  Judge  Brooks.  Whether  Bergen  was  present  or  not,  I  do  not 
know.  Berg(m  afterward  applied  for  and  obtained  from  Judge  Bond,  the  United  States 
judge  for  that  circuit,  a  writ  of  habeas  cori)us  ;  and  Bergen  was  present  then  I  Icnow, 
because  another  counsel  and  myself  aijjieared  on  behalf  of  the  marshal,  and  Bergen 
had  his  counsel  and  was  himself  present,  and  the  whole  matter  was  argued  bidbre 
Judge  Bond. 

By  Mr.  Baya|;d  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  grounds  of  his  discharge  by  Judge  Bond  ? 

Answer.  You  will  liud  Judge  Broolcs's  ojiinion  and  .Judge  Bund's  opinion  iu  my  book 
here.  Ho  decided  it  upon  the  ground  that  Judge  Brooks  had  no  jurisdiction  of  such  a 
case. 

Question.  Judge  Brooks  held  that  ho  had  jurisdiction  ? 

Answer.  He  did  upon  the  ground  that  the  fourteenth  amendment  made  them  citizens 
of  the  United  States  as  well  as  of  North  Carolina  ;  and  that  as  citizens  of  the  United 
States  he  had  a  right  to  protect  them,  esiiecially  alter  .Judge  Pearson  had  said  that  his 
autiiorily  amis  at  an  end,  and  that  he  could  do  nothing  more  for  them. 

.  Question.  When  you  say  "  them "  you  mean  the  prisoners  arrested  by  Kirk  and 
Bergen  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  you  will  lind  all  that  fully  stated  in  this  book;  and  all  the  papers 
connected  with  it  in  any  way  are  included  iu  this  book.  I  determineil  that  every 
party  should  have  justice  dtme  him. 

Question.  And  Judge  Bond  overruled  Judge  Brooks? 

Answer.  Not  exactly  overruled  him. 

Question.  It  amounted  to  the  same  thiug  ;  he  undid  his  work  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  State  process  against  Bergen  at  the  time  he  was  discharged 
by  Judge  Bond  ? 

Answ(r.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Had  any  State  process  been  served  on  liim? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  rather  au  extraordinary  thing,  too.  Bergeu  was  there  in  the 
jail  of  Wake  County,  wliit  li,  of  course,  was  under  the  charge  of  the  sheriff' of  Wake 
C'ounty,  who  had  two  or  three  writs  iu  his  hands  against  him — civil  writs  and  war- 
rants for  crimes  connnitted.  The  marshal  of  the  United  States  was  ordered  to  dis- 
cliarge  Bergen,  and  hi;  went  down  and  turned  him  out  of  jail,  and  he  was  not  arrested 
by  the  sheriif  of  Wake  County. 

Question.  Why  did  not  the  sheriff  of  Wake  County  execute  the  process  iu  his  hands 
against  Bergen  ? 

Answer.  That  is  more  than  I  can  tell. 

Question.  Who  was  the  sheritf  of  Wake  County  ? 

Answer.  Timothy  F.  Lee. 

Question.  Is  he  the  sheriif  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  nir. 

Question.  And  he  allowed  Bergen  to  go  away,  having  in  his  hands  at  the  time  pro- 
cess for  his  arrest  botli  upon  civil  and  criminal  charges  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Tlie  marshal  states  that  bo  received  the  order  from  Judge  Bond 
late  iu  the  evening,  and  lie  discharged  his  x)risouer  at  once  and  he  went  right  oil". 
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Qucsiion.  Bergen  was  then  in  the  custody  of  Sheriff  Lee  ? 

Jiimccr.  Ho  was  in  the  jail. 

Qucfilion  In  thi-\iail  of  which  Lee  had  control  ? 

Answer.  He  was  in  Lee's  jail,  but  was  considered  as  in  the  custody  of  the  United 
States  marshal. 

Question.  And  in  Lee's  actual  custody? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  men  organized  as  militia  by  Bergen  and 
Kirk  ■! 

Ansiccr.  The  same  testimony  to  which  I  alluded  just  now,  as  being  now  taken  in  the 
impeachment  trial  of  Governor  Hoklen,  states  that  a  great  many  of  them  were 
young  men,  under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  rather  desperate  characters. 

Qnestion.  Where  were  they  organized? 

Answer.  Up  there,  in  the  mountains. 

Qtttstion.  Were  thoy  citizens  of  the  counties  where  these  outrages  were  alleged  to 
have  been  committed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  all  residcuts  of  the  State? 

Answer.  Not  all  of  them;  many  of  them  were  non-residents  of  the  State.  The  con- 
stitution of  North  Carolina  prescribes  who  shall  constitute  the  militia  of  the  State; 
that  they  must  be  citizens  of  North  Carolina;  that  the  constitution  expressly  ])rovides, 
and  that  they  nmst  be  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  forty  live — I  think  forty- 
five  or  iifty  ;  my  impression  is  that  it  is  forty-live. 

Question.  Does  that  same  qualification  of  citizenship  apply  to  officers  as  well  as 
privates? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  one  of  the  charges  against  Governor  Hoklen  is  that  he  axipointed 
as  officers  of  the  militia  men  from  other  States. 

Question.  Both  Kirk  and  Bergen  were  confessedly  citizens  of  other  States? 

Answer.  That  is  denied  now.  Thoy  put  in  a  special  plea  in  these  cases  thali  they 
were  citizens  of  thii  State  of  North  Carolina.  I  was  told,  just  before  I  left  Raleigh, 
that  when  thoy  first  came  to  Raleigh  they  registered  themselves  at  the  hotel  as  citi- 
zens of  Tennessee.  After  a  time  they  came  back  to  the  hotel  and  registered  them- 
selves as  from  North  Carolina. 

Question.  What  number  of  men  did  Kirk  organize  in  his  band? 

Answer.  A  regiment,  I  think. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  full  the  regiment  was? 

Answer.  I  do  not;  I  think  it  was  an  ordinary  regiment. 

Question.  What  was  the  general  course  of  action  of  Kirk  and  Bergen  when  they  went 
into  the  two  counties  of  Alamanco  and  Caswell — 1  mean,  as  you  have  heard  from  citi- 
zens of  those  counties  and  from  public  report? 

Answer.  They  acted  with  a  great  deal  of  lawlessness;  they  just  went  where  they 
pleased.  I  believe  that  Major  Rodney,  of  the  United  States  Army,  made  a  report  con- 
cerning theui,Avhich  is  about  as  correct  as  anything  I  can  state.  He  says  that  the  men 
brought  together  there  were  under  very  little  control,  who  roamed  about  over  the 
neighborhood  and  plundered  and  insulted  whom  they  pleased. 

Question.  And  arrested  whom  they  pleased  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  I  suppose  not ;  they  probably  arrested  only  those  indicated  upon  a  paper 
furnished  by  Governor  Holden.  I  know  they  arrested  the  wroiig  man  once,  and  found 
out  their  mistake  afterward,  and  they  turned  him  loose,  swearing  very  hard  about 
being  misinformed. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

A)tswer.  An  old  gentleman  from  Alamance,  by  the  name  of  Holt.  They  turned  him 
loose,  and  waiited  him  to  go  home.  He  swore  he  would  not  go;  he  said  they  had 
started  him  for  the  camp,  and  he  wottld  go  there ;  and  he  did  go. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  organization  of  negro  militia  in  Chatham 
County  by  Governor  Hoklen  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  that. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  organization  of  negroes  in  any  counties  of 
the  State,  for  the  x)urpose  of  burning  barns  and  destroying  other  j)i'operty  of  the  white 
poi)ulation  ? 

Answer.  Organized  under  State  auth^oritj'  ? 

Question.  No  ;  organized  secretlj'. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  have  recently  been  seA^eral  trials  in  which  that  has  been  tes- 
tified to. 

QueslioTt.  State  the  objects  of  those  organizations,  and  their  general  character. 

Answer.  They  organized,  it  was  stated,  for  the  purpose  of  burning  barns  and  destroy- 
ing i)roperty ;  they  appointed  two  or  three  different  bands,  some  of  which  were  to  burn 
the  barns,  and  the  others  to  shoot  their  owners  if  they  came  out  and  attempted  to  put 
out  the  flames. 

Question.  Have  the  men  who  have  been  tried,  cr  any  of  them,  disclosed  any  connec- 
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tion  of  Governor  Holdeu  with  those  bands,  or  any  encouragement  or  instruction  from 
Mm  in  connection  with  such  acts  ? 

Ansiccr.  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  anytliing  of  the  kind.  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
connection  that  Governor  Holden  has  liad  with  anything  of  the  sort. 

Qucslion.  Were  those  organizations  numerous,  or  did  they  extend  over  any  large  sec- 
tion of  country  ? 

Answer.  Tliey  extended  from  Raleigh  up  through  a  portion  of  the  northwestern  part 
of  Wake  County  into  Chatham  County,  and  into  Harnett  County,  which  joins  Chatham 
and  Wake  Counties. 

Qucstio)!.  Did  the  acts  of  these  organizations  necessarily  produce  great  anxiety  among 
owners  of  property  in  that  region  ? 

Answer.  It  did  so.    A  great  many  bams  were  burned,  and  stables  and  horses. 

Quesiion.  Were  there  in  those  counties  many  cases  of  robbery  of  meat-houses  and 
Btoreliouses  of  the  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  in  your  own  way  what  was  the  general  condition  of  affairs  in  that 
respect,  and  who  were  the  persons  who  perpetrated  those  robberies. 

Answer.  It  was  understood  that  these  men  would  rob  their  white  neighbors'  houses 
of  what  they  could  tiud  in  them.     A  great  many  cases  of  tliat  sort  were  reported. 

Question.  Were  there  many  cases  of  outrages  upon  the  persons  of  white  females  in 
that  country  ? 

Ansicer.  There  were  some  ;  I  cannot  say  there  were  many  ;  I  heard  of  some. 

Quesiion.  There  have  been  a  great  many  cases  of  \vhi]ipiiig  reported,  and  one  or  two 
cases  of  putting  men  to  death  l)y  Iiangnig  or  drowning.  Do  you  know  of  any  cases 
where  it  was  shown  that  this  whipping  of  negro  men  was  committed  by  negro  men? 

Ansiver.  O,  yes,  sir.  There  are  now  lour  coiored  men  in  the  penitentiary,  who  dis- 
guised thonisilves  in  the  county  of  Ahiniauce,  called  themselves  Ku-Klux,  and  went 
about  punishing  men  of  tlieir  own  color. 

Question.  Were  many  of  these  acts  which  liave  been  reported  committed  by  black 
men  in  disguise? 

Ansicer.  That  is  the  only  case  I  know  of;  and  they  were  afterward  in  the  court  of 
Alamance  County,  before  Judge  Tourgee,  and  were  convicted,  and  they  are  now  iu  the 
penitentiary. 

Quesiion.  It  is  then  a  fact  that  negroes  did  disguise  themselves  and  commit  such  acts 
through  the  country? 

Answer.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that;  they  acknowledged  it,  and  are  nqw  iu  the 
penitentiary  ;  my  own  opinion  is  that  the  Union  League,  as  such,  have  now  pretty  well 
ceased  to  exist,  and  I  am  pretty  well  satislied  that  all  these  Ku-Klux  organizations 
Lave  ceased  to  exist  as  such  ;  1  think  the  evidence;  ])rovcs  that  fact ;  but  outrages  con- 
tinue to  be  connnitted  by  nun  who  still  tlisgiiise  themselves,  and  go  about  committing 
what  are  still  called  Ku-Klux  outrages  ;  that  has  got  to  b(;  a  common  term  for  such 
things  ;  I  saw  the  other  day  where  four  or  live  white  nu'u  had  been  brought  to  IJaleigh 
to  be  examined  on  .Saturday :  they  called  them.selves  Ku-Klux;  but  they  were  not; 
they  never  belonged  to  tlu^  JCu-Klux. 

Question.  Throughout  these  counties  are  colored  men  placed  on  juries? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  No  discrimination  made  against  them  in  that  respect  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all;  I  believe  the  last  criminal  court  held  iu  Wake  County  was  for 
the  purpose  of  tryingtlies(' Ku-Klux  charges;  I  believe  the  grand  jury  had  negroes 
upon  it,  and  more  than  half  the  petit  jury  that  tried  them  were  negroes;  I  think  there 
wei'e  eight  negroes  and  four  white  men  on  the  i»etit  jury. 

Q,uesiion.  In  the  United  States  courts  what  is  the  custom  iu  regard  to  sumnu)uing 
negroes  to  ser\'e  on  juries? 

Answer.  They  are  summoned  there,  too;  I  have  made  argimients  iu  Judge  Brooks's 
court  before  negro  jtuors. 

Question.  They  sumnu)n  them  the  same  as  they  do  others? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  if  you  should  step  into  our  court-house  at  any  time  and  look  into 
the  jury  box  you  would  lind  more  than  half  of  the  jurors,  sometimes  half,  and  some- 
times not  so  many  of  the  jurors,  were  colored  people. 

Question.  You  say  that  most  all  the  ni'groes  were  members  of  these  Union  Leagues? 

Answer.  It  was  so  understood. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  those  leagues  were  secret  and  oath-bound  associa- 
tions ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  their  being  oatli-bouiul ;  I  thiidc  they  were 
secret  societies;  I  was  looking  at  Mr.  Boyd's  testimony  this  morning;  I  think  he  said 
they  were  secret  associations,  though  they  made  open  demonsi rations. 

QiicMion.  You  do  not  know  personally  the  nature  of  the  oath  tJiey  took? 

Aiiswer.  I  do  not  kuow  that  they  took  any  oath  at  all;  I  do  not  reme  uber  that  I 
have  ever  heard  whether  they  took  any  oath  at  all ;  but  they  were  seaet  associations 
beyoud  a  doubt. 
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Question.  Wliat  is  the  present  condition  of  the  indebteclness  of  your  State?  Or,  as 
that  is  rather  ti  general  question,  I  will  ask  you  Avhat  was  your  State  debt  in  1865,  at 
the  close  of  the  war? 

Answer.  I  have  no  paper  containing  a  statement  of  it,  and  I  am  compelled,  therefore, 
to  rely  niion  my  recollection  of  what  was  stated  in  Governor  Holdeu's  message  to  the 
legislature;  I  think  ho  states  that  the  ante-war  debt,  as  it  is  called,  was  nearly  nine 
millions  of  dollars — between  eight  and  nine  millions  ;  and  that  was  increased  by  ap- 
propriations made  by  the  legislature  before  the  war,  but  for  which  bonds  were  issued 
during  the  war,  and  which  increase  was  therefore  recognized;  but  all  of  what  were 
called  the  war  bonds  were  repudiated  by  both  the  convention  of  lrf>)3  and  the  conven- 
tion called  under  the  reconstruction  acts;  then  the  legislature  that  was  elected  at  the 
same  time  t!ie  new  constitution  was  adopted 

Question.  That  was  in  1888? 

Ansiivi:  Yes,  sir ;  that  legislature  passed  bills  directing  the  issue  of  bonds,  I  tliink,  to 
the  amount  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars;  may  be  more.  Eight  or  ten  millions  of  those 
bonds  were,  by  the  supreme  court,  declared  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  thei'(?fore  are 
not  included  by  Governcu-  Hohleu  in  his  statement.  He  makes  the  i)resenfc  debt  thir- 
ty millions  of  dollars,  in  round  numbers;  twenty-nine  millions  and  a  large  fraction  over. 

Question.  That  is,  including  the  nine  millions  of  the  ante-war  debt  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  since  the  war  the  debt  has  been  increased  over  twenty  millions,  ex- 
clusive of  that  which  has  been  declared  to  be  unconstitutional  ? 

^n.swcr.  Yes,  sir;  for  he  8])eaks  there  of  the  necessity  of  providing  for  that  amount. 

Question.  To  whom  were  those  bonds  issued  ? 

Ansioer.  To  the  railroad  presidents. 

Question.  Who  appointed  those  railroad  presidents? 

Answer.  They  were  elected  by  the  directors. 

Question.  Who  appointed  the  directors  ? 

Answer.  Some  were  elected  by  the  stockholders,  and  some  appointed  by  Governor 
Holden,  according  to  the  interest  of  the  stockholders  and  tlie  State  in  the  roads,  and 
these  directors  elected  the  presidents.  I  know  that  to  be  so  from  the  fact  that  a  ninth 
article  of  impeachment  against  Governor  Holden  has  recently  been  adopted  by  the 
house  of  the  State  legislature,  and  it  receivetl  the  almost  unauimous  republican  vote 
of  the  house;  all  of  the  white  republicans  and  some  of  the  colored  re]iublicans  voting 
for  it. 

Question.  What  is  that  article  ? 

Answer.  That  the  governor  issued  some  six  millions  of  those  bonds  to  George  W. 
Swepson,  as  president  of  the  western  branch  of  the  Western  Railroad,  and  did  not  first 
require  what  the  law  demanded. 

Question.  Who  were  the  directors  of  that  road  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  they  have  been  changed  since  then.  A  gentleman  by  the 
name  of  Rollins,  who  is  now  the  president  of  the  road,  is  in  the  city  at  this  time ;  he 
could  tell  you. 

Question.  Is  he  a  North  Carolinian  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  is  a  northern  man. 

Question.  He  does  not  live  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  He  has  lived  there  for  a  few  years. 

Question.  Was  there  a  general  jiublic  belief  in  the  wastefulness  and  corruption  cou- 
nected  with  the  creation  of  that  debt  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  very  general  belief. 

Question.  What  effect  had  that  belief  on  the  minds  of  the  people? 

Answer.  It  had  the  effect,  in  the  western  jiart  of  the  State,  of  alienating  even  those 
who  Ijelonged  to  the  republican  party  fi'om  that  party.  I  think  it  had  a  very  great  in- 
fluence upon  the  last  election. 

Qne.'^tion.  Was  or  was  not  that  fear  or  apprehension  of  total  insolvency  of  the  State 
one  of  the  leading  issues  in  your  canvass,  if  not  a  leading  issue? 

Answer.  When  the  canvass  commenced,  the  great  issue  was  the  wastefulness  of  the 
party  in  power. 

Question.  Governor  Holden's  administration  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  that  may  be  said  to  have  absorbed  all  others.  Just  toward 
the  close,  the  employment  of  Kirk  and  Bergen  came  in,  and  I  think  settled  the  fate  of 
the  election  beyond  all  question.     It  was  doubtful  before. 

Question.  The  sending  of  these  armed  bauds  into  the  county  of  Alamance? 

Answer.  That  had  an  efl'ect  throughout  the  State ;  it  went  like  an  electric  shock  from 
one  end  to  the  other.  I  think  it  iufluenced  thousands  of  votes ;  I  know  Colonel  Dockery, 
member  of  the  present  house,  will  tell  you  his  defeat  was  caused  by  that. 

Question.  Prior  to  that,  what  was  the  absorl)ing  issue? 

Answer.  It  was  the  wastefulness  of  the  public  money  ;  theformationof  rings  by  which 
they  said  the  treasury  had  become  exhausted. 
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Question.  Describe  the  formation  of  riugs,  and  what  was  the  popular  belief  on  that  sub- 
ject? 

Avsxrer.  The  popular  belief  was,  that  General  Littlefiekl — who  hns  a  great  reputation, 
whatever  it  may  be,  in  North  Carolina — tLat  he  and  others  canu;  there  and  lorn-ed  a 
third  branch  of  the  legislature,  as  they  called  it,  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  capitol,  where 
whisky  and  other  things  were  furnished;  and  it  was  said  that  those  who  could  not  be 
bought  with  money  were  treated  and  cajoled  out  of  their  votes,  so  that  the  public  money 
was  voted  away  by  millions,  and  Littletield,  Swepson,  and  otbers  got  the  beneiit  of  it. 

Qiiesiioti.  Was  General  Holdeu  sup})osed  to  be  privy  to  this  ? 

Ansictr.  For  a  long  time  it  was  believed  that  he  was  not.  The  only  thing  attributed 
to  him  was,  that  he  did  not  look  sharply  at  the  matter,  light  it  and  denounce  it,  but 
that  Ik;  rather  acquiesced  in  it ;  but  of  late  thej'  are  beginning  to  charge  him  with  being 
a  participator  in  it. 

Question.  Does  this  charge  form  a  part  of  the  articles  of  impeachment  in  his  present 
trial  'I 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  think  the  house  of  representatives  have  voted  almost  unani- 
mously for  the  nintji  article,  every  white  republican  voting  for  it,  and  eight  or  ten  of 
the  colore<l  members  voting  against  it.  I  know  that  a  leading  republican  from  the 
West  came  down  and  urged  it — said  if  they  would  convict  him  on  that  charge,  which 
would  not  be  diCticult,  the  conviction  would  not  assume  a  party  character. 

By  Mr.  Blair  :  • 

Question.  What  was  the  ninth  article  ? 

Answer.  That  Governor  Ilolden  had  issued  $6,000,000  of  bonds  to  ilr.  Swepson  with- 
out conforjiiing  to  what  the  law  recpiired  before  thej*  were  issued. 

By  the  Ciiaiioiax: 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  the  ninth  article  is  preferred  as  one  of  the  charges? 

Answer.  Well,  it  has  not  yet  b(!en  accepted  by  the  senate.  It  was  voted  upon  a  day 
or  two  before  1  left,  by  the  house  of  representatives,  and  received  a  large  majoritj'. 

Question.  As  an  additional  article  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  every  white  republican  voted  for  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  a  certain  number  of  the  colored  republicans  voted  against  it  ?  . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  lew — some  eight  or  ten. 

Question.  Was  the  article  adopted  then  by  all  the  votes  in  the  house  except  those  of 
the  colore.!  republicans  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Jlr.  Bayard: 

Question.  Have  you  a  general  knowledge  of  those  eight  or  ten  colored  men  who  voted 
against  it ;  whether  they  are  persons  of  any  property  i 

Answer.  I  have  not.  I  might  guess,  but'l  would  hardly  like  to  put  that  in  as  testi- 
mony. Some  of  them  may  have  property.  I  could  not  tell  v.  hich  has  and  which  hiis 
not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Does  all  the  property  destroyed  in  the  State  by  these  Ku-Klux  and  other 
secret  societies  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  anything  like  the  amount  of  these  bonds 
which  have  lieen  issued  corruptly  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  nothing  like  it. 

By  Mr.  Wilson  : 

Question.  Where  is  General  Littlefield  now  ? 

Answer.  In  Florida.  The  acting  governor  of  North  Carolina,  Lieutenant  Govei'nor 
Caldwell,  is  displaying  very  commendable  diligence  in  endeavoring  to  punish  the  nieu 
who  have  robbed  the  State.  He  sent  a  requisition  to  the  governor  oi' Florida,  for  Gen- 
eral Littlelield.  Ho  consulted  with  nw.  upon  the  subject.  Though  he  and  I  belong  to 
dill'erent  ])arties,  yet  I  regard  him  as  a  very  moderate*  man.  Hearing  that  General 
Littlelield  was  in  Florida,  he  made  out  what  I  believed  to  lie  a  i)erfeetly  lull  reciuisition 
according  to  all  the  forms  of  law,  :ind  sent  it  to  Governor  Reed,  of  Florida.  Governor 
Reed  retused  to  act  njion  it,  alleging  that  there  was  some  informality  in  it.  It  came 
back  to  Governor  Caldwell,  and  he  supplied  what  Governor  Reed  said  was  wanting, 
and  sent  it  again.  Governor  Reed  still  refused  to  deliver  the  man  up.  Thereupon 
Governor  Caldwell  sent  a  short  message  to  the  legislature,  requesting  them  to  authorize 
him  to  oiler  a  reward  of  .$.'>. (KIO  ibr  tieneral  Littlelield's  arrest.  That  was  passed  unani- 
mously and  immediately,  and  thereupon  he  issued  his  proclamation. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Was  it  passed  by  the  votes  of  republicans? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir;  by  all  parties  in  the  legislature.    A  pretty  resolute  man,  who  was  a 
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member  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  was  sent  out  there  by  Governor  Caldwell  to 
malve  the  demand  of  Governor  Reed,  hearing  that  tlie  reward  was  offered,  went  back 
and  got  some  men  from  Savannah  to  go  with  him,  and  they  came  very  near  catching 
General  Littlefield.  And  now  the  governor  of  Florida  has  offered  a  reward  to  any  man 
who  will  catch  the  man  who  attempted  to  kidnap  General  Littlelield. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  did  General  Littlefield  come  from  ?    Did  he  live  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  He  staid  there  some  time.  I  cannot  tell  where  he  does  claim  to  live.  I 
understand  his  family  live  here.  He  is  a  northern  man.  I  have  understood  that  he 
has  been  operating  in  South  Carolina  and  Florida,  as  well  as  in  our  State. 

Qucsiion.  Were  most  of  the  men  connected  Avith  the  railroads  in  North  Carolina 
northern  men  ? 

Answer.  Most  of  them,  I  think,  were  North  Carolinians. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Mr.  Swepson  was  a  North  Carolinian? 
Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  General  Littlefield  was  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Senator  Abbott  is  one  of  the  directors,  is  he  not,  of  the  Western  Railroad  ? 

Answer.  I  really  cannot  tell  you  ;  I  never  paid  much  attention  to  that  matter.  Gen- 
eral Lallin  was  a  director. 

Question.  Where  was  he  from  ? 

Answer.  From  New  York.  I  think  he  is  a  brother  of  the  member  of  Congress  of 
that  name. 

By  the  Chair:\ian  : 

Question.  Was  not  the  legislation  authorizing  the  issue  of  these  bonds  participated 
iu  by  both  parties  ? 

Answer.  I  understand  some  of  the  railroad  bills  were  voted  for  by  some  members  of 
the  democratic  party,  but  not  by  the  party  generally ;  only  a  few. 

Question.  In  authoriziuj^-  the  issue  of  the  bonds,  was  it  made  a  party  question  at  all, 
or  was  it  voted  as  a  public  improvement  ? 

Ansiner.  It  was  voted  as  a  public  improvement,  but  nearly  all  the  democrats  voted 
against  it  as  a  wild  scheme. 

Question.  In  the  organization  of  the  roads  were  not  democrats  and  republicans  asso- 
ciated in  the  management  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  can  hardly  answer  that  question. 

Question.  Take  the  Western  Road ;  was  not  General  Clingman  associated  with  Gen- 
eral Littlefield  iu  the  negotiation  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  never  heard  about  his  having  any  connection  with  it  till 
I  came  to  Washington. 

Question.  Do  you  know  now  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  All  I  know  is  that  he  claims  that  Littlefield  owed  him  a  debt,  and 
he  went  to  Florida  to  try  to  secure  it. 

Question.  One  of  the  directors  has  stated  m  his  testimony  before  us  that  General 
Clingman  was  a  director. 

Ansiver.  I  think  I  have  heard  so ;  but  whether  he  had  anything  to  do  with  the  nego- 
tiation I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  not  both  parties  join  in  endeavoring  to  bring  to  justice  the  men  who 
have  fraudulently  used  the  funds  i^laced  iu  their  hands? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  su\ 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  not  the  radical  party  defend  Governor  Holden  in  the  canvass  against 
these  charges  ? 
Answer.  O,  yes,  su-;  they  did  last  summer,  at  first. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  The  issue  last  summer  was  the  issue  of  those  railroad  securities? 

Ansica'.  Yes,  sir,  among  other  things — general  extravagance. 

Question.  The  charges  of  impeachment,  upon  which  the  present  trial  of  Governoi 
Holden  is  based,  were  based  upon  the  use  of  the  militia  when  the  articles  were  first 
preferred,  were  they  not  ? 

Answer.  The  first  articles  were  for  the  employment  of  the  militia  and  the  suspension 
of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

Question.  The  9tli  article  is  not  yet  adopted  by  the  senate? 

Answer.  It  had  not  been  when"^I  left;  it  was  just  voted  by  the  house,  and  had  not 
■been  put  in  order  by  the  senate. 

Question.  That  was  after  the  other  articles  were  made  out  ? 


174        CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS   IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

Ansiccr.  O,  yes,  sir,  wbiLe  the  trial  was  going  on. 

Question.  How  recently  have  the  negro  outrages  occurred,  of  which  you  spoke,  iu 
Chatham  County? 

Ansiva:  Within  tlie  last  six  months,  I  think. 

Queslion.  After  the  whipxnngs  thai  have  been  spoken  of  as  being  committed  by  the 
Ku-KIux? 

Ansu'cr.  O,  yes.  sir;  some  twelve  months  after. 

Quesiioit.  In  what  you  have  stated  in  regard  to  them,  have  you  spoken  merely  from 
general  information,  or  were  you  counsel  in  any  of  the  cases? 

Ansicer.  I  was  not  counsel  iu  any  of  the  cases. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  trial  ? 

Ansicer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Then  the  information  you  have  concerning  them  is  not  personal,  but  public 
information  ? 

Ansicer.  Precisely — what  I  have  learned  from  the  papers. 

Question.  Vou  have  mentioned  the  appearance  of  Mr.  McCorkle  as  counsel  for  Colonels 
Kirk  and  IJcrgen  'I 

.Ansicer.  Yes,  sir,  or  ratlier  for  Governor  Holden. 

Question.  He  appeared  as  counsel  I'or  whom  f 

Answer.  Tiie  counsel  said  they  were  acting  under  the  order  of  Governor  Holden — 
employed  l»y  him. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  correctly  as  saying  that  the  conservative  papers  cen- 
sured and  denounced  him  in  his  jirolessional  cai)acily  as  counsel? 

Ansicer.  One  or  two  of  them  said  lie  ought  not  to  have  done  so,  being  a  gentleman  of 
the  conservative  ])arty ;  but  that  was  n-jjudiated  by  the  profession.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  was  gciuTally  so  spoken  of  by  the  papers,  but  it  was  by  one  or  two  of  them. 

Question.  Your  attention  was  called  to  an  allidavit  of  Lucieu  Murray  iu  this  book 
prepared  by  you  ;  was  he  ever  coul'routifl  by  Mr.  Uei'geu  in  a  hearing  befon^  the  court? 

Ansicer.  1  was  not  present  when  that  matter  was  discussed;  I  was  before  Justice 
Pearson  attending  other  causes;  this  was  uj)  stairs,  before  Judge  Brooks. 

Question.  Do  you  kuow  whether  he  or  his  counsel  had  any  opportunity  of  cross- 
exaniiniug  Mr.  Murray? 

AnsH-ir.  1  do  not. 

Question.  What  became  of  his  case — the  application  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  ? 

Ansicer.  A  warrant  was  granted  and  liergeu  was  committed  to  jail,  and  was  after- 
wards released  by  Judge  Bond. 

Question.  Mr.  Murray  was  released? 

Ansicer.  O,  yes,  sir;  by  Judge  Brooks.  That  affidavit  was  drawn  up  after  ho  was 
released,  ui)on  its  being  stated  that  he  feared  Bergen  would  have  him  rearrested. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  opportunity  fin-  Bergen  to  cross-examine  Murray? 

Ansiar.  Not  that  1  kuow  of. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  IMurray  was  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Ansicer.  I  think  he  was  not;  I  am  not  certain. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge? 

Ansiccr.  On  the  suhsequent  examination  they  did  not  connect  him  with  it  at  all;  it 
turned  out  that  he  had  been  taken  up  without  proper  warrant  or  authority,  without 
having  iieeu  guilty  of  any  crime  whatever. 

Question.  Where  you  know  persons  to  be  members  of  this  organization,  would  you 
give  credence  to  thirir  affidavits  against  parties  charged  with  arresting  them? 

Answer.  If  they  were  honest  men. 

Question.  Where  you  knew  them  to  be  members  of  the  organization? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir,  if  I  knew  them  to  bo  members  of  the  organization;  if  I  believed 
them  to  be  hoiuvst  men.  The  examination  of  Tickell  and  others  satislied  me  that  if 
they  were  honest  nieu  they  would  testify  to  the  truth,  and  act  according  to  the  truth. 
Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  men  who  have  bee)i  examin(;d  in  the?  impeachment 
trial,  with  reference  to  Colonel  Kirk's  reiiutation;  what  was  their  position?  had  they 
been  pa  liatiug  or  excusing  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  they  lived  a  long  way  out  of  the  range  of  the  Ku-Klux. 
Question.  Do  you  know  what  their  position  was? 

Amiver.  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Ba yahd  : 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Cook  a  member  of  Congress? 

Ansicer.  Colonel  Cook  had  been  a  member  of  Congress  from  East  Tennessee. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Before  the  war? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  At  the  close  of  the  war  ho  moved  into  our  State,  and  is  practicing 
law  there,  and  I  understand  he  is  a  very  respectable  gentleman. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  excused  or  denounced  the  Ku-Klux? 
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Ansicer,  I  do  not;  I  have  no  infoi'mation,  actual  or  by  rumor. 

Qucfiiion.  Can  you  tell  the  position  of  any  of  the  parties  who  testified  in  the  impeach- 
ment trial,  whether  they  sympathized  with  or  denounced  the  organization? 

Answa:  I  do  not  know,  and  therefore  cannot  state. 

Question.  There  is  a  A^ery  deep-seated  feeling  and  excitement  among  the  individuals 
there  with  reference  to  this  question,  is  there  not? 

Jnmrcr.  There  lias  been ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  now.  The  general  impression  is  that 
now  all  the  outrages  that  are  committed  by  disguised  men  are  by  persons  who  are  not 
members  either  ot  the  Union  Leagues  proper  or  of  the  Ku-Klux  associations. 

Qvc'jition.  From  your  position  as  counsel  in  these  cases,  was  it  your  own  individual 
liosition  that  the  reconstruction  acts  were  unconstitutional? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  maintained  thiit,  and  voted  for  Seymour  and  Blair  on  that  ground. 

Question.  Did  you  also  take  the  ground  that  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  amendments 
were  not  adopted  f 

Anfutrr.  No,  sir;  I  never  took  that  ground  in  my  life;  and  as  soon  as  General  Grant 
and  Colfax  were  elected  I  considered  that  matter  settled,  just  as  much  as  if  in  a  court 
oi'  law  a  rule  of  law  was  decided  against  me,  and  that  it  was  my  duty  to  acquiesce  in 
it.  I  was  sworn  to  su])port  the  constitution  of  North  Carolina,  and  I  feel  myself  just 
as  much  under  obligation  to  support  them  now  as  I  did  before  the  war. 

QiiCHiion.  Has  your  own  position  been  in  antagonism  to  Governor  Holden  on  these 
qui'stions  arising  out  of  the  proceedings  in  Ahiniance  County  ? 

Answa\  Well,  I  have  been  o]>posed  to  his  course. 

Qucsiion.  You  denied  his  right  to  declare  those  counties  in  insurrection  1 

A7iswer.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  deny  it  to  this  day,  and  that  is  one  of  the  niain  grounds  upon 
wliich  he  is  impeached.  I  contended  that  he  Iiad  no  riglit  under  the  constitution  to 
declare  a  whole  county  in  insurrection,  for  by  so  doing  he  makes  evei'\l)ody  in  the 
county,  men,  women,  and  children,  traitors,  and  liable  to  be  tried  for  treason.  I  put 
tbe  (juestion  to  tli(^  chief  justice  in  an  argument  Ix'iore  him,  wh(;thcr  ii' aconnty  in 
whicli  he  ha[)pened  to  live  were  declared  in  insurrection,  that  would  make  him  a  traitor, 
and  he  decided  that  it  would. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Qucsiion.  Was  the  effect  of  declaring  these  counties  in  insurrection  and  then  sending 
a  colonel  of  militia  into  it,  to  place  every  man,  wouian,  and  child  in  that  county  under 
the  mdimited  discretion  of  the  militia  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  effect  of  tht-  decision  of  the  court  under  the  Shofifuer  act.  I  de- 
nied the  riglit  to  declare  that  the  W' bole  county  was  in  insurrection.  Only  those  en- 
gaged in  insurrection  could  be  traitors,  but  that  the  whole  people  of  the  county  were 
engaged  in  insurrection  I  denied,  and  still  deny. 

QucNtio)!.  You  have  spoken  of  a  number  of  cases  of  barn-burning  and  theft ;  state 
whether  the  persons  who  lost  property  in  that  way  were,  in  your  kno"^dedge  or  belief, 
members  of  the  conservative  party,  or  were  they  known  as  radicals  politically  ? 

Ansuxr.  Most  of  tliem  were  members  of  the  conservative  party;  no  doubt  about 
that. 

Question.  Were  such  cases  of  outrages  generally'direeted  against  the  property  of 
conservatives? 

Answer.  1  think  they  were  ;  that  is  what  was  understood. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  two  classes  of  outrages,  one  directed  against  property 
and  the  other  of  a  retaliatory  character,  directed  against  the  persons  who  were  supposed 
to  commit  them — these  whijtpings,  &c.  ;  do  you  believe  there  is  now  thrtnigh  your 
State  a  popular  disposition,  accompanied  by  a  legal  efficiency,  to  punish  such 
offenses  on  either  side  by  law  ? 

Ansiecr.  I  believe  that  all  the  people  of  North  Carolina  are  now  so  disposed,  and  I 
believe  a  bill  has  been  introduced  '\n  the  legislature  for  the  purpose  of  making  highly 
penal  the  holding  of  all  these  secret  political  organizations. 

Question.  In  the  present  legislature  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  punish  and  arrest  such  a  course  of  things? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  such  laws  can  be  efiSciently  executed? 

Ansicer.  I  believe  they  can. 

Question.  With  the  sentiment  of  the  people  in  their  favor? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir,  of  all  i)arties. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  When  were  the  railroad  bonds  issued  ? 
Answer.  In  18G7  or  1868 ;  I  cannot  give  the  precise  date.    There  were  $0,000,000  issued 
to  Mr.  Swepson,  and  they  are  all  gone.     I  have  inquired  how  much  was  realized  for  the 
benefit  of  the  road,  and  the  very  highest  estimate  is  $ir;0,000  out  of  the  i|{i,UUU,UOO. 
Question.  When  were  they  sold  ? 
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Ansxver,  I  cannot  tell  yon.  They  have  been  hawked,  about  in  New  York,  and  I  be- 
lieve some  have  gone  to  Europe. 

Qneslion.  When  did  the  legislature  meet  that  authorized  it  ? 

Ansurr.  It  w.as  elected  at  the  same  time  that  the  new  constitution  was  adopted,  in 
1868.  They  were  voted  for  on  the  21st,  22d,  and  23d  of  April,  18iJ8.  The  coustitutiou 
was  adopted  and  ofiicers  were  elected  under  it  at  the  same  time. 

Question.  How  long  after  tlie  passage  of  the  act  was  it  before  the  bonds  were  issued? 

Jnsircr.  I  think  it  was  the  folk)wing  winter. 

Qneslion.  After  the  presidential  election  ? 

Ansircr.  Yes,  sir. 

Qiirslion.  Wlien  did  the  discussion  commence  in  regard  to  the  profligacy  of  Governor 
Holden's  administration  ? 

Ansivcr.  Well,  si)-,  .soon  after  the  legislature  began  to  make  these  appropriations,  as  I 
have  already  said,  a  few  donocrats,  a  vei-y  few,  voted  for  them  ;  I  think  tliey  wanted 
to  get — at  least  they  were  charged  with  wanting  to  get — some  part  of  the  spoils. 

Qiicstinn.  Was  that  in  the  issue  of  the  canvass  iu  1863? 

AnfiU-cr.  No,  sir,  the  only  issnc  then  was  whether  the  constitution  should  be  adopted 
or  not. 

Queslion.  I  mean  in  the  presidential  campaign  of  18G8,  Avas  there  auy  issue  in  regaid 
to  that  ? 

Amnrcr.  I  do  not  think  it  Avas  an  issue;  I  think  the  main  issue  was  whether  the  re- 
constrnetion  acts  were  to  be  sustained  or  nol. 

Question.  Then  ihe  Ku-Klnx  organization  was  in  existence  prior  to  the  time  that 
there  was  any  issue  in  regaid  to  the  extravagance  of  Governor  Holden's  administration, 
was  it  not? 

Avsive7:  I  reckon  it  was  all  about  the  same  time.  I  was  looking  over  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Boyd,  the  ])rincii)al  witness  introduced  on  the  part  of  the  State  by  Governor 
Holden's  counsel,  and  I  see  that  he  says  the  Union  Leagues  were  first  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  aeeomi)lishing  an  ohjcet,  and  that  was,  to  unite  all  the  colored  citizens  of 
the  Stat(^  into  a  party  to  vote  th(>  same  way,  as  tli(\v  do  most  uimniinously,  ami  that 
the  Ku-Klnx  organizations  were  ibrmed  in  order  to  counteract  their  eil'ect ;  that  is  what 
he  says  in  etlcct,  and  I  bc!i{\\e  it  is  true. 

Queation.  But  the  Ku-Klux  organization  did  not  grow  out  of  the  extravagance  of  the 
State  adniinistrati'Mi  ? 

Ansuci:  I  do  not  think  it  did ;  but  then  they  Avere  kept  up  for  the  purpose  of  defeat- 
ing that  party. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  said  you  did  not  believe  there  was  more  than  .$1.^0,000  realized  for  the 
State,  or  towajil  the  accomplishment  of  the  work  on  the  Western  Railroad,  out  of  the 
$6,000,000  ? 

Answer.  The  western  division  of  it. 

Question.  I  low  much  Avas  realized  out  of  the  other  bonds  for  the  State  and  the  roads  ? 

Answer.  Nothing,  I  think.  There  Avas  a  large  number  issued  to  A.  J.  Jones  and 
others. 

Question.  Nothing,  comparatively,  was  realized  out  of  any  of  those  bonds  toward 
the  completion  of  these  Avorks? 

Answer.  Very  little,  indeed. 

Question.  DoVon  su]>pose  that  .$1,000,000,  altogether,  was  realized  out  of  the  §21,000,000  ? 

Answer.  Probably  that  Avould  be  putting  it  a  little  too  low;  perhaps  $2,000,000  or 
$2,500,000  would  cover  the  Avhole  amount. 

Question.  That  was  all  that  Avas  realized  ? 

Answer.  And  hence  there  is  among  all  parties  iu  the  State  a  strong  indisposition  to 
pay  for  them. 

Question,  Yon  say  you  do  not  knoAV  where  these  bonds  are  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  "most  of  them,  I  think,  are  in  the  hands  of  brokers  in  New  York. 

Question.  Yon  say  General  Lalliu,  brother  of  the  member  of  Congress,  was  oneof  these 
railroad  men ;  did  yon  ever  hear  of  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Lalliu,  member  of  the 
House,  sending  one  of  these  bonds  under  his  frank  to  one  of  his  coustituonts  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  it  that  I  recollect. 

By  the  ChairM/VN  : 
Question.  You  have  spoken  of  Mr.  Boyd ;  did  you  know  him  as  a  member  of  the  bar  ? 
Answer.  I  did  not  until  I  saw  him  when  he  was  examined. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  retained  by  Governor  Holden  T 
Answer.  I  do  not ;  but  I  Avas  utterly  astonished,  as  I  believe  CA'crybody  else  was,  when 
Governor  Caldwell  sent  to  the  legislature  an  account  of  the  expenditures  made  by 
Governor  Holden,  and  among  the  rest  Avas  $250  paid  to  Mr.  Boyd  as  counsel. 
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Question.  In  what  cases  ? 

Answer.  It  was  luulerstood  iu  these  Ku-Klux  cases. 

Question.  At  the  time  he  was  making  his  confeseiou  and  exposing  them  ? 

Ansicei:  Yes,  sir ;  if  you  will  notice  I  cross-examined  Mr.  Boyd,  and  asked  him  if  he 
diduot  belong  to  the  legal  profession,  and  if  it  was  not  verj^  honorable  for  a  man  to  belong- 
to  it.  He  said  it  was.  Then  I  asked  if  the  word  of  an  honorable  man  ought  not  to  bo  as 
good  as  his  oath.  He  replied,  "  Certainly."  Then  I  handed  him  a  card  he  had  had 
published,  iu  which  he  denied  that  he  knew  anything  about  these  things. 

Question.  That  is  Mr.  Boyd's  testimony ;  can  you  turn  to  the  page  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  publish  it  in  the  book  I  produced  here  ;  it  is  in  the  documents  ac- 
companying Governor  Holden's  message. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Taking  the  objects  of  the  Ku-KIux  organization,  and  its  obligations  to  be 
such  as  were  disclosed  upon  that  trial,  do  you  look  upon  it  as  dishonorable  and  unwor- 
thy for  any  citizen  to  disclose  the  existence  and  i^urposes  of  such  au  organization  ; 
was  that  your  meaning  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  My  object  was  to  show  that  Mr.  Boyd  had  made  a  declaration  as 
au  honorable  man,  and  then  had  sworn  differently  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Was  he  not  bound  to  conceal  it  ? 

Answer.  I  had  no  objection  to  Mr.  Boyd  or  anybody  else  coming  out  and  telling  every- 
thing. 

Q^uestion.  Did  you  not  understand  that' the  obligation  of  the  order  required  him  as  a 
member  to  conceal  the  fact  ? 

Ansivei:  Yes,  sir  ;  but  he  had  a  right  to  abandon  it,  and  then  he  ought  to  come  out 
and  disclose  everything.     I  admitted  that. 

Qnestion.  Was  there  anything  in  the  examination  to  discredit  his  testimony? 

Answer.  None,  except  that. 

Question.  Any  attack  upon  his  character? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  well  known  there. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  had  been  a  democratic  candidate  for  the  legislature  in  Alamance  County 
at  the  time  he  made  this  disclosure  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  against  his  standing  before,  as  a  member  of 
the  bar  or  a  citizen  ? 

Ansicer.  I  had  not.  I  think  he  stood  fair.  I  desire,  with  the  permission  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  read  a  portion  of  a  leading  editorial  article  from  one  of  our  independent 
papers,  the  Daily  Telegram,  of  Raleigh,  of  February  10,  1871.  One  ot'  its  editors  is  a 
moderate  republican  and  the  other  a  moderate  democrat:  "The  leagues  of  the  repub- 
licans and  the  klans  of  the  conservatives  have  already  damaged  the  material  interests 
of  North  Carolina  beyond  computation,  and  their  influence  will  be  felt  for  years  to  come. 
The  impeachment  trial,  now  progressing  in  our  State  capital,  originated  in  the  organ- 
ization of  these  two  opposing  associations,  and  over  one-half  the  lawlessness  of  the 
State  can  be  traced  to  their  closed  doors.  It  behooves  the  good  men  of  both  parties 
to  repudiate  and  condemn  them.  Laws  should  be  passed  prohibiting  them.  They 
bode  no  good  to  a  people.  They  are  a  uuisauce  and  an  utter  abomination,  and,  if 
continued,  will  undermine  our  liberties  and  subvert  the  Government."  I  jjerfectly 
concur  in  everything  iu  that  paragrapli. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Do  you  believe  the  sentiment  of  the  mass  of  the  people  of  your  State  is  in 
accordance  with  it? 

Answer.  I  believe  most  of  what  I  call  the  respectable  portion  of  tlie  people  is  now  in 
full  accord  with  that  sentiment.    I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  about  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  publicly  denounce  these  Ku-Klux  before  this  trial  ? 

Ansicer.  I  did,  sir.  There  was  a  case  where  a  woman  in  disguise  went  to  frighten  a 
poor  fellow,  and  he  thought  she  vas  a  Ku-Klux,  and  killed  her.  I  was  at  the  trial  as 
counsel  for  him,  and  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  use  the  strongest  language 
I  could  employ.    I  got  it  published  in  the  Standard,  at  that  time  a  republican  organ. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  14, 1871. 
Daniel  R'.  Russell,  jr.,  sworn  and  examined.] 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Please  state  where  you  reside  ? 
12 
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Ansicer.  I  live  in  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  at  tliis  time. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  State  ? 
Answer.  I  was  born  there.  * 

Question.  What  position  do  you  occupy? 

Ansiver.  I  am  one  of  the  judges  of  the  superior  court  for  the  fourth  judicial  district. 

Question.  What  counties  does  it  embrace  ? 

Ansiver.  It  embraces  the  counties  of  New  Hanover,  Brunswick,  Columbus,  Bladen, 
Robeson,  Sampson,  and  Duplin. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  disturbances  in  your  judicial  district  within  your 
knowledge  affecting  the  security  of  person  and  property  ?  If  so,  give  us  your  knowl- 
edge with  regard  to  them. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  in  the  county  of  Robeson  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  lawless- 
ness. That  lawlessness,  howcv(>r,  is  not  in  anywise  political;  it  simply  grows  out  of 
the  depredations  of  a  band  of  robbers,  who  are  banded  together  for  ordinary  purposes 
of  robbery,  aud  who  existed  before  and  during  the  war,  before  p.irty  organizations  were 
formed  in  the  State,  and  their  depredations  are  not  eontined  to  democrats  or  republi- 
cans, but  they  depredate  generally  on  men  of  all  shades  of  political  o])inion.  They 
have  been  indicted  in  the  courts  and  have  been  outlawed  by  myself;  tliey  are  well 
known  to  the  connnunity,  and  the  evidence  is  abundant ;  the  only  difticulty  is  to  appre- 
li(>nd  them.  There  is  a  con)i)any  of  United  States  troops  there  now  after  them.  The 
citizens  have  been  called  out  frequently.  Two  of  them  Avere  convicted  and  sentenced 
to  death  by  myself,  aud  they  broke  jail.  It  is  safe  to  say,  however,  that  the  lawlessness 
in  the  county  is  in  nowise  jxditical. 

Question.  Is  there  any  dilliculty  in  administering  justice  in  the  counties  where  you 
succeed  in  arresting  the  criminals? 

Ansirer.  None  whatever;  because  men  of  all  shades  of  opinion  ai'e  entirely  in  favor 
of  punishing  them.  Bills  have  already  been  found  by  the  grand  jury.  There  is  no 
difiicnlty  in  getting  a  bill  there;  and  no  difticulty  in  procuring  v/ituesses;  and  no 
difficulty  with  sufficient  evidence  in  procuring  a  conviction. 

Qiiestion.  What  is  snpposed  to  be  the  strength  of  the  organized  band  of  robbers? 

Answer.  The  active  members  iiroljabTy  do  not  nnnil)er  lii'ty.  It  is  donbtfiil  whether 
there  are  more  than  fifteen  or  t  went j- that  are  actnal  perpeti-ators  of  crime.  The  ne- 
groes aud  Avhite  people  are  all  opposed  to  it.  The  militia  was  called  out  in  August, 
18G9,  to  arrest  them.  The  calling  out  of  the  militia  caused  more  lawlessness.  These 
outlaws  are  mulattoes  who  reside  in  Skutfletown,  which  is  inhabited  by  mulattocs  and 
negroes,  and  are  supposed  to  have  some  symjjathizers  in  the  couunnnify.  The  militia, 
in  August,  18G9,  caught  some  of  them;  and  the  calling  out  of  the  militia  tlu-mselves 
occasioned  a  great  many  depretlations  to  be  committed  upon  tliose  who  were  known  to 
l>e  their  sympathizers  and  friends.  It  was  ol)served  at  (lie  next  term  of  the  court  that 
there  were  more  nc'groes  indicted  for  depredations  upon  negroes  than  there  were  upon 
whites;  in  other  words,  the  pnjndices  of  tiie  right-minded  negroes  themselves  seemed 
to  be  as  decided  as  those  of  the  wliites  against  these  outlaws. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  portion  of  your  district  in  which  there  has  been  any 
disturbance  of  the  pul>lic  peace? 

Answer.  There  have  been  crimes  committed  in  some  of  the  counties — in  at  least  two 
of  them,  to  my  knowledge  ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  in  one  of  them,  at  least, 
they  were  political. 

Question.  Which  county  is  that? 

Ansiver.  Sampson. 

Question.  Wliat  was  the  character  of  that  ? 

Answer.  The  most  striking  instance  I  have  heard  of  was  that  of  a  colored  man,  who 
was  said  to  have  been  a  prominent  gentleman  and  republican  in  the  county,  who  was 
called  out  to  his  door  just  after  dark,  and  shot  dead  by  a  ])arty  of  nun  at  the  fence. 
That  occurred  in  the  year  18(58,  inuuediately  after  orjduring  the  presidential  campaign. 
There  has  been  no  indictment,  anil,  so  far  as  1  have  been  informed,  no  attempt  to  indict. 
That  occurred  within  a  short  distance  of  the  county  town,  almost  within  the  corporate 
limits. 

Question. JWere  the  men  in  disguise  who  committed  the  offense  ? 

Answer.  1  have  never  heard  th.at  they  were.  I  took  the  troul)le  myself  to  inqtiire 
privately  of  negroes,  and  with  one  or  two  Union  men  in  that  county,  if  tliey  knew  any- 
thing about  the  facts  connected  with  that  murder.  The  invariable  answer  was,  if  they 
had  any  knowledge  it  would  not  be  safe  for  them  to  reveal  it. 

Question.  Was  it  the  subject  of  investigation  before  any  magistrate? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  tliat  it  was.  Whether  it  was  befbre  a  coroner's  jury  or 
not,  1  cannot  say.  It  is  usual  to  have  such  a  jury,  aud  the  usual  verdict  in  such  a  case 
is,  death  by  some  person  unknown  to  the  jury.  Whether  an  inquest  took  place  in  that 
case,  I  do  not  remember.  There  has  been  no  presentment  or  indictment  before  the 
grand  jury. 

Question.  Was  the  occurrence  given  in  charge  to  the  jury  to  invc*itigate  ? 

Anmvcr   The  occurrence  was  given  in  common  with  all  other  oHousos  against  the 
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criminal  law  iu  the  county.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  particular  attention  was  di- 
rected to  that  nnirder  or  not.  It  was  well  known  in  the  community,  and  the  grand 
jury  knew  it  as  well  as  anybody  else ;  that  is,  the  fact  that  the  murder  had  occurred. 

Question.  What  was  the  "political  complexion  of  that  county  and  its  officers? 

AnsU'Cr.  Democratic. 

Question.  In  cases  arising  out  of  injuries  alleged  to  have  been  inflicted  by  this  secret, 
disguised  organization,  do  you  believe  that  there  is  any  difficulty  in  the  administration 
of  justice  in  the  courts  in  consequeuce  of  the  existence  of  the  organization? 

Answe):  Well,  I  do  not  remember  that  there  has  been  any  indictment  in  any  court 
over  wliich  I  have  xiresided  against  these  masked  marauders.  I  have  a  very  decided 
opinion  on  that  question,  but  I  cannot  speak  from  any  positive  personal  observation. 

Question.  We  would  be  glad  to  have  your  opinion,  as  a  judicial  officer  of  the  county, 
of  tlie  state  of  things  in  your  district  ? 

Ansiver.  Do  you  desire  me  to  speak  specially  with  reference  to  my  district,  or  else- 
where in  the  State  ? 

Question.  Elsewhere  in  the  State,  if  youi-  information  is  such  as  to  have  formed  an 
opinion  upon  it. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  information  extends  over  most  of  the  State,  for  I  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  inform  myself  iu  respect  to  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  State  where  these 
depredations  have  occurred,  and  from  what  I  consider  reliable  authority,  my  opinion  is 
very  decided  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  secure  anything  like  a  fair  trial  in  any 
case  where  any  iierson  belongs  to  any  of  these  secret  organizations  or  clans.  Constitu- 
tional Union  Guards,  &c.;  utterly  impossible  in  any  such  case  to  obtain  a  fair  trial  on 
the  part  of  the  State.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  difficult  to  procure  a  bill  of  indictment 
through  the  grand  jury.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  men  who  commit  the  crimes . 
constitute  or  sit  on  the  grand  jury,  either  they  themselves  or  their  near  relatives  or 
friends,  sympathizers,  aiders,  or  abettors  ;  and,  if  a  bill  is  found,  it  is  next  to  impossi- 
ble to  secm-e  a  conviction  upon  a  trial  at  the  bar.  I  have  heard  of  no  instance  iu  North 
Carolina  where  a  conviction  of  that  sort  has  taken  place. 

Question.  Does  that  difficulty  arise  from  the  presence  of  members  of  the  organization 
on  the  jury,  or  from  the  appearance  of  v^itnesses  in  behalf  of  the  organization,  or  both  ? 

Ansu'cr.  From  both,  so  far  as  my  information  goes. 

Question.  To  what  extent  is  that  the  case  in  the  State  at  present ;  iu  how  many 
counties  or  districts  that  you  are  aware  of? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  my  opinion  is  that  it  is  the  case  in  every  county  where  these 
organizations  have  been  introduced.  They  have  not  been  introduced  in  all  the  counties, 
80  far  as  my  observation  goes.  For  instance,  in  my  own  district,  I  am  sure  there  are 
at  least  two  counties  where  they  have  never  been  introduced  at  all,  and  o\ie  of  these  is 
a  very  strong  democratic  county. 

Question.  Name  them. 

Answer.  Columbus  and  Brunswick. 

Question.  How  as  to  the  other  counties  of  the  district? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  speak  merely  from  information.  My  opinion  is  it  does  exist  in 
at  least  three  counties  in  the  district.  The  other  three  I  am  in  doubt  whether  it  does 
or  not;  at  any  rate,  I  have  never  seen  any  evidence  in  the  other  three  in  the  jury-box. 

Question.  What  three  does  it  exist  iu? 

Answer.  Dupliu,  Sampson,  and  Robeson.  There  have  been  no  outrages  by  that  order 
in  Robeson.  Well,  there  have  been  some,  I  have  no  doubt,  but  none  very  flagrant ;  I 
do  not  know  but  I  did  hear  of  their  killing  one  man.  I  believe  the  orgauization  exists 
in  those  three  counties. 

Question.  Are  you  elected  by  the  popular  vote  ? 

Ansiver.  Elected  by  the  people  of  the  whole  State. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  At  what  election  ? 
Answer.  In  1868. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you,  then,  as  saying  that  in  cases  which  come  to  your 
court  arising  out  of  this  political  organization,  your  belief  is  that  justice  cannot  be  ad- 
ministered through  the  medium  of  jury  trial  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  decided  opinion. 

Question.  From  your  experience  as  a  judicial  officer  there,  can  you  suggest  to  us  any 
practical  legislative  remedy  for  this  evil  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  that  raises  numerous  constitutional  questions,  many  of  which  I 
have  not  examined.  I  did  say,  and  I  say  now,  that  two  years  ago,  or  even  one  year 
ago,  if  we  had  had  a  competent  government,  competent  legislature,  aud  competent  ex- 
ecutive, it  could  have  been  suppressed  by  the  State  authorities,  by  the  State  courts, 
and  that  its  final  triumph  is  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  incapacity  of  those  who 
have  been  intrusted  with  the  administration  of  our  governmental  ali'airs  iu  the  State^ 
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Question.  Do  you  speak  of  the  ineflficieut  admiuistration  of  the  civil  code  itself,  or 
the  failure  of  legislatiou  ? 

Answer.  I  speak  in  the  first  place  of  the  failure  of  the  legislature  to  afford  the  neces- 
sary remedies  in  criminal  prosecution,  their  partial  failure  to  do  that ;  and  secondly, 
the  utter  failure  of  the  executive  to  carry  into  effect  such  remedies  as  were  given  by 
the  legislature. 

Question.  You  mean  by  that  the  act  ^vhich  authorized  the  governor  to  use  the  mili- 
tary ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  mean  that.  I  mean  the  act  of  assembly  which  gave  him 
authority  to  push  the  prosecution  in  the  courts.  For  instance,  there  was  an  act  of 
assembly  which  authorized  the  removal,  at  the  instance  of  the  State,  of  cases  after  a 
bill  was  found,  from  a  county  where  a  fair  trial  could  not  be  had,  to  a  forum,  to  be 
selected  by  the  State.  That  was  entirely  constitutioual.  The  legislature  had  a  perfect 
right  to  do  it.  There  were  numerous  bills  of  indictment  found,  with  evidence  sutil- 
cieut  in  some  counties,  I  am  entirely  satisfied,  but  there  was  an  utter  failui'e  on  the 
part  of  the  governor  to  emjiloy  counsel  and  i)rosecute  those  cases  by  removing  them  to 
such  forums  as  would  have  aiforded  a  fair  trial ;  iu  consequence  of  which  no  convic- 
tions were  had. 

Question.  Was  that  duty  imposed  upon  the  governor  or  upon  the  district  solicitor  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  iu  so  many  words  the  governor  was-  required  to  do 
it,  but  he  was  making  pretense  of  puttiug  down  the  Ku-Klux.  He  had  a  secret  service 
fund  at  his  disposal,  was  employing  detectives  all  over  the  State,  and  in  some  instances 
employed  counsel.  The  solicitors  in  the  circuits  did  not  make  the  motiou,  and  the 
governor  had  noljody  there  to  insist  upon  it. 
Question.  To  which  circuit  do  you  refer  ? 

Answer.  I  refer  now  to  certaiu  cases  that  occurred  in  the  third  judicial  district. 
Question.  What  .judge  presided? 

Answer.  Judge  Clark.     I  think  there  are  other  cases  of  that  sort  in  the  State. 
Question.  Have  the  political  parties  of  the  State  divided  to  such  an  extent  upon  the 
question  of  this  organization  and  the  outrages  coumiitted  by  them  as  to  make  it  a 
party  question  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  decidedly. 

Question.  How  has  that  division  been  characterized  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  has  been  characterized  in  this  way:  the  republican  party  has 
uniforndy  denounced  these  outrages,  while  the  democratic  party,  as  indicated  by  the 
jiress,  has,  in  my  opinion,  uniformly  defended  or  attenq>ted  to  justify  them.  I  know  of 
but  two  democratic  papers  in  the  State  which  have  openly  denounced  them.  Those 
two  are  the  S'alisbury  paper,  edited  by  Mr.  Uanes,  and  the  Charlotte  Democrat,  edited 
by  Mr.  Yates. 

Question.  Are  you  speaking  of  the  depredatious  by  the  Ku-Klux  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  secret  political  organizatir)n  in  the  State,  of 
either  party,  whose  operations  interfere  with  the  security  of  person  and  property  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  The  only  secret  political  orgauizjition  on  the  other  side,  that  has 
existed  since  the  reconstruction,  is  what  is  known  as  the  Union  League.  I  am  not  a 
member  of  it,  never  liad  anything  to  do  witli  it ;  but  so  far  as  my  observation  in  the 
court-house  and  out  of  it  goes,  I  have  no  reason  to  beli(!ve  tliat  any  crime  has  ever 
been  counnitted  by  the  members  of  the  organization,  ov  tliat  it  lias  in  any  way  encour- 
aged lawlessness. 

Question.  To  what  extent  does  this  state  of  affairs  to  which  you  have  testified  exist 
at  this  time  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  just  as  bad  now  as  ever  it  was.  While  holding  court,  in  Decem- 
ber last,  in  Cumberland  County,  which  is  out  of  my  circuit — I  exchanged  circuits  with 
Judge  Ikixton — I  had  reliable'information  that  a  white  man  was  taken  out  of  town, 
within  the  vicinity  of  Fayetteville,  in  that  county,  and  severely  whipped  and  scom-ged ; 
the  reason  given  being  that  he  had  voted  the  radical  ticket. 
Question.  Do  you  recollect  his  name  ? 
Answer.  IJaiford. 

Question.  Was  any  judicial  investigation  instituted  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever.  Information  was  brought  to  me,  at  my  rooms,  that  the 
man  was  in  town,  and  I  told  the  gentleman  wlio  brought  it  to  tell  him  to  come  and  see 
me.  The  statenu>nt  was  also  made  that  he  knew  two  of  the  men. 
Question.  Was  this  statement  made  by  the  man  who  was  injured  ? 
Answer.  No,  but  by  the  party  who  came  to  see  me.  He  said  the  man  who  was  in- 
jured was  in  town.  I  asked  the  gentleman  if  the  man  could  swear  to  any  of  tlie  par- 
ties. The  answer  was  that  he  could  swear  to  two  of  tliem.  I  then  told  the  gentleman 
to  go  and  bring  the  man  to  my  room  that  night,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  artid.a- 
vit,  so  that  I  could  issue  a  bench  warrant.  He  did  not  couk;,  but  sent  mo  word  by  the 
same  party  that  he  could  not  make  an  atfidavit ;  that  he  feared  he  would  be  killed  if  he 
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did.  I  heard  that  night  that  he  couhl  not  be  found.  If  he  had  appeared  before  me  at 
all,  it  would  have  been  compulsoiy,  and  I  could  not  compel  him  to  make  an  affidavit. 

Question.  From  your  observations  and  travels  through  the  State,  in  the  exercise  of 
your  official  functions,  what  is  your  belief  as  to  the  effect  produced  upon  public  secur- 
ity by  these  outrages  that  have  been  committed? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  think,  in  those  counties  where  these  outrages  have  taken  place, 
and  the  public  have  seen  that  they  have  been  done  with  impunity,  there  is  an  absolute 
reign  of  terror,  and  there  is  no  sort  of  vsecurity  to  cither  life,  liberty,  or  property  in 
favor  of  any  man  against  whom  there  is  reasonable  suspicion  that  he  is  a  Uuiou  man 
and  favorable  to  the  Government. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  any  of  the  investigations  that  arose  out  of  these  out- 
rages, when  several  of  the  judges  sat  together? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  at  one  of  them.  I  have  read  all  that  investigation,  and 
these  opinions  I  give  are  formed  very  much  upon  that  investigation,  together  with 
other  facts  and  general  observation. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  are  your  political  opinions? 

Answer.  I  am  a  republican.  I  was  born  in  North  Carolina;  was  in  the  confederate 
army;  was  a  large  slaveholder;  and  am  now  a  considerable  tax-payer  and  proi^erty- 
holder,  and  entirely  identified  with  the  people  and  interests  of  the  State  of  North  Car- 
olina. 

Question.  You  live  in  Wilmington  ?  * 

Answer.  I  do  at  this  time. 

Question.  You  do  not  profess  to  speak  of  these  outrages  of  your  own  knowledge  at 
all,  only  from  general  opinion  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  of  course  I  have  seen  none  of  them  committed. 

Question.  You  say  you  are  not  a  member  of  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Ansiver.  I  am  not. 

Question.  What  is  the  purpose  of  that  organization,  so  far  as  you  know  ? 

Anstoer.  So  far  as  I  know,  the  purpose  of  it  was  to  form  an  organization  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  republican  party.  I  have  understood,  in  fact  I  have  been  told  by  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  league  in  the  State,  that  there  has  been  no  attempt  to  organize  it  for 
more  than  twelve  months  past.  There  have  been  no  meetings,  that  I  am  aware  of, 
duriug  that  time.  When  it  was  first  organized  and  was  in  progress,  in  the  campaign 
of  1868,  its  meetings  were  well  known.  The  negroes  were  assembled  on  my  plantation 
and  in  that  vicinity,  going  to  the  meetings. 

Question.  Was  it  an  oath-bound  organization? 

Anstver.  I  think  so.     The  oath  has  been  published  often  in  North  Carolina. 

Question.  All  its  oaths  ? 

Ansicer.  What  professed  to  be  all. 

Question.  What  were  they  ? 

Answer.  Simply  to  support  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and,  so 
far  as  I  remember,  something  about  voting  for  loyal  men.  That  is  about  all  I  remem- 
ber of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  never  hear  of  any  threats  or  intimidations  used  by  this  organiza- 
tion against  negroes  and  others  who  chose  not  to  support  the  rexmblican  ticket  I 

Answen:  Well,  I  have  heard  charges  of  this  sort  in  democratic  newspapers  very  often ; 
and  let  me  say  just  there  that  I  have  heard  of  two  instances  that  have  occurred  in 
Southeastern  North  Carolina,  where  I  live,  Avhere  negroes  had  been  assaulted  on  the 
ground  that  they  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Assaulted  by  other  negroes? 

Answe):  By  other  negroes;  and  tliat  in  both  these  instances  the  negroes  who  did  it 
were  indicted,  tried,  convicted,  and  punished. 

Question.  When  was  this  Loyal  League  established  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Anstve):  I  think  it  was  in  the  latter  part  of  1867,  when  the  reconstruction  measures 
were  first  put  in  force. 

Question.  By  whom  were  the  leagues  established  ? 

Answer.  My  impression  was  that  they  were  established  by  the  leading  negroes  and 
perhaps  by  the  leading  active  local  politicians  in  the  interest  of  the  republican  party. 

Question.  Were  they  not  established  invariably  by  northern  men  who  had  gone  down 
there  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were. 

Question.  Is  it  not  your  belief  that  the  order  was  introduced  there  by  northern  men 
who  went  down  into  that  comitry  after  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Well,  my  belief  is  that  the  order  was  introduced  there  not  exclusively,  as 
far  as  my  observation  has  gone,  by  natives,  but  that  native  whites  have  been  as  active 
in  the  league  as  what  are  known  as  carpet-baggers. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  Union  League  existed  in  the  North  and  was 
taken  down  there  by  what  are  known  as  carj)et-baggers  ? 
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Ansiver.  I  have  no  doubt  about  its  autecedent  existence  in  the  North,  and  I  think  it 
is  very  reasonable  to  suppose  that  many  of  the  men  Tvere  veiy  active  in  introducing  it 
there.  Whether  they  were  originallj'  active  or  not  I  could  not  swear.  I  should  take 
it  as  nothing  but  reasonable,  however,  that  those  who  were  originally  active  in  effect- 
ing reconstruction  introduced  it,  and  my  recollection  is  that  the  lirst  republican 
reconstruction  convention — I  mean  the  first  party  convention  in  the  interest  of  recon- 
struction— assembled  in  the  State  was  conij)osed  almost  entirely  of  native  white  and 
colored  j)eople.  I  do  not  think  the  carpet-baggers  had  taken  hold  of  political  affairs 
then. 

Question.  Did  the  establishment  of  this  Loyal  League  precede  the  establishment  of 
what  is  kuowu  as  the  Ku-Klux  and  other  organizations? 

Annwer.  Well,  the  Loyal  League  was  known  in  North  Carolina  before  there  was  any 
public  attention  directed  to  what  is  now  called  the  Ku-Klux  Klau;  but  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Loyal  League  in  North  Carolina  was  contemporaneous  with  the  organization 
of  the  republican  party  in  the  State,  which  took  place  in  18G7.  By  that  time  there 
had  been  numbers  of  outrages  committed  in  the  State  by  persons  who  called  them- 
selves regulators,  and  whose  princi])al  purjjose  seemed  to  be  to  break  up  the  negroes, 
prevent  them  from  owning  or  rciiliug  lands,  or  owning  horses  or  other  property,  and 
whose  depredations  were  confined  enHrely  to  negroes.  I  heard  of  no  instance  of  out- 
raging white  Union  men.  Those  dejiredations  were  committed  very  extensively,  and 
many  of  them  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  one  of  my  plantations.  The  negroes'  mules 
were  taken  and  carried  ofi",  so  that  no  negro  would  undertake  to  own  a  mui(4  or  a  horse 
ot  a  piece  of  land,  and  a  great  many  of  them  will  not  now. 

Question.  Yon  say  you  were  in  the  confederate  army  ? 

Ansn-er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Originally  a  secessionist  ? 

Answer.  W^ell,  sir,  1  entered  the  confederate  amiy  when  I  was  fifteeu  or  sixteen  years 
old.  I  was  not  a  secessionist ;  I  do  not  think  I  had  any  political  opinion  of  any  sort 
very  decided.  I  am  only  twenty-five  now.  I  went  in  about  186'2,  and  staid  there  a 
year  or  two.  My  education  and  all  my  instincts  were  against  secession.  Mj'  family 
were  opjiosed  to  secession. 

Question.  Ditl  you  know  whether  the  officei's  of  the  Frecdmeu's  Bureau  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  establishment  of  tiiis  Loyal  League  ? 

Ansxcer.  I  have  no  sort  of  knowledge  that  tht;y  did.  There  may  have  been  individ- 
ual cases  of  persons  who  belonged  to  it  and  who  were  active.  I  remember  of  no  in- 
stance of  that  sort  at  this  moment,  ami  I  do  not  believe  as  a  general  proi>osition  that 
it  was  introduced  by  the  Frecdmeu's  Buican. 

Question.  You  say  you  have  heard  the  charge  made  by  democratic  newspapers,  and  I 
suppose  by  democrats  generally,  that  this  Union  League  was  estaldished  for  the  pur- 
l^ose  of  intimidating  and  threatening  the  negroes  and  preventing  thcim  li'om  voting 
the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Ansuer.  Yes,  sir,  I  said  democratic  newspapers,  because  really  that  is  about  the  only 
source  from  which  I  have  ever  got  any  such  information.  I  do  not  know  that  I  Lave 
ever  heard  it  from  a  public  speaker  or  ever  heard  the  charge  made  in  private  conver- 
sation. 

Question.  Your  ini'ormation,  I  presume,  about  the  Ku-Klux  and  the  outrages  on  which 
you  place  so  much  reliance,  comes  generally  from  the  other  side,  does  it  not  ? 

Ansxeer.  So  far  as  the  newspapers  are  concarnod  of  course  it  does,  because,  as  I  have 
already  said,  the  newspapers  on  the  other  side  defend  it,  witii  but  two  exceptions,  so 
far  as  I  know.  But  as  to  the  information  of  th(>  existence  of  the  organization  and  the 
crimes,  I  say  that  I  do  not  believe  that  any  man  in  North  Carolina,  who  has  observed 
the  course  of  events  in  that  State,  and  who  has  taki'u  the  trouble  to  familiarize  him- 
self with  the  condition  of  politics  and  society  in  the  State,  denies  it  for  one  moment. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  public  debt  of  the  State? 

Answer.  Very  large,  brought  about  by  very  reckless  and  corrupt  legislation  in  my 
opinion. 

Question.  About  how  ranch  is  it  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  about  .S:rj,000,000  or  §34,000,000. 

Question.  What  was  it  before  the  war? 

Answer.  About  $15,000,000  or  $16,000,000. 

Question.  That  is  what  is  called  the  "  ante-war  debt "  with  the  interest  accumulated  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qucadun.  How  do  you  say  this  addition  was  brought  about  ? 

Ansiccr.  I  think  by  the  corrupt  and  reckless  legislation  in  1868  and  1869. 

Question.  Was  that  the  legislature  elected  under  the  reconstruction  act  f 

Ansuxr.     Yes,  sir,  and  by  the  rejjublican  party. 

Question.  Has  the  State  received  any  benefit  at  all  from  the  additional  debt? 

Answer.  Very  little  indeed;  it  was  increased  §14,000,000  or  slo.OOO.OOO.  and  the  bonds 
were  put  in  the  hands  of  swindlers  who,  in  my  opinion,  have  swindled  the  State. 

Question.  Who  were  these  men  ;  where  did  they  come  from  ? 
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Answer.  Some  of  them  were  natives  and  some  of  them  were  known  as  carpet-baft'- 
gers.    Of  the  three  principal  persons  two  were  natives  and  one  was  a  carpet-bagger. 

Question.  What  were  their  names  ? 

Jnsivcr.  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Swepson,  and  General  Littlefield.  Of  conrse  I  am  speaking 
very  freely  and  giving  my  opinion,  founded,  I  hope,  upon  sufficieut  reason. 

Question.  Is  that  the  public  opinion  of  the  State  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  is  of  all  parties  now. 

Question.  Is  the  governor  supposed  to  be  implicated  in  the  corruption? 

Ansiver.  Well,  there  is  a  very  general  public  impression  to  that  eU'ect.  My  own  im- 
pression, if  you  want  to  know  it,  is  this  :  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  he  is  actually 
guilty  of  criniinal  complicity  in  these  frauds,  but  that  much  of  it,  however,  is  due  to 
his  imbecility  and  incapacity. 

Question.  Was  not  a  great  deal  of  the  excitement  at  the  last  election  due  to  the  fact 
of  this  corrupt  legislation  and  swindling  of  the  State  government  f 

Ansiver.  So  far  as  the  excitement  was  concerned  I  do  not  think  it  Avas.  There  was 
some  feeling  about  that,  and  there  is  much  in  the  xjolitical  revolution  that  took  place 
at  that  time  due  to  that. 

Question.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  feeling  against  the  State  government,  was  there 
not  f 

Answer.  Considerable  feeling,  but  I  do  not  think  any  lawlessness  grew  out  of  it. 

Question.  I  did  not  allude  to  that. 

Answer.  .1  think  you  said  excitement,  and  I  tbought  you  hud  some  reference  to  that. 
There  was  some  feeling. 

Question.  And  it  led,  you  think,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  defeat  of  the  radical  or 
republican  party  in  the  State? 

Ausioer.  I  think  it  led  in  a  great  measure  to  the  defeat  of  the  party;  nevertheless, 
there  are  many  localities  in  which  I  lia\e  no  idea  there  could  have  been  a  free  election, 
so  far  as  that  party  was  concerned,  even  if  there  had  been  no  excitement  growing  but 
of  those  frauds. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  the  destruction  of  proi)erty  which  has  taken  place  there  by 
lawlessness  and  violence  would  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  anything  like  the  immense 
sums  that  have  been  squandered  by  the  State  government? 

Ansiver.  Of  course  there  has  been  no  very  great  destruction  of  property,  because  the 
men  who  have  been  outraged  are  generally  men  without  property.  I  have  heard  of 
some  instances  of  white  Unionists  having  their  property  destroyed. 

Question.  The  largest  destruction  of  pro^jerty  was  of  that  owned  by  conservatives? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  burning  of  barns? 

Ansiver.  I  have  heard  of  some  instances  of  burning  of  bams. 

Question.  By  whom? 

Answer.  Alleged  to  have  been  done  by  negroes  most  generally.  Those  instances  have 
grown,  in  my  opinion,  out  of  retaliation  on  the  part  of  those  negroes  for  outrages  com- 
mitted on  them. 

Question.  Was  it  not  alleged  that  many  of  these  things  that  you  call  outrages  were 
committed  in  retaliation  for  the  destruction  of  property  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  heard  it  alleged,  but  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  foundation  for  it 
whatever,  uidess  it  may  be  in  the  county  of  Orange. 

Question.  Is  it  not  alleged  that  the  negroes  in  many  instances  insulted  or. committed 
outrages  upon  white  women  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  not  many  instances.  The  instances  have  been  very  rare,  as  far  as 
my  observation  has  gone.  So  far  as  I  have  any  reason  to  believe,  and  invariably  so  far 
as  I  know,  they  have  been  followed  by  punishment. 

Question.  In  Robeson  County  you  say  there  is  lawlessness — there  is  a  gang  there  com- 
posed, you  say,  of  mulattoes  ? 

Answer  They  are  composed  of  persons  of  Indian,  negro,  and  perhaps  white  blood. 
I  do  not  know  but  the  Indian  blood  predominates.  They  are  called  in  that  country 
mulattoes. 

Question.  You  assert  that  their  chief  rendezvous  is  SkufEletown? 

Answer.  It  is  a  country  thickly  inhabited,  eight  or  ten  miles  square,  called  Skufifletown. 

Question.  Inhabited  principally  by  negroes? 

Answer.  By  those  persons  known  as  mulattoes. 

Question.  All  of  them  sui>posed  to  sympathize  with  those  outlaws? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  all  of  them  do,  though  I  have  no  more  doubt  about 
their  having  a  large  number  of  sj^miiathizers  in  that  community  than  I  have  that  these 
Ku-Klux  marauders  and  assassins  have  sympathizers  among  what  are  termed  respect- 
able citizens,  who  have  heretofore  been  considered  respectable  men  and  now  are  con- 
sidered respectable  men  in  those  regions. 

Question,  lou  do  not  attribute  any  political  significance  to  that? 

Answer.  None  whatever ;  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  is  nothing  political 
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about  it.  They  depredate  even  upon  negroes.  They  ■will  rob  a  negro  as  quickly  aa 
they  "will  a  white  man,  and  have  done  it. 

Question.  You  have  heard  from  other  parts  of  the  State  that  the  negroes  fi'equently 
disguise  themselves  and  depredate  upon  negroes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  not. 

Question.  No  cases  of  that  kind? 

Ansicci:  The  only  case,  outside  of  the  two  instances  -which  I  have  already  mentioned 
that  occurred  in  my  district,  was  one  in  Alamance  County. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  there  are  now  four  negroes  in  prison  for  that  offense  ? 

Ansicer.  That  is  the  very  instance  I  am  referring  to  in  Alamance  County. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  liave  stated  two  instances  in  your  own  circuit,  and  one  in  Alamance 
County,  where  negroes  have  been  tried  and  convicted  for  outrages  upon  other  negroes; 
do  you  know  of  any  instances  in  the  State  in  which  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  organiza- 
tion have  been  tried  and  convicted  for  outrages  committed  by  them  ? 

Ansicer.  I  have  already  said  I  have  ne\-er  lieard  of  a  single  instance  in  all  North 
Carolina. 

Question.  What  is  your  belief  as  to  the  security  of  the  colored  people  as  a  class  in  that 
State  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  that  organization  ? 

Ansicer.  I  think  they  are  to  be  classed  with  the  wiiite  Unionists.  I  think  there  is  no 
sort  of  security  in  those  counties  where  that  organization  has  been  introduced  and  has 
fully  developed  itself. 

Question.  Are  you  satisfied  that  the  organization  exists  in  military  form,  so  that  it 
could  be  a^ssembled  for  cooperation — througliout  the  State,  for  instance"? 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  think  they  have  ever  contemplated  that — that  they  have 
ever  gone  that  far.  I  think  that  at  present  they  are  only  ]ire])ared  to  inect  in  secret 
conclave  to  decree  the  death  of  obnoxious  persons,  wlictlicr  white  or  black,  and  cause 
them  to  be  executed,  and  I  am  satisfied  it  lias  been  done  in  numerous  instances. 

Question.  You  mean  to  say  they  have  not  got  tliat  far  in  purpose? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir.  Not  so  inucli  in  purpose ;  because  I  tliink  their  purpose  goes  much 
further  than  even  that  question  contemplates.  I  mean  they  have  not  got  that  fai"  in 
organization,  in  development. 

Question.  Ilavi;  you  any  idea  of  the  number  of  the  organization  existing  in  the  State? 

Answer.  Well,  I  presunie  that  the  statement  of  somf'  of  their  members,  some  respect- 
able persons  connected  with  them  at  one  time,  is  about  correct,  that  there  is  about 
150,000  or  40,000  in  the  State. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  effect  in  several  counties  of  intimidation  on  elections;  do 
you  kuow  that  to  liave  been  the  case,  from  your  intercourse  with  the  people  there — 
that  intimidation  was  used,  or  that  it  is  now  apprehended  in  case  an  el('cti(Mi  is  held? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir.  I  know  it  is  appreliended,  rcsasonably  apprehended,  in  many 
counties.  It  depends  nnieli  upon  the  locality,  but  then  they  embrace  a  largo  number 
of  counties,  in  my  own  opinion  half  of  the  State. 

Question.  Has  that  apprehension  the  elfect  of  deterring  persons  from  attending  the 
elections  1 

Ansicer.  I  think  .so,  in  some  instances  ;  in  others  it  has  the  effect  of  causing  them  to 
vote  against  their  sentiments  and  purpose. 

Question.  What  counties  would  you  indicate  in  which  that  state  of  affairs  exists? 

Answer.  I  believe  it  exists  to  some  extent  in  Orange,  Alamance,  Caswell,  Chatham, 
Sampson,  Ilarnet,  Person,  Rockingham,  Anson,  Duplin,  Cuml)erland,  and  .Moore.  I 
might  mention  others ;  these  are  some  of  the  counties. 

Question.  From  what  you  have  said,  is  it  your  belief  that  a  concentration  of  opinion 
on  the  part  of  the  conservative  press  and  leaders  of  that  party  in  open  deuuuciatiou  of 
these  outrages  would  jtrcvent  them  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir,  I  think  so,  if  that  could  be  brought  about.  If  their  leading 
politicians  and  presses  would  unite  in  a  hona  fide  attempt  to  put  it  down,  I  believe  it 
would  be  done,  because  I  believe  it  is  entirely  political,  and  entirely  in  the  interest  of 
that  party. 

Question.  I  understand  from  the  tenor  of  your  examination,  that  you  are  decided  in 
your  condemnation  of  the  inefficiency  of  Governor  Ilolden  ? 

Ansicer.  I  am  ;  I  have  frequently  said  that  I  think  he  is  responsible.  I  could  have 
drawn  an  act  of  assembly  that  conld  have  been  passed  one  or  two  years  ago,  when  he 
had  a  two-thirds  vote  at  his  call,  which  would  have  suppressed  it,  provided  v.e  had 
had  an  honest  man  as  executive:  and  that,  too,  without  infringing  the  constitutional 
rights  of  any  man  in  the  State.  I  think  any  lawyer  who  would  take  the  trouble  to 
think  about  it  would  have  done  the  same  thing. 

By  Sir.  Blair  : 
Question.  Could  it  not  be  done  now  ? 
Ansicer.  I  think  it  could  if  these  conditions  conld  be  performed. 
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Question.  Conld  it  not  be  done  by  suppressing  all  these  secret  societies  ? 

Answer.  I  thmk  not. 

Question.  Those  that  give  the  pretext  as  well  as  those  charged  with  committing  these 
outrages  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  suppression  of  secret  societies  would  have  any  such  effect. 
In  the  first  place  I  doubt  very  much  if  it  is  practicable  to  do  it;  and  in  the  next  place, 
I  have  no  idea  that  it  would  afi'ord  any  security  to  those  persons  who  are  now  insecure. 

Qncsiion.  You  have  spoken  of  an  occurrence  in  Fayettevillc — a  man  by  the  name  of 
Railbrd,  who  was  beaten  or  injured;  you  did  not  sjieak  of  your  own  knowledge  at  all  'i 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  no  doubt  about  the  fact ;  it  is  merely  upon  information  ;  I 
did  not  see  the  man  at  all. 

Question.  You  only  heard  of  it  from  another  person,  who  failed  to  produce  the  man 
when  you  seut  for  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  that  person  was  entirely  reliable. 

Question.  Who  was  he? 

Answer.  Jlr.  Riley,  formerly  sheriff  of  the  county,  a  truthful  man  and  entirely  relia- 
ble.    Mr.  Blocker  and  Mr.  Guthrie,  a  member  of  the  bar,  also  told  me  about  it. 

Question.  Did  anybody  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  holding  of  your  court  in  Fay- 
ette ville  ? 

A7iswer.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  lu  auy  other  county? 

Answer.  Not  at  all,  nor  has  there  ever  been  such  an  attempt  in  North  Carolina,  and  I 
do  not  suppose  there  ever  will  be  from  the  present  condition  of  things.  I  have  heard 
of  no  instance  of  resistance  to  i>rocess — that  is  to  say,  opculy.  The  operations  are  car- 
ried on  altogether  on  a  different  programme. 

Question.  Secret  ? 

Aiiswer.  Secret :  usurping  jiu-ies  and  grand  juries,  and  controlling  the  remedies  and 
administration  of  justice  by  that  means.  It  is  not  necessaiy  for  a  man  to  resist  a  pro- 
cess that  carries  him  before  a  magistrate  who  will  be  certain  to  discharge  him,  or  be- 
fore a  court  that  will  be  certain  to  acquit  him. 

Question.  The  court,  as  I  understand,  over  which  you  preside,  is  generally  presided 
over  by  repnl>lieans? 

Answer.  Yes ;  but  issues  of  fact  are  generally  submitted  to  the  juries. 

Question.  The  juries  are  summoned  by  the  sheriffs? 

Anstver.  They  are  summoned  indiscriminately'  there  by  law.  As  a  general  rule,  of 
course,  negroes  arc  not  competent  to  sit  on  juries,  and  their  names  are  not  put  on  the 
list — ought  not  to  be  in  many  instances — aud  Union  whites,  in  those  counties  where 
difficulties  occur,  are  largely  in  the  minoritj'. 

Question.  You  say  negroes  are  incompetent  to  sit  on  a  jury? 

Answer.  A  very  large  number  of  them  are. 

Question.  You  do  not  mean  incompetent  by  law  ? 

Ansiver.  O  no,  I  do  not  mean  that  there  is  any  distinction  on  account  of  color  made 
by  law ;  but  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  negroes  have  not  sufficient  intolligence  aud 
character  to  niake  good  jurors ;  and  so,  I  say,  therg  are  a  considerable  number  of 
whites — of  course  a  larger  x)roportion  of  negroes  than  whites.  Under  our  act  of  assem- 
bly the  board  of  county  commissioners  are  the  sole  judges.  They  are  compelled  to 
revise  the  jury  list,  and  all  that  are  deemed  incompetent  are  stricken  out. 

Question.  How  are  those  commissioners  appointed? 

Answer.  Elected  by  the  people. 

Question.  What  is  the  county  in  which  Fayettevillc  is  situated? 

Answer.  Cumberland. 

Question.  Is  that  county  reiiublicau  or  democratic? 

Answer.  Democratic. 

Question.  In  what  i^art  of  the  State  did  you  live  previously  to  your  residing  in  Wil- 
mington ? 

Answer.  I  was  born  in  Brunswick  County,  just  over  the  river  from  Wilmington,  on 
the  south  side  of  Cape  Fear  River. 

Question.  You  have  always  lived  in  that  region  of  the  country  ? 

Ansiver.  Alvv'ays,  myself  and  family.  I  own  property  in  all  three  counties,  Brunswick, 
New  Hanover,  and  Onslow. 

Washingtox,  D.  C,  February  14,  1871. 
George  W.  Log.vn  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  In  what  part  of  North  Carolina  do  you  live? 
Answer.  In  Rutherfordton,  Rutherford  County. 
Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  State  ? 
Answer.  I  was  born  in  the  county  in  which  I  live. 
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Queslion.  "What  public  positions  have  you  occupied  ? 

Answer.  I  have  beeu  in  military  and  civil  life.  I  vras  first  captain  of  the  militia  and 
afterwards  a  brigadier  general.  I  was  clerk  and  master  in  equity  ;  clerk  of  the  county 
court  for  about  nine  years.  I  was  a  member  of  the  convention  of  1865,  a  member  of  the 
legislature  of  18G6-'(37,  and  was  a  member  of  the  confederate  congress  daring  its  last 
two  sessions. 

Question.  Are  you  now  a  judge  on  the  bench? 

Answer.  Yes;  of  the  ninth  judicial  distnct. 

Question.  Give  us  the  n£imes  of  the  counties  that  your  district  embraces. 

Ansiver.  Polk,  Rutherford,  Cleveland,  Lincoln,  Gaston,  Mecklenburg,  and  Cabarras. 

Question.  Please  go  on  and  state  as  connectedly  as  you  can  the  state  of  security  of 
person  aud  property  in  that  district. 

Answer.  In  the  county  of  Polk  I  do  not  recollect  of  any  outrages  or  difficulties  occur- 
ring: the  law,  I  think,  is  executed  there  generally  ;  in  other  words,  olieuders  are  appre- 
hended aud  punished,  as  a  general  rule.  In  the  county  of  Rvitherford  there  has  been 
no  resistance  to  the  execution  of  the  law;  when  a  precept  has  been  issued  the  otHcers 
of  the  law  have  been  able  to  execute  it.  There  have  beeu  a  few  disturbances  in  the 
county  by  what  is  generally  known  as  the  Ku-Klux.  The  first  persons  I  had  arrested 
myself,  an  investigation  was  had  before  me,  aiul  I  bound  them  over  to  court ;  a  bill  was 
sent  before  the  grand  jury,  and  a  true  bill  was  found.  The  trial  has  not  taken  place  ; 
it  was  postponed  in  the  regular  proceedings  of  court.  It  was  understood  from  the  evi- 
dence that  tlie  men  accused  had  been  out  on  two  occasions.  They  went  to  the  houses 
of  various  jiersons,  whip[ied  a  negro  woman  severely;  also  whii>i)ed  a  wldte  man  and 
a  negro  man.  This  is  from  the  evidence  that  was  adduced  before  me,  u\nm  which  I 
bound  them  over.  Since  that  time,  in  the  county  of  Rutherford,  about  three  weeks 
ago,  a  white  woman  was  whipped.  The  information  that  I  had  about  it  was  that  it 
was  doue  by  men  disguised.  In  the  county  of  Rutherford,  my  ojdniou  is  that" a  fair 
trial  could  be  had ;  tliat  is,  if  the  evidence  were  sufficient  to  convict  any  one  of  any 
offense.     These  are  the  only  instances  that  happened  in  the  county  of  Rutherford. 

Question.  Were  the  outrages  inflicted  by  persons  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  all  of  tbem.  The  persons  that  I  had  arrested  appeared  before  me, 
and  the  proof  was  that  they  were  disgiused. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  did  they  whip  these  people  for;  on  what  pretense  ? 

.'Inswer.  We'll,  the  pretense  for  the  whipping  of  the  negro  woman  was  that  she  had 
talked  saucily  to  a  white  woman  ;  the  pretense  for  whip]»nig  the  negro  man  was  that 
he  had  made  a  contract  with  a  Avhite  man  and  had  not  paid  him  wliat  he  owed  him; 
tlie  ])retense  for  whipping  the  white  man  was  that  he  had  heard  some  tales  about  the 
Ku-Klux  and  told  them. 

By  the  CiiAiR^f ax  : 

Question.  Go  on  with  the  rest  of  your  statement. 

Answer.  In  the  county  of  Cleveland  I  have  not  taken  any  minutes  of  any  such  occur- 
rences ;  but  there  have  been  a  ifinnber  committed  in  tliat  county  duriug  the  last  twelve 
or  eighteen  months.     Tlie  last  one  was  about  three  weeks  ago.  , 

Question.   What  has  been  the  character  of  those  occurrences  ? 

Answer.  Tiie  character  is  from  whipping  to  killing,  or  murder. 

Question.  Have  any  of  those  cases  l)ecn  investigated  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  have  beeu  attempts  made  to  investigate  them,  but  it  can't  bo 
done. 

Question.  For  what  reason  ? 

Answer.  T\\o  reason  is,  the  fear  that  if  a  person  reveals  what  he  knows  about  them, 
or  if  any  person  tries  them,  he  is  in  danger  ol'his  life.  I  liave  conversed  with  diflerent 
persons — indei-d,  they  have  come  to  uu-  for  advice,  to  know  what  to  do — and  they  have 
universally  told  me  that  they  were  afraid  to  say  anytliing,  lest  they  might  receive 
violence,  perhaps,  as  soon  as  it  was  found  out  that  they  had  told  what  they  knew,  or 
"what  had  happened. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  "to  be  the  state  of  feeling  existing  in  that  county? 

Answer.  No  doubt  of  it.  I  have  conversed  with  respectable  men — men  of  'ligh  char- 
acter. 1  left  home  last  Monday  weeli ;  I  saw  dilVenmt  men  on  the  road,  as  respectable 
as  any  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina — nu'U  who  had  heretofore  I»een  bold  and  i'earless 
about  telling  to  any  one  what  they  believed  to  be  the  case,  but  who  have  now  become 
fearful,  and  have  stopped  talking.  As  to  Cleveland  County,  they  do  not  resist  arrest. 
The  slieritV  can  arrest  when  processes  are  issued;  but  as  to  making  any  f;iir,  bona  fide 
investigation  of  what  really  was  the  case,  it  cannot  be  done.  Persons  have  stated  to 
me  ami  tn  tlie  solicitor,  so  I  have  been  informed  by  him,  that  those  otfei:ses  have  been 
comnutted,  and  the  persons  positively  identitied,  btit  there  is  no  such  thing  as  finding 
a  true  bill  against  them.  That  is  the  case  in  the  county  of  Gastoi^  also.  There  have 
been  efforts  made  more  than  ouce  to  get  bills  of  indictment  found  in  the  counties  of 
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Clevelaud  au<l  Gaston,  but  they  have  failed.  lu  the  county  of  Cleveland  thej^  arc  rep- 
resented to  be  disguised  persoUvS,  con.siderable  in  number.  The  voting  j)opulatiou 
there  is  something  like  "2,000  or  2,200.  I  have  frequently  heard  it  remarked  that  there 
were  from  ^00  to  1,000  of  those  parties  calling  themselves  Ku-Klux.  It  is  notorious  in 
that  county  that  they  disguise  themselves  and  ride  about  to  people'#liouses,  inviting 
them  out  to  see  the  Ku-Klus,  in  companies  of  from  25  to  200  or  300.  I  have  that  from 
ladies  aud  gentlemen  of  respectability.  In  Shelby,  the  county  seat,  on  one  occasion,  I 
have  been  informed  by  respectable  men  that  they  saw  in  the  street  at  one  time  from 
200  to  300  disguised  persons.  In  the  county  of  Cleveland  there  was  a  man  whipped,  of 
very  respectable  character,  a  man  of  business,  and  at  one  time  a  raau  of  Avcalth,  by  the 
name  of  Gates.  I  have  talked  with  the  solicitor,  Mr.  I5ynum,  about  that  case  particu- 
larly. I  asked  him  why  Gates  did  not  do  something  aljout  it.  He  told  me  that  Gates 
said  he  knew  some  of  the  members,  biit  was  afraid  to  tell.  In  Lincoln  County  there 
have  been  various  otfeuses  committed  of  the  same  nature  and  by  the  same  class  of 
persons.  In  Gaston  County,  also,  a  great  many  have  been  committed.  But  few,  I 
think,  have  been  committed  in  Mecklenburg  and  Cabarras  Counties. 

Question.  Does  that  comiilete  what  you  wish  to  sav  in  a  general  way  about  youf  dis- 
trict? 

Answer.  I  believe  so.  I  have  no  idea  that  in  the  counties  of  Cleveland  and  Gaston 
any  such  thing  as  a  fair  trial  could  be  had;  I  have  some  doubt  about  Lincoln  County. 
Nor  have  I  any  idea  that  persons  who  are  guilty  could,  under  any  investigation,  be 
found  guilty.  One  reason  is  the  fear  of  persons  telling  of  them  ;  and  another  is,  I  am 
fully  satistied,  that  men  swear  in  their  favor  and  trj-  to  prove  an  alibi. 

•  Question.  In  any  county  where  the  organization  exists  to  anj'  extent,  is  it  your  belief 
that  the  presence  of  any  members  of  the  organization  on  the  jury  would  prevent  a  con- 
viction ? 

Answer.  No  doubt  of  it;  on  the  grand  juiy  they  would  prevent  the  finding  of  bills. 

Quesiion.  As  a  presiding  judge,  is  it  your  belief  that  where  a  case  involves  the  politi- 
cal feeling  which  arises  out  of  this  organization,  justice  can  be  secunily  and  safely  ad- 
iuinistere(l,  as  a  general  rule,  in  the  counties  where  these  organizations  exist? 

Answer.  It  cannot. 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  organizations  of  any  other  character  existing  in  that 
district,  or  in  the  State,  within  your  knowledge,  which,  either  in  their  purposes  or  oper- 
ations, interfere  with  the  security  of  person  and  property,  or  with  the  administration 
of  justice? 

Ansicer.  None  that  I  know  of  or  have  ever  heard  of. 

Question.  In  those  regions  where  those  organization  exist  are  men  free,  in  yptir  belief, 
to  speak  of  its  operations,  aud  to  speak  their  political  opinions  in  opposition  to  the 
organizations? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  As  I  remarked  in  the  outset,  as  I  came  from  home,  I  saw  several 
respectable  gentlemen,  and  talked  with  them,  who  had  been  bold  and  rather  fearless 
heretofore,  but  they  had  now  become  alarmed  and  would  not  talk.    It  is  getting  worse. 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  their  talking  about  the  organization  itself,  or  to  the  ex- 
pression of  their  political  views  ? 

Answer.  Both;  in  talking  about  the  oi-ganization  Vnd  the  course  that  its  members 
pursue;  in  speaking  of  any  one  belonging  to  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  for  instance, 
and  of  their  going  out  and  whipping  people,  or  passing  censure  on  any  one  connected 
with  any  such  order. 

Question.  Have  the  operations  of  the  organization  in  your  district,  and  the  comments 
that  have  been  made  upon  them,  assumed  a  partisan  aspect  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  it  has  always  been  partisan. 

Question.  In  what  form  does  it  manifest  itself? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  republicans  among  us  are  the  persojis  im])osed  upon  by  what 
we  term  conservatives. 

Question.  As  a  rule,  are  the  iDersons  who  have  been  whipped  or  killed  members  ol 
that  party  ? 

Ansiuer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  instance  of  whipping  or  mui'der  but  what  the  victim 
has  been  a  republican. , 

Question.  What  is  the  tone  of  the  press  and  of  the  leading  men  in  the  respective 
political  parties  with  reference  to  these  outrages  ? 

Answer.  As  I  understand  it,  the  republicans  are  opposed  to  them,  while  the  conserva- 
tives say  but  very  little  about  them,  or  very  often  say,  "  Well,  if  such  a  one  is  whipped, 
he  deserved  it ;"  they  rather  sympathize  with  the  outrage.  A  few  of  the  conserva- 
tives I  have  heard  say  it  is  wrong. 

Question.  The  purpose  of  our  inquiry  is  to  elicit  the  true  state  of  things  as  they  bear 
on  the  security  of  persons  and  property  in  the  State,  and  any  information  you  have 
bearing  on  that  question,  either  in  your  district  or  State  at  large,  you  may  give  to  us. 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  what  more  I  could  say  on  this  subject.  I  am  satisfied  in  my 
own  mind  that  in  these  counties  I  have  mentioned  person  ami  x^roperty  are  not  safe,  and 
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justice  cannot  be  administered.    I  have  been,  I  think,  a  close  observer  of  all  these 
things  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  at  least  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  be. 

BylSIr.  Blair: 

Question.  Are  ^ou  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  say  you  were  in  the  confederate  congress  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was. 

Question.  Are  your  disabilities  removed  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  serve  during  the  war  in  the  army? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Questio)}^  On  either  side  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  an  organization  in  your  State  called  the  Loyal 
League  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  I  do. 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  once. 

Question.  When  was  it  first  organized  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  When  was  it  first  organized  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  when  it  was  first  organized  in  the  State. 

Question.  Was  it  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  wlien  it  started. 

Question.  Wlien  did  yon  Join  it? 

Answer.  In  181J7  or  18G3;  I  do  not  recollect  the  date  exactly. 

Question.  Had  it  existed  previously  for  any  length  of  time  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  it? 

Ansiver.  As  I  understood,  the  object  was  to  preserve  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  tlie  Union. 

Question.  Was  it  a  political  organization  as  far  as  the  division  of  parties  in  your 
State  was  concerned  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  it  to  bo  political  for  that  purpose.  Those  who  joined  it  did  it 
for  the  piirpose  of  saving  the  Union. 

Question.  Was  not  the  Union  pretty  nearly  saved  before  the  Loyal  League  was  formed  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  liad  my  opinion  about  that,  and  I  have  it  now.  I  hav«i  always  been 
a  Union  man.  I  thought  there  were  men  who  tried  to  destroy  it  in  18G0,  and  I  think 
80  now. 

Question.  Did  you  do  anything  to  help  preserve  it  in  1860  ? 

Answer.  I  did  all  I  (;ould. 

Question.  Wliat  w;is  it ;  going  to  the  confederate  congress? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  In  the  confederate  congress  I  did  what  I  cAuld  to  compromise, 
make  peace,  and  restore  the  Union,  and  every  vote  taken  on  that  subject  I  gave  in 
that  direction. 

Question.  Was  it  not  tinderstood  that  this  Union  League  was  an  oi-ganization  in  the 
interest  of  the  republican  party  ? 

Ansiver.  I  understood  it  to  be  a  political  organization  with  a  view  to  the  restoration 
of  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  to  jireserve  the  Union,  and  to  try  to  get  everybody 
entertaining  those  principles  into  it. 

Question.  You  did  not  answer  my  question.  My  question  was  whether  this  league 
■was  understood  to  be  in  the  iutercistof  the  republican  party? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  ;  that  the  Union  League  men,  as  we  term  them, 
were  republicans. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  instance  in  which  this  organization  exerted  its 
power  or  authority  to  intimidate  negroes  and  prevent  them  from  voting  the  demo- 
cratic ticket  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  in  my  county. 
Question.  Or  in  any  other  part  of  the  State? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  as  it  is  called,  was  formed 
subsequently  to  the  Union  League? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  when  either  of  them  was  formed.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  the  origin  of  either. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  it  professes  to  be  an  organization  to  antagonize  the  polit- 
ical or  partisan  organization  known  as  the  Union  League  ? 

Ansiver.  I  know  that  that  was  said  Ijy  con.servatives  to  be  the  i)urpose  of  the  Ku- 
Klux  organization — antagonistic  to  the  Union  League. 
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Qtiesfion.  In  that  way  it  was  formed  subsequently,  was  it  not,  if  it  was  formed  for 
that  purpose  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  tells  the  time  when  it  was  organized.  That  is 
what  I  understand  now  what  was  said  to  be  the  case  by  those  men.  They  say  it  was 
formed  antajijonistically  to  the  league.  *■ 

Question.  The  league^  I  understand,  is  a  secret  oath-bound  society  ? 

Answer.  Well,  we" did  not  always  have  secrecy  with  us.  I  suppose  it  was  in  some 
places. 

Question.  Did  they  not  take  an  oath  upon  joining  it? 

Ansicer.  I  think  they  did. 

Question.  Was  not  that  oath  to  keep  secret  certain  portions  of  its  transactions? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  princiiial  issue  between  the  two  parties  in  the  last  election 
in  North  Carolina  ? 

Ansivei:  There  were  different  issues  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

Question.  Was  there  any  issue  made  on  the  vast  increase  of  indebtedness  which  had 
been  placed  on  the  State  since  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  main  issues  were  two.  One  was  opposition  to  the  constitution 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  as  it  now  stands. 

Question.  What  features  of  the  constitution  1 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  one  candidate  would  take  one  ground  and  another  another,  cover- 
ing almost  tiie  whole. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  iDolitical  excitement  in  the  State  at  the  last 
election  in  reference  to  the  enormous  public  debt  ? 

Answer.  I  was  going  on  to  state  that  that  was  not  really  an  issue,  because  the  man- 
agement and  control  of  the  appropriations  made  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  the 
railroads  two  years  ago  was  exi)osed  b^' both  parties,  not  enthely  by  the  republican,  but 
by  a  large  number  of  the  republican  party,  as  well  as  by  the  conseiwatives.  There 
were  frauds  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  certain  men  appointed  to  hold  these 
funds.  A  large  portion,  and  I  think  a  majority,  of  the  re])ublican  party  connuenced 
exposing  them  at  first,  at  least  as  soon  as  any  one  did.  The  conservative  party,  I 
think,  as  a  wliole,  made  that  one  of  the  main  points  in  the  campaign.  Most  of  the 
western  part  of  the  State  did  the  same  thing,  and  a  portion  of  the  southeastern.  In  the 
central  portion  of  North  Carolina  the  republicans  did  not  have  so  much  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  They  rather  defended  it  and  sustained  the  administration,  did  they  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  but  I  know  that,  in  the  southwestern  portion, 
from  the  Cape  Fear  region  to  the  Cherokee  region,  the  republicans  were  ventilatiiig 
these  frauds  as  much  as  they  could,  so  that  that  could  not  reallj'  be  said  to  Ije  a  i)arty 
issue.    My  opinion  is,  that  the  majority  of  the  republicans  were  trying  to  expos^"  them. 

Question.  Did  they  not  sustain  the  men  generally  who  had  committed  these  frauds  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  not  sustain  Governor  Holden  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  were  open,  bold,  and  outspoken  against  him  for  the  last  twelve 
months.     I  mean  all  along  that  line. 

Question.  Was  it  the  belief  that  he  was  in  complicity  with  these  men  or  persons  who 
Ijcrpetrated  the  frauds  ? 

Answa:  Well,  I  have  not  heard  much  about  that ;  I  cannot  state  any  general  opinion. 

Question.  Could  they  have  been  committed  without  his  connivance? 

Ansiva\  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  indebtedness  that  was  placed  on  the  State  by 
means  of  these  advances  to  the  different  railroads  ? 

Anstcer.  I  can  only  approximate  to  the  amount.  There  was  some  $12,000,000  or 
$14,000,000  a])propriated ;  that  is  called  the  new  debt. 

Question.  Was  the  whole  or  greater  part  of  it  squandered  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  much  has  been  squandered. 

Question.  Has  the  State  derived  any  benefit  from  it  at  all  ? 

Atisiver.  Well,  very  little  that  I  know  of 

Question.  State  whether  in  your  opinion  all  the  outrages  against  jiroperty  that  have 
occurred  in  North  Carolina  put  together  have  destroyed  an  amount  of  projierty  equal 
in  the  aggregate  to  that  which  has  been  taken  from  th(!  people  of  the  State"  by  the 
action  of  the  legislature  and  governor,  in  squandering  these  great  appropriations 
which  have  been  made  to  the  railroads  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  form  anything  like  a  correct  opinion 
about  that. 

Question,  "\\niat  amount  of  property  in  value  do  you  sui)X)ose  has  been  destroyed  in 
your  own  judicial  district  by  these  outrages  ? 

Answer.  The  amount  I  think  has  not  been  very  large. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  that  the  negroes  have  been  in  the  habit  of  burning 
the  barns  of  white  people,  and  destroying  their  property  in  North  Carolina? 

Ansiver.  I  have  heard  that  said. 
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Question.  It  is  not  your  belief  that  they  have  done  so  ? 

Ansivei:  I  think  there  have  been  instances  of  the  kind.  That  is  my  opinion  from  in- 
formation. 

Question.  I  do  not  understand  you  to  say  that  you  know  anything  of  your  own  per- 
sonal knowledge  as  to  the  outrages  of  which  you  speak  in  Cleveland  and  Gaston 
counties? 

Ansu-er.  Personally  I  do  not.     That  is,  I  never  have  seen  any.  • 

Question.  It  is  only  from  hearsay  ? 

Answer.  It  is  fi'om  information  which  I  stated  was  given  by  respectable  persons,  and 
from  examinations  that  were  made  before  myself. 

Question.  That  was  confined,  I  believe,  to  Rutherford  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnesiion.  There  is  no  pretense,  at  least  I  gathered  so  from  your  answer  to  my  question 
at  the  time,  that  there  was  anything  political  iu  the  outrages  you  allege  to  have  been 
committed  in  your  own  county  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  said  to  be  political — that  these  persons  were  wbipped  on 
account  of  their  political  principles. 

Question.  I  think  you  said  they  were  whipped,  iu  answer  to  my  question,  for  other 
reasous  ?  » 

Answer.  You  asked  me  what  was  said  by  the  defendants  ;  what  was  the  excuse  made 
by  them ;  but  on  the  evidence  on  the  side  of  the  i)rosecutiou  it  was  for  x)olitical 
opinion. 

By  the  Ciiaiiimax  : 

Question.  Were  these  persons  upon  whom  these  outrages  were  inflicted,  persons  gen- 
erally in  poor  or  moderate  circumstances  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Would  the  amount  of  property  destroyed  then  give  any  adequate  idea  of 
the  number  of  outrages  that  had  been  perpetrated  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Whatever  feeling  was  elicited  by  the  financial  embarrassment  of  the  State 
consequent  upon  the  legislation,  did  it  lead  to  any  disturbances  attecting  persons  and 
property  in  the  State  ? 

Ansu-er.  No,  sii-;  that  seemed  to  be,  like  other  political  questions,  a  matter  of  dif- 
ference of  opinion  among  them.  I  wish  to  say,  in  reference  to  masks  or  disguises,  that, 
though  I  have  not  seen  any  iu  my  own  district,  I  did  see  one  iu  Raleigh  before  I  left. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  15,  1871. 
George  Laws  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  do  you  live  ? 

Ansu-er.  In  Hillsboro,  Orange  County. 

Question.  IIow  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer.  I  was  boru  iu  that  county,  and  I  have  been  living  in  the  town  of  Hillsboro 
now  about  fifty-seven  years. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  am  clerk  of  the  superior  court  of  that  district,  and  judge  of  jirobate. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  tilled  any  other  otlieial  positions  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  clerk  of  the  county  court,  aud  also  deputy  sheriff.  I  have  been 
in  office  about  forty-two  years;  and  for  the  last  eighteen  years,  come  next  August,  I 
have  been  clerk  of  one  court  or  the  other. 

Question.  What  opportunities  have  you  h.ad  for  knowing  the  state  of  security  of  per- 
son and  property  in  the  county  of  Orange  for  the  last  few  years?  Give  us  j'our  means 
of  knowledge,  and  what  is  the  condition  of  things  existing  there. 

Answer.  I  think  I  can  state  it.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  confusion  there  at  th«itime 
of  the  surrender  in  1^{m.  The  colored  po])ulati(m,  as  they  are  termed,  were  thrown 
upon  us-,  and  they  were  not  disposed  to  work  at  that  time.  The  consequence  was  that 
they  had  no  way  of  making  a  living,  and  had  to  resort  to  theft.  There  w.is  a  jjreat 
deal  of  trouble  in  that  way.  We  had  no  courts  open,  and  tlie  magistrates  ot  the 
county,  who  were  appointed  by  the  provisional  governor,  diew  up  a  petitior  and  I 
was  tii(^  bearer  of  it  myself  to  (lovernor  Ilolden,  to  give  us  a  jury  court  twice  a  year, 
but  he  refused  to  grant  us  the  petition.  The  negroes  got  up  what  we  called  leagues 
in  our  county.  I  know  nothing  about  them  myself.  TIjey  were  societies.  I  do  not 
know  whether  they  were  secret  or  not.  They  were  known  as  leaguers.  I  do  not  sni>- 
pose  there  Avas  much  secrecy  about  them.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  depredation  com- 
mitted tlirough  the  country,  and  there  was  no  law  to  protect  the  citizens.  Then  it  is 
reported  (1  know  nothing  of  it  except  from  report,  and  I  am  glad  I  kiiow  nothing 
about  it)  that  another  orgauization,  known  as  the  Ku-Klux,  was  got  up  to  operate 
against  the  league  societies.     Some  people  deny  their  being  Ku-Klux,  but  I  think  that 
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"where  there  was  so  much  smoke  there  must  have  beeu  some  fire.  There  is  noue  in 
existeuce  there  now,  aud  I  do  not  thinlc  there  has  been  any  for  the  last  eighteen 
months.  Things  got  better  after  a  while.  The  reason  why  1  can  speak  positively 
about  an  organization  of  that  kind  is  that  in  August,  1868,  a  company  came  to  our 
town,  forced  open  the  jail,  aud  took  out  two  negroes.  One  of  them  got  shot  some 
way — accidentally,  as  I  learned — and  he  died  twelve  or  fourteen  days  afterward.  The 
other  negro  was  tried  regularly,  aud  cleared.  The  transaction  that  it  grew  out  of  wa3 
this :  A  luau  by  the  name  of  Joues  had  a  freedmau,  a  colored  man,  living  on  his  land. 
He  could  not  get  clear  of  him,  and  he  resorted  to  the  law,  got  out  his  process,  aud  put 
it  in  the  hands  of  an  officer.  He  got  what  we  call  there  a  writ  of  iiossession,  turned 
the  man  out,  and  put  his  things  in  the  road.  There  were  William  M.  .Jones,  .James  F. 
Minor,  the  officer,  and  Jesse  W.  Morrow,  who  was  sinumoued  to  go  with  the  officer 
and  assist  him.  The  evidence  came  out  in  my  court  (that  is  the  way  I  got  hold  of  it) 
that  this  colored  man,  Jeff  Morrow,  was  determined  to  have  satisfaction,  but  inteudeil 
to  delay  it  uutil  after  liarvest.  After  these  three  men  had  got  their  wheat  all  cut  and 
housed  in  their  barns  they  were  all  set  on  tire  and  in  a  light  blaze  at  one  time  ;  you 
could  staud  aud  see  them  all  burning  at  once. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  The  barns  of  the  three  men  who  had  executed  the  lawful  process  of  tho 
court  ? 

Aiisicer.  Yes,  sir.    . 

Question.  Their  barns  were  set  on  fire  after  they  had  executed  the  process  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  aud  this  company  or  organization,  whatever  it  was,  arrested  the 
two  negroes,  who  were  taken  out  of  the  jail,  aud  some  others,  who  were  hung.  It 
leaked  out  just  before  the  boy  was  tried.  It  was  in  Orange,  just  on  the  line  where 
Chatham,  Orange,  aud  Alamance  join. 

By  the  Cilvirjian  : 

Question.  Were  those  negroes  who  were  taken  out  of  the  jail  suspected  of  bciuii-  the 
X>arties  who  burned  the  barns?  '^ 

Answei:  Yes,  sir,  I  understand  there  was  a  paper  pinned  on  the  backs  of  tho.sc  that 
were  hung,  alleging  that  they  were  hung  for  burning  these  barns.  The  other  boy  was 
tried  andacquitted.  Anothernegro  was  hung  in  Orange  Comity,  in  ancrtliwest  direction 
from  Hillsboro.  The  allegation  for  that  was  that  he  was  a  great  terror  to  white  ladies  and 
impudent  to  them.  And  he  was  taken  out  of  a  house  from  with  one.  Another  was 
hung  about  eleven  miles  fi-om  Hillsboro,  for  making  a  bad  proposition  to  a  very 
respectable  young  lady.  He  Avas  too  near  a  house  to  accomidish  his  i)nrpose  at  that 
time ;  but  he  told  her  that  she  might  inake  nj)  her  mind  that  he  intended  to  have  it 
aud  then  he  would  leave.  I  suppose  she  told  some  of  the  youug  men  there,  aud  they 
were  aroused  and  hung  him.  I  believe  those  are  all  the  depreilations  or  crimes  com- 
mitted in  my  countJ^  There  was  some  little  scourging  through  the  ueiglil)orhood 
(but  that  was  a  neighborhood  transdctiou)  by  the-  boys,  aud  by  some  of  the  negroes,  too. 
Some  paupers  of  our  iioor-honse,  about  live  miles  from  town,  were  whipped,  a'  col- 
ored woman  was  whipped.  I  saw  her,  aud  heard  lier  give  her  evidence.  She  said  she 
knew  one  of  the  men  to  be  a  colored  man,  but  she  did  not  kuow  the  others. 

Qucsiion.  Where  negroes  are  aiTested  for  ollenses  of  this  kind  committed  by  them,  is 
there  any  dilliculty  in  having  them  convicted,  upon  proper  trial  and  testimony,  in  the 
courts  '? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  think  none  in  the  world.  I  think  we  have  as  fair-minded  men 
there  as  there  are  in  the  world. 

Question.  What,  then,  is  the  justification  for  proceeding  to  punish  them  without  law? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  was  just  hot-headed  work.  The  outrages  were  so  notorious  that 
they  thought  they  wottld  put  them  down,  I  sttppose.  In  fact,  our  laws  will  not  punish 
by  whipping  or  death  anything  except  murder,  I  believe.  As  to  the  penitentiary,  well, 
our  governor  pardoned  some  of  them  before  they  got  inside  the  gate. 

Question.  Have  you  stated  all  the  instances  of  outrages  that  you  kuow  of? 

Answer.  All  of  any  importance  that  I  know  of.  As  to  the  organization,  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  about  Hillsboro  now.  I  uever  saw  one  in  disguise.  There  were  said 
to  be  some  at  Chapel  Hill.    They  were  arrested  and  carried  before  a  magistrate. 

Question.  Were  those  persons  in  disguise  who  inflicted  these  injuries  you  have 
spoken  of? 

Answer.  I  understood  they  were ;  I  suppose  so ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  your  belief  of  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klnx  organiza- 
tion.   Were  these  wrongs  done  by  that  organization  ? 

Answer.  That  is  only  a  supposition  of  mine. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  so  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so  ;  that  is  my  notion. 

Question.  Have  any  of  them  been  arrested  and  tried  ? 

Answer.  Three  were  arrested. 
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Question.  What  became  of  them? 

Ansivei:  They  were  clischaraced ;  that  is  what  I  was  coming  to  just  now.  Ajusti. 
of  the  peace  by  the  name  of  Watts  had  thi-ee  arrested  at  Chapel  Hill.  They  went  to 
Chapel  Hill ;  did  no  mischief  there  ;  just  rode  through  the  town  and  scared  the  people 
there  a  little.  Some  of  the  citizens  thought  they  kuew  some  of  them,  aud  had  them 
arrested.  A  United  States  officer  was  present  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  aud  he  was  sat- 
isfied that  there  was  no  evidence  to  couvict  them  attall. 

Question.  The  witnesses  failed  to  identify  them  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  a  murder  which  I  have  not  spoken  of;  that  was  doue 
by  a  negro,  though.  The  murder  was  committed  in  Hillsboro,  last  Christmas  night 
was  a  year.  They  murdered  a  white  man  by  the  name  of  Blalock.  Three  negroes 
were  arrested  for  the  murder;  one  by  the  name  of  Bob  Guuu,  one  by  the  name  of  Tom 
Young,  and  one  by  the  name  of  Heury  Ludlow.  Ludlow  proved  an  alibi,  aud  got 
clear ;  the  other  two  were  hung. 

Question.  That  was  a  case  of  negroes  murdei'ing  a  white  man. 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  They  could  not  complain,  for  there  were  seven  negroes  on  the 
jury,  and  only  five  white  men,  when  they  were  tried. 

Question.  Were  the  parties  in  disguise  who  committed  that  murder? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  imagine  not.  It  was  iu  the  dead  of  night;  about  one  o'clock  at 
night,  when  it  was  raining. 

Question.  You  have  giveu  three  instances  in  which  negi'oes  were  hung  in  your  county 
by  white  men  iu  disguise;  have  any  of  the  disguised  men  who  committed  those  mur- 
ders been  arrested  and  tried  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  about  it, 
but  they  did  not  know  who  to  arrest.  A  great  many  good  citizens  there  were  desirous 
of  ferreting  it  out. 

Question.  What  is  the  political  majority  in  Orange  Couuty,  democratic  or  republican? 

Answer.  It  is  democratic. 

By  Mr.  Baymsd  : 

Quesilo)!.  Was  it  so  two  years  ago? 

Ansiccr.  Two  years  ago  it  was  about  400  democratic.  At  this  last  election  I  think 
the  democratic  majority  was  about  700. 

By  the  CnAiRM.vx : 

Question.  Were  you  elected  by  the  democratic  party  to  the  office  which  you  hold  ? 

Answer.  I  was  elected  iu  1868  by  the  votes  of  all  parties.  I  beat  my  oxjpouent  by 
1,.">00  votes. 

Question.  With  what  political  party  are  you  identified  ? 

Answer.  I  am  -.i  conservative.     They  called  me  a  Union  man  during  the  war. 

Question.  To  which  party  do  the  couuty  commissioners  aud  the  sherill"  of  Orange 
County  lielong  ? 

Answer.  The  sheriff,  up  to  16G3,  was  a  I'epublicau. 

Question.  What  is  he  now? 

Answer.  He  is  a  republican  now;  but  wo  have  not  the  same  sheriff  now;  we  elected 
another  sherifi". 

Question.  What  is  the  present  sheriff? 

Answer.  He  is  a  conservative;  just  gone  into  the  office. 

Question.  You  say  that  many  of  the  persons  who  committed  the  offenses  of  hanging 
the  three  ucgroes  were  arrested.  You  have  stated  your  belief  iu  the  existence  of  tho 
Ku-Klnx  organization.  Is  it  your  belief  that  the  members  of  that  organization  protect 
and  defend  each  other  against  charges  for  any  of  these  crimes? 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea  in  the  world  what  their  rules  were. 

Question.  You  have  no  opinion  about  it  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  .sir;  I  have  not ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Have  you  read  tin;  testimony  taken  before  the  judges  when  these  men 
were  arrested  in  Orange  and  Alamance  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  read  it. 

Question.  As  an  officer  of  the  court  in  Orange  County,  have  you  had  communication 
with  the  people  of  the  county  on  the  subject  of  these  outrages? 

An.swcr.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  every  man  iu  the  county.  They  have  talked  with  me  fre- 
(juently.  I  will  state  rigiit  here  now,  that  so  far  as  the  execution  of  the  law  in  Orange 
is  concerned,  I  would  risk  my  life  that  a  five-yeai"-old  boy,  if  he  had  the  procsss  iu  his 
hand,  could  arrest  any  man  in  Orange  County. 

Question.  There  is  no  difficulty  iu  making  arrests? 

Ansiver.  None  in  the  world. 

Question.  Wluii  a  member  of  tho  Ku-Klux  organization  is  ch.arged  with  a  crime,  is 
there  any  difficulty  in  procuring  evidence  against  him  ? 

Answer.  1  tliink  that  is  the  great  difficulty  ;  you  cannot  get  tho  evidence. 

Question.  When  you  get  these  cases  into  coui't  do  you  find  any  difficulty  from  mem- 
;i)cr8  of  tho  orgauizatiou  being  on  tho  jury? 
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Ansn-€i\  Wo  do  not  get  a  Lill. 

Question.  What  is  the  reason  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Have  yon  ;iny  belief  upon  the  question  whether  members  of  that  organiza- 
tion do  in-otect  each  other  when  charged  ^yith  crime? 

Ansicer.  I  have  not. 

(Jiustion.  Have  you  yourself  denounced,  or  do  you  apologize  for,  the  wrongs  coni- 
mitted  by  this  organization  ? 

Ansicer.  I  make  no  apology  for  them  ;  I  denounce  them  openly. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  tlie  organization  of  leagues  after  the  war.  Do  you 
mean  !)>'  that  what  is  known  as  Union  or  Loyal  Leagues  1 

Answer.  I  was  rather  taken  back  about  tliafc.  I  <lid  not  know  until  last  week  that 
there  was  more  than  one  order  of  the  Ku-Klux.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  dif- 
ferent orders  of  the  League,  but  one. 

Question.  What  were  the  ditlereut  orders  of  the  Ku-Klux  called  ? 

Answer.  There  were  the  Ku-Klux  and  the  White  Brotherhood  ;  I  never  knew  anything 
but  about  the  Ku-Klux  befortj. 

Qutslion.  I  was  iuqiiiring  about  the  organization  you  say  was  started  after  the  war? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  called  the  Union  L^^'igi^e. 

Question,  How  soon  after  the  war  was  that  formed  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  formed  in  the  latter  part  of  ISG.^,  or  in  the  summer  of  1865. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knovvdedge  of  that  organization  ? 

Answer.  The  only  knowledge  I  had  of  them  is  that  they  had  a  tremendous  meeting 
there,  and  1  learned  that  was  the  purjiose  of  it. 

Qneniion.  AVas  that  a  public  meeting? 

Answer.  It  was  a  private  meeting  itself;  but  they  made  a  public  display,  paraded 
the  streets,  and  then  went  to  their  private  meeting. 

Question.  Did  they  conceal  the  fact  of  their  membership,  or  did  they  appear  in  pro- 
cession as  members  of  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  had  badges  ;  I  did  not  know  what  it  meant. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  walking  in  procession  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  no  concealment  about  the  fact  that  they  belonged  to  the  organ- 
ization f 

Answer.  No  concealment  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know,  or  have  you  any  information  upon  which  you  can  rely, 
that  tliat  organization  either  directed  or  countenanced  violence  or  violations  of  the 
law  ?  or  do  you  know  it  as  an  organization  that  apologized  for  acts  of  violence  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  of  the  kind ;  I  understood  that  it  was  a  political  or- 
ganization ;  that  they  were  to  hang  together  and  vote  for  their  party.  I  understood 
that  was  the  object  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  not  understood  that  the  Ku-Klux  organization  was  also  a  polit- 
ical organization  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  think  that  is  so.  I  have  no  right  to  say  it  is  not  so,  for 
I  do  not  know.  I  think  it  was  pui'ely  a  defensive  movement,  to  counteract  the  depre- 
dations committed  by  the  colored  people  early  after  the  war.  You  have  no  idea  of  the 
amount  of  theft  and  depredation  that  was  committed.  Why,  you  could  not  keei^  a 
cow,  or  a  sheep,  or  a  chicken,  or  a  smolvc-house,  safe. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  organization,  in  counteracting  what  they  alleged  to  be  the 
wrongs  committed  by  the  colored  people,  have  gone  to  the  extent  of  committing  the 
murders  and  assassinations  of  Avhich  you  have  spoken  ? 

Answer.  I  have  but  one  opinion  about  that,  and  I  think  I  am  correct  in  it  too  ;  I  do 
not  think  there  is  such  aa  organization  now  existing  in  my  county.  I  have  seen  no 
signs  of  it,  and  have  not  heard  anything  of  the  kind  lor  the  last  eighteen  months. 

Que.'iiion.  Now  to  recur  to  tlio  time  when  you  say  the  organization  did  exist,  do  you 
believe  they  carried  out  their  purposes  by  means  of  these  murders  and  hangings  ot 
which  you  have  given  us  an  account  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  think  so. 

Queslion.  Yon  think  they  did  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Which  political  party,  if  either,  justified  or  apologized  for  these  proceedings  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  Avas  any.  Public  opinion  run  pretty  strong  against  it. 
The  fact  is  the  people  Avere  taught  in  that  day  that  it  was  best  for  them  to  mind  their 
own  business  ;  and  there  Avas  not  a  great  deal  said  about  it  in  that  day.  But  after  a  year 
or  two  they  set  their  faces  against  it  and  frowned  it  down,  and  they  have  perfect  quiet 
there  now^     I /eel  as  safe  there  as  I  do  tliis  minute  sitting  in  this  room. 

Question.  Yon  yourself  feel  safe  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  anybody  else. 

Question.  That  brings  me  back  to  the  question  from  which  we  have  departed.     I 
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asked  if.  as  clerk  of  the  couuty,  you  have  been  iu  commuuicatiou  with  the  people  of 
the  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  ilaily  so. 

Question.  During  the  time  these  persons  were  taking  from  the  jail  and  outraged,  and 
the  three  negroes  were  hanged  in  the  couuty,  of  which  you  have  spoken,  do  you  Avisli 
to  convey  the  impression  that  the  colored  people  throughout  the  county  felt  SieciTre  in 
their  persons  and  property,  or  were  they  iu  a  state  of  alarm  for  their  .safety  f 

Ansicer.  I  think  they  were  alarmed.  I  was  not  at  home  at  the  time;  I  spent  a  good 
part  of  the  season  at  White  Sulphur  Springs ;  I  only  know  what  I  heard  after  I  got 
home. 

QitestioH.  You  have  a  very  extensive  acquaintance  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  know  every  man  in  Orange  County. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  instance  where  a  member  of  the  democratic  or  conserva- 
tive party  was  whipped  or  nnudered  ])y  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of.  I  have  referred  to  all  the  murders  that  have 
taken  place  in  my  county. 

Question.  Were  all  the  instances  of  whipping  and  hanging,  of  which  you  have  any 
knowledge,  inHicted  ui^on  negroes,  or  those  known  as  members  of  the  republican 
party  ? 

Answe)'.  I  did  hear  of  a  Ku-Klux  being  whipped. 

Question.  By  wiiom  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know.     He  was  taken  out  at  uight. 

Question.  Was  anybody  arrested  for  it  ! 

Answer.  No,  oir. 

Question.  Did  you  heai'  why  ho  was  wliipped  f 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  I  do  not  know  what  it  was  for.  About  two  weeks  ago  (Iktc  was  a 
little  affair  some  hvc  or  six  miles  from  Hillsboro ;  but  that  was  not  the  Ku-Klux.  I 
know  all  about  that,  I  reckon.  There  were  four  loose  women,  I  think,  who  settled  on 
a  man's  jdantatiou  down  tliere,  and  they  could  not  get  them  otf.  The  l)oys  in  the 
neighborliood  got  to  going  there;  an<l  I  think,  i)crliai)s,  it  was  the  fathers  of  those 
boys  who  started  a  niovcnicut  to  break  it  up.  Some  parties  went  there  iu  disguise, 
took  the  boys,  and  turned  them  up  and  paddled  them  aud  sent  them  home.  I  expect 
the  fathers  were  in  the  crowd. 

By  Mr.  Bayai-.o  : 
Question.  What  did  they  do  with  the  women  ? 

Answer.  They  tore  tlie  top  olf  the  hoiise ;  I  did  not  hear  that  they  molested  t 
women  in  any  other  way. 

Question.  They  meant  to  break  up  that  establishment  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairmax  : 

Question.  Was  tluit  done  by  persons  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  it  was,  though  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  have  already  stated  that  in  (jases  where  negroes  have  committed 
wrongs  upon  other  persons,  there  was  no  diCdculty  in  bringing  them  to  justice  before 
the  civil  tribunals  ? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world. 

Question.  Is  there  any  ditliculty  in  obtaining  jnstire  in  civil  tribunals  in  any  cases 
arising  iu  your  county,  except  those  that  may  l>e  considered  political? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world.  The  greatest  complaint  I  havt;  ever  heard  was  that  in 
almost  every  case  where  they  resorted  to  law  the  negro  got  more  than  he  ought  to 
have.  But  that  was  not  to  my  observatiou  ;  he  did  not  get  more  than  the  law  allowed 
him  on  the  testimony. 

Question.  He  got  more  what  ?     Jlore  severe  punishment  than  he  deserved  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  no  ditliculty  iu  a  colored  person  getting  justice  in  my 
county.  In  the  last  court  one  was  arraigned  there  and  a  bill  ibuud  against  him  for 
rape,  but  he  was  cleared. 

Question.  Has  it  l»<'en  possilde  to  arraign,  or  bring  to  trial,  or  to  convict  a  single  per- 
son in  Orange  County  wIki  was  charired  with  cominitting  thesi'  Kii-Klux  outrages? 

Answer.  I  do  not  knov,-  of  any  excei)t  those  I  spoke  of  in  the  outset,  who  were 
brought  before  a  justice  of  the  ]>eace  of  the  name  of  Watts. 

Question.  You  say  they  were  discharged  ? 

Answer.  There  Wius  no  evidence  against  them. 

Question.  Has  there  been  a  single  instance  in  Orange  County,  of  all  the  cases  you 
have  given,  in  which  the  perpetrators  have  been  brought  to  justice? 

Answer.  Not  one. 

Question.  Who  is  the  presiding  judge  in  that  district  ? 

Answer.  A.  W.  Tourgee. 


NORTH   CAROLINA.  195 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  you  are  still  clerk  of  the  court  there  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 

Question.  You  say  you  were  born  auol  raised  in  North  Carolina? 

Jnswer.  Yes,  sir,  in  Orange  County. 

QHe>slion.  You  know  the  people  of  that  county  intimately  ? 

Answe}\  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  after  the  close  of  the  war  the  emancipated 
negroes  were  formed  into  leagues,  and  that  tliey  were  idle  and  out  of  employment  * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  refused  to  work,  and  were  thrown  out  of  employment. 

Question.  Did  that  bring  them  into  waut? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  there  was  a  great  deal  of  suffering. 

Question.  Did  that  want  bring  them  into  crime  ? 

Answer.  No  doubt  about  it.  \ 

Question.  Describe  the  condition  of  things  produced  by  their  refusing  to  work  ? 

Answer.  It  was  just  common  larceny — breaking  into  smoke-houses,  stealing  bacon, 
sheep,  hogs,  and  sometimes  a  whole  beef.     We  could  only  try  them  for  hirceny. 

Question.  Was  there  any  safety  in  the  county  for  such  pro^ierty  during  1^65  and  1866  ? 

Answe)-.  No,  sir;  none  at  all  until  this  other  organization  sprung  up. 

Question.  What  is  called  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  organized  to  prevent  this  class  of  offenses? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  understood ;  and,  I  think,  we  have  quiet  there  now,  and  have 
had  for  the  last  eighteen  months. 

Question.  Is  the  feeling  kindly  between  the  white  and  black  people  of  the  country? 

Answer.  As  far  as  I  know  it  is  ;  there  is  a  large  number  about  my  town,  and  the  feel- 
ing is  kind  to  all. 

Question.  Do  the  colored  people  work  pretty  generally  ? 

Ansicer.  Some  of  them  do,  but  some  will  not  work. 

Question.  Are  they  paid  fairly? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  where  they  work  by  the  day  they  are  paid  fifty  cents  and  found. 

Question.  I  do  not  inquire  about  the  amount,  but  are  they  paid  satisfactorily? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  a  black  man  should  have  a  claim  against  a  white  man  for  service  or 
labor,  would  he  find  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  his  full  rights  before  a  jury  iu  your 
county  ? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world. 

Question.  Ai'e  your  juries  mixed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Ai'e  blacks  admitted  to  testify  as  well  as  whites? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir,  the  same  as  white  men,  and  their  testimony  has  the  same  weight 
according  to  cliaracter  and  respectability  ;  we  have  what  we  call  resi^ectable  negroes 
and  respectable  white  men. 

Question.  Can  you  say  whether  justice  is  fairly  administered  iu  your  county  between 
man  and  m;in  without  respect  to  color  or  previous  condition  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  know  it  is. 

Question.  You  are  clerk  of  the  court,  sitting  in  the  court  during  trials,  and  have  oc- 
casion to  observe  the  process  of  justice  there? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  that  is  not  all ;  the  laws  of  our  State  give  me  a  vast  deal  of 
business  as  judge  of  probate. 

Question.  That  brings  before  you  a  great  many  people  ?  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  daily,  and  I  know  they  get  justice  before  me. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  of  oppression  or  attemx»ted  opx»ressiou  by  white 
men  of  their  former  servants  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  are  very  few  ;  I  do  not  kuow  of  any. 

Question.  If  such  occurred  would  not  the  law  and  the  juries  of  your  county  give  them 
redress  ? 

Answer.  No  doubt  about  it;  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  labor  of  that  kind  in  my 
county  ;  none  of  the  blacks  that  I  have  heard  of  work  for  their  former  masters  ;  they 
have  all  deserted. 

Question.  Who  organized  the  colored  Union  Leagues  ? 

Answer.  It  was  done  by  what  we  called  carpet-baggers. 

Question.  Men  who  had  lately  come  among  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  came  there  in  186.5,  after  the  surrender. 

Question.  Did  they  orgauize  those  leagues? 

Answer.  Tiiat  is  what  they  say.  ' 

Question.  Did  they,  by  means  of  these  leagues,  elect  themselves  to  office  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  reckon  some  of  them  did,  but  I  do  not  know  only  from  report. 

Question.  Did  they  try  to  be  elected? 
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Ansivcr.  Yes,  sir  ;  Mr.  Dewees  was  elected  luemlter  of  Congress  iu  my  district  iu  that 
■way ;  that  is  the  ouly  case  I  know  of. 

Question.  The  ouly  case  of  success  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  is  the  man  who  sold  the  cadetship? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  same  man. 

Question.  Were  these  leagues  understood  to  be  oath-boiuid  political  societies  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  so,  but  that  was  the  understanding  ;  that  they 
swore  to  stick  together  and  vote  together  ;  I  had  a  black  mau  to  work  for  me,  and  on 
the  morning  of  tlie  election  I  asked  him  if  he  was  going  down  to  vote ;  he  said  he  Avas 
not,  that  he  could  not  vote  the  way  he  wanted  to  and  therefore  should  not  vote  at  all : 
1  never  said  auj-  more  to  him. 

(luestioii.  Was  there  intimidation  by  the  members  of  this  league  of  each  other  to 
prevent  them  from  voting  of  their  own  free  will  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  at  the  ])oll8;  there  are  two  or  three  conservative  negroes 
living  in  my  town  who  were  a  good  deal  abused  about  it,  but  they  hung  out  and  would 
not  1)0  governed  by  the  league,  and  I  think  they  have  gained  strength,  for  there  are 
about  twenty  colored  voters  there  now. 

Question.  That  is,  since  the  election  of  1863  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  convictions  being  had  in  the  courts  of  colored  men  for  such 
ofl'euses  as  robl)iug  and  burning  ? 

A  nswer.  There  has  been  none  convicted  for  burning. 

Questiim.  "Well,  ibr  stealing  and  breaking  open  houses — that  class  of  offenses  against 
property  ;  and  you  then  s]>()ke  of  (iovcrnor  Holden  pardoning  some  of  these  men  before 
they  were  actually  comuiitted  to  ])rison  .' 

Answer.  There  was  one  of  them  I  know  ho  did. 

Question.  Was  it  the  belief  of  the  peoi)le  of  the  country  that  Governor  Holden  would 
pardon  in  such  cases  if  conviction  could  be  had  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was,  and  you  may  judge  that  from  the  fact  that  the  legislature 
passed  an  act  not  to  allow  hiui  to  do  that. 

Question.  Which  legislature  pas.sed  that  act? 

Answer.  The  legislature  of  IbG,:'-'!;;,' ;  they  prohibited  pardoning  in  such  cases,  unless 
a  petition  was  signed  by  the  judge  and  jury. 

Question,  ^^'as  that  because  he  liad  exercised  the  power  ? 

Answer.  No  doubt  that  was  the  object. 

Question.  Did  these  pardons  of  Governor  Holden  conduce  to  a  feeling  of  insecurity 
among  the  ]>eople  as  to  their  property  ? 

Answer.  Well,  1  do  not  know  whether  it  did  or  not.  I  do  not  think  it  had  that 
^H'ect ;  but  it  had  the  ell'ect,  I  think,  to  encourage  crimes,  theft,  and  larceny. 

Question.  When  the  jieople  discovered  that,  although  these  men  were  convicted  of 
these  offenses  in  the  courts,  pardons  followed  the  convictions  so  often,  what  was  the 
effect  produced  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  only  a  few  outbursts  of  indignation  and  it  passed  ftff.  To 
show  you  the  decrease  of  crime  in  my  county,  there  are  on  my  docket  but  four  cases 
of  criuu; ;  in  one  ease  the  party  has  been  convicted  twice,  judgment  set  aside,  and  a 
new  trial  granted.  The  last  lime  I  was  ordered  to  take  his  recognizance..  I  have 
never  seen  him  since. 

Question.  What  was  the  offense  ? 

Answer.  Stealing  a  pair  of  l)oots. 

Question.  Was  it  a  black  luan  .' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    The  others  are  for  minor  offenses — a  woman  for  stealing  clothes. 

Question.  Were  your  elccti(nis  last  summer  quiet  iind  orderly? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  looked  more  like  going  to  a  burying,  as  1  jokingly  remarked,  thau 
anything  else. 

Question.  The  black  people  voted  freely  their  sentiments  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  tlicy  exercise  any  intimidation  upon  each  other  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  all  I  know  is,  they  seemed  to  have  a  committee  to  guard  the  box  and 
inspect  the  votes. 

Question.  Would  it  have  been  safe  for  any  black  man  to  vote  contrary  to  the  will  of 
the  majority  of  his- race  ? 

Answer.  I  <lo  not  know  what  the  punishment  might  have  been  ;  lie  might  hav'e  been 
iturned  out  of  the  league  ;  something  of  that  sort. 

L     Qu'.stion.  Would  he  have  met  a  great  deal  of  opjiosition  from  his  own  people? 
[     Answer.  He  migUt ;  I  cannot  say  about  that.     All  I  can  say  is,  they  were  a  unit. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  their  doings? 

Answer.  Only  hearsay. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  anythiug  of  Colonel  Kirk's  character? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 
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Question.  What  was  his  reputation  ? 

Aiwu'cr,  It  -was  auythiiig  but  <iood ;  so  I  heard  from  his  owu  couutry. 

Question.  Where  did  he  come  from  'I 

Answer.  East  Tennessee. 

Question.  What  was  his  repute  ? 

Ansiccr.  Tliat  he  was  a  man  of  notorious  character.     I  do  not  know  for  what. 

Question.  Was  it  a  matter  of  connnon  Icnowledge  in  the  country  that  any  cruelties 
were  perpetrated  by  him,  or  his  subordinates,  upon  ^he  prisoners  they  toolv  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  in  Caswell  they  arrested  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Wiley,  former 
sheriff,  with  whom  I  am  well  acquainted,  and  I  understand  that  they  struclc  him  over 
the  head  with  a  stick  or  rail,  and  afterwards  tied  him  on  a  horse  and  carried  him  to  the 
court-house. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  their  tying  x^risoners  up  to  extoi't  confessions  from  them? 

Answer.  Tliat  was  in  Alamance — Pattou,  Murray,  aud  another  mau. 

Question.  Who  did  that? 

Ansicer.  Mr.  Bergen,  I  suppose,  Kirk's  lieutenant. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  two  men  being  taken  from  prison — one  of  whom  was 
shot  by  accident,  as  you  believe,  and  the  other  discharged  and  not  injured. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  not  at  home  at  the  time.  I  was  informed  that  a  large  com- 
pany of  men  in  disguise  came  to  Hillsboro,  went  to  the  sheriff's  house,  took  his  son 
out,  carried  him  to  the  jail,  opened  the  door  and  took  these  boys  out,  and  carried  them 
out  of  town.  They  believed  the  prisoners  were  concerned  in  barn-burniug;  but  it 
seems  th(?y  became  satisfied  from  the  confessions  they  made,  and  so  they  turned  them 
loose.  Then  I  understand  some  of  the  reckless  ones  behind  shot  off  then-  pistols  in 
sport,  and  one  of  the  shots  struck  one  of  the  jirisouers  in  the  thigh. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  man  who  was  killed  had  been  living  upon 
property  belonging  to  a  gentleman  f 

Answer,  His  father  had. 

Question.  And  the  owner  had  taken  out  a  writ  to  dispossess  him ;  that  that  writ  was 
executed  by  the  deputy  sheriff'  in  the  presence  of  the  plaintiff  and  some  one  whom 
he  called  in;  that  one  of  these  men  had  been  heard  to  say  he  woukl  wait  till  harvest 
time  before  he  would  quit ;  aud  that  after  they  had  saved  their  crops  aud  had  housed 
them,  these  three  barns  were  iu  a  blaze  at  the  same  hour  of  the  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  within  the  same  ten  minutes. 

Question.  Now,  sir,  was  it  understood  in  your  county  that  that  was  the  result  not 
only  of  the  act  of  this  individual  but  of  an  organization  of  men  who  were  disposed 
to  do  this  thing  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  as  to  an  organization ;  it  was  believed  by  everybody  that  it 
was  done  for  revenge. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  whether  the  debt  of  your  State  has  been  very  largely  in- 
creased since  Governor  Holden's  accession  to  power? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  how  mtich  ? 

Ansicer.  I  have  not — though  I  know  it  is  millions. 

Question.  How  was  it  increased  ? 

Answer.  By  taxation  ;  a  number  of  extra  officers  were  created  by  the  legislature ;  by 
the  manner  of  conducting  the  financial  affairs,  and  squandering  the  bond.s  issued  for 
the  purpose  of  finishing  our  roads. 

Question.  Is  it  believed  by  the  people  of  your  county  that  there  have  been  gross  cor- 
ruption and  mismanagement  of  the  finances  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Well,  that  is  certainly  the  fact ;  it  is  l)eyond  dispute. 

Question.  Did  that  jn'oduce  a  sense  of  insecurity  to  your  proxDerty  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  your  bonds  sell  for  in  the  market  of  New  York  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  them  quoted,  the  new  bonds,  at  22  or  23  cents  on  the  dollar. 

Question.  To  whom  were  these  bonds  issued  ? 

Answer.  To  M.  S.  Littlefieid  and  Geo.  W.  Swe^ison  ;  or  they  got  iiossession  of  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  many  f 

Ansteer.  I  think  Swepson  got  $7,1)00,000. 

(Jnestion.  Was  the  eff'ect  of  that  mismanagement  of  the  State  finances  and  squander- 
ing of  bonds  to  make  that  the  chief  issue  in  your  last  election! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  on  the  stump. 

Question.  Did  yon  gain  from  the  republican  party  on  that  occasion? 

Answer.  Gained  about  four  hundred  in  my  county,  and  in  Chatham  too,  I  think. 

Question.  Was  that  the  leading  issue  iu  your  State  ? 

Answer.  It  was ;  to  get  tho  State  out  of  the  hands  of  ijcrsons  who  had  squandered 
the  funds. 

Question.  AVas  that  general  issue  discussed  on  the  stumij  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  only  one. 
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Question.  lu  regard  to  this  secret  order,  -wliether  Uuion  Leagues  or  Ku-IQus,  -what 
"vras  the  position  of  the  substautial  men  of  youi-  couuty  ? 

Answer.  They  were  opposed  to  it. 

Question.  Without  regard  to  party? 

Answer.  Of  course  it  must  have  been  -without  regard  to  party,  "because  the  republi- 
cans, you  know,  are  opposed  to  it,  aud  the  couservatives  many  of  them  are  opposed  to  it. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  in  the  public  papers  these  organizations  deprecated  aud 
deuounced  ? 

Answer.  Only  through  our  party  organ. 

Question.  Your  party  organ  did  denounce  them? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir;  denounced  both.    Perhaps  all  of  you  have  seen  our  Sentinel. 

Question.  Your  chief  issue  was  to  get  the  State  out  of  the  hands  of  the  republicans, 
because  of  this  squandering  of  the  State  resources  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Was  this  Union  League  organized  before  yoir  heard  of  any  Ku-Klus  ? 
Ansicer.  It  was;  it  was  organized  a  year  before  I  heard  of  any  Ku-Klux. 
Question.  Was  it  supposed  or  believed  that  the  Ku-Ivlux  were  organized  as  a  sort  of 
antagonism  to  the  Union  League  ? 
Answer.  That  is  what  I  understood. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  15,  1871. 
BAnxHOLO.MEW  F.  SIoORE  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Chandler,  (acting  chairman  :) 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside 

Answer.  In  Kaieigii,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  1  am  a  lawyer. 

Question.  How  long  have  yon  been  a  resident  of  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  I  was  born  in  the  .State,  in  the  county  of  Halifax. 

Question.  I'lease  state  what  you  knowwitli  regard  to  the  security  of  life  aud  property 
in  your  own  couuty,  and  in  any  other  x>art  of  the  State  with  which  you  are  familiar. 

Answer.  If  may  not  l»e  amiss,  perhaps,  to  state  the  means  I  have  of  giving  a  reliablo 
answer  to  that  question.  I  have  beim  practicing  law  lor  upwards  of  forty  years  ;  iC 
has  been  my  sole  occupation.  My  jiractice  has  been  in  the  county  courts,  in  the  su- 
perior courts,  in  tiie  supreme  court,  and  in  the  Federal  district  court  of  the  State.  We 
generally  have  held  lour  county  courts  and  two  superior  courts  in  each  county  during 
a  year,  wiiich  brought  me  into  many  of  the  counties  in  which  I  have  practiced  six  times 
a  year.  My  circuit,  when  I  was  made  attorney  general,  embraced  ten  counties.  My 
kindred  were  scattered  over  the  county  in  whicli  I  was  born  and  the  adjoining  counties. 
I  therefore  had  the  most  am])le  means  of  knowing  what  was  the  condition  of  all  those 
counties,  as  regards  the  execution  of  the  laAV. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Name  the  counties. 

Answer.  ^Martin,  Pitt,  Edgecombe,  Nash,  Wilson,  .Johnson,  AVake,  Franklin,  WaiTen, 
Halifax,  and  Northampton.  In  some  of  them  I  (Uily  practiced  in  the  sujierior  court. 
I  did  not  Jiractice  in  all  of  them  during  the  war,  )>ut  I  did  in  most  of  them.  I  have 
been  generally  called  to  defend  cases  wlu'n  I  was  not  attorney  gcm-ral.  I  have,  there- 
fore. 1  think,  as  anqtle  means  to  know  what  was  the  safety  of  life  and  property,  per- 
haps, as  any  other  living  man  in  North  Carolina. 

Question.  State,  as  concisely  as  you  can,  what  has  been  the  degree  of  safety  of  life 
and  property  for  the  past  two  or  three  years,  or  since  the  war  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  confusion  immediately  after  the  war, 
necessarily  growing  out  of  the  altered  state  of  things  and  the  general  demoralization 
That  always  follows  war;  but  still  1  think  there  has  been,  with  (he  excei>tion  of  lar- 
cenies and  house-burnings,  a  general  observance  of  the  rights  of  property,  and  a  gen- 
eral protection  of  hnujan  life. 

Question.  Were  there  at  any  time  outrages  perpetrated  upon  i^ersons  or  ])ro))ervy  I 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  great  deal  of  theft.  The  colored  population  had 
all  been  brought  u))  in  such  a  manner  that  they  had  very  little  regard  for  honesty  or 
truth.  That  1  iittribute,  not  to  the  race,  but  to  the  fact  of  their  degradation  «>ccasi(mcd 
by  slavery.  'J'hey  had  ae(iuired  the  hal)it  of  I'.ilsifying  and  of  stealing  during  their 
slavery,  which  they  could  not  very  well  lay  olf.  and  therefore  almost  all  the  thefts 
were  committed  by  former  slaves.  Very  frequently,  however,  we  would  lind  a  very 
sorry  white  man  confederating  with  them,  and  perhaps  himself  their  leader.  There- 
fore", immediately  after  the  war  there  was  not  the  same  protection  to  property  as  there 
■was  before  ;  but  I  am  happy  to  see  that  the  protectiou  to  properly  has  much  increased 
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witliiu  tho  last  two  or  three  years — increased  by  the  restoration  of  regular  habits 
thro;iu:h  the  return  of  peace  and  order.  In  respect  to  outrages  upon  persons,  I  have 
known  of  none  personally  except  such  as  I  have  heard  of  during  examinations  in  court, 
and  such  as  I  have  seen  stated  in  the  papers.  Those  that  were  disclosed  in  the  courts?, 
I  was  generally  cognizant  of  to  some  extent ;  as  to  tliose  that  came  tlu'ough  the  papers, 
I  am  satisfied  that  tliere  have  been  a  great  many  more  outrages  committed  than  the^-e 
were  before  the  war.  I  suspect  thei-e  is  no  State  in  the  Union  that  had  a  more  peaoe- 
able,  orderly,  and  quiet  people  before  the  war  than  North  Carolina. 

Questio)!.  Are  you  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  secret  organization  in  the  State  ?  It 
so,  what,  and  for  what  purpose  were  they  understood  to  be  organized  F 

Answer,  Do  you  refer  to  organizations  of  all  kinds  ? 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Give  ns  your  knowledge  of  any  secret  organizations  whatever,  which,  in 
their  designs  and  operations,  alfect  the  security  of  persons  and  jiroperty  in  your  State, 
whether  jjolitical  or  otherwise. 

Answer.  Of  course  I  exclude  the  JIasouic  fraternity ;  that  is  the  only  organization 
that  I  ever  belonged  to  in  my  life.  There  was  I  think  before  the  war  what  they  called 
the  Know-Nothings,  biit  I  know  nothing  of  them  except  the  fact  that  they  existed. 

Question.  We  do  not  care  about  the  state  of  things  liefore  the  war. 

Answer.  There  was  an  organization  at  the  close  of  the  war,  which  has  existed  since, 
called  the  Heroes  of  America,  or  the  Red  Strings.  I  became  acquainted  witli  it 
just  at  the  close  of  the  war,  v.hen  some  of  the  members  were  apprehended  as  being  in- 
imical to  the  confederacy  and  as  having  entered  into  a  secret  conspiracy  to  overthrow 
it ;  so  they  were  charged.  They  ax>i)lied  to  me  as  a  Union  man  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting them  discharged  from  arrest.  In  that  way  I  became  acquainted  with  their  organ- 
ization and  their  oaths.  The  only  objection  I  saw  to  any  portion  of  their  oath  was, 
they  swore  to  come  to  each  other's  aid  in  distress ;  I  contended  that  that  meant,  how- 
ever, nothing  that  was  illegal ;  that  it  did  not  mean  distress  occ.isioned  by  crime  or 
any  unlawful  act,  and  I  was  sustained  in  that  view  ;  because  if  we  can  put  two  con- 
stru(;tions  upon  it,  we  are  bound  to  give  it  that  construction  which  is  more  agreeable 
to  innocence.     That  organization  continiicd  some  time  after  the  war,  as  I  understood. 

Question.  Were  the  i)urposes  of  that  organization  to  be  accomplished  by  peaceable  or 
by  violent  means  ? 

Ansirer.  T  know  nothing  of  any  purpose  beyond  adherence  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  restoration  of  the  Union.  I  did  not  hear  of  any  violation  of 
either. 

Qiitsiion.  Was  that  organization  confined  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  My  hrst  information  came  from  having  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  taken  out  to  discharge  C(;rtain  of  its  members  from  arrest.  The  next  organiza- 
tion of  which  I  have  any  knowledge  was  that  of  the  Union  League,  which  arose  im- 
mediately after  the  colored  peoph;  got  political  power  ;  I  think  in  1867  or  1868.  The 
avowed  object  of  that  was  that  they  should  all  act  in  unison,  and  they  iiave  carried  it 
out  very  faithfully.     I  have  never  seen  a  more  compact  league  than  that  has  been. 

By  ilr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Were  they  bound  by  oath  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Secret? 

Answer.  Yes,  .sir,  it  was  secret.  What  that  oath  was  I  do  not  know.  It  has  been 
said  by  .some  that  it  was  to  aid  in  overthrowing  every  attempt  to  draw  any  distinction 
between  them  and  the  whites.  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  said  that  it  was  gotten 
up  for  the  express  purpose  of  ruling  the  whites  and  keeping  them  down  under  political 
control.    I  only  know  this,  that  they  have  acted  uniformly  together. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  it  confined  to  the  colored  population  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Governor  Holden  was  at  the  head  of  it.  Well,  in  the  course  of  time, 
perhaps  A-ery  shortly  afterwards,  I  heard  of  two  or  three  organizations.  These,  I  sup- 
pose, belong  tf)  the  whites;  one  was  called  the  White  Brotherhood,  another  was  called 
the  Invi.sible  Empire.  I  heard  it  stated  that  there  was  a  Ku-Klux  organization.  That 
name  seems  to  have  been  a  common  one  in  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  and  North  Carolina. 
I  never  heard  of  its  being  in  Virginia.  I  liave  no  knowledge  or  information  of  any 
jjiirpose  on  the  part  of  the  White  Brotherhood  except  in  opposition  to  the  league.  I 
know  nothing  of  the  Invisible  Empire.  It  has  been  invisible  to  me  all  the  while.  I 
ncA-cr  heard  of  its  doing  anything.  I  never  heard  of  the  White  Brotherhood  doiug 
anything  in  the  way  of  outrage.  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  Ku-Klux  and  a 
great  deal  of  the  leagues.  My  impression  has  been — and  it  is  derived  from  a  constant 
attention  to  what  has  been  going  on  in  that  respect — f  hat  neither  the  Leagues  iutended 
to  operate  in  the  way  of  outrage  upon  property  or  life,  nor  the  White  Brotherhood,  or 
Invisible  Emxiire.    My  imxjression  is  that  there  has  been  nothing  like  the  Ku-Klux  as 
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I 
au  associatiou — I  mean  a  general  association — bnt  that  there  have  been  sqnads  of  pcr- 
toiis  l)el()u.i;in.<;  to  the  Loyal  League,  aud  to  the  White  Brotherhood,  perhaps,  that  have 
nttdertakeii  to  perpetrate  outrages  u])on  jnoperty  and  persons,  not  beeause  their  society 
ordered  theni,  but  under  pretense,  or  rather  Avitli  the  means  and  facilities  which  these 
organizations  aftbrded  to  particular  .S(inads  of  l)ad  men  to  commit  such  acts.  For 
instance,  those  that  belonged  to  the  League  being  intimately  associated  with  each 
otlier  had  great  contidence  in  each  other,  and  woiild  soon  learn  their  secrets,  and  if 
they  desired  to  perpetrate  an  outrage  it  was  very  easy  to  get  companions  of  dissolute 
persons.  So  on  the  other  hand,  of  persons  who  belonged  to  The  White  Brotherhood,  or 
tnvisible  Empire,  and  those  persons  wlio  claimed  to  be  Ku-Klux,  though  I  do  not 
thinlv  tln-re  was  per  w  any  Kn-Klux  organization  at  all. 

Question.  la  the  practice  of  your  profession  and  from  information  you  have  derived 
of  a  reliable  character  in  your  State,  do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  the  lirst 
organization  of  which  yon  spoke,  the  Heroes  of  America  or  lied  Strings,  ever  commit- 
ting  any  acts  of  violence  in  au  organized  form,  or  a  body  of  them  together? 

Avfiu-er.  No,  sir  ;  I  think  I  heard  of  but  one.  and  that  is  so  indistinct  that  I  would 
dislike  to  s[ieak  of  it  with  certainty.  It  happened  in  the  up  coautry,  ([uite  a  distance 
from  my  place  of  residence. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reliable  information  which  would  enable  you  to  say  that 
violence  has  beeij  connnitted  by  the  Union  L(!agues  in  au  organized  body  ? 

Ansu-ei:  Not  as  a  Union  League.  I  do  not  believe  any  violence  has  been  committed 
by  it  as  a  league,  nor  l>y  the  Wliite  ]5rothorliood  as  an  organization,  nor  by  the  Invisi- 
ble Empire  as  such;  but  1  believe  these  several  a.ssociations  have  given  rise  to  facili- 
ties by  which  sriuacls  ol"  bad  men  would  unite  together  lor  illegal  purposes. 

Quextioii.  Then  1  understand  you  to  say  that  all  the  outrages  that  have  been  com- 
mitted in  the  State  are  to  be  attril)nted  to  the  individuals  who  have  committed  them, 
and  not  in  any  iftstance  to  au  organization  ? 

A  nswcr.  I  believe  .so ;  when  I  speak  of  these  organizations  I  mean  one  extended  organi- 
zation. TJiese  persons  going  in  squads  no  doubt  were  organized;  it  was  a  conspiracy 
among  themselves. 

Question.  It  is  yrtur  l)elief  that  these  squads  were  not  carrying  out  the  order  of  the 
organized  body,  but  that  it  was  the  imi)ulse  or  concerted  action  of  the  squad  itself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  if,  for  instance,  a  negro  had  lieen  badly  treated,  of  course  that  would 
naturally  beget  a  feeling  of  exasperation  among  the  colored  population,  and  Avould 
])erhaps  caiise  half  a  dozen  (U-  more  to  associate  themselves  together  Ibr  a  common  pur- 
])ose,  as  of  burning  the  house,  or  stealing  tlw;  horses  or  cattle  of  the  man  who  liad  mal- 
treated the  negro.  And  on  the  other  hand,  if  a  white  person  has  been  outraged  by  a 
negro,  that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  would  beget  a  feeling  of  exasperation  on  the  part  of 
(•••rtain  white  men,  and  they  would  perhaps  take;  the  negro  and  whip  or  scourge  him. 
I  believe  there  has  been  nothing  of  the  sort  done  upon  any  political  grounds  whatever, 
for  I  can  say  with  trutli,  having  voted  at  all  the  elections  since  the  war  closed,  that  I 
liavc  never  seen  a  jteople  enjoy  greater  freedom  in  elections  than  the  people  liave  in 
North  Carolina.  And  when  I  say  freedom,  I  mean  acting  their  own  Avay.  Negroes 
have  uniforndy  associated  together,  and  they  li.ave  voteil  for  whom  they  pleased,  and 
generally,  almost  universally,  they  have  voted  for  those  who  were  nominated  by  the 
League,  Without  any  regard  to  the  competency  of  the  candidates. 

(Jucstion.  Is  that  a  distinguishing  feature  of  the  politics  in  North  Carolina,  or  one 
that  you  may  lind  anywhere  else? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  found  it  too  much  so  wluMi  I  used  to  be  a  candidate  myself,  a 
long  time  ago.  I  have  taken  occasion  once  or  twice  to  speak  to  .several  colored  per- 
sons who  were  men  of  intelligence  and  virtue,  mmi  wliom  I  knew  long  before  they 
were  emancipated,  (I  never  was  an  advocate  for  slavery  myself,)  and  I  have  asked 
them  why  they  did  not  vote  for  persons  that  weie  competent  and  virtuous,  and  they 
said  that' they' were  afraid  the  whites  would  take  some  advantage  of  them  if  they  did 
not  keep  together. 

Question.  Assuming  that  this  theory  of  yours  is  coiTect — that  violence  has  grown  out 
of  the  facilities  atibrded  by  these  organizations — has  not  a  state  of  violence  been 
reached  in  many  counties  in  your  State,  through  these  outrages,  as  to  liave  rendered 
the  civil  law  powerless  to  punish  the  oll'enders  ? 

An.iwer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  state  of  affairs  existing  in  Alamance  and 
Orange  Counties' in  IHC/.)  and  1870? 

Answer.  I  am  acquainted  through  the  examinations,  for  I  was  one  of  the  counsel  in 
the  habeas  corjjus  ca.ses.  I  am  acquainted  witli  the  account  which  has  been  given 
through  the  papers.  I  have  never  Jieard  of  au  instance  where  there  ha.s  been  any 
resistance  at  all  to  the  arrest  of  any  man  against  whom  a  precept  issued,  whether  that 
precept  was  taken  by  a  white  or  black  man. 

Question.  After  the  process  has  been  executed  aud  the  alleged  criminal  arrest<.'d  have 
you  known  any  instance  in  Avhich  the  offenders  charged  with  what  are  known  as  Ku- 
Klux  outrages  have  been  convicted  f 
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Anaicer.  Well,  sii-,  I  cannot  call  particular  cases  to  recollection.  I  think  tliere  have 
been  many  convictions,  and  there  have  been  many  unjust  acr|uittals. 

Question.  Can  you  call  to  mind  any  case  now  in  which  a  person  charged  viith  com- 
mitting -what  is  popularly  known  as  outrages  by  the  Ku-Klux  has  been  convicted?  If 
so,  give  us  the  name  of  the  case,  and  where  it  occurred. 

Answcj:  I  do  not  practice  in  either  of  those  counties,  and  am  therefore  personally  un- 
acquainted with  the  particular  cases,  but  there  have  been  convictions  time  and  again, 
as  I  have  seen  reported  through  the  papers.  For  instance,  I  think  there  are  some  two 
or  three  persons  now  in  the  penitentiary,  perhaps  white  and  black  both,  that  went  out 
in  disguise  under  a  pretended  organization  of  what  they  call  Ku-Klux. 

QiU'sUon.  Do  you  recollect  any  other  case  than  that  of  the  negroes  in  Alamance 
County  where  the  i)arties  were  convicted  ? 

Answei\  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  All,  or  very  much  that  I  have  seen  about  it,  has  been 
from  the  examination  that  has  recently  taken  place  in  the  impeachment  of  Governor 
Holden,  except  as  it  has  been  currently  reported  through  the  papers. 

Question.  You  do  not  recall  anj'  instance  from  your  recollection  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Qufsiion.  Takiug  the  oaths  of  this  oi'ganization  as  they  were  disclosed  in  the  exam- 
ination in  Avhich  you  were  counsel,  do  you  think  they  would  not  interfere  with  the 
proper  administration  of  justice  where  a  member  of  the  organization  was  on  trial '? 

Answer.  It  so  happens  that  I  never  read  either  of  the  oaths,  for  though  I  appeared 
as  counsel  in  some  of  the  cases,  I  was  not  present  when  the  oaths  were  disclosed. 

Question.  Have  you  never  read  the  i)ublished  proceedings  in  the  case  prepared  by 
Judge  Battle  °? 

Ansxver.  No,  sir;  he  sent  me  the  book,  and  I  have  mislaid  it,  and  have  not  read  it. 

Question.  Nor  the  report  contained  in  the  appendix  to  Governor  Holden's  message  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  read  a  portion  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you,  then,  sufficient  information  of  the  nature  of  the  oath  and  the 
manner  in  Avhich  it  is  considered  by  those  who  take  it  to  say  whether  such  an  oath 
would  lead  the  members  of  the  organization  to  defend  each  other  in  a  trial  in  court  ? 

Ansirer.  I  have  not ;  I  only  spoke  from  the  general  conclusion  I  have  drawn  from 
what  I  have  seen  of  them. 

Question.  Can  you  say  that  in  Orange,  Alamance,  and  Guilford  Counties  a  party  who 
was  a  meml)er  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  could  be  brought  to  justice  as  freely  as 
those  who  were  not  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  would  not  say  that,  for  I  have  witnessed  in  the  bygone  times  of 
whigism  and  democracy  enough  to  satisfy  me  that  party  sj)irit  often  had  much  weight 
with  the  jury. 

Question.  It  would  be  because  of  the  strength  of  x^arty  feeling  ? 

Autiwcr.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  notwithstanding  I  am  a  Mason, 
that  there  would  be  a  kindness  felt  by  the  fraternity  to  a  member  on  trial. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Fehruary  16,  1S71. 

Baktiiolomew  F.  Moore,  examination  continued. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  At  the  close  of  your  testimony  on  yesterday,  yoti  referred  to  the  division  of 
feeling  that  existed  in  olden  times  between  the  wliigs  and  democrats.  Do  I  under- 
stand you  to  mean  by  that  that  a  similar  division  of  political  sentiment  is  caused  by 
the  outrages  to  which  you  have  referred  ! 

Answer.  I  th;i)k  so,  to  some  extent. 

Question.  How  does  it  manifest  itself?  Do  those  of  one  party  take  sides  unanimously 
against  these  outrages,  and  do  those  of  the  other  pai'ty  palliate  or  justify  them? 

Answer.  There  may  be  something  of  that  shown  if  they  are  tried  in  the  immediate 
locality  where  these  outrages  take  place.  If  the  trials  should  be  removed  to  somo 
other  county,  I  do  not  believe  there  would  be  any  such  feeling  at  all. 

Question.  My  questions  are  j)ut  with  reference  to  your  last  statements  yesterday, 
when  you  spoke  of  the  feelings  which  animated  the  whigs  and  democrats  in  the  olden 
time.  What  I  mean  to  inquire  is  this  :  Does  the  same  division  of  sentiment  now  exist 
lietwee.n  the  conservative  and  republican  parties  in  North  Carolina,  in  regard  to  these 
Ku-Klux  outrages,  so  as  to  make  a  iiarty  ciuestiou  when  any  of  these  cases  come  into 
court. 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Those  outrages  called  Ku-Klux  outrages  were  altogether  local. 
Of  course  a  feeling  would  be  exhibited  in  the  particular  locality,  but  nowhere  else ; 
whereas  in  old  times  the  whig  and  democratic  parties  were  all  over  the  State.  I  can- 
not say  that  this  feeling  exists  to  a  similar  extent,  or  at  all  among  gentlemen  of  integ- 
rity and  resxjcctability.  I  do  not  see  much  fyerversion  of  justice  from  that  cause  any 
where. 
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Question.  la  the  localities  "where  these  outrages  occur,  do  they  partake  of  a  political 
character  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  do.  I  think  they  generally  are  governed  by  those  -who 
are  connected  with  the  persons  who  committed  the  outrages.  Let  me  be  understood. 
I  think  these  outrages  are  generally  committed  by  squads  of  young  men  having  a  largo 
connection  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Question.  So  you  stated  yesterday,  as  your  belief. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  the  friends  of  those  young  men  would  be  favorably  disposed  to 
them,  and  they  would  be  very  apt  to  endeavor  to  get  them  on  the  jury.  I  suppose 
you  are  very  well  acquainted  with  the  power  and  facility  of  particular  sheriffs  and 
ciEcers  in  packing  a  jury. 

Question.  Are  jour  own  political  relatione  with  the  conservative  party? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  but  not  with  what  I  call  the  democratic  party.  I  never  had  any 
political  association  with  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  How  are  parties  divided  in  North  Carolina  now,  and  by  what  names  are 
they  known  there? 

Answer.  One  party  is  generally  termed  the  conservative  party.  Perhaps  I  may  be 
wrong  in  saying  it  is  generally  so  termed.  In  some  localities  they  are  called  conserva- 
tives ;  in  others  they  are  called  democrats,  and  in  others  they  are  called  conservative 
democrats. 

Question.  There  is  the  republican  party  on  one  side,  and  the  party  which  is  called  by 
the  several  names  you  liaA'e  mentioned  on  the  other? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  other  party  in  some  localities  is  called  republican  and  in  others 
is  called  the  radical  party.  I  never  called  myself  a  democrat ;  not  that  I  would  dis- 
like every  gentleman  iu  the  world  by  whatever  name  he  might  be  caHed  ;  but  I  was 
opposed  for  political  reasons  to  the  democratic  party  in  former  days,  and  I  do  not  like 
myself  to  V)e  called  by  any  name  now  excei)t  conservative.  I  am  a  conservative  and 
nothing  else,  and  my  political  convictions  are  founded  upon  principle,  independent  of 
party. 

I  wish  to  say  something  in  addition  to  what  I  said  yesterday,  and  in  connection  with 
it.  Since  I  was  h(!re  yesterday  I  have  turned  my  attention  to  the  Senate  Executive 
Docununit  No.  IG,  part  2.  I  never  before  read  General  Hunt's  repoi-t,  of  Januarj-,  1871, 
although  I  was  well  acquainted  with  him.  He  and  I  were  very  fre(iuently  together 
during  his  stay  in  Raleigh.  He,  of  course,  from  his  i)osition,  had  great  facilities  for 
obtaining  information  from  various  parts  of  the  State  of  Nortli  Carolina.  I  have  care- 
fully read  the  letters  from  the  connnenccmcut,  on  page  22  of  that  document,  of  the 
letter  of  General  Hunt  to  the  assistant  adjutant  geiu'ral  Department  of  the  East,  doAvn 
to  the  i)aix'r  on  ])age  28,  marked  E,  aiul  they  ri'llect  my  views  very  substantially  iu 
the  conclusions  stated  by  General  Hunt,  Captain  George  B.  Rodney,  and  Captain  Frank 
G.  Smith.  At  all  events  all  those  whose  correspondence  is  referred  to  by  General  Hunt 
•substantially  indorse  my  conclusions  in  regard  to  niattei's  of  fact,  and  the  causes  why 
there  was  the  agitation  which  he  describes.  I  will  read  a  portion  of  General  Hunt's 
letter  of  .lanuaiy  2,  1871,  as  being  in  my  opinion  perfectly  true.  That  letter  was  writ- 
ten after  he  left  lialeigh.     He  says: 

"I  found  politicul  feeling  running  very  high,  and  great  excitement  existed,  growing 
out  of  the  i)r()claniatiou  of  the  governor,  declaring  certain  counties  in  a  state  of  insur- 
rection ;  the  arnst  and  continement  of  many  of  the  citizens  by  the  State  trooi>s;  the 
refusal  of  the  State  authorities  to  olx-y  tlir  writs  of  habeas  coqius  issued  by  the  chief 
justice  of  the  State  in  their  behalf,  and  the  failure  of  the  latter  to  enforce  his  writs, 
because  it  would  lead,  as  was  alleged,  to  civil  war. 

"The  excitement  was  intensified  by  the  asserted  intention  to  try  the  prisoners  by 
military  courts,  composed  of  oftici'rs  of  the  State  troops,  (one  regiment  of  whites,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Kirk,  serving  mostly  iu  the  insurrectionary  district,  and  one  of 
colored  troo])s.  Colonel  Clarke,  head(iuarters  at  K'aleigh.)  There  was  much  apprehen- 
sion that  sucji  trials,  if  had,  would  lead  to  military  executions.  A  copy  of  my  report 
on  the  sul>je(t.  marked  A,  is  appended." 

What  Geneial  Hunt  refers  to  there  as  a  matter  of  rumor  at  the  time,  in  regard  to  a 
military  court-martial,  has  since  that  time  become  a  well-ascertained  fact.  Certain 
lettei's  have  Ixmui  <liscovered,  addressed  by  Govei'nor  Holden  to  Colonel  Kirk,  which 
were  left  by  him  on  his  hasty  removal  from  some  of  his  canips,  or  perhaps  in  some 
court-house.  They  have  been  proved  and  exhibited  in  the  conit  of  im]>eaehment  of 
Governor  Holden.  Those  letters,  as  well  as  this  of  General  Hunt,  I  had  heard  of.  I 
will  state  presently  the  impression  which  the  rumor  of  the  court-martial  produced 
upon  the  comnninity.  Our  elections  are  held  on  the  first  Thursday  in  August.  These 
letters  of  Governor  Holden  to  Colonel  Kirk  were  written  in  July,  and  I  will  refer  to 
portio.is  of  them:  / 
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"  Executive  Department,  State  of  North  Carolina, 

''Ealeujh,  July  17,  1870. 

"To  Colouel  G.  W.  Kirk,  Commanding  Post  at  Yanceyville : 

"  Dear  Sir  :  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Colonel  Albright  and  Colonel  Ray,  in  whom 
I  have  full  confidence. 

"  There  are  many  more  arrests  to  be  made,  but  the  next  list  will  be  furnished  to  the 
judge  advocate.  The  court  must  assemble  on  Monday,  the  25th  July.  Some  of  the 
Caswell  criminals  are  escaping.  I  want  you  to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  as  to  such 
arrests  in  Caswell,  not  on  the  list  you  have,  as  may  be  necessary. 

"W.  W.  HOLDEN, 

"  Governor  and  Cotnmander-in-CMef." 

• 

"  Executive  Department,  State  of  North  Carolina, 

"Ealekjh,  July  28,1870. 
"Colonel  G.  W.  Kirk: 

#*###***■** 

"  I  have  thought  it  best,  mainly  on  account  of  the  pending  election,  to  postpone  the 
court-martial  iiutil  the  8th  of  August.  It  will  certainly  be  held  at  that  time.  I  will 
notify  you  in  time  as  to  the  necessary  arrangements. 

"W.  W.  HOLDEN, 

"  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief." 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  are  now  reading  from  the  record  of  the  impeachment  trial  at  Raleigh? 

Answei:  Yes,  sir.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  not  referred  to  anything,  and  do  not 
intend  to  refer  to  anything  unless  I  am  so  fully  convinced  of  it  that,  as  a  juror  upon 
my  oath,  I  would  find  the  fact  as  I  state.  At  the  time  when  those  habeas  corpus  cases 
were  going  on,  and  when  Governor  Holden  says,  "  the  lawyers  are  exhausting  all  their 
resources,"  there  was  a  general  impression  prevailing  that  there  would  be  a  court-mar- 
tial, and  it  produced  terror  indescriJjable.  The  Standard,  a  paper  published  at  Raleigh, 
and  which  was  then  the  representative  of  the  executive,  constantly  denounced  the 
gentlemen  of  the  bar  who  appeared  for  the  persons  who  took  out  writs  of  habeas  cor- 
j)us,  as  Ku-Klux  lawyers.  Now,  I  know  there  was  not  a  single  legal  gentleman  connected 
with  the  conducting  of  the  habeas  corpus  cases  who  had  any  sympathy  with  the  Ku-Klux, 
as  they  were  called,  and  those  Avho  made  these  denunciations  in  the  newspaper  knew  it 
well;  and  they  went  further  than  that.  In  the  editorials  of  that  pa])er  they  intimated 
that  those  lawyers— Ex-Goveruor  Graham,  Ex-Governor  Bragg,  Judge  Merriman,  Judge 
Battle,  and  myself,  were  nearly  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  I  believe,  who  were  coun- 
sel for  the  jn-isoners — were  Ku-Klux,  and  Ku-Klux  lawyers;  and  often  told  us  to 
"beware."  That  was  about  the  time  that  we  heard  (and  there  was  a  general  rumor  to 
that  efi'ect)  that  there  Avas  to  be  a  military  court-martial.  Frequently  the  paper  con- 
tained the  warning,  "Ku-Klux  lawyers  beware!"  or  words  to  that  efi'ect.  I  know  there 
was  a  general  feeling  of  horror  and  fear  and  apprehension  that  gentlemen  of  the  bar, 
who  had  merely  engaged  in  their  professional  duties,  would  be  taken  up  and  tried  by 
a  military  court-martial. 

Question.  Is  that  all  you  desire  to  state  in  connection  with  this  matter  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  a  question  or  two  in  connection  with  the  statement  you  have  just 
made.  You  have  spoken  about  the  feeling  of  apprehension  and  terror  caused  by  tho 
fear  of  a  military  court-martial  being  ordered. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  connected,  also,  with  the  particular  individuals  suiiposed  to  have 
been  assigned  to  it,  who  were  mostly  men  without  character. 

Question.  Judging  from  the  state  of  terror  and  apprehension  which  existed  in  Ala- 
mance and  Caswell  Counties,  arising  out  of  these  Ku-Klux  outrages,  do  you  think  that 
anything  short  of  a  military  force  would  have  sufilced  to  put  a  stop  to  the  outrages  that 
were  being  perpetrated?  Without  referring  to  the  kind  of  force  sent  there ;  without 
reference  to  the  character  of  Kirk  or  of  the  meu  under  him,  would  anything  short  of 
a  military  force  have  stopped  the  class  of  outrages  that  were  being  perpetrated  in  those 
counties  f 

Answer.  There  was  no  resistance  to  civil  process.  The  courts  were  open  all  the  time, 
and  they  had  power  to  remove  the  trials  fiom  one  county  to  another. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  To  any  county  in  the  State? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  from  one  county  to  another;  there  was  an  act  passed  for  that  very 
purpose ;  and  I  used  tliat  argument  in  the  habeas  corpus  cases  to  show  that  there  was 
no  necessity  for  declaring  those  counties  in  insurrection. 
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By  tlie  Chairm.Os'  : 

Q^uestiou.  Take  the  case  of  Outlaw,  who  was  huug  within  a  few  yards  of  the  coui't- 
house  iu  Graham  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  very  great  outrage. 

Question.  Take  that  case  as  au  iustaucc  of  the  manner  in  which  outrages  were  perpe- 
trated ;  would  the  civil  law  reach  that  case  ? 

Ansiier.  Perhaps  I  do  not  exactly  comprehend  you.  How  would  the  military  law 
reach  it  ? 

Question.  Excuse  me;  I  am  not  on  the  stand.  I  do  not  want  to  get  iuto  a  contro- 
versy with  you  on  this  matter  ;  I  merely  want  your  opinion  whether  iu  those  counties 
the  civil  law  would  reach  such  cases  ? 

Ansicer.  Much  more  eft'ectually,  and,  iu  my  opiuion,  much  more  justly,  thau  the  mili- 
tary law,  because  military  law  is  always  accompanied  by  despotic  powers*. 
•  Question.  It  is  your  opiuion  I  want. 

Answer.  I  think  that  every  witness  who  would  go  before  a  military  tribunal  would 
go  before  a  civU  tribunal.  The  State  had  jjower  to  except  to  jurors  absolutely  and  for 
cause. 

Question.  Do  you  think,  if  the  murderers  of  Outlaw  had  been  arrested,  the  members 
of  the  band  wliicli  committed  that  murder  would  not  have  protected  aud  defended 
each  other  in  any  trial  that  would  have  occurred  iu  that  couuty  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  a  very  natural  conclusion. 

Question.  That  they  would  f  Do  you  not  think  that  the  state  of  terror  and  appre- 
hension, consequent  upon  the  outrages  of  that  band,  was  as  great  among  the  people  of 
that  county  as  that  caused  by  the  apprehension  of  a  military  commission  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  so? 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  you  speak  of  the  people  generally  ? 

Question.  I  am  spcsaking  of  the  class  of  people  visited  by  those  outrages.    . 

Answer.  I  have  every  evidence  that  there  was  a  kind,  good  feeling  between  the 
whites  and  the  blacks  ;  between  the  laborers  aud  their  employers  in  tliat  county ;  and 
Avhen  you  read  the  evidence  which  I  have  read  in  this  impeachment  matter  you  wiU 
find  that  the;  witnesses  so  state. 

Question.  Do  you  give  it  as  your  o]iinion  that  the  colored  iieople  of  Orange  and  Ala- 
manc(;  Counties,  or  the  people  known  as  Union  peoi)le,  liad  no  ground  of  apprehension 
of  personal  violence  from  these  organized  bauds  oi!  Ku-Klux  iu  those  counties  ' 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  say  that,  ily  impression  is  that  they  had,  because  they 
operated  in  particular  localities,  aud  I  supi)ose  they  could  not  tell  when  a  Ku-Klux 
S(|nad  would  conu;  among  them  anymore  than  I  could  tell  when  I  was  to  be  tried  by 
military  court-martial;  therefore  I  had  a  fear  aud  apprehension  arising  from  that 
threat,  aud  they  had  a  like  fear,  I  suppose. 

Quexlion.  You  thiuk  the  fear  and  aiiprehcnsion  arising  from  siich  cases  as  that  of 
Outlaw  was  uot  so  great  as  that  caused  by  the  apprehension  of  a  trial  by  court-martial? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  by  no  means.  There  were  three  cases  of  homicide  in  the  counties 
of  Orange,  Caswell,  aud  Alamance  ;  I  know  imthing  of  them  except  what  was  com- 
monly reported.  There  was  tlie  case  of  Outlaw,  which,  I  think,  was  a  very  great  out- 
rage. Then  there  was  the  case  of  a  man  named  Turyear,  which  was  rather  a  luysteri- 
ous  case.  He  was  found  some  time  after  being  missed,  in  the  water.  Then  there  was 
the  case  of  Stevens,  iu  Caswell,  which  is  a  most  extraordinarily  mysterious  ease  ;  tho 
most  mysterious,  to  me,  that  I  ever  read  of. 

By  Sir.  Bay.vj?d  : 

Question.  As  mysterious  as  the  Natluiu  case  iu  New  York  ? 

Answer.  Vastly  more  so.  I  have  paid  i)articular  attention  to  every  report  on  thesub- 
ject ;  I  have  ma\le  particular  incpiiries  of  geiillenienof  high  integrity  from  the  couuty. 
It  is  a  profound  mystery.  The  conclusion  I  have  come  to  is  that  he  was  not  killed  iu 
cousequeucc  of  his  politics. 

By  the  CiiAiinivx : 

Question.  You  have  referred  to  reading  the  Executive  Document  of  the  Senate,  _No. 
16,  containing  the  President's  message  to  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  this  investiga- 
tion. Have  you  read  th'j  form  of  oath  said  to  have  been  takeu  by  the  members  of  tho 
Ku-Klux  order  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  read  that  since  yesterday. 

Question.  Taking  that  oath  to  have  been  established  by  the  testimony,  do  you  think 
that  in  a  case  wlu-re  a  member  of  that  organization  was  on  trial  he  would  be  acquitted 
if  members  of  liis  oiilcr  were  on  the  jury  or  iu  the  witness  box  ? 

Answer.  I  think,  from  my  knowledge  of  human  nature,  that  they  would  lie  strongly 
inclined  to  forgit  their  oath  iu  the  jury  box,  and  adhere  to  that  of  their  order. 

Question.  If  it  is  true  that  there  were  six  or  seven  hundred  members  of  that  order  in 
the  county,  do  you  believe  that  life  aud  i^roperty  is  secure  in  that  county,  or  that 
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TVTongs  committed  there  by  members  of  tlie  order  would  be  redressed  in  the  civil  courts 
then-  ? 

lAnncer.  I  do,  but  only  by  removing  the  triuls  to  another  county.  This  is  a  very  com- 
mon thing — a  practice  we  have  j)ursued  in  North  Carolina  ever  since  I  have  been  at 
the  bar. 

Question.  Assuming  the  oath  and  the  obligation  as  stated  in  the  evidence  to  be  true, 
■\Touhl  the  officers  of  the  law,  who  undertook  to  remove  the  case  for  trial  to  another 
county,  be  safi'  from  the  vengeance  of  the  order  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  so.  It  is  always  done  by  the  prosecuting  officer;  generally  upon 
his  statement,  without  oath,  upou  honor,  that  he  does  not  believe  the  State  can  luive  a 
fair  trial  in  such  comity.  Thereupon  the  case  is  removed  to  some  county  where  it  can 
be  tried  fairly,  or  removed  again. 

Qiieslion.  Tk)  you  believe  the  witnesses  could  with  safety  follow  the  case  from  one 
county  to  another  ? 

Awnver.  I  do. 

By  ilr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  a  case  of  resistance  to  any  precept  of  a  civil  magistrate 
during  the  last  two  years? 

Avsicer.  Never. 

Qiiesiioii.  Or  of  interference  with  the  service  of  subpoenas,  or  iirocesses  of  any  kind? 

Atisiver.  Never  have  known  a  case.  I  may  have  heard  of  resistance  to  some  arrest  of 
drunken  men  in  the  streets  of  Raleigh. 

Qiiesiion.  Those  are  police  cases  ? 

Aiisiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Qitcntii)}!.  I  speak  of  those  counties  where  these  outrages  are  said  to  exist ;  can  the 
officers  of  the  law  execute  processes  freely  and  without  resistance  '? 

Avmrtr.  1  am  perfect! j'  satisfied  they  can. 

Qiiisliou.  A  ([uestiouwas  asked  in  ix-spect  of  your  political  affiliations;  will  you  state 
what  was  your  relation,  politically,  to  the  question  of  secession  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  opposed  to  secession.  I  will  go  further  back.  I  was  opposed  to  nulli- 
fication, for  I  lived  in  those  days.  I  wrote  against  it,  and,  whenever  I  had  occasion, 
.spoke  against  it.  I  was  as  much  opposed  to  secession  as  any  man  in  the  United  States 
of  America  ;  and  I  never  saw  th«!  <lay,  notwithstanding  I  had  a  son  in  the  confederate 
army,  when  I  rejoiced  at  a  triiuuph  of  the  confederate  army. 

Question,  ^^'ere  you  a  Union  man  throoghoiit  the  war? 

A)i8irer.  I  Avas;  and  sometimes  was  threatened  to  be  sent  to  the  Libby  prison. 

Question.  At  the  close  of  the  Avar  did  you  meet  the  United  States  Army  ? 

Ansiver.  1  did. 

Question.  With  what  sentiments  did  yon  meet  it  ? 

Ansiver.  With  kindness.  And  I  may  tell  something  perhaps  Avhich  will  exhibit  my 
feeling  in  that  regard.  When  I  first  saw  the  United  States  tlag  floating  from  the  i^alace 
of  the  governor,  I  rode  half  a  mile  to  salute  it ;  such  were  my  feelings. 

Question.  Have  you  sought  to  cooiierate  efficiently  with  the  restoration  of  your  State 
to  her  former  Federal  relations? 

Ansiver.  I  have.  I  have  not  been  in  favor  of  some  of  the  constitutional  amendments, 
because  I  thought  they  would  lead  ultiuuitely  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Govcrninent  of 
the  United  States  by  the  concentration  and  consolidation  of  jjowers  which  could  be 
exercised  projierly  by  the  States  only. 

Question.  Did  yuu  take  anj-  personal  part,  in  the  annulling  of  the  ordinance  of  seces- 
sion ? 

Ansiver.  I  did.  I  was  in  the  convention  called  by  President  Johnson  which  sat  in 
18G5  and  1866.  I  drew  the  ordinance  declaring  void  from  the  beginning,  and  of  no 
force  at  any  time  whatever,  the  ordinance  of  secession,  in  which  I  ditfered  from  some 
of  my  associates  who  wanted  to  repeal  it.  I  refused  to  have  it  rejKcdcd  at  all,  maintaiu- 
iug  tliat  it  never  had  any  force  or  efi'ect. 

Question.  Were  your  views  adojited  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  ordinance  was  adopted  in  the  very  words  in  which  I  Avrotc  it. 

Question.  That  was  declaring  the  attempted  secession  void  itb  initio  '? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  that  the  union  of  the  States  remained  precisely  as  it  was 
before. 

Question.  Is  the  general  sentiment  of  yottr  State,  in  your  oi^inion.  friendly  to  the 
restoration  and  permauence  of  North  Carolina  as  a  member  of  the  Federal  Union  ? 

Ansiver.  Nothing  is  more  desired.  Industrial  pursuits  now  are  beginning  to  thriA^e, 
and  there  ha.s  been  a  considerable  improvement,  as  I  stated  on  yesterday,  in  my 
opinion,  in  respect  to  the  honesty  of  the  colored  i)opulation.  I  remember  A'cry  well 
during  the  last  Avinter  that  Ave  had  very  little  pork  brought  from  the  country  to 
Raleigh.  North  Carolina  had  been  a  great  hog-raising  State.  During  the  present 
Avinter  a  considerable  quantity  of  pork  has  been  brought  into  Raleigh,  shov.ing  that 
honesty  among  the  colored  population  is  increasing.    On  inquiry  among  my  kindred 
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and  friends,  who  are  scattered  throiigli  a  great  many  counties,  I  am  satisfied  that  there 
is  now  much  less  loss  of  hogs  and  cattle  than  there  was  a  year  ago. 

QitesMon.  Do  you  believe  there  is  any  feeling  of  disaflfection  toward  the  Governmeot 
of  the  United  States  in  your  State  ;  I  do  not  mean  individual  cases,  but  anything  like 
a  public  sentiment  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  is  no  such  sentiment. 

Qi(€stion.  Ajiv  disposition  to  organize  an  obstruction  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  ? 

Ansiver.  No  more  than  there  is  in  this  District,  according  to  my  judgment.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  in  the  power  of  fifty  men  in  North  Carolina,  of  the  greatest  eminence,  to  get 
Tip  anything  like  a  rebellion  or  insurrection  called  treason. 

Question.  Under  any  circumstances? 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  could  produce  any  such  impression. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  that  there  are  fifty  such  men  who  desire  it  ? 

Ansirer.  I  do  not  think  there  is  one  of  any  eminence. 

Question.  What  was  the  debt  of  North  Carolina  at  the  close  of  the  war? 

Ansiccr.  It  was  $14,000,000  or  $15,000,000.  I  had  occasion  during  the  war  to  cast  it 
up,  as  an  official  duty.  , 

Question.  ^Yas  any  portion  of  the  debt  voided  by  the  action  of  the  United  States 
Goverrrment  ? 

Avswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  what  you  mny  term  the  Itonafide  debt  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  about  80,000,000  added  to  it.  I  think,  by  the  issue  of 
bonds  by  the  State,  which  were  evidently  issued  for  war  purposes. 

Question.  Tliose  were  Aoided  by  the  State  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Therefore  the  debt  standing  at  the  time  of  the  inauguration  of  a  civil  gov- 
ernment of  North  Carolina  under  the  United  States  authority  was  about  §14,000,000 
or  wlojOflO.OOO  ? 

Answir.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  what  amount  has  that  debt  been  increased? 

Answer.  To  about  $:^.^),000,000,  I  think. 

Question    How  was  that  increase  made? 

Answer.  Under  the  pretended  purpose  of  advancing  internal  improvements,  and  it 
was  iirincii)aily  Ijrouglit  about  by  persons  who  were  not  citizens  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  but  who  had  a  vaiit  influence,  by  having  had  positions  as  officers  of  the  United 
States  Army. 

Question.  What  were  the  names  of  the  chief  managers  ? 

Answer.  GeiuTal  Littlefield  was  the  principal  man. 

Question.  Wiiat  attitude  did  Governor  Huldeu  occupy  in  regard  to  the  creation  of 
this  additional  debt  ? 

AnsH-er.  He  made  no  opposition  to  it,  and  I  regretted  it  exceedingly,  because  there 
is  no  one  I  know  tliat  feels  m<u-e  decjtly  than  I  do  the  degradation  of  the  public  faith  of 
North  Carolina.  I  remember  very  well  the  degradation  to  wliioh  Mississippi  sank  in 
consequence  of  the  ri'pudiation  of  its  debt,  and  tliere  was  not  a  man  in  North  Carolina 
tliat  would  have  assented,  at  that  time,  to  any  such  degradation  on  the  part  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina.  To  pay  all  the  public  debt  that  is  now  in  existence,  created 
by  these  bonds,  amounting  to  some  !?25,000,000,  would  take  one-fifth  or  one-sixth  of  all 
the  real  estate  of  North  Carolina,  at  its  present  tax  value. 

Quealion.  What  was  the  political  complexion  of  the  legislature  that  approved  of  this 
issue  of  bonds  ,' 

Answer.  It  was  decidedly  radical  or  republican. 

Question.  Tliat  political  organization  controlled  the  legislature  ? 

Ansiver.  Entirely  ;  the  league  organization  controlled  it. 

Question.  Tlie  Union  League? 

Answer.  TIu>  Union  League,  so  called,  completely  controlled  it. 

Question.  Did  or  did  not  these  leagues  embrace  the  bulk  of  the  colored  people  of  the 
State  ? 

Answer.  Almost  all  of  them. 

Question.  Were  not  th(>  leagues  chiefly  composed  of  colored  people? 

Anxu-er.  Yes,  sir;  we  have  about  60,000  colored  voters  and  about  110,000  white  voters 
in  the  State. 

Question.  You  believe  the  colored  voters  were  generally  combined  in  these  leagues  ? 

AtiKU-er.  Almost  universally.  So  strong  at  that  time  was  the  feeling,  that  I  remember 
an  instance  of  one  colored  man,  in  the  county  of  Wilson,  who  was  wlii])ped  by  two  of 
the  league  negroes  for  voting  the  conservative  ticket.  They  were  tried  for  the  ofl'ense, 
convicted,  and  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprisonment  by  Judge  Thomas,  who  was 
elected  by  the  radical  party,  and  they  were  pardoned  by  (iovernor  lloldeu.  At  whose 
fcolicitation  they  were  pardoned  I  know  not;  there  may  have  been  very  good  reasons 
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for  the  pardon  ;  I  only  state  the  fact.    Nevertheless,  it  went  out  as  a  public  example, 
and  had  a  very  injurious  eSect  in  my  opinion. 

Question.  Did  it  have  the  etfeet  to  lead  tho  colored  men  to  think  that  acts  of  that 
kind  might  he  perpetrated  with  impunity  ? 

Ansiccr.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  Owing  to  the  idle  condition  of  the  colored  people  and  their  consequent  want, 
and  then  the  perpetration  of  these  olieuses  against  property,  do  you  believe  that.those 
offenses  were  increased  by  the  supposed  iujpuuity  owing  to  Governor  Ilolden's  pardons  ? 

Jnsicer.  Well,  sir,  I  would  not  go  as  far  as  to  say  that ;  I  do  not  know  that  Governor 
Holdeu  was  in  the  habit  of  pardoning  colored  persons  who  were  convicted ;  but  I  speak 
of  this  as  an  instance  which  I  thought  had  a  very  unhappy  etfeet  upon  the  community. 
I  do  not  know  that  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  pardoning  thieves  because  they  were 
colored  people.  I  have  frequently  heard  him  accused  of  it,  but  it  may  he  an  unjust 
accusation. 

Q^itestion.  Was  that  the  general  tone  of  the  leagues  toward  those  colored  i>eople  who 
did  not  follow  their  lead — that  of  intimidation  and  punishment  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was  so;  it  was  a  frowning  upon  them  in  such  manner  as  to  create  terror. 

Question.  Did  it  destroy  their  independence  of  action? 

Ansicer.  Entirely  destroyed  their  independence. 

Question.  That  was  throughout  the  State? 

Ansiver.  That  was  throughout  the  State,  so  far  as  I  know.  I  have  verj-  frequently 
stated  myself,  and  I  will  use  the  same  expression  now,  that  they  were  very  much  like 
a  flock  of  sheep,  which  alvtays  follow  the  bell-wether,  whether  he  junq^s  over  a  fence  or 
leaps  into  a  pit. 

Question.  Who  first  organized  the  leagues  ? 

Ansuer.  I  cannot  tell  you  ;  they  seemed  to  spring  up  at  once  like  a  nmshroom — rose 
right  out  of  the  state  of  ali'airs,  and  Governor  Holden  was  the  head  president. 

Question.  The  president  of  the  central  organization  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  controlled  it  ? 

Ansieer.  I  suppose  he  did. 

Question.  Was  the  effect  of  this  organization  to  draw  the  colored  people  away  from 
their  lal)or  at  improper  times  ? 

Answer.  It  was,  and  to  diminish  their  wages.  It  made  them  thriftless  in  many  cases. 
A  man  could  hardly  get  a  laborer  in  many  erases,  when  he  lived  near  a  town  where  these 
constant  assemblages  took  place.  They  became  quieted  down,  however,  in  course  of 
time.  I  believe  Governor  Holden  for  some  time  past  has  withdrawn  from  the  league ; 
at  least,  as  an  officer.    I  do  not  know  whether  he  still  belongs  to  it  or  not. 

Question.  In  the  distribution  of  ofticers  throughout  the  State,  was  or  was  not  the  sole 
appointing  power  in  Governor  Holden  ? 

Answer.  Generally  for  a  time  it  was,  and  I  was  sorry  to  see  it  announced  Ijy  him  that 
he  woiild  not  appoint  any  pei-son  to  any  office  unless  he  belonged  to  their  party. 

Question.  He  was  a  strict  partisan  in  his  appointments? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  result  of  it  was  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  gentlemen  of 
North  Carolina  who  had  been  in  office  in  former  times,  who  had  taken  just  such  a  part 
in  the  rebellion,  against  their  will  and  wisL:-s,  as  to  make  them  obnoxious  to  the  provis- 
ions for  reconstruction,  were  kept  out  of  office.  There  is  nothing,  in  my  opinion,  that 
tends  more  to  the  security  of  life  and  property  than  the  respectability  of  subordinate 
magistrates.  Our  justices  of  the  peace  are  peace  officers.  A  great  many  of  the  new 
appointments  were  of  men  of  known  Ijad  character,  men  convicted  of  theft,  or  accused 
and  believed  to  have  been  guilty  of  theft,  and  men  who  could  not  read  or  write. 
Why,  sir,  precepts  have  been  brought  to  me  issued  by  justices  who  were  not  able  to 
sign  their  names,  but  who  made  their  mark.  Justices  who  tried  inq)ortant  cases,  in- 
volving misdemeanors  for  which  the  parties  might  be  sent  to  jail,  could  not  write,  and 
had  to  make  their  mark  for  their  signature. 
By  the  Chairjiax: 

Question.  Are  these  magistrates  elected  or  appointed? 

Ansicer.  A  great  many  of  them  were  appointed. 
By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Appointed  by  Governor  Holden? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  appointed  l)y  hnn.  And  the  system  of  electing  these  men  to  office 
is  now  such  as  to  entirely  destroy  all  confidence  in  many  localities,  for  the  leagues  are 
so  united  that  they  will  elect  colored  ignorant  men. 

Question.  Were  any  colored  people  appointed  to  such  positions? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  many.  In  very  many  of  the  townships  you  will  find  colored  men 
and  white  men  together  acting  as  magistrates. 

Question.  That  is  under  Governor  Holden's  system  of  appointment  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  are  elected  too.  The  administration  of  justice  before  justices 
of  the  peace  has  become  contemptible,  and  that  is  one  great  source  of  demoralization 
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in  the  State.  Nothiug  conduces  more  to  order,  decency,  and  propriety  in  society,  than 
to  have  gentlemen  for  magistrates;  gentlemen,  I  mean,  in  the  trne  sense  of  the  term. 

Question.  What  disabilities  prevent  the  appointment  of  a  proper  class  of  jjersons  to 
whom  the  cominnuitj'  were  accustomed  to  look  with  confidence  ? 

Ahsiver.  Well,  a  great  many  had  served  in  the  Army,  or  had  sent  clothing  to  the 
soldiers,  and  in  that  indirect  way  were  excluded  from  office.  Let  me  refer  to  my  own 
case.  Notwithstanding,  as  I  stated  a  little  while  ago,  I  never  saw  the  day  daring  the 
war  when  I  desired  a  separation  of  the  States  from  the  Union,  yet,  when  I  came  to 
look  at  my  position  after  the  war  was  over,  I  did  not  think  I  could  take  the  test  oath 
with  propriety.  I  consulted  Judge  Chase  about  it,  and  he  told  me  he  thought  I  could. 
I  told  him  I  had  scruples  about  it. 

Question.  You  knew  Governor  Holden  personally  during  the  last  twelve  years  ? 

Ansn-cr.  I  have  known  him  ever  since  1840. 

Question.  What  was  his  course  during  the  war  ?  What  position  did  he  occupv  po- 
litically ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  he  was  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  conA'ention  at  Charleston  in 
1860,  and  I  believe  he  was  in  favor  of  Douglas  for  President.  Then,  after  South  Caro- 
lina had  undei-taken  to  withdraw  from  the  Union,  North  Carolina  was  determined  to 
remain  in  if  she  could  have  Virginia  to  stand  by  her.  But  Tennessee  and  Virginia 
withdrew  from  the  Union,  leaving  North  Carolina  surrounded  by  confederate  States. 
Then  a  great  many  of  our  people  thought  the  only  safc^ty  for  the  State  from  being 
overrun  by  her  own  southern  jicople  was  to  go  with  tiie  rest  of  the  confederacy.  A 
convention  was  voted  for  in  the  spring  of  18(>1  to  decide  that  question.  Governor 
Holden  was  a  candidate,  and  was  elected  to  the  convention.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
signed  the  ordinance  of  secession. 

Question.  Was  he  an  advocate  for  it  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  satisfied  he  was  not  at  that  time,  any  more  than  Mr.  Badger. 
They  were  both  elected  on  a  ticket  in  opposition  to  what  was  called  the  secession 
ticket. 

Question.  But  he  signed  the  ordinance  ?  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Dtiring  the  war  did  he  actively  participate  upon  the  coiifederate  side  ? 

Answer.  Plis  paper  advocated  the  confederate  side,  and  in  it  were  found  many  such 
expressions  as  that  ''  we  must  devote  the  last  man  and  the  last  dollar  to  the  cause." 
But  he  was  not  at  heart  during  a  large  portion  of  the  time  ilevoted  to  the  war.  In 
1863,  and  perhaps  before,  he  was  very  anxious  to  return  to  the  Union.  I  know  that 
fact,  because  I  was  often  in  his  ollice.  He  and  I  were  on  familiar  terms,  and  our  o])in- 
ions  Avere  very  nnich  alike  in  respect  to  that.  We  were  both  very  anxious  indeed  to 
have  the  Union  restored.  I  wrote  for  his  paper  sometimes.  It  was  in  cous(Miuence  of 
some  articles  which  lie  wrote  and  published  that  his  office  was  mobbed  by  Georgia 
troops  going  down  South. 

Question.  Were  his  disabilities  removed  after  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  were.  The  act  of  Congi'ess  will  show.  His  paper,  for  twenty 
Tears  or  more,  was  constantly  advocating  the  right  of  the  States  to  secede,  and  I  can 
say  tliat  his  position  as  an  eilitor,  for  he  writes  very  well  and  strongly,  did  more  to 
prepare  the  public  mind  in  North  Carolina  for  secession  than  any  other  paper  that 
was  ever  published  in  the  State. 

Question.  You  say  that  bonds  to  the  amount  of  about  $20,000,000  were  issued  during 
the  provisional  government  of  (iovernor  Holden  and  up  to  1868  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  about  S-25,000,()U0,  before  and  sliortly  after. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  v.alue  accrued  to  the  State  from  that  increase  of  debt  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  with  precision,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  has  been  benefited  to 
the  amount  of  a  8l,o"oO,(tOO.  1  saw  a  statement  the  other  day  that  not  more  than 
§.")00,000  had  been  realized. 

Question.  When'  did  the  money  go  ?     Who  got  it  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,/tliere  were  so  many  i)ersons  who  got  it  that  I  could  not  specify 
them.  Tliere  was  an  investigation  connnittee  appointed  during  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature,  not  the  luesent.aiid  they  traced  many  of  these  lionds  to  very  many  per- 
sons; a  very  larg<!  number  to  General  Littlefield;  a  large  number  to  one  Swepson,  who 
was  a  resident  of  Nortli  Carolina,  and  a  considerable  number  to  Timothy  Lee,  who  was 
then  and  is  now  sherilf  of  Wake  County,  and  who  owes  his  election  altogether  to  the 
leaLCue  vote.  A  considerable  number  of  lliem  went  to  our  own  citizens;  perhaps  a 
larger  number  to  Littlelield  and  Swejisoii  than  to  any  other  persons;  Littlefield  and 
Swepson  have  been  indicted.  TIk^  latter  was  residing  in  the  State  of  Maryland  and 
was  demanded.  He  came  to  North  Carolina  and  surrendered  himself.  Governor 
Caldwell  lias  undcTtaken  to  bring  Littlefield  from  Florida,  where  he  is  now  staying, 
but  the  governor  of  that  States  has  refused  to  surrender  him. 

Question.  Mr.  Swepson  has  been  apprehended  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  is  under  indictment  now  ? 
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Anstver.  Yes,  sir:  not  to  lie  tried  till  next  June. 

Question.  What  ellect  upon  the  minds  of  yonr  citizens  had  the  creation  of  this  vast 
debt  and  this  sqnandcring  of  the  jniblic  credit "? 
Answer.  It  produced  a  very  general  indignation  against  its  anthors. 
Qucilloii.  Did  it  produce  very  -widespread  dissatisfaction  ? 
Answer.  Oh,  yes. 

Qitcsiion.  Was  that  confined  to  any  political  party? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  it  is  not  now.  Since  I  came  here  a  new  article  of  impeachment  has 
been  added  in  regard  to  these  bonds.  It  was  voted  for  very  generally  by  both  parties 
in  the  house  of  representatives. 

Question.  Has  it  become  an  article  by  the  action  of  both  houses  ? 
Answer.  I  nnderstand  so. 

Questinn.  Is  that  an  imiieachment  of  Governor  Holden  for  the  criminal  issue  of  these 
■  bonds  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  for  many  other  causes.  I  do  not  think  that  Governor  Holden 
ever  participated  actually  in  the  frauds. 

Question.  Do  you  think  lie  was  personally  aggrandized? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  was.  I  think  his  very  great  fault  was,  standing  by  and 
seeing  ruin  to  the  State,  whenjie  could  and  should  have  prevented  it. 

Qnesiioii.  Do  you  think  the  eflect  has  been  to  bring  financial  ruin  to  the  State? 
Ansirer.  I  do.  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  avoid  it.    There  is  no  one  who  would 
more  object  to  North  Carolina  being  called  a  repudiating  State  than  myself,  but  I  do 
not  seehow  she  can  pay  this  debt. 
Question.  You  do  not  see  how  she  can  actually  meet  it? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  this  condition  of  affairs,  this  insolvency  in  the  State  affect  the  political 
canvass  last  fall  ? 

Ansicer.  No  doubt  about  it. 

Question.  Was  that  the  leading  issue  in  the  last  canvass  ? 

A)iswer.  I  think  that,  connected  also  with  the  question  in  regard  to  the  constitution, 
(which  is  impractical  in  its  operation  in  the  State,  and  produces  more  confusion  than 
anything  else  I  have  known.)  I  think  those  two  were  the  great  leatliug  issues  in  the 
outset  of  tlie  canvass.    The  exercise  of  militaiy  despotism  added  one  more. 

Question.  How  was  it  in  regard  to  the  outrages  by  disgnisefl  men  ?  Did  they  form 
an  issue  between  the  parties?  Did  they  have'the  effect  of  placing  one  party  on  one 
side  and  one  on  the  other  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  no,  sir  ;  no  person  has  ever  advocated  publicly,  so  far  as  I  have  heard, 
the  violations  by  the  Kn-Klux  organization.  No  man  in  North  Carolina  dares  to  rise 
before  the  people  and  advocate  a  thing  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Then  did  the  first  issue  touch  the  question  of  force  when  Governor  Holden 
Ijroclaimed  these  counties  in  insurrection? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  Indeed,  in  the  course  of  my  reading  this  morning,  I  saw  it  stated 
that  a  popular  uprising  was  threatened — that  a  rebellion  or  insurrection  would  ensue, 
provided  Governor  Holden  undertook  to  enforce  the  law  by  his  militia.  I  say  the  peo- 
ple of  North  Carolina,  though  agitated,  were  quiet  and  subdued.  I  have  never  seen  a 
people  more  entirely  submissive  to  what  was  both  wrong  and  tyrannical. 

Qutstion.  Do  you  know  the  fact  that  there  was  a  body'of  negro  military  in  Chatham 
County,  some  six  hundred  of  them,  organized  by  Governor  Holden? 
Ansicer,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Kirk  personally,  or  have  you  seen  him  ? 
Answer.  I  never  saw  him  but  once,  and  that  was  just  before  he  left  the  State. 
Question.  Do  you  know  what  his  general  reputation  is? 

Answer.  His  general  reputation  was  tliat  of  a  brutal  soi-t  of  a  man  in  his  conduct 
toward  gentlemen.  That  came  to  my  knowledge  through  his  reported  action  ni  North 
Carolina. 

Question.  Had  he  been  a  man  connected  with  guerrila  oiierations  dimng  the  war  on 
either  or  both  sides  ? 
Ansirer.  I  cannot  say. 
Question.  Can  yoTi  speak  as  to  his  repute? 

Answer.  All  I  know  about  that  has  been  derived  from  reading  the  report  of  the  im- 
peachment trial.  There  have  been  four  witnesses  who  spoke  of  his  character,  who 
came  from  Tennessee ;  one  by  the  name  of  Cocke,  a  former  representative  in  Congress 
from  Tennessee,  and  another  by  the  name  of  Reeves,  from  Tennessee.-  Their  testimony 
is  contained  in  this  pamphlet,  (Impeachment  Trial,  page  iJ65,  and  <raward.) 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  present  constitution  of  North  Carolina  being  in  some 
respects  impracticable  in  your  country;  state  what  general  provisions  of  it  render  it 
unsatistiictory  to  your  people. 

Answer.  It  has  npturned  completely  our  judicial  system  ;  it  has  innovated  upon  it  in 
almost  all  practical  respects— made  our  government  expensive  and  cumbrous.     It  wa.s 
framed  for  the  purpose  of  the  introduction  of  a  particular  code,  and  the  conveniion 
14 
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itself  appointed  the  code  commission,  and  that  code  commission  was  greatly  influeuced 
by  gentlemen  then  in  power,  who  had  recently  become  citizens  of  North  Carolina,  and 
had  none  of  the  sympathies  of  North  Carolinians  in  regard  to  their  laws  or  their  wel- 
fare ;  took  almost  an  exact  copy  of  the  code  of  New  Yurk  practice,  and  nudertook  to 
engraft  it  on  the  laws  of  North  Carolina.  Two  codes  of  law  could  not  well  be  more 
irreconcilable  than  these. 

Question.  Was  any  dissatisfaction  felt,  or  was  there  a  disposition  felt  to  change  the 
constitution  in  any  respect  atfecting  the  newly  acquired  rights  of  colored  i)eople  in  the 
recent  convention  1 

Ansiccr.  No,  sir. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  17, 1871. 

B^URTHOLOarEW  F.  Moore,  examination  continued. 
By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  in  regard  to  the  convention  to  revise  tbe  constitution  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  proposed  to  be  called  by  the  jieoiile  of  that  State.  In  your 
opinion  as  a  jurist,  is  the  act  of  the  legislature  lately  passed  for  that  purpose  constitu- 
tional aud  legal  f  What  is  its  object,  and  is  there  any  i)nrpose  to  atfect  the  liberties  of 
the  colored  jyeople  by  drawing  distinctions  between  the  races  not  now  tolerated,  or 
to  invade  their  rights  as  secnred  by  the  Constitittion  aud  laws  of  the  Uuited  States  f 

Answer.  I  have  lu'ard  and  am  acfpiainted  with  the  argununits  in  favor  of  the  bill  to 
allow  the  peoph;  to  call  a  convention,  and  those  against  it.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  bill 
is  not  calculated  nor  was  it  intended  to,  and  if  it  goes  into  etieet  will  not,  produce  any 
conllict  with  or  disrespect  of  the  Conslitutioii  or  laws  of  the  United  States  ;  but  its 
entire  scope  and  object  were  to  reform  some,  aud  some  only,  of  the  great  political  and 
civil  powers  of  the  State  government  which  had  been  introduced  in  1808,  amidst  times 
of  coufusiou,  through  the  overpowering  inlluence  of  men  from  other  States  who  were 
meud)ers  recently  discharged  Irom  the  Uniled  States  Army,  who  knew  nothing  of  and 
cared  not  for  the  long-established  usages  and  custouis  of  tlu^  people.  The  present  con- 
stitution is  a  nu'dley  of  confusiuns  and  contradictions  ;  it  is  utterly  subversive  of  oui' 
long-estalilished  judicial,  nmnicipal,  and  linaneial  systems. 

In  order  the  uu)re  clearly  to  show  the  strength  of  my  convictions  that  there  was 
nothing  criminal  intended  by  the  bill,  1  will  give  a  brief  syi.opsis  of  the  arguments  for 
aud  against  the  bill. 

Those  who  held  that  no  convention  couhl  be  calli'd  through  the  ])rovisi<)ns  of  the  bill, 
say — 1.  That  the  only  uu)de  by  which  a  (-(uivention  can  be  called  is  jirovided  by  the 
present  coustitutiou,  aud  that  the  nutde,  inovided  has  not  been  followed,  for  want  of 
a  two-thirds  vote  of  all  the  meudters  of  each  house  in  favor  of  the  bill.  2.  That  the 
present  State  constitution  was  submitted  to  Congress  aud  accepted  by  it;  aud,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  altered  in  any  other  nuxle  than  that  ])rescribed  in  it,  inasuiuch  as  there 
is  no  reservation  of  jjower  to  alter  th*-  constitution  than  by  the  mode  presented. 

Those  who  favor  the  plan  i)rovided  by  the  bill  say  that  the  mode  pro[)osed  is  not 
forbidden  by  the  constitution  of  the  State,  aud  that  the  mode  s')ecilied  in  the  constitution 
refers  only  to  amendments  maih'  through  the  legislature;  that  there  is  no  prohibi- 
tion in  the  coustitutiou  against  a  direct  vote  of  the  iieoplc  ui)on  the  (juestion  whether 
they  <lesire  a  convention;  that  a  provision  for  submitting  that  (pu-stion  directly  is  not 
proiiibited  by  the  constitution,  aud  therefore  is  not  in  conllict  with  that  instruuient. 
They  say  that  by  the  constitution  of  the  State  all  powers  are  declared  to  reside  with  the 
people  ;'that  Congress,  in  accepting  the  constitution,  did  not  intend  to  restrain  or  limit 
the  exercise  of  such  powirs,  pro\  ided  such  exercise  was  consistent  with  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  any  attempt  or  provision  by  one  convention 
to  prevent  a  free  expression  of  opinion  by  the  people  at  another  day  is  null  and  void, 
because  such  prohibition  is  beyond  the  powers  of  a  convention  ;  and  that,  while  it  may 
be  both  projier  and  constitutional  to  restrain  acti<ui  by  the  legislature  upon  the  subject, 
there  is  no  power  which  can  forever  shut  the  mouths  of  the  majority  of  the  people 
against  their  wish  to  alter  their  constitution  ;  that  if  this  were  so,  a  luw  State  with  a 
small  population,  framing  a  constitutHui  for  admission  into  the  Union,  aud  suitable 
to  its  tiu'u  condition,  might  l)e  forever  restrained  by  its  lirst  convention  from  a  change 
of  that  constitution,  unless  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  all  the  people,  or  all  the  members 
of  the  legislature;  and,  therefore,  they  say  that  a  majority  t>f  the  people  can,  in 
this  way,  be  no  nnue  forbidden  to  alter  their  tuudameutal  law  than  can  one  legis- 
lature forbid  another  to  repeal  a  mere  legislative  enactment;  and  they  say,  also,  that 
while  they  do  not  preteiul  to  provide  for  a  legislative  auuMuliueut  of  the  constitmlion, 
because  tiiat  is  forl)iddcu,  unless  in  a  certain  way,  still  they  uuiy  lawfully  ]irovide  the 
machinery  whereby  the  qualiiied  voters  of  the  State  uuiy  declare  their  will  ;  aud  the 
will  of  the  people  being  so  ascertained,  they — the  people — may  make  their  will  the 
law  of  the  laud,  and  abrogate  an  existing  law  which  they  dislike. 

Such  are  the  arguments. 
'    Without  expressiug  any  opinion  which  is  the  correct  view,  I  am  unable  to  perceive 
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in  either  the  one  or  the  other  any  criminal  purpose  to  impair  the  Constitution  or  laws 
of  the  United  States.    I  am  satisfied  that  there  exists  no  such  disloyal  purpose. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Premising  that  there  must  he  some  limit  to  our  examination,  and  to  the 
answers  also  in  this  case,  and  preferring-  facts  and  ojiinions  without  any  extended 
reasons  therefor,  I  will  ask  you  a  few  questions. 

Answe>:  The  reason  I  have  given  so  extended  an  answer  is  that  since  I  have  heen  here 
I  have  seen  in  a  leading  paper  in  this  city,  the  Daily  Chronicle,  the  insinuation  that  the 
whole  purpose  and  object  of  the  proposed  State  convention  in  North  Carolina  was  to 
beget  a  disloyal  and  insurrectionary  sentiment  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Question.  We  understand  that.  Having  answered  Mr.  Bayard's  question  by  stating 
how  desirable  it  is  that  the  constitution  of  North  Carolina  should  be  amended,  and 
your  belief  that  the  proposition  contains  no  criminal  intent  to  violate  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  will  you  now  give  your  answer  briefly  to  this  question :  Do  you  V)elicve 
that  under  the  constitution  of  North  Carolina  a  proposition  for  a  convention  to  alter 
that  constitution  can  be  submitted  by  anything  less  than  a  two-thirds  vote  of  each  house 
of  the  legislature  ? 

Anmrer.  The  reasons  which  I  have  offered  in  answer  to  the  question  of  Mr.  Bayard 
are  those  which  have  influenced  my  conviction  that  the  proposition  might  be  submitted 
to  the  people  by  less  than  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  legislature. 

Question.  Throwing  out  of  consideration  the  desirability  of  a  change  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  North  Carolina;  throwing  out  of  consideration,  also,  the  question  of  any  crim- 
inal intent  as  regards  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  looking  at  it  as  a  question 
under  the  constitution  of  the  State  as  that  constitution  now  stands,  do  you,  as  a  jurist, 
give  it  as  your  opinion  that  a  proposition  for  a  convention  may  be  submitted  by  any- 
thing less  than  a  two-thirds  vote  of  each  house  of  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  The  proposition  to  ascertain  the  will  of  the  people,  whether  they  will  have 
a  convention  or  not,  can  be  submitted  by  less  than  a  two-thirds  vote  ;  but  the  propo- 
sition to  amend  the  constitution  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  legislature  cannot 
be  made  by  less  than  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Question.  Do  you  believe,  then,  that  the  present  proposition,  as  now  submitted  by 
the  legislature,  is  within  the  constitutional  power  of  the  legislature? 

Answer.  I  have  not  been  able  to  see  any  decided  objection  against  it;  I  would  not 
myself  have  framed  such  a  bill ;  I  would  have  avoided  what  have  beeu  specious  ob- 
jections. 

Question.  In  the  course  of  your  examination  you  have  referred  to  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Eeeves  in  regard  to  the  character  of  Colonel  Kirk ;  did  not  Mr.  Keeves  state  that 
any  reputation  of  which  he  spoke  as  touching  the  character  of  Colonel  Kirk  was  the 
reputation  he  made  during  the  war,  and  while  he  was  in  the  Federal  service  ? 

Ansicer.  From  my  recollection  of  the  published  testimony,  I  think  he  did ;  I  did  not 
hear  the  testimony ;  all  I  know  about  it  is  from  reading  the  book  in  which  it  ia 
printed. 

Question.  Did  he  not  state  that  all  that  he  had  seen  of  his  behavior  was  that  of  a 
quiet  citizen,  and  that  he  knew  nothing  to  the  contrary  except  diuiug  the  time  when  he 
(Kirk)  was  in  the  military  service? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did. 

Question.  On  which  side  was  Mr.  Eeeves  during  the  war? 

Ansiva:  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  not  the  reputation  of  Colonel  Kirk,  of  which  Mr.  Cocke  and  Mr. 
Eeeves  spoke,  confined  to  the  character  he  acquired  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
as  a  military  officer? 

Answer.  I  forget  what  Mr.  Cocke  said  on  that  suljject;  Mr.  Cocke  resided  in  Jones- 
boro,  Washington  County,  East  Tennessee,  during  the  war,  I  think  ;  but  I  cau  say  this, 
that  I  know  nothing  of  the  character  of  Kirk  and  Bergen,  except  what  was  commonly 
reported  of  them  after  they  came  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Ealeigh. 

Question.  You  have  referred  to  the  testimony  given  on  the  impeachment  trial  of  Gov- 
ernor Holden  in  regard  to  the  character  of  Colonel  Kirk;  does  not  the  same  testimony 
say,  in  speaking  of  him  as  an  officer  in  the  Federal  service,  that  he  was  the  terror  of 
the  people  of  Middle  Tennessee? 

Answer.  I  think  it  does. 

Question.  As  an  officer  in  the  Federal  service  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Qnestion.  Is  not  that  the  reputation  referred  to  in  the  testimony  given  by  the  wit- 
nesses in  the  impeachment  trial  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  wish  to  say  this :  I  know  nothing  in  the  world  of  the  character 
of  these  men  before  they  came  to  Ealeigh,  except  through  the  examination  before  the 
impeachment  committee. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  from  the  reputation  borne  by  the  witnesses  who  testified  as 
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to  the  character  of  Kirk,  wbetlier  they  were  upon  the  Uuion  or  the  confederate  side 
diiriui;;  the  rchellion  ? 

Aiifiiver.  All  I  kuovr  about  that  is  what  I  derive  from  the  book  to  which  I  have 
referred. 

QueHllon.  AVliat  is  your  impression  ? 

AvHwer.  My  impression  is,  that  Mr.  Reeves  said  he  was  a  Uuion  man  until  Lin- 
coln's proclamation. 

Question.  Is  it  your  impression  that  he  was  in  the  confederate  service  ? 

Answer.  My  im]n-ession  is  that  he  said  he  was  in  the  confederate  service. 

Qitrsfion.  In  reiercnoe  to  the  fact  whether  in  some  of  the  counties  there  is  any 
obstruction  to  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  let  me  put  this  case  to  yon  :  If  a  colored 
man  should  he  whiypcd,  with  the  information  at  the  time  he  was  whipjied  that  it  was 
because  he  kept  a  colored  Snnday-school,  and  that  such  occupation  nmst  be  desisted 
from  ;  that  the  i)ersons  in  that  neij^hborhood  would  not  permit  it;  where  such  a  thiui; 
as  that  can  be  done  with  im])unity,  and  the;  perpetrators  not  be  broujiht  to  justice,  do 
yon  think  the  civil  law  is  suClicient  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property  there? 

Antfinr.  Such  an  act  would  not  only  be  regarded  as  an  outrage,  l)ut  tbe  very  act  of 
keeping  the  Sunday-schoid  would  be  regarded  as  charitable  and  laudal»le.  Que  of  my 
daught<'rs  attends  one  of  those  Sunday-schools  and  teaches  the  children. 

Question.  Where  a  white  man  tauglit  a  colored  school,  and  because  of  that  was  whipped 
and  compelled  to  leave  the  county,  and  the  perpetrators  of  that  otVense  could  not  be 
brought  to  justice,  would  you  think  that  the  civil  law  was  etiicient  in  such  a  coumm- 
nity  as  that  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property? 

Ansuer.  We  would  feci  highly  indignant  at  such  conduct  as  that. 

Que»tion.  That  is  another  matter. 

Answer.  You  will  pardon  me  for  expressing  my  feelings  at  such  a  thing. 

Question.  Certaiidy.  Well,  in  one  county  a  colored  man  named  Allen  was  taken  out 
of  his  luuise,  by  men  in  disguise,  and  scourged,  and  compelled  to  leave  the  place,  be- 
cause he  taught  a  colored  Sunday-school.  And  in  the  same  county,  a  white  man  by  the 
name  of  Corliss  was  taken  out  of  his  house  and  wln])ped,  because  he  taught  a  colored 
school.  What  is  tlu^  condition  of  all'aira  where  such  things  as  those  can  take  place, 
and  no  one  be  punished  for  tliem  ? 

Answer.  I  kncjw  nothing  about  those  things,  except  what  is  stated  iu  tbe  exaanna- 
tion,  which  I  believe  is  contained  in  the  book  before  you. 

Question.  Where  such  olVeuses  as  those  can  occur  in  any  county,  and  the  perpetrators 
not  be  brought  to  justice,  do  you  consider  the  civil  law  elticient  for  the  maintenance  of 
th(!  jinblic  ])cace  and  tlu;  preservaticui  of  life  and  properly  ? 

Answer.  Not,  if  it  was  ])recisely  as  you  state.  But  I  do  not  understand  that  to  be 
tbe  case  stated  in  the  book,  or  that  to  be;  tho  reason  given  why  be  became  odious.  Tbe 
colored  school-house  he  kept  was  not  l)urned. 

Question.  I  have  not  referred  to  a  colored  school-house  l)eing  burned. 

Answer.  Corliss  was  driven  from  the  State,  so  it  is  said,  because  of  his  introducing  in 
the  midst  of  a  church  where  white  ladies  were  sitting  a  colored  woman  or  a  colored 
man.  'I'iiat  was  the  ground  upon  which  i)ublic  indignation  was  excited  against  bim, 
as  1  understand  it. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Assuuiing  that  to  have  l)een  the  fact,  that  injury  was  done  his  person,  and 
the  act  was  uni)Uiiislie<l,  would  you  consider  the  civil  law  suiricieiit  to  protect  him  ? 

Answer.  1  shoidd  think  if  the  perjxitrator  of  the  act  was  inilicted  in  any  locality  iu 
which  I  have  practiced  he  would  certainly  be  convicted. 

By  Mr.  B.vYAnD : 

Question.  Have  yon  not  stated  that  there  was  complete  discretion  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecuting  officer,  in  case  he  doubted  the  sentiment  of  the  jury  in  tho  county 
where  the  act  was  conunitted,  to  move  the  case  to  another  county,  and  continue  to 
move  it  from  county  to  county  until  bo  could  secure  a  fair  public  trial  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Ciiaiijmax  : 

Question.  Yon  have  spoken  of  the  irritation  produced  by  the  test-oath  and  the  diflfi- 
cidty  of  getting  i)roper  persons  to  fdl  the  oflices  in  your  State  in  consecjuence  of  that 
requirement.  Are  the  State,  county,  and  township  officers  iu  North  Carolina  required 
to  take  the  test-oath? 

Answer.  I  am  pretty  well  satisfied  that  all  the  State  officers  of  North  Carolina  are 
re(|uired  to  take  the  test-oath. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  of  that  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  am.  I  know  it  was  so  at  one  time.  I  think  that  is  provided  by  the 
constitution. 

Question.  At  what  time  was  that  tho  case  t 
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Answci'.  I  will  look  at  some  books  I  Lave,  and  give  yon  a  definite  answer  at  some 
future  lime. 

[On  the  next  day,  the  witness  appeared  before  the  committee,  and  desired  to  have  the 
followinfj  added  to  his  answer  :] 

Ever  since  the  fourteenth  amendment  became  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  section  three  of  that  amendment  ])rohil)its  any  person  holding  a  civil  office 
under  a  State  "  who  may  have  previously  taken  an  oath  as  a  member  of  Congress,  or 
as  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  or  a  member  of  any  State  legislature,  or  as  an  exec- 
utive or  judicial  officer  of  any  State  to  support  the  constitution  thereof,  or  shall  have 
engaged  in  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the  United  States."  The  State  constitu- 
tion, article  6,  section  4,  requires  every  person  "  elected  or  appointed  a  legislative,  judi- 
cial, or  executive  officer  of  the  State,  Ijefore  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall 
swear  to  sTipport  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States."  Therefore,  if  any  person  was 
a  justice  of  the  peace  or  constable  previous  to  May,  18G1,  he  cannot  now  be  a  justicf 
of  the  peace  or  constable  unless  his  disabilities  are  removed,  for  he  took  an  oath  before 
the  war  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  is  therefore  incapacitated 
to  hold  office.  He  cannot  sui^i^ort  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  if  he 
accepts  office  in  violation  of  the  fourteenth  amendment ;  he  would  be  i)erjured  to  take 
it.     This  exjilains  what  1  mean  by  taking  the  test-oath. 

Question.  If  you  cannot  au8\ter  it  now,  we  will  proceed  with  other  inquiries. 

Ansuer.  My  impression  is  that  the  officers  of  the  State  are  obliged  to  take  the  test- 
oath. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Under  the  constitution  of  the  State  ? 

Ansivcr.  That  is  mj-  impression  ;  but  I  will  not  be  i^ositive  about  it.  The  voter  in 
North  Carolina  is  not  bound  to  take  the  test-oath. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  referred  to  the  fact  that  an  impression  prevailed  among  some  of 
the  colored  ])eople  that  pardons  could  be  easily  procured,  and,  therefore,  there  was,  on 
their  part,  a  sense  of  immunity  from  punishment,  and  you  spoke  of  the  case  of  a 
colored  man  in  the  county  of  Wilson  who  had  been  convicted  and  then  pardoned  by 
Governor  Holden. 

Answer.  There  were  two  of  them. 

Question.  That  statement  was  followed  by  the  interrogatory  whether  that  producer 
the  idea  among  the  colored  people  there  that  they  could  commit  crime  with  impunity. 
I  do  not  now  remember  the  exact  answer  you  gave  to  that  question.  But  I  will  put  a 
question  suggested  by  that.  I  think  you  have  already  stated  that  you  knew  of  no 
case  in  which  persons  who  had  committed  these  outrages  in  disguise  have  been  con- 
victed ? 

Ansver.  I  could  hardly  have  said  that,  because  I  know  that  three  or  four  of  them  are 
now  in  the  penitentiary. 

Question.  Colored  men  from  Alamance  County  ? 

Answer.  So  I  understood,  and  others. 

Question.  I  believe  you  stated  that  no  white  man  had  been  convicted  for  such  an  of- 
fense ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  personally  of  any  such  case. 

Question.  Has  not  that  fact  produced  the  conviction  that  those  crimes  can  be  com- 
mitted with  impunity  in  the  counties  where  the  organizations  exist? 

Answer.  It  is  very  likely  it  has;  I  can  only  judge  from  the  fact,  as  any  one  else  would. 

Question.  You  have  further  stated,  in  reference  to  the  origin  of  the  Union  Leagues, 
that  the  colored  men  left  their  employments  to  attend  the  meetings  at  improper  times. 
Is  there  not  a  feeling  of  indignation  or  exasperation  on  the  part  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  white  population  of  North  Carolina  that  the  colored  men  should  be  allowed  any 
political  rights  at  all  ? 

Ansnxr.  There  has  been  a  very  decided  opposition  to  it.  I  can  recollect  very  well 
when  I — and  I  was  among  the  first  to  do  so — biought  forward  a  proposition  to  allow  a 
colored  man  to  testify  against  a  white  man.  There  was  a  very  strong  feeling  of  indig- 
nation against  it  and  against  me  ;  I  perseven-l,  however.  There  are  some  very  prom- 
inent men,  who  are  now  the  very  warmest  republicans,  who  opposed  me  and  defeated 
me  in  an  election  to  the  legislature  in  consequence  of  it. 

Question.  It  is  the  state  of  public  feeling  I  wish  to  ascertain.  Is  there  not  now  a 
feeling  very  prevalent  among  the  white  ])opulation  of  North  Carolina,  that  the  exercise 
of  political  privileges  by  the  black  man  is  an  assumption  on  his  part,  and  one  they 
would  be  very  glad  to  have  him  deprived  of  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  it  is  an  assumption  on  his  part.  The  feeling  is  this:  that  the 
black  man  is  ignorant,  and  therefore  unqualified  to  vote  with  intelligence.  That  is  the 
ground,  and  that  is  my  only  gi'ound.  I  would  except  both  races  alike  who  could  not 
understand  the  Constitution  of  their  country.  But  that  feeling  is  dying  out  very  rap- 
idly. 
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Que><1ion.  Do  not  the  very  persons  who  justify  or  seek  to  apologize  for  tbo  ontrages 
coimuitted  by  the  Ku-Klux,  do  so  upon  the  ground  that  tbe  eufrancbisemeutof  the  col- 
ored race  Mas  a  wrong  inflicted  Tipon  the  white  people  of  North  Carolina? 

Ansner.  No,  sir;  the  ground  upon  which  they  base  the  action  of  what  they  call  the 
Ku-Klux  is  the  fact  that  outrages  were  first  committed  by  the  colored  population. 

Q^ucfiiion.  HaA'e  you  known  any  instance  in  which  the  colored  population  have  com- 
mitted any  wrong,  wheie  there  has  been  any  difficulty  in  court  in  convictnig  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  famous  iustauce  occurred  just  before  I  left  home,  where  some 
eight  or  ten  negroes  were  indicted  for  having  gone  in  a  band  and  burned  several 
houses  in  the  same  neighborhood,  in  the  upper  parr  of  Wake  County.  Tw  o  or  three  of 
them  fnrned  State's  witnesses;  the  others  were  tried,  and  were  on  trial  for  a  week. 
The  jury,  as  it  was  said,  and  reported  to  me  l)y  the  solicitor,  was  packed.  Altera  long 
trial,  there  was  no  conviction  ;  and  the  solicitor,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  justice 
against  these  burners,  removed  the  trial  of  the  others  (for  there  were  three  or  four  in- 
ilictments)  to  another  county. 

Question.  Removed  the  trial  from  Wake  County  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  occurred  during  the  mouth  of  January  last. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Is  it  a  very  unusual  thing  in  the  course  of  your  litigations  for  juries  to  dis- 
agree ? 
Answer.  Oh,  no  ;  juries  frequently  disagree. 

By  the  Ch.\ieman  :  - 

Question.  That  trial  was  in  the  county  in  which  you  live. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  in  the  city  of  Raleigh. 

Question.  Was  the  character  of  their  associates  in  the  crime  attacked  on  the  trial? 

Ansicer.  Only  upon  the  ground  of  their  having  been  associates. 

Question.  And  accomplices  in  the  crime? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  a  case  iu  which  any  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  have 
gone  into  court  to  testify  against  their  ikssociates  as  accomplices  on  .any  trial? 

Answer.  1  cannot  say  that  I  remember  having  seen  anything  of  the  sort;  but  in  the 
trial  which  followed  the  habeas  eorpus  case,  as  I  understood,  (I  did  not  hear  the  exami- 
nation,) there  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Boyd,  and  several  other  persons,  who  admit- 
ted that  tluy  were  members. 

Qui'stion.  That  was  in  the  i)roceedintr  to  have  the  alleged  members  of  the  Ku-Klux 
organization  released  from  custody? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  they  were  arrested  and  brought  before  the  chief  justice,  and  upon 
the  examination  a  nnuiber  of  them,  ])erhaps  eight  or  ten,  were  arrested  and  brought 
before  the  chief  justice  ui)on  examination  whether  tluy  should  bo  bound  over  to  an- 
swer to  the  charge  alleged  against  tlieni,  and  among  the  persons  w'ho  were  examined 
were  some  who  said  they  had  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux,  and  the  chief  justice  bound 
them  over  for  trial. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  17, 1871. 

J.  B.  Smith  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  present  residence  and  Occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  reside  at  Raleigh.  North  Carolina,  and  1  have  charge  of  the  normal  school 
for  the  education  of  coh)rcd  teachers. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  For  more  than  three  years  ;  I  went  there  in  December,  18()7. 

Queslion.  From  where  ? 

Aiisircr.  1  went  from  New  .Jersey. 

Question.  What  opportunities  have  you  had  for  knowing  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
North  Carolina  or  any  part  of  it,  as  lifi'ecting  the  security  of  person  and  jtroperty  ? 
Give  us  your  means  of  information,  and  the  knowledge  you  have  upon  that  subject. 

Answer.  1  have,  of  course,  knowledge  of  the  county  where  I  reside  ;  I  have  acquaint- 
ance with  many  persons  in  dill'ercnt  parts  of  the  State  ;  I  had  acquaintance  with  the 
members  of  the  conventicm  and  of  the  legishiture  that  met  at  Raleigh.  1  was  selected 
secretary  of  the  State  agriiuKural  society  and  reorganized  it,  and  thus  became  acquainted 
with  gentlemen  from  all  the  counties  of  the  State  ;  and  iu  reoiganizing  my  school  1  se- 
lected trustees  from  various  parts  of  North  Carolina,  and,  of  course,  have  had  the  ac- 
quaintance of  those  gentlemen  ;  and  I  have  been  acquainted  with  most  of  the  mendu'ra 
of  the  convention,  and  the  nu'mbers  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature,  in  the  city  of 
Raleigh.  So  far  as  the  county  iu  which  I  reside  is  concerned,  there  is  as  much  security 
for  human  life  there  as  any  place  I  have  resided  iu.  1  have  heard  of  outrages  being 
committed  iu  dili'erent    arts  of  the  State,  and  I  have  attended  some  of  the  examiuatioua 
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of  witnesses  in  tlie  impeachment  trial,  arid  heard  statements  there  Tvith  reference  to 
charges  of  ontrages,  which  facts  I  believe  you  have  before  you  in  some  documents.  It 
seems  that  ontrages  have  been  committed  by  parties,  irrespective  of  color,  and  irre- 
spective of  political  sentiment ;  that  is,  from  private  personal  spite.  Colored  men  have 
■whipped  colored  men,  and  assumed  to  themselves  the  name  of  Ku-Klux,  and  some  of 
them  are  now  in  the  pcniteutiary^^at  Raleigh  for  that  otiense. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  You  will  tind  it  in  the  record  of  the  impeachment  trial. 

Question.  We  do  not  care  about  incorporating  the  record  of  the  impeachment  trial  in 
our  testimony.     Give  us  your  own  knowledge  of  these  facts. 

Answer.  All  the  knowledge  I  have  is  fi-om  hearing  the  testimony  in  court ;  I  have  not 
been  in  those  counties. 

Question,  Have  you  such  personal  knowledge,  or  reliable  information  from  those  who 
you  know  to  be  credible,  as  will  enable  you  to  state  the  true  condition  of  affairs  iu  any 
pait  of  the  State  ? 

Ansrver.  I  think  I  have. 

Question.  State  it  as  briefly  as  you  can. 

Answer.  With  regard  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina — and  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of 
intimate,  close  conversation  with  gentlemen  from  various  parts  of  the  State — I  regard 
them  as^an  extremely  kind  people,  I  mean  kind  toward  the  colored  people;  they  have 
a  kindly  feeling  for  them  ;  I  have  evidence  of  it  on  all  sides  iu  expressions  and  in  acts. 
I  find  that  the  relationship  which  formerly  existed  between  master  and  slave  has  left 
a  feeling  of  kindness  on  the  part  of  the  master  toward  the  slave.  I  tind  masters  con- 
tinually recognizing  the  old  relationship,  and  aiding  and  assisting  their  former  slaves 
I  know  of  no  feeling,  upon  the  part  of  any  one  in  North  Carolina  that  I  have  ever  talked 
with  and  met,  of  antagonism  toward  the  colored  people. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  in  the  counties  of  Alamance  and  Orange? 

A7isxcer.  I  have  passed  through  them,  not  to  stay  in  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  an  occurrence  there  in  regard  to  a  school-teacher 
of  the  name  of  Corliss,  from  New  Jersey  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  never  heard  of  it  ? 

Ansiver.  I  heard  of  it  on  the  impeachment  trial. 

Question.  Was  your  communication  iu  your  i)osition  as  head  of  the  normal  school 
principally  with  the  former  slave-owners,  or  with  the  colored  ?  With  which  of  them 
had  you  most  conversation  ? 

Ansu'er,  With  the  colored  people  and  members  of  the  legislature  who  were  interested 
in  having  them  educated. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  wrongs  inflicted  upon  the  colored  people,  derived 
from  the  same  information,  by  bauds  of  disguised  men  in  the  night-time? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  there  was  such  things  ;  I  know  nothing  of  it  except  as  I  have 
heard  of  it;  as  I  have  stated,  I  heard  there  was  a  band  of  colored  persons ;  my  owu 
impressions  I  give  from  what  I  hear,  that  there  is  no  organization  called  Ku-Klus 
throughout  the  State,  but  that  persons  iu  neighborhoods  wishing  to  punish  individuals 
for  oftenses,  or  to  gratify  personal  animosity,  band  together  and  put  on  disguises  anc 
commit  these  acts. 

Question.  Do  we  understand  you  as  giving  it  as  your  opiuion  that  there  is  no  organ 
ized  band  known  as  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Throughout  the  State  ? 

Question.  Yq^,  sir. 

Ansiver.  Most  decidedly ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  such  a  society  throughout  the  State 

Question.  And  that  they  are  not  bound  together  by  oaths? 

Ansiver.  There  may  be  in  certain  localities  individuals  who  commit  these  acts. 

Question.  You  think  it  does  not  pervade  the  whole  State? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  pervades  the  State. 

Question.  You  mean,  not  many  counties  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Not  many  counties. 

Question.  How  many  counties  does  it  pervade,  in  your  opinion  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  it  in  four,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  la  it  not  a  matter  of  public  notoriety  that  they  exist  in  those  counties,  and 
have  existed  for  some  time  ? 

Answer.  As  a  regular  organization  ? 

Question.  As  Ku-Klux,  no  matter  about  the  organization. 

Answer.  I  have  given  the  answer,  that  colored  people  band  together,  wearing  dis- 
guises, calling  themselves  Ku-Klux — members  of  the  Union  League,  as  they  were  jiroved 
to  be,  and  are  now  in  jail  for  whipping  j)ersons  of  their  own  race. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUon.  What  instance  do  you  refer  to  ? 

Ansucr.  To  instances  given  in  the  trial  of  Governor  Holden. 

Question.  Was  not  that  a  case  occurring  in  Alamance  Connty  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  where  the  men  are  now  iu  jail  for  committing  the  ofifense. 

Question.  Colored  men  ? 

Answer.  Colored  men. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard,  from  your  acquaintance  with  members  of 
the  legislature,  or  from  your  trustees  througliout  the  State,  of  a  case  where  white  Ku- 
Klux  men  have  been  convicted  of  any  oll'ense  committed  upon  the  colored  race  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  their  being  brought  to  trial  in  the  couuty  of  Craven,  I  think 
before  Judge  Thomas. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  bsing  convicted  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  d^^  not  think  they  have  been  convicted;  I  do  not  think  the  case 
has  been  brought  to  trial. 

Question.  Is  this  the  position  that  you  have  taken  iu  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
that  vou  have  discredited  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  there,  as  a  general 
thing? 

Ansu'er.  As  a  general  thing. 

Question.  You  have  announced  that  publicly  ? 

Answer.  Not  publicly  ;  only  as  I  may  have  expressed  it  to  individuals.  I  have  not 
had  occasion  to  say  anything  publicly. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  the  hanging  of  Outlaw,  near  a  court-house  ? 

Answer.  Oh  yes,  sir  ;  through  the  papers. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  or  a  white  man  ? 

Answer.  A  colored  man. 

Question.  You  never  heard  that  it  was  the  Ku-Klux  who  hung  him  ? 

Answer.  They  were  represented  to  be  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  their  being  bound  together  as  an  organization? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qucsiiov.  Have  you  any  opinion  as  to  whether  they  wore? 

Ansutr.  I  can  only  form  my  opinion  from  the  testimony  in  the  trial  of  Governor 
Holden,  where  witnesses  swear  that  they  knew  nothing  of  such  an  organization. 

Question  Did  you  hear  the  testimony  on  the  trial  of  the  habeas  corpus  cases,  as  they 
were  termed,  in  Raleigh  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  attend  the  court. 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  enough  of  it  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  they  were 
bound  together  by  an  oath? 

Answer.  I  saw  in  the  papers  what  the  witnesses  testilied,  but  I  was  not  in  the  court 
at  all. 

Question.  From  what  you  saw  in  tlie  papers  did  you  form  an  opinion  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  f<nined  an  opinion.  The  statement  was  made  that  there  was  a 
certain  numljer  of  men  who  were  bound  by  an  oath. 

Question.  And  did  you  come  to  the  conclusion  that  those  men  would  stand  by  each 
other  on  a  trial  in  court,  in  pursuance  of  that  oath  ' 

Answer.  I  never  thought  anything  furtlu-r  about  the  matter  than  the  simple  fact  that 
there  were  iu  those  counties  certain  persons  engaged  iu  unlawful  actions. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  You  read  the  newspapers  on  both  sides  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  it  not  been  a  matter  of  discussion  in  the  public  prints  for  a  year  or  two 
past  that  an  organization  called  Ku-Klux  existed? 

Answer.  On  one  side  it  has  l>eeu  charged  that  there  was  such  an  organizatiou. 

Question.  Has  it  been  denied  by  the  other? 

Answer.  That  the  organization  extended  through  the  State? 

Questiun.  No,  no.  Ilas  it  been  denied  on  the  part  of  what  you  call  the  conservative 
papers,  that  in  those  several  counties  there  did  exist  an  organization  of  that  kind;  and 
have  not  those  pai)ers  rather  i)alliated  their  ofteuses  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard,  on  the  part  of  the  conservative  papers,  palliations  for 
an  outrage  committed;  that  is,  for  outrages  committed  by  the  Ku-Klux,  as  they  were 
calh^d. 

Question.  I  have  seen  some  of  the  papers,  and  I  want  to  see  if  your  recollection  and 
mine  are  alike.  Have  you  not  seen  newspaper  articles  giviug  reasons  why  these  Ku- 
Klux  Klaus  were  organized,  and  advocating  organization  on  the  conservative  side  in 
their  own  defense  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  reasons  assigned  why  men  should  band  together  to  protect 
themselves. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  a  justilicatlon  iu  the  conservative  pa^jers  for  this  baud- 
iug  together  ? 
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Answer.  Of  the  acts  ? 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  of  acts.  Have  you  not  read  articles  in  -which  it  was  said 
that  they  had  to  do  this  to  protect  themselves,  or  to  prevent  outrages  being  committed 
by  others  1? 

Jnsivcr.  I  have  seen  articles  of  this  kind,  where  the  editor  said  that  certain  acts  on 
the  part  of  Governor  Holdcn  and  the  orgauization  of  the  Union  Leagues  in  the  State 
■would  lead  to  the  organization  of  opjiosite  societies. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  organization  of  the  Union  League  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  belong  to  it. 

Question.  You  never  did  i 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  did  in  the  North. 

Question.  But  not  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  any  diifercut  fiom  the  organization  in  the  North? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  In  the  Union  League  you  belonged  to  at  the  North,  did  you  iind  anything 
that  taxed  your  conscience  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  knoAV  of  anything  in  the  organization  of  the  Union  League  there 
that  dift'ers  fioni  the  Union  League  in  the  North  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  organization  in  the  South  beyond  the  fact 
that  it  does  exist. 

Question.  Of  course  it  exists  everywhere.  North  and  South.  Now,  what  reason  was 
there  that  these  bands  should  disguise  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  the 
Union  League  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  I  can  only  say  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  anybody  banding  to 
protect  themselves.  I  do  not  regard  such  things  as  legitimate.  I  do  not  believe  it  is 
right  to  resort  to  any  such  means.  But  at  the  same  time,  I  think,  as  human  nature  is 
constituted,  that  the  organization  of  one  secret  political  association,  its  objects  and 
purposes  being  a  mystery,  would  naturally  lead  to  the  organization  of  an  opposite  one. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  secrets  about  the  Union  League? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  have  secrets. 

Question,  How  ? 

Answer.  None  but  members  know  what  they  do. 

Question.  Is  there  anything  secret  in  their  sitting? 

Answer.  Certainly.    Nobody  is  admitted  who  is  not  a  member. 

Question.  That  is,  in  their  business  meetings.  Is  not  the  object  of  the  Union  League, 
so  far  as  you  know,  to  concentrate  j)olitical  opinion,  and  induce  people  to  go  with  them  ? 

Answer.  The  Union  League,  as  I  understood  it  in  the  North,  was  not  devoted  to  any 
political  purpose. 

Question.  Is  this  the  first  time  you  have  heard  that  each  political  party  has  its  clubs 
and  leagues  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  it  not  existed  in  youi-  knowledge  ever  since  you  knew  anything  about 
politics  ? 

Ansiver.  1  never  knew  until  the  Native  American  movement  of  any  general  secret 
organization  to  pervade  a  political  party,  though  I  knew  of  many  cliques  and  clubs, 
such  as  the  Tammany  Hall  Society.     I  know  of  that  since  I  was  a  boy. 

Question.  But  no  general  organization  till  that  of  the  Native  Americans  or  Know- 
Nothings  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Well,  I  never  belonged  to  that ;  did  you? 

Ansiver.  Oh  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  you  have  belonged  to  a  secret  ijolitical  organization? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  This  institution  over  which  you  j)reside,  is  it  under  State  or  individual 
control ? 

Answer.  Under  individual  control  of  trustees. 

Question.  Organized  by  trustees? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  Avhat  purpose  ? 

Answer.  The  education  of  colored  teachers.  I  was  secretary  of  the  board  of  missions 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  requested  to  undertake  that  woi'k.  I  have 
done  so,  and  established  this  institution,  a  school  with  boardiug-houses,  where  wo  give 
the  pupils  their  board  and  education,  and  the  free  use  of  books.  It  is  the  only  school 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Chiirch  in  the  entire  South, 

Question.  How  old  are  your  pupils  ? 

Answer.  From  14  to  35,' and  even  40  years 
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Question.  Have  uone  of  these  pupils  ever  comiilaiued  of  wrongs  committed  upon  their 
race  by  the  Ku-Klux  of  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  Never. 

Question.  Not  one? 

Ansiver.  Not  one. 

Question.  With  Avhat  political  party  have  you  acted  since  you  -went  to  North  Caro- 
lina, if  any  ? 

Ans^oer.  I  voted  for  General  Grant.  I  never  have  acted  with  a  party  in  my  life.  I 
was  reared  a  whig;  my  father  was  a  whig. 

Question.  In  the  division  of  parties  existing  in  North  Carolina  at  present,  do  you  act 
■with  or  sympathize  Avith  the  conservatives,  or  radicals,  or  republicans  ? 

Answer.  With  the  conservatives. 

Question.  Has  the  question  of  the  treatment  of  the  colored  race  and  the  outrages  of 
the  Ku-Klux  assumed  in  any  form  a  political  aspect  in  that  State  ? 

Answer.  I  have  stated  that  numbers  of  the  Union  League  assumed  the  badge  of  the 
Ku-Klnx,  and  whipped  colored  people — their  own  race;  so  that  I  do  not  believe,  from 
the  information  I  have  received,  the  organization  has  any  political  character  whatever. 

Question.  Which  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  Any  of  these  clubs  that  exist  in  different  localites. 

Question.  Neither  the  Union  League  nor  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  I  say  the  Ku-Klux;  I  do  not  think  thej'  are  political  in  their  character;  in 
other  words,  that  the  design  is  a  political  design. 

Question.  Yon  do  not  think  it  is? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  merely  to  punish  stealing  and  other  crimes. 

Question.  Upon  what  do  you  base  that  belief? 

Answer.  Upon  the  fact  that  persons  of  botli  parties  have  been  punished  by  it.  I  have 
no  knowledge  of  their  efforts  having  been  directed  or  confined  to  persons  of  one  party. 

Question.  Will  you  please  give  us  the  names  of  any  conservatives  who  have  been 
outraged  by  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  I  do  not  kiu)w  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  outraged  on  the  other  side. 

Question.  You  state  it,  as  a  fact,  that  persons  of  both  parties  have  been  punished, 
you  will  oblige!  us  very  much  by  giving  the  names  of  any  members  of  the  conservative 
party  who  have  l)een  outraged  by  the  Ku-Klux. 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  give  the  names  of  any  individuals  beyond  Outlaw,  who  was  hung, 
as  I  have  heard. 

Question.  Was  he  a  conservative  or  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  I  understand  he  was  a  repiiblicau. 

Question.  Y<m  say  yon  cannot  give  a  single  name  of  a  conservative?  ^ 

Answer.    No,  sir;  nor  the  naines  on  the  other  side. 

Question.  Can  you  name  a  place;  where  yon  have  heard  of  a  member  of  the  conserva- 
tive party  being  outraged  by  them  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  such  things  in  Alamance  County. 

Question.  Give  us  the  iilaee. 

Ansirer.  It  is  only  from  general  reports  which  I  have  heard,  and  statements  which 
have  been  made  to  me.  I  have  not  given  my  attention  to  these  things  directly,  because 
I  am  not  engaged  in  jtolitieal  aftairs. 

Question.  Do  we  understand  you  as  saying  that  you  have  heard  of  an  instance  in 
Alamance  County  where  a  member  of  the  conservative  party  has  been  outraged  by  the 
Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  By  persons  calling  themselves  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Give  us  the  instances  yon  have  lieaid  of. 

Ansicer.  I  have  had  various  conversations  with  regard  to  this  tiling,  but  I  cannot  tell 
you  the  particular  party,  nor  the  particular  iilace.    The  conversations  have  been  going 
on  for  the  last  six  mouths,  and  the  general  impression  is  what  I  give. 
Question.  Give  us  the  name  of  the  person  who  told  you. 

Ansiccr.  I  have  talked  with  so  many  parties,  I  cannot  name  any  particular  persons. 

Question.  Give  us  tlie  name  of  a  single  one. 

Ansuer.  I  cannot  mention  the  names  of  the  persons  with  whom  I  have  talked. 
Question,  ('an  you  name  a  single  one  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  cainiot.    I  cannot  remember  the  conversations — only  the  impression. 

Question.  Then  you  can  give  \is  neither  the  name  of  a  conservative  who  has  been  the 
Bubject  of  outrage,  nor  of  the  place  where  such  an  outrage  has  been  committed  by  the 
Ku-Klux,  nor  of  any  ])erson  who  told  you  of  such  an  outrage  ? 

Answer.  NiMther  can  1  do  it  with  regard  to  republicans. 

Question.  Have  you  never  heard  of  Outlaw  being  hung  by  the  Ku-Klux? 

Ansicer.  I  have  heard  he  was  hung,  and  that  it  was  a  company  of  Ku-K1u.n  who  did  it. 
Question.  Have  you  heard  of  Corliss,  a  schoolmaster,  being  whipped  by  the  Ku-Klux 
at  Company's  Shops? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Question.  Htive  you  ever  beard  of  a  colored  man  of  the  name  of  Allen  being  wbipped 
for  keeping  a  Sunday  school? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  of  the  name. 

Qiiesiion.  Have  yon  heard  of  a  colored  man  named  Puryear  being  drowned  in  Ala- 
mance County  ? 

Answer.  The  first  I  heard  of  it  was  in  the  trial  of  Governor  Holden. 

Question.  Was  this  colored  man  a  republican  or  a  conservative  "I 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  Avas  a  republican.     I  do  not  know. 

Question.  In  general  you  have  never  heard  of  any  of  these  outrages? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  outrages,  but  as  to  individual  names  of  persons  I  have  not 
heard  of  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  you  were  brought  here  as  a  witness? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
,    Question.  At  whose  instance ?  « 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Then  there  have  not  been  enough  of  these  outrages  upon  freedmen  com- 
mitted in  any  part  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  as  I  understand  you,  to  attract  your 
attention  miu;h  to  it. 

Ansicer.  I  have  seen  in  the  newspapers  statements  of  certain  persons  being  injured. 
Any  outrage  would  attract  my  attention,  but  the  names  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  unilbrm  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir,  never. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  How  far  is  Alamance  County  from  Wake  County? 

Ansiver.  From  the  county  town  of  Alamance  County  to  where  I  live  is  about  fifty  or 
sixty  miles. 

Question.  How  far  is  Hillsboro,  Orange  County,  from  your  place? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  is  thirty  or  forty  miles. 

Question.  Did  j^ou  ever  hear  of  five  or  six  men  being  taken  out  of  jail  at  Hillsboro  by 
the  Ku-IOux  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  saw  some  statement  that  there  were  men  taken  out  ol 
jail. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  the  ministry  ? 

Answer.  About  twenty-five  or  twenty-six  years. 

Question.  Continuously? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Always  been  in  the  ministry  of  the  church  you  have  mentioned  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  said  you  were  secretary  of  the  board  of  missions. 

Answer.  For  that  department  of  work  among  the  colored  people. 

Question.  Was  your  appointment  as  secretary  of*  the  board  of  missions  in  any  way 
recognized  by  the  State  authorities  of  North  Carolina? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  no  connection  with  the  State. 

Question.  You  are  not  dependent  upon  it  in  any  way? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  in  no  way.  I  was  requested  by  General  Howard  to  go  to  North 
Carolina  when  I  proposed  to  establish  a  normal  school. 

Question.  For  the  purpose  of  educating  colored  people,  in  order  make  them  competent 
to  teach  their  own  race  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  continue  in  that  relation  ? 

Answer.  I  do ;  the  school  is  going  on  now. 

Question.  Have  you,  since  you  have  been  in  North  Carolina,  found  any  prejudice 
against  you  or  uukindness  on  account  of  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  found  any  unkindness  toward  me  among  the  people  of  North 
Carolina  ;  no  one  has  treated  me  unkindly. 

Question.  Have  you,  on  the  contrary,  met  with  personal  kindness  from  the  people 
there? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  very  best  people  of  the  State  all  through  the  community  havs 
treated  me  with  the  utmost  kindness  ;  visited  my  family  and  myself. 

Question.  Your  duties  there  brought  you  in  contact  immediately  with  the  colored 
people  who  came  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Y''es,  sir. 

Question.  Are  those  who  are  in  your  school  generally  the  more  intelligent  of  the  race  ? 

■hiswer.  That  is  our  purpose ;  to  take  the  more  intelligent  and  educate  them. 

<luesiion.  It  is  to  those  your  ministrations  are  confined  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quefttion.  Do  they  talk  to  you  freely  about  the  conditiou  of  their  race  and  their  pros- 
pects in  the  State  f 

Answer.  They  talk  as  freely  as  pupils  generally  do. 

Question.  You  are  upon  friendly  terms  %Yith  them  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  of  couise,  I  could  not  be  engaged  in  the  work  if  I  had  not  at  heart  the 
desire  to  elevate  them. 

Question.  Among  these  people  is  there  a  sense  of  security  as  to  their  person  and  proj)- 
erty  and  political  rights  in  the  State  I 

Answer.  I  know  of  nothing  among  them  evincing  that  they  do  not  feel  perfectly 
secure.  I  think  some  of  them  may  have  the  idea  tliat  political  rights  are  not  secure 
from  what  they  hear  or  read  iu  the  papers,  because  it  is  charged  that  the  purpose  of 
the  present  aihniuistration  in  North  Carolina  is  to  take  away  the  rights  of  the  colored 
people,  and  ignorant  people,  those  who  are  not  thoroughly  intelligent,  may  be  disturbed 
by  such  things.  • 

Question.  You  spoke  of  trustees  throughout  the  State,  did  you  appoint  them  in  everj' 
county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  your  system  ? 

Answer.  I  went  there  and  consulted  with  Bishop  Atkinson,  of  the  classis  of  North 
Carolina,  and  at  his  suggestion  I  took  the  names  of  the  leading  laymen  and  clergymen 
in  the  State. 

Question.  White  citizens? 

Answer.  AVhite  citizens  of  North  Carolina. 

Question.  "Were  they  appointed  iu  every  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  ramification? 

Answer.  There  are,  I  think,  live  clergymen  and  five  laymen,  besides  the  bishop  of 
the  diocese. 

Question.  Does  this  lead  you  to  the  examination  generally  of  the  condition  of  the 
black  peoi)le  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Certainly;  lam  interested  and  constantly  inquiring  and  conversing  with 
the  colored  people;  and  I  may  say  that  I  organized,  on  going  there,  a  land  and  build- 
ing association  for  the  colored  people,  which  l)rought  me  into  intimate  contact  with 
them.     I  am  the  treasurer  of  it.     The  object  is  to  secure  to  tlieui  homesteads. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  existence  ot  Union  Leagues;  did  you  obtain  your  informa- 
tion that  such  societies  existed  from  the  colored  people  around  you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  exist  throughout  the  State? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  I  mean  from  the  information  given  you  by  those  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  Rather  from  the  public  statements.  I  do  not  know  that  the  colored  peoplo 
have  said  to  me  in  so  many  words  that  it  existed  throughout  the  State,  but  I  know  of 
the  fact  of  its  existing  in  Raleigh  by  the  statements  of  tlie  colored  people. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Governor  Ilolden  was  president  of  the  State  league? 

Answer.  I  know  as  well  as  I  cart  know,  without  being  in  it  myself.  It  was  notori- 
ous that  he  was  i)resi(lent  of  the  league. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  this  league  was  bound  by  oaths? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  they  were. 

Question.  Had  their  passwords,  and  secret  signs,  and  other  accompaniments  of  secret 
societies?    Is  that  the  general  understanding  iu  the  coiunumity  ? 

Answer.  That  I  undersood  to  be  the  case;  the  way  of  knowing  their  members. 

Question.  In  your  opinion  is  it  perfectly  safe  for  any  man,  black  or  white,  to  keep  a 
colored  school  anywhere  in  that  State,  if  he  confines  himself  to  the  legitimate  duties  of 
his  profession  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  With  perfect  safety? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Would  you  hesitate  to  establish  a  colored  school  in  any  portion  of  the  State, 
under  the  care  of  a. judicious  and  sensible  man? 

Answer.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  Would  you  think  his  life  and  personal  property  safe  ? 

Answer.  Perfectly. 

Question.  Yon  said  you  voted  for  General  Grant  in  the  last  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu(ntion.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  Governor  Ilolden  relative  to  the  lata 
election  ? 

Answer.  I  have  had  several  conversations  with  hira. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  State  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir  ? 
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Question.  How  did  he  express  liimsell"  in  regard  to  the  politics  of  those  who  were  op- 
posing his  election  ? 

Ansiccr.  I  had  a  conversation  Avith  him,  I  think,  last  April.  Colonel  Hayman  was  in 
charge  of  the  camp.  He  was  an  Episcopiilian,  and  I  had  caHod  npon  liim  to  pay  my 
respects.  I  found  Jlr.  Barriugin,  Mr.  Kiugshmd,  Colonel  Ilayman,  and  Governor  llol- 
den  together.  Mr.  Kingslaud  was  connected  with  the  North  Carolina  Land  Company. 
He  was  talking  witli  Governor  Holdeu  al:ont  the  great  injnry  done  to  tlie  State  by  his 
proclamation — that  it  kept  persons  from  coming  into  tlie  State  to  Iniy  land.  The  pro- 
clamation was  in  regard  to  certain  ontrages.  I  do  not  know  whether  at  that  time  he 
had  declared  the  county  of  Alamance  in  insiirrectiou.  Mr.  Kingsland  was  talking 
upon  that  snbject  when  I  went  in.  Governor  Holden  was  very  mnch  excited  abont 
tlie  recall  of  the  United  States  troops,  and  had  received  no  assurance  then  that  tbero 
would  be  any  troops  to  supply  their  place.  Well,  I  spoke  to  Governor  Holden  and 
said,  "Governor,  what  distresses  me  is,  that  you  should  put  t^ese  colored  men  up  for 
Congress,  for  responsible  offices.  I  notice  in  my  work  among  these  people  that  there  is 
great  moral  injury  done  to  them  throughout  the  State ;  the  effect  is  very  bad  ;  it  un- 
settles them ;  thcj'  do  not  seem  to  be  dis|>osed  to  go  to  regular  labor,  because  they  are 
looking  to  political  preferment."  He  then  expressed  himself  in  respect  to  the  colored 
peoi)le,  and  said  that  Congress  had  seen  tit  to  pass  a  law  by  which  they  were  admitted 
to  seats  in  the  State  legislature,  and  he  wanted  them  to  have  some  of  the  same 
themselves,  and  therefore  he  went  for  sending  them  to  Congress.  Then  he  said 
to  me,  or  rather  to  us  all,  ''  Now,  if  the  Government  does  not  send  these  troops,  I 
shall  arm  the  colored  ])eople.  I  cau  control  by  my  word  80,000  men.  I  can  go  to  the 
convention  that  is  to  meet  here  next  week,  [a  republican  convention,]  and  control  them 
by  a  word."  I  remarked  at  the  same  time,  "  That  is  dangerous  power — very  dangerous 
power  to  be  in  the  hands  of  one  man."  He  then  said  to  me,  in  the  presence  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, "What  is  to  hinder  the  Ku-Khix  from  taking  you.  Dr.  Snnth  ?  Are  you  not 
afraid?"  "  Not  at  all,"  said  I.  Said  he  "  There  is  nothing  to  hinder  them  from  taking 
you  or  any  other  radical."  Said  I  "  Excuse  me,  b^^t  that  is  not  my  name  ;  I  am  not  a 
radical."  Well,  then  he  went  on  to  say  that  for  his  own  part,  in  liis  opinion.  General 
Grant  would  hold  the  Government  of  the  United  States  no  matter  what  the  election  was 
in  1872 ;  that  he  desired  him  to  be  emperor,  and  his  sou  to  succeed  him  as  emperor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  That  is,  that  he,  Governor  Holden,  wished  it  ?  t* 

Answer.  That  he.  Governor  Holdeu,  wished  it. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Was  that  80,000  men  of  the  league? 

Anstoer.  I  understood  him  to  mean  the  colored  voters  of  the  State. 
Question.  Do  you  understand  that  the  colored  vote  of  the  State  is  generally  hound 
together  by  this  Uiiiou  League  ? 
Answer.  I  do. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  As  I  have  never  been  a  member  of  the  Union  League,  I  know  nothing  of  its 
forms.  I  wish  to  know  from  you,  as  a  northern  man,  what  is  the  obligation  of  the  or- 
ganization ? 

Answer.  It  was  during  the  war  that  I  joined  it.  I  attended  but  one  or  two  meetings. 
The  object  then  was  to  uphold  the  union  of  the  States.  There  was  no  party  in  it  at 
that  time. 

Question.  As  near  as  you  can,  give  us  the  form  of  the  obligation  you  took. 

Answer.  I  suppose  I  am  at  liberty  to  give  it.  As  I  remember,  it  was  simply  to  the  point 
that  we  would  uphold  the  union  of  the  States  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  its  enemies. 

Question.  Where  did  you  join  it  ? 

Answer.  In  Jersey  City.     I  went  from  New  Jersey  to  North  Carolina, 

Question.  Was  that  obligation  administered  in  the  form  of  an  oath  ? 

Ansiver.  Really,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  was  sworn  or  not;  I  am  under  the  impres- 
sion that  it  was  an  oath. 

Question.  The  design  of  the  organization  then  was,  in  your  belief,  to  preserve  the 
union  of  the  States? 

Answer.  That  was  the  design  of  the  organization  which  I  joined. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  the  obligation  or  the  internal  regulations  of  the  order 
that  required  you  either  to  violate  the  law  in  suftport  of  any  othei  member  of  the  organ- 
ization or  to  commit  any  deed  of  violence. 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  would  not  have  joined  it  it  that  was  the  case. 

Question.  Were  either  its  jiurposes  or  its  tendencies  in  that  direction  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  did  not  so  regard  them  at  all. 

Question.  That  is  what  was  known  as  the  Union  League? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  aiv,  when  it  first  originated. 
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Quesilon.  What  year  did  you  join  it  ? 

Answer.  It  Avas  during  tho  war;  it  may  have  been  in  1863  or  1864 

Question.  You  never  severed  your  conuection  with  it  ? 

Answer.  Never  formally ;  I  did  not  attend,  that  is  alL 

Quesiion.  Had  it  signs  and  ])asswords  ? 

Answer.  I  attended  but  twice.  My  imi)ression  was  that  it  was  a  secret  society  fo 
the  purpose  of  preserving  the  Union.  I  cannot  swear  positively  that  it  had  signs  and 
passwords  or  had  not ;  I  do  not  recollect.  My  impression  is  that  they  had  tliese  things 
but  it  Avould  be  rather  the  result  of  analogy  thau  as  the  remembrance  of  a  fact. 

Question.  Then,  when  you  went  South,  the  colored  jjeople  informed  you  that  they  were 
members  of  the  Uuiou  League  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  make  yourself  known  to  any  of  them  as  a  member  of  the  Uuion 
League  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  resolved  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  political  questions  in  the 
South. 

Quesiion.  In  your  connection  with  the  colored  men,  as  members  of  your  institution 
and  as  members  of  the  building  association,  did  any  one  of  them  ever  complain  to  you 
of  the  wrongs  done  to  their  race  by  the  Ku-Klux? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  heard  of  any  wrong  in  the  county  of  Wake.  The  build- 
ing association  is  composed  of  persons  in  the  county  of  Wake ;  therefore  they  had  no 
complaint  to  make. 

Question.  I  speak  of  wrongs  to  the  race  in  the  State. 

Answer.  Oh,  I  lu-ard  a  colored  clergyman  say 

Question.  That  is  not  the  point.  Did  lie  complain  to  you  of  any  wrong  done  to  him 
or  Ids  i)eoplc  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  wrong  done  to  him. 

Question.  Y'on  occupy  tiie  position,  then,  of  head  of  a  school  for  the  general  education 
of  colored  men,  and  no  single  colored  man  in  North  Carolina  has  ever  come  to  you  to 
complain  of  any  Avrong  to  his  race? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Nyk  : 

Question.  Where  do  the  trustees  of  this  institution  of  yours  live? 

Ansircr.  In  various  parts  of  the  State;  one  in  Wilmington, one  in  New  Berne,  one  in 
Charlotte,  four  or  five  in  Wake  County  around  Raleigh,  one  in  Edgecombe,  and  one  in 
Halifax. 

Question.  With  which  political  party  do  they  act? 

Answer.  They  are  conservatives. 

Question.  All  of  them? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  Yoin-  school,  then,  is  eminently  a  conservative  school  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all. 

Quesiion.  How  happens  it  that  thoy  are  all  conservatives  ? 

Answer.  The  gentlemen  were  selected  on  account  of  their  known  interest  in  the  col- 
ored people  and  desire  to  elevate  them. 

Question.  You  say  you  had  a  talk  with  the  bishop  in  regard  to  their  selection;  on 
which  side  in  the  war  was  he? 

Anstver.  He  was  on  the  side  of  the  South. 

Question.  He  Tielonged  to  the  rebels? 

Ansu-er.  Bishop  Atkinson  never  took  any  active  part  in  politics;  he  is  not  that  kind 
of  a  man. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  he  took  the  part  of  the  South? 

Ansiccr.  I  know  he  was  living  in  the  South  ;  and  I  know  there  are  very  few  respect- 
able men  in  the  South  that  did'not  take  part  with  the  South. 

Question.  Especially  of  the  Episcopalian  order? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Presbyterians,  Methodists,  Baptists,  and  all. 

Question.  It  so  happens  that,  on  your  board  for  educating  the  blacks,  you  have  not 
got  a  single  republican  trustee. 

Answer.  I  could  not  have,  sir. 

Question.  Why  imt  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  did  not  want  to  have  politics  in  the  matter. 

Question.  But  you  have  got  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  wanted  *o  select  gentlemen  known  throughout  the  State,  respected 
and  honored,  to  give  to  the  school  the  confidence  of  the  connnunity. 

Question.  So  yon  organized  yourschool  in  that  view;  do  you  mean  to  say  by  that  that 
there  is  no  republican  gentlemen  in  North  Carolina? 

Ansxcer.  I  do  not  nuMin  to  say  that ;  if  I  had  put  on  republicans,  there  were  very  few 
native  republicans  that  I  would  hke  to  have  seen  on  the  board;  those  that  we  have 
eelected  are  gentlemen  of  unimpeachable  character,  high  moral  standing,  and  gentle- 
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men  who  bore  au  opprobrium  when  they  took  the  i>lace.  It  was  an  opprobrious  posi- 
tion when  they  assumed  it  tliree  years  ago;  but  it  was  tlieir  devotion  and  desire  to 
elevate  the  colored  people  that  led  them  to  accept  the  position. 

Question.  AVliat  is  the  character  of  your  teaching  in  that  school? 

Answer.  Nothing  of  a  political  character  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  ever  undertake,  in  any  positive  way,  by  lecture  or  otherwise,  to 
instill  into  tlieni  what  the  Constitution  means? 

Answer.  I  explain  to  them  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  How  happens  it  that  you  slu)uld  have  made  this  board  exactly  as  you  did,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  bishop,  who  wa*  on  the  other  side  in  the  war  all  the  time  ? 

Answer.  I  consulted  with  General  Howard  in  regard  to  the  board  as  well  as  Bishop 
Atkinson;  I  went  there  at  his  request,  and  I  brought  to  General  Howard  the  nomina- 
tion of  those  men,  aud  he  gave  his  ai^proval,  because  he  wanted  to  render  some  assist- 
ance to  the  school. 

Question.  Did  he  kuow  these  men  ? 

Answer.  He  knew  some  of  them  j)ersonally. 

Question.  Which  one? 

Answer.  Mr.  Kemp,  B.  P.  Battle,  and,  I  supi^ose,  he  knew  General  Cox,  and  I  think  he 
knew  Dr.  Mason  very  well. 

Question.  Hav^e  you  got  in  your  school-board  any  one  who  did  not  take  a  jirominent 
part  in  the  South  during  the  rebellion  ?  ' 

Answer.  Several  who  took  no  prominent  part ;  Dr.  Mason  was  a  Union  man  all  the 
way  through. 

Question.  Did  he  fight  for  the  Union  cause  1 

Ansiver.  There  was  no  Union  cause  to  fight  for  in  North  Carolina. 

Question.  Oh,  yes ;  we  had  a  great  many  Federal  troops  from  that  State  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  clergyman,  and  stayed  at  his  post  and  discharged  his  duty;  at  the 
same  time  he  was  known  to  all  ])arishioners  as  a  Union  man — the  same  as  Mr.  Moore, 
who  was  examined  here,  was  a  Union  man. 

Question.  Well,  didn't  he  change  his  views  pretty  suddenly,  late  in  the  war? 

Anstver.  He  never  has  changed  his  views  in  regard  to  the  Union,  as  I  have  heard.  I 
want  to  say  this,  that  I  have  been  very  intimate  with  the  people  of  North  Carolina, 
and  have  never  heard  a  disloyal  sentiment  from  one  man. 

Question.  Then  you  regard  them  all  eminently  as  Union  men  ? 

Answer.  As  loyal  men,  in  the  Scripture  sense  of  the  word,  as  St.  Paul  teaches. 

Question.  How  is  that '? 

Answer.  St.  Paul  wrote  in  the  days  of  Nero,  that  men  should  obey  "the  powers  that 
be."    I  consider  it  our  duty  to  obey  the  civil  rulers. 

Question.  Then  if  I  understand  the  Episcopal  creed,  they  do  respect  the  powers  that  be  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  you  would  have  obeyed  the  rebel  authorities  in  North  Carolina,  as  a 
clergyman  ? 

Answer.  I  should  certainly  not  take  up  arms  against  a  de  facto  government. 

Question.  You  would  regard  it  in  a  religious  sense  as  wrong  to  oppose  a  de  facto  gov- 
ernment ? 

Answer.  I  certainly  should  not  oppose  it  as  a  clergyman. 

Question.  Then,  as  I  understand  it,  if  you  had  been  in  North  Carolina  during  the  war, 
instead  of  joining  the  Union  League,  as  you  did  in  New  Jersey,  you  would  have  gone 
with  the  rebels  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  can  only  tell  you  what  my  general  principles  are,  and  from  those 
you  may  infer  what  I  would  do.     I  do  not  believe  in  resisting  governments. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Was  there  any  Union  League  in  North  Carolina  for  you  to  join  before  the 
war  ? 
Anstccr.  I  do  not  suppose  there  was. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  You  do  not  believe  in  opj)osing  the  Government? 

Answer.  As  a  clergyman  ? 

Question.  I  am  now  asking  about  what  you  would  do  as  a  man,  irrespective  of  your 
position  as  a  clergyman.  Had  you  been  in  North  Carolina  when  the  rebellion  broke 
out,  would  you  as  a  man  have  gone  with  the  rebels  ? 

Answer.  1  would  like,  if  I  answer  that  question,  to  answer  it  in  full.  North  Carolina 
was  a  thoroughly  Union  State.  A  large  majority  of  the  people  voted  against  the  con- 
vention. The  gentlemen  in  my  board  of  trustees  were  men  of  that  character,  men  who 
opposed  secession,  but  who  succumbed  after  Virginia  had  gone  out,  South  Carolina  hav- 
ing gone  before.    Feeling  themselves  between  two  stones  they  succumbed. 
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By  tlie  CHAiR^r.\jf : 

Question.  Assuming  the  Government  of  the  Uuiterl  States  to  be  the  povper  that  was,  ia 
18G0,  if  the  State  of  North  Carolina  had  set  itself  up  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  which  would  you  have  gone  with,  North  Carolina  or  the  United  States? 

Ansicer.  I  have  been  educated  in  the  North,  and  I  regard  my  allegiance  as  due  primarily 
to  the  United  States  Government.  I  regard  the  doctrine  of  Calhoun  as  political  heresy. 
I  regret  that  the  people  of  the  South  were  ever  educated  in  that  lieresy;  but  from  the 
fact  that  they  were  educated  in  it,  I  believe  they  were  as  conscientious  in  what  they 
did  as  I  was  in  sustaining  the  United  States  Government. 

Question.  Had  you  been  a  North  Carolinian  with  the  views  you  have 

Answer.  I  should  have  stood  with  Dr.  JIason  and  Mr.  Moore. 

Question.  Gone  with  the  State  or  stood  with  the  General  Government,  which  recog- 
nizes the  powers  that  be  ? 

Answer.  I  would  have  done  just  what  they  did — protested,  proclaiming  my  devotion 
to  the  Union  and  that  my  allegiance  was  due  to  the  Union,  at  the  same  time  submit- 
ting to  the  state  of  things. 

There  is  one  thing  I  would  like  to  state :  I  asked  a  leading  member  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  North  Carolina,  knowing  him  to  be  a  man  of  principle,  "  How  could 
you  vote  for  the  Shoffuer  bill  to  empower  the  governor  of  the  State  to  declai'e  at  will  a 
county  to  be  in  insurrection,  if  none  existed  ?"  the  word  insurrection  being  a  well-defined 
term.  He  said,  "  Oh,  we  passed  such  a  law,  but  it  will  never  be  executed."  Said  I, 
'•'Then  why  did  you  pass  it?"  "Now,  Doctor,"  said  he,  "it  is  necessary  to  hold  this 
State  as  republican  for  three  or  four  years  longer,  aud  the  inissage  of  that  bill  waa 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  hold  it." 

Question.  Give  his  name  ? 

Answer.  Augustus  S.  Seymour,  of  Cleveland  County. 

Question.  Where  did  he  say  that? 

Ansiccr.  In  the  legislature  that  i^assed.  the  Shofifner  act  of  last  year. 

Washixgton,  D.  C.  Feiruary  18,  1871. 
Daniel  R.  Goodloe  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Cilvikmax  : 

Quc-'ition.  Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  occupation? 

Ansiver.  I  r(sid(' in  Warrenton,  North  Carolina.  I  would  be  called  a  fiirmer,  I  suppose. 
I  have  a  farm  about  seven  miles  from  town,  to  which  I  ride  down  occasionally  ;  I  do 
not  reside  on  it  nuich  now. 

Question.  In  what  county  is  Warrenton  ? 

Answer.  In  Warren  County.  I  was  United  States  marshal  there  for  three  years  aud 
a  half  after  th(!  war. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  I  am  a  native  of  the  State.  I  came  to  this  city,  and  lived  something  like 
twenty  years  altogether.  I  went  back  to  North  Carolina  in  September,  1865,  as  United 
States  marshal. 

Question.  What  opportunities  have  yon  had  of  learning  the  condition  of  the  people 
in  North  Carolina,  and  the  sense  of  security  for  person  and  proi)erty  enjoyed  by  them? 

Answer.  About  the  same  as  others;  rather  more  tlian  ordinary  opportunities  of  obser- 
vation wliile  I  was  marshal,  because  I  had  occasion  to  travel  a  gr(>at  deal  about  the 
State.  I  have  been  out  of  office  now  for  more  tiian  eigliteeu  months.  I  occasionally 
go  to  Raleigh,  which  is  sixty  miles  from  my  place  ;  but  I  do  not  travel  about  so  much 
now.  I  have  no  more  than  the  ordinary  opportunities  of  gentlemen  who  live  in  towns 
and  villages,  where  newspapers  and  people  are  to  be  seen. 

Question.  You  have  not  been  in  official  position  for  the  last  eighteen  months? 

Ansuer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Of  what  part  of  the  State  would  you  say  that  you  have  iiersoual  knowl- 
edge ? 

Answer.  I  have  most  knowledge  of  the  northern  middle  counties,  those  on  the  north- 
ern border,  and  from  Halifax,  including  Granville,  on  to  Raleigb  ;  not  much  in  Halifax. 

Question.  Give  as  brielly  and  connectedly  as  you  can,  from  your  own  observation 
and  information,  the  state  of  things  existing  there,  affecting  the  security  of  person  and 
property. 

Ansicer.  In  that  portion  of  tlio  State  of  which  I  can  speak  from  personal  knowledge, 
it  is  as  good  as  it  is  anywhere  in  the  world  ;  there  is  no  more  steady-going,  quiet  people 
that  I  know  of  anywhere  in  the  world.  Thei'e  is  just  as  nnich  security  for  life  there  as 
there  is  in  ^lassaclinsetts;  more  than  there  has  been  in  this  city  about  election  times, 
to  my  certain  knowledge,  for  I  used  to  live  liere  in  the  Know-Notiiing  times,  and  I 
know  it  was  dangerous  here  at  times  to  walk  the  streets  at  night.  I  have  never  been 
afraid  to  go  anywhere  in  North  Carolina;  while  I  wius  marsiial,  I  went  all  over  tho 
State  without  any  other  weapon  than  a  iiocket-kuifc. 
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Qncsl'wn.  Name  the  eonnties  yon  consider  to  lie  embraced  in  that  description. 
Jnsivcr.  Those  that  lam  most  familiar  with :  lirst,  of  course,  is  Warren,  for  I  live 
there;  then  there  is  the  adjoining  county  of  Franklin,  my  native  connty ;  Granville 
County,  where  I  formerly  lived  ;  then  Wake  County,  iu  which  Is  Raleigh.  I  have 
been  a'  great  deal  iu  Raleigh.  I  have  heard  of  some  disorders  on  the  sontheru  and, 
perhaps,  western  borders  of  Wake  County.  I  have  heard  some  charges  of  barn-burning 
and  Ku-Kluxing  there.  There  was  a  horrible  rape  committed  there  by  a  negro  upon  a 
■white  woman  ;  he  was  hung  for  it  last  fall.  And  in  Warren  County,  when  I  lirst  went 
there  in  18G5,  there  were  several  negroes  in  jail,  who  afterward  broke  jail  and  got 
away.  Among  them  was  a  colored  woman  who  had  murdered  a  white  child  she  was 
nursing.  She  was  caught  again  three  or  four  years  afterward — three  years,  I  think — 
and  was  tried  for  her  life  in  the  spring  of  last  year.  I  believe  she  seemed  to  be  a 
stupid  sort  of  creature,  and  they  let  her  off  with  a  sentence  to  the  penitentiary.  1 
do  not  remember  exactly  what  the  verdict  was;  but  I  remember  they  sent  her  to  the 
penitentiary  instead  of  hanging  her,  which  would  not  have  been  done  if  she  had  been 
regarded  as  entirely  sane.  Then,  about  1807,  a  white  man  killed  a  negro  man.  He 
was  said  to  be  drunk,  and  had  mania  a  potn  when  he  committed  the  murder.  I  do  not 
remen)ber  positively  whether  he  shot  him  or  stabbed  hhn ;  I  think  he  stabbed  him. 
He  was  tried  for  his  life,  and  they  acquitted  him  on  some  such  ground,  I  believe. 
There  were  some  negroes  who  burned  a  carriage-house  some  years  ago — a  barn  that 
belonged  to  a  Mr.  Boyd,  their  former  master,  or  their  employer  at  the  time.  It  was 
proved  on  them  in  the  court,  and  they  were  convicted  ;  but  the  judge  let  them  off  on 
condition  that  they  left  the  State,  and  they  were  sent  off  to  South  Carolina. 
Question.  Who  was  thejndge? 

AnsKcr.  Judge  Watts,  a  jndge  elected  by  the  i^eople. 
Qucslion.  Was  that  the  order  of  the  court? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  order  of  the  court.  There  were  four  or  five  of  them; 
they  were  shipped  off  to  South  Carolina. 

Question.  Does  the  law  of  North  Carolina  iiei-mit  sentences  of  that  kind? 
AnsHT)'.  It  does  not.  I  do  not  know  how  it  v;as  done,  but  it  was  done.  Everybody 
remarked  upon  it  as  a  singular  sort  of  punishment.  They  were  turned  over  into  the 
cotton  fields  of  South  Carolina  about  the  time  for  j)icking  cotton.  About  sis  months 
ago  a  gentleman  living  in  the  borders  of  Virginia,  in  Mecklenburg  Coimty,  was  killed 
oy  a  negro.  He  used  frequently  to  visit  our  town,  and  was  a  very  respectable  gentle- 
man, whom  I  have  met  once  or  twice.  I  understand  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  drink- 
ing too  mnch.  His  name  was  Jefferson,  a  physician.  He  was  in  Warrenton  about  six 
Weeks  ago ;  he  came  in  a  bnggy,  and  I  understood  that  he  drank  too  much.  As  he  was 
on  his  way  back  home,  perhaps,  he  stopped  and  drank  again.  He  met  a  negro  man 
who  formerly  belonged  to  him,  and  ho  told  the  negro  to  get  up  in  the  buggy  and  ride 
with  him,  and  show  him  the  way.  It  was  some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  to  the  State 
line,  and  the  negro  went  with  him  for  a  few  miles ;  I  do  not  know  how  far.  At  length  the 
negro  nuirderecl  the  man  ;  it  was  supposed  for  his  money.  It  seems  that  he  tied  the 
horse,  and  it  is  supposed  that,  on  hearing  some  one  coming,  he  ran  oft'  and  left  the 
horse  and  buggy,  and,  I  believe,  did  not  get  all  the  money.  At  any  rate,  he  murdered 
the,  man.  He  is  now  in  jail  in  Warren  County.  But  these  things  have  nothing  to  do 
with  politics,  but  are  such  things  as  will  happen  in  every  community.  They  have 
happened  iu  the  cotirse  of  five  years ;  but  I  do  not  think  they  indicate  any  great 
amount  of  disorder. 

Question.  You  say  this  state  of  things  exists  in  Warren,  Granville,  Franklin,  and 
Wake  Counties. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  a  portion  of  Wake  County.  I  have  heard  of  some  disorders  in 
the  western  and  southwestern  portions  of  Wake  County ;  but  I  am  not  able  to  testify 
in  regard  to  them. 

Question.  Have  you  had  personal  knowledge  of  these  cases  of  which  you  have  testified? 
Ansiver.  Only  that  sort  of  knowledge  that  all  people  have  of  transactions  in  a  com- 
munity. 

Question.  From  public  rumor? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  well-known  facts  around  me. 

Question.  I  notice,  by  referring  to  the  map,  that  Chatham  County  joins  Wake  County, 
Orange  joins  Granville,  Alamance  joins  Orange,  and  Caswell  joins  Person  County ; 
Granville  County  being  between  Person  and  Warren  Counties.  Have  you  any  knowl- 
edge, derived  from  public  information,  of  tlie  state  of  security  existing  iu  Chatham, 
Orange,  Alamance,  and  Caswell  Counties,  or  either  of  them? 

Ansicer.  I  have  heard  of  a  great  deal  of  disorder  in  Orange  and  Alamance,  and  of 
some  in  Chatham. 

Question.  From  what  causes  ? 

Answer.  Some  Ixom  political  causes,  I  think;  and  a  great  deal  also  owing  to  disor- 
derly persons. 

Question.  In  what  sense  political? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  a  contest  between  the  so-called  repnblicans  and  democrats. 
15 
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Quesiion.  To  wliat  extent  difl  the  disorders  go  arising  out  of  that  contest? 
Ansurr.  I  have  heard  of  negroes  being  whipped;  and  in  Alamance  a  negro  vras 
hanged. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  refer  to  the  case  of  Wyatt  Outlaw  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  I  sui^pose  you  have  before  you  the  evidence  in  that  case.  I  havo 
heard  of  it  in  the  same  way  that  j  ou  have,  and  perhaps  do  not  know  as  much  about  it 
as  you  do. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  are  a  citizen  of  North  Carolina,  and  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  those 
counties.     We  want  tlie  opinions  of  those  residing  there. 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  considerable  disorder  there. 

Question.  Having  stated  that  these  disorders  arose  out  of  political  feeling 

Answer.  Partly. 

Question.  Well,  partly — by  which  party  do  you  understand  that  the  murder  of  Out- 
law, for  instance,  was  committed,  or  any  of  the  disorders  of  which  you  have  heard  iu 
those  counties  ? 

Answer.  There  is  no  doubt  that  an  organization,  there  called  the  Ku-Klux,  or  some- 
thing (if  that  sort,  committed  that  murder.  I  believe  that  is  the  universal  opinion  of 
all  iJarties. 

Question.  With  which  yiarty  in  political  sentiment,  if  with  either,  was  that  Ku-Klux 
organization  associated  ? 

Answer.  It  was  understood  to  be  democratic.  I  have  also  heard  of  combinations  of 
negroes  calling  theniselves  Kn-Klux  and  committing  outrages. 

Question.  In  the  same  counties'? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  may  remark  that  those  counties  were  the  very  counties  in  which 
the  Regulators  of  the  Revolution  lived,  and  the  battle  of  Alamance,  fought  between 
the  King's  troops  and  the  Regulators,  was  fought  in  what  is  now  Alamance  County.  I 
think  there  is  a  great  deal  of  that  sort  of  (liing  there. 

Question.  Chronic  anarchy  in  tliat  county  ? 

Answer.  I  would  not  say  it  was  chronic. 

By  Mr.  Bavaru: 

Question.  RatlH-t  hereditary  ? 

Answer.  I  -sVonld  say  it  was  hereditary. 

Questiiin.  Traditions  of  that  exist  there? 

Answtf  Y^s,  sir.  I  perhajis  slionld  not  have  thought  of  that  if  I  had  not  read  about 
it  in  Ct'y  "tJ  Hunt's  report:  ami  then  Ihe  fact  occurred  to  me.  wliich  lie  did  not  men- 
tion, !;,_,,,  ,iat  is  the  very  scene  of  the  oi»erations  of  the  Regulators  prior  to  the 

^^^'^K  Ho- 

•  I  sjhe  Chairman  : 

()«">^'?J».  In  your  opinion,  derived  from  these  channels  of  intercourse  with  the  peo- 
ple there,  do  y()u  believe  tliat  jxrson  and  property  are  secure,  or  that  wrongs  can  be 
redressed,  thrlingb  the  medium  of  the  civil  courts,  in  the  counties  of  Orange,  Alamance, 
and  Caswell,  which  adjoin  those  yoii  live  in  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  been"  informed — I  havo  heard  it  stated  from  authorized 
sources,  and  it  has  been  sworn  to— that  there  has  been  no  instancv;  of  violent  resistance 
to  civil  process. 

Quenliov.  Has  there  been  any  instance  of  conviction  in  court  after  a  jirocess  has 
been  served  u)K)n  Ihe  jiartiesf 

Ansirer.  Well,  no,  sir;  I  cannot  say  whether  there  has  or  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  because  I  have  not  been  there ;  only  passed  through  there. 

Question.  You  are  an  attentive  reader  of  the  public  journals? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  i)retty  attentive. 

Question.  Have  you  read  of  any  such  conviction? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember;  I  remember  reading  of  a  conviction  of  one  or  two  ne- 
groes for  murdering  a  white  man  at  Ilillslioro  ;  but  that  bad  nothing  to  do  with  poli- 
tics ;  it  was  a  nnuder  for  money,  and  occnrrt-d  twelve  or  eigliteen  months  ago. 

Question.  Of  parties  belonging  to  wliat  is  termed  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  has  any 
one  been  convicted  to  your  Ivnowb'tlge? 

Ansuer.  I  do  not  now  remember  whether  they  have  or  not.  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
being  sentenced  to  death,  that  is  certain.  There  may  have  been  some  instances  of  lighter 
punishnu-nt,  though  I  do  not  know  it. 

Question.  Are  there  counties  in  the  St.ate  besides  those  I  have  mentioned,  namely, 
Orange,  Alamance,  Chatham,  and  Caswell,  in  which  yon  have  derived  intormatiou  as 
to  the  existence^  and  operation  of  this  secret  Ku  Klux  organization? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  violence  in  the  counties  of  (ircen.  Jones,  and  Lenoir;  but 
that  was  shortly  after  the  war  ;  it  has  subsided.     In  the  county  of  Jones  a  ehcrili'  was 
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assassinated.     He  was  a  northern  man,  who  went  there  after  the  war  ;  I  think  he  was 
a  soldier.    They  have  never  found  ont  who  murdered  him. 

Qucslion.  Living  in  a  county,  as  you  say,  undisturbed  by  these  disorders,  what  has 
"been  the  impression  produced  upon  your  mind,  upon  reading  the  public  journals,  as  to 
the  attitude  which  the  parties  take  in  the  counties  where  the  disorders  exist  ? 

Ansurr.  I  do  not  think  there  have  been  organizations  embracing  any  respectable 
part  of  the  population.  I  think  they  have  been  such  disorders  as  are  apt  to  occur 
after  a  war ,  the  soldiers  having  been  accustomed  to  habits  of  roving  about  and 
leading  a  wild  life. 

Qi(e8lion.  I  will  put  the  question  in  another  form.  From  yonr  standpoint  and  view, 
being,  as  you  say,  an  attentive  reader  of  the  pnldic  journals,  have  the  disorders  iu 
those  counties  in  which  they  have  occurred  been  excused  or  palliated  by  either  iiolit- 
ieal  party?  If  so,  state  by  which  one  they  have  been  palliated  or  excused  ;  or,  if  they 
have  been  denounced  by  either  party,  state  by  which  one  they  have  been  denounced. 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  I  think  both  parties  have  denounced  outrages  in  their  newspapers. 
Of  course  each  denounces  the  outrages  committed  by  the  other  party ;  we  may  take 
that  for  granted.  For  instance,  there  is  a  paper  at  Raleigh,  called  the  Sentinel,  edited 
by  Mr.  Turner.  I  look  iipon  him  as  an  honorable  man,  but  rather  a  violent  man  iu  his 
sentiments,  and  I  have  sometimes  thought  he  ought  to  have  been  a  little  more  emphatic 
in  denotincing  these  things;  because,  though  he  has  denounced  them  habitually  and 
condemned  them,  he  always  did  it  iu  this  way:  He  would  call  upon  Governor  Holden 
to  dissolve  the  leagues,  and  would  call  npon  the  king  of  the  Ku-Klux,  as  they  call  him, 
whoever  he  might  be,  to  dissolve  their  combinations.  I  have  generally  seen  that  senti- 
ment in  his  paper,  and  I  have  seen  it  in  the  papers  on  both  sides. 

Queniion.  You  speak  now  as  to  the  expression  of  sentiment  iu  the  press  ;  how  is  it  in 
private  conversation  in  regard  to  denouncing  these  outrages  ?  what  has  been  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  parties,  if  any  1 

Ansner.  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  Avas  about  this  way  :  When  an  outrage  was  committed 
by  one  party,  it  was  more  strongly  denounced  by  the  other,  and  a  little  palliated  and 
explained  away  perhaps  by  the  party  offending,  if  not  justified,  or  some  excuse  ren- 
dered. 

Question.  Do  j'ou  know  of  any  other  organization  existing  in  the  State  which  has,  as 
an  organization,  committed  outrages  of  the  character  you  have  mentioned,  called  Ku- 
Klux  f 

Ansu-er.  I  do  not.  The  Union  Leagues  are  now  and  have  been  almost  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  colored  people.  They  were  organized  just  after  the  war.  It  has  been 
charged  that  they  have  mobbed  negroes  for  voting  the  conservative  ticket.  In  fact  I 
believe  there  are  some  well-authenticated  cases  of  that  sort.  There  was  one  iu  Warren 
County.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  a  league  procedure  or  simply  a  spontaneous 
and  momentary  feeling,  with  no  serious  results. 

Question.  Have  you  been  a  member  of  any  secret  organization  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Union  League  in  Washington,  but  I  went  only  once 
or  twice. 

Question.  Can  you  give  tis  the  obligation  of  the  order? 

Answer.  There  was  nothing  inconsistent  with  what,  was  honorable  in  the  Union 
League  organization. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Was  part  of  the  oath  pledging  secrecy  in  regard  to  their  affairs? 
Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

By  the  ChairmaS  : 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  the  oath  itself? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  and  I  would  not  undertake  to  do  it  on  any  consideration  if  I  could 
remember  it.  I  speak  of  it  simply  as  a  secret  organization  which.  I  attended  once  or 
twice.  I  had  no  fancy  for  the  thing,  particularly  after  the  war,  when  there  ceased  to 
be  anj'  sort  of  necessity  for  it,  or  simply  a  party  necessity.  I  never  had  anything  more 
to  do  with  it.  I  will  tell  you  another  thing :  There  was  a  little  secret  organization 
formed  iu  North  Carolina  by  some  of  the  Union  people,  mostly,  I  should  say,  ignorant 
people,  during  the  war.  One  of  them  came  here  during  the  war  and  initiated  Mr. 
Lincoln,  so  he  told  me,  and  General  Grant.  He  initiated  me  and  Professor  Hedrick, 
and  Mr.  Barrett,  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  but  I  never  attended  the  meetings. 

Question.  What  was  that  called  ? 

Ansu-er.  They  called  themselves  the  Heroes  of  America. 

Question.  Who  was  the  man  who  initiated  you  ? 

Answer.  His  name  is  J.  L.  Johnson. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  ? 

Answer.  In  Forsyth  County,  North  Carolina ;  I  could  not  give  his  post  office  address. 

Question.  Is  there  anything  iu  the  obligation  of  the  order  with  which  you  have  been 
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counectei  ■which  ■would  interfere  with  your  duties  to  your  fellow-meu,  or  to  your 
country,  if  you  -were  on  a  jury  or  on  the  stand  as  a  witness  ? 

Ansu-ei .  I\()thiiig  in  the  world ;  if  there  had  been  I  should  have  scorned  to  take  it  at 
once.  I  would  scorn  to  take  such  an  obligation.  I  will  say  this,  that  in  1865  or  1866, 
I  was  in  rited  to  meet  this  association,  called  the  Heroes  of  America,  in  Raleigh.  It  was 
about  tfce  time  they  began  to  talk  about  forming  a  republican  party  in  North  Carolina. 
I  have  always  been  a  member  of  that  party ;  I  was  one  of  the  lirst  to  form  an  associa- 
tion in  Washington  City  in  1854  or  1855;  I  was  counected  with  the  National  Era  here. 
I  was  invited  to  meet  the  Heroes  of  America  in  an  old  buildiug  called  the  governor's 
palace,  then  a  sort  of  outhouse  not  much  used  except  by  the  military.  I  had  forgot- 
ten how  to  get  in,  and,  I  suppose,  somebody  introduced  me.  I  at  once  told  them  that 
the  war  being  over,  I  must  decline  any  further  connection  with  the  association.  I  did 
not  see  any  necessity  for  it,  and  did  not  wish  to  perpetuate  it  simplj^  as  a  political 
engine,  and  so  I  withdrew. 

(^nfstion.  Do  you  know  of  anything  in  the  designs  or  proceedings  of  the  league  in 
North  Carolina  which  leads  to  the  commission  of  violence  by  any  of  its  members,  or 
with  its  countenance? 

Ansuer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  If  there  is  anything  of  the  sort,  it  has  been  added  since 
tlie  war.  I  think  I  have  seen  some  statement  that  something  of  the  kind  has  been 
added,  but  it  was  not  in  the  original  obligation. 

Qtterjtion    Have  you  attended  their  meetings  in  North  Carolina? 

Ant-wcr.  Never  except  once,  when  I  went  to  the  meeting  of  the  Heroes  of  America, 
and  withdrew,  as  I  have  already  stated. 

Qitcstioif.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  colored  people,  and  the  senti- 
ment that  prevails  toward  them,  in  the  counties  of  Orange,  Alamance,  Caswell,  and 
others  to  which. I  have  referred,  do  you  believe  that  they  are  secure  there,  in  person 
and  property,  from  the  wrongs  committed  by  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Ansucr.  I  suppose  they  were  not  at  that  time.  Neither  do  1  kiu)w  how  safe  the  white 
people  were  there  from  outrages  i)erpet rated  by  the  negroes,  for  there  have  been  sev- 
eral castas  re])orted  of  house-burning,  and  I  snii])ose  those  Ku-Klux  operations  have 
been  somewhat  retaliatory.     That  is  the  way  I  hear  it. 

QucHliou.  When  oli'eiises  have  becni  couuuitted  by  the  negroes,  of  the  character  of 
which  you  speak,  have  they  ordinarilj'  been  arrested  and  tried  in  court? 

Ansirer.  I  nn-ntioned  the  case  of  one  or  two  being  hanged. 

Question.  Ordinarily  is  there  any  diCLiculty  in  arresting  them  and  trying  them  by 
criminal  ])ro(:eedings  in  court? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know;  they  have  been  arrested,  tried,  and  punished  frequently,  I 
know. 

Question.  Have  you  liad  the  benefit  of  comparing  your  views  with  tho.se  of  witnesses 
who  have  testilied  hero,  for  the  purjw.se  of  making  them  harmonize  ? 

Anfticer  No,  sir;  only  Mr.  Moore  showed  me  what  he  said.  I  do  not  now  remember 
what  he  did  testify  to  as  to  facts. 

By  :Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Were  your  views  or  recollections  of  the  events  and  occurrences  in  North 
Carolina,  and  yoin-  testimony  as  now  given  in  respect  to  them,  modiiied  or  changed  iu 
any  degree  by  what  you  read  of  Mr.  Moore's  testimony  ? 

Ansuri:  No,  sir,  not  as  to  facts.  I  do  not  know  but  what  he  modified  my  views  of 
the  constitutional  question  in  regard  to  calling  a  convention.  In  fact,  I  may  state  that 
he  did,  because  my  im])rcssion  had  been  decidedly  against  the  constitutionality  of  the 
mode  of  calling  a  convention  by  less  than  a  two-thirds  vote. 

[The  chairman  here  stated  that  he  introduced  this  question  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  understanding  of  the  committee  that  no  witu<'ss  must  be  permitted 
to  take  his  testimony  from  the  room.     He  meant  no  rellection  on  any  one.] 

Question.  Will  you  please  slate,  what  positions  you  have  held  at  various  times  under 
the  United  States  Government  during  the  war? 

Answer.  In  18(J-J  I  was  api)ointcd  on  the  conunission  to  pay  the  people  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  for  their  emanci))ated  slaves,  and  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Vinton,  who  was 
first  appointed,  I  acted  ius  chairman  of  the  commission. 

Question.  You  were  appomted  by  President  Lincoln  ? 

Ans^eer.  Yes,  sir. 

Que^stion.  Were  you  an  adherent  to  the  republican  party? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Had  you  connection  with  it  up  to  and  after  the  end  of  the  war? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  vote  for  General  Grant  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  voted  under  some  i)rotest  as  to  some  persons  on  the  State  electoral 
ticket.  I  struck  off  four  names  anil  retained  five.  Some  of  these  I  was  not  satishcd 
■with,  but  as  a  choice  of  evils  1  voted  for  them. 

Question.  That  was  a  question  of  the  personal  character  of  the  candidates  f 
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A}isircr.  Yes.  sir;  I  had  no  enthusiasm  for  the  ticket.  I  acted  independeutlj .  I  held 
office  at  that  lime. 

Que^fio)!.  What  was  yonr  ofifice  at  that  time  ? 

Jnsircr.  United  States  marshal  for  the  district  of  North  Carolina. 

Qiie'iiion.  How  long  were  yon  connected  with  the  National  Era  ? 

An-wcr.  The  paper  was  started  by  Dr.  Bailey  in  1847,  and  continued  to  he  published 
till  some  time  in  the  spring  of  1860.  I  was  not  regularly  employed  on  it  till  the  latter 
jiart  of  that  period.  I  was  a  frequent  contributor  from  the  beginning.  Tbefii'st  num- 
bers he  pTiblished  contained  a  long  essay  of  mine. 

Queslion.  That  was  quite  a  distinguished  anti-slavery  paper? 

Aii^iwcr.  It  was  so  considered — perhaps  the  foremost  one  in  America.  In  18.58,  Dr. 
Bailey  employed  me  to  take  charge  of  the  paper  while  he  went  to  Europe.  He  died  on 
the  passage,  and  I  continued  to  conduct  the  paper. 

QiicHlion.  In  what  capacity  did  you  go  to  North  Carolina  after  the  war? 

AiiHivcr.  As  marshal  of  the  State. 

QiiCiiion.  How  long  did  you  act  as  marshal  ? 

A)isn-cr.  I  was  appointed  in  September  or  October,  1865,  and  I  remained  there  till 
April,  1869,  when  I  was  displaced. 

QucHfion.  Did  you,  while  there,  employ  deputies  in  different  parts  of  the  State? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  many. 

Question.  Did  yon  have  any  difficulty  in  the  execution  of  the  processes  of  your 
courts,  the  service  of  writs,  and  the  arrest  of  individuals,  where  that  was  reqnii^'d  ? 

Aiivirer.  I  do  not  think  there  was  ever  any  serious  difficulty  in  executing  process. 
In  one  instance  I  was  interfered  with  by  General  Sickles;  I  reported  the  case  to  Wash- 
ington and  was  sustained,  and  he  was  recalled.  I  directed  my  deputy  not  to  yield, 
except  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

Qiiesliori.  Did  you  and  your  deputies  find  full  and  perfect  security  against  personal 
violence  in  that  State? 

Ai)suri:  I  never  heard  of  but  one  exception,  and  that  was  where  an  old  deputy  was  a 
little  afraid  to  arrest  the  whisky  distillers  in  the  mountains  who  violated  the  laws,  but 
a  young  man  that  I  emjiloyed  did  execute  the  process. 

QiienUon.  Do  you  recollect  the  name  of  the  young  man? 

Ansivcr.  It  was  Neer ;  I  forget  his  first  name;  he  lives  in  Burke  County. 

Question.  Was  R.  T.  Bosher  one  of  your  deputies  ? 

Answer.  I  had  a  great  many  men  who  were  specially  deputed  to  execute  single  pro- 
cesses, and  I  do  not  remember  that  name.     There  might  have  been  such  a  name. 

Qiicfiiioii.  Are  you  aware  or  do  you  believe  tliat  there  exists  anything  Jike  an  organ- 
ized hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  its  permanence,  and  its  authority, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina? 

An>iwcr.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  from  what  I  have  heard  of  these  Ku-Klus — or  what- 
ever they  call  themselves — they  are  something  like  the  Know  Nothings,  so  called  by  out- 
siders, while  that  was  not  their  real  name — I  do  not  think  the  developments  show,  in 
fact  they  do  not  prove,  that  they  have  any  plans  or  purposes  hostile  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  but  their  object  being  only  to  promote  party  ends;  and  that 
the  violence  was  a  sort  of  incidental  thing  growing  out  of  the  collision  between  the 
two  parties. 

Q^iieHtion.  You  believe  the  cases  of  violence  by  disguised  men  have  been  the  acts  of 
individuals  banded  together  for  the  purpose  of  retaliation  one  upou  another? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  far  it  is  simply  retaliatory.  In  some  instances  they  may 
have  gone  beyond  that. 

Qiieslion.  It  is  but  an  expression  of  opinion  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qneslion.  Yon  have  spoken  of  a  secret  order  called  the  Heroes  of  America,  into  which 
you  and  gentlemen  yon  have  named  Avere  inducted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  simply  tliat  we  might  hear  the  secret  news  from  the  South  in  favor 
of  the  United  States  Government. 

Question.  You  say  an  attempt  was  made  to  continue  it  after  the  war,  and  that, finding 
that  to  be  the  case,  you  attended  one  meeting  and  withdrew  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  continuance  of  the  order  there  as  a  politi- 
ical  organization  sinq)ly  ? 

Ansirer.  I  have  this  evidence  of  it,  that  the  old  members  of  it  spoke  of  it  and  asked 
SK^  to  come  in. 

Question.  Had  that  order  the  usual  secret  passwords  and  signs  of  such  societies? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  Union  League,  you  never  attended  it  after  the  war? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  attend  it  to  the  conclusion  of  the  Avar;  I  dropped  off;  got 
tired  of  it ;  it  was  a  bore  to  me. 

Question.  That  was  a  secret  society? 
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Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Hud  it  passwords  and  signs  ? 

A7isu'cr.  Yes,  sir. 

Queslion.  When  you  went  into  North  Caroline,  tell  ns  about  the  organization  of  the 
Union  Leagues  among  the  colored  peojjle.' 

Answer.  1  only  know  from  hearsay.  It  is  the  gene  ral  understanding,  and  not  denied 
that  for  a  long  time  Governor  Holden  was  at  the  head  of  it  and  was  very  active  in 
organizing  it. 

Question.  That,  you  say,  is  the  general  ])ublic  belief? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  it  is  not  denied.  I  understand  now  tliat  he  has  withdrawn  from 
it,  as  its  chief. 

Question.  Have  the  colored  jieople  by  this  means  been  brought  into  unity  of  ijolitical 
sentiment  ? 

Ansiver.  It  is  so  regarded,  and  they  do  vote  witb  great  unanimity.  A  few  have  broken 
away  from  them — perhaps  never  joined  them.  In  Warren  County  the  negroes  are  in 
the  proportion  of  two  and  one-half  to  one  of  whites.  They  elect  three  members  of  the 
legislature,  and  the  whites  none.  They  have  the  good  sense  to  elect  white  magis- 
trates, because  it  reciuires  reading  and  v.ritiug  for  those  offices.  They  elect  two 
school  committee  men  of  their  own  color,  and  one  white  man,  as  a  general  rule,  through- 
out the  county.  I  am  chairman  and  acting  secretary  of  the  school  committee  of  the 
ninth  township.  My  two  associates  are  colored  men.  One  of  them  cannot  read  and. 
write  j  the  other  can  read  a  little  andsign  his  name,  but  I  do  the  writing  at  his  request. 

Question.  What  is  the  duty  of  these  scliool  committees  ? 

Answer.  To  employ  teachers,  see  to  the  repairs  of  the  school-house,  take  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  children  in  the  district,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 

Question.  Are  your  schools  numerously  attended  ? 

Ansiver.  The  colored  schools  are  very  well  attended. 

Question.  Are  your  schools  mixed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  the  law  refpiires  that  the  races  shall  be  separate  in  schools.  It  was 
passed  by  the  radical  legislature.  There  is  a  prohibition  against  mixed  schools.  lu 
my  district  we  have  had  generally  two  colored  schools  and  one  white — poorly  organ- 
ized, not  having  money  enough  to  ])ay  teachers,  &c. 

Question.  Who  were  electe<l  to  the  legislature  from  your  district  or  county? 

Answer.  .John  Hyman  was  elected  senator — a  yellow  man,  about  thirty-three  years  of 
age,  who  takes  the  name  of  his  former  master.  He  can  read  a  little,  aud  perhaps 
T\'rite. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  he  can  write  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  should  think,  [>erhaps,  he  can  ;  not  much,  howevei*.  One  day 
when  I  was  without  my  glasses,  I  asked  him  to  read  the  news  at  the  depot,  aud  he  got 
along  tolerably  well  by  si»elling  a  little. 

Question.  What  was  it ;  a  newspaper? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  read  with  difficulty? 

Answer.  With  some  (lifliciilty. 

Question.  Can  he  read  manuscript? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  can  or  not. 

Question.  Who  were  the  other  members  elected  to  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  William  Cawthorn,  to  the  house  of  representatives.  Ho  takes  his  old  mas- 
ter's name.     He  is  a  man  of  a  great  deal  more  education,  and  is  a  very  amiable  person. 

Question.  What  are  his  accomplishments  ? 

Answer.  He  can  read  and  write,  as  I  know.  He  has  written  me  letters  several  times. 
He  writes  a  very  decent  letter.  He  has  taught  a  colored  school ;  I  went  to  see  it  once 
or  twice  before  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature,  and  1  thought  he  was  a  very  excellent 
teacher  for  young  children.  He  made  them  Ihoioughly  understand  everythiug.  Ho 
taught  spelling,  reading,  and  the  rudimeuts  of  arithmetic,  1  believe. 

Question.  Who  was  tlie  other  member  / 

Answer.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Falkuer. 

Question.  A  colored  man  also? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  lu;  read  and  write  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  cannot;  that  is  my  impression. 

Question.  How  long  did  ilr.  Cawthorn  teach  the  colored  school  ? 

Answer.  He  began,  1  think,  about  1865  or  18(jt),  and  continued  perhaps  uutil  he  was 
electe<l  to  the  legislature. 

Queslion.  Is  he  in  the  present  legislature? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  was  in  the  last. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  disturbance  of  this  man  Cawthoru  as  teacher  of 
the  colored  school  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  Are  there  other  colored  schools  than  his  there? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  are  two  northern  ladies,  who  for  three  years,  I  think,  have 
been  teaching  a  very  large  puhlic  school  in  Warrenton  ;  they  commenced  before  the 
common  school  system  Ijegan,  and  I  think  they  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good. 

Queslion.  Have  they  been  treated  witli  civility  and  kindness  by  the  peojdef 

Ansiccr.  Well,  sir,  as  to  kindness  I  could  not  say,  but  they  have  never  been  treated 
otherwise  than  respectfully. 

Question.  Have  they  ever  been  interfered  with  in  person  or  in  property  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  the  slightest  degree ;  I  think  they  would  have  been  treated  wlthi 
more  kindness,  that  is,  that  people  would  have  called  u]>on  them,  had  they  not  lived  at 
the  house  of  a  colored  man  ;  I  believe  they  occupj'  a  part  of  tlie  house, 

Queslion.  That  i>revented  the  social  intercourse  which  you  think  otherwise  would 
have  occurred  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  the  mayor  of  the  town  say  a  week  or  two  ago,  when  I  spoke 
of  these  ladies  making  gi'eat  sacrilices  in  teaching  the  colored  ])eople,  and  wiieji  I  re- 
marked that  they  miist  be  either  very  good  or  very  bad  women,  I  heard  the  mayor  say 
that  they  were  excellent  women. 

Queslion.  To  what  political  party  is  the  mayor  attached  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  conservative.  He  said  these  were  Quaker  ladies  and  very  excellent 
persons. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  that  State  to 
break  up  the  educational  system  of  the  colored  peoi)le  throughout  the  State? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  at  all ;  there  may  be  individuals  who  feel  that  way  in  their  hearts, 
but  the  public  sentiment  is  all  in  favor  of  the  education  of  the  colored  people  ;  I  do  not 
think  any  newspaper  would  be  countenanced  that  took  ground  against  it. 

Question.  Your  own  sentiments  are  of  friendship  toward  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  desire  to  see  them  elevated? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  aware  of  this  feeling  on  your  part  generally? 

Ansiver.  I  think  so,  wherever  they  have  heard  of  me. 

Question.  Do  they  consult  or  talk  with  you  in  a  friendly  manner  in  respect  to  their 
interest  and  condition  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  they  do  in  everything  to  promote  their  welfare.  Politically  they 
do  not  affiliate  so  much  with  me,  because  I  do  not  follow  the  lead  of  Governor  Holdeu. 
I  think  they  have  a  great  deal  of  confidence  in  me  personally,  but  they  stick  to  the 
party. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  complaints  made  to  you  by  the  colored  men  of  their  want 
of  security  in  their  homes  or  in  their  })roperty  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ? 

A7iswer.  No,  sir,  not  at  all.  I  do  not  know  them  in  those  districts  to  which  I  sup- 
pose you  refer. 

Question.  You  may  speak  of  Avhat  has  come  to  your  knowledge. 

Ansictr.  They  are  as  secure  in  Warren  County  as  any  people  in  the  world ;  the  fact 
is,  they  have  all  the  power. 

Question.  Have  j'ou  any  recollection  of  Governor  Holden  pardoning  offenders  who 
have  been  convicted  of  crimes  of  violence  against  person  and  property? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  has  done  that ;  I  could  not  i^oint  out  the  cases  now,  but  I  know 
it  was  done,  and  knew  it  at  the  time. 

Question.  Notorious  oifeuders  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  remember  the  other  day,  just  before  I  left  North  Carolina,  of 
an  instance  of  the  colored  population  mobbing  a  colored  man  for  voting,  or  Avishing  to 
vote,  the  cons(!rvative  ticket ;  they  beat  him  terribly,  I  believe ;  I  do  not  know  the 
particulars;  at  any  rate  they  were  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary,  and  Governor  Holdeu 
l^ardoned  the  parties  who  perpetrated  the  outrage  on  him. 

Question.  Did  that  create  a  sense  of  insecurity  for  other  colored  men  who  might 
desire  to  vote  that  way  ? 

Answer.  That  would  necessarily  be  the  effect,  but  I  do  not  know  how  far  they  knew 
the  fact,  or  how  far  it  had  that  effect. 

Question.  You  have  been  connected  with  the  public  press  of  the  cotiutry  and  are  a 
literary  man  in  your  taste.  Are  you  in  the  habit  now  of  keeping  yourself  up  with  the 
current  news? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  as  well  as  I  can  in  the  country  ;  I  take  the  New  York  Weekly  Tri- 
bune and  read  other  papers. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  taking  the  reports  of  northern  papers  and  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  North  Carolina,  do  you  consider  that  homicides  and  cases  of  violence  to 
person  and  property  are  more  frequent,  projiortionately  to  their  population,  in  North 
Carolina  than  they  are  in  the  State  of  New  York  or  other  Northern  States? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  we  have  as  many  murders,  in  i)roportion  to  popula- 
tion, as  they  have  in  New  York.  The  Tribune  said,  some  time  ago,  that  there  were 
more  murders  in  one  or  two  congressional  districts  in  that  city  than  there  are  in  the 
whole  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  I  think  the  e-aitor  is  in-etty  near  right  about  it. 
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Qucsilon.  So  far  as  yoii  can  jiulge,  as  a  general  reader,  do  you  consider  that  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  your  State  will  coujparc  equally  favorably  with  that  of  other  States 
in  the  northern  country  ? 

Answer.  I  do ;  I  think  iieople  there  are  as  quiet  and  orderly  as  anywhere  else.  Of 
course  there  are  some  exceptions  ;  those  exceptions  embrace  live  or  six  counties  out  of 
ninety ;  but  I  should  feel  a  great  deal  safer  even  in  those  counties  than  I  would  at  the 
Five  Points. 

Question.  What  was  the  debt  of  North  Carolina  at  the  close  of  the  war  ? 

Answer.  The  principal  was  about  §14,000,000,  and  the  accumulated  interest  amounts 
to  perhaps  §4,000,00u  more. 

Question.  What  has  that  debt  been  swollen  to  ? 

Answer.  The  legislatuie,  and  I  think  the  convention,  to  some  extent,  appropriated 
about  .$25,000,000,  but  some  of  the  a])propriations  were  made  in  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution and  have  been  declared  null  by  tiie  supreme  court;  these  amount  to  about 
$12,C00,000.  The  constitution  provided  that  no  new  internal  improvements  should  be 
begun  without  submitting  the  question  to  the  people;  I  think  they  attempted  to  avoid 
that  provision  of  the  constitution  in  some  way  by  continuing  old  lines. 

Question.  And  certain  issues  of  bonds  were  avoided  by  your  courts  as  imconstitu- 
tional  ? 

Atiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  remainder  of  the  debt  which  was  not  avoided,  what  became  of  that  I 

Answer.  The  money  has  been  nearly  all  scpiandered. 

Question.  Was  it  judiciously  and  h(mestly  s^ient  for  the  benefit  of  the  State? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  has  been  very  dishouestly  spent. 

Question.  Who  obtained  this  benefit  ? 

Aiisxver.  Well,  sir,  a  set  of  swindlers,  native  and  foreign  born,  who  ought  to  be  in  the 
penitentiary  for  the  balance  of  their  natural  lives.  One  Littlelield,  or  General  Little- 
field 

Question.  Where  does  he  hail  from  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  remarkal)]y  fine-looking  man,  one  of  the  most  elegant  men  I  ever 
saw.  He  told  me  that  he  resided  at  tjermantown,  Pennsylvania.  He  also  spoke  of 
having  lived  in  Illinois.  He  was  in  the  Army.  I  understood  the  other  day,  from  a 
member  of  the  eoinmittee,  that  he  was  about  to  be  casliiered  and  i>ut  in  ])ris(m  for  dis- 
honorable conduct  during  the  war.  I  am  sorry  wo  did  not  know  it  in  time,  we  might 
have  saved  some  millions  of  the  iiublic  mouey.  He  has  been  a  great  engineer  of  these 
operatiims. 

Question.  Through  whom  did  he  chiefly  act  in  those  frauds? 

Answer.  He  l)ecaine  the  friend  of  Governor  Holdeii. 

Question.  Was  he  an  intimate  friend  of  Ciovernor  Ilolden  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  bough)  out  Governor  1  lolden's  ])aper,  the  Standard,  built  a  very 
elegant  luinting-house,  bought  material  and  paper,  and  went  ou  with  a  groat  flourish. 

Question.  Is  Joseph  W.  ilolden,  the  son  of  the  governor,  connected  with  it  ? 

Answer.  He  was  for  a  time. 

Que.'fiion.  Was  it  bought  out  for  a  fair  price? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  a  great  many  doubted  whether  Governor  Holden 
made  a  bona  tide  sale.  I  think  it  was  sold  for  about  $20,000,  and  I  believe  it  was  a 
bona  tide  transaction. 

Question.  Could  General  Littlefield  have  accomplished  these  frauds  ou  the  Stat«  credit 
without  the  aid  of  Governor  Ilolden  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  he  could  not. 

Question.  Was  it  generally  understood  by  the  people  that  Governor  Holden  was  in 
BOme  way  juivy  to  tlu^  s((uan(lering  of  the  State  credit  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many  tlionglit  he  was  a  i)arty  to  it  in  a  pecuniary  sense;  but  1  have 
never  sei"n  any  evidence  that  he  made  any  money  Ity  it,  ))(!rs(»nally.  I  tliink  it  was 
his  political  ambition  which  ))romi)te(l  him  to  accept  of  the  support  of  any  man  with- 
out reference  to  his  character.  1  think  that  was  his  characteristic.  I  do  not  think 
he  asked  a  question  about  a  man's  private  character. 

Question.  Was  there  ever  an  investigation  by  tlie  legislature  of  these  frauds? 

Answer.  There  have  been  two  or  three  investigations  attempted. 

Question.  Did  they  trace  the  possession  of  tiiein  to  different  parties? 

Answer.  I  could  not  exactly  say  what  tiie  report  was,  but  the  fact  was  that  through 
Governor  Iloiden's  instrumentality  I>ittlelield  was  made  president  of  one  of  tlie  jirinci- 
pal  railroad  corporations,  and  I  do  not  know  how  many  millions  went  into  his  hands. 
Then  a  man  named  Swepsou,  a  native  of  the  State  of  \irginia,  but  who  for  many  years 
lived  in  Norfii  Carolina,  is  another  liuaucier  of  that  sort. 

Queflion.  In  tiiat  same  ring  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  were  the  directors  in  this  road,  as  far  as  to  be  interested  in  it  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  who  they  were;  I  don't  remember  the  names. 
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Qnesiion.  Yon  are  not  a-^are  to  whose  possession  these  bonds  were  traced,  or  who 
proved  to  have  received  some  of  them  for  private  use  ? 

Jiifm-er.  I  couhl  not  saj- much  about  it ;  but  Swepson  and  Littlefield  were  the  recip- 
ients in  a  laige  measure.  Dr.  Sh)au  had  sometliino-  to  do  with  it,  was  mach'  president 
of  the  road,  and  Andrew  Jackson  Jones  also  liad  something;  to  do  with  it;  with  others. 

(Jueiiiion.  Did  all  these  men  grow  rich  out  of  the  transaction  ? 

AiiHircr.  .Swepson  was  said  to  be  almost  a  millionaire  before  he  began  it.  They  say 
now  he  is  liankrupt.  As  to  Littletield,  uol>ody  has  been  able  to  know  whether  he  was 
worth  anything  when  he  came  there  or  not. 

(Jitcslion.  Was  Tim  Lee,  of  Wake  County,  understood  to  be  in  it  ? 

Anm-er.  I  know  this  about  Tim  Lee's  connection  with  the  bonds:  There  was  an  in- 
junction case  got  up,  and  it  was  looked  upon  as  a  fraudulent  case,  made  up  by  both 
parties.  That  is  the  Avay  jjublic  sentiment  regards  it.  It  has  been  printed  and  exposed 
in  a  report  to  the  legishiture,  which  is  nmchiuore  accurate  than  my  recollection  atiout 
it.  He  got,  I  think,  §1U,000  of  the  bonds  for  some  trifling  service— putting  somebody 
in  counnunication  with  somebody  else. 

Question.  You  say  both  parties ;  you  mean  it  was  gotten  up  inside  of  this  railroad 
ring  ? 

Answer.  Not  political  parties.  I  mean  the  pros  and  cons  in  the  injunction  suit.  It  was 
understood  to  be  a  ring  jiroceeding. 

Question.  A  sham  proceeding? 

Ansn-er.  Yes,  sir  ;  in  order  to  get  hold  of  a  large  amount  of  money. 

Queslion.  Did  this  lavish  issue  of  bonds  and  swelling  of  the  State  debt  produce 
throughout  the  State  apprehensions  of  State  insolvency  ? 

Answer.  Certainly  ;  it  is  looked  upon  as  an  accomidished  fact  now. 

Quesiion.  Was  that  apprehension  very  widespread  ? 

Answer.  It  is  so  now. 

Question.  AVas  it  so  before  the  elections? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  people  despaired  of  the  credit  of  the  State  a  year  or  two  ago. 

Quesiion.  Is  that  common  to  all  ])roperty-holders  in  the  State? 

Answrr.  I  think  that  is  the  general  sentiment.  I  would  not  give  ten  cents  on  the  dol- 
lar for  the  new  State  bonds,  because  I  do  not  believe  the  people  intend  to  pay  them. 

Question.  Was  that  the  real  issue  in  the  last  political  canvass — the  question  of  extrav- 
agance on  one  side  and  proposed  economy  on  the  other  ? 

Answer.  That  was  one  of  the  great  issues.  There  were  other  issues  b(>sides.  One 
was  the  general  profligacy  and  corruption  of  Holdeu's  radical  administration — I  call  it 
radical,  not  republican.  Another  was  the  tyranny  of  his  administration  ;  it  has  been 
very  arbitrary  in  many  respects. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  Holden's  language  or  conduct  tending  to  show 
his  intention  to  retain  political  control  of  the  State  irrespective  of  the  wishes  of  its 
people  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  cannot  say  that  I  know  that  he  has  made  any  avowal  of  his  disposi- 
tion to  hold  power  in  disregard  of  the  will  of  the  people.  I  do  not  know  that  he  has 
undertaken  to  declare  iiublicly — whatever  he  may  think — that  he  Avill  hold  on  to  power 
in  violation  of  the  will  of  the  people  after  they  have  expressed  it.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  comprehend  your  question. 

Question.  I  speak  of  his  proclamation  of  military  law  in  certain  counties  in  that 
State  ;  was  there,  in  your  opinion,  a  condition  of  affairs  of  those  counties  to  justify 
his  act  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  there  could  have  been  a  fairer  election  if  it  had 
gone  on  without  it  than  with  it.  I  think  it  might  have  been  necessary  to  have  some 
little  vigilance  if  there  was  any  danger  of  violence.  It  would  have  been  very  Avell  to 
havi;  had  some  police  or  even  some  militia  there ;  but  the  effect  of  his  declaring  the 
couuti(!s  in  insurrection  was  to  prevent  a  fall  vote,  as  is  shown  by  comparing  the  vote 
then  with  the  votes  before  and  afterwards.  There  were  some  hundreds  who  did  not 
vote. 

Quesiion.  Did  this  dissatisfaction  with  Governor  Holden's  course,  both  in  finances 
and  other  things,  extend  to  nianj'^  gentlemen  who  had  formerly  acted  with  the  repub- 
lican party  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  has  been  a  great  deal  condemned  by  those  who  formerlj^  adhered 
to  him. 

Question.  What  portion,  do  you  suppose,  of  the  i')roperty  of  North  Carolina  is  owned 
by  the  colored  people — what  fraction  ? 

Answer.  It  is  so  small  you  could  hardly  estimate  it.  In  riding  over  the  counties  that 
I  am  most  familiar  with,  on  the  railroads  and  highways,  you  will  see  a  great  many 
new  cabins  with  a  little  clearing  around  them.  I  think  in  most  cases  they  are  renters, 
however. 

By  the  Ciiairmax  : 
Question.  What  proportion  woTild  they  own,  if  they  had  their  own  earnings,  in  North 
Carolina? 
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Ansicm:  1  think  tbey  would  have  it  nearly  all — half,  at  least — because  they  are  half 
the  laboring  population. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  What  quantity  would  be  owned  by  the  working  peoi^le  of  everj'  ship-yard 
and  factory  in  the  North,  if  they  had  their  own  earnings  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  be  about  the  same  way.  You  know  a  large  majority  of  the 
people  of  North  Carolina  are  Avhites. 

Question.  You  consider  the  amount  of  property  taxable  belonging  to  the  colored  peo- 
ple is  comparatively  trivial  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  hardly  amounts  to  anything. 

Question.  Your  juries  in  North  Carolina  are  mixed,  are  they  not  ? 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qucslion.  In  your  county? 

Ansim:  Yes,  sir. 

Q(((;.s7(0H.  Which  preponderates  in  your  county,  the  colored  or  white  population? 

Answer.  There  are  more  than  two  colored  people  to  one  white. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  colored  jnrors  can  read  or  write  ? 

Answer.  Unless  they  pick  them  out,  there  would  not  be  one  in  a  hundred,  or  one  in 
fifty.  The  rising  generation  is  learning  to  read,  but  the  old  peoj)le  do  not  read  and 
write. 

Qucfition.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  Colonel  Kirk  before  he  came  to  North  Carolina? 

Ansuer.  I  may  have  heard  of  him  during  the  war.  It  seemed  to  me  when  his  name 
came  up  that  it  was  not  unfamiliar  to  me. 

Queniion.  What  was  liis  common  reputation  when  he  was  sent  in  that  country  by 
Governor  Holden  ? 

Answer.  I  havt;  heard  since  that  it  was  just  as  bad  as  it  could  be  ;  that  he  had  com- 
mitted some  mnrdrrs.  I  remember  the  statement  that  he  had  shot  down  some  young 
men  that  were  begging  for  their  lives. 

Question.  Where  was  that  ? 

Answer.  In  some  one  of  the  western  counties — perhaps  in  Madison  coimty. 

Question.  Was  that  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  tliink  it  was. 

Question.  Do  you  know  if  he  was  engaged  on  both  sides  in  the  war? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  about  that.  It  seems  to  me  I  heard  so,  or  that  Bergen  was  ;  I 
am  not  sure  aliont  it. 

Question.  Did  Kirk's  presence  and  character  in  that  county  terrorize  the  people? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  did  ;  1  have  no  doubt  it  did,  because  he  was  looked  upon  as  a 
cruel  monster. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  more  of  his  conduct  than  is  published  iu  these  habeas 
corpus  cases  .' 

Answer.  No,  sir,  notliing  more  than  Avhat  is  printed  ;  I  read  it  at  the  time. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  know  nothing  of  his  conduct  personally  ? 

yinswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  those  who  did  know  him  stated  that  they  never  know 
anything  against  his  character  as  a  citizen  until  he  became  an  oliicer  in  the  Union 
Army  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  what  they  said. 

Question.  Tiien  you  only  know  what  certain  persons  said  who  were  arrested  by  him? 

Answer.  What  was  said  iu  the  newspai)ers  about  liis  character  ;  his  character  was 
generally  denounced  as  that  of  a  desperado  aud  villain. 

Question.  What  class  of  newspapers  ? 

Answer.  Of  course  the  conservative. 

Question.  The  democratic  jiapers  denounced  him? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  read  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Reeves,  formerly  of  Tennessee,  on  the 
impeachment  trial  in  regard  to  Kirk's  character  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  seen  but  very  little  of  the  proceedings  on  that  trial;  they 
publish  but  very  little  in  the  newspapers. 

Question.  The  character  you  speak  of  you  learned  from  the  democratic  new-spapers? 

Ansu-cr.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  scarcely  any  otlier  newsjjapers  there  now. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  population  of  Warren  is  two-thirds  col* 
orcd  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  little  more  than  two-thirds. 

Question.  How  is  the  white  population  divided  politically  ? 

Answer.  Tliev  are  nearly  all  of  one  party. 

Que.Htion.  Which  ? 

Answer.  Conservative. 
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Qucsfioii.  The  colored  people  are  all  on  the  other  side? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  though  there  are  quite;  a  number  of  colored  people  who  are  conser- 
vatives ;  tliey  had  a  candidate  last  year  by  the  name  of  Ransom,  a  well-educated  mau 
for  one  of  his  race  ;  he  received  about  600  white  votes. 

Question.  You  say  two-thirds  of  the  iiopulation  is  colored,  and  you  have  already 
stated  that  they  belong  to  the  Union  League? 

Answer.  So  I  understood ;  I  do  not  know  that. 

Qnestio)!.  Has  there  been  an  instance  of  violence  on  the  part  of  the  colored  j)0j)ula- 
tion  toward  the  conservative  voters  in  that  county,  that  you  know  of? 

Answer.  Only  the  one  I  referred  to,  and  that  did  not  amount  to  much. 

Qtieslion.  What  was  that  ? 

Answer.  In  "Warrentou,  the  couuty  seat,  a  conservative  colored  mau 

Question.  Was  that  an  instance  of  an  attack  upon  a  conservative  negro  by  the  other 
negroes  ? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir;  I  think  they  were  about  to  mob  him;  I  did  not  happen  to  be  there, 
and  the  white  people  rallied  to  his  supx>ort. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  instances  of  whipping  or  murder  committed  by  the 
negroes  upon  conservative  iieoiile  ? 

Ansicer.  Not  an  instance ;  the  fact  is,  there  is  a  good  state  of  feeling  between  the 
blacks  and  the  whites,  as  is  evidenced  l)y  the  fact  that  they  voluntarily  elected  nearly 
all  their  magistrates  from  the  conservative  white  ])eople  ;  they  electeil  a  conservative 
slieriif,  register  of  deeds,  and  county  clerk;  I  do  not  know  but  soiue  of  these  offlcers 
since  the  election — not  the  sheriff,  but  the  others — are  beginning  to  sympathize  with 
the  radicals  to  some  extent,  but  their  sympathy  is  of  a  mild  type. 

Question.  What  is  the  state  of  things  in  the  adjoining  county,  Granville  ;  is  there  a 
majority  of  the  colored  poi)ulation  there  also? 

Answer.  About  equally  divided. 

Question.  Which  party  is  in  the  ascendency? 

Answer.  The  radicals  have  a  small  majority  as  a  general  rule  ;  the  most  popular  con- 
servative man  in  the  State,  who  was  elected  to  Congress  and  died.  Judge  Gilliam,  was 
beaten  250  votes  in  that  couuty. 

Question.  In  Franklin  County  how  is  it? 

Answer.  Very  nearly  equally  divided. 

Question.  Which  has  the  ascendency  ? 

Answer.  The  radicals  have  it  there. 

Question.  In  these  three  counties,  Warren,  Granville,  and  Franklin,  where  the  negroes 
preponderate  and  the  republican  party  has  the  ascendency,  you  say  there  has  been  no 
instance  of  assassination  or  violence  by  the  Union  League,  that  j'ou  know  of,  or  by  the 
colored  people  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  by  the  colored  people.  There  was  one  instance  in  Granville, 
that  I  heard  of,  of  a  negro  who  wr.s  said  to  have  had  his  ears  cut  off.  I  have  heard 
that  the  fellow  who  cut  them  off  has  turned  radical  since. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  What  did  he  do  it  for? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  the  offense  was. 

By  the  Chairm.o,'  : 

Question.  I  understand  you  are  now  in  ojiposition  to  Governor  Holden  and  his  party? 

Answer.  Decidedly. 

Question.  And  you  go  with  the  conservative  party  ? 

Answer.  I  voted  the  conservative  ticket  for  Congress  and  State  officers  at  the  elections 
last  year.  I  simply  voted  for  those  gentlemen  who  did  not  entirely  agree  with  me  in 
opinion  because  I  looked  upon  them  as  more  lit  to  represent  the  district  than  those  put 
up  by  the  opposite  party.  They  were  high-toned  gentlemen.  I  had  to  choose  between 
them  and  such  men  as  Dewees,  who  was  turned  out  of  Congress. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  railroad  appropriations,  was  there  a  party  question  either 
in  its  inception  or  in  the  abuse  that  was  made  of  the  use  of  the  bonds  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  entirely  a  party  question,  because  a  great  many  conservatives  on 
the  lines  of  tlie  roads  were  deeply  interested  in  them  ;  but  the  political  responsibility 
was  with  the  radicals,  because  they  had  almost  nine-tenths  of  the  members  of  the  legis- 
lature, or,  at  any  rate,  four-Iifths. " 

Question.  Did  it  beccmie  a  party  questi^  until  after  this  squandering  of  the  bonds 
and  the  cluirges  against  Governor  Holden  of  incompetency  in  discharging  his  trust? 

Answer.  Yes,  sii'.  The  peoi^le  as  a  general  rule  condemned  them,  and  a  great  many 
republicans  did. 

Question.  You  nusapprehend  my  question.  Did  it  become  a  party  question  until  after 
the  bonds  were  squandered  and  the  charges  brought  against  Goveruor  Holden  of  incom- 
petency ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  became  to  a  certain  extent  a  party  C[uestion  when  the  laws  were 
being  enacted  authorizing  the  issue  of  the  bonds. 
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Qn&sf''0)i.  Who  -were  the  persons,  iu  public  estimation,  joined  -with  General  Littlefield 
in  this  dishonest  use  of  the  public  securities  ? 

Answer.  A  {rood  ninny  members  of  the  legislature  were  understood  to  be  in  the  ring, 
as  they  call  it.     Littlefield  and  Swepson  were  the  two  prominent  men. 

Que'slion.  Was  General  Clingman  among  them  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  his  name  connected  Avith  them  in  this  way.  I  know  he  had 
something  to  do  as  director,  and  I  have  seen  charges  made  against  him  in  the  Sentinel, 
but  I  do  not  know  anything  to  his  prejudice.  I  know  he  wrote  a  pamphlet  on  the  sub- 
ject last  year. 

Question.  Have  these  questions  of  prudence  in  the  management  or  issuing  of  bonds 
in  any  case  affected  the  public  peace  ?     Has  disorder  or  violence  arisen  from  it? 

Anm-er.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  it  has,  except  it  be  a  sort  of  recklessness  which 
it  was  calculated  to  produce. 

Qnesliori.  Did  personal  violence  result  in  any  case  from  the  feeling  engendered  from 
that  party  contest  ? 

Answer"^  No,  sir.  I  know  of  one  instance  that  occurred  recently,  where  Mr.  Turner, 
the  editor  of  the  Sentinel,  had  made  frequent  offensive  allusions  to  General  Clingmau 
in  coDucetion  with  the  matter  and  his  connection  with  the  "ring,"  I  think  lie  called  it. 
He  ridiculed  him  a  great  deal,  too,  in  one  way  and  another,  and  one  day  near  the  capi- 
tol  they  had  an  altercation. 

Qnesiion.  That  was  a  personal  altercation? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  My  question  was,  did  the  agitation  of  that  question  organize  or  create  -vio- 
leuce  on  one  side  or  the  other? 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  18,  1871. 

JosKPii  H.  Wilson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Qticstion.  Where  do  you  live? 

Answer.  In  Charlotte,  Mecklenburg  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  the  State? 

Answer.  I  am  a  native  of  the  county,  and  have  been  residing  in  Charlotte  since  1830. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation? 

Answer.  That  of  the  law. 

Question.  In  what  luut  of  the  State  do  you  practice? 

Answer.  In  the  southwestern  part,  where  I  reside — in  the  counties  of  Mecklenburg, 
Union,  Cabanas,  Kowau,  and  Gaston — in  the  Federal  court  and  supreme  court  of  the 
State. 

Question.  From  the  intercourse  you  have  had  with  the  people,  and  your  means  of  ob- 
servation iu  tho.se  (  ounties,  give  us  your  belief  as  to  the  security  of  person  and  property 
existing  iu  those  c(mnties. 

Answer.  There  have  been  disorders  in  those  counties,  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  I 
must  state,  however,  that  they  haVe  been  iu  the  main  committed  by  person.s  of  color. 

Question.  Give  us,  as  bricilyas  you  can,  your  views  of  the  condition  of  society  there 
as  atlecting  the  security  of  person  and  property. 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  good,  with  the  exception  of  thieveries  that  are  committed. 
Good  <u-der  jirevails,  with  the  exception  of  those  violations  of  the  criminal  law  consistent 
with  larcenies  maiidy  and  occasional  homicides. 

Question.  Where  injuries  of  this  kind  have  been  inflicted,  has  there  been  any  difficulty 
in  bringing  the  offenders  to  justice  through  the  medium  of  your  civil  tribuuals? 

Answer.  None  wliatever. 

Question.  Have  the  perpetrators  been  arrested? 

Ansurr.  They  have. 

Question.  And  brought  to  trial  ? 

Answer.  As  a  general  thing  they  have. 

Question.  Been  convicted  iu  any  instances? 

Ansiter.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  the  counties  you  have  named,  have  there  been  any  of  the  outrages  popu- 
larly known  as  Ku-Klux  outrages? 

Answer.  None,  sir.  ^ 

Question.  Wliat  is  the  political  character  of  Tlioso  counties? 

Answer.  Tlie  county  in  which  I  reside  is,  as  is  now  termed,  democratic  ;  gives  a  demo- 
cratic majority.  In  the  county  of  Union,  <^'ie  majority  two  years  ago  was  republican; 
at  the  la.st  election  it  was  democratic.  The  county  of  Cabanas  has  been  democratic 
nince  the  reconstruction  act.s.  Gaston  County  was  republican  up  to  the  last  election. 
Rowan  County  has  been  democratic. 

Qucition.  Those  are  uU  the  counties  iu  which  you  practice  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  What  is  the  proportion  of  tlie  wliites  to  the  colored  populatiou  in  those 
counties  i 

Ansicir.  I  cannot  give  the  statistics  with  certainty.  In  Mecklenburg  County,  in  which 
I  reside,  we  have  a  large  colored  populatiou,  and  the  dilierence  at  the  polls  is  about 
two  huudied.    That  is  a  pretty  good  criterion  of  the  proportion  between  the  two  classes. 

Question.  Has  your  professional  practice  brought  you  into  general  intercourse  with 
■the  people  in  those  counties  ? 

AumCcr.  Yes,  sir. 

Qitcslion.  You  think  there  is  a  sense  of  security  there  for  person  and  property,  and 
hat  whei'e  wrougs  are  suffered  adequate  remedy  can  be  had  in  the  courts  / 

Ansivcr.  Yes,  sir,  and  justice  achninistered. 

Question.  Does  that  apjdy  to  both  white  and  colored  j)eople  ? 

Ansntr.  To  both,  sir. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know,  I  understand  you  to  say,  there  have  been  no  operation.s 
of  what  is  known  as  Ku-Klux  in  any  of  those  counties  f 

A7isiver.  \Vith  the  exception  of  one  instance  in  the  county  of  Rowan,  which  was 
brought  to  my  attention  by  being  employed  professionally  by  a  party  charged  with 
participating  in  an  organization  of  that  kind,  and  with  committing  an  outrage  under 
that  organization,  to  defend  him.  With  that  exception  I  know  of  "no  instance  at  all 
within  the  limits  of  those  counties  of  any  exhibitions  of  Ku-Klux  organizations. 

Question.  Was  that  cause  brought  to  trial? 

Answer.  It  has  not  been  brought  to  trial  yet ;  in  fact  it  was  only  sent  to  the  last  court. 

Question.  When  was  the  offense  alleged  to  have  been  committed? 

Ansivcr.  Last  spring — 1870, 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  offense — not  the  details? 

Ansver.  It  was  an  alleged  raid  made  upon  a  man  who  kept  a  groggery  at  a  station 
on  the  North  Carolina  railroad,  who  had  insulted  a  female. 

Question.  A  raid  made  by  men  in  disguise? 

Ansucr.  Yes,  sir,  in  disguise. 

Question.  All  you  know  about  it  is  from  your  relation  as  counsel  ? 

Answer.  Professionally. 

Question.  It  would  not  be  right  to  ask  you  to  disclose  what  the  party  did,  he  being 
your  client  ? 

Anawer.  Well,  sir,  I  could  only  state,  then,  that  he  denies. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  the  election,  in  August  last,  was  the  main  ciuestion  at  issue  in  regard  to 
the  great  extravagance  and  prolligacy  of  Governor  Holden's  administration  in  emit- 
ting the  bonds  of  the  State  ? 

Answe)'.  Ceitainly  it  was  that,  and  the  tyrannical  executive  department  of  the 
government. 

Question.  Was  there  much  excitement  over  this  matter  of  squandering  the  means 
of  the  State? 

Atistver.  There  was  great  complaint  on  the  part  of  our  people. 

Question.  Were  the  ijcople  apprehensive  that  the  State  would  be  brought  to  bank- 
ruptcy ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 

Question.  It  spread  general  alarm  among  the  property  owners  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  shocked  at  what  they  believed  to  he  the  dishonesty 
of  the  officials  in  conjunction  with  the  rings  that  had  been  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  plundering  the  State. 

Question.  Were  those  rings  veiy  successful  in  plundering  the  State  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  general  belief.  One  of  the  men  has  been  arrested  and  bound 
over  to  answer  the  charge  in  a  veiy  largo  sum,  and  a  public  reward  has  been  offered 
by  our  i)resent  government  for  the  arrest  of  another  alleged  defaulter,  General  Little- 
field. 

Question.  Did  many  of  those  who  had  formerly  acted  with  the  reirablican  or  radical 
party  abandon  it  on  account  of  these  apprehended  difiQculties  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  That  was  not  the  sole  cause,  in  my  view,  which  brought  about 
the  political  change  in  the  State.  lu  addition  to  what  I  have  stated,  to  wit,  the  com- 
plaint of  the  tyranny  of  Governor  Ilolden,  in  conjunction  with  the  plundering  of  the 
people  of  the  State  by  the  immense  issue  of  State  bonds,  which  were  not  appropriated 
to  the  purpose  for  which  the  appropriations  were  made ;  in  addition  to  that,  our  people 
have  been  dissatisfied  with  the  operation  of  our  present  State  constitution  and  the 
laws  that  had  to  be  passed  under  that  constitution.  The  present  constitution  sub- 
verted our  Ibrmer  judicial  system.  In  addition  to  that  it  required  the  legislature  to 
make  provision  from  year  to  year  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt 
of  the  State.  Owing  to  this  immense  indebtedness  that  was  incurred  by  our  last 
legislature  our  people  felt  that  they  would  be  involved  in  ruin  if  that  provision  of  the 
constitution  should  be  carried  into  effect. 
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Question.  Was  the  legislature  that  made  this  appropriation  of  the  bonds  of  the  State 
elected  under  the  so-called  reconstruction  act,  by  which  large  numbers  of  the  people 
of  the  State  were  disfranchised  and  were  not  permitted  to  vote? 

Ani^wer.  The  people  Avere  permitted  to  vote. 

Question.  Were  they  not  disfranchised  in  large  numbers  at  that  election  ? 

Answef.  Not  in  voting ;  they  were  prohibited  from  being  candidates  or  holding  any 
office. 

Question.  Did  not  the  reconstruction  act  itself  prohibit  any  person  who  had  i^artici- 
pated  in  the  rebellion  from  voting  in  that  first  election  ? 

Answer.  That  does  not  occur  to  my  recollection.    I  may  be  in  error  in  regard  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Those  were  disqualified  from  voting  who  were  disqualified  from  holding 
office  under  the  fourteenth  amendment  f 
Answer.  That  is  my  recollection  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Blaiu  : 

Que^stion.  Did  that  disqualification  embrace  a  large  number  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  as  that  was  applied  to  the  voting  population  under  the  reconstruction 
act  when  this  election  was  held,  would  not  that  have  excluded  a  number  of  persons 
fi'om  suffrage  ? 

Answer.  Certainly,  it  applied  to  a  very  large  number. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  portions  of  North  Carolina  in  which  you  reside 
and  practice,  and  of  other  portions  of  the  State,  can  you  state  whether  or  not  the 
organization  known  as  the  Loyal  League  gave  rise  to  this  other  organization  to  an- 
tagonise it  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  can  only  give  my  opinion  about  it.  I  know  nothing  about  either 
of  them,  notiiing  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  understood  j-ou  to  say  you  did  not  know  of  any  Ku-Klux  organization? 

Ansivcr.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  any.  Tliere  has  been  no  exhibition 
whatever  of  anything  of  the  kind  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  With  which  party  do  you  act  politically  yourself? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  coiijierate  with  Ihe  diinocratic  party  when  I  think  they  do  right. 
Before  the  war  I  was  an  old-line  whig  ;  though  I  must  state  to  you  that  I  never  have 
engaged  in  politics.  I  confine  myself  to  my  ])rofessiou.  I  have  been  in  the  legisla- 
ture ;  was  sent  to  it  in  18G.J-'(5l3  and  in  18;)G-'67. 

Question.  Tliese  rings  of  Avhich  you  spoke,  engaged  in  the  railroad  enterprises — were 
they  composed  of  men  of  both  i)arties  ? 

Ansiccr.  I  am  inclined  to  think  so  ;  that  both  parties  to  some  extent  were  involved. 
I  give  that  simply  as  a  matter  of  opinion. 

Question.  When  that  became  an  issue  many  of  the  reiiublicans  were  dissatisfied  with 
Governor  IloKle'i  on  that  subject? 

Ansicer.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  20,  1871, 
Thomas  F.  Willefokd  ^worn  and  examined. 

By  the  Ciiaiioian  : 

Question.  Where  do  j'ou  live? 

Answer.  In  Cabarrus  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation? 

Answer.  I  am  a  carpenter. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there? 

Answer.  I  was  born  and  "raised  in  Cabarrus  County ;  I  moved  away  the  first  year 
after  the  war,  but  I  liave  been  back  there  over  12  months. 

Question.  When  did  you  return  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  a  year  ago  in  October  last. 

Question.  Wliere  were  you  during  the  war? 

Answer.  I  was  in  Lee's  army. 

Question.  Where  were  you  after  the  war  was  over? 

Ansurr.  I  lived  in  Lenoir  County,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  knowledge  of  an  organization  commonly  called  the  Ku-Klux 
in  Lenoir  County  ? 

Ansiecr.  They  liad  an  organization  there  called  the  C.  U.  G. ;  the  Union  Guards  I 
believe  they  palled  them. 

Question.  Were  you  a  member  of  that  organization  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 


NOETH   CAROLINA.  239 

Qucsiimi.  What  was  its  object,  and  how  did  it  carry  out  its  object? 

Avfiwcr.  Well,  I  believe  it  carried  it  out  by  all  the  meanness  it  could.  The  intention! 
of  it  was,  so  the  leading  men  told  me,  to  overthrow  the  republican  party  and  put  the! 
other  party  in  power.     That  is  the  way  the  oath  was  administered  to  me. 

Question.  Have  you  a  coj)y  of  the  oath  ? 

Avswer.  No,  sir. 

Q)icslio)i.  Have  you  seen  the  oath  that  is  published  in  the  President's  message  ? 

A)isw(T.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  pretty  much  the  same. 

Qiicsfion.  Look  at  the  oath  as  there  given  and  say  if  that  is  the  oath  yon  took. 

Ansicer.  (Reads  the  oath.)    That  is  pretty  much  the  same  oath. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  After  you  had  taken  this  oath,  state  whether  there  was  any  explanation 
given  as  to  avL  at  it  meant. 

Answer.  Well,  it  meant  the  overthrow  of  the  republican  party  and  injure  it  all  that 
they  could,  and  have  the  other  party  come  in  power. 

Question.  State  whether  it  was  explained  to  you  that  it  meant  anything  about  the 
Constitution  as  it  is,  or  as  it  was. 

Ansieer.  As  it  was. 

Question.  Both  of  the  State  and  of  the  Union  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  belonged  to  that  organization  in  that  locality? 

Answer.  I  reckon  there  was  wome  three  or  four  hundred  in  our  camp. 

Quesiioh.  This  was  in  what  county  ? 

Ansicer.  Lenoir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  such  an  organization  exists  in  the  adjoining  counties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  our  meetings  there  were  members  came  from  other  counties. 

Question.  What  county? 

Answer.  Jones  County,  just  across  the  river. 

Question.  While  you  were  a  member  of  the  order  in  Lenoir  County,  were  any  orders 
or  decrees  issued  to  be  execiited  upon  any  person  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  several.  We  broke  the  jail  open  and  whipped  two  or 
three  black  men.  We  brought  two  of  our  own  men  out  of  jail  and  liberated  them,  De 
Vaughn  and  Hines. 

Question.  And  took  out  three  black  men  and  whipped  them? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  we  took  them  out  of  their  private  houses. 

Question.  Describe  the  manner  in  which  you  took  De  Vaughn  and  Hines  out  of  jail. 

Answer.  Well,  we  met  at  Ci'oome's  still-house  on  Saturday  evening,  I  think;  and  then 
we  met  again  on  Sunday  evening;  and  then  the  plan  was  made  that  the  men  should 
take  arms  and  go  to  Kin.ston,  and  if  there  was  anybody  that  would  rise  on  us,  to  light 
'em  out.  So  we  met  at  the  bridge  on  the  river.  There  was  some  40  to  GO  of  us,  and 
most  of  us  had  douide-barrelled  guns  and  pistols.  We  went  from  the  bridge  to  the 
grave-yard  and  halted  there  awhile.  Then  we  went  down  to  the  blacksmitli-shop  of 
an  old  man  named  Cox,  near  Kinston,  and  got  a  sledge  hannuer,  and  went  from  there 
to  the  jail.  Some  of  us  staid  out  some  12  or  15  yards  as  pickets,  and  the  balance 
weut  and  broke  it  open. 

Question.  Who  procured  the  sledge-hammer  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Harper. 

Question.  What  was  he  captain  of  I 

AnsW'Cr.  In  the  confederate  army. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live? 

Answer.  In  Jones  County. 

Question.  What  is  his  business  ? 

Answer.  A  farmer. 

Question.  Was  there  a  man  by  the  name  of  Monroe  ? 

Ansteer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  is  he? 

Ansicer.  He  is  a  lawyer  in  Kinston  now. 

Question.  How  did  you  come  to  join  this  order? 

Ansurr.  I  was  going  to  Sunday-school,  with  my  wife,  to  a  place  called  Farm  Valley, 
and  Jeff.  Perry  met  me  and  iiersuaded  me  to  go  back  to  Kannedy's  to  get  a  drink  of 
whisky.  I  told  my  wife  to  go  on  and  I  would  go  to  Kennedy's.  I  weut  uj)  there  and 
met  lawyer  Monroe  and  a  young  num  by  the  name  of  Hill.  'Then  they  told  me  their 
business,  and  asked  me  if  I  did  not  want  to  join  a  concern  to  put  down  those  robberies. 
I  told  tliem  yes ;  I  was  in  for  anything  that  would  put  down  robbery.  But  when  I  got 
into  it,  it  was  still  'tother  way;  it  was  still  making  robberies  worse,  and  I  just  quit  it. 
They  got  after  me  for  not  coming  to  the  meetings.  I  told  them  I  wouldn't  go  any 
more;  and  they  told  the  men  that  I  cither  had  got  to  go  or  risk  the  cousequences. 

Question.  What  order  was  this  that  you  joined? 

Answer.    It  was  the  C.  U.  G. 
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Quefifio)).  Do  yon  kno^^■  Avliat  that  means  ? 

Answer.  They  always  told  uie  the  Union  Guards. 

Question.  Tile  Constitutional  Union  Guards  ? 

Aiisivcr.  Yes,  sir;  they  told  me  they  wanted  the  Constitution  as  it  was  before  the 
war  broke  out. 

Que>ition.  Did  they  tell  you  what  the  object  was? 

Avswer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  first  meeting.     I  was  initiated  iu  Kennedy's  barn. 

Qttciiioii.  Did  yon  take  the  oath  t 

A)mver.  Yes,  sir;  and  then  the  next  Saturday  went  to  the  meeting. 

Qiu'.'ilion.  Wiiat  did  they  tell  you,  then,  was  the  object  of  the  organization? 

Armm:  They  told  me  it  was  to  damage  the  republican  party  as  much  as  they  could — 
burning,  stealing,  whipi»ing  niggers,  and  such  things  as  that. 

Question.  Murder? 

Auswrr.  TJie  leading  men  it  was  to  murder, 

Queslioii.  You  have  a  neighbor  living  by  yon  ? 

Aiisn-er.  Yes,  sir  ;  Mr.  V\^nters,  within  a  hundred  yards  of  me. 

Que-siioti.  Was  he  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  whether  you  were  ordered  to  do  anything  to  him. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  we  had  a  meeting  to  burn  his  barn  and  gin-house. 

Que-tiion.  Or  cotton  Ikhisc  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  gin  cotton.  I  always  liked  Mr.  Waters;  he  was  like  a  father 
to  me,  and  I  told  them  it  should  not  be  done ;  if  they  did  I  would  rejiort  it  to  tho 
authorities.  Then  they  let  that  go.  The  way  it  started,  him  and  J.  C.  Kennedy  fell 
out— some  say  had  a  fight. 

Question.  Were  you  sworn  to  keep  tho  secrets  of  the  order  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  to  obey  the  orders  of  your  commander  7 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  we'had  to  obey  them  just  the  same  as  j^ou  had  to  obey  j^our  com- 
mander in  tlu>  army,  every  bit. 

Question.  What  was  the  ])enalty,  if  you  had  any  ? 

Ans>r(r.  If  we  didn't  obey  them,  they  was  to  punish  us  some  Avay,  and  if  w'c  di\ailgcd 
anytlii'.ig,  they  was  to  kill  us. 

Question.  Wluit  was  the  name  of  tho  commander? 

Answer.  Jesse  C.  Kennedy. 

Question.  Vo  you  r.  collect  tho  names  of  any  other  officers  of  your  klan  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Lawyer  Muuroe,  I  think,  was  north  commander,  and  Ash  Do 
Vaughn,  I  think,  was  soiith. 

Question.  Was  there  a  nuui  by  the  name  of  Grelon  west  commander? 

Answer.  I  tiiinli  Tillcni  was  our  west. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Grelon  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  ^ 

Question.  Who  was  Henry  Croom  ? 

Answer.  A  distiUery  man. 

Question.  State  about  that  distillery.    What  was  the  order  to  do  about  that  T 

Answer.  It  was  to  protect  it,  save  his  whisky,  and,  if  there  was  any  danger,  to  move 
the  whisky  and  the  still,  and  keep  tliiMU  from  being  taken. 

Question.  Was  that  a  part  of  your  duty  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  prevent  the  officers  from  collecting  any  revenue  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  any  way  to  work  on  tlie  Government,  no  matter  how. 

Question.  ,'  ny  way  to  injure  the  Government,  no  matter  how  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question    Did  you  protect  him  ? 

Answer.  We  did. 

Question.  \Vas  there  a  man  by  tho  name  of  Myers,  a  Government  officer  that  came 
there  ? 

Answa:  Yes  sir  ;  a  detectivi> ;  he  came  to  Kinston.  They  was  to  kill  him  one  night, 
but  it  rained— oni-  Saturday  night. 

Question.  State  the  facts. 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  five  men  to  go  on  Saturday  night  and  kill  him. 

Question.  Were  they  derailed  by  tho  order? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  tliey  were  going  to  be  detailed,  but  five  men  volunteered. 

Quoilion.  Who  were  tliey  ? 

Answer.  One  was  Jim  Perry,  .another  was  Ash  De  Vaughn,  and  another  was  ITines. 
Muuroe  was  one  to  get  him  out  at  one  of  these  bad  houses  just  on  tho  river.  ]Mnnroo 
said  he  liad  drank  with  My(;is  two  or  three  times,  and  he  could  get  him  out ;  he  would 
never  think  nothing  of  it,'and  then  the  other  men  was  to  go  there  and  kill  him  and 
throw  him  into  tho  river.     But  there  was  an  awful  rain  come  up  that  night,  and  they 
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didn't  jr>;o.  Perry  saw  me  the  next  day  or  so,  and  said,  "  Tom,  the  cat-fish  haint  eat 
that  fellow ;  it  rained  too  hard." 

Question.  Is  that  the  kind  of  fish  that  are  found  in  the  river  there? 

Avttwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qucslion.  Did  Myers  go  away  from  Kinston  then? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  did  not.  He  went  backward  and  forward  from  Kinston  to  New- 
hern,  and  they  couldn't  get  hira  off. 

Question.  You  mean  by  that  that  they  couldn't  catch  him? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  and  then  he  catchod  some  of  them. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  them? 

Ans^cer.  They  were  turned  over  to  Judge  Thomas,  I  believe,  and  I  don't  know  what 
ever  they  did  do  with  them. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  any  of  them  were  convicted? 

AnsuxT.  No,  sir;  never  did. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  Ku-Klux  being  convicted  of  any  offense  there? 

Answe):  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  the  obligation  you  took,  or  the  rules  of  the  order,  as 
to  your  beiug  obliged  to  defend  men  by  your  oaths,  or  otherwise? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  if  he  could  get  you  in  as  a  witness,  you  had  to  swear  him  out,  let 
you  be  sweariug  a  lie  or  not.  If  you  swore  against  him,  why  you  might  just  as  well  be 
a-traveiing  at  onct. 

Question.  You  mean  by  that  you  would  be  in  danger  of  your  life  from  the  order  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Anything  about  getting  on  the  jury? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  if  we  could  get  on  the  jury  we  could  save  him,  do  what  you  please. 

Question.  No  matter  what  the  proof? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  you  could  not  bring  proof  enough  to  convict. 

Question.  Were  those  who  went  out  upon  those  errands  to  commit  these  outrages, 
bound  to  report  to  anybody  on  their  return? 

Anstier.  Yes,  sir;  they  had  to  report  to  the  chief  what  they  had  done. 

Question.  Did  your  camp  receive  communication  with  other  camjis  in  diflerent  parts 
of  the  country  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  received,  I  think,  from  three  different  counties. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  ascertain  the  number  of  this  order  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina? 

An.swer.  Our  leader  told  xis  there  was  about  (iO,000 ;  that  is  all  I  ever  knew — ^just 
hearing  him  say  one  day  in  meeting  that  they  was  growing  very  fast,  and  had  about 
60,000. 

Question.  Was  there  more  than  one  order? 

Ansieer.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  two  orders. 

QueMion.  What  was  the  other  ? 

Answer.  The  White  Brotherhood. 

Question.  Was  that  a  higher  order? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  is  about  where  it  commences. 

Question.  Then  this  C.  U.  G.  was  a  little  higher? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  higher  than  the  White  Brotherhood. 

Question.  Was  Kennedy,  as  your  leader,  in  the  habit  of  imparting  to  this  White  Broth- 
erhood, when  they  met,  such  information  as  he  received  from  other  places? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  there  reported  in  your  order  murders  and  whippings  from  other  por- 
tions of  the  country  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  there  was,'  two  reports:  one  murder,  and  the  other  whipping 
nearly  to  death. 

Question.  Did  you  know  yourself  of  seven  men  being  taken  from  the  jail  and  killed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Describe  that. 

Answer.  We  blacked  a  white  man  one  night,  and  took  him  for  a  horse-thief  to  the  jail. 

Question.  There  was  no  arrest,  was  there? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  whole  thing  was  got  up  to  deceive  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  They  took  him  to  the  jail,  and  beat  and  cuffed  him  about ;  the  jailer, 
thinking  he  was  a  black  man,  begged  the  boys  to  stop ;  so  they  quit  heating  him  about, 
and  after  the  jailer  opened  the  door,  the  man  that  was  blacked  just  shoved  him  right  up 
into  the  corner  and  told  him  to  keep  his  mouth  shut;  if  he  didn't,  they  would  mash  his 
head.    Then  they  took  out  three  niggers. 

Question.  Were  you  there? 

Answ-er.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  living  right  there  in  Kinston  at  the  time,  and  I  went  past  the 
jail,  but  they  would  not  let  me  do  anything;  I  didn't  belong  to  the  order  at  that  time. 
They  took  the  niggers  out  to  the  bridge,  and  whipped  them. 

16 
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By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  river? 

Answer.  I  did  know  it  just  as  well  as  I  knew  my  own  name;  I  fished  in  it  many  a 
time. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  What  next  occurred  ? 

Ansiver.  The  nest  morning  Jackson,  who  runs  a  shad  seine  below,  caught  two  of  the 
niggers  at  one  drag. 

Question.  State  what  condition  they  were  in. 

Ansice):  One  had  his  throat  cut,  the  other  shot  through  the  head,  and  the  other  one 
had  his  throat  cut  and  a  rope  tied  to  his  neck. 

Question.  They  were  all  found? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  three  that  were  taken  out  of  jail  when  they  pretended  to  put  a 
horse-thief  in. 

QHOition.  When  was  this? 

Aw^wcr.  About  18G7  or  1868,  I  think. 

Question.  Who  put  these  colored  men  into  jail  ? 

Answer.  The  civil  authorities. 

Qiiestion.  Whar  did  the  Ku-Klux  kill  them  for? 

Ansirer.  For  murdering  Mrs.  Miller  and  her  husband. 

Question.  They  had  no  trial  ? 

Ansxver.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Were  Sirs.  Miller  and  her  husband  wliite  people? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Living  in  that  county? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  from  Kinston. 

By  Mr.  Nye: 

Question.  Was  there  any  arrangement  in  this  Ku-Klux  Klan  by  which  the  wages  of 
colort'd  nicu  wcr(^  fixed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  men  was  to  give  a  certain  price,  and  no  more. 

Question.  If  any  one  gave  more 

Answer.  Wliy  he  was  to  have  something  done  with  him  in  some  way;  dealt  with  just 
wliatever  the  camp  said. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  the  order  that  you  should  not  work  with  negroes? 

AnsuTr.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu<xtion.  No  white  man  was  to  woi'k  with  them? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  at  all. 

Question.  You  have  described  one  of  your  meetings.  On  the  Sunday  after  did  you 
have  another  meeting? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir.  ^ 

Question.  Did  they  initiate  any  the  next  Sunday? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  whom  ? 

Answer.  They  initiated,  I  think,  four;  Joe  Parrott  and  his  brothers,  and  Joshua 
Suggs. 

Question.  Was  that  the  meeting  at  which  the  case  of  Myers  was  acted  upon? 

An.'^wer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  meeting. 

Question.  Wliat  was  the  resolution  of  that  meeting? 

Answer.  It  was  working  with  Myers  and  Colgrovo  both. 

Question.  Who  was  Colgrove  ? 

Answer,  lie  was  sherilT  of  Jones  County. 

Question.  Was  he  afterward  kiUed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Describe  how  ? 

Answer.  Shot  with  a  double-barrel  shot  gun. 

Question.  Where  1 

Answer.  In  his  own  county.  He  was  going  home  to  a  trial  that  day  and  was  shot  on 
the  way. 

Question.  Who  shot  him  ? 

Answa:  Well,  I  can't  tell  you  who  shot  him.  Some  of  our  boys  was  to  go,  but  I  do 
not  know  whether  they  ever  went  or  not. 

Question.  Was  it  determined  upon  that  ho  should  be  killed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  deteruiiued  that  provided  the  county  would  call  on  our 
camp  for  hel|)  they  should  have  it. 

Question.  And  kill  the  sherilf  of  Jones  County? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  they  had  an  organization  in  Jones  County,  and  if  Jones  called  the 
Lunuir  camp  they  was  to  assist. 
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Que:-ition.  State  what  was  done  at  different  times — the  sending  of  men  out  of  the  camp 
into  other  counties  to  execute  orders  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  done  to  keep  from  being  known. 

Question.  How  long  after  the  meeting  in  which  the  BherifPs  death  was  decreed  was 
it  before  he  was  killed  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was  about  two  weeks,  I  think. 

Question.  What  further  business,  if  any,  was  done  at  the  second  meeting  you  attended  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  big  pic-nic  or  barbecue  to  be  made  provided  they  kUled  Colgrove, 
and  then  the  meu  who  went  was   to  have  so  much  money  for  going. 

Question.  So  much  for  the  killing? 

Ansrver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  see  in  the  deposition  which  you  made,  (Ex.  Doc.  No.  16,  part  2,  page  7,) 
that  at  the  time  Myers's  death  was  decreed,  it  was  agreed  that  Monroe  should  get  him 
to  go  to  the  house  of  Maggie  Hines  ;  was  that  a  sister  of  the  Hines  you  spoke  of? 

Answa:  No,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  you  have  come  to  the  third  meeting  that  you  attended,  about  three 
weeks  after  you  joined  ;  do  you  recollect  about  that  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  trying  to  study  whether  that  was  the  meeting  where  the  negro  man 
was  to  be  killed  or  not. 

Question.  Which  meeting  was  it  where  they  were  to  break  the  jail  ? 

Ansiver.  That  was  the  second  meeting;  then  I  think  the  third  meeting  was  the  time 
that  Colgrove  came  up.  « 

Question.  At  that  time,  were  you  ordered  to  meet  at  the  county  bridge,  nearKinston? 

Ansicer.  That  was  the  second  meeting. 

Question.  Go  on  with  that. 

Answer.  That  was  the  time  we  took  out  De  Vaughn  and  Hines ;  it  was  about  10  o'clock 
that  night,  and  we  left  there  between  12  and  1.  I  recollect  a  fellow  by  the  name  of 
King  gave  three  cheers  after  we  got  'em  out. 

Question.  Was  Captain  Harper  there  witn  you  that  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  Henry  Groom  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Samuel  Perry,  and  Reddin  Hines  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  One  of  the  Hill  boys  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  three. 

Question.  Two  of  the  Harper  brothers  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Mr.  Tillen,  and  Mr.  Smith  ? 

Ansiver.  Tillou. 

Question.  Now,  sir,  after  that  did  you  have  another  meeting  ? 

A7iswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  what  occurred  at  the  next  meeting? 

Answer.  That  was  the  time  that  Parrott  and  De  Vaughn  killed  that  black  fellow  and 
cut  his  ears  off. 

Question.  Describe  that. 

Answer.  A  black  man  had  been  in  with  them  stealing  horses,  I  believe.  He  was  put 
in  jail  and  was  about  to  tell  on  them,  and  they  broke  him  out.  Then  Parrott  told  Ash 
that  him  and  the  nigger  was  very  well  acquainted,  and  he  would  not  ruatrom  mm  at 
all.  Then  he  came  down  to  Parrott's  house,  I  think,  one  evening  with  a  gun,  and  as 
he  went  back  that  day  he  was  shot  on  the  road,  and  his  gun  laid  up  beside  him,  and 
one  of  his  ears  was  cut  off. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  that  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  it. 

Question.  Who  brought  the  ears  back  ? 

Answer.  Ash  De  Vaughn,  and  Parrott,  in  a  bottle  of  brandy. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  You  say  the  black  man  had  been  engaged  with  them  stealing  horses  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  belonged  to  their  set  ? 

Answer.  They  would  not  let  him  into  the  order,  but  th«y  would  into  the  horse-steal- 
ing part. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Was  that  the  only  colored  man  that  you  ever  heaxd  of  being  in  any  way 
connected  with  your  operations  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.     Well,  he  was  not  black;  he  was  nearly  as  white  as  I  am. 
Question.  They  used  him  then  to  steal  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  his  business. 


244         CONDITION    OF    AFFAIRS    IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

Qtteslion.  State  whether  stealing  was  a  part  of  the  business  of  the  Ku-Klux. 

Jusircr.  Yes,  sir  ;  from  black  men  ;  if  they  had  horses  we   was  to  take  them  off. 

Question.  Or  mules? 

Ansurr.  Yes,  sir ;  any  stock  of  any  kind. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  that  stock  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was  sold  and  divided  among  them. 

Question.  Among  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  steal  horses  and  mules  from  negroes  ?  what  was  that  for  ? 

Ansivcr.  To  keep  them  from  farming,  so  that  they  could  hire  them. 

Question.  To  keep  them  from  working  on  their  own  account? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  there  large  numbers  of  horses  and  mules  brought  in  ? 

Ansiver.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  lots  of  mules  were  stolen  from  about  there. 

Question.  Were  they  sold  ? 

Ansuer.  Yes,  sir  ;  shipped  toward  South  Carolina,  I  believe. 

Question.  And  the  j)roceeds  divided  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  thoy  hold  the  barbecue  that  they  promised,  after  the  death  of  Colgrove  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  did ;  at  Farm  Valley  school-house. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  talk  with  Kennedy  after  the  death  of  Colgrove  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  about  it  ? 

Ansicer.  He  said  there  were  nine  of  them — his  boys,  he  called  them — that  were  in  it, 
that  finished  him  ;  that  thoy  had  to  give  a  big  barbecue  on  it ;  that  he  was  to  give  a 
fat  hog,  and  Jetl'.  Perry  was  to  furnish  one,  and  Joe  Parrott  was  to  furnish  one. 

Question.  Was  there  a  man  by  the  name  of  Grant  killed  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  black  man  that  thoy  cut  the  ears  off. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Parrott  say  anything  about  who  killed  him  ? 

Ansicer.  He  said  that  him  and  Ash  Do  Vaughn,  and  two  other  men,  did  it;  that  all 
that  he  done  was  to  got  him  out.    He  did  not  tell  who  the  other  two  were. 

Question.  State  to  what  extent  this  Ku-Klux  Klan  was  to  go  in  breaking  up  what 
they  called  the  radical  party. 

Answer.  Well,  wo  was  to  put  it  out  of  the  way,  some  way  or  another,  (if  not  kill  and 
burn,)  till  we  got  the  democrats  into  power. 

Question.  That  was  the  direction  you  had  from  the  klan  ? 

Answer.  Yos,  sir;  the  direction  that  they  give  me  and  all  the  balance  that  Was  in 
there  when  I  wa<s. 

Question.  To  kill  and  drive  out  till  the  democratic  party 

Ansicer.  Got  into  power. 

Question.  Was  that  carried  out  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  believe  so;  it  has  the  power,  anyhow. 

Question.  Was  that  the  business  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan? 

Answer.  That  is  what  they  told  me  it  was ;  that  was  our  duty,  to  break  it  up. 

Question.  You  said,  in  regard  to  the  distillery,  that  you  were  instructed  to  do  any- 
thing that  would  injure  the  Government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  any  way. 

Question.  State  whether  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  did  furnish  clandestine  corn  to  the  distil- 
lery, and  take  whisky  away. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  boated  it  many  a  time  myself  over  the  river  and  brought 
the  whisky  back. 

Question.  Did  you  hide  your  boats  in  the  day-time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  just  run  thom  till  a  little  while  before  day,  and  then  dragged  them 
up  and  took  them  off  in  the  thicket ;  then  threw  them  back  in  again  if  we  wanted  to 
haul  any  more. 

Question.  Was  that  illicit  distillery,  where  they  paid  no  revenue,  carried  on  a  long 
iime  ? 

Answer.  It  was  carried  on  about  two  years. 

Question.  With  the  aid  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  to  which  you  belonged? 

Answer.  That  was  the  house  we  always  met  at,  where  the  whisky  was. 

Question.  And  you  agreed  to  defend  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  give  notice  if  the  ageuts  were  coming,  and  to  carry  off  the  whisky  f 

Ansicer.  Well,  we  had  to  move  it  one  time. 

Question.  For  what  ? 

Answer.  To  keep  the  Government  authorities  from  getting  it. 

Question.  Did  you  move  it  back  again  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  moved  it  to  a  now  ])lace. 

Question.  Was  the  same  thing  carried  on  there? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  carried  on  there  till  about  a  month,  I  think,  before  I  left. 
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They  got  on  pretty  good  trail  of  it  again,  but  I  don't  know  whether  they  ever  found  it 
or  not.     I  got  away. 

Qitcstiou.  During  these  meetings  was  the  subject  of  being  friendly  or  unfriendly  to 
the  United  States  Government  talked  over  ? 

Ansu'er.  Well,  we  was  to  do  any  way  we  could  to  injure  the  Government,  and  get 
our  people  in  jiower.    That  was  ouj.-  whole  study. 

Question.  You  went  from  Lenoir  to  Cabarrus  County.  Is  Cabarrus  your  native 
county? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  where  I  was  born  and  raised. 

Question.  Did  you  flee  for  fear  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  Lenoir  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  what  I  left  for. 

Question.  Describe  that. 

Answer.  They  threatened  me  that  if  I  didn't  keep  my  mouth  shut  they  intended  to  kill 
me.  I  got  the  news  of  it,  and  just  left  one  morning.  A  young  man  named  Jesse 
Kennedy,  a  cousin  of  the  other  Jesse,  brought  me  up  as  far  as  Goldsboro,  and  then 
I  took  the  train. 

Question.  When  you  got  to  Cabarrus  County,  did  you  find  the  order  there  ? 

Answer.  I  found  some  men  there.  They  tried  to  start  a  little  order,  but  they  got 
scared  and  quit. 

Question.  Were  tliere  Ku-Klux  there? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  I  found  some,  but  I  don't  think  there  was  any  meeting  at  all 
in  that  whole  county. 

Question.  Was  there  any  in  the  adjoining  county? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  in  Rowan  County ;  most  of  them  was  there. 

Question.  Did  you  attend  a  meeting  there  ? 

Answer.  One;  it  Avas  the  White  Brotherhood. 

Question.  Where  did  you  attend  that  ? 

Answer.  About  half  a  mile  from  China  Grove. 

Question.  In  the  woods? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  pines. 

Question.  Did  they  assign  you  there  any  work  to  do  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Whatdid  they  direct  you  to  do? 

Ahs^ver.  There  was  a  woman  by  the  name  of  Coffin.  She  and  her  husband  was  from 
Danville.  Tliere  was  a  man  running  plug  tobacco,  and  Coffin  was  the  person  manu- 
facturing it.  They  fell  out,  and  this  man  wanted  to  kill  Coflin.  Coffin  left,  and  then 
they  told  Mrs.  Coffin  if  she  didn't  leave  in  a  certain  time,  they  would  kill  her,  or  get 
her  olf.  She  wrote  a  letter  to  Salisbury,  to  the  coronei",  about  her  husband.  She 
thought  he  was  killed.  Soon  after  that  she  got  a  letter  from  him  at  Danville,  and  she 
went  on  there. 

Question.  This  was  contraband  tobacco  that  they  were  making  ? 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  carrying  on  that  business  and  were  the  Ku-Klux  defending  it  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir;  they  told  us  their  object  was  to  keep  tobacco  cheap. 

Question.  They  wanted  to  prevent  the  Government  getting  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  taking  it  out  of  the  way.  They  did  move  it  once,  so  they  told 
me. 

Question.  Did  they  direct  you  to  go  and  see  this  woman? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  I  went  to  see  her.  She  told  me  that  there  was  an  organization 
thei'c  of  that  kind,  and  that  her  husband  belonged  to  it,  and  they  had  fell  out  some  way, 
and  she  thought  they  had  killed  him.  Then  I  told  her  she  had  better  leave  herself,  or 
she  might  get  herself  into  trouble. 

Question.  What  were  you  directed  to  say  to  her? 

Answer.  That  if  she  didn't  leave,  they  would  kill  her  ;  if  she  didn't  leave  on  good 
terms  she  would  have  to  leave  on  bad  terms.    My  advice  was  for  her  to  go  away. 

Question.  And  she  went? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  but  she  tucked  it  out  awhile  till  she  got  a  letter  from  him. 

Question.  While  in  Cabarrus  County,  did  you  go  into  South  Carolina  ? 

Ansiver:  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  into  South  Carolina  as  I  came  from  Lenoir  Countj';  I  found 
my  friends  in  South  Carolina. 

Question.  State  whether  the  order  existed  there. 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir;  they  told  me  it  existed  from  there  on  to  Georgia. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  from  your  commander,  or  otherwise,  that  the  order  existed 
throughout  the  Southern  States  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  him  tell  me  them  very  words  out  of  his  mouth — that  it 
existed  plumb  through  the  Southern  States ;  said  they  had  a  complete  line  of  it. 

Question.  Of  what  kind  of  people  was  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  composed  ?  Was  it  made 
up  of  men  who  were  in  the  rebel  army  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  don't  believe  there  was  one  that  belonged  to  it  but  what  had  been 
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in  the  army.    There  was  one  little  fellow,  with  one  leg  shorter  than  the  other —  I  don't 
think  he  was  in  the  army. 

Question.  Was  it  composed  of  rebel  officers  and  soldiers  ? 

Ansuwr.  Yes,  su- ;  the  ofiScers  of  our  Klan  had  been  officers  in  the  army. 

Question.  Were  yon  a  soldier  in  the  rebel  army  throughont  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  clear  through  the  whole  business. 

Question.  In  your  camp  in  Lenoir  County,  were  the  men  masked? 

Ansioer.  Not  at  the  meetings ;  but  they  would  black  their  faces  and  get  some  old 
things  on  at  night,  if  they  wanted  to  do  any  devilment.  But  the  night  we  went  to  the 
jail,  we  just  went  full-handed. 

Question.  Some  of  you  had  disguises  ? 

Answer.  Some  had  a  little  black  shroud. 

Question.  What  was  the  uniform  ? 

Ansiver.  I  never  saw  it  but  once.  It  was  made  pretty  much  like  one  of  those  knifc 
caps,  only  two  horns  run  out  on  each  side  and  one  came  over. 

Question.  A  head-dress  with  three  horns  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  color  of  the  garments  ? 

Answer.  A  black  shroud,  with  a  little  string  drawing  it  around  the  neck.    It  fits  loose. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  in  your  camps  the  subject  of  a  foreign  war  talked  of? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  them  say  if  there  was  a  foreign  war  started  uj)  and  the 
United  States  should  take  a  hand  in  it,  that  they  could  jimij)  in  on  their  backs  and 
lick  'era  out. 

Question.  Lick  the  United  States  out  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wlien  did  you  hear  that  ? 

Answer.  In  1869. 

Question.  State  whether  oi;  not  it  was  freely  talked  over  in  those  meetings. 

Answer.  O,  yes;  it  was  talked  over  in  our  camp.     I  know  the  whole  camj)  heard  it. 

Quesfion.  They  said  if  the  United  States  took  a  hand  in  it — 

Answer.  Then  they  could  jump  in  on  her  back  and  wool  her  out. 

Question.  State  whether  or  not  that  was  the  sentiment  of  the  camp. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  it  was  generally  over  the  Avhole  camp. 

Question.  Was  it  your  own  intention  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  was. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  said,  and  if  so,  what,  about  being  able  in  that  way  to 
get  back  what  you  lost  in  the  rebellion  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;   they  said  that  that  was  the  only  way  we  would  ever  get  it  back, 
was  to  wait  for  a  foreign  war,  and  let  the  United  States  go  into  it,  and  then  they  could 
.  crawl  on  her  back  and  get  back  what  wo  lost. 

Question.  Did  you  find  in  thecounty  .adjoining  Cabarrus  the  same  order  as  in  Lenoir? 

Ansu'cr.  Yes,  sir;  pretty  much  the  same  thing. 

Question.  And  in  South  Carolina? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  signs  would  be  just  exactly  alike  after  they  took  another 
degree. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  with  the  Ku-Klux  in  the  county  where  you  moved  in  South 
Carolina  ? 

Answa:  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  say,  if  anything,  were  their  objects— the  same  as  yours  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  thing. 

Question.  To  clear  out  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  clean  'em  out.  I  have  heard  them  remark  since  that  North  Caro- 
lina had  come  out  from  under  republicans  before  South  Caroliua ;  that  South  Carolina 
had  still  to  lay  in. 

Question.  Do  you  think  of  anything  more  you  want  to  say  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr  Bayard: 
Question.  You  were  in  the  army  all  during  the  war,  fighting  in  Virginia  most  of  the 
time  ? 

Ansieer.  Yes,  sir;  in  Lee's  army. 

Question.  You  originally  enlisted  as  a  private  ? 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  rank  did  you  reach? 

Anmvi-r.  Private  all  the  time. 

Question.  When  the  war  (!uded  where  did  you  go? 

Answer.  To  Concord,  Cabarras  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  remain  there? 

Answer.  About  eight  months. 

Question.  Your  trade  is  that  of  a  carpenter ;  did  you  ever  follow  any  other  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  followed  tanniug. 

Question.  Have  you  engaged  in  that  since  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Only  as  house  carpenter  since  the  war. 

Question.  When  you  left  Cahairas  County,  where  did  you  go  ? 

Ansiver.  To  Lenoir  County. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  remain  there  ? 

Ansiver.  Ahout  three  or  four  years — until  August  or  September,  1869. 

Question,  Then  you  returned  to  Cabarras,  and  have  been  there  ever  since  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  though  I  have  been  running  about  right  smart,  passing  backward 
and  forward  on  the  railroad. 

Question.  That  is  your  home  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  my  family  has  been  there. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  a  member  of  the  C.  U.  G.? 

Answer.  About  from  the  1st  of  Aj)ril,  1869,  till  the  time  I  left  for  Cabari'us  County. 

Question.  About  four  or  five  mouths  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  meetings  did  you  attend  in  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Four,  five,  or  six;  but  I  attended  some  two  or  three  meetings  as  I  would  go 
to  Sunday  school.  Sometimes  we  would  have  a  little  called  meeting  on  Sunday,  just 
around  the  neighborhood. 

Question.  How  many  would  be  there  ? 

Answer.  Some  ten  or  twelve. 

Question.  What  is  the  biggest  meeting  you  ever  attended  ? 

Atiswer.  I  think  some  eighty  odd. 

Question.  Where  was  that  ? 

Answei:  In  Croom's  still-house. 

Question.  You  were  examined  last  August  at  Raleigh  ? 

Answer,  [t  was  some  time  last  year. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  read  your  deposition  in  the  document  sent  in  with  the  Presi- 
dent's message  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  it  till  to-day. 

Question.  Mr.  Nye  has  been  questioning  you  in  regard  to  the  facts ;  you  recognize 
them? 

Ansiver.  O,  yes  sir. 

Question.  You  gave  all  that  in  full,  and  you  are  now  making  pretty  much  the 
same  statement  as  you  made  last  August  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  they  correspond. 

Question.  You  intended  it  to  be  the  same  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  as  nigh  as  I  can. 

Question.  You  say  j^ou  never  saw  but  one  disguise ;  where  did  you  see  that  ? 

Ansivei:  At  Kennedy's. 

Question.  Who  had  it  there? 

Answe7\  He  had  it. 

Question.  That  was  the  only  one  ? 

Answer.  The  only  true  disguise,  but  then  the  men  would  have  these  shrouds  about 
the  feet,  gathered  with  a  string  at  the  top,  and  they  would  black  the  face. 

Question.  But  the  one  with  horns 

Answer.  I  never  saw  but  one. 

Qiesiion.  When  these  iiarties  went  to  the  jail  to  take  the  men  out,  there  was  no 
attempt  at  disguise  ? 

Answer.  There  was  one  or  two  had  their  faces  blacked,  but  we  never  count  that 
much. 

Question.  That  was  when  the  black  men  were  taken  out  who  murdered  the  Miller 
family? 
Ansiver.  Oh  no,  only  they  took  Ash  De  Vaughn  and  Hines  out. 

Question.  Did  these  men  leave  the  State  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  got  away. 

Question.  What  had  they  been  doing  ? 
Answer.  Stealing  and  killing. 

Question.  You  let  them  loose  and  then  they  ran  away  from  the  State  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  led  DeVaughn's  horse  from  the  jail  to  Jesse  Kennedy's  to  get 
him  away. 

Question.  You  said  something  about  a  threat  to  burn  the  house  of  a  man  named 
Waters,  who  lived  near  you,  and  that  he  and  Kennedy  had  had  some  fuss  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  his  son  and  Kennedy  had  fell  out,  and  Kennedy  had  shot  the  son 
through  the  arm,  and  the  old  man  wouldn't  speak  to  Kennedy  any  nioi-e  after  that. 
So  Kennedy,  at  one  of  the  meetings,  said  that  Waters  had  to  bo  burned  out.  I  spoke 
to  Jim  Perry  and  Aleck  Dawson  and  asked  them  if  they  would  help  me  at  the  vote. 
They  said  they  would,  and  by  putting  in  three  ballots  with  a  black  dot  on  them  it  was 
not  done.    After  we  put  it  off  I  got  up  and  told  Kennedy  that  if  that  thing  was  ever 
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done  I  would  tell  it,  and  he  said,  "  You  cau  damued  easy  be  put  out  of  tlie  way  here." 

Question.  So  you  prevented  that  being  done  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  a  personal  spite  of  Kennedy  against  Waters? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  or  not,  or  whether  it  was  because  he  was  a 
republican. 

QufHlion.  He  was  the  man  who  proposed  it,  and  he  had  had  this  difficulty,  and  this 
was  the  way  in  which  the  thing  was  managecl  ? 

Anmver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  present  when  any  negroes  were  taken  out  and  whipped  ? 

Answer.  I  was  in  one  scrape. 

Question.  What  did  you  whip  him  for? 

Answer.  He  was  one  of  these  leaders ;  he  had  some  seven  or  eight  that  would  vote 
the  same  ticket  that  he  voted,  and  Kennedy  said  he  must  be  lashed  so  as  to  make  the 
others  not  vote  that  ticket. 

Question.  And  you  went  and  did  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  didn't  do  a  bit  of  whipping. 

Question.  How  many  went  ? 

Answer.  Six. 

Question.  By  Kennedy's  direction  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  »  decree  at  a  meeting  of  the  camp? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  Kennedy  was  our  commander,  and  he  could  not  make  a  command 
without  he  had  a  meeting. 

Quesiioif).  Do  you  remember  the  meeting  when  the  negro-whipping  was  voted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  voted  for  it? 

Ansicer.  I  did. 

Question.  And  then  went  with  the  party  to  assist  in  doing  it? 

Anairei'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wliere  was  that  ? 

Answer.  About  three  miles  from  Kinston. 

Question.  What  was  the  man's  name  you  whipped? 

Answer.  His  name  was  John. 

Question.  Johu  what  ? 

Answer.  Wesley,  I  believe.  I  never  saw  the  nigger  but  once  in  my  life.  They  told 
me  that  was  his  name. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  In  1869. 

Question.  Were  all  these  events  you  spoke  of  done  in  that  year  ? 

Answer.  All  done  in  1869  ;  it  was  not  three  mouths'  time  past,  because  they  had  just 
got  agoing  full  hi^adway,  and  I  know  the  detective  jumped  in  one  night  and  gathered 
twelve  of  our  men  at  one  time  and  took  'em  to  Newbern. 

Question.  What  detective? 

Answer.  ^Myers. 

Question.  United  States  deputy  marshal? 

Answer.  1  don't  know  what  he  was. 

Question.  Was  he  a  detective  for  illicit  distilling? 

Answei:  Oh,  no. 

Question.  What  was  he  detective  for? 

Answer.  It  was  to  catch  these  outrages. 

Question.  Where  were  these  twelve  men  when  he  caught  them  ? 

Answer.  At  home  ;  but  he  had  got  their  names  before,  and  he  took  'em  when  they 
was  asleep. 

Question.  Where  did  he  carry  them  to  ? 

Answei'.  To  Newbern. 

Question.  Did  ho  put  them  in  prison  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.    Was  he  a  United  States  officer  ? 

Answer.  1  reckon  so  ;  he  passed  for  that. 

Question.  That  was  about  this  same  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  in  the  same  time  I  have  given. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Colgrove  ;  what  had  been  his  lite  before  ho  was  sheriff? 

Answer.  Ho  was  in  the  northern  army,  so  they  told  me. 

Question.  Had  ho  been  in  prison  ? 

Answer.  They  said  ho  had  just  got  out  of  the  penitentiary. 

Question.  What  had  he  been  put  in  for  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know. 
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Question.  How  was  he  elected  to  office  ? 

Answer.  He  was  appointed,  I  think. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  Holden. 

Question.  Was  he  then  a  man  of  reputed  bad  character? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Question.  Yon  said  he  had  gotten  out  of  the  penitentiary. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  what  our  chief  said;  that  he  ought  to  die  ;  that  he  wasn't 
fit  for  sherift'  of  that  county. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Union  Leagues  down  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  were  such  organizations  among  the  black  peo- 
ple as  leagues  ? 

A)tsu-er.  Well,  they  said  thei-e  was ;  I  don't  know.  I  have  seen  them  march,  what 
they  called  Union  Leagues.     I  don't  know  whether  they  had  any  meetings. 

Question.  Yon  said  there  was  a  black  man  who  had  acted  with  these  people  in  steal- 
ing horses,  and  that  he  was  subsecxuently  killed. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  the  man  they  took  out  of  jail? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  Snow  Hill. 

Question.  To  kill  him  ? 

Ansuer.  They  turned  him  out  first  and  was  about  to  get  him  again,  and  they  was 
afraid  he  would  tell  on  them,  so  they  thought  while  tliey  had  him  they  would  make 
good  use  of  him. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  with  him  ? 

Answer.  Killed  him  and  cut  his  ears  off  and  put  them  in  a  bottle  of  brandy. 

Question.  You  say  that  when  they  got  horses  and  mules  they  sold  them  and  divided 
the  money  ;  hovr  was  that  division  made  ? 

Answer.  It  was  like  they  would  send  out  a  party  to-night  to  get  so  many  horses,  and 
then  there  would  be  two  or  three  more  would  steal  horses  from  the  black  people,  and 
then  the  single  men,  who  had  no  families,  they  had  to  go  ofl^'  a  day  or  two  before  to 
some  place  and  the  horses  wo^^ld  be  taken  to  them,  and  then  they  would  take  'em  off 
and  sell  'em  and  come  back  and  would  pretend  to  divide  the  money.  But,  Lord !  I  never 
seen  any  of  the  money. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  get  any  portion  of  such  fund  '? 

Answer.  I  never  got  ten  cents,  but  I  have  seen  Kennedy  at  one  time  get  a  hundred 
dollars.  I  asked  him  about  it  one  day,  where  was  my  jiart,  and  he  said  he  would  make 
the  divide  some  day. 

Question.  You  asked  him  what  your  share  was  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  ho  said,  "  All  right,  I  will  fix  it  all  up  after  a  while." 

Question.  But  you  never  got  any  ? 

Ansiver.  I  never  got  it. 

Question.  He  kept  your  share  ? 

Answer.  He  got  most  all  of  it. 

Question.  Never  made  a  fair  divide  ? 

Answer.  No,  he  did  not. 

Question.  Who  first  got  you  to  go  down  to  Raleigh  to  make  this  statement  ? 

Answer.  Nobody. 

Question.  How  did  yon  come  to  go  ? 

Amicer.  I  went  to  get  out  of  it  myself.  I  went  to  see  whether  I  could  get  out  of  it, 
and  they  said  I  could. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  go  to  ask  about  it  ? 

Ansu'er.  I  went  to  John  McDonald. 

Question.  Who  is  he  ? 

Answer.  He  lived  there  in  Cabarrus  County  ever  since  I  knew  him. 

Question.  What  did  he  tell  you  ? 

Answer.  That  he  thought  I  could.  I  told  him  I  did  not  go  on  thoughts  at  all.  Then 
I  told  him  if  they  would— well,  my  wife  was  the  cause  of  the  whole  business,  just 
right  straight  along.  She  had  been  working  at  me,  and  telling  me  that  she  had  got 
tired  of  hearing  such  as  that,  and  wanted  me  to  get  out  of  it  if  I  could.  Then  I  went 
to  McDonald  and  asked  him,  and  he  said,  yes,  he  thought  I  could. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Governor  Holden  ? 

Ansicer.  I  did.  I  went  in  his  office,  and  asked  him  if  there  was  any  chance  of  my 
getting  a  pardon— anything  of  that  kind.  He  asked  me,  what  for?  and  I  told  him 
my  wife  had  been  in  distress  now  for  over  twelve  mouths,  and  wanted  me  out  of  the 
concern.     He  told  me  then  that  he  could,  and  then  I  just  made  the  statement. 

Question.  The  one  that  was  taken  down  here  before  Busbee  ? 

Ansictr.  Yes,  sir,  he  was  the  one  I  gave  it  in  to. 

Question.  Who  was  with  yon  when  you  made  the  statement  ? 

Answer.  Nobody.    Well,  there  was  several  came  in. 
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Quesiion.  Whom  have  you  been  talking  to  about  the  matter  since  that  time,  about 
your  coming  up  here  ? 

Ansiccr.  Nobody  at  all.     I  did  not  know  I  was  coming  ten  minutes  before  I  started. 

Question.  How  were  you  summoned  ? 
Answer.  I  was  telegraphed  to. 

Questian.  Did  you  see  anybody  before  you  started  ? 

Answer.  Well,  there  was  another  young  man  came  from  Alamance,  I  believe,  that 
met  me  on  the  road  coming  along.  Nobody  else  ever  come  with  me.  Sir.  Holbrook 
brought  me  to  the  depot,  but  he  did  not  know  no  more  about  it  than  I  did. 

Question.  When  did  you  reach  Washington  ? 

Anm-er.  Last  Friday  night. 

Question.  Was  any  money  furnished  you  to  pay  your  expenses? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  money  to  pay  your  fare  ? 

Ansjoer.  No,  sir.  I  borrowed  $25  to  pay  it,  till  I  saw  whether  they  would  not  make 
some  arrangement  here  for  me.     I  havu't  got  no  money  at  all. 

Question.  After  you  went  to  Cabarrus  County,  in  September,  1869,  you  say  you  never 
attended  a  meeting  of  any  society  of  this  order  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir,  one. 

Question.  How  large  was  that  ? 

Ansicer.  I  reckon  there  was  some  forty  or  fifty  men.  But  they  did'nt  say  bow  many 
more  there  was,  nor  anything  about  it. 

Question.  That  is  the  only  mecfting  you  saw? 

A tisucr.  That  is  the  only  one. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  it  exists  in  that  county? 

Aiistver.  Yes,  sir,  I  believe  it  does,  but  I  do  not  think  there  Las  been  any  crime;  or 
anything  done  in  some  time. 

Question.  You  think  it  has  been  pretty  quiet  for  the  last  year  and  a  half? 

Answer.  No,  about  luilf  a  year. 

Question.  Since  the  last  election  ? 

Ansu-er.  A  little  while  before  election. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  election  in  August  last  ? 

Ansiver.  I  Avas. 

Question.  Was  it  a  quiet  and  peaceable  election? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  Any  difficulty  or  trouble? 

Answer.  No  tronbli!  at  all  about  it. 

Question.  Wluit  is  the  black  population  in  that  county? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  white  population  is? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  there  a  good  many  blacks  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  a  good  many. 

Question.  You  work  at  your  trade  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  From  about  two  or  three  months  before  that  election  till  the  present  time, 
have  you  known  of  any  acts  of  violence  that  you  can  speak  of? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  none  ar(*uud  there  at  all. 

Question.  All  quiet  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  in  Cabarras  and  Mecklenburg  there  never  was  any;  it  has  always 
been  quiet.     I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  disturbances. 

Question.  No  Ku-Klux  in  Mecklenburg  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  if  there  is  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  All  you  heard  was  iu  the  three  months  in  Lenoir  County  ? 

Answer.  Well^  I  know  there  was  trouble  for  a  good  whUe,  but  I  didn't  know  how  it 
come — what  made  it  come. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  reason  was  given  to  you  for  forming  this  organization  when  they 
asked  you  to  join  ? 

Answer.  To  put  down  robbery.  They  asked  me  if  I  didn't  want  to  belong  to  a  society 
that  would  stop  this  robbery  aiid  stealing.  I  told  them  I  would  if  it  was  carried  out 
right. 

Question.  What  robbery  did  they  tell  you  they  would  stop  ? 

Answer.  Breaking  open  people's  smoke-houses. 

Question.  Was  it  Ku-Klux's  smoke-houses  that  were  broken  open,  or  republicans'? 

Answer.  It  was  republicans';  sometimes  other  ones,  too.  None  of  these  parties' was 
ever  broken  open  nary  time. 

Question.  Alter  you  got  into  the  order  and  knew  the  obligations  that  were  imposed 
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upon  yon,  wonld  yon  have  considered  it  yonr  duty  to  carry  ont  any  order  that  they 
might  imxiose  upon  you  to  save  your  own  life  ? 

Answer.  Well,  of  course,  a  man's  life  is  pretty  dear  to  him. 

Question.  Suppose  you  had  not  carried  out  an  order  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  would  have  killed  me  right  straight.  That  is  what  they  told  me 
they  would  do. 

Question.  Was  that  what  was  told  each  member  after  he  came  in  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  if  he  did  not  obey  his  officer  he  was  to  be  dealt  with  according 
to  the  camp ;  and  then  if  he  revealed  anything  from  the  camp,  he  was  to  die. 

Question.  Had  any  of  the  men  revealed  the  existence  of  the  organization,  and  how 
they  were  bound  together  before  the  militia  were  sent  there  by  Governor  Holden  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes.  I  think  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Parrott  had  told  Myers  about  it, 
but  nobody  didn't  know  it  till  he  had  grabbed  ten  or  twelve  of  'em  ;  then  it  got  out 
that  Parrott  had  told  Myers. 

Question.  Had  auj^  man  made  a  public  statement  of  it  before  Governor  Holden  sent 
his  militia  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  believe  they  had. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Have  you  named  all  the  individuals  connected  with  that  order  whose  names 
were  known  to  you  in  your  deposition  in  this  case  ? 

Answer.  Well,  mighty  nigh  all  that  I  can  recollect.  If  I  could  see  their  faces  I  could, 
maybe,  tell  theii-  names,  or  given  names. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 
Question.  They  call  one  another  Joe  and  John? 

Ansiva:  Yes,  sir,  every  name  in  the  world.  But  the  names  I  give  are  the  only  ones  I 
was  acquainted  with  that  lived  just  around  there. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  It  was  from  them  you  received  the  information  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chaikmah  : 

Question.  At  any  meeting  that  you  attended  were  there  men  from  other  parts  of  the 
State  ? 

An-'iwcr.  No,  sir  ;  there  was  several  from  the  adjoining  county,  from  Jones. 

Queslion.  Could  j'ou  tell  who  they  were  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  I  can  tell  one  of  them.     He  was  a  school-teacher. 

Question.  I  mean  when  they  were  in  the  meeting  if  they  had  on  their  disguise. 

Answer.  Oh,  no ;  but  when  we  would  hold  a  meeting  such  as  that  we  would  not  dis- 
guise, without  we  Avould  go  out  to  do  some  devilment  of  some  kind.  We  would  not 
disguise  ourselves  in  the  room.     We  held  them  just  the  same  as  people  sitting  here. 

Question.  Were  there  strangers  present  from  other  counties  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  there  was  some  I  didn't  know  at  all.  There  was  no  names 
calh'd. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  20,  1871. 
E.  M.  Holt  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  jiart  of  North  Carolina  do  you  live  ? 

Ansiver.  In  Alamance  County. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  manufacturer,  a  merchant,  and  a  farmer. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  ? 

Anstcer.  Sixty-four  years,  within  two  hundred  yards  of  where  I  now  live. 

Queslion.  Does  your  business  intercourse  bring  you  into  a  large  portion  of  the  State  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  my  business  occupation  leads  mo  in  many  parts,  east  and  west.  I 
am  doing  business  in  Charlotte,  and  I  have  another  branch  in  Davidson  County. 

Question.  From  your  observation  and  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  State,  state 
as  briefly  as  you  can  the  condition  of  the  people  there  as  affecting  the  security  of  person 
and  iiroperty. 

Answtr.  My  business  relations  in  the  different  sections  of  the  State  would  not  enable 
me  to  answer  yonr  question  satisfactorily  ;  I  can  only  speak  with  certainty  as  to  the 
adjoining  counties. 

Question.  To  the  extent  which  you  can  speak  with  certainty,  give  us  your  knowledge 
on  this  subject. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  has  been  some  burning  and  destruction  of  property  in  my 
county,  and  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  burning  in  the  adjoining  counties  of  Caswell 
and  Chatham.    There  has  been  not  so  much  burning  in  my  county  as  in  other  coimties. 
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Question.  How  as  to  injuries  to  persons  ? 

Answer.  There  have  been  some  persons  punished  there.  There  was  o;ie  ii.-:ii  Li;i!'.'f. 
in  the  town  of  Graham.  Several  notorious  characters  there  have  been  ijunished,  but 
in  every  instance  they  were  jiersons  of  very  bad  character. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Ansiver.  I  could  not  say  by  whom. 

Question.  You  cannot  name  the  jiarties  ? 

Answe>\  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  manner  have  these  wrongs  been  inflicted  1 

Ansirer.  lu  several  instances  report  said  that  the  persons  were  disguised.  In  one  or 
two  instances  I  have  heard  that  a  part  of  them  were  disguised  and  a  part  were  not. 
I  never  saw  a  disguised  man  in  my  county,  nor  anywhere  else. 

Question.  From  the  knowledge  which  you  have  gained  from  public  sources,  what 
effect  have  these  outrages  had  upon  the  sense  of  security  felt  by  the  citizens  ? 

Ansiver.  My  impression  is  that  there  was  no  insecurity  felt  by  persons  who  wei'e  law- 
abiding  and  btdiaved  themselves. 

Question.  Did  you  know  this  man  you  spoke  of  as  being  hung  in  Graham  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  law-abiding  man  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  no,  sir ;  he  was  not ;  there  were  several  indictments  against  him  iu 
court  before  the  surrender. 

Question.  Against  Outlaw  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  what  ? 

Ansirer.  Retailing  liquor,  I  think,  without  a  license — one  or  two  cases  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Had  he  ever  been  tried  or  convicted? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  his  trial  had  been  postponed  from  time  to  time.  His  case  came  be- 
fore the  county  court,  and  I  was  one  of  the  special  court. 

Question.  Are  you  one  of  the  associate  justices  I 

Answer.  I  was  before  the  new  constitution  was  adopted. 

Question.  Was  that  the  reason  given  for  hanging  him  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  ? 

Answer.  Report  said  that  a  ma.sked  crowd  passed  through  Graham,  and  that  be  shot 
at  them.    That  was  the  report  afterwards,  for  some  time. 

Question.  Was  that  the  reason  given  for  hanging  him  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  the  reason  for  hanging  him. 

Question.  Did  the  punishment  of  persons  who  were  alleged  to  be  of  bad  character 
find  any  apology  or  justification  in  punishnunts  in  that  manner  ? 

J»is«w.  No,  sir  ;  we  all  condemned  it.     I  never  heard  a  man  justify  it. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  measures  to  have  the  perpetrators  arrested  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  some  arrested,  charged,  and  carried  before  the  magis- 
trates at  the  court-house. 

Question.  Since  the  examinations  before  the  judges  iu  the  habeas  corpus  cases,  have 
the  persons  whose  names  were  given  as  having  been  imidicated  iu  that  murder  been 
arrested  or  brouglit  to  trial  ? 

^nsHff)'.  I  do  not  thuik  they  have. 

o"cs/io».  Have  the  oilieers  there  undertaken  to  arrest  any  of  these  men  whose  uanies 
were  divulued  as  being  implicated  in  the  nuirder  of  Outlaw?  ,  r      n    •    „^ 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  there  were  ever  any  writs  issued  for  their  ar- 
rest, because  I  do  not  think  suspiciou  rested  particularly  upon  anybody  until  tlieir  ar- 

"^^oJil/ioH.^AfteiMlu" prisoners  were  discharged  on  habeas  corpus,  were  not  the  names  of 
BiidsC  and  one  or  two  others  divulged,  as  having  partly  at  least,  implicated  them- 
solves  in  the  offense  of  having  been  present  at  the  murder  ot  Outlaw  ? 

Answer.  If  they  were,  I  never  heard  it.  ,     ,  ,    /•       ..i     •    i     „  ;„  <.v>^ 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  read  the  proceedings  that  were  had  before  the  judges  in  the 

habeas  corpus  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  I  read  it  as  reported  in  the  papers. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  read  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Boyd  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  I  read  his  statement.  ,  ,      ,.  i      •        *„4.„,i +,» 

olZion.  Do  von  recollect  of  any  persons  being  named  by  him  as  having  stated  to 
him  about  their  being  present  at  the  miuder  of  Outlaw? 

Ql^Ucin^Vo  yon  know  of  any  effort  by  anybody  in  that  county  to  arrest  any  cue 

since  those  hearin"8  for  the  murder  of  Outlaw  ?  „    ,         ,    ■  _ 

jL.«rNl!,sir,l  do  not  think  I  have;  I  have  no  recollection  of  there  being  any 

other  arrest  since  then. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  By  whom  -would  the  arrests  be  made  ?  who  vrere  the  officers  in  your 
county  ? 

An.^ive>:  Mr.  Murray  is  the  sherijj". 

Question.  Is  he  a  democrat,  or  radical? 

Answe):  I  think  he  is  a  democrat. 

Question.  Are  all  the  officers  in  the  county  democrats  ? 

Answer.  Indeed,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  answer  that  question. 

Question.  Who  is  the  judge  in  the  county  ? 

Ansnct:  Wo  have  ix)  judge  in  that  county.  The  judge  of  onr  district  resides  in  Greens- 
boro— Judge  Tourgee. 

Question.  Is  he  a  radical? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  not  all  the  judicial  officers  in  your  county  radicals? 

Answer.  Nearly  all  the  justices  of  the  peace  are. 

Question.  If  any  person  were  suspected  or  charged  with  crime,  would  it  not  be  the 
duty  of  those  justices  to  have  him  arrested? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  would. 

Question.  Have  they  omitted  that  duty  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  suppose  they  have.     There  has  been  no  person  charged. 

Question.  I  understood  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  ask  you  if  some  persons  had 
not  been  charged  by  this  man  Boyd,  in  his  deposition,  with  having  been  present  at 
this  hanging? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  Boyd  charged  in  his  statement  that  there  was  any  person 
present  at  the  murder. 

Question.  That  some  ope  had  confessed  to  him  that  he  was  present? 

Ansioer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  particularly;  it  is  some  time  ago. 

Question.  If  it  had  been  made  public  that  any  person  was  suspected  of  that  crime,  or 
of  being  present  and  knowing  anything  about  it,  would  it  not  be  the  duty  of  the  judi- 
cial officers  of  the  county  to  take  notice  of  it  ? 

Ansicer.  It  would  have  been.  Kany  oue  were  pointed  out  as  having  participated  in 
the  matter,  he  certainly  would  have  been  arrested.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  arresting 
at  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Suppose  persons  are  arrested  in  that  county,  do  you  know  anything  of  the 
difficulties  in  bringing  them  to  trial  and  convicting  them  in  consequence  of  the  exist- 
ence of  what  is  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Even  if  there  were  a  difficulty  in  that  county,  does  not  the  law  allow  the 
judicial  officers,  judges  and  i^rosecuting  attorneys,  to  remove  a  case  to  another  county, 
where  they  could  have  a  fair  trial  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  which  enables  you  to  say  whether  there  is  an 
organization  of  that  kind  in  Alamance  County? 

Answer.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  What  is  your  belief  on  the  subject  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  believe  that  there  is  an  organization. 

Question.  From  what  you  know  of  its  character,  and  of  those  who  compose  it,  do  you 
believe  that  where  persons  of  that  organization  are  charged  with  crimes  in  court,  in 
Alamance  County,  justice  can  be  administered  against  them  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Have  you  read  the  oath  they  are  said  to  take  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  any  member  of  the  organization  been  tried  in  Alamance  County  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not 'think  there  has;  if  there  has  been,  my  memory  does  not  serve  me. 
Oh,  yes,  there  were  two  or  three  negroes  tried. 

Question.  Were  they  members  of  the  Ku-I^ux  organization? 

Answer.  They  said  so. 

Question.  The  negroes  themselves  said  so  ? 

Ansiver.  The  negroes  themselves  said  so.    They  were  tried,  sentenced,  and  punished. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  instance  you  know  of? 

Ansiver.  That  is  the  only  instance. 

Question.  W^ith  which  political  party  do  you  act,  if  either? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  since  the  war,  the  first  vote  I  cast  was  for  Governor  Holden,  but 
in  the  last  election  I  acted  with  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  difterence  of  opinion  among  the  parties  there  as  to  the 
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light  iu  which  they  view  the  proceedings  of  the  Ku-Klux  orgauizatiou  ?  In  other 
words,  did  the  conservatives  or  democrats  ever  attempt  to  justify  their  proceedings? 

Avsiver.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  have,  as  a  jiarty.  It  has  met  with  opposition. 
I  have  always  opposed  it  mj'self. 

Question.  How  has  it  been  with  the  party  as  a  body  in  that  county  ? 

Anatver.  I  could  not  answer  that  question,  because  I  do  not  know  who  belongs  to  the 
order. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  members  of  the  conservative  party  apologize  for  or 
justify  the  operations  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir* ;  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  heard  any  apologies  for  them  at  all.  I 
have  heard  such  exjiressions  as  this — that  the  operation  of  the  Ku-Klux,  or  White 
Brotherhood,  as  some  of  them  term  it,  has  had  a  beneficial  effect  in  preventing  crime, 
both  among  negroes  and  white  men. 

Questioti.  Has  that  been  the  expression  in  the  newspapers  in  your  county? 

Ansiver.  We  have  no  newspapers  iu  the  county. 

Question.  Is  that  the  expression  by  members  of  the  conservative  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  thiuk  I  have  heard  it  by  the  republican  party. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  of  the  republicans  there  excuse  or  denounce  the  organ- 
ization ?    If  so,  state  what  you  heard  them  saj% 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  give  the  language  of  any  of  them  ;  but  I  have 
beard  it  denounced.  I  have  denounced  it  myself,  and  my  sons  have  denounced  it. 
The  fact  is,  I  have  never  said  much  about  it. 

Questiou.  Have  you  considered  that  the  existence  of  the  organization  iu  Alamance 
County  has  in  any  manner  endangered  the  security  of  anybody  iu  it? 

Answer.  Not  with  any  good,  law-abiding  citizen  has  either  life  or  property,  in  my 
opinion,  been  endanjjered  at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  a  man  named  Corliss  who  was  whipped  iu  that  county? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  of  it.     I  did  not  know  tlie  man. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  he  had  viohited  the  law  in  any  way? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir.    I  do  not  tliinlv  he  had  violated  the  law. 

Question.  What  was  the  ground  for  whipping  him  ? 

Answa:  I  think  it  was  alleged  that  he  endeavored  to  get  the  negroes  to  go  into  a 
church  and  take  seats  among  the  wliite  people. 

Question.  Was  there  any  law  against  that  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all.  I  further  understood  that  the  negroes  had  a  consultation  them- 
selves, and  condemned  the  course  that  he  had  advised  them  to  take,  and  would  not 
follow  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  colored  man  named  Allen  being  whipped  in  that 
county  ? 

Answer.  (A  pause.)  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  recollect  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  colored  man  named  Puryear  being  drowned? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  offense  was  he  alleged  to  have  been  guilty  of? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  nnich  said  about  the  disappearance  of  Puryear.  He  was  a 
crazy  negro ;  he  and  his  wife  lived  on  very  bad  terms,  and  the  most  I  ever  heard  said 
about  it  was  by  a  negro  man,  an  old  servant  of  mine.  He  said  they  told  him  that  the 
opinion  was  that  his  wife  had  destroyed  him,  or  caused  it  to  be  done.  That  was  out 
of  my  neighborhood,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles. 

Question.  Have  you  nothing  further  to  state  as  bearing  on  this  general  question  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  whether  the  coudjtion  as  to  general  peace  and  good  order  in 
the  county  where  you'  reside  is  not  now  equal  to  that  of  any  other  time  which  you 
recollect. 

Answer.  I  am  sixty-four  years  old,  gentlemen,  and  I  assert  most  positis-ely  that  the 
peace  and  quietness' of  the' county  is  as  good  now  as  it  ever  has  been  during  my  whole 
recollection. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  people,  without  regard  to  their  political  views  or 
their  color,  can  obtain  justice  for  themselves  in  your  courts  and  be  protected  in  their 
rights? 

Answer.  They  can. 

Question.  You  have  no  doubt  about  that  ? 

Anmrer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  You  say  there  were  some  of  these  outrages  upon  individuals  in  the  way  of 
whipping.  &c.,  and  even  the  putting  of  one  man  to  death  ;  state  whether  the  common 
sentiment  of  your  community  among  respectable  men  is  not  opposed  to  such  things  ? 

Ansiver.  Entirely  so. 
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Question.  Have  you  not  heard  geutlemen  of  tlie  conservative  party,  as  well  as  of  the 
repuldican  party,  'deuouuce  openly  and  in  the  same  tone  these  outrages  ? 

Ansirer.  Certainly;  and  let  me  say  further,  that  after  the  hanging  of  Outlaw  we 
proposed  to  liave  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  expression  of  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  it,  a  sort  of  indignation  meeting,  at  the  court-house,  to  condemn  the  whole 
proceeding,  and  we  proposed  to  send  it  to  Governor  Holden.  The  time,  I  think,  was 
appointed,  hut  before  tlie  time  appointed  to  hold  the  meeting  the  United  States  sol- 
diers came  in  there,  and  it  was  all  stopped. 

Question.  They  were  stationed  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  points  were  they  stationed  ? 

Ansicer.  At  Graham ;  the  meeting  was  proposed  to  he  held  at  Graham. 

Question.  Did  that  alone  prevent  the  j)ublic  meeting  to  denounce  this  outrage  upon 
Outlaw  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  it  fell  through  on  that  account. 

Question.  Was  the  sentiment  of  the  leading  men  of  the  conservative  party,  as  well  as 
of  the  republican  party,  in  favor  of  holding  such  a  public  meeting  and  denouncing  the 
outrage  ? 

Answer.  It  was  in  my  neighborhood? 

Question.  And  do  you  believe  but  for  the  presence  of  the  military  it  would  have  been 
held? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  it  would. 

Question.  Do  you  recoUect  when  Governor  Holden  proclaimed  your  county  in  insur- 
rection ? 

A7isu-er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  the  time  he  did  so  was  there  peace  and  quiet  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  feeling  in  the  community  when  Kirk  was  sent  there? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  people  felt  greatly  outraged. 

Question.  Did  they  feel  alarmed  ? 

Ansicer.  Very  much  alarmed. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Kirk  during  his  presence  there  ? 

Ansicer.  I  saw  the  first  three  arrests  that  were  made. 

Question.  Describe  their  conduct  and  bearing  toward  the  people? 

Answer.  It  was  exceedingly  rude.  I  happened  to  be  in  Graham.  I  live  about  seven 
miles  from  there.  I  saw  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Boyd.  I  was  on  a  visit  to  my  daughter, 
who  lives  near  Mr.  Boyd's  office.  I  rode  from  there  down  to  my  son's  house,  at  Haw 
River,  and  I  there  saw  the  arrest  of  Adolphus  G.  Moore.  His  arrest  was  a  very  rude 
one  indeed. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  prisoners  when  he  had  them  in  custody  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  sometime  afterward  I  saw  the  prisoners  after  they  had  been  carried 
to  Caswell  and  retiu'ued  to  Alamance. 

Question.  What  was  their  condition  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was  anything  but  agreeable.     I  saw  very  little  of  them. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  conduqt  or  acts  of  these  two  officers  that 
you  can  speak  of  ? 

Answer.  Personally  I  have  not. 

By  Mr.  Bl.\ir  : 

Question.  You  say  you  voted  for  Holden  in  the  first  election  and  against  him  at  the 
second  election.  Was  your  second  vote  influenced  in  any  degree  by  the  flagitious  and 
profligate  manner  in  which  Holden  and  the  State  government  had  squandered  the 
bonds? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  not  many  there  who  supported  him  in  the  first.instance  compelled  to 
vote  against  him  on  that  ground  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Was  not  there  a  great  excitement  about  it  ? 

Answer.  A  great  deal. 

Question.  Was  it  believed  generally  that  Governor  Holden  and  his  radical  legislature 
had  brought  the  State  to  the  brink  of  ruin  and  bankruptcy  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  opinion. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  about  it  ? 

Answer.  I  think  a  man  could  not  have  any  other  opinion,  to  look  at  our  situation. 
The  State  is  bankrupt  beyond  all  redemption.     I  am  a  large  tax-payer  myself. 

Question.  You  do  not  see  how  this  money  is  to  be  paid  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  State  get  any  benefit  from  all  this  appropriation  of  bonds  ? 

Answer.  Very  little;  the  bonds  have  been  squandered. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  Union  League  organization  ?  Is  there  such 
an  organization  there "? 
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Ansrvei:  There  is  a  secret  league  in  the  coi>uty  that  has  been  existing  ever  since  or 
soon  after  the  surrender. 

Question.  It  is  composed  of  ■whom? 

Ansicer.  Composed  of  negroes 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  means  taken  by  those  negroes  to  intimidate 
other  negroes  who  were  disposed  to  vote  the  conservative  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Such  things  have  occurred  in  your  own  county? 

Ansxver.  Oh,  yes,  sir.  An  old  negro  man  who  formerly  belonged  to  me  told  me  that 
at  the  last  election  another  negro  came  by  his  house,  on  the  morning  of  the  election, 
and  told  him  that  if  he  did  not  go  and  vote  Kirk's  men  would  be  sent  out  and  kill 
him,  and  after  be  was  dead  they  would  thrust  their  bayonets  through  him ;  and  I  was 
a  little  amused  to  find  that  the  old  fellow  had  more  horror  at  being  bayoneted  after 
his  death  than  of  the  killing. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  the  organization  leaves  the  negroes  there  really  any 
freedom  of  action  at  all? 

Ansicer.  No  freedom  of  action. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  being  well  acquainted  in  Graham ;  do  you  know  Mr.  Boyd  ! 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  his  standing  and  reputation  as  a  citizen  and  a  lawyer  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  young  man,  and  so  far  as  he  has  made  his  record,  it  was  pretty  fair. 

Question.  Was  his  standing  in  his  profession  and  his  party  both  good  at  the  time  he 
was  arrested  and  made  these  disclosures  about  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klux  organiza- 
tion ? 

Ansirei:  As  a  young  man  professionally, he  was  regarded  as  having  some  talent.  He 
could  not  have  made  his  maik  much,  having  been  at  the  bar  only  a  short  time.  Ho 
was  getting  into  practice. 

Question.  Was  he  the  democratic  candidate  on  the  ticket  of  the  legislature? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  doubt  expressed  about  Mr.  Boyd's  princi- 
ples, some  clainuug  that  he  was  not  a  sound  democrat. 

Question.  Was  not  that  on  the  ground  that  he  was  endeavoring  to  prevent  some  of 
the  operations  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  of  which  he  was  a  member? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  understand  that  he  was  a  member  of  it  himself.  I  urged 
his  nomination  myself.  Some  of  his  friends  blamed  me  afterwards  and  said,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  me,  perhaps  he  would  not  have  got  his  nomination.  His  nomination 
was  not  altogether  satisfactory. 

Question.  Do  you  take  an  active  part  in  the  politics  of  the  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  convention  that  nominated  him  ? 

Ansice):  Yes,  sir ;  I  happened  there  and  was  invited  into  the  convention.  I  do  not 
take  an  active  part  in  politics  and  have  not  for  a  long  time. 

Question.  How  was  it  after  he  made  the  disclosures  in  regard  to  the  Ku-Klux  organi- 
zation— how  was  he  looked  upon  then  l>y  the  democracy  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  he  was  not  looked  upon  with  much  favor.  I  heard  a  friend  of  mine, 
'and  I  was  astonished  to  hear  it,)  in  speaking  of  his  disclosures,  say  that  he  had  Joined 
the  order  himself  through  the  inlluciice  of  Mr.  lioyd ;  that  he  had  met  him  on  the 
street  one  night  ami  was  invited  by  him  to  go  down  and  join  it ;  that  he  had  been 
simply  initiated  and  had  never  been  In  anv  meeting  at  all — simply  initiated  bj-  Jtlr. 
Boyd.' 

Question.  Were  you  astonished  to  find  men  of  such  respectable  character  in  that  organ- 
ization ? 

.I)).s(rc?-.  Well,  I  was  a  little  sur])rised  to  hear  that  man  say  it  did  not  meet  his  appro- 
bation. He  seemed  to  chide  himself  for  having  been  inlluenced  by  Mr.  Boyd,  and  said 
he  never  attended  but  one  meeting. 

Question.  From  the  fact  you  found  these  two  men  had  been  in  the  organization,  are 
you  prepared  to  say  to  what  extent  respectable  men  in  the  county  had  been  in  itf 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  cannot  say. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  21, 1871. 
Jacob  A.  Long  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  CHAiRiiAN : 
Oj</'sfion.  Where  do  you  reside? 

Answer.  In  Graham,  AlaTuance  County,  North  Carolina. 
Question.  What  is  your  occupation? 

oZst?on.  Statt^wluSer  you  have  at  any  time  been  a  member  of  the  organization 
popularly  known  as  Kn-Khix,  and  otherwise  known  as  the  White  Brotherhood,  or  the 
Constitutional  Union  Guards? 
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Ansiirr.  I  -was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  White  BrotberlioocT.  I  was  initiated,  I 
thiulc,  in  October,  1868,  and  my  couuectiou  with  it  lasted  till  some  time  in  May  or  Juno, 
1869. 

Question.  By  whom  were  you  initiated  ? 

Arisiver.  By  a  gentleman  from  Guilford  County  of  the  name  of  Obed  McMicbael. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  nature  of  the  obligation  of  that  order? 

Ansrrci:  Well,  sir,  I  remember  a  part  of  it ;  it  has  been  some  time  ago. 

Question.  Will  you  look  at  the  oath  on  the  second  i^age  of  the  President's  message  in 
relation  to  North  Carolina  and  state  whether  that  is  the  oath  in  substance  ? 

Jvf!wcr.  (Reads  it.)  There  arc  some  things  in  that  that  I  remember  as  being  in  the 
obligation,  and  there  ai'e  others  that  are  entirely  new  to  me.  The  substance  of  it  was 
his :  that  you  were  not  a  member  of  the  Union  League  or  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic;  that  you  would  keep  everything  secret  in  connection  with  the  order;  that 
if  any  member  or  his  family  was  in  danger  and  would  inform  you  of  it,  you  would  go 
to  their  assistance,  if  necessary ;  and  that  if  a  member  revealed  the  secrets,  yoTi  would 
assist  in  punishing  him.  That  part  of  it,  as  stated  there,  in  regard  to  never  assisting 
in  initiating  any  person  who  belonged  to  the  other  organizations,  I  do  not  remcmbei' 
whether  that  was  in  it.     It  was  a  little  piece  of  paper,  about  as  long  as  luy  haml. 

Question.  Did  any  part  of  the  obligation  require  you  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  camp  V 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  yott  would  obey  the  orders  of  the  superior  officers. 

Question.  How  was  that  explained  to  you? 

Answer.  It  was  explained  by  a  by-law.  There  was  a  little  list  of  by-laws,  in  which 
it  was  said  that  no  man  could  be  initiated  unless  it  was  by  a  unanimous  vote  ;  that  he 
had  to  be  elected  before  he  could  be  initiated,  and  when  he  was  elected  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  initiated  then  those  whom  the  officer  or  chief  might  direct  to  bring  him 
forward  or  to  approach  him  on  the  subject  were  to  do  so. 

Question.  How  was  it  explained  to  you  as  governing  yotir  condtxct  after  you  became 
a  member  of  the  order  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was,  as  I  understood  it,  that  when  they  were  present  at  a  meeting  they 
were  to  keep  silence — ;just  obey — something  similar  to  the  rules  of  any  society. 

Question.  How  was  it  exi)lained  as  governing  your  action  in  carrj'ing  out  any  of  the 
decrees  of  the  order  to  whip  or  nuirder  persons  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  understand  the  orgaiiization  to  have  anything  of  tliat  sort  to  do, 
and  consequently  there  was  no  explanation  in  regard  to  it. 

Question.  How  did  you  iind  it  to  be  after  you  got  into  it  ? 

Ansiver.  After  I  became  a  member  there  were  some  persons  who  wanted  to  gratify 
some  x>i'ivate  malice  or  spite  against  other  persons.  I  was  the  superior  officer  in  the 
county,  and  it  was  mentioned  to  me.  I  told  them  that  I  would  object  to  anything  of  the 
kind;  that  I  did  not  go  into  it  for  that  purpose,  had  nothing  of  that  sort  in  view,  ana 
would  forever  put  my  voice  against  it.  I  told  them  they  had  taken  an  obligation  to 
obey  the  orders  of  the  chief,  and  I,  as  chief,  would  never  consent  to  anything  of  the 
sort.  Well,  sir,  upon  that  (there  had  been  some  crimes  conuuitted  in  the  county,  one 
or  two,  perhaps,  and  the  governor  of  our  State  issued  a  proclamation  calling  upon  all 
good  citizens  to  disband  all  sitch  organizations  if  such  existed)  in  May  or  June  I 
called  a  meeting  of  the  different  officers  of  the  county,  and  disbanded  them.  What 
they  did  afterward,  or  what  rule  they  adopted,  I  do  not  know.  They  may  have  adopted 
a  different  obligation  afterward. 

Question.  You  say  you  continued  in  the  organization  from  October,  1868,  till  May  or 
June,  1869  ? 

Answeti.  Yes,  sir.     I  think  the  governor's  proclamation  came  out  in  April. 

Question.  At  what  time  were  you  made  commander  ? 

Answer.  The  same  day  I  was  initiated. 

Question.  Was  that  the  commencement  of  the  organization  in  Alamance  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  of  my  knowledge  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  knowledge  enough  to  say  that  that  was  the  beginning  of  the  or- 
ganization in  Alamance  County  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know,  it  was. 

Question.  As  the  head  of  it  in  that  county,  would  you  not  know  all  about  it? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  not  ? 

Ansiver.  From  the  fact  that  persons  when  they  commit  crime  or  anythhigof  that  sort 
keep  it  secret. 

Question.  Would  you  not  know  when  it  was  first  organized? 

Answer.  There  were  other  organizations ;  there  might  have  been  others  before  or 
afterward. 

Question.  By  what  name  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  one  in  the  county  called  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards, 

17 
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By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  That  you  never  joined  ? 

Answer.  I  was  initiated  sitting  in  my  oflSce  one  day,  but  that  was  all.  The  raan 
talked  with  me  about  hl'teeu  minutes,  and  I  told  him  I  would  have  nothing  more  to  do 
with  it. 

By  the  Ch.virmax  : 

Question.  When  was  that  order  instituted  ? 

Ausiccr.  I  think  he  told  me  that  was  instituted  earlier  in  1868. 

Question.  AVhat  was  the  purpose  of  that  f 

Answer.  It  was  a  political  organizatioa  in  its  features.  My  knowledge  of  it  is  very 
limited.    I  could  not  speak  with  anything  like  accuracy. 

Qnestion.  You  were  initiated  into  it — what  was  its  purpose  ? 

A^iswer.  It  Avas  to  support  no  man  for  office  who  was  not  of  their  j)olitical  persuasion. 

Question.  What  was  that  persuasion  ? 

knswcr.  It  was  democratic,  or  conservative. 

Question.  What  furtlier  was  the  distinguishing  feature  of  that  organization,  so  liir 
as  you  were  acquainted  with  it  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  remember  that  a  part  of  the  obligation  was  that  they  would 
patronize  each  other  in  matters  of  business  in  preference  to  anybody  else.  As  to  their 
other  distinf>u:?hing  features,  my  knowledge  of  it  is  so  limited  that  I  could  not  speak. 

Question.  Vort  p;\v  you  refused  to  have  any  further  coiniection  with  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  from  the  simi)le  fact,  as  I  saiil  to  the  gentleman  who  initiated  me, 
that  I  had  become  disgusted  with  secret  political  societies,  and  1  would  have  nothing 
more  to  <lo  with  it  if  it  was  a  secret  political  society. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  ip.  the  purpose  or  mode  of  proceeding  from  which  yonr 
conscience  revolted  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  it  the  same  puqioseas  the  White  Brotherhood? 

Answer.  T  he  ])urposes  were  the  same,  except  that  the  White  Brotherhood,  as  I  under- 
stood it,  was  not  a  political  society. 

Question.  Wliat  was  that  for? 

Answer.  As  I  understood  it  it  was  to  be  something  like  a  vigilance  committee.  If 
one  member  heard  another  was  in  danger,  himself  or  his  family,  or  his  property  bei^g 
burned,  &c.,  they  were  to  inform  each  other  and  go  to  his  assistance. 

Question.  Yon  say  that  a  jtart  of  the  oath  was  that  no  person  who  was  a  member  of 
the  lJni(m  Leagui;  or  of  tlie  Cinind  Army  of  the  Republic  could  be  initiated? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  ])art  of  it. 

Question.  Could  anybody  but  a  democrat  or  conservative  become  a  member  of  the 
White  Brotherhood "? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge.  There  were  two  members  of  it  who 
were  or  had  been  members  of  tlie  Uniou  League.  It  was  political  iu  that  feature,  I 
think. 

Question.  They  took  an  oath  that  they  never  had  been  members  of  the  Union  League '? 

Ansuer.  No,  sir;  I  thiuk  they  had  changed  their  politics.  I  do  not  thiiik  anybody, 
unless  he  had  been  known  to  be  a  democrat  or  conservative  in  politics,  could  have  be- 
come a  member.  It  was  political  that  far,  tliat  it  was  only  one  partj-  that  were 
members. 

Question.  How  would  a  member  of  the  Uniou  League  come  in  if  he  had  to  take  that 
oath  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  were  mombers  of  my  own  knowledge.  I  heard 
there  were  two  men. 

Question.  Then  the  membership,  so  far  as  you  know,  was  entirely  confined  to  the 
democratic  or  cousei"\'ative  ^larty? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  During  the  time  you  were  in  it  were  there  any  murders  or  whippings  in 
Alamance  County  f 

Answer.  There  was  the  whipping  of  Caswell  Holt,  I  thiuk,  while  I  was  a  member. 

Question.  Jb'or  what  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  know  that  the  organization  did  it  even  ;  because 
it  was  known  to  the  members  as  soou  as  they  joined  it  that  I  would  oppose  anything 
of  that  sort. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heretofore  made  any  public  statement  or  confession  of  your 
connection  with  this  order  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  this  the  fii'st  time  you  have  been  called  to  testify  in  regard  to  it? 

Answer.  The  first  time. 

Question.  Did  the  obligation  that  was  takeu  require  the  members  to  protect  each 
other  in  case  of  danger  eithoi  iu  court  or  elsewhere? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  thi  sign  of  distress  that  was  given? 
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Ansiver.  The  word  Shiloli. 

Question.  What  was  the  obligation  of  the  memljers  of  the  order  ou  hearing  that  ? 

Answer.  They  were  to  go  to  each  other's  assistance.  Bnt  that  word  was  not  to  be 
given  unless  they  were  in  such  a  condition  that  they  could  not  give  the  other  sign, 
which  was  two  slaps  of  the  hand.  The  word  Shiloh'was  given  in  case  they  were  so 
grappled  up  by  some  person  that  they  could  not  give  the  other  sign. 

Qttesiion.  Did  you  consider  the  obligation  you  took  as  binding  you  to  keep  all  the 
secrets  of  the  order? 

Answer.  If  you  speak  of  being  called  upon  by  proper  authority  I  did  not.  I  merely 
considered  that  I  was  bouud  to  keep  the  secrets  from  those  who  are  not  members, 
unless  I  was  called  upon  by  a  coui't  of  justice. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  callecl  as  a  witness  in  any  proceeding  in  Alamance 
County? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  Outlaw  hung  ? 

Answer.  In  February,  1870. 

Question.  At  that  time  you  were  not  connected  with  the  order  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Were  you  in  Graham  at  the  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  men  who  committed  that  outrage  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir.     I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Question.  Why  did  your  connection  with  the  order  cease  ?  Was  it  voluntary,  or  did 
they  depose  you  and  elect  another? 

Answer.  I  disbanded  the  thing  voluntarily,  and  from  that  day  I  never  knew  anything 
more  of  their  operations. 

Question.  Was  there  any  dissatisfaction  with  your  administration  of  the  affiiirs? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  heard  that  there  was  some.    I  do  not  know  that  it  wa?  so. 

Question.  What  was  the  cause? 

Answer.  The  simple  fact  that  I  was  opposed  to  their  jjroceediugs. 

Question.  Because  you  would  not  permit  acts  of  violence  to  be  consummated  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  reason  I  disbanded  them. 

Question.  Did  you  disband  the  whole,  or  withdraw  from  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  disbanded  the  whole  order  so  far  as  my  authority  was  concerned. 

Question.  Did  it  organize  again? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  that  it  did  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  that  it  did. 

Question.  You  say  you  do  not  know  whether  it  organized  again  in  that  county? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  my  impression,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  give  it,  is  this:  That  after  the 
W^hite  Brotherhood  was  disbanded  the  crimes  committed  were  by  independent  parties. 
Whenever  there  were  a  half-dozen  or  more  men  who  had  any  private  malice  toward 
another,  they  would  take  advantage  of  the  former  obligation,  and  go  and  commit 
violence,  without  the  knowledge  of  anybody  except  those  who  did  it. 

Question.  How  many  men  in  disguise  were  present  aecording  to  your  information  at 
the  hanging  of  Outlaw? 

Answer.  I  saw  the  crowd  ;  it  was  a  dark  night,  and  they  were  riding  rapidly.  I 
should  judge  there  were  about  sixty ;  there  pight  have  been  not  more  than  twenty,  and 
there  might  have  been  a  hundred.     It  is  simply  a  guess. 

Question.  Did  they  obey  military  order  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  all  in  a  bunch. 

Question.  Where  did  they  find  Outlaw  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  fotind  him  at  home. 

Question.  How  far  did  he  live  from  the  court-house  ? 

Ansieer.     About  four  or  five  hundred  yards. 

Question.  They  brought  him  to  within  foi'ty  or  fifty  yards  of  the  court-house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  should  judge  about  fifty. 

Question.  Did  you  go  out  into  the  crowd  at  the  time  they  were  perpetrating  this  out- 
rage? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir  ;  I  staid  at  my  office  door,  which  opens  on  the  street. 

Question.  How  far  away  was  your  office  ? 

Answer.  About  one  huudred  and  twenty-five  yards  from  the  coui't-house. 

Question.  Could  you  hear  what  was  said  ? 

Ansiver.  I  heard  only  one  remark. 

Question.  By  persons  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  it  was  in  the  dark. 

Question.  What  was  the  remark  you  heard  ? 

Answer.  "  Here  is  a  good  limb." 

Question.  Limb  of  a  tree  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 
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Question.  Was  he  himg  to  a  limb  ? 

Ansicei'.  Ho  was. 

Qacfition.  Were  the  disgnises  the  same  that  you  used  while  iu  the  Brotherhood  ? 

Answer.  They  looked  like  the  same — white. 

Question.  They  were  used  while  yoi\  were  in  the  order? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Qitestion.  Why  were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  The  object  was,  wheu  a  person  was  brought  iuto  the  meeting,  that  those 
who  initiated  him  could  not  be  known  in  case  he  refused  to  become  a  member,  so  that 
he  could  retire,  and  never  know  who  they  were. 

Question.  Were  the  other  members  disguised  also  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  none  but  those  who  were  to  officiate  in  the  initiation. 

Question.  All  those  sixty  persons  that  hung  Outlaw  had  on  the  disguises  of  the  order? 

Answer.  They  had  on  white  disguise^!. 

Question.  Such  as  were  used  wliile  you  were  commander? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sur. 

Question.  Did  you  go  among  them  and  endeavor  to  dissuade  them  from  hanging  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  knew  their  purpose? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  saw  them  about  to  hang  him  ? 

Ansuer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  know  what  they  were  about. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  see  ? 

Ansii-er.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  ? 

Anstver.  I  was  afraid. 

Question.  Why  afraid? 

Ansirer.  I  thought  it  Avas  safer  to  stay  away  from  a  band  of  disguised  men. 

Question.  Recognizing  the  disguises  as  those  of  vour  association,  of  what  were  you 
afraid  ? 

Ansicer.  I  was  afraid  if  I  went  there  they  might  injure  me  in  some  way. 

Question.  Was  their  appearance  and  conduct  such  as  would  naturally  intimidate 
people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  bellowing  when  they  rushed  along  the  street.  When  I 
opened  the  door  and  stood  in  it,  they  saw  the  light  burning  and  hallooed  at  me, 
"lights  out."  I  had  just  waked  up  from  my  .sleep  and  was  excited.  I  stood  still  for 
a  moment  and  they  threw  .something  at  me.  It  struck  the  window  and  broke  out 
two  panes.  I  then  put  out  the  light  and  went  to  the  other  wing  of  the  building  and 
Avakcd  up  my  brother  Avho  lived  in  it. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 

Answer.  W.  S.  Long,  a  minister  of  the  gospel  and  principal  of  the  high  school. 

Question.  Recognizing,  as  you  say  you  did,  tlie  disguises  of  the  men  who  hung  Outlaw 
as  the  same  that  were  worn  in  the  order  when  you  were  connnander,  what  is  your  belief 
as  to  whether  they  were  men  belonging  to  the  same  order? 

Answa:  I  do  not  know  how  to  answer  that.  They  had,  I  believe,  the  same  disguise, 
and  it  is  my  belief  fliat  they  were  members  of  either  the  White  Brotherhood  or  Con- 
stitutional Union  Omuds. 

Question.  Known  as  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  believe  they  were  Ku-Klux  ;  they  might  have  been  Constitutional 
Union  Guards  or  White  Brotherhood. 

Qttcstion.  You  believe  that  they  were  one  or  the  other  of  these  organizations? 

Anstrer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  belief;  that  is  the  general  belief. 

Question.  If  you  had  gone  among  those  men  do  you  believe  you  could  have  recog- 
nized any  one  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  For  what  reason? 

Answer.  Tl. -y  were  disguised;  a  man  could  not  recognize  his  own  father  in  that 
disguise. 

Question.  Had  you  a  knowledge  of  the  signs  and  jiasswords  of  the  order  of  tho 
White  Brotherhood? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Could  vou  not  have  recognized  them  by  those  signs  if  you  had  gone  among 
them  ? 

Answer.  I  could  have  recognized  whether  they  were  members  of  the  "NVhite  Brother- 
hood ;  I  might  have  discovered  their  voices  by  talking  with  them. 

Question.  If  you  had  made  a  sign  of  recognition  would  you  not  have  been  safe  among 
them? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  If  not,  what  were  you  afraid  of? 

Answer.  That  they  might  do  me  some  injury. 
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Question.  Some  bodily  injury  ? 

Annwer.  Yes,  sir,  of  coiu'se. 

Question.  What  effort  was  raarle,  if  any,  to  feiTet  out  and  bring-  to  justice  any  one  of 
tbese  sixty  persons  engaged  in  that  outrage  by  yourself  or  anybody  else  in  that  villa<re  « 

Ansivcr.  I  never  made  any  effort  ;  there  was  an  effort  made  by  the  jury  of  iuquest'the 
next  morning ;  witnesses  were  summoned,  all  those  in  town  who  saw  the  baud  of  dis- 
guised men.  The  inquest  lasted  several  hours  ;  that  was  the  only  effort  made  bv  anv 
person  living  in  the  county.  j       j 

Question.  Who  was  the  commander  of  the  order  after  you  left  it  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  never  learned  of  any  of  the  members  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  after  you  left  the  order  with  any  of  the 
members  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  did. 

Question.  Did  they  avoid  conversation  with  you  on  the  subject  after  you  left  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qucsiion.  Did  you  ever  seek  to  have  conversation  with  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  only  thus  for  :  whenever  I  met  a  man  whom  I  had  known  formerly 
to  have  been  a  Ku-Klux  I  did  all  in  my  power  by  using  every  expression  I  could,  telling 
him  that  if  he  had  any  influence  with  any  of  the  members,  and  if  it  was  they  that  were 
committing  crimes,  for  God's  sake  to  stop  it. 

Question.  Did  you  regard  it  as  a  daugerous  organization  for  the  safety  of  the  people  ? 

Answer.  If  it  was  the  White  Brotherhood,  and  their  principles  were  the  same  as  when 
I  joined  it,  I  did  not ;  if  they  were  jierverted  I  did  regard  it  as  dangerous. 

Question.  At  the  time  you  endeavored  to  dissuade  them  from  these  evil  deeds  had  you 
any  doubt  whether  it  was  that  order  that  committed  the  crimes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  had  no  doubt  they  were  doing  some  of  them. 

Question.  Was  tliat  your  reason  for  dissuading  them  from  doing  anything  ;  because 
you  did  believe  that  the  organization  was  committing  crimes  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  they  were  committing  some  of  them  at  least. 

Question.  Give  the  names  of  the  leading  men  who  were  in  the  organization  while  you 
were  connected  with  it  in  Alamance  County. 

Answer.  They  were  James  E.  Boyd,  W.  S.  Bradshaw,  John  R.  Stockard,  Clement  C. 
Cm-tis,  Archn)ald  Boyd,  James  E.  Boyd's  father,  Albert  Munroe,  Daniel  Anthony,  John 
G.  Albright,  Robert  Hanna,  and  Major  Lynch. 

Question.  Are  these  all  men  of  position  and  influence  in  the  county  ? 

Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  which  political  party  are  they  attached  ? 

Answer.  All  attached  to  the  democratic  or  conservative  pax'ty. 

Question.  While  you  were  in  connection  with  the  order  were  you  in  communication 
with  members  of  the  same  order  in  other  counties  in  your  State  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  your  organization  such  that  the  various  camps  iu  the  county  commu- 
nicated with  a  central  county  camp  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  chief  of  the  county,  and  there  were  ten  camps — nine  besides 
my  own. 

Question.  The  commanders  of  those  nine  camps  were  subordinate  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  report  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Whenever  I  would  send  for  them  to  come  to  me  they  would  come. 

Question.  Were  they  bound  to  come  in  obedience  to  your  orders  ? 

Ansicer.  That  was  part  of  the  obligation. 

Question.  How  many  of  the  camp  were  bound  to  obey  your  orders ;  only  the  com- 
manders ? 

Answer.  The  commander  of  each  camj)  was  bound  to  obey  me,  and  he  held  the  mem- 
bers of  his  camp  responsible  to  him. 

Question.  Then  you  were  really  commander-in-chief  of  the  county  ;  you  issued  your 
commands  to  the  subordinate  camps  and  the  subordinate  commanders  to  their  mem- 
bers? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  obedience  imperative  upon  all  the  members  ? 

Answer.  That  was  part  of  their  obligation. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  report  ? 

Answer.  To  no  one  at  all. 

Question.  Was  there  no  organization  in  the  State  ? 

Ansiver.  Of  my  own  knowledge  I  could  not  speak  as  to  that.  I  have  heard  that  it 
was  extensive. 

Question.  Was  there  any  central  organization  to  which,  the  county  organization 
rejiorted  ? 
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Ansicer.  Not  to  my  kuowletlge. 

Question.  Had  each  county  organ izatiou  a  separate  commauder? 

Answer.  That  was  the  way  I  understood  it.  I  think  the  Constitutional  Union  Guarda 
had  a  central  commander  to  whom  they  reported. 

Question.  That  was  a  higher  order  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  The  county  camp  was  suhordinate  to  the  State  camp? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  never  in  your  intercourse  with  members  in  other  counties  recog- 
nize members  as  belonging  to  the  White  Brotherhood  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  remember  an  instance.  I  rememlier  meeting  a  man  in  tho 
State  of  Arkansas,,  who  said  he  was  a  member,  but  I  did  not  know  it. 

Qnestion.  Did  he  give  you  the  signs  of  recognition? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  nor  did  I  give  him  any  signs. 

Question.  Who  was  he ;  what  was  his  name  ? 

Answer.  His  name  was  Walker. 

Question.  A  citizen  of  Arkansas  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  so. 

Question.  During  the  time  you  were  in  connection  with  that  body  w.is  any  proposi- 
tion made  at  any  time,  in  either  the  county  or  in  a  subordinate  camp,  about  any  inflic- 
tion of  a  wrong  upon  members  of  the  other  party  ? 

Ansicer.  Tliere  was  never  any  proposition  nuido  when  I  was  present,  and  I  oidy 
learned  of  one.  Tbere  Avas  a  young  man,  named  .Tolin  I\.  Long,  met  me  one  day  on 
the  streetj  stopped  me  and  said,  Tliey  are  going  to  hang  Caswell  Holt.  I  laid  my  hand 
on  his  shoulder  and  said  to  him,  "  Now  I  do  not  want  you  to  tell  me  anything  about 
who  is  to  do  it,  and  I  want  you  to  go  to  whomever  it  is,  and  tell  them  for  God's  sake 
not  to  do  it."    I  turned  right  off  and  left  him. 

Question.  Was  Caswell  Holt  hanged? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped? 

Ansiver.  He  was  wliipped  before  that. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  for  what  reason  they  were  going  to  do  it? 

Answer.  That  was  all  the  conversation  we  had. 

Question.-  Was  that  the  first  and  onlv  proposition  made  to  you  or  to  your  knowledge 
while  you  were  connected  with  the  order  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  the  only  one  cncr  made  to  my  knoAvledge,  or  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Question.  Was  it  that  which  induced  you  to  sever  your  connection  Avith  the  order  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  There  was  rmce  some  talk  in  that  way  ;  somebody  said  they  wanted 
to  do  something  tliat  way,  but  I  invariably  denounced  it  in  the  strongest  terms,  and 
they  kept  everything  secret  from  me,  as  if  I  liad  never  had  comiection  with  it. 

Question.  Tife  order  did  not  divulge  to  you  what  tliey  intended  to  do  or  did  do  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  kept  it  a  secret  from  me.  I  have  no  doubt  that  that  young 
man.  Long,  had  been  eounseh'd  in  some  way  to  keep  it  from  me. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  from  the  manner  in  whicli  Long  connuunicated  that  to  you 
that  tliat  matler  had  been  considered  and  decided  upon  in  the  camp? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  was  the  imi)ression  it  made  on  my  mind. 

Question.  What  was  the  date  of  that  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember;  it  was  some  time  after  Holt  Avas  Avhipped  by  sonjcbody 
in  disguise. 

Question.  HoAV  long  was  it  after  you  became  commander  of  the  order  that  this  com- 
uuinieation  was  made  to  you  about  the  intention  to  hang  Holt  ? 

Answir.  I  think  it  Avas  some  time  in  the  early  part  of  1>"'G'J  or  latter  part  of  1868. 

Question.  You  say  the  imi)ressiou  made  upon  your  mind  at  that  time  was,  that  the 
murder  of  Holt  had  been  considered  and  decided  upon  in  the  camp  ? 

Answer.  That  Avas  the  impression  made  upon  my  mind  by  his  eommunicatiou. 

Question.  You  continued  your  connection  until  the  June  after  that  ? 

Answer.  Until  May  or  Jiuie. 

Question.  In  the  intervening  four  months  Avas  any  communication  made  to  rou  about 
any  other  intended  murder  or  Avliipping  "? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  understood  by  the  order  that  you  were  ojiposed  to  excesses,  and  for 
that  reason  you  say  they  did  not  conmiunicate  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir:  that  Avas  tho  imiu'cssiou.  A  young  man  named  Dickson  told  mo 
that  they  were  cursing  inc. 

Question.  How  Avas  the  order  for  disbanding  brought  about  ? 

Answer.  I  sent  a  message  to  the  commanders  of  the  diflertnt  camps  to  meet  me  at  a 
certain  time  and  place. 

Question.  Give  the  names  of  the  couunaiulcrs  and  the  places  Avlierc  tho  camps  were 
located. 
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Jnswer.  I  think  Jaspei*  M.  Woixl  was  coimuander  of  camp  Xo.  2,  located  six  or  seven 
miles  south  of  Gi-aham  ;  John  T.  Trollinger  was  commander  of  cainp  No.  3.  situated  at 
Company's  Shops;  Albert  Murray  was  commander  of  camp  No.  4,  about  seven  miles 
north  of  Graham.  He  was  then  and  is  now  sheriif  of  Alamance  County  ;  George  An- 
thony was  chief  of  camp  No^  5,  situated  west  of  Grahaui ;  David  Mebaue,  I  think,  was 
chief  of  camp  No.  6,  situated  near  Mebaneville,  east  of  Graham  ;  William  Stockard,  I 
l)eli;n-e,  was  chief  of  camp  No.  7,  in  the  extreme  southern  part  of  the  county.  I  cannot 
recall  the  name  of  the  chief  of  camp  No.  8,  situated  southeast  of  Grahaim,  though  I 
know  him  personally. 

Question.  You  were  commander  of  the  first ;  so  that  makes  nine  ? 

Anm-er.  Yes,  sir.     There  were  ten  camps.    No.  10  was  commanded  by  Job  Faucett. 

Qticsfion.  How  many  members  were  there  in  all  the  camj^s ' 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Que><fiou.  Did  they  not  report  to  you  ? 

Ansiccr.  No,  sir. 

Qiiesiiou.  Have  you  any  knowledge  on  that  subject  ? 

Aysicer.  I  could  give  you  a  guess. 

Qneslion.  What  is  your  belief  as  to  the  number  in  the  county? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  at  the  time  it  was  disbanded  I  think  it  numbered  about  two  hun- 
dred ;  it  might  have  been  as  high  as  three  or  four  Imndred,  or  not  so  many. 

Qiieslion.    When  you  met,   what  was  the  process  of  disbanding? 

Anwer.  As  soou  as  they  were  present  (I  think  nearly  every  camp  was  represented)  I 
told  them  that  if  it  was  their  members  that  were  committing  these  crimes  they  m.ust 
stop  it,  if  it  was  possible  to  do  it;  and  that  then  and  there  I  would  tell  them  as  chief 
of  the  county  that  the  organization  known  as  the  White  Brotherhood  was  forever  dis- 
b.aidcd,  and  that  my  connection  with  it  woiild  cease  right  there.  It  was  agreed  to  by 
all  but  one  or  two.    They  agreed  to  disband  their  ctunps  and  cease  initiating  rjembers. 

Question.  Which  two  would  not  agree  to  it  ? 

Ansuxr.  1  think  Fawcett  was  one,  though  I  am  not  certain  ;  the  other  I  do  not  re- 
member. 

QuesUon.  That  was  all  there  was  of  the  disbandment  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  done  in  a  few  moments. 

Question.  Now,  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards  con- 
tinued on  after  that? 

Ansiver.  It  Avas  after  tliat  I  was  initiated  in  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards  :  it  was 
in  December,  I  think,  1^69. 

Question.  And  you  believe  their  purposes  were  about  tlie  same  as  the  White  Brother- 
liood  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  except  it  was  more  rigid  in  its  discipline. 

Question.  Did  it  carry  out  the  decrees  for  whix)ping  and  murder  ? 

Ansinr.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Were  you  initiated  far  enough  to  know  anything  about  that^ 

Answer.  I  ^vas  sitting  in  my  room,  and  the  gentleman  who  initiated  me  sat  down  by 
my  side.  We  talked  al)out  half  an  hour  during  the  recess  of  the  court.  When  he  got 
through  and  rose  up,  I  told  him  that  I  was  disgusted  with  secret  political  societies,  and 
woidd  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  what  he  had  told  me  satisfied  me. 

Question.  What  was  the  gentleman's  name  ? 

Answer.  James  A.  J.  Patterson. 

Question.  In  that  few  hours'  talk  did  he  say  anything  about  whi])ping  and  outrages? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  it  was  merely  talking  about  the  organization  as  it  existed. 

Question.  Did  he  say  anything  about  its  jiurposes  affecting  the  colored  people  ? 

Ansiccr.  There  was  a  part  of  the  obligation  that  required  them  to  support  no  man  for 
office  who  was  not  in  favor  of  the  Constitution  as  it  is ;  meaning  by  that  that  thvy 
would  su^jport  no  man  that  was  in  favor  of  elevating  the  negro  to  political  equality 
with  the  white  man. 

Question.  Did  that  refer  to  the  constitution  of  North  Carolina  ? 

Ansirer.  To  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  I  understood  it. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  they  denied  that  the  constitutional  amendment 
adopted  after  the  war  was  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  f  Was  it  ex- 
plained to  you  that  by  the  Constitution  as  it  is  was  meant  the  Constitution  without 
that  amendment  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  there  was  no  explanation  about  that. 

Question.  State  in  your  own  language  what  you  understood  to  be  meant  by  the  Con- 
stitution as  it  is. 

Ansiver.  I  wish  I  could  remember  the  obligation  ;  it  ran  somehow  in  this  way :  that 
you  will  i^atrouize  all  the  members  of  this  organization  in  preference  to  others  ;  that 
you  will  support  no  man  for  office  who  is  not  in  favor  of  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  'and 
who  is  not  opposed  to  elevating  the  negro  to  an  equality  with  the  white  man  ;  meaning 
thereby,  as  I  understood  it,  jiolitical  equality,  giving  him  the  same  political  rights  that 
the  white  man  enjoyed.  That  was  the  substance ;  I  cannot  remember  the  words  i^re- 
cisely ;  it  was  what  I  understood  it  to  be. 
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Question.  Was  that  clause  wliicli  required  tliem  not  to  support  anybody  who  was  uot 
in  favor  of  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  introduced  in  reference  to  the  proposed  constitu- 
tional amendment  at  that  time  ? 

Answei:  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Had  it  any  reference  to  the  constitutional  amendment  with  regard  to  suf- 
frage ;  was  any  such  explanation  made  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  any  of  the  examinations  in  regard  to  outrages  com- 
mitted in  your  county  before  justices  on  writs  of  habeas  corpus? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  were  you  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  State  of  Ai-kausas. 

Question.  Why  did  you  go  there? 

Answer.  I  left  North  Carolina  on  the  27th  of  July  to  escaiie  being  arrested  by  the 
militia  and  tried  by  court-martial. 

Question.  Was  that  in  consequence  of  your  having  been  a  member  of  the  organiza- 
tion ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  received  information  from  one  of  the  commanders  of  the  militia 
that  my  name  was  on  the  list  and  that  I  would  be  tried  by  the  military  court ;  and  as 
soon  as  I  heard  that,  I  went  to  Arkansas. 

Question.  Which  one  of  the  commanders  of  the  militia  ? 

Ansicer.  His  name  was  Clark. 

Question.  Was  he  captain  in  the  militia  that  were  sent  there  ? 

AnsHxr.  He  was  colonel  of  the  first  regiment.  George  W.  Kirk  was  colonel  of  the 
second. 

Question.  Was  Clark  colonel  of  the  State  troops? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

•  Question.  Was  the  information  communicated  to  you  for  the  purpose  pf  enabling  you 
to  escape  ? 

Aitswer.  Well,  sir,  we  happened  to  be  memliers  of  the  same  fraternity  of  a  different 
name,  and  he  knew  I  was  an  iiniocent  man  ;  I  suppose  it  came  that  way. 

Question.  Througli  what  fraternity? 

Answer.  The  Masons. 

Question.  And  in  pursuance  of  his  information  you  escaped? 

Answer.  He  told  n  brother  Mason  that  I  would  bo  arrested,  and  it  was  their  purpose 
to  try  me  by  military  court. 

Question.  Have  you  been  present  at  any  trial  in  North  Carolina  of  any  party  charged 
with  Ku-Khix  outrages? 

Answer.  Only  once. 

Question.  What  was  that  ? 

•  Answer.  Some  negroes,  who  said  they. wore  Ku-Klux,  were  tried  in  the  superior  court 
of  Alamance  0§uuty,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  six  years.  The 
leader  applied  to  me  to  defend  him  on  the  trial ;  I  was  i)reseut  at  the  time  but  made 
no  appearance. 

Question.  Could  negroes  be  admitted  into  any  order  of  Ku-Klux  that  you  had  any 
knowledge  ol  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Que^ition.  Were  these  negi-ocs  actually  members  of  a  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  so  represented  themselves;  they  said  they  were  organized  and 
did  whip  three  men  one  night. 

Question  Was  there  any  other  instance  in  Alamance  County  of  negroes  whipping 
persons  in  that  way  ? 

Answer.  If  there  was  it  never  came  to  light. 

Question.  Were  tliere  not  from  sixty  to  a  hundred  instances  in  the  county  of  Ku-Klux 
whipping  and  injuring  persons  ? 

Answer.  As  to  my  own  knowledge  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  What  do  yon  Itelieve  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  there  were  a  great  many  ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  were  that 
many. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  the  statement  of  Mr.  Harden,  a  magistrate  of  Alamance 
County,  taken  before  the  judges  on  the  habeas  corpus  cases  as  to  tlie  complaints  that 
came  belore  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  From  the  means  of  information  yon  have  in  the  county,  how  many  cases 
of  whipiiing  and  murder  have  been  coimnitted  l)y  men  in  disguise,  in  your  belief? 

Answer.  There  have  been  two  nuirders  in  the  county  by  disgui.sed  persons ;  as  to  the 
number  of  whippings  I  do  not  know.  ^ 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  of  a  great  many  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  a  great  many. 

Question.  Has  there  been  a  single  instance  in  which  any  of  them  have  been  tried? 
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Jtiswcr.  There  has  never  been  a  trial  in  the  .superior  court  ot  anyDody  except  those 
three  negroes. 

Question,  They  were  convicted  ? 

Jnswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  what  party  did  the  persons  whipped  bclonjr  ? 

Answer.  The  principal  part  of  them  belonged  to  the  republican  party:  there  were 
some  who  belonged  to  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  Who  were  they  ? 

Ansu-ci:  I  think  there  was  a  Mr.  Siddle. 

Question.  By  whom  were  they  whipped  ;  by  men  in  dis<Tuise? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  su\  ° 

Question.  White  or  black  ? 

Annwei:  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  as  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  negroes  and  all  wore  some  disguise. 

Question.  What  was  this  man  whipped  for? 

Answer.  For  some  indecent  expressions  before  some  ladies ;  at  least  that  vras  the  ru- 
mor. The  same  rumor  that  brought  the  news  of  his  whipping  brought  also  what  it 
was  for,  as  in  every  other  case  except  the  hanging  of  Outlaw  and  the  di'owning  of  Pnr- 
year. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  member  of  the  conservative  party  whi]i)ped  cxcei»t 
him,  that  you  know  of? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remendjer  any  case. 

Question.  From  what  you  have  seen  of  the  operations  in  that  county  since  yon  ceased 
your  connection  with  the  White  Brotherhood  do  yon,  as  a  lawyer,  believe  it  is  xiossible 
to  bring  members  of  that  organization  or  of  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards  to  jus- 
tice in  that  county  before  a  court  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  do. 

Question.  In  what  manner  ? 

Answer.  Just  the  same  as  you  would  luring  anyliody  to  justice  for  the  conmiisshm  of 
any  crime. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  the  members  of  the  organization  would  not  commit 
j)eijury  on  a  trial  to  screen  their  fellow-members  from  conviction  and  pimishment  ? 

Answer.  As  a  general  thing  I  do  not  believe  they  would ;  there  may  be  some  men 
who  would  commit  perjury.  Take  a  large  body  of  men  of  any  class  and  there  are 
those  Avho  would  commit  i)erjury. 

Question.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  there  was  no  trial  of  these  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  As  I  said  before,  it  was  done  by  independent  squads,  and  they  kept  their 
secrets. 

Question.  How  many  Avere  there  generally  in  a  squad  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  The  impression  made  on  my  mind  whenever  there  was  a 
case  of  whipping,  or  reports  that  they  were  about  to  whip  some  one,  was,  that  they 
were  in  squads  of  from  live  to  ten. 

Question.  Have  you  had  intercourse  enough  Avith  the  members  of  the  White  Brother- 
hood and  Constitutional  Union  Guards  since  you  left  them  to  know  how  they  regarded 
the  obligation  of  their  oath  to  defend  each  other  in  distress  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  they  kept  shy  of  you  ? 

Ansurr.  I  kept  shy  of  them  ;  I  have  had  no  communication  ;  I  did  not  seek  any. 

Question.  You  have  given  two  signs  by  which  you  were  to  know  when  youi'  brethren 
were  in  distress — two  claps  of  the  hand  and  then  the  word  Shiloh — what  were  you  to 
do  then  ? 

Answer.  If  we  heard  two  claps  of  the  hand  or  Shiloh  we  were  to  go  to  the  assistance 
of  the  memlier. 

Question.  What  were  you  to  do  when  you  got  there  ? 

Answer.  Assist  him  if  he  was  in  danger. 

Question.  If  he  was  in  danger  of  arrest  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  W^hat  then? 

Answer.  If  he  was  in  danger ;  if  two  or  three  men  were  imposing  upon  him. 

Question.  Doyoumeau  to  say  that  there  was  no  understanding  by  which  negroes 
were  to  be  intimidated  from  going  to  the  polls,  or  that  the  leading  negroes  were  to  be 
so  alarmed  as  to  make  them  cease  their  influence  ? 

Ansicer.  That  is  no  part  of  the  organization  as  I  imderstood  it. 

Question.  Was  that  its  effect  upon  these  people? 

Ansiver.  I  never  heard  of  an  instance  of  a  man  being  kept  from  the  polls  on  accoun 
of  anything  done  by  that  organization.  » 

Question.  You  say  being  kept  from  the  polls  ;  you  mean  at  the  polls? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  But  do  you  mean  to  say  that  by  virtue  of  this  organization  a  part  of  the 
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duty  of  its  members  Avas  not  to  intimidate  the  w#alv  so  as  to  make  them  fearful  of  the 
consequences  if  they  did  exercise  their  influence  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  that  was  no  part  of  it. 

Question.  But  you  say  that  you  were  yourself  intimidated? 

Answer.  I  was,  from  going  to  them  when  they  were  in  disguise. 

Question.  Had  you  any  doubt  at  that  time  that  they  were  going  to  commit  some 
dtipredatiou  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  they  were  up  to;  I  had  no  idea. 

Question.  Was  there  anybody  in  the  township  who  attempted  to  save  this  man  Out- 
law ? 

Answer.  Nobody  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Was  there  a  hand  or  voice  raised;  to  your  knowledge,  for  his  salvation  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Question.  You  say  the  night  was  dark  ;  did  you  see  the  negro  ? 

Answer.  No,  six-. 

Question.  Did  you  see  anybody  that  you  had  any  right  to  suppose  any  violence  was 
to  be  inflicted  ui)on  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  anybody  you  knew  in  the  township,  know  that  that  outrage  was  being 
perpetrated  ? 

Answer.  Nobody  that  I  kuow  of. 

Question.  Then  how  could  anybody  have  interfered  to  prevent  an  outrage  that  no 
man  knew  was  going  on  ? 

Answer.  That  was  precisely  the  reason;  not  only  was  I  afraid  to  go  into  such  a  crowd, 
but  I  did  not  know  tliat  they  had  anybody  there. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Did  it  not  occur  to  you  when  they  broke  your  windows  that  they  were 
about  to  do  something  wrong  ? 

Ansuer.  No,  sir;  no  more  than 

Question.  Is  it  usual  for  men  to  throw  stones  through  a  window  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  what  occurred  to  me  was  just  this:  that  they  did  not  want  a  light 
there,  when  tliey  ordered  me  to  put  it  out ;  for  what  ])UV])osc  I  cannot  tell. 

Quesfio)!.  Are  you  in  tlie  habit  ol'  i)Uttiug  out  your  lights  when  people  tell  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     I  did  not  do  it  then  until  they  threw  something  at  my  window. 

Question.  Did  it  occur  to  you  that  they  were  committing  some  outrage  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Tliis  is  wliat  I  thought :  In  the  town  of  Company's  Shops,  about 
a  month  or  two  before  that  there  had  been  a  flag  stuck  uijon  the  railroad,  as  1  under- 
stood, and 

Queation.  What  was  on  the  flag? 

Answir.  I  heard  that  there  was  a  jncture  of  a  man,  a  pistol,  and  a  coffin.  I  never 
saw  it. 

By  the  Ciiaiumax  : 

Question.  When  you  recognized  the  disguises  of  the  order  that  night,  did  it  recall  to 
your  raiud  the  proposition  that  had  been  made  to  vou  in  regard  to  the  murder  of  Cas- 
well Holt  ? 

Answer.    No,  sir.     I  never  thought  of  such  a  thing. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Go  on  and  finish  your  ansAver  to  my  question,  about  what  you  thouglit 
they  were  doing  ? 

Ansieer.  When  they  passed  my  room,  I  woke  up  my  brothtr  in  another  part  of  the 
house  ;  then  an  old  gentlenum  living  in  the  town  came  around  wrapped  in  his  blanket. 
I  remarked  to  hiui,  "I  do  not  luiderst  and  why  these  nu-n  are  in  disguise."  "Well." 
•says  he,  "  I  reckon  tlu^y  are  going  to  treat  us  as  they  did  at  Company's  Shops."  Said 
I,  *"  How  is  1  hat.  stick  up  a  flag  here  ?"  He  said,  '•  I  reckon  so."  By  that  time  tliey  had 
just  passed  down  the  street,  and  he  and  I  walked  out  to  within  twenty  yards  where  the 
body  was  found  the  next  morning,  looking  to  see  if  there  was  a  flag.  We  saw  nothing 
and  came  l)ack.  He  said,  "  I  reckon  they  arc  only  bullying  around."  I  went  home  and 
wei^t  to  sleep,  and  in  the  morning  I  foiuid  that  Outlaw  had  been  hung. 

Question.  Nobody  in  the  town  knew  until  the  morning  that  Outlaw  had  been  hung  ? 

Answer.    I  do  not  know.     It  was  done  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night. 

Question.  How  long  were  they  in  town  ? 

yinswer.  I  do  not  know  ;  the  noise  first  awoke  me. 

Question.  How  long  were  they  about  there  1 

Jnsicer.  1  reckou  about  twenty  minutes. 

Question.  No  one  went  to  see  what  they  had  done  ? 

Answer.  No  ouo  except  this  old  gentleman  and  myself,  that  I  know  of. 
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Question.  The  order  ay  as  iu  existence,  I  take  it,  when  yon  were  initiated  ? 

Jnswer.  It  was  in  existence  in  Guilford  County. 

Qnesiion.  Were  yon  tb(>  first  member  of  the  order  in  Alamance  County  ? 

Aiwico:  The  first  that  ever  I  knew  of. 

Question.  Were  those  diiiercnt  camps  in  the  comity  all  organized  by  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  Did  they  have  to  get  permission  from  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  located  each  one  of  them. 

Que-'ilion.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  these  Ku-Klux  stealing  horses  and  mules  of  the  ne- 
groes '? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir.     (Laughing.) 

Question.  Were  you  ever  iu  Lenoir  County  ? 

Answer,  i'es,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  visit  the  order  there? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  did  not  know  a  member  in  that  county.  I  only  visited  there  on  a 
pleasure  trip  once  with  some  ladies. 

Question.  Did  it  exist  there? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you.  I  do  not  know  any  more  about  Lenoir  County  than  about 
Washington. 

Qwstion.  Do  you  not  frequently  hear  now  of  outragtis  committed  by  disguised  per- 
sons ? 

Answer.  Now? 

Question.  Within  a  short  time  ]iast  ? 

Ansuer.  No,  sir;  there  has  not  been  one  committed  in  the  county,  that  I  know  of,  for 
some  time  past. 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  these  disguises? 

Answer.  It  was  so  that  when  a  person  came  into  the  camp  to  be  initiated,  if  he  did 
not  choose  to  be  initiated,  he  could  retire,  without  knowing  the  persons  initiating  him. 

Queaiion.  Do  you  mean  that  they  never  initiated  anybody  without  the  disguise  on? 

Ansiver.  Those  %vho  initiated  never  did  it  without  the  disguise  on,  unless  the  man 
api)roached  voluntarily;  then  they  eonld  do  it  without  the  disguise.  I  have  initiated 
iUen  in  my  own  room  sitting  by  the  fire.  If  a  man  expressed  himself  Ihvorably  to  the 
organization  as  it  existed  at  that  time,  he  would  take  the  obligation  at  once  andI})ro- 
ceeded  to  initiate  him  just  there  ;  but  when  they  held  a  meeting  no  person  officiated 
without  a  disguise. 

Question.  Was  it  your  duty  to  rescue  a  man  whatever  he  had  been  doing  in  a  politi- 
cal way,  if  he  gave  the  sign  of  distress  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  As  I  understood  it,  the  word  was  never  to  be  uttered  unless  you 
were  so  grappled  by  some  person  who  was  trying  to  impose  upon  you  or  abuse  you  iu 
some  way  that  you  could  not  give  the  other  sign. 

Question.  Supi)ose,  for  instance,  one  Ku-Klnx  had  abused  another,  and  the  other  should 
cry  out  "Shiloh,"  what  would  lie  yonr  duty  ? 

Answer.  He  would  not  get  any  assistance. 

Question.  Why  not ;  if  he  was  about  to  be  overpowered  ? 

Answer.  If  he  was  to  blame,  I  would  let  the  other  go  ahead. 

QucJition.  Without  stoxjping  to  examine  into  the  reason  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  If  a  person  voluntarily  gets  into  a  difficulty  and  he  is  to  blame, 
why,  let  him  work  it  out. 

Question.  You  were  to  try  the  question  there  ? 

Answer.  Tlie  i^arties  were  to  determine  it  for  themselves. 

Question.  Would  you  not  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  rescue  on  hearing  the  word  '•  Shi- 
loh ?" 

Answer.  Only  just  as  I  have  told  you  ;  if  a  person  was  being  imposed  upon  by  some- 
body, wilfully,  and  not  because  he  had  provoked  it,  then  I  would  be  obliged  to  go ;  but 
if  he  had  provoked  it  I  would  not. 

Question.  How  was  that  to  be  determined? 

Ansuer.  They  were  to  determine  it  in  their  own  minds. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  of  the  word  being  used  ? 

Ansu-er.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  heard  it  used  in  my  life. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Qne-ition.  What  were  the  officers  in  the  difiereut  camps  besides  the  chief  or  commander? 
Answer.  In  each  camj)  there  was  a  first  lieutenant  if  the  chief  was  not  present,  and 
if  the  lieutenant  was  not  present,  then  any  member. 

Quetitio)i.  Then  iu  each  camp  you  had  a  commander  and  iii"st  lieutenant  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  a  secretary  and  treasurer? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qucsiion.  You  took  no  man's  name  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Question.  Kept  no  record  of  your  iiroceediugs  ? 

Aiimcer.  Noue  at  all. 

Question.  Was  it  the  policy  of  the  order  to  keep  secret  the  fact  that  they  -were  mem- 
hers  of  it  ? 

Jnsiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  to  be  denied? 

Ansu-a:  Yes,  sir;  if  a  man  was  asked  if  he  was  a  Ku-Klux,  he  was  to  say  he  was  not. 

Question.  If  he  was  asked  it  in  court,  on  the  witness-stand,  how  would  he  answer? 

Answer,  He  would,  of  course,  have  to  answer  yes. 

Question.  Was  it  a  part  of  the  order,  that  when  they  were  asked  the  question  they 
■were  to  deny  it  ? 

Answer.  Not  upon  the  stand ;  I  should  never  have  so  retrarded  it. 

Question.  Your  construction  of  the  oath  does  not  seem  to  be  accepted  by  rhe  order? 

Answer.  They  might  have  had  a  difi'crent  understanding. 

Question.  You  are  giving  yoiu'  individual  construction  of  it  ? 

Answer.  My  own  knowledge. 

Question.  Your  construction  of  the  oath  was  siich,  that  you  were  not  acceptable  to 
the  order  ? 

Answer.  That  is  wliat  one  man  told  me.  that  I  was  not  acceptable  to  the  order. 

By  Mr.  Bi.Aiit : 

Question.  You  sny  there  were  no  judicial  proceedings,  except  tlie  coroner's  inquest,  in 
reference  to  the  nnirdcr  of  Outlaw  f 

Ansiver.  None  that  I  knew  of. 

Question.  Wore  not  the  judges  in  that  county  all  radicals,  or  republicans? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  the  iirosecuting  attorney  a  radical  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  \yas  it  not  the  duty  of  that  officer  to  have  instituted  the  necessary  pro- 
ceedings ? 

Ansuer.  Of  course  it  was. 

Question.  Was  it  anybody  else's  duty,  except  what  is  due  from  every  ordinary  citizen? 
.  Answer.  Of  course  not. 

Question.  If,  therefore,  there  was  no  effort  made  in  that  direction,  does  not  the  fault 
lie  especially  upon  those  radical  judicial  officers  ? 

Ansiver.  I  should  think  so,  of  course.  The  condition  of  Alanuiuce  County  has  never 
been  such  that  if  any  jiulicial  officer  would  send  for  a  witness  he  would  fail  to  get  him. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  law  of  your  State  also,  that  if  a  i'air  trial  could  not  be  luid,  the 
solicitor  or  judge  could  order  the  party  to  be  tried  in  another  county  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  could  be  removed  to  any  other  county  in  tht;  State. 

Question.  Have  you  been  a  reader  of  tlie  newspapers  of  the  countiy,  generally,  in 
North  Carolina,  and  throughout  the  United  States  V 

Answer.  I  have  been  a  pretty  general  reader  of  the  news. 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  how  does  the  amount  of  crime  and  outrage,  as  reported  in 
the  papers  to  have  been  einumiited  in  other  States,  compare  with  that  which  is  reported 
in  the  county  of  Alanuiuce  and  the  State  of  North  Caroliua? 

Answer.  I  believe  there  is  no  State  and  no  couuty  in  which  there  is  less  crime  than 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  county  of  Alamance. 

Question.  Did  the  respectable  people  of  any  party  uiihold  the  outrages  committed 
there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  every  man  denounced  it,  that  was  a  man,  openly,  and  we  held  meet- 
ings several  times,  and  called  on  every  man  to  use  his  inlluence  against  the  commission 
of  crime. 

Question.  If  the  judicial  officers  of  the  county  had  discharged  their  duty,  could  not 
all  the  authors  of  these  crimes  have  been  brought  to  justice,  and  the  crimes  themselves 
suppressed,  as  well  there  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  country  with  which  you  are  ac- 
quainted ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so. 

QiUKtion.  You  hav<>  spoken  of  the  Loyal  League,  and  yon  have  said  that  the  oath 
taken  in  the  Wliite  I'.rotherhood  was  tothe  effect  that  no  member  of  the  League,  and 
of  certain  other  organizations  mentioned,  should  be  members  of  the  White  Brother- 
hood.   When  were  tlie  Loyal  Leagues  lirst  organized  in  Nortli  Carolina? 

Anstva'.  I  do  not  know  the  date.  They  were  in  existence  at  the  time  this  was  organ- 
ized. 

Question.  They  preceded  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  Loyal  League  organized  in  Alamance  County  before  you  became 
a  member  of  the  White  Brotherhood  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  not  understood  gemrally  that  the  Loyal  League  was  a  political 
oruanizatiou  ? 
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Jvaicer.  Oh  yes,  sir. 

(Question.  Did  tliey  not  bring  to  bear  this  iuflucnce,  ami  use  intimidation  to  overawe 
the  negroes  to  prevent  them  from  voting  the  democratic  or  conservative  ticket?  Was 
not  that  the  general  belief? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir;  they  always  kept  a  man  at  the  polls  in  every  precinct,  to  report 
such  negroes  as  voted  the  democratic  ticket  back  to  the  League  again,  that  they  might 
be  punished  for  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  negroes  who  were  disposed  to  act  -with  the  conserva- 
tive white  people,  but  who  were  deterred  by  the  influence  of  threats  and  intimidation 
from  this  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  several  cases— I  do  not  know  them  to  be  facts  of  my  own 
knowledge — where  negroes  were  so  deterred,  and  ran  away  from  the  i)olls  after  coming 
there  to  vote.  ^ 

Quesiic*'.  Have  you  ever  had  any  conversation  with  negroes  in  which  they  expressed 
themselves  as  inclined  to  support  the  conservative  ticket,  and  represented  that  they 
wore  deterred  by  these  combinations  among  the  negroes? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  several  negroes  applied  to  me"  to  go  wif-h  them  to  sec  that  there 
was  nobody  interrupted  them  on  the  way  to  the  polls  and  back.  They  said  they  were 
afraid.    I  went  on  several  diiferent  occasions  that  way. 

Question.  After  the  war  closed  and  for  some  time  subsequent,  were  not  the  emanci- 
pated. uegToes  in  great  numbers  disposed  to  be  idle? 

Answer.  Oh  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  not  commit  a  great  many  crimes,  such  as  theft  ? 

Answer.  There  was  endless  amount  of  theft,  and  a  great  many  cases  of  rape. 

Question.  That  grew  out  of  their  idleness  and  improvidence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  idling  around  from  place  to  place. 

Question.  By  wliose  inliiience  were  thej-  drawn  into  these  leagues? 

Answer.  I  only  know  what  I  have  heard  some  of  them  say — that  it  was  throu"li  the 
influence  of  some  white  men  in  the  country. 

Question.  Generally  men  from  the  North? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  district  in  which  I  live  they  represented  that  a  W.  Tourgee 
was  the  man  that  started  it  thei-e,  and  that  througli  his  iulluence  the  leagues  were^r- 
ganized. 

Question.  Was  he  a  noi-thern  man  ? 

An8iver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  what  pui-pose  did  he  organize  it  ? 

Ansu-er.  They  said  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  republican  ticket  in  the  district. 

Question.  Was  he  himself  a  seeker  for  office  and  position  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  represented  Guilford  County  as  a  delegate  in  the  constitutional 
State  convention. 

Question.  How  long  had  he  been  in  North  Carolina  when  he  went  to  that  convention  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know;  but  a  short  time. 

Question.  Since  the  war? 

Ansiver.  Oh  yes,  sir;  he  was  a  captain,  I  think,  in  the  United  States  Army,  and  re- 
turned there  after  the  Avar. 

Question.  Y^ou  say  there  was  one  instance  where  some  negroes,  who  represented  them- 
selves to  be  Ku-Klux,  were  arrested  and  punished  for  whipi)ing  ;  whom  did  they  whip? 

Answer.  They  whipped  three  negroes. 

Question.  For  what '? 

Answer.  I  can  tell  you  what  they  told  me.  The  leader  was  a  preacher,  and  he  told 
me  their  object  was  to  go  around  at  night  and  whip  certain  negroes  as  if  they  were 
white  men,  and  then  a  few  nights  afterward  come  around  and  tell  them  it  was  white 
men  who  did  it,  so  as  to  get  them  to  come  around  and  join  them. 

Question.  The  object  was  to  band  the  negroes  against  the  white  men  on  the  ground 
of  these  alleged  outrages,  accusing  the  white  men  of  committing  the  crime  which  they 
themselves  had  committed? 

Ansiver.  That  is  what  he  said;  but  one  of  the  other  boys,  who  was  convicted  at  the 
same  time,  made  a  statement  which  did  not  exactly  agree  with  the  leader's  statement. 
He  said  they  whipped  the  other  negro  because  he  had  got  some  members  of  liis  church 
to  leave  and  join  his.  I  merely  give  it  as  he  gave  it  to  me.  The  leader  said  he  had  six 
or  eight  in  his  squad,  or  clan,  as  he  called  it,  and  that  there  was  another  larger  one  in 
or  around  Graham.  I  tried  to  make  him  give  the  names,  but  he  would  not  do  it.  He 
said  there  v/as  a  white  man  at  the  head  of  it. 

Question.  From  what  you  know  yourself,  and  from  information  derived  from  others, 
do  you  believe  that  many  of  the  outrages  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  the  whito 
Ku-Klux  were  committed  by  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Well,  no,  sir;  from  all  the  information  I  have,  the  general  impres.sion  in  the 
county  is  that  the  principal  part  of  them  were  committed  by  white  men  ;  but  the 
impression  exists  that  a  great  many  were  committed  by  the  negroes  themselves. 

Question.  With  a  view  of  making  an  impression  that  they  were  done  by  white  men  ? 
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Ansu'er.  Yes,  sir;  saddling  it  upon  tlie  other  side. 

Question.  Were  these  whippings  generally  inflicted  because  of  some  alleged  crime  on 
the  part  of  those  who  were  whipped  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir,  universally,  except  the  hanging  of  Outlaw  and  dro^'uing  of  Puryear. 
I  never  heard  them  charged  with  any  crime  of  very  recent  date. 

Question.  It  was  generally  for  some  larceny  or  alleged  crime  ?  ; 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  or  indecent  exposure. 

Question.  Was  it  not  said  that  Outlaw  had  shot  at  the  Ku-Klux  when  they  passed 
through  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  that  impression  exists  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  but  not,  I 
think,  around  Gialiam.  There  were  cue  or  two  negroes  who  did  shoot  at  them  on  a 
former  occasion,  at  least  so  it  was  said. 

(JucsHoii.  What  was  supposed  to  have  been  the  motive  for  the  nnirder  of  Outlaw  ? 

Ansircr.  I  have  never  heard  of  but  one  attem])t  at  sohition,  and  that  was  that  he  had 
recognized  some  of  the  ])arties  who  came  for  him,  and  that  they  hung  him  in  order  to 
cover  it  up.    I  do  not  know  that  that  had  any  foundation. 

Question.  Were  you  raised  in  Alamance  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  the  last  election  held  in  that  State  was  there  not  great  anxiety  and 
ap))relu'nsion  felt  and  expressed  by  the  ])eople  in  it  feienee  to  the  protligacy  of  Govei'nor 
Holdeirs  a(buinistiation  and  the  previous  legislature  in  the  expenditure  of  money,  and 
in  the  emission  of  an  enormous  amount  of  bonds  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  great  feebng  through  the  country  that  thej'  had  been 
extravagant,  and  that  the  State  was  bankrupt. 

Question.  And  tiiat  all  this  had  been  brought  ou  by  the  profligacy  and  Avant  of  prin- 
ciple of  Ilolden's  reconstruction  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  that  impression  or  belief  so  universal  in  the  State  as  to  make  that 
a  very  important  issue  in  the  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  not  many  who  had  previously  acted  with  the  republicans  go  over  to 
the  democrats  in  the  last  election  !■ 

Answer.  Yis,  sir;  thousands. 

Question.  You  say  the  State  Avas  brought  to  the  A'crgc  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  bonds  ha\'e  become  a  byAVord. 

Question.  Tlie  peo]tle  feel  entirely  unsafe  as  to  tlie  possession  of  projjerty? 

Anjiwer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  felt  that  if  the  next  legislature  did  no  l>et  ter  they  AA'ere  ruined, 
and  they  Avonldbe  bound  to  leaA'c  the  countrj'  in  order  to  liA'e. 

Question.  What  individiuils  Averc  regarded  as  most  prominent  and  actiA^e  in  this 
robbery  of  the  State? 

Answer.  General  Littlefield,  Mr.  Swepsou,  Governor  Iloldeu,  and  a  number  of  others 
Avere  regarded  as  tht>,  leaders  in  it ;  that  they  bribed  legislators,  and  legislators  Avere  iu 
the  ring  with  them. 

Question.  Was  it  or  not  the  general  feeling  in  the  State  that  this  was  brought  about 
by  the  fact  that  Ilolden's  govcniment  and  legislature  were  utterly  irresponsible  people? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  Avas  the  general  feeling. 

Question.  That  it  Avas  a  thing  brought  u\nm  them  by  the  legislation  of  Congress  iu 
disfranchising  a  large  class  of  the  best  and  most  influential  men  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  a  general  feeling  in  the  State. 

Question.  Did  not  this  fact  giA'e  a  greater  feeling  of  aijprehensiou  and  anxiety  than 
anything  that  occurred? 

Answer.  Oh  yes,  sir  ;  that  superseded  CA'crything. 

Quexlioii.  Of  individual  outrage,  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  amount  of  money  was  s(iuandered,  or  added  to  the  State  debt? 

Ansicer.  I  think  there  were  bonds  issued  to  the  amount  of  $20,000,000.  The  former 
debt  Avas  about  .fi  19,000,000,  I  think,  according  to  the  recent  statement  of  tho 
auditor  of  the  treasury.  The  legislature,  Avhen  it  convened,  immediately  A-oted 
$30,000,000  of  appropriations,  and  issued  their  bonds.  But  there  was  $10,000,000  de- 
clared to  be  unconstitutional  by  Avrit  of  injunction,  and  that  reduces  it  to  about 
$20,000,000. 

Question.  What  Avas  the  conviction  of  the  people  of  the  State,  so  far  as  you  had  tho 
mi;ans  of  knowing,  in  regard  to  tlu-  continuanc(^  of  this  goA-ernment  by  Ilolden,  and 
that  class  of  people  who  had  held  power  in  the  State;  if  they  had  continued  to  hold 
tho  poAver,  Avould  ijrojxuty  haA^e  been  Avorth  having  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  people  regarded  that  if  the  legislation  Avas  continued,  tho  icen 
of  property  in  the  State  would  be  forced  to  leave  it,  and  sacrilice  all  they  had. 

Question.  It  would  anuiunt  to  confiscation  of  all  the  projterty  in  tho  State"? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  just  as  Avell  take  it  all  at  once;  take  it  at  the  assessed  tax  valu- 
ation, and  it  Avould  not  i)ay  the  debt. 
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By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  You  say  if  the  radical  judges  and  officers  had  doue  their  duty,  they  could 
have  cnfoieed  the  laws  agaiust  those  who  committed  these  outrages  ? 

Answer.  Jnst  as  well  as  it  could  be  doue  anywhere. 

Qnc^tion.  I  will  ask  you  as  a  lawyer  what  course  you  would  hnve  pursued  as  jud-je  or 
prosecuting  attorney  to  have  brought  to  justice  these  meu  that  murdered  Outfaw? 
How  would  you  have  got  at  the  recognition  of  the  parties  in  the  disguise  you 
described  ? 

Answer.  I  would  have  summoned  every  man  in  the  town  that  I  suspected  of  knowing 
anything  about  it  befoi'e  the  grand  jury,  and  put  him  on  his  oath. 

Qncstion.  Were  they  not  before  the  coroner's  jury  ? 

Answer.  There  were  a  great  many  men  in  the  town  summoned  before  the  coroner's 
jury. 

Qitcsiion.  None  knew  anything  ? 

Answer.  None  knew  anything. 

Quesiion.  Do  you  suppose  there  was  a  man  iu  the  town  Avho  knev.-  a  single  one  (  f 
these  parties  who  committed  the  act,  unless  it  was  Outlaw  himself,  who  was  killed f 

Answer.  I  do  not  suppose  there  was. 

Question.  Then  yoiir  course  would  have  failed  in  that  ]u-osecution  ? 

Answer.  Of  course,  from  the  simple  fact  that  you  could  not  liud  oat  the  fact. 

Question.  Then  the  fact  of  their  disguise  bafdes  the  law  ? 

Answer.  It  battles  it  that  far. 

Question.  So  that  you  canuot  bring  them  to  punishment  even  if  the  radical  officers 
did  do  their  duty  ? 

Aiisiver.  Of  course  you  could  not  bring  a  man  to  punishment  unless  you  could  fiud 
out  those  who  committed  the  crime. 

Quesiion.  That  is  a  pretty  plain  case. 

Answer.  Exactly,  and  what  I  stated  to  the  gentleman  on  my  right,  (Mr.  Blair.) 

Question.  Then  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  radical  officers  that  the  parties  were  not 
brought  to  j ustice  ? 

Answer.  The  fault  lies  in  this  :  Nobody  knows  who  did  it.  I  have  already  stated  that 
if  they  had  doue  their  duty,  they  could  have  brought  the  parties  to  justice  the  same  as 
iu  any  other  case. 

Quesiion.  If  they  could  have  found  them  ? 

Ansiver.  Just  the  same. 

By  Mr.  Blah:  : 

Question.  Did  they  make  any  effort  to  find  tliem  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.    There  was  a  court  held  after  the  hanging. 

Question.  Was  it  given  to  the  grand  jury  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion.  Were  any  witnesses  examined  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  do  not  know.    I  do  not  remember  that  there  were. 

Question,  Were  there  not  some  disclosures  made  afterward  by  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Boyd,  who  stated  that  one  Bradshaw  was  present  among  the  disgiiised  moi  f 

Anstrer.  I  think  that  came  out  in  the  cases  before  the  supreme  court  under  the  writs 
of  habeas  corpus. 

Question.  Was  he  ever  summoned  by  the  radical  judge  ? 

Answer.  We  have  never  had  a  court  since  that  disclosure. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  With  which  party  do  you  act  in  the  State? 

Answer.  I  am  a  democrat. 

Quesiion.  How  many  members  of  that  organization  were  soldiers  in  the  rebel  army, 
so  far  as  you  know  when  you  were  in  that  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  speak  with  anything  like  accuracy;  there  were  some  members 
who  were  in  the  rebel  army.     I  was  in  it  myself. 

Question.  Were  a  majority  of  those  that  you  recognized  in  the  order  soldiers  in  the 
rebel  army  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  majority  of  all  our  men  were  in  the  army. 

Question.  These  were  young  men  who  had  been  in  the  military  seryice? 

Answer.  There  were  a  great  mauy  old  meu  iu  it,  too. 

Question.  Do  you  know  E.  M.  Holt,  who  lives  within  seven  miles  of  your  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  in  sympathy  with  your  organization— did  he  give  it  countenance 
and  encouragement  ? 

Ansiver.  There  is  a  distinction  :  he  never  gave  any  countenance  to  any  crime,  and  I 
never  heard  him  say  that  he  even  sympathized  with  the  organization,  as  I  understood 
it,  of  the  White  Brotherhood. 
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Question.  How  did  you  count  him — witli  you  or  agaiust  you? 

Ansu-er.  I  always  accounted  him  as  a  democrat  died  in  the  wool. 

Queslio)).  Was  ho  with  you,  or  against  you,  in  the  party  organization? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  think  he  ever  countenanced  any  crime. 

Question.  That  is  not  the  question.  Taking  the  purposes  of  the  organization  as  yoii 
stated  them  to  be,  was  he  in  sympathy  with  your  purposes,  or  against  them  ? 

Answer.  He  was  in  sympathy  with  the  j)urposes  as  I  understood  them,  but  as  much 
opposed  to  the  commission  of  crime  as  any  man  in  the  world. 

Question.  But  with  the  political  purposes  of  your  organization  as  you  understood 
them,  apart  from  the  crimes  you  understood  him  to  be  with  them  ? 

Answer.  The  organization  had  no  political  purpose. 

Question.  What  was  it  oi'gauized  for  ? 

Answer.  It  was  something  like  a  vigilance  committee,  as  I  stated  some  time  ago. 

Question.  I  understood  that  you  were  opposed  to  the  exercise  of  any  acts  as  a  vigi- 
lance committee? 

Ansurr.  I  was  opposed  to  committing  any  crime.  I  said  the  object  was,  if  any  mem- 
ber found  another  member  in  danger  he  was  to  go  to  his  assistance. 

Question.  Are  not  its  ol)jects  stated  in  the  oath  that  was  administered  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  that   would  be  an  index  to  it. 

Question.  Is  there  anything  political  in  that  ? 

Answer.  The  only  political  feature  that  I  could  discover  was,  that  they  were  all 
members  of  tlie  same  party. 

Qveslion.  What  were  they  to  accomplish  by  that  ? 

Ansirer.  They  were  not  to  allow  any  members  of  the  other  party  to  join  them.  We 
did  not  take  any  obligation  that  we  would  support  this,  that,  or  the  other  man  for 
office. 

Question.  What,  then,  was  the  order  to  accomplish? 

An.iHer.  It  was  to  accomplish  this,  as  I  said  before  :  If  any  member  found  out  that 
another  UKnnber.  or  his  family  ;  or  property,  Averc  in  danger,  ho  was  to  inform  them  of 
that  danger,  and,  if  necessary,  go  to  their  assistance.  Tliat  was  the  grand  thing  that 
induced  mo  to  join  it. 

By  Mr.  Blaiii  : 

Question.  Did  this  have  any  reference  directly  to  the  state  of  affaii's  you  have  de- 
scribed, in  regard  to  the  negroes  having  been  thrown  loose,  and  being  in  the  habit  of 
pilfering  and  committing  crimes  against  property  ? 

Ansuer.  That  was  the  prime  cause  that  started  it. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  That  protection  was  confined  to  the  democratic  party? 
Answer.  Certainly,  because  wo  thought  it  was  the  part  of  the  other  party  to  allow 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  To  encourage  it  ? 
Ansuer.  Encourage  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  negroes  were  charged  with  crime,  was  there  any  difficulty  in  bring- 
ing them  to  justice  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  if  you  got  hold  of  the  proper  evidence. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  not  the  governor  pardon  a  great  many  ? 

Ansurr.  It  was  so  stated  in  the  newspapers.    I  never  saw  any  instance. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  he  pardoned  any  in  your  county  ? 
Ansu-er.  No,  sir;  none  in  Alamance,  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  In  your  county,  where  negroes  were  found  to  have  stolen  or  committed 
violence,  was  there  any  difficulty  in  bringing  them  to  justice  in  the  courts  ? 
Answer.  None  in  the  world,  if' you  could  get  hold  of  the  proper  testimony. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quesfio7i.  Was  it  not  regarded  as  import.ant  to  have  any  information  of  attempts  at 
injury,  and  thus  prevent  it,  rather  than  i)rosecute  and  punish  the  negroes  after  they 
had  committed  th(^  olVenses  ? 

Answer.  Of  course,  that  was  the  object.  The  law  was  changed  so  that  wlienever  you 
found  anything  gone  there  was  no  way  to  punish  then.  There  was  no  penitentiary 
and  no  corporal  i>unishment,  nothing  but  the  jail  for  the  offense. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Tliis  organization,  therefore,  considered  their  mode  of  punishment  as  taking 
fhe  ]ilace  of  former  corporal  punishment,  and  thus  supplying  a  defect  in  the  new 
constitution? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  the  organization  did  not.  Those  ■who  committed  the  acts,  I  sup- 
pose, Regarded,  the  corporal  iJunishment  as  necessary. 

Wasiiixgtox,  D.  C,  Fchruanj  22,  1871. 
G.  W.  BnooKS  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairmak  : 

Question.  Please  state  your  resid<>nce  and  occupation. 

Ansn-er.  I  reside  in  Elizabeth  City,  Pasquotank  County,  North  Carolina ;  I  am  United 
States  district  judge  for  the  district  of  North  Carolina ;  jirior  to  my  appointment  I  was 
a  member  of  tlie  bar. 

Queslion.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  State  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  born  and  raised -in  the  county  in  which  I  now  live. 

Qiuslion.  What  opportunities  have  you  had  for  judging  of  the  condition  of  the 
people  of  North  Carolina  as  to  the  security  of  person  aud  property  for  the  last  few 
years  since  the  war  f 

Answer.  The  opportunities  afforded  me  have  been  only  such  as  are  afforded  to 
citizens  generally,  except  the  difference  which  would  naturally  arise  out  of  the  position 
I  now  occupy.     I  have  been  holding  the  Federal  courts  in  the  State. 

Qiiexfion.  Either  from  that  information  as  a  citizen  or  from  information  derived  from 
your  official  capacity,  have  you  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  any  secret  organizations 
in  Nortli  Carolina,  political  or  otherAvise,  which  have  interfered  with  the  security  of 
perso})  and  property  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  any  positive  knowledge.  From  what  I  have 
learned  from  the  investigations  that  I  have  read  and  in  which  I  have  particij)ated  to 
some  extent  officially,  I  have  formed  an  opinion. 

Question.    Based  upon  the  facts  developed  in  those  investigations  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  from  information  gathered  otherwise. 

Question.  Give  us  your  opinion. 

Answer.  I  think  there  has  existed  in  one  particular  section  of  the  State  an  organiza- 
tion political  in  its  character  to  some  extent ;  it  may  not  have  been  so  wholly  in  its 
objects  aud  purposes.  I  think  that  outrageous  violations  of  law  were  committed  by 
an  organization,  and  the  impression  created  in  my  mind,  amounting  to  belief,  is,  that 
they  existed  in  Alamance  County,  in  that  immediate  region. 

Question.  Did  it  extend  to  any  other  counties  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  aide  to  say  positively.  I  have  an  oinnion  that  it  did ;  that  there 
may  have  been  members  of  the  organization  beyond  the  limits  of  Alamance.  1  think, 
however,  that  the  facts  aud  circumstances  upon  which  I  base  the  opinion  I  express 
would  not  lead  me  to  the  conclusion  that  it  did  exist  affirmatively. 

Question.  To  what  extent,  in  your  belief,  did  the  existence  of  that  organization  inter- 
fere with  the  admiuistratiou  of  justice  in  that  county? 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  not  formed  so  positive  an  opinion  in  regard  to  that.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  do  so.  My  impression  has  been  all  the  while  that  if  a  more  prudent  course 
had  been  adopted  than  was  adopted  by  the  authorities,  the  law  could  have  been  ad- 
ministered. 

Question.  You  mean  in  Alamance  County  ?  * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  least  if  the  i^arties  could  not  have  been  convicted  and  punished 
the  continuance  of  the  outrages  would  have  been  suppressed,  and  I  think  promptly 
suppressed. 

Question.  In  what  way? 

Answer.  In  the  way  in  which  they  were  suppressed  in  another  part  of  the  State. 

Question.  How  was  that? 

Answer.  You  will  find  that  opinion  expressed  in  Governor  Holden's  message  to  the 
legislature.  There  were  outrages  being  committed  in  another  section  of  the  State, 
about  100  miles  distant  from  Alamance,  earlier  than  these  outrages. 

Question.  In  what  county  ? 

Answer.  Lenoir,  mostly,  and  in  Jones,  about  the  central  eastern  portion  of  the  State. 
The  State  judge  there  issued  warrants,  parties  were  arrested,  and  up  to  the  last  ac- 
counts I  received  I  think  there  was  no  conviction.  Some  cases  have  been  tried,  aud  I 
tliink  some  remain  to  be  tried  in  the  State  courts.    In  the  message  of  Governor  Holden, 

18 
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after  tlic  investigations  by  that  judge  and  the  binding  over  of  parties  to  anHT\'er  tlie 
charges,  I  understand  him  to  say  that  those  outrages  were  promptly  suppressed,  and 
they  were  not  complained  of  aftcr^yard,  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 

Question.  Does  the  difficulty  lie  in  identifying  and  securing  the  perpetrators,  or  does 
it  lie  also  in  the  oaths  and  obligations  by  which  they  are  bound  together  after  tlie  par- 
ties get  into  court? 

Avswer.  If  there  is  difficulty  in  identifying,  it  arises  out  of  this  obligation  that  they 
speak  of,  in  my  opinion.  I  have  never  heard  much  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the 
obligation  from  any  source  except  from  the  governor  of  North  Carolina,  in  couversation. 
witii  him.  From  what  I  have  gathered  from  him  I  have  supposed  it  was  an  opinion  of 
his  in  regard  to  its  character. 

Qncylion.  Was  the  character  of  the  oath  disclosed  in  the  investigation  before  you  in 
the  habeas  corpus  cases  I 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  there  was  no  effort  at  defense,  at  least  there  was  no  motion  nuido 
before  me  to  further  detain  the  parties,  or  most  of  the  parties,  for  whom  I  issued  the 
■writ.  It  was  stated  by  counsel  that  they  desired  to  malcc  no  motion  remanding  or 
further  detaining  these  i>arties — that  they  had  no  legal  evidence  ujiou  which  they  could 
base  such  a  motion. 

Qiicslion.  State  the  manner  in  which  the  application  came  before  you  for  the  iirisoners 
held  by  Colonel  Kirk. 

Answer.  My  understanding  of  it  was  that  it  was  by  a  formal  petition  prepared  by 
counsel  in  tlie  name  of  these  parties,  alleging  that  they  were  unlawfully  arrested  and 
detained. 

Qiiesiiou.  The  usual  ffunn  of  petition  in  habeas  corpus  cases  ? 

AuHwcr.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  tht;  form  was  fully  complied  with  in  these  cases  in  such  a 
way  as  to  leave  me  no  discretion,  so  far  as  issuing  the  writs  was  concerned,  under  the  act 
of  Congress  of  February,  18(i7. 

Qiicxiio)!.  Did  the  return  to  the  Avrit  of  habeas  corpus  by  Colonel  Kirk  set  forth,  in 
your  opinion,  sufficient  ground  for  declining  to  liring  thcj  i)risoners  before  you  f 

Anawcr.  His  return,  under  oath,  stated  thao  the  parties  had  been  arrested  by  order 
of  Governor  Holdcii,  and  wi-w  accused,  some  of  them  of  conspiring  to  overthrow  the 
State  government,  others  of  burning  school-houses,  and  others  of  murder.  I  think 
those  were  the  three  charges,  not  all  against  any  one,  but,  against  some,  there  was 
more  than  one  charge. 

Qncsiion.  Did  he  give  as  his  reason  for  not  bringing  the  prisoners  before  you  the 
simple  lact  that  liiey  were  so  arrested^  or  did  he  state  that  previous  writs  had  been 
served  on  him  in  the  State  courts? 

Ansircr.  Yes,  sir.  There  were  twenty  odd  persons,  I  think,  for  whom  I  issued  writs, 
as  to  whom  he  madeanotlier  additional  return  stating  that  he  did  not  produce  them 
because,  on  the  day  previous  to  that  on  wliieh  he  was  required  to  make  the  return  to 
the  pi'ocess  I  had  issued,  he  had  made  a  return  to  the  chitd'  justice  of  North  Carolina, 
under  writs  previously  issued  and  served. 

QiteHlio)!.  Did  ytm  deem  that  a  sufficient  return  and  act  upon  it  as  such? 

A)imrcr.  Well,  sii-,  upon  that  return  the  counsel  a|)]ieariug  for  the  prisoners  insisted 
that  it  was  insufficient  and  mn\-e(l  for  an  attachment  against  Colonel  Ivirk.  You  will 
find  the  oy)inion  which  I  i>rei)ared  in  this  book  which  1  have  here.  I  iield  that  that 
■was  sulTjcient  and  refused  the  attachment.  I  held  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  chief 
justice  was  concurrent  with  mine,  and  that  the  return  to  him  was  an  answer  to  my 
process. 

Qncsiion.  V'ere  any  prisoners,  therefore,  brought  before  you  at  all  in  obedience  to 
your  wrfls? 

Answer.  I  crnnot  remenilxn-  the  number,  exactly,  but  think  there  were  some  fifty  or 
sixty. 

Question.  You  say  as  to  them,  that  there  was  no  demand  made  for  their  being  re- 
manded into  custody  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  will  state  in  reference  to  some  of  them  :  Ten  days  were  allowed 
by  the  .statute  after  the  service?  of  the  w'rit — the  distance  exceeding  one  hundred  miles. 
On  tlie  tenth  day  Colonel  Kirk  came,  as  I  was  informed,  with  a  part  of  the  prisoners?. 
His  counsel  came  into  court  at  a  late  hour.  I  had  arrived,  myself,  t'voni  another  jilace, 
where  I  had  beeu'holding  court.  The  counsel  made  a  motion  for  further  time,  on  the 
ground  that  Colonel  Kirk  had  recently  arrived,  and  the  counsel  appearing  for  him  had 
not  had  time  to  consult  and  ])repare  his  returns.  I  granted  the  motion.  Tlie  next 
day  the  counsel  cauu>  in  and  stated  that  in  reference  to  the  larger  number  of  the  pris- 
oners they  had  no  evidence  to  offer  ujion  Avliieli  they  desired  to  l)ase  a  motion  for  re- 
manding or  further  detaining  them,  lint,  in  reference  to  some  of  them,  they  asked  for 
further  time  in  which  to  procure!  testimony.  That  was  the  expression — procure.  That 
motion  1  refused,  upon  the  ground  that  from  the  time  of  the  service  of  the  writs  they 
ha<l  had  ample  time,  and  upon  tin;  further  ground  tiiat  it  had  not  bet>u  stated  by  the 
counsel  (hat  they  knew  of  any  testimony  which  they  could  produce  upon  which  to  base 
that  motion. 
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Queslion.  Then  there  waa  no  hearing-  before  yon  in  the  case  of  any  one  for  whom  you 
issned  the  writs,  which  would  disclose  the  existence  of  any  organization  ? 

Avsircr.  No,  sir.  I  will  state  further,  that  upon  the  motion  to  attach  Colonel  Kirk, 
(this  was  made  at  Salisbury,  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  west  of  Knleigh,)  upon  the 
suggestion  of  counsel  representing  Colonel  Kirk  and  Governor  Holden,'as  I  understood 
it  to  be,  1  refused  the  motion,  but  granted  a  rule  against  Kirk  to  show  cause  why  an 
attachment  should  be  issued,  and  adjourned,  so  as  to  have  the  question  fully  argued  at 
Ealeigh.  When  that  rule  was  argued  at  Kaleigh,  one  of  the  counsel,  who  was  not 
present  at  Salisbury,  the  attorney  general  of  the'  State  at  that  time,  stated  distinctly 
that  no  evidence  had  been  oftered  upon  which  they  would  base  a  motion  to  remand  the 
parties,  upon  the  groinid,  as  he  held,  that  I  had  no  jurisdiction  to  issue  the  writs. 

Qtn'Hlioii.  Then  the  hearing  of  these  cases  was  before  the  State  judges  altogether? 

Aimvcr.  Yes,  sir;  not  l)elbre  me;  that  is  to  say,  there  was  no  investigation  before  me 
of  alleged  outrages — no  testimony  offered  or  heard. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  in  the  counties  of  Orange,  Alamance,  Lenoir,  and  Jones? 

Aiisirer.  I  have  only  lieeii  throngh  them. 

Qurxlioii.  Do  you  know  enough  about  them  to  satisfy  yourself  in  regard  to  the  exist- 
ing .state  of  things  there  growing  out  of  the  existence  of  these  organizations? 

AnDuer.  I  have  not  been  in  those  counties  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  me  any  advantage 
in  obtaining  information  of  that  character  over  any  other  citizen.  I  have  only  passed 
througii  Ihem  in  going  to  hold  courts  twice  a  j-ear  through  Lenoir  and  Jones,  and 
annually  through  Alamance  and  Orange. 

Qnei<lioii.  From  your  information  in  regard  to  those  counties,  derived  from  intercourse 
with  members  of  the  bar  and  otherwise,  do  you  believe  there  exists  an  organization 
popularly  known  as  Ku-Kinx? 

A7if<itrr.  I  think  it  exists  in  Alamance  County. 

(Jinstioii.  How  about  Lenoir  County  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  had  any  information  that  convinced  me  that  it  existed  there. 

Question.  How  about  Orange  County  ? 

Answer.  That  joins  Alamance,  and  I  think  verj^  likely  it  existed  in  Alamance,  and 
obtained  part  of  its  elements  from  Orange. 

Q)iiestion.  How  about  Guilford^ 

Answer.  Really  I  cannot  say.  I  had  been  always  disposed  to  regard  Guilford  as  one 
of  the  most  law-abiding  counties  of  the  State.  There  is  a  large  Quaker  element  there, 
and  they  are  men  of  peace  wherever  they  are  found. 

Question.  How  about  Rowan  and  Cabarras? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say  so  nmch  in  regard  to  them.  It  is  a  part  of  the  State  that  I 
am  less  acquainted  with.     I  know  few  men  of  prominence  there  outside  of  the  bar. 

Questieju.  Have  you  such  know-ledge  of  the  existence  of  the  condition  of  things  in  any 
of  these  counties  as  would  enable  you  to  give  your  belief  in  regard  to  the  existence  of 
these  secret  organizations,  and  of  their  oiterations  ? 

Answer.  I  have  stated  that  1  have  my  belief. 

Question.  As  to  Alamance  County  ;  but  as  to  the  others,  have  you  sufficient  informa- 
tion to  be  able  to  base  an  opinion  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  express  a  confident  opinion  that  they  do  not  exist.  I  only 
say  I  have  not  such  information  as  creates  in  me  a  belief  tliat  they  do  exist. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  reading  the  occurrence  of  tive  men  bein^  taken  out  of 
jail  at  Kinstou,  Lenoir  County  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  the  information  derived  from  reading  the  account  of  that  occurrence, 
do  you  believe  it  was  done  by  any  secret  political  organization  ? 

Ansiocr.  Well,  I  really  have  not  formed  such  opinion  in  regard  to  that  as  will  enable 
me  to  express  it.  That  is  one  of  the  class  of  outrages  which  I  have  exxjressed  the 
belief  was  suppressed  by  the  investigation  of  Judge  Thomas. 

Question.  Were  the  men  identified  in  that  case  ? 

Anfiwer.  I  think  there  was  rather  strong  proof  in  regard  to  two. 

Question.  Were  they  tried? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  one  of  them  has  been  tried.  I  think  the  case  of  either  both 
or  one  of  them,  in  regard  to  whom  I  thought  the  evidence  was  the  s-iu ^^-^gest,  is  pend- 
ing.    I  may  l)e  mistaken  in  regard  to  that.  ^t 

Question.  Now,  as  to  those  outrages  which  it  is  alleged  have  been  (v^|-||^itted  by  this 
secret  organization  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  do  you  know  of  anpXjg  the  criminals 
who  have  been  arrested,  tried,  and  convicted  for  having  been  enga^t"*  in  those  out- 
rages ?  ^j^. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any.  ^ 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  one  so  tried  and  convicted,  to  your  kno^\  edge  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any.  There  are  some  cases — the  first  cases  of  that  charac- 
ter— that  I  have  reason  to  believe  will  come  up  at  a  futirre  term  of  the  Federal  court. 
Arrests  have  been  made  by  order  of  the  United  States  commissioner,  and  the  parties 
have  been  bound  over  for  trial ;  but  the  cases  are  not  yet  in  court. 
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Question.  You  have  as  yet  had  no  cases  in  the  Federal  courts  in  North  Carolina  involy 
jng  the  question  of  outrages  committed  by  this  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  not  as  yet. 

Question.  Has  there  not  been  great  difficulty  in  identifying  the  persons  committing 
these  outrages,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  were  disguised  ? 

Answer.  That  has  been  the  corai>hiiut.  The  United  States  commissioner  in  Raleigh, 
"who  is  a  lawyer  of  intelligence,  addressed  me  a  letter  not  long  since,  in  which  he 
stated  that  ho  had  been  informed  that  I  had  declared  that  he  had  not  the  power  to  act 
in  these  cases ;  that,  in  my  opinion,  a  material  section  of  the  enforcement  act  was 
unconstitutional.  I  replied  to  that  letter,  stating  that  that  was  entirely  au  error,  and 
advised  him  to  issue  his  orders  and  act  promptly  upon  them,  and  have  the  parties 
arrested;  and  I  have  been  since  informed  that  he  has  done  so. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  outrages  of  that  character  committed  within  the  last 
few  weeks  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  heard  of  some  since  I  have  been  here  ;  I  did  not  hear  of  them  before 
I  left  home. 

Question.  In  what  counties  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  this  morning  that  some  have  occurred  in  Burke  County.  I  obtained 
that  information  from  Senator  Pool. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  existing  state  of  things  in  any  of  those  counties 
in  which  this  organization  is  alleged  to  exist,  do  you  believe  that  justice  can  be  enforced 
against  the  members  of  the  organization  for  crimes  committed  by  the  organization? 

Ansiver.  In  regard  to  that,  if  the  organization  extended  as  widely  as  is  alleged,  and 
if  the  oath  by  which  the  members  bind  themselves  isof  the  character  which  it  is  alleged 
to  be,  I  sliduld  say  that  there  has  been  a  time  in  the  county  of  Alamance,  if  that  con- 
dition of  things  does  not  exist  there  now,  when  the  law  could  not  have  been  fairly 
enforced. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Could  not  the  trial  of  the  cases  be  removed  to  remote  distances  from  the 
place  w^here  the  acts  have  occurred?  Could  they  not  be  removed  under  the  State  law 
to  any  county  ? 

Answer.  They  might  indirectly  be  removed  to  any  county.  Under  the  laws  of  our 
State  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  causes,  a. judge  never,  or  at  least  rarely,  refuses,  when 
sufiicient  affidavit  is  made  alleging  that  there  is  prejudice  existing  so  as  to  prevent  a 
fair  trial,  to  order  the  removal  to  another  county.  And  the  ])rosecuting  officer  is  not 
required  to  make  an  affidavit,  but  only  to  state  his  opinion ;  and  u))on  that  I  have 
never  known  a  judge  to  refuse  tlx;  removal  of  the  cause.  But  tlun  the  removal  must 
be  to  an  adjoining  county  ;  and  when  the  case  is  called  in  the  adjoining  county,  a  like 
affidavit  or  a]ti)li(ation  might  remove  it  to  anotlier  county.  I  have  known  cases  to  be 
removed  to  (juite  a  remote  distance  from  the  i)lace  where  the  acts  occurred. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  By  successive  removals  ? 

Ansu-cr.  Yes,  sir.  They  could  not  be  removed  at  once  to  any  county  in  the  State; 
the  order  is  for  a  removal  to  an  adjoining  county. 

By  Mr.  Bayaiui  : 
QueMion.  And  step  by  step  they  could  be  removed  to  any  county  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  From  your  observation  in  the  State,  have  the  political  parties  divided  in 
the  view  taken  of  these  outrages?  If  so,  how  has  that  division  of  sentiment  shown 
itself? 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  my  opinion  in  regard  to  that,  formed  from  information  gathered 
from  conversations  with  gentleuTen  on  both  sides.  Tiie  division,  I  think,  has  not  been 
entirely  by  parties.  I  find  one  i)arty  generally  not  so  severe — the  majority  of  the  party 
I  mean — not  so  universal  in  their  condemnation  of  these  outrages. 

Question.  W'-^  eh  ]iarty  is  that  ? 

Answer.  Thr'"  is  the  democratic  or  conservative  party.  I  do  not  think  the  members 
of  that  party  c'a  so  universal  in  their  coudi  innation  of  those  outrages.  But  I  think  I 
have  had  ami  .1o  opi)ortunity  of  ascertaining  the  feeling  of  the  prominent  intelligent 
men  of  that  py  VV)  ii»f^  I  li'^^o  "ever  heard  one  of  them  justify  those  outrages ;  I  have 
always  heann  'lem  condemn  them.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  there  were  gentlemen 
belonging  to'^'^at  party  who  were  prominent  men  who  did  justify  tbo^vfriinization; 
but  I  have  neVer  heard  one  of  them  justify  it.  s      **  ' 

Question.  What  has  been  tliyC  course  of  the  other  party— the  republican  party— iu 
reference  to  the  organization  f 

Aimver.  They  generally  cofidemn  it ;  in  fact,  I  never  heard  cue  of  them  justify  it;  I 
think  they  all  condemn  it.  /' 
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Qiicniion.  Have  these  outrages,  as  a  rule,  been  committed  upon  members  of  the  repnl> 
licai)  ])aity  1 

A  ii.sirei:  That  is  the  allegation.  I  know  very  few  personally  of  those  who  have  suf- 
fere<i  ui  any  way. 

QiWHtion.  Have  you  information  enough  upon  that  STibject  to  form  an  opinion  ? 

Answer.  Mf  impression  is  that  a  majority  of  those  who  have  suflered  from  these  out- 
rages have  been  republicans.  They  have  been  mostly  colored  men,  and  a  very  large 
majority  of  that  class  are  republicans. 

CJneslion.  Taking  the  condition  of  things,  so  far  as  you  know  it,  existing  in  those 
counties  whcie  these  outrages  have  oecurrc^l,  do  you  consider  life,  person,  and  property 
secnr(!  with  the  administration  of  Justice  in  the  ordinaiy  ehaniuds  ?        '  " 

Ausirer.  I  cannot  say  that  it  is  otherwise  than  so  now.  I  think  there  has  been  a 
time  when  it  was  not  so. 

QiicsHon.  How  long  since? 

Jiisivcr.  AVell,  in  the  early  spring  and  in  the  winter  of  last  year  and  during  the  fall 
before. 

Qitcsiio)).  At  the  time  the  militia  were  sent  into  Orange,  Caswell,  and  Alamance  Coun- 
ties were  person  and  property  secure  in  those  counties  ? 

Aii.'iwev.  I  heard  of  no  oi;trage  occurring  about  that  time.  I  think  there  was  none 
complained  of  or  made  })ublic  for  two  months  piior  to  the  use  of  the  militia.  Tiie  last 
outrage  was  in  the  spring,  in  the  early  part  of  JSIay,  I  think;  that  is  my  impression. 

Qitcstioti.  Was  that  the  case  of  Wyatt  Outlaw? 

Aiimrcr.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  the  case  of  Stephens  ;  the  case  of  Outlaw  was  earlier. 

QiicHliun.  Have  yon  not  heard  of  numerous  cases  of  whipping  persons  still  occurring  ? 

Antiircr.  Not  until  I  arrived  here. 

Qiicxiioii.  You  have  not  ? 

Avuwer.  No,  sir;  exce])t  the  complaints  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the  United  States 
cnnniiissioner  to  which  I  have  alluded.  And  in  those  cases  arrests  have  been  made  and 
the  jjarties  bound  over. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Q)U'-<ition.  You  spoke  of  the  case  of  Stephens.  Is  it  known  by  whom  his  death  v.^as 
caused  ? 

Aiisica:  Some  pretend  to  have  formed  a  very  positive  opinion.  I  have  never  been 
able  myself  to  come  to  a  positive  conclusion  on  the  subject. 

Qiiet<iion.  Do  you,  from  any  facts  known  to  you,  in  j'our  own  mind  lay  his  death  at 
the  door  of  this  jjolitical  organization  ? 

Aii>iwcr.  It  may  be  the  one  Avay  or  the  other.  My  opinion  is  that  it  did  occur  in  one 
of  two  ways  ;  either  as  the  result  of  the  action  of  this  political  organization,  or  else  it 
occurred  from  a  domestic  difiiculty,  and  so  altogether  unconnected  with  that  organiza- 
tion. It  was  either  caused  by  this  organization  known  as  Ku-Klux,  or  else  they  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  it  resulted  entirely  from  the  other  cause.  I  am  not  able  to 
say  which. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qi(csiion.  Do  you  know  whether  the  issuing  of  the  writs  of  Jiaheas  corpus,  either  by 
Judge  Pearson  or  yourself  in  these  cases,  had  any  elfect  upon  the  contidence  or  impu- 
nity with  which  these  crimes  were  committed  in  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Alamance  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  no  complaints  since  that  time.  I  cannot  say  what  ett'ect  the 
action  of  .Judge  Pearson  or  myself  had  upon  that. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  disclosures  were  being  made  by  many  per- 
sons in  those  counties  of  their  connection  with  this  organization  f  ^ 

Answer.  Not  until  after  the  writs  were  issued  by  me.  I  have  heard  such  reports 
since  that  time. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  that  those  disclosures  ceased  immediately  after  the  issuing 
the  writs  of  haheas  corpus  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  been  so  informed.  There  was  an  investigation  going  on 
at  Raleigh  before  Judge  Pearson  and  other  members  of  the  supreme  court,  which  con- 
tinued for  some  time;  for  a  number  of  days  after  I  was  tiirough  with  the  i)art  I  took  iu 
the  matter,  and  had  returned  home. 

(^uentiou.  Does  a  state  of  feeliug  exist  toward  the  colored  people  in  those  counties  of 
which  you  have  spoken  which  would  aifect  the  security  of  their  riglits  and  i^rivileges 
under  the  law  ? 

Answer.  Tlieise  are  others  more  competent  to  express  an  opinion  on  that  subject  than 
I  am.  I  know  nothing  personally  of  the  population  of  those  counties.  I  liave  heard  of 
some  gentlemen,  the  report  of  whose  examination  I  have  seen  in  the  papers,  gentlemen 
of  high  character,  some  of  whom  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  rights  of  the  col- 
ored persons  in  those  counties  were  fully  and  entirely  respected ;  others  express  opin- 
ions to  tlie  contrary.  __ 

Question,  l^on  have  no  opinion  to"give  upon  that  subject  ? 
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Ansiver.  I  cannot  express  any.  If  I  were  to  nndertake  to  express  any  opinion  it  ■would 
Ije  one  gathered  from  thi»  statements  of  these  parties,  and  from  them  alone  ;  not  li'om 
"what  I  know  of  any  treatment  of  the  colored  people  there. 

Question.  You  refer  to  testimony  taken  not  here  but  elsewhere  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  have  been  United  States  district  judge  since  what  date? 

A)i.stver.  Since  August,  1865;  I  was  appointed  then.  The  district  courts  were  reorgan- 
ized in  the  fall  of  that  year;  the  circuit  courts  in  the  spriug  of  the  year  following. 

Question.  Had  you  any  political  disabilities  at  the  time  you  were  appointed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  took  the  oath  piescribed  by  the  act  of  1862. 

Question.  You  were  capalde  of  taking  that  oath  f 

Ansurr.  I  thought  so.  I  will  state  the  circumstances.  On  February  8,  1862,  that 
part  of  the  State  in  which  I  live  came  in  possession  oV  the  Federalists.  Up  to  that  time 
tlu'iVi  had  l)eeu  no  conscription  law  passc-d  or  enforced,  and  I  had  not,  therefore,  been 
forced  to  take  any  side  against  the  Federali.sts.  My  disposition  inclined  me  not  to  do 
it.  After  that  time  I  was  so  located  that  tiiej-  could  not  force  me  to  take  any  position 
against  the  Federal  Government,  and  I  never  did.  So  I  took  the  oath,  alleging  that  I 
iiev(!r  particijiated  in  the  rc;bellion. 

Question.  The  oa.'^h  of  ]8G<i  l 

Answer.  Yes.  sir,  of  July  2,  1862  ;  the  iron-clad  oath,  as  it  is  called.  I  believe  I  w.as 
the  only  superior  court  lawyer  in  all  that  region  of  country  who  did  not,  in  some  way 
or  another,  rtarticipate  in  the  rebellion. 

Question.  Since  you  have  held  that  office,  and  up  to  this  time — or,  as  I  do  not  care  to 
go  back  to  the  earlier  i)art  of  your  service  as  L'nited  States  district  .judge,  \vithin  the 
last  two  years  1  will  say — have  you  kuowu  of  any  obstruction  to  the  peaceful  execu- 
tion of  the  process  of  your  court  f 

Jk.sktc.  None  whatever;  unless  this  can  be  called  an  obstruction,  and  in  one  sense  I 
suppose  it  is  an  obstruction.  The  enforcement  of  the  iuternal  revenue  laws  there  is 
exceeilingly  olynoxious  to  a  very  large  class  of  our  people  ;  I  reckon  about  as  obnoxious 
as  almost  any  law  that  has  been  enacted. 

Question.  Relating  to  taxes  upon  what  articles? 

Answer.  To  the  taxes  ujjon  whisky  and  tol>acco.  In  two  instances,  after  parties 
have  been  convicted  in  the  courts  and  sentenced,  they  iiavi'  been  released  from  jail  by 
iorce.  Those  are  the  only  cases  of  obstruction  that  1  have  ever  mot  with  iu  the  execu- 
tion of  any  law  that  has  to  be  executed  there. 

Question.  Where  were  those  jails? 

Answer.  Oiie  was  in  Chatham  County,  au<l  the  other  was  iu  Burke  County. 

Question.  ^Vere  they  conunou  structures,  ordinary  county  jails'? 

Ausicer.  Yes,  sir;  but  the  parties  did  not  break  from  jail;  they  were  released  by 
force. 

Question.  By  their  friends  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so. 

Question.  Had  i)olitics  anything  to  do  with  their  relea.se  in  that  way? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  had.  In  Burke  County  there  were  some  three  or  four  re- 
leased, whom  I  had  recommended  for  pardon.  But  the  Tresident  was  very  slow  iu 
acting  upon  thuir  cases,  and  their  friends  became  impatient  and  released  them.  Their 
olfenses  were  very  trivial,  and  I  had  imposed  the  minimum  punishment  of  .$1,000  lino 
and  six  months'  imprisonment  in  jail.  They  were  offenses  against  the  revenue  laws 
for  di.stilling  without  a  license,  and  manufacturing  tobacco;  iu  these  instances  it  was 
for  distilling. 

Question.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  having  process  served  and  parties  arrested  ? 

Answer.  Do  you  refer  to  process  issued  by  the  court  over  which  I  preside? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

•  Question.  Then  would  you  state,  as  a  fact,  that  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  which  are  those  of  which  you  take  particular  cognizance,  is  unob- 
structed in  your  State? 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  the  two  instances  to  which  I  have  alluded,  where 
th((  parties  have  been  released  by  force,  as  1  have  .stated,  1  do  not  know  of  any  place 
in  th(!  United  States  where  the  criminal  law  has  been  more  Jaithfully  executed  than 
in  North  Carolina,  since  I  have  jtresided  over  a  coiirt  there.  I  do  no'  fc."~''jj^  there  is 
any  more  ))rejudice  or  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  conviction  in  a  fair  cas"?  *T.-?-- u.sed  to 
exist  in  the  execution  in  flu;  State  courts  of  the  State  criiuiual  laws  before  the  war. 

Question.  Do  you  read  any  of  the  papers  published  iu  the  northern  cities — iu  New 
Y\)rk  and  elsewhere  ? 

Answer.  I  do;  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  a  regular  reader  of  them. 

Question.  You  keep  yourself  generally  informed  of  the  condition  of  affairs  iu  the 
country  at  large,  as  stated  iu  those  and  other  papers? 
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Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesTiou.  In  your  opinion  is  there  eqnal  security  of  person  and  property  under  the 
law  in  North  Carolina  that  there  is  in  the  other  States  of  the  Union  that  lie  north  of 
your  State  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  it  is  otherwise  now.  There  has  been  a  time  when  I  think 
it  was  otherwise. 

Qiic-slio)!.  .Just  succeeding  the  war? 

Aiinwo:  No,  sir;  at  the  period  I  alluded  to  just  now — last  winter  and  spring  a  year 
ago,  and  the  I'all  preceding. 

Qiienlio)!.  Do  you  couhue  that  statement  to  the  counties  you  have  named  ? 

Aiinwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Well,  excepting  those  coiTuties,  and  the  period  of  time  you  liave  mentioned, 
do  yon  think  there  has  been  eqnal  security  of  person  and  property  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  that  tliere  has  been  in  any  other  State  in  the  country  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  o])inion  ;  with  the  exception  of  those  localities  and  the  period  I 
mentioned.  I  live  in  the  nortlieastcni  part  of  the  State  ;  and  in  the  section  of  the 
State  where  I  live,  and  for  a  hundred  or  two  hundred  miles  around  me,  we  have  never 
experienced  any  difficulty  there;  within  the  last  eighteen  months  there  have  been  a 
great  number  of  Pennsylvanians  who  have  purchased  property  and  settled  there.  I 
have  never  observed  any  feeling  whatever  against  them  ;  they  are  well  received,  and 
I  think  they  feel  as  secure  in  their  persons  and  property  as  I  do,  or  as  do  any  other  cit- 
izens of  our  State. 

Qttesfion.  Do  you  know  of  any  popular  sentiment  in  your  State  that  is  disposed,  in 
any  event,  to  array  itself  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ? 

Ansiver.  You  say  "  popular  sentiment."' 

Question.  I  mean  by  that,  any  organized  senti.uent ;  I  do  not  mean  the  sentiment  of 
any  individnal. 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  is,  among  the  people  of  your  State,  any  disposition  to 
op])ose  Ihe  Government  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  Not  any  popular  feeling  of  that  sort.  I  know  individuals  who  I  think  are 
exceedingly  hostile  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  of  anything  like  an  organized  sentiment  of  that  character? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  it  exists  at  all  ? 

Answer.  There  is  no  evidence  to  my  mind  upon  which  I  could  found  such  au  opinion. 

Question.  Yim  say  that  when  Kirk  responded  to  the  writs  of  habeas  corpus  that  you 
issued,  he  did  so  on  the  last  day  on  which  they  were  returnable  '? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  last  hour. 

Question.  What  time  had  he  allowed  him  in  whioli  to  make  return  to  those  writs? 

Answer.  I  am  not  certain  now  whether  it  was  ten  days  or  twenty  days ;  it  was  one 
or  the  other.  * 

Question.  Either  ten  days  or  twenty  days? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  delayed  making  the  return  to  the  very  last  hour  which  the  law  gave 
him? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  last  day. 

Question.  What  time  in  addition  did  you  give,  ij.pon  the  application  of  the  counsel 
employed  by  Governor  Holdeu  ? 

Answer.  I  gave  them  the  full  time  they  asked;  it  was  until  the  next  daJ^ 

Question.  All  the  time  they  asked? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  there  never  was  stated  to  you,  at  any  time,  either  the  names  of  the 
witnesses  or  the  character  of  the  testimony  they  relied  upon? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  never  was  stated  to  me  that  they  had  any  testimony,  or  that  they 
could  in  the  future  produce  any  testimony,  upon  which  they  could  base  a  motion  either 
for  the  remanding  or  the  further  detention  of  those  men. 

Question.  You  never  had  any  cause  shown  before  you  for  their  detention  at  all  ? 

Answer.  None  wliatever.  Mr.  Boyden,  who  Avas  one  of  the  leading  counsel  for  Kirk, 
stated  emiihatically,  when  the.  first  party  was  called,  that  they  had  no  legal  evidence 
upon  which  they  desired  to  base  a  motion  for  the  further  detention  of  the  party. 

Question.  Did  you  issue  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  Bergen? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Upon  what  ground  ? 

Answer.  An  application  for  a  bench  warrant  was  made  to  me  at  Salisbury.  As  I  have 
already  stated,  a  part  of  this  hearing  was  at  Salisbury,  aud  then  it  was  adjourned  to 
Ealeigh. 

Question.  At  the  request  of  Governor  Holden's  counse^.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  acceded  to  by  them,  if  not  suggested. 

Question.  It  was  on  their  motion? 


280        CONDITION    OF    AFFAIRS    IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

Ansicer.  Yos,  sir,  or  suggestion.  There  was  a  motion  made  for  a  bench  warrant 
against  Kirk  and  13ergen.  (Bergen  was  an  ofBcer  under  Kirk,  a  lieutenant-colonel,  I 
tiiink  they  called  liimi)  They  read  affidavits  of  parties  who  alleged  that  they  had  been 
hanged  and  otherwise  cruelly  treated  while  in  the  custody  of  Bergen.  I  refused  a  bench 
warrant  upon  those  affidavits,  stating  that  I  held  it  not  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  district  court  to  punish  for  such  violations  of  law.  for  any  injury  inliicted  upon 
the  parties;  that  if  the  State  courts  would  not  punish  them,  the  matter  was  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  courts,  and  therefore  I  refused  to  issue  the  vrarrant.  At 
Ealeigh  the  aflidavits  of  these  same  parties  were  amended,  tlie  amendment  consisting 
in  this  further  allegation,  that  since  they  had  been  released  on  writs  of  habeas  corpus, 
issued  and  acted  upon  by  me,  Bergen  had  met  them  and  had  y)resented  pistols  to  them, 
and  had  sworn  that  in  less  than" ten  days  he  would  again  have  them,  and  in  a  more 
uncomfortable  condition  than  he  had  had  them  before.  Upon  that  I  issued  a  warrant, 
holding  that  I  had  jurisdiction  to  iirevent  a  repetition  of  that  which  I  regarded  as  a 
violation  of  their  rights  under  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

Question.  Was  Bergen  committed  in  default  of  bail  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  the  custody  of  the  marshal? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qiie>ition.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Timothy  F.  Lee,  of  Wake  Cotrnty? 
Ansicer.  Yes,  .sir. 

Question.  Is  he  sheriff  of  that  county  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  likewise  acting  in  the  capacity  of  deputy  marshal  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  fact. 

Question.  Was  it  in  his  custody  that  Bergen  was  committed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  United  States  uuirslial  has  no  pris(m.  My  direction  to  the 
marshal,  Avhere  no  particular  prison  is  designated  for  the  party  committed,  is  to  take 
him  to  the  Wake  County  jail ;  but,  upon  application,  I  frequentlj'  direct  that  parties 
be  imy)risoned  elsewhere.  \ 

Question.  Was  any  ai)plication  mad(^  to  you  for  Bergen's  discharge? 
Answer.  No,  sir.  Let  me  state  the  circumstances  more  fully  in  regard  to  th.at  matter. 
I  had  concluded  these;  habeas  cori)us  ])roccediugs,  and  had,  perhaps,  issued  the  warrant 
the  same  day  in  which  I  had  concluded  the  proceedings — may  bo  the  day  previous. 
There  liad  been  no  return  of  the  ])rocess.  Bergen  was  ])reviously  in  jail  under  civil 
writs  issuing  from  the  circuit  court,  it  is  true,  l)nt  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  issu- 
ing of  those  writs  ;  had  nothing  to  do  with  that ;  they  were  some  private  suits. 
Question.  Private  civil  suits? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  .stdl  in  jail,  and  had  been  in  jail  some  days,  under  those 
civil  writs.  I  din^cted  the  nuushal,  in  case  he  was  released,  to  execute  the  bench 
■warrant;  I  gave  that  verbal  direction.  The  warrant  was  drawn  in  the  ordinary  form 
of  a  connnauil.  I  directed  the  marshal,  if  Bergen  should  be  released  from  those  civil 
writs,  either  by  giving  bail  or  in  any  other  way,  to  execute  the  warrant,  and  bring 
him  Ix'fore  me  whenn'er  I  might  be  in  North  Carolina.  I  could  not  say  when,  under 
those  instructions,  it  would  be  necessary  to  execute  the  warrant.  The  marshal  had 
the  warrant  in  his  liaiuls  under  these;  verl)al  instructions.  Bergen's  counsel  came  to 
me  and  asked  me  to  have  the  warrant  served,  so  that  he  might  bo  brought  ))eforo  mo 
that  I  might  connnit  him,  for  he  could  not  give  bail,  to  the  end  that  they  might  api>eal ; 
they  wanted  to  get  the  (pu\stion  before  a  higher  tribunal.  I  readily  assented,  and  stated 
that  I  would  throw  no  impediment  in  tin;  way  of  having  any  action  of  mine  revised  in 
a  higher  court;  indeed,  I  desired  it,  and  wanted  it  settled.  They  came  before  me  at 
niglit,  and  stated  that  he  could  not  give  any  hail.  I  committed  him  under  the  warrant, 
to  the  end  that  they  might  ai)peal.  "  'I'hey  did  not  appeal,  but  iuunediately  applied  to 
Judge  Bond  for  a  writ  (>f  hal)eas  cori)us,  to  review  the;  case  in  that  way,  and  not  by 
appeal  from  my  decision.  One  of  the  bar,  the  counsel  who  came  to  me  lirst  aud  con- 
sented to  the  arrangemiMit  I  made,  stated  to  mo  that  ho  regarded  it  as  an  act  of  bad 
faith,  and  protested  against  the  course  they  took.  He  wanted  to  appeal,  aud  take  it 
up  in  the  regular  way. 

Question.  In  the  way  he  had  proposed  to  yon  ?  .^  «-i. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  ju-otested  to  uk;  that  he  thought  it  was  bad  faith  to»;t^as  me; 
that  he  <Hd  not  agree  to  the  course;  which  a  majority  of  the  counsel  afterwards  took. 
Judge  Bond  released  him,  but  in  doing  so  he  did  only  what  I  would  have  done  the  very 
next  day  after  this  militia  were;  disbanded,  and  I  think  they  were  disbaneled  in  three 
days  atte-r  I  ce)mmitteMl  him.  I  only  ce)nnnitte'd  him  as  furtlu'r  se'curity  against  his 
committing  any  furtlu'r  vie)latie)n,  as  tlu'  atlielavits  stated  lie'  liad  tlireateiu'el,  e)f  the 
rights  of  citize'iis  uuele'r  the'  ame'iielme'iit  to  the  Ceiiistitution  e)f  the'  Uiiitcel  States;  that 
is,  liy  imprise)iime'nt.  I  liael  helel  that  the'se  persems  had  been  detained  ce)ntrary  to  law; 
I  stiiteel  to  the  ce)unsel,  I  think,  that  it  was  e)nly  as  security  against  further  violations 
that  the  commitment  was  made,  ami  1  stated  that  my  course  would  have  liccn,  if  appli- 
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cation  bad  been  made  to  me  at  any  time  I  liad  been  informed  the  militia  was  disbanded, 
that  thei'e  was  no  danger  of  any  further  violation  of  the  constitutional  amendments, 
to  have  released  him. 

Question.  But  as  I  understand,  at  the  time  you  made  that  commitment,  obtained  from 
3^011  under  the  jiretense  you  have  already  stated  by  Bergen's  counsel,  he  was  and  had 
been  for  sev(;ral  days  previously  committed  in  default  of  bail  in  some  civil  suits? 
Answer.  Not  only  in  custodj^,  but  in  jail. 

Question.  On  civil  suits? 

Answer.  Yes,, sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  how  those  suits  were  determined? 

Answer.  I  know  how  Judge  Bond  determined  them. 

Questiov.  State  how  they  were  determined  by  him. 

Answer.  He  conferred  with  me  and  I  agreed  with  him  that  the  civil  writs  had  been 
issued  contrary  to  the  provision  of  our  statutes.  In  other  words,  our  code  provides 
and  the  federal  law  provides,  that  when  bail  writs  are  issued  they  should  be  issued  in 
accordance  wi(h  the  provisions  of  tlie  laws  of  the  State.  I  hold  that  our  code  requires 
that  when  a  bail  writ  is  asked  lor  as  these  were,  there  shall  be  an  order  of  the  judge; 
and  no  order  of  the  judge  was  ever  asked  or  granted  in  these  cases.  They  made  ath- 
davits  before  the  clerk,  and  upon  them  obtained  the  writs,  and  that  question  never 
came  before  me  until  a  writ  f>f  habeas  corpus  had  been  issued  by  .Judge  Bond.  He 
conferred  with  me  in  regard  to  it,  and  I  concurred  with  him  in  the  oi)iniou  that  these 
bail  writs  had  been  improperly  issued,  and  that  Bergen  ought  to  be  relieved  as  to  them. 

Question.  Were  yon  presentin  the  com  t  when  Bergen  was  dischiU'ged  by  Judge  Bond? 

Answer.  He  Vi'as  not  discharged  in  court. 

Question.  Was  the  court  in  session  when  he  was  discharged  ? 

Answer.  Judge  Bond  aud  I  together  were  holding  the  circuit  court  at  the  same  time. 

Qtiesiiov.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  That  was  in  December,  1870.  The  circuit  court  commenced  there  on  the  last 
Monday  in  Novendjer.  But  I  think  his  discharge  was  not  granted  until  some  day  in 
December. 

Question.  'Was  there  any  notiiication  to  the  parties  plaintiff  in  civil  suits  of  his  dis- 
charge ? 

Answer.  They  say  there  was  not ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  notification  to 
them;  I  think  there  was  not  any;  I  think  the  discharge  was  made,  and  Bergen  got 
away  at  night,  and  the  counsel  did  not  know  anything  abotit  it  until  the  next  day,  or 
perhaps  two  (Uiys  afterward. 

l^)ueftion.  In  the  case  of  Kirk,  did  you  make  any  order  committing  him  in  default  of 
bail? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  refused  the  application  for  an  attachment  against  him.  No  appli- 
cation was  ever  made  to  me  for  any  civil  writs  against  him.  I  made  no  order  in  refer- 
ence to  him  in  any  way,  except  to  refuse  a  motion  for  an  attachment. 

Question.  Has  there  been  in  your  State,  for  the  last  two  years,  any  wide-spread  ap- 
prehension among  the  property-holding  class  of  citizens,  growing  out  of  1  he  manner  in 
which  the  credit  of  the  State  had  been  used  by  Governor  Holdeu  and  his  administra- 
tion ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  feeling  is  universal  among  all  intelligent  men,  without  distinc- 
tion of  party. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  the  feeling  upon  that  subject  among  the  people  in 
North  Carolina. 

Answer.  I  think  every  man  who  has  any  interest  in  the  way  of  property,  or  who 
makes  any  contribution  in  the  way  of  taxes,  has  felt  very  serious  apprehension. 

Question.  Was  Governor  Holden  and  his  administration  identitied  with  this  course  of 
lavish  aud  reckless  expenditure? 

Answer.  In  this  way:  some  charge  Governor  Holden  with  a  participation  in  the 
prohts  that  is  supposed  to  have  been  made  out  of  these  abominations,  as  some  of  us 
term  them,  this  bad  legislation.  I  have  never  been  prepared  to  think  or  to  believe,  I 
wonhl  not  here  express  the  opinion,  that  Governor  Holden  has  participated  in  that  waj^ 

Question.  You  mean  participated  by  taking  part  of  the  money? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Our  people,  though,  do  holil  him  responsible  in  this  way :  they  think 
he  has  failed  to  do  that  which  was  ui  his  power  to  have  prevented  it. 

Question.  Did  not  this  lavish  issue  of  bonds  and  the  misappropriation  of  the  public 
credit  and  money  occur  under  his  administration  and  that  of  the  party  which  sus- 
tained him? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  of  history,  yoti  may  say,  that  the 
republican  party  was  largely  in  the  majority  prior  to  tb,e  last  general  election.  The 
legislature  in  session  before  the  present  one  was  largely  ro]3ublicau.  This  extrava- 
gance occurred  mainly  during  that  time. 

Question.  The  reason  that  I  asked  that  question  was,  to  prej)are  the  way  to  ask  the 
question  whether  or  not,  in  the  late  canvass,  the  two  political  parties  arrayed  them- 
selves mainly  upon  the  question  of  perpetuating  this  system  by  continuing  Governoi 
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Holden  and  his  associates  in  office  ;  and  was  not  the  opposition  to  him  mainly  upon 
the  ground  you  have  mentioned  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  understand  you  -when  you  say  "the  two  political  parties."  I  have 
often  expressed  the  opinion  which  I  held,  and  which  I  now  hold  very  firmly,  that  the 
result  of  the  last  election  in  North  Carolina  was  not  due  to  party.  I  think  it  was  a 
coming  together  of  all  the  elements  there  opposed  to  reckless  extravagance  and  fraud 
in  legislation,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  it  down. 

By  Mr  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  it  not  regarded  that  if  Governor  Holden's  party  had  been  sustained 
it  would  amount  to  a  coufiscatiou  of  all  the  property  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  legal  confiscation. 

Question.  I  do  not  nxian  that ;  but  would  it  not  have  amounted  to  that  in  effect. 

Answer.  I  think  the  remaining  couhdeuce  of  any  property-holder  would  have  been 
very  greatly  diminished.  I  know  very  well  the  feeling  that  actuated  me,  and  1  think 
there  were  thousands  of  other  men  who  were  actuated  by  the  same  feelings  precisely. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  think  that  was  the  public  sentiment  that  carried  the  last  election  ? 

Answer.  1  have  no  question  about  that,  none  iu  the  world  ;  I  have  never  entertained 
a  contrary  opinion. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  existence  of  bodies  in  your  State  known  as  the  Union 
Leagues,  composed  generally  of  colored  meu  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  so. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Governor  Holden  is  the  recognized  head  of  that  order 
in  your  State  ? 

Answer.  I  have  always  heard  so ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  it  from  the  gov- 
ernor, but  1  think  it  is  conceded  and  believed. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  colored  people  that  belong  to  that  organiza- 
tion? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Qu(stion.  You  do  not  know  the  extent  of  the  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not ;  I  have  understood  that  it  was  general  with  the  colored  peoi)le. 

Question.  Do  the  members  of  that  organization  vote  as  a  unit  on  political  subjects  ? 

Answer.  I  have  so  understood.  I  do  not  know  any  of  the  members  of  that  orguiii- 
zation,  and  I  cannot  say  whether  tliat  is  true  or  not. 

Question.  Do  not  these  leagues  embrace  the  colored  people  of  the  State  generally? 

Ansirer.  Yes,  generally  ;  that  is  my  impression,  my  belief 

Question.  Is  it  a  political  league?  . 

Answer.  It  is  said  to  be  so  ;  I  cannot  say  I  have  any  knowledge  of  it ;  I  have  never 
■  been  a  member  of  the  order. 

Question.  No  ;  1  do  not  suppose  so. 

Answer.  Or  of  any  othtu-  secret  political  order. 

Question.  You  wcie  asked  your  opinion  as  to  the  existence  of  a  secret  political  organ- 
ization commonly  known  as  the  Kn-Klux,  and  you  have  answered.  I  wish  to  get  the 
same  character  (if  opinion  from  you  respecting  the  societies  known  as  Union  Leagues, 
as  to  their  existence  and  extent. 

Answer.  The  belief  I  have  is  that  it  is  a  secret  political  organization,  and  that  its 
members  are  mainly  colored  people. 

Question.  Did  the"  organization  extend  throughout  the  State,  and  embrace  the  colored 
population  generally  ? 

Answer.  1  really  do  not  know  how  I  can  answer  that  question.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  have  ever  heard  the  different  parts  of  the  State  alluded  to  or  spoken  of  in  reference 
to  that.  I  think  that  is  the  impression  as  regards  the  western  part  of  the  State.  The 
colored  people  are  greatly  more  numerous  there.  It  is  a  part  of  the  State  with  which 
I  am  almost  entirely  unacquainted. 

Question.  Was  the  i)olitical  power  of  that  organization  understood  to  be  wielded  by 
Governor  Holden,  owing  to  his  position  ? 

Answa:  I  have  heard"  nothing  recently  that  would  give  me  any  impression  in  regard 
to  that.  When  nominations  were  being"  made  by  the  republican  party  throughout  the 
State  for  the  legislature,  the  legislaturi!  beibre  the  present  one,  it  was  complained  by 
the  intelligent  portion  of  the  republican  i)arty  that  unlit  nominations  were  being  made  ; 
that  a  great  many  ignorant  men  were  being  selec^ted,  and  it  was  believed  it  was  done 
through  tlie  influence  of  tlii^  leagues,  an<l  indirectly  through  the  influence  of  Governor 
Hokk"i  over  the  leagues,  and  1  have;  heard  it  charged  that  Governor  Holden  procured 
this  character  of  nominations  to  be  made  for  unworthy  purposes,  that  he  might  con- 
trol the  legislature ;  that  he  might  get  such  men  in  the  legislature  as  he  could  control. 
That  was  mainly  the  complaint  I  have  heard  from  intelligent  republicans. 

By  Mr.  Blaiu: 
Question.  Did  you  ever  bear  that  these  loyal  leagues  ever  attempted  to  exercise  any 
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sort  of  intimidation  or  control  over  leaguers,  to  prevent  them  from  voting  as  they 
pleased  I 

Aimwer.  I  have  heard  that. 

Qiieslion.  Do  you  believe  that  to  he  true  ? 

Aiisiver.  That  was  the  opinion  created  on  my  mind  at  the  last  election.  I  have  heard 
some  such  complaints  around  in  the  vicinity  in  which  I  live. 

Qiiesiiort.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  of  the  negroes  thejtnselves  comphiin  of  that  ? 

Avuwer.  I  have  never  heard  of  but  one  complaining;  I  did  not  investigate  it  at  all. 

Qitestio)!.  Was  that  complaint  by  a  negro  f 

jiiswei:  Yes,  sir. 

Qucalion.  Did  he  tell  you  that  he  had  been  prevented  from  voting  as  he  wished  ? 

Answer.  He  said  that  it  woukl  be  dangerous  for  a  colored  person  to  vote  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  the  league. 

Qncxiiov.  Did  he  exjiress  the  belief  that  the  danger  would  come  from  that  quarter  ? 

Ansirer.  He  did  not  tell  me  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  league ;  but  lie  remarked 
to  me  that  he  1  bought  the  opposition  on  the  \r,\rt  of  the  colored  people  was  so  strong 
that  it  would  be  dangerous  for  one  to  vote  contrary  to  their  views. 

By  Mr.  Bayahd  : 

QueMlon.  Ave  your  jurors  selected  by  the  United  States  marshal? 

Aiivirrr.  They  are  now,  by  force  of  a  recent  Federal  law.  Before  that  jurors  were 
select(>d  under  a  rule  or  order  of  the  court  prescribing  the  character  of  the  men  to  bo 
selected,  in  point  of  intelligence,  &c.  There  were  several  rules  I  laid  down  to  guide 
the  summoning  of  jurors.  In  the  tirst  place,  the  regular  jurors  were  summoned  from  the 
counties  most  convenient  to  the  place  where  the  court  was  to  be  lield.  Then  a  box  of 
two  comjiartments  was  taken,  and  then  the  names  of  those  in  the  different  counties  sup- 
posed to  be  competent  and  proper  men  to  serve  as  jurors  were  put  in  the  box,  and  so 
many  were  drawn  out  for  each  town  as  they  were  required.  I  required  that  no  man 
should  be  taken  who  was  so  poor  as  to  be  seriously  inconvenienced  by  the  loss  of  time, 
for  which  the  pay  would  not  couqiensate  him.  I  also  required  that  no  man  should  be 
taken  unless  he  had  ordinary  intelligence  and  could  read  and  write.  And  then  I  had 
a  rule  against  discriminating  on  account  of  color. 

Qiiesiioii.  You  do  not  permit  discrimination  ? 

Aiistcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  you  secure  the  representation  of  the  colored  people  on  the  jury  ? 

Au.suer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  on  every  jur5^  panel  in  your  courts  they  have  been  represented 
fairly  ?  "  .  ■ 

Answer.  After  the  passage  of  the  act,  which  I  regarded  as  making  it  incumbent  on 
me  to  do  so.  For  the  iirst  two  or  three  tiuies  of  the  court,  after  my  appointment, 
there  were  none  on  ;  but  alter  that,  an  order  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  act.  I 
have  had  no  cause  to  complain  of  the  character  of  the  juries,  until  the  last  circuit 
court  in  Raleigh  ;  then  my  associate.  Judge  Bond,  complained  very  seriously.  That 
w^as  the  hrst  jury  summoned  there,  under  the  existiug  law,  and  the  marshal  summoned 
them  without  being  coniined  to  the  order  of  the  court. 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  complaint  ? 

Answer.  .Judge  Bond  remarked  two  or  three  times,  during  the  term,  that  he  thought 
many  of  them  were  incompetent;  and  we  consulted,  and  almost  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  we  would  discharge  the  i)auel  and  order  a  new  one.  The  most  of  them  were 
not  intelligent  men. 

By  the  Chairm.in  : 

Question.  Had  this  feeling  in  regard  to  the  abuse  of  the  State  credit  anything  to  do 
with  the  outrages  and  disordei's  you  have  spoken  of  as  occurring  in  various  counties  '? 

Answer.  There  were  two  issues,  and  I  think  that  the  result  in  North  Carolina  was 
mainly  owing  to  the  character  of  the  legislation.  I  think  the  prejudice  against  Gov- 
ernor Holden  is  more  owing  to  what  the  people  regard  as  bad  legislation,  and  the  non- 
performance of  what  they  regarded  as  his  duties. 

Question.  Did  the  feeling  which  grew  out  of  the  abuse  of  the  State  credit  give  rise 
to  any  outrages,  or  breaches  of  the  public  peace,  in  those  counties  ? 

xlnswer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Were  they  attributable  to  other  causes  altogether  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  so.     I  feel  clear  on  that  point.  • 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  Union  League  ;  do  you  know,  or  have  you  informa- 
tion that  will  justify  you  insp<!aking  of  any  instance  in  which  violence  has  been  either 
ordered,  excused,  or  justified,  by  the  Union  League? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  any  such  knowledge.  I  have  been  told  of  several 
instances. 

Question.  In  which  violence  was  inflicted  by  or  with  the  countenance  of  the  body 
itself? 
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Jvsn-er.  I  have  heard  of  that. 

Question.  Where  I 

Answer.  In  Chatham,  recently. 

Question.  What  was  that  f 

Avswer.  I  have  heard  of  it  in  other  quarters.  I  have  understood  that  a  colored  man 
•was  punished  for  voting  for  Mr.  Manning,  now  a  member  of  Congress. 

Question.  Did  you  ])ear  that  it  was  done  by  order  or  sanction  of  the  league  ? 

Jnsicer.  I  did  hear,  but  I  have  no  knowledge,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  know. 

Question.  Ilavi^.  you  taken  any  ])art  in  politics  in  the  State  so  as  to  identify  you  with 
either  of  the  ])olitical  parties  within  the  last  few  years  ? 

Ansrcer.  Nothing  more  than  reading  the  papers.  I  was  a  member  of  the  convention 
in  18G5-'G().  I  have  not  attended  political  meetings  but  once,  perhaps,  when  I  heard  a 
speech. 

Question.  I  understand  from  the  tenor  of  your  testimony  that  you  arc  in  opposition 
to  the  policy  of  Governor  Holdeu  in  the  affairs  of  the  State  f 

Ansicer.  Well,  yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Did  you  vote  for  General  Grant? 

Ansiver.  I  was  not  at  home,  but  was  absent  on  official  duties  ;  if  I  had  been  I  would 
have  done  so.  • 

By  the  CiiAiiniAX : 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  feeling  among  the  colored  people  as  to  the  danger 
of  voting  against  the  sentiments  of  their  peo)de;does  the  same  feeling  exist  among 
the  white  ]icoi)le  toward  republicans  v.iio  vote  the  rcpablieaii  ticket  f 

AnsH-er.  Well,  sir,  1  do  not  know  that  a  worse  feeling  exists  between  them  than  used 
to  exist  before  the  war,  as  the  parties  were  then  arrayed — whig  and  democratic. 

Question.  I  see,  on  looking  at  tlu;  map,  that  your  residence  is  quite  remote  from  most 
of  the  counties  in  which  these  outrages  occurred. 

Ansu-er.  I  have  so  stated;  it  is  over  two  hundred  miles. 

Question.  You  live  in  the  extreme  northeastern  portion  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bavard  : 

Question.  In  what  portion  of  the  State  are  your  courts  held  ? 

Ansu-er.  They  were  lield  in  Edeiiton  till  recently  ;  they  are  now  held,  for  that  part  of 
the  StAte,  in  tlie  town  in  wbich  I  live.  Then  they  are  held  in  Newbern,  in  Wilming- 
ton, and  in  Raleiiih.  There  are  no  jdaces  designated  by  act  of  Congress  for  holding 
any  other  terms,  but  for  the  last  three  orfour  years  I  have  held  .special  terms  at  Salis- 
bury, at  Asheville,  and  at  Morgantown. 

Question.  At  all  these  places  you  have  attended  in  the  execution  of  your  duties  ? 

Answer.  Ye.s,  sir;  twice  a  year  in  the  cast,  and  once  a  year  at  the  western  points. 

Question.  In  your  oi>inion.  is  a  measure  of  general  amnesty  for  iiolitical  offenses  desir- 
able in  the  Static  of  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  I  think  a  luajiirity  of  our  people  would  say  it  is.  If  it  is  desired,  I  can  give 
my  individual  opinion  and  my  reasons  for  it. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  the  etleet  would  be  favorable  upon  the  good  feeling  of  your 
people  toward  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ? 

An.mrr.  Well.  I  am  a  sujjporter  of  the  Federal  Government  and  of  the  republican 
party,  as  federally  considered,  and  I  am  desirous  that  measure  should  be  adopted,  be- 
cause I  think  it  is  very  prejndieial — it  has  been  so  i'ar — to  the  present  administration 
and  the  Federal  Government  to  continue  the  disfranchisement. 

Wasihxgtox,  D.  C,  February  22,  1871. 
W.  S.  Bradsiiaw  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  CiiAinMAX : 

Quciiion.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  In  Alamance  County,  North  Carolina,  about  eight  miles  east  of  Graham. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f 

Answer.  All  my  life  in  that  neighborhood. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  A  farmer. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  at  any  time  a  member  of  what  is  popularly  known  as 
the  Kn-Klux  organization,  otherwise  known  as  the  Constitutional  IJnion  Guards  or 
White  Brotherhood? 

Answer.  Yis,  sir;  I  joined  that  order. 

Question.  How  did  you  come  to  .join  it,  and  what  do  you  know  about  it? 

Answer.  I  joined  it  in  the  spring  of  lb6l>,  I  think.     It  was  represented  to  me  to  be  a 
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society  to  protect  ourselves,  our  property,  and  our  "vrives  from  depredations  of  auy  kind. 
I  attend(>d  not  more  than  two  or  tbrec  meetings,  and  withdrew. 
Quealion.  Where  were  those  meetings  f 
Answer.  In  my  neighbcihood. 
Qnesiion.  What  was  done  at  them  ? 

Answer.  Notliiug  much  ;  only  taking  in  new  members,  I  think. 
Question.  Who  was  commander  of  the  camp  you  belonged  to  ? 
Answer.  Mr.  Wood. 

Question.  What  was  the  number  of  the  camp  ? 
Answer,  I  do  not  knoAV. 

Question.  Where  did  they  hold  the  meetings? 
Answer.  At  the  house  of  William  Teer,  where  he  formerly  lived. 
Question.  Do  you  remember  the  oath  you  took  when  you  Joined  the  organization? 
Answer.  I  remember  very  little   about  it.    I  think  they  administered  some  sort  ot 
oath. 

Question.  Since  you  joined  have  you  made  confession  or  statenjent  in  regard  to  having 
belonged  to  the  order  'I 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  terms  of  the  oath  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not ;  I  remember  very  little  about  it. 
Question.  Have  you  seen  it  in  print  since  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Look  at  the  oath  now  shown  you,  on  page  2  of  the  President's  message,  in 
regard  to  North  Carolina,  and  say  whether  it  is  the  one  you  took. 

Answer.  [Reads  the  oath,  as  follows:  You  solemnly  swear  in  the  presence  of  Al- 
mighty God  that  you  will  never  reveal  the  name  of  the  person  who  initiated  you  ;  and 
that  you  will  never  reveal  what  is  now  about  to  come  to  your  knowledge  ;  and  that 
you  are  not  now  a  member  of  the  Red  String  Order,  Union  Leagnie,  Heroes  of  America, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  or  any  other  organization  whose  aim  and  intention  is  to 
destroy  the  rights  of  tlie  South,  or  of  the  States,  or  of  the  people,  or  to  elevate  the  ne- 
gro to  a  jwlitical  equality  with  j'ourself ;  and  that  you  are  opposed  to  all  such  priuci- 
ples :  So  help  you  God. 

You  inrthcr  swear  before  Almighty  God  that  you  will  be  true  to  the  principles  of 
this  brotherhood  and  the  members  thereof;  and  that  you  will  never  reveal  any  of  the 
secrets,  orders,  acts,  or  edicts,  and  you  will  never  make  known  to  any  person,  not  a 
known  member  of  this  brotherhood,  that  you  are  a  member  yourself,  or  who  are  mem- 
bers; and  that  you  will  never  assist  in  initiating,  or  allow  to  be  iuitiated,  if  you  can 
prevent  it,  any  onebelongingtothe  Red  String  Order,  Union  League,  Heroes  of  America, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  or  any  one  holding  radical  views  oi'  opinions  ;  and  should 
any  member  of  this  brotherhood,  or  their  families,  be  in  danger,  you  will  inform  them 
of  their  danger,  and,  if  necessary,  you  will  go  to  their  assistance;  and  that  you  will 
oppose  all  radicals  and  negroes  in  all  of  their  political  designs  ;  and  that  should  any 
radical  or  negro  impose  on,  abuse,  or  injure  any  member  of  this  brotherhood,  you  will 
assist  in  punishing  him  in  any  manner  the  camp  may  direct. 

You  further  swear  that  you  will  obey  all  calls  and  summonses  of 'the  chief  of  your 
camp  or  brotherhood,  should  it  be  in  your  power  so  to  do. 

Given  upon  this,  your  obligation,  that  you  will  never  give  the  word  of  distress  unless 
you  are  in  great  need  of  assistance ;  and  should  you  hear  it  given  by  auy  brother,  you 
will  go  to  his  or  their  assistance ;  and  should  any  member  reveal  any  of  the  secrets, 
acts,  orders,  or  edicts  of  the  brotherhood,  you  will  assist  in  punishing  him  in  any  way 
the  camp  may  direct  or  api^rove  of:  So  help  you  God.]  I  think  I  agreed  to  a  portion 
of  this,  but  not  all  of  it.  There  is  a  portion  of  it  that  was  not  in  the  obligation  I 
took. 

Question.  What  portion  ? 

Answer.  That  part:  "And  that  you  will  oppose  all  radicals  and  negroes  in  all  their 
political  designs ;  and  that  should  auy  radical  or  negro  impose  on,  abuse,  or  injure  any 
member  of  this  Brotherhood,  you  will  assist  in  punishing  him  in  any  manner  the  camp 
may  direct." 

Question.  Have  you  a  distinct  recollection  of  all  the  terms  of  the  oath? 
Answer.  I  have  not;  I  never  attended,  as  I  told  you,  but  two  or  three  meetings. 
Question.  Have  you  a  recollection  of  all  the  other  terms  of  the  oath  except  what  you 
have  indicated  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  is  the  oath  you  took  ? 
Answer.  I  think  a  portion  of  it  is. 

Question.  At  the  meeting  at  which  you  took  the  oath,  what  was  done? 
Ansxner.  I  do  not  think  anything  was  done  at  all  except  to  initiate  some  two  or  three. 
Question.  How  were  they  initiated;  by  persons  in  disguise? 
Answer.  No,  sir;  only  the  person  who  took  them  into  the  house  was  in  disguise. 
Question.  At  that  meeting  was  there  any  proposal  to  inflict  punishment  upon  any- 
body ?  ♦ 
Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Question,  How  was  it  at  the  next  meeting  that  you  attended  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  a  motion  to  have  a  raid  or  demonstration ;  I  do  not  think 
there  was  anything  said  about  intlictiug  puuishnient  on  anybody  at  al],  but  merely  to 
have  a  demonstration.  They  were  to  ineet  at  Ridge  meeiing-house.  1  think  it  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Wood,  or  he  cautioned  them  rather,  that  if  they  met  and  did  any  mis- 
chief, the'society  woukl  not  be  responsible  for  their  acts. 

Question  "What  was  the  object  of  the  raid  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  ;  there  were  but  a  few  words  said  about  it ;  I  had  never  heard 
of  it  before. 

Question.  Was  it  voted  to  have  the  raid  ? 

Ansteer.  It  was  not  voted  at  all ;  several  persons  opposed  it.  Then  some  one  proposed 
that  all  who  were  in  favor  of  it  should  meet  at  that  point  the  next  Saturday  night ; 
there  was  no  vote  taken  on  it. 

Question.  Did  the  raid  take  place? 

Answer.  I  understood  so. 

Question.  Did  you  attend  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  done  at  that  raid  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  at  all  that  ever  I  heard  ;  they  went  down  toward  Hillsboro,  I  under- 
stood, but  didn't  no  anything  at  all. 

Question.  Uid  they  raid  in  disguise? 

Answer.  I  understood  so. 

By  Mr.  Bay  Aim  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  a  band  of  disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  never  in  my  life.  This  man  that  took  these  fellows  in  that  night 
was  the  only  one  I  ever  saw  disguised. 

By  the  Ciiairmax  : 

Question.  Was  one  of  the  terms  of  the  oath  you  took  that  if  you  revealed  any  of  the 
Becrets  of  th(;  order  the  penalty  would  be  death  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Qvestion.  Incoming  before  this  committee  do  you  understand  that  that  would  be 
the  penalty  if  you  told  us  the  secrets  of  the  order  ? 

A)isirer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Tlien  I  understand,  if  -we  do  get  any  of  the  secrets  of  the  order  from  you,  it 
is  imder  the  apjirehension  of  the  penalty  of  death  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  that  was  a  portion  of  the  oath. 

Question.  With  that  statement  now,  are  you  willing  to  go  on  and  give  us  what  you 
know  about  liie  oi)erati(ms  of  that  order? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  notion  is  this  :  I  had  not  attended  a  meeting  for  six  months ;  I 
did  not  know  anything  about  the  organization  ])revious  to  those  violei\t  acts  being 
committed.  I  did  not  consider  myself  a  member  of  it  at  all ;  I  do  not  know  any  of 
their  secrets,  and  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  it  in  any  shape. 

Question.  Are  you  willing  to  give  us  all  you  do  know  about  the  order  and  its  opera- 
tions ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  am  perfectly  willing. 

Question.  Tell  us,  tlien,  who  were  in  that  camp  after  you  joined. 

Answer.  I  cannot  remember  all  of  them  ;  there  were  Mr.  Wood,  ilr.  Teer,  Mr.  Long, 
Mr.  Crutchficld.     I  do  not  remember  the  names  now. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  names  of  James  Foust,  James  Bradshaw,  and  Joseph 
P.  Thompson  ?  ' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  position  did  they  hold  in  the  order  ? 

Answer.  They  were  othcers. 

Question.  What  were  the  names  of  the  offices? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  ;  only  Mr.  Wood  was  chief. 

Question.  What  did  y(m  call  him:  captain  or  commander  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  was  not  there  long  enough  to  understaua. 

Question.  What  was  Mr.  Foust's  office  ? 

Answer.  1  remember  he  took  them  into  the  room  before  Mr.  Wood  to  initiate  them. 

Question.  What  was  James  Bradshaw's  office? 

Anstrer.  I  cannot  tell;  John  Teer  was  treasurer. 

Question.  Was  James  Bradshaw  a  brother  of  yours? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  a  second  cousin. 

Question.  What  was  Joseph  Thompson's  office? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember. 

Question.  Do  you. remember  John  Teer? 

Ansteer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Polk  Bradshaw  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  brother  of  yours  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  a  cousiu. 

Quesilon.  Was  Fisher  Bradshaw  a  member  of  the  organization? 
.    Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  brother  of  yours  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  a  cousiu. 

Question.  Milve  Teer  ? 

Answer,  lie  was  a  member. 

Question.  Are  there  auy  others  that  yon  remember? 

^Inswcr.  Haywood  Crutclifiekl. 

Question.  He  was  initiated  tlie  same  night  you  were? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Patterson  Thompson  also  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wliat  position  does  he  hoM  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  just  a  member. 

Question.  Is  he  a  justice  of  tlie  peace? 

Ansteer.  He  used  to  be. 

Question.  George  Crutchfield  ? 

Ansiver  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Any  others  that  you  remember  were  members  of  the  organization? 

A)isu-er.  I  do  not  remember  any  others. 

Question.  Are  these  all  the  ])ersons  you  met  in  the  camj)  ? 

A)isurr.  There  was  George  Long. 

Question.  How  many  members  belonged  to  the  camp? 

A7iswer.  I  do  not  know  ;  never  did  know. 

Question.  When  the  motion  Avas  made  for  a  raid  near  Hillsboro,  was  that  the  first 
you  knew  of  the  fact  that  the  organization  undertook  raids  of  that  kind? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question  You  say  you  opposed  it  ? 

Answer.  I  opjiosed  it. 

Question.  In  that  discussion  was  nothing  said  about  the  purpose  of  the  raid  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  Was  it  to  intimidate  anybody? 

Answer.  I  think  not;  my  notion  was,  it  was  just  a  demonstration. 

Question.  For  what  purpose? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  ;  thej'  very  frequently,  I  have  heard,  met  together  and  traveled 
about  through  the  country,  a  band  of  disguised  men. 

Question.  Have  you  no  inforuuition  from  any  one  of  the  members  of  the  organization 
of  an  intention  either  to  whi])  or  assassinate  anybody? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  never  did  have. 

Question.  Did  you  not  talk  with  a  man  named  John  R.  Stoekard  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  is  a  member  ? 

Ansicer.  I  think  he  was  a  member  on  the  other  side  of  the  river;  he  came  to  my 
house  one  day  and  told  me  he  wanted  me  to  go  to  the  hoxise  of  .James  Bradshaw  ;  that 
tlicy  were  going  to  make  a  raid  on  Squire  William  Allu'iglit,  mayor  of  Graham,  he 
understood.  He  never  told  me  who  gave  the  information,  and  asked  me  if  I  would  go 
and  see  .Tim.     I  told  him  I  would. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  the  intention  was  to  assassinate  him  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.     I  would  not  say.     I  know  tX\at  Squire  Albright  put  it  down 
in  that  way,  l)ut  I  toJd  him  I  didn't  understand  it  so  and  told  hiui  I  didn't  know. 
Question.  Was  the  afiidavit  read  before  you  after  it  was  written  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  not  you  state  in  that  affidavit  that  Stoekard  told  you  there  was  a  plot 
to  assassinate  Albright  ? 

Answer.  I  know  I  talked  that  matter  over  with  William  Albright,  and  told  him  I 
could  not  say  as  to  that,  biTt  Albright  himself  said,  "  Certainly  that  nuist  be  so."  I 
told  him  I  could  not  tell.  But  I  went  to  see  Bradshaw  e.nd  he  was  not  at  liome;  his 
brother  John  was  at  home,  .and  I  indicated  to  him  what  iirv  l)usiness  was;  and  he  said 
that  he  had  never  heard  of  it  himself,  but  he  said  if  ai^Hiiug  like  that  was  going  on, 
and  he  found  it  out,  he  would  try  and  put  a  stop  to  it. 

Quesiio)!.  From  your  conversation  with  members  of  the  organization  are^you  satisfied 
that  it  was  their  design  and  intention  to  nuirder  men? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  ;  I  never  heard  one  express  himself  in  that  way  in  my  life. 
Question.  What  is  your  belief  on  the  subject? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  notion  was  that  they  would  scourge  people;  I  cannot  say  that 
they  ever  murdered  any  person. 

Question.  Had  you  auy  conversation  with  Mr.  Boyd  on  the  subject  of  the  order  wish- 
ing to  murder  people  ? 
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An8v.-cr.  I  had  a  conversation  with  him,  and  I  told  him  I  "was  opposed  to  all  such, 
and  wanted  to  get  out  of  it. 

Q»c«//o«.  Why  did  yon  come  to  talk  about  murdering  at  all ;  how  did  you  learn  that 
there  was  any  murder  contemplated? 

Ansirer.  Well,  sir,  I  don't  know  whether  that  was  after  Outlaw  was  hanged  or  not. 

Qiiesiion.  You  say  you  and  Boyd  spuke  on  the  subject  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  aud  I  had  a  conversation  with  L)r.  Wilson  about  it. 

Quesiiou.  In  these  conversations  you  esj)ressed  yourself  as  opposed  to  murdering 
people  ? 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  snggested  the  idea  of  anybody  being  murdered? 

Answer.  Of  course;  Outlaw  was  hanged;  there  was  no  doubt  about  that. 

Question.  Was  he  hung  by  the  Ku-Klux? 

A)i.nrer.  That  is  more  than  1  can  tell  you. 

Question.  Were  you  with  them  at  that  time  ? 

Aiisirer.  I  never  was  with  them  ou  a  raid;  I  never  was  with  a  band  of  men,  either 
disguised  or  not,  in  a  raid. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
QiiCf<Hon.  Did  you  ever  tell  Mi'.  Boyd  that  you  were  present  and  witnessed  that 
hanging  ? 

Answer.  Never. 

By  the  Chairmax  : 

Queation.  Had  you  a  son  who  was  a  member  of  the  organization  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  other  men  of  the  name  of  Bradshaw  ? 

An>'irer.  I'iHlier  Bradshaw  was  a  young  man  and  .James  Bradshaw  was  a  young  man. 

Question.  Which  of  them  was  it,  if  you  remember,  that  Mr.  Boyd  disclosed? 
Answer.  James  Bradshaw,  Mr.  Boj'd  said,  told  him  he  had  been  there. 

Que.flion.  Was  he  a  member  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  you  have  his  name. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  a  conversation  Mith  any  member  of  the  camp  about  the 
murder  of  Outlaw  ? 

Ansiver.  Never  on  earth. 

Question.  Then  you  know  James  Bradshaw  to  have  been  a  member  of  the  same  camp 
that  you  were  in  ? 

Answer-  Yes,  sir;  I  know  lie  was  a  member. 

Question.  Now,  Avhat  brought  u])  the  sul)iect  of  your  being  opposed  to  the  murder  of 
men  iu  your  talli  with  either  Boyd  or  Wilson  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  Mr  IJoyd  named  it  to  me  in  Graham  at  first;  he  said  ho 
was  opposed  to  it,  and  so  was  I,  for  various  reasons.  He  said  it  would  drive  people 
from  our  countrv. 

Question.  Was"  that  the  effect  of  it? 

An-fwer.  Well,  I  don't  know. 

Question.  From  what  you  know  of  the  effect  produced  on  that  community  by  the 
hanging  of  Outlaw,  do  you  believe  the  ])eople  were  secure  in  their  persons  aud  jirop- 
erty,  when  such  raids  could  be  carried  on  iu  that  conuuuuity  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  a  great  many  of  them  who  lived  in  fear;  there  was  no 
doubt  al)out  that ;  they  have  expressed  themselves  so  to  me,  anyhow. 

Question.  These  men  you  have  named  as  members  of  the  camp,  are  they  all  in  that 
neighborhood  yet  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Question.  What  has  become  of  them  ? 

Answer.  I  think  some  of  them  left  about  the  time  Colonel  Bergen  and  Kirk  came 
there. 

Question.  Why  did  they  leave? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  without  they  were  afraid  of  something. 

Question.  Did  you  believe  that  a  number  of  them  were  at  the  hanging  of  Outlaw? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  left. 

(Question  repeated.) 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Have  you  any  opinion  about  it? 

Answer.  None  at  all.     I  don't  know. 

Question.  Did  none  of  them  ever  communicate  to  j^ou  ? 

Answer.  Never  on  earth;  no  man  ou  earth  who  was  present,  or  knew  anything 
about  it. 

Question.  After  you  ceased  to  attend  the  meetings,  did  they  give  you  their  confi- 
dence ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all.     I  did  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  inquiries  about  what  they  were  doing  in  the  campT 
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Atisiver.  No,  sir,  never  did. 

Question.  What  was  the  uame  of  the  order  you  belonged  to  ;  was  it  the  Constitutional 
Union  Guards  or  White  Brotherhood  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  remember  ;  I  think  it  was  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards? 

Question.  Was  it  either  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards,  the  White  Brotherhood, 
or  th(^  Invisible  Empire? 

Jnniver.  I  think  it  was  one  of  the  two  first  named. 

Queslion.  Of  the  men  you  have  named  as  belonging  to  the  camp,  how  many  belonged 
to  the  democratic  or  conservative  party  ? 

Answer.  I  think  probably  all  of  them  did. 

Question.  Was  it  the  object  of  the  organization  to  inflict  any  wrong  upon  members 
of  the  opposite  party ;  did  you  find  that  to  be  its  object  after  you  got  in  it  ? 

Answer:  I  think  not;  not  for  political  principles;  I  have  never  heard  of  anything 
like  that. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  of  their  whipping,  hanging,  or  doing  any  injury  to  any- 
body but  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  I  dou't  remember  any  case. 

Question.  Of  any  but  a  republican  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Questio7i.  How  many  cases  do  you  remember  where  these  people  in  that  county  were 
whipj>e<l  and  wronged? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  are  several  that  I  have  heard  have  been  whipped. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  without  I  would  call  them  over. 

Question.  Tell  those  you  remember. 

Answer.  Mr.  Corliss  was  whipped. 

Question.  What  was  he  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  I  dou't  know ;  ho  lived  at  Company's  Shops,  twelve  miles  from  where  I  lived. 
William  Simpson,  Cass  Holt,  a  nigger,  and  another  nigger  by  the  name  of  John  White. 
Outlaw  was  hanged  ;  Bill  Puryear  was  supposed  to  have  been  drowned ;  he  lived  about 
three  miles  from  where  I  lived. 

Queslion.  Did  you  see  him  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  him  ;  his  wife  came  to  my  house  the  next  morning  and  told  ma 
about  it. 

Question.  Was  that  done  before  or  after  you  ceased  to  attend  the  meetings? 

Answer.  Afterward. 

Queslion.  Wtm  Outlaw  hung  before  or  after  you  quit  attending? 

Answer.  Afterward.  Well,  I  dou't  know  what  was  done,  whether  they  held  meet- 
mgs  or  not ;  I  didn't  kuow  of  any  meetings  for  six  months  previous  to  Outlaw's  hang- 

Question.  Were  these  cases  you  have  mentioned  the  acts,  in  your  belief,  of  that  organ- 
zation  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  they  were  charged  with  them. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  they  did  them? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  would  not  be  surprised  if  they  did  do  a  portion  of  them  at  least; 
but  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  Were  any  of  those  men  arrested  and  tried  for  killing  Outlaw  or  Puryear,  or 
whipping  Corliss? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  were. 

Question.  Could  they  be  arrested  in  that  county  ? 

Answe):  W^ell,  sir,  I  don't  know;  I  suppose  if  there  had  been  any  evidence  against 
them,  they  could  have  been  arrested. 

Question.  While  you  were  a  member  of  the  order,  would  you  consider  it  j^our  duty  to> 
go  to  the  relief  of  another  member  charged  with  any  of  these  ofi'enses;  would  not  your 
oath  have  bound  you  to  do  it  ? 

Answer.  W^ell,  I  would  uot  have  done  it. 

Question,  If  you  had  obeyed  the  terms  of  your  oath,  would  you  not  have  been  bound 
to  do  it  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  that  the  obligation  was  that  I  would  have  to  be  governed 
by  the  majority,  and  obey  the  laws  and  rules  of  the  organization. 

Question.  Taking  the  terms  of  the  oath,  as  administered  to  yoir,  if  you  had  been 
called  on  to  make  a  raid  on  anybody,  would  you  not  have  been  bound  to  obey  your 
commander  in  that  respect? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know;  I  should  not  have  done  it. 

Question.  Under  the  terms  of  the  oath,  if  you  had  kept  the  oath,  would  you  not  have- 
been  bound  to  do  it? 

Answer.  W^ell,  yes,  sir,  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  And  you  still  sit  here,  and  in  disclosing  anything  connected  with  the  or- 
ganization, under  the  terms  of  that  oath,  you  do  it  under  the  penalty  of  death  from; 
the  order  ? 

19 
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Jmicer.  I  tliiuk  that  was  in  the  oath  or  obligation  that  each  member  took. 

Question.  Now,  is  there  no  instance  in  which  you  have  been  actually  called  upon  in 
reference  to  any  wrongs  committed  by  that  body  upon  anybody  in  Alamance  County? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world ;  no  instance. 

Question.  Have  yon  been  willing  to  assist  in  arresting  any  of  these  men  ? 

Answer.  Perfectly  willing ;  if  I  had  been  called  upon  I  should  have  done  my  duty. 
I  told  you  in  regard  to  Puryear's  wife  coming  down  to  my  house  the  next  morning. 
She  said  she  had  been  recommended  to  come  to  my  house,  and  told  me  there  were  two 
persons  come  into  the  house — I  forgot  what  time  of  the  night — and  she  thought  there 
were  about  four  outside.  I  asked  her  whether  they  were  black  or  white ;  she  could  not 
tell.  I  asked  her  if  she  could  see  their  hands.  She  said  they  had  something  on  their 
hands.  I  asked  her  if  Bill,  her  husband,  had  been  doing  anything  to  cause  auy  dis- 
turbance. She  said  nothing  more  than  the  way  he  had  been  treating  her.  I  asked 
her  then  what  he  had  been  doing.  I  think  that  was  Wednesday  or  Thursday  morning. 
She  said  he  had  whipped  heron  the  Monday  morning  previous;  that  he  took  down 
his  gun  and  loaded  it,  and,  while  in  the  act  of  loading  it,  told  her  he  was  doing  it 
expressly  to  shoot  her.  I  asked  her  if  there  was  any  person  present.  She  said,  yes,  two 
men;  tliat  Patterson  Thompson,  I  thiuk,  and  Henderson  Thompson  saw  it  aud  heard 
what  he  said.  That  led  me  to  believe  she  knew  something  about  the  matter,  and  I 
told  her  to  go  home ;  it  made  me  doubt  whether  anything  had  happened  to  him,  and 
I  told  her  to  go  home  to  Bill  aud  make  a  compromise. 

Question.  You  say  that  Puryear's  wife  told  you  that  Patterson  Thompson  was  present. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  a  colored  boy  in  the  neighborhood. 

Question.  Is  he  not  one  you  said  was  in  the  camp  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  was  Squire  Patterson  Thompson,  a  white  man;  this  was  a 
colored  man. 

Question.  Did  she  tell  you  it  was  a  colored  boy? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Que.slion.  Did  she  tell  you  how  many  there  were  that  took  her  husband  out  ? 

Answer.  She  said  there  were  only  two  that  came  into  the  house.  I  asked  her  what 
they  did.  She  said  they  blocked  up  the  door,  and  told  her  if  she  opened  the  doorsho 
would  go  u))  a  spout. 

Question.  \Vas  she  in  distress  about  her  husband. 

Answer.  No,  not  at  all ;  she  said  all  she  was  afraid  of  was  that  he  was  still  living; 
the  oidy  thing  she  seemed  to  regret  was.  she  was  fearful  he  was  not  going  t»  die. 

Question.  l)id  she  go  to  you  to  complain  about  the  killing  of  her  husband  1 

Answer.  She  canK^and  told  me  she  was  afraid  to  go  home.  Then  I  told  her  to  go  and 
get  a  dei)uty  sheritf,  or  Patterson  Thompson,  and  we  would  go  home  and  make  a  search. 
She  went  and  got  Captain  Clendennin  and  sonu;  other  men,  and  when  they  got  within 
a  qinirter  of  a  mile  of  the  house,  she  would  not  go;  they  almost  forced  her  to  go. 
We  di<l  not  know  but  he  might  be  hanged  on  a  tree. 

Qur.siiou.  Did  you  know  Puryear? 

Answer.  Oli.  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  strong  man? 

Answer.  A  very  strong,  robust  fellow. 

Question.  She  told  you  that  two  men  camo  in  to  take  him  out  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  there  were  about  four  men  outside  of  the  house  ? 

ylunw(r.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  after  was  it  that  Purycar  was  found? 

Answer.  1  don't  remember  how  long. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
■    Question.  What  Avas  she  afraid  to  go  home  for? 

Answer.  She  said  he  would  beat  her  to  death  if  he  was  there  alive. 

Qiu'stion.  She  wa.s  afraid  of  him  ? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir.  I  told  her  to  go  ;  and  that  we  would  aU  go,  and  if  he  was  there  aud 
commenced  beating  her,  we  would  be  there  pretty  "quick. 

By  the  Ciiaikiman: 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  was  alleged  to  have  seen  some  men  going  home 
who  hung  Outlaw? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  about  that. 

Question.  When  did  you  hear  aboiit  that  ? 

Answer.  1  don't  know  ;  I  heard  it  through  somcniggers.    I  cannot  tell  you  how  it  was. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  this  alleged  as  a  reason  why  he  was  drowned  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  that.  1  think  it  came  from  Graham  or  was  published 
in  some  newspaper. 

By  Mr.  Blaiii  : 
Question.  From  what  you  know  of  the  alarm  this  woman  felt  in  going  to  your  house 
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and  complaining  of  her  husband  beating  her  and  expressing  her  apprehension  of  his 
doing  it  when  she  went  home,  did  it  lead  you  to  the  conclusion  that  if  anything  had 
been  done  to  him  it  had  been  in  consequence  of  his  treatment  of  his  wife  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  general  opinion  in  the  neighborhood,  l^oth  among  the 
black  and  white  people. 

Question.  And  that  it  was  done  by  blacks  ? 

Aiisicer.  Yes^  sir  ;  and  I  didn't  know  what  course  to  pursue. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Queslion.  Did  this  woman  ever  come  to  you  before  and  complain  of  the  treatment  of 
her  husband  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  never  before. 

Question.  Did  she  go  that  morning  directly  from  her  house  to  yours? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     I  don't  think  the  sun  was  more  than  an  hour  high. 

Question.  She  told  you  she  had  beeu  taken  by  violence? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  threatened  that  if  she  did  not  stay  in  she  would  go  up  a  spout  ? 

Anstvei-.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  after  her  husband  had  been  taken  out  of  the  house  by  violence  and 
threats  made  to  her  she  came  and  complained  to  you  and  expressed  her  fears  that  her 
husband  would  return  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  she  did  that  any  way. 

Question.  Did  she  say  why  she  wanted  to  go  out  for  her  husband,  and  why  they 
threatened  at  the  same  time  to  make  her  stay  in  ? 

An.stve>\  No,  sir. 

Question.  She  did  not  want  to  follow  out  after  he  was  taken  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  asked  her  which  course  they  took,  and  she  said  she  couldn't  tell 
because  she  was  afraid  to  go  out  aud  look.  , 

Question.  They  threatened  to  make  her  go  back  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  she  did  not  say  where  she  wanted  to  go  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  where  she  wanted  to  go. 

Question.  Did  you  meet  members  of  the  organization  in  that  meeting  from  other  parts 
of  the  county  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember.  I  think  the  last  night  I  was  there,  there  was  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Mebaue  from  Mebanesville. 

Question.  Did  you  meet  people  from  other  counties  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  whether  the  organization  extended  into  other  counties? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Have  you  never  been  told  so  by  members  of  the  organization  ? 

Ansuer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  that. 

Question.  Did  not  Mr.  Wood,  the  commander  of  the  camp,  f,ell  you  it  extended  into 
other  counties  ? 

Ansicer.  I  don't  remember  distinctly  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Question.  Did  not  other  persons  tell  you  ? 

Answer.  That  was  my  uuderstandiug. 

Question.  That  it  extended  throughout  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  dun't  know  ;  that  was  my  uuderstaudiug  at  the  time. 

Question.  You  got  that  understanding  as  a»niember  of  the  order  after  you  had  been 
initiated  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  never  doubted  that. 

Question.  Is  not  that  your  belief  now,  that  it  does  extend  throughout  the  State  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  Are  its  members  so  kuown  to  each  other  that  they  can  communicate  with 
and  recognize  each  other  when  they  meet  them  by  grips  and  signs  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  I  have  forgotten  the  signs ;  I  could  not  give  a  sign  to  save  my 
life 

Question.  You  did  give  them,  but  have  forgotten  them  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  remember  them  when  Bergen  had  me  arrested. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  the  sign  of  dintress  was? 

Answer.  I  remember  there  was  a  word  they  used— Shiloh,  I  believe. 

Question.  Was  not  one  of  the  signs  two  claps  of  the  hands  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  think  one  was  to  put  your  hand  on  the  vest  and  slip  it  down. 

Question.  From  the  same  information  you  got  as  a  member  of  the  order,  how  many  of 
the  order  arc  there  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  ;  I  never  inquired  or  heard  the  number. 

Question.  Did  you  get  any  idea  from  the  commander  of  your  camp,  or  from  any  one  in 
the  order,  how  mauy  there  were  in  Alamance  County  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  never  did ;  I  neA'er  inquired  much  about  it ;  I  never  knew  much 
about  it. 


292  CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS    IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  how  many  belonged  to  your  particular  camp  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir :  I  suppose  fifteen  or  twenty. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  see  that  James  E.  Boyd,  on  pages  142  and  143,  gives  this  testimony  : 

"  Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  assassination  of  W.  E.  Albright  having  been 
determined  upon  ;  if  so,  how,  and  what  means  did  you  take  to  jirevent  it? 

"  Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  was  about  a  year  aud  a  half  ago.  I  heard  from  members 
of  the  organization  that  it  had  been  determined  to  assassinate  Mr.  Albright.  He  is  a 
citizen  of  my  town  and  was  a  friend  of  mine,  and  I  determined  to  prevent  it  if  I  pos- 
Bibly  could.  I  saw  some  other  members  of  the  organization,  and  told  them  that  it 
ought  to  be  stopped.  They  agreed  with  nie,  aud  by  the  assistance  of  some  others  we 
found  out  the  origin.  I  did  not  myself,  but  some  others  found  it  out,  where  the  attempt 
was  coming  from,  and  succeeded  in  preventing  it. 

"  Question.  By  what  means? 

"  J;(.v«f /■.  Simply  by  talking  against  it  and  persuading  them  to  desist  fi-om  their  plan. 

"  Question.  For  what  reason  was  he  to  be  assassinated,  and  where  was  the  determina- 
tion arrived  at  ? 

"  Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  in  what  particular  camp,  or  the  particular  man  that  deter- 
mined upon  his  assassination.  I  think  I  received  my  information  in  regard  to  it  from 
C.  C.  Curtis  and  W.  S.  Bradshaw. 

"  Question.  Did  they  give  you  the  reason  that  led  to  the  determination  ? 

"Answer.  The  reason  was  understood  to  Iw  that  he  had  made  himself  prominent  ia 
politics  there,  and  was  strongly  opposed  to  the  conservative  party — insisted  upon  the 
rights  of  the  negro." 

Question,  Is  that  true? 

Ansiver.  I  may  have  said  something  to  Boyd  after  Mr.  Stockard  came  to  my  house  and 
told  it,  but  I  know  iK>thing  of  tlie  outrages.  Stockard  himself  told  me  by  whom  it  had 
heen  determined,  and  I  may  have  sjiokeu  al>out  the  matter  after  that. 

Question.  Well,  you  did  not  tell  him  the  origin  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  him  that  this  thing  was  contemplated? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  never  knew ;  Mr.  Stockard  himself,  who  came  to  my  house,  did 
not  tell  me  where  it  originated. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  what  C  C.  Curtis  told  Mr.  Boyd  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  :  I  don't.  I  dou't  mean  to  say  I  never  spoke  to  Mr.  Boyd ;  we  might 
Lave  talked  about  it  afterward. 

By  Mr.  B  a  yard  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  at  any  time  undertake  to  give  James  E.  Boyd  information 
resjiecting  the  murder  of  Outlaw  or  what  had  caused  it? 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  Yon  mentioned  at  the  beginning  that  when  you  joined  this  order  of  the 
White  Brotherliood,  or  whatever  it  was  called,  you  did  so  under  the  ai)])rehension  that 
it  was  to  prot<;ct  your  family  aud  juoperty  and  the  families  and  property  of  your 
neighbors  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  your  neighbors  aud  that  community  been  suffering  from  depredations  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  right  in  "my  neighborhood  I  cannot  say  that  kind  of  things  were  done; 
it  was  not  very  far  from  where  I  lived,  thongh;  it  was  in  another  county.  There  were 
several  bavn-buriiiiigs;  one  was  l)nrned  in  my  county.  Then  there  were  a  great  many 
white  ladies  that  had  been  insulted  by  nigger  men. 

Question.  Was  there  a  sense  of  insecurity  among  you  with  regard  to  your  barns  and 
property  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  to  some  extent ;  no  doubt  about  that. 

Question.  You  were  afraid  they  would  burn  them  down? 

Answer.  Sonus  had  been  burned. 

Question.  You  say  a  grt'at  manj'  white  ladies  had  been  insulted.  Had  there  been  an 
atfcemi>t  made  to  ravish  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion.  Aud  you  understand  that  this  joining  together  of  this  organization  was  to 
prevent  such  things  as  that  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  that  induced  you  to  go  in? 

Answer.  It  was  that  induced  me  to  go  in. 

Question.  Are  there  such  sneieties  in  your  country  known  as  Union  leagues? 

Answer.  1  don't  know  ;  it  has  been  reported  so. 

Question.  What  was  your  understanding  about  that;  who  belonged  to  them? 
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Ansiver.  The  colored  people  were  supposed  to  belong  to  it. 

Question.  Was  it  the  belief  that  these  barn-burnings  were  the  result  of  an  organiza- 
tion araontj  the  negroes  ?  / 

Answer.  That  was  the  general  opinion,  I  think.  f 

Quesfion.  Was  it  lielieved  pretty  thoroughly  through  the  community  ? 

Auswer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Did  you  believe  it  ? 

AnsuTr.  I  believed  it;  I  could  not  tell ;  it  was  my  opinion  ;  I  might  be  mistaken. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  whippings  that  took  idace,  were  they  caused  by  the  acta 
of  the  parties,  or  were  they  ever  done  because  of  their  opinions  politically ;  were  they 
whipped  as  a  punishment,  and  for  what  ? 

Answer.  There  never  was  any  whipping  right  in  my  section  of  the  country;  these 
persons  that  were  whipped  lived  a  good  distance  from  where  I  lived. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  present  at  a  meeting  where  punishment  of  any  kind  was 
adjudged  upon  anybody? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  arrested  by  Bergen  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  were  you  when  you  were  arrested  ? 

Auf^wer.  I  went  to  Company's  Shops  to  attend  a  meeting. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  meeting? 

Answer.  It  was  a  district  conference  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Question.  A  religious  meeting  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  it  anything  to  do  with  politics  at  all  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  What  day  was  it  that  you  went  up  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  it  was  Thursday. 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Go  on  and  describe  your  arrest. 

Anstver.  Well,  sir,  I  saw  William  Harden,  and  he  told  me  that  Bergen  required  me  to 
report  to  him.  I  told  Harden  that  I  never  had  hardly  any  connection  with  it ;  merely 
joined,  and  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it.  He  thought  I  had  better  go  and  see  Ber- 
gen, and  he  would  let  me  off.  I  went  the  first  evening  I  got  there;  I  reckon  it  was 
Wednesday  evening.  I  told  Bergen  my  business  at  the  store,  and  told  him  that  I  had 
been  required  to  report  to  him  through  Mr.  Harden.  He  said  it  was  all  right;  he  did 
not  want  to  interfere  with  the  meetiiag  at  all,  and  told  me  to  report  to  him  the  next 
morning.  The  next  morning  about  9  o'clock  I  went  to  see  him,  and  he  had  left ;  that 
was  Thursday.  On  Friday  morning  he  went  down  in  the  country  after  some  persons. 
I  was  appointed  to  register  the  voters  of  my  township.  I  consulted  several  people,  and 
they  thought  I  had  better  go  and  attend  to  that.  I  went  to  William  Harden,  and  left 
notice  for  Colonel  Bergen,  giving  the  reason  why  I  went  home.  The  next  day  Lafay- 
ette Bradshaw,  while  I  was  registering  voters,  received  a  letter  telling  me  that  Bergen 
wanted  me  to  report  to  him  immediately.  I  stopped  everything,  and  closed  up  the 
books.     I  was  then  detained  in  camp  four  or  five  days  by  Bergen. 

Question.  Did  Bergen  make  any  statement  before  you  of  the  intention  of  trying  pris- 
oners by  military  commission? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  he  never  did. 

Question.  Did  Kirk  I 

A7iswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  you  came  down  to  Graham  to  make  the  affidavit  on  the  30th  of  July 
last,  before  William  A.  Albright,  clerk  of  the  superior  court,  what  induced  you  to  go 
to  do  so  ? 

Answer.  It  was  the  understanding  that  'William  R.  Albright  was  brigadier  general, 
and  that  he  had  control  of  the  whole  aftair. 

Question.  The  man  called  "  Red  Eye"  Albright? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Quention.  What  do  you  mean  by  control  of  the  whole  affair  ;  control  of  the  militia 
under  Kirk  and  Bergen  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  in  fact  I  think  Mr.  Stockard,  and  probably  Henry  Albright,  had 
told  me  that  William  R.  Albright  said  himself  that  he  was  brigadier  general,  and  he 
would  be  president  of  the  court  by  whom  the  prisoners  were  to  be  tried. 

Question.  That  was  to  be  a  court-martial  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  William  R.  Albright,  brigadier  general  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  about  making  this  statement  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  he  that  proposed  these  names  at  the  bottom.    I  told  him  I 
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did  not  know  Atlolphus  Moore.  He  said  he  did  not  want  my  opinion,  but  public  opin- 
ion.    I  told  him  I  did  not  know  public  opinion. 

Question.  This  man,  William  R.  Albright,  told  you  he  was  brigadier  general  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  tell  me  that  himself,  but  I  got  that  information  from  Stockard, 
and  probably  from  Henry  Albright. 

Question.  That  he  was  to  be  president  of  the  court-martial  to  try  the  prisoners? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  William  R.  Albright  tell  you  that  if  you  would  make  a  statement  you 
should  have  uo  trouble  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  he  told  me  I  would  be  released. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  j-ou  what  would  be  the  fate  of  the  people  he  tried? 

Answer.  He  said  they  would  suffer ;  there  was  no  doubt  about  that. 

Question.  Describe  to  us  how  you  gave  this  affidavit.  Did  you  make  the  statements 
voluntarily,  or  did  you  make  them  in  reply  to  questions  by  Albright  ? 

Answer.  I  did  it  in  reply  to  questions.  He  wanted  me  to  state  the  whole  conversa- 
tion.   These  names  he  proposed  himself. 

Question.  Did  he  let  you  speak  freely,  or  would  he  correct  you  in  making  the  state- 
ment ? 

Anstver.  I  did  that  myself;  the  statement  about  being  a  member  of  the  organization, 
I  did  that ;  he  wanted  me  to  state  my  connection  with  it. 

Question.  Did  he  suggest  to  you  the  names  of  the  people  himself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  your  afBdavit  I  find  this  language :  "I  had  information  from  John  R. 
Stockard,  who  came  to  my  house  and  told  me  that  there  was  a  plot  to  assassinate  W. 
All)right,  aud  told  me  to  do  all  I  could  to  stoj)  it.  We  talked  the  matter  over,  and  ho 
informed  n)e  that  .James  Ib'adsliaw  was  one  of  the  leaders;  in  connection  with  which 
one  was  .Jose] )h  15.  Tliompson,  Milton  Thompson,  Dick  Thompson,  Mike  Thompson, 
Alex.  Thomi)S()n,  and  John  Thompson,  of  I'atterson.  I  went  to  see  James  Bradshaw, 
who  was  not  at  home.  I  talked  with  John  Bradshaw,  who  said  he  would  use  all  his 
influence  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  I  had  several  conversations  with  Janu'S  E.  Boyd  on  this 
subject.  He  always  expressed  himself  greatly  oi)i)Osed  to  such,  and  urged  mo  to^o  all 
I  could  to  stop  it."  When  that  was  read  to  you,  did  you  tell  William  R.  Albright  that  it 
was  not  exactly  what  you  meant  to  say  f 

Answer.     About  the  assassination  f     Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  ])nt  that  in  your  mouth  ? 

Ansiver.  He  put  that  in  my  mouth.  I  did  not  know  whether  it  was  to  assassinate. 
Assassinate  is  to  destroy,  is  it  not? 

Question.  It  is  to  kill.     Did  you  know  the  meaning  of  it.  now  it  is  explained  to  you? 

Ansicer.  Oh  yes,  sir;  I  knew  the  meaniug  of  it.  I  told  him  that  night  that  I  did  not 
want  to  be  understood  so,  for  I  could  not  till  whether  they  nu'ant  to  kill  him  or  not. 

Question.  William  R.  Albright  took  you  into  a  room  to  ])ut  certain  questions  to  you, 
aud  then  suggested  certain  names,  and  a  jtart  of  that  language  he  suggested  to  you? 

Answer.  He  named  that  Avord  assassinate,  liimself  I  said  I  did  not  know  about  that, 
whether  it  was  to  assassinate  him — maybe  whip  him — like  others  have  been  whipped. 
"  Oh,"  says  he,  "of  course  it  was  to  assassinate,"  and  it  was  put  down  in  that  way. 

Question.  After  this  was  written  out,  did  you  read  it  over? 

Ansieer.  No,  sir. 

Qwcs/ioii.  Was  it  read  over  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  whole  of  it,  from  beginning  to  end? 

AnswiT.  I  reckon  so. 

Question.  Do  you  rememl)er  that  ? 

ytnswer.  I  suppose  it  was;  I  don't  remember,  correctly  ;  it  is  now  twelve  months. 

Question.  What  relation  is  William  A.  Albright  to  William  R.  Albright? 

Ansicer.  William  R.  Albright  is  William  A.  'All)right's  uncle. 

Question.  Is  William  R.  Albright  a  pretty  violent  mau  in  his  opinions? 

Answer.  Pretty  much  so. 

Question.  How  is  William  A.  Albright  ? 

Answer.  Ho  is  a  much  milder  man  than  William  R.  Albright — a  veiy  clever  man. 

Question.  As  this  statement  was  taken  from  you,  was  it  done  under  William  R.  Al- 
bright's suggestion  to  you  as  you  went  along?  Did  he  question  you  aud  takedown 
your  answer  ? 

Answer.  He  did,  with  regard  to  those  men,  and  that  word  assassination. 

Question.  Who  else  was  in  the  room  when  this  examination  was  going  on  ? 

Answer.  Only  one  otlier  person  besides  William  A.  Albright  aud  William  R.  Albright. 
I  forget  his  name;  he  lives  in  Graham. 

Question.  Was  he  a  witness? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  What  room  was  it  taken  in? 

Anawer.  In  William  R.  Albright's  house. 
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Question.  His  private  residence  ? 

Ansiocr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  commiiiiity  down  there  now  quiet,  peaceable,  and  orderly  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Do  jou  consider  property  and  person  quite  safe  there? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  disturbance.  I  cannot  think  of  any 
now  since  these  outrages  were  committed. 

Question.  About  what  time  was  this  whipping  done  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  it  has  been  twelve  months  since  Outlaw  was  hung,  and  these  whip- 
pings were  done  some  time  before.  I  think  that  was  the  last  act  of  violence  committed 
in  our  county. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  after  Outlaw  was  hung,  some  men  supposed  to  have  been 
guilty  of  the  outrage  fled  the  country  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  now  of  the  existence  of  any  organization  of  the  White 
Brotherhood,  or  do  you  believe  the  thing  bas  been  given  nji? 

Answer.  1  think  it  has  been  given  up.  So  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge,  no  such 
organization  exists. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  assault  of  any  kind  Tipon  person  or  property  in  that 
county  since  you  made  that  statement  last  July '? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  since  Outlaw  was  hung. 

Question.  Everything  seems  quiet  down  there  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  do  the  colored  people  get  along? 

Answer.  Very  well. 

Question.  They  sit  on  your  juries? 

Ansiver.  Oil  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Get  tlieir  rights  all  the  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  so  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge. 

Question.  Are  they  behaving  quietly  and  civilly? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  they  got  colored  schools  down  there  ? 

Ansiver.  They  have  none  immediately  in  my  neighborhood.  They  are  going  to  start 
one  in  a  few  days — trying  to  get  a  colored  teacher. 

Question.  Any  trouble  about  that  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  bit. 

Question.  No  disposition  to  interfere  with  them  ? 

Answer.  None  iu  the  world. 

Question.  Did  you  consider  the  taking  of  the  oath  which  you  took  prevented  you  at 
any  time  from  telliug  the  truth  before  a  court  of  justice  or  before  this  committee? 

Answer.  Not  at  all ;  I  think  the  very  first  proposition  was  that  no  obligation  tliat  I 
was  required  to  take  would  interfere  with  my  own  private  opinions,  my  own  views 
about  right  and  wrong,  either  to  my  God  or  my  country. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anything  in  the  oath  as  administered  to  you  that  would 
ever  interfere  with  your  duty  as  a  citizen,  whether  you  were  a  juror  or  a  witness? 

Ansive):  I  think  not.     I  did  not  understand  it  in  that  way. 

Question.  Would  you  not  have  felt  yourself  deterred  any  the  less  from  doing  your 
duty  as  a  witness  or  as  a  juror  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  a  bit  of  it. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Did  you  and  Mr.  Boyd  ever  talk  about  the' assassination  of  Albright  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  we  ever  did.     I  do  not  pretend  to  say  we  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  and  he  talk  at  any  time  about  the  affairs  of  this  secret  organiza- 
tion? 

Ansiver.  Oh  yes;  I  spoke  about  it.  I  told  him  I  was  opposed  to  everything  of  the 
kind,  and  he  said  he  was  too. 

Question.  Did  you  not  talk  about  it  frequently  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  suppose  several  times.  I  do  not  doubt  but  what  we  did  several 
times. 

Question.  Was  he  a  leading  member  of  the  democratic  pai*ty  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  candidate  for  the  legislature  ? 

^(iSH'tr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  man  of  good  character  and  understanding  ? 

Answer.  Oh  yes. 

Question.  You  and  h«  tallied  aboirt  the  matter,  and  agreed  between  yourselves  that 
the  outrages  that  were  being  perpetrated  would  have  to  be  stopped  ? 

Answe):  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Now,  can  you  say  that  in  any  of  these  conversations  you  did  not  talk  about 
what  was  intended  to  be  done  against  Albrioiht  ? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  remember.  I  do  not  doubt  but  what  we  did,  but  there  is  one  thing 
certain,  I  never  told  him  where  it  started  or  who  was  going  to  do  it ;  I  never  had  any 
knowledge. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  C.  C.  Curtiss  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu<'stion.  Who  is  he  ? 

Answei:  A  farmer  who  lives  some  five  miles  from  where  I  live. 

Question.  Is  he  acquainted  with  Mr.  Boyd  ? 

Answer.  Oh  yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  what  communication  Mr.  Curtiss  made  to  Mr.  Boyd  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  seemed  very  frank  with  him. 

Question.  Is  he  a  member  of  the  order  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  a  very  prominent  man. 

Question.  You  have  not  named  him,  however,  as  being  one  of  the  members. 

Answer.  He  belongs  to  another  portion  of  the  county,  but  I  am  satisfied  he  is  a  mem- 
ber, for  he  was  a  witness  at  Raleigh  ;  he  said  so  himself. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  barn-burning  in  another  county :  what  county  was 
that? 

Answer.  Orange,  and  one  in  Alamance.  There  were  three  barn-burnings  in  one 
aight  in  the  same  neighborhood. 

Question.  How  long  before  the  organization  of  the  White  Brotherhood  were  they 
burned  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  anybody  arrested  for  burning  them  ? 

Answer  Yes,  sir,  some  niggera. 

Question.  Tried  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  probably.     There  was  a  nigger  tried. 

Question.  Was  he  convicted  or  acquitted? 

Answer.  I  do  not  r(;m(?niV)er.  . 

Question.  What  is  you  impression  ? 

Ansuwr.  I  think  ho  was  not  convicted.  I  think  tliere  were  two  niggers  put  in  jail. 
This  is  wliat  I  understand,  and  what  is  the  general  understanding  ;  and  I  think  they 
were  taken  out  by  force. 

Question.  Wluit  was  done  with  them  ? 

Answer.  I  think  one  was  shot.  He  was  not  killed,  and  the  next  morning  they  were 
caught  and  i)ut  back.  I  think  this  one  that  was  shot  died,  and  the  other  was  tried  and 
acquitted. 

Question.  Who  took  them  out  of  jail  ? 

Answer.  I  <lou't  iiuow. 

Question.  Was  there  an  organization  of  the  White  Brotherhood  in  Orange  County  at 
that  time  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  there  was  or  not. 

Question.  How  long  was  that  before  your  organization  in  Alamance  County  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  remember  when  tiiat  was. 

Question.  Was  it  before  it  at  all  that  the  negroes  were  taken  out  and  the  barns  burned  ? 

Ansiver.  1  think  it  was  before  I  was  a  member. 

Question.  That  was  one  of  the  barn-V)urnings  in  Orange  County  ;  was  there  any  other, 
burning  given  as  a  reason  for  organizing  it  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any  other  hurnings  in  that  section  of  the  country. 

Question.  Then  that  single  barn-burning  was  the  reason  given  for  organizing  the 
White  BrotlK-rhood  ? 

Atisicer.  Tiiat  with  other  things. 

Question.  Was  the  burning  of  any  other  barn  than  this  one  alleged  as  a  reason  for  the 
organization  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  barn-burning  was  assigned  as  a  reason  any  more 
than  other  things. 

Question.  You  say  white  ladies  had  been  insulted ;  can  you  name  any  in  your  neigh- 
borhood ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  I  remember  one  case  in  my  immediate  neighborliood  by  a  nigger 
man,  Mr.  Thompson's  daughter.  The  nigger  did  not  live  more  than  half  a  mile  from 
my  house. 

Question.  What  became  of  him  ?  Was  ho  arrested  ? 

Answer.  He  lied  the  country. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  • 

Question.  Did  he  undertake  to  ravish  the  young  lady  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  he  ever  return  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

QuesHon.  Any  other  instance  ? 

Anaivei:  There  was  one  about  Company's  Shops  ;  the  hoy  was  arrested  and  hanged. 

Question.  Was  he  tried  and  convicted  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Any  other  instance  ? 

Answer.  None  in  my  neighborhood. 

Question.  Was  there  any  trouble  in  convicting  negroes  when  they  were  arrested  and 
tried  for  offenses  of  that  kind,  with  the  evidence  against  them  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  What  justification,  then,  was  there  for  the  formation  of  the  White  Brother- 
hood if  the  law  could  be  executed  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  that  was  just  alleged  as  a  reason. 

Question.  Was  it  alleged  as  a  pretext  ? 

Answer.  And  then  It  was  argued  by  some  that  whenever  they  were  tried  and  con- 
victed thoy  were  pardoned  by  the  governor. 

Question.  That  man  that  was  hanged  was  not  pardoned,  was  he  ? 

AnsivtT.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  about  the  other  man  ? 

Answer.  The  other  man  was  never  tired. 

Question.  Then  was  anybody  pardoned  in  your  county? 

Anstver.  I  do  not  know.     I  cannot  remember  the  names. 

Question.  AVas  there  any  negro  tried  and  convicted  in  your  county  and  pardoned  ? 

Answei:  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  this  allegation  about  protecting  yourselves  from  the  wrongs  of  the 
negroes  a  mere  pretext  for  that  organization  ?  Was  there  anything  real  in  it? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  do  you  believe  about  it? 

Avswer.  My  own  opinion  about  it  was  that  the  civil  law  conld  always  he  executed. 

Question.  And  that  there  was  no  reason  to  justify  the  organization  of  that  society  for 
that  purpose  ?  What  do  you  say  to  that  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so;  that  is  my  opinion.  I  think  the  civil  law  could  always  be  exe- 
cuted in  my  county  at  any  time. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  about  your  arrest  by  Colonel  Bergen.  Was  there  any 
violence  offered  to  you  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  Were  you  permitted  to  go  upon  your  own  assurance  that  you  would  re- 
turn ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  when  I  was  first  arrested. 

Question.  Was  there  any  violence  or  intimidation  of  any  sort  offered  to  you  to  compel 
you  to  confess? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  j^our  confession,  so  far  as  your  own  act  was  concerned,  a  voluntary 
one? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  after  hearing  what  I  did  about  Squire  Albright  having  this  power, 
and  having  conversations  about  it.  Any  way,  I  wanted  to  be  at  home  attending  to  my 
business,  and  I  thought  it  was  better  for  me  to  do  it. 

Question.  But  you  were  not  influenced  to  tell  anything  but  what  was  actually  true 
in  your  statement  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  With  regard  to  the  character  of  these  men,  he  proposed  their  names, 
and  I  told  him  I  was  not  acquainted  with  Mr.  Moore  or  Mr.  Thompson.  He  said  they 
were  desperate  men,  and  then  x)ointed  out  that  Mi'.  Moore  was  the  man. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  He  proposed  their  names  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Did  you  say  this :  "  From  what  I  have  been  told  by  members  of  the  organi- 
zation, and  by  those  who  ought  to  know,  I  regard  Peter  Foust's  boys,  A.  G.  Moore,  J. 
W.  Steele,  '.'avid  A.  Mabane,  Anderson  Thompson,  T.  T.  Turner  as  such  characters?" 

Answa:  I  did  not  know  anything  about  Mr.  Moore,  whether  he  is  a  member.  Some 
of  them  I  had  never  beard  of.     I  do  not  know  to-day  whether  they  were  members. 

Question.  That  statement  was  made  in  connection  with  this  statement,  which  I  will 
read  to  you : 

"My  impression  is  that  there  is  in  Alamance  County  seventy-five  or  more  desperate 
men  belonging  to  the  organization,  who  would  commit  any  crime  to  carry  out  their 
purposes  and  designs." 
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Answer.  That  was  proposed  by  W.  R.  Albright  with  the  whole  of  that  declaration 
from  that  out,  aud  I  told  him  I  did  not  know  these  names. 

Question.  From  what  information  you  now  have,  do  you  still  believe  there  were 
"  seventy-hve  or  more  desperate  men  belonging  to  the  organization  ?" 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea  about  it ;  there  might  have  been  that  number  and  there  might 
Lave  been  more. 

Question.  "Who  would  commit  any  crime  to  carry  out  their  pui-poses  and  designs?" 

Ansicer.  I  would  not  say  that. 

Question.  AVas  that  read  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  told  him  at  that  very  time,  "  I  want  you  to  understand  that  I 
do  not  know  these  meu." 

Question.  You  saj"  in  joui  affidavit  "  my  impression  is  that  there  is  in  Alamance  Coun- 
ty seventy-five  or  more  desjierate  men,  belonging  to  the  organization,  who  would  com- 
mit any  crime  to  carry  out  their  purposes  aud  designs."  Did  you  believe  that  to  be 
true  at  the  time  you  made  that  statement,  without  regard  to  the  names? 

Ansiver.  He  just  had  his  way;  he  said  that  was  public  opinion,  and  said  he  did  not 
want  my  opinion  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Mr.  Albright  made  you  give  that  as  your  opinion? 
Answei'.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  give  that  as  your  meaning? 

Answer.  I  wauted  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  and  I  talked  to  him  since,  that  I 
subscribed  to  it  as  his  (Albright's)  opinion.  He  said  lie  did  not  want  my  opinion.  I 
talked  to  him  afterwards,  and  he  said  that  he  never  intended  to  have  that  part  pub- 
lished at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  not  understand  that,  as  stated,  to  be  your  impression  and  not  his? 

Ansivci:  Not  a  bit  of  it. 

Question.  What  is  your  belief  now  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  members  of  the  or- 
ganization would  have  gone,  to  have  carried  out  their  purposes? 

Answer.  Oli,  there;  are  some  bad  men,  and  no  doubt  tliey  would  do  just  as  meanly  as 
they  could  do,  but  I  did  not  know  that  these  meu,  a  portion  of  them,  were  members — 
Thompson  nor  Moore. 

Question.  The  otlier  ones  were?  ^ 

Answer.  I  have  understood  Foust  was;  he  never  was  in  any  meeting,  though. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  about  your  interview  witli  Albriglit  as  brigadier  general ; 
yon  stated  tlint  you  did  not  get  your  iuforniation  from  him  about  the  militai'y  court, 
.  but  from  Stockard  and  Henry  Albright ;  is  lie  a  brother  of  William  R.  ? 

Answer.  Henry  Albright  is,  and  lie  has  since  shown  me  a  paper  where  Wm.  R.  gave 
him  a  parole  and  signed  his  name  brigadier  general. 

Question.  Was  not  Henry  Albright  a  member  of  the  White  Brotherhood? 

Ansicer.  I  understood  so. 

Question.  Did  he  not  sign  a  confession,  the  same  as  you  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  he  made  a  confession  ;  I  never  saw  it. 

Question.  Was  not  Stockard  also  a  member  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Both  these  men  who  told  you  about  the  intended  military  court  were 
members  of  the  Ku-Ivlux  organization? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  get  that  from  W^m.  R.  Albright  at  all  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  then  after  I  went  to  him  he  told  me  it  was  better  to  go  and 
make  confession. 

Question.  Look  at  the  statement,  now  shown  you,  dated  July  28,  1870,  signed  by  a 
number  of  members,  your  name  among  the  rest : 

"ALAMA^XE  County,  JuIi/  28, 1870. 

"We,  the  undersigned  citizens  of  Alamance  County,  do  hereby  acknowledge  that  we 
have  been  mcnilters  of  an  organization  in  said  county  known  to  the  jjublic  as  the 
Ku-Klux  Klan,  but  kuoAvn  to  the  members  thereof  as  the  White  Brotherhood,  or  Con- 
stitutional Union  Guard. 

"  This  organization  in  the  outset,  as  we  understood  it,  was  purely  political,  and  for  the 
mutual  jirotcction  of  the  members  thereof  and  their  families;  but,  since  joining,  we 
have  been  ])ained  to  know  that,  while  the  objects  of  the  organization  were  to  attain 
certain  ])oliti('al  ends,  the  means  used  and  resorted  to  were  siieli  as  would  shock  a  civ- 
ilized and  enlightened  people.  And  we  hereby  ]»ublicly  and  independently  dissolve 
our  connection  with  this  organization,  and  call  ujiou  upright  and  law-abiding  citizens 
everywhere  to  do  the  same  thing,  knowing,  as  we  do,  that  unless  the  crimes  which 
have  been  committed  by  this  organization  can  be  put  a  stop  to,  aud  the  organizatiou 
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itself  entirely  broken  up,  civil  liberty  and  personal  safety  are  at  an  end  in  tliis  county, 
and  life  and  prox)erty  and  everything  else  will  soon  be  at  the  mercy  of  an  organized 
mob. 

"  We  intend  to  see  that  the  signs,  grips,  and  pass-words  of  this  organization  are  fully 
exposed,  together  with  the  ijlans  of  operations,  &c.,  so  that  the  people  everywhere  may 
see  with  their  own  eyes. 

"  In  making  these  confessions  we  have  implicated  no  one  but  ourselves,  but  we  hope 
that  our  friends  will  take  warning,  from  what  has  transpired  within  the  last  few  days, 
and  immediately  withdraw  from  organizations  such  as  we  have  mentioned,  and  assist 
us  and  all  other  good  citizens  in  restoring  peace  and  good  order  in  our  county. 

"  Clement  C.  Curtis.  D.  D.  Teague. 

"  James  E.  Boyd.  A.  J.  Patterson. 

"  Robert  Hanner.  J.  A.  J.  Patterson. 

"  John  R.  Stockard.  John  G.  Albright. 

"  Jacob  Michael.  Christ.  C.  Curtis. 

"  J.  N.  H.  Clendenin.  S.  A.  Curtis. 

"  Henry  Albright.  W.  S.  Bradshaw. 

"  James  H.  Foust.  Jasper  N.  Wood.' 

Did  you  sign  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  your  name  there  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  was  it  procured  ? 

Ansiv&>\  This  is  the  first  time  I  ever  read  it. 

Question.  Was  Clement  C.  Curtis  a  member  of  the  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Robert  Hanner  ? 

Ansiiier.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  James  E.  Boyd  ? 

AnHU^er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  John  R.  Stockard  ? 

Ansive):  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Jacob  Michael  ? 

Anmver.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  Michael. 

Question.  J.  N.  H.  Clendenin  ? 

Ansiver.  Y(!S,  sir. 

Question.  Henry  Albright  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  D.  D.  Teague  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A.  J.  Patterson  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  I  am  not  acquainted  with  liim. 

Question.  Was  he  by  reputation  a  member  of  the  organization  ? 

Answei:  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  John  G.  Albright  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Christopher  C.  Curtis  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  remember  anything  about  him. 

Question.  S.  A.  Curtis  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  anything  about  him. 

Question.  W.  S.  Bradshaw  ? 

Answer.  I  was  one,  but  I  did  not  sign  that. 

Question.  Jasper  N.  Wood  ? 

Answer.  He  was  chief. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  Bradshaw  ? 

Answer.  None  other.  I  can  explain  that.  John  R.  Stockard  came  down  to  my  house, 
I  think,  the  same  day  this  was  signed.  He  told  me  what  was  going  on  ;  that  was  tho 
first  I  knew  of  any  ari'est  being  made.  He  said  they  had  signed  a  piece  of  writing  to 
the  eft'ect  that  they  were  going  to  disband  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  told  him 
I  was  entirely  favorable  to  that,  and  I  didn't  care  who  knew  that  I  had  belonged  to  it ; 
that  I  was  opposed  to  the  whole  system,  and  if  that  was  all  there  was  of  it,  he  might 
just  go  and  put  my  name  to  it. 

Question.  You  gave  your  authority  to  Stockard  to  put  your  name  to  this  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  never  read  it  before. 

Question.  Are  the  statements  made  in  it  correct?    Was  it  read  to  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  told  me  that  was  the  substance  of  it. 

Question.  Without  regard  to  how  you  came  to  sign  it,  do  you  say  that  the  statement 
in  this  card,  in  which  your  name  appears,  is  correct  ? 

Ansiver.  (Reads  the  card.)  No;  I  don't  understand  it  to  be  "jjurely  political."  I 
never  did  understand  it  in  that  way. 
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Question.  Is  there  anything  else  in  it  to  which  you  find  exception? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is. 

Question.  Then,  with  that  exception,  the  statement  you  say  is  correct  ? 
Anstvdr.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Do  you  now  say  that  "  the  means  used  and  resorted  to  were  such  as  would 
shock  a  civilized  and  enlightened  people?" 

Answer:  I  do  not  know  that  to  be  so  at  all,  because  I  don't  know  that  these  things 
were  perpetrated  by  that  organization. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  ? 

Answer.  Never  on  earth. 

Question.  Knowing,  would  you  be  willing  to  say  that  that  organization  had  committed 
crimes  against  "  civil  liberty  aud  personal  safety"  as  an  organization  ?  Did  you  know 
that  ever  to  be  so  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Would  you  ever  sign  a  paper  which  contained  that  statement  as  a  fact? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  drew  that  paper  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  James  E.  Boyd  drew  it  ? 

Atiswer.  I  have  heard  something  about  it ;  I  don't  know  that  he  did  it. 

Question.  You  never  saw  this  paper ;  you  never  put  your  hands  to  it,  and  you  say  in 
the  points  you  have  mentioned,  "it  is  not  true,  that  is,  about  its  being  purely  political, 
and  having  used  means  such  as  Avould  shock  a  civilized  and  enlightened  people  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 

Question.  What  was  the  kind  of  paper  which  you  intended  to  sign  ? 

Answer.  That  I  intended  to  dissolve  my  connection  with  the  organization. 

Question.  Was  tliat  all  ? 

Answer.  Tliat  was  all. 

Question.  You  did  not  say  anything  more? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  merely  to  get  out  of  it. 

Question.  What  other  men  signed  the  paper  in  this  way? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  talked  with  those  who  signed  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  only  with  Mr.  Stockard  ;  I  have  told  several  people  how  my  name 
happened  to  be  there. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  the  rest  of  the  men  whose  names  are  here? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  talked  with  Clendenin. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  ? 

Answer.  He  regretted  very  much  that  he  had  signed  it ;  did  not  exactly  understand 
it;  something  like  that. 

Question.  This  was  the  21st  day  of  July,  1870 ;  at  that  time,  had  Kirk  and  Bergen 
been  sent  to  tliat  cunnty  with  the  militia? 

Answer.  I  tliiuk  they  had  just  come  there;  probably  some  were  arrested — Scott  and 
some  others,  I  think. 

Question.  Had  he  begun  his  arrests  about  that  time? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

()«es/(0)j.  Did  it  put  the  community  in  great  fear  and  alarm? 

Answer.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  confusion  and  alarm. 

Question.  People  thought  they  would  be  arrested  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  W.  R.  Albright  exhibited  to  one  of  his  relations  a  roll  with  his  name  on  it 
as  Itrigadier  general,  and  told  them  he  was  to  be  present  at  the  court-martial  to  try 
them  ;  then  these  confessions,  such  as  you  made,  were  made  under  his  suggestion  that 
you  had  better  do  it  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  he  suggested  to  you  the  names  of  the  parties  and  points  of  the  affi- 
davits of  which  you  have  spoken  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  are  a  married  man;  have  a  wife  and  family  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sii\ 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  The  obligations  of  this  order  were  of  such  a  character  that  it  would  require 
some  such  nu'aus  as  this  before  anybody  divulged  them,  aud  nobody  had  divulged  them, 
before  these  men  came  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Washington,  D.  C.,.  February  22,  1871. 
Daniel  Worth  affirmed  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Aiistca:  At  Company's  Shops,  Alamance  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Ansioer.  Some  fifteen  years. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Ansioer.  I  have  sold  goods  there  up  to  the  first  of  January  a  year  ago. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  aii'airs  in  that  county  as 
affected  by  any  secret  organization  in  it,  of  any  character  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  anything  myself;  I  have  heard  of  disturbances  there. 

Question.  Are  there  any  secret  organizations  in  your  county  the  operations  of  which 
interfere  with  the  security  of  person  and  property  ? 

Answer.  There  are  certain  organizations  there,  but  I  do  not  know  anything  of  them 
myself. 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  any  of  them? 

Ansicer.  I  am  not. 

Q,ucstio7i.  Have  you  been  ? 

Answer.  Never  was  of  any  secret  society  whatever,  except  the  Freemasons. 

Question.  If  there  are  any  of  these  secret  societies,  of  which  you  have  sufficient  knowl- 
edge from  ljublic  information,  which  affect  the  security  of  person  and  property,  name 
them. 

Answer.  I  cannot  do  that,  because  I  do  not  know  anything  of  them.  But  there  cer- 
tainly has  been  a  secret  organization  which  has  committed  some  depredations  in  our 
county. 

Question.  What  is  it  called  ? 

Answer.  It  was  called  before  that  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  depredations? 

Answer.  There  have  been  some  Avhippings,  and  one  man  hung,  saiil  to  have  been 
done  by  this  organization. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  facts  that  bear  upon  the  security  of  soci- 
ety in  that  county  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  not. 

Question,  Have  you  had  any  general  intercourse  with  the  citizens  of  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Oh  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  those  whippings  and  that  hanging  which  you  have  mentioned  produce 
a  state  of  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  people  ? 

Ansiver.  It  created  a  good  deal  of  anxiety  ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  amounted  to  alarm. 
I  do  not  think  it  did,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends. 

Question.  Were  the  persons  who  committed  these  outrages  arrested  and  brought  to 
trial  ? 

Answer.  They  were,  in  the  case  of  a  whipping  that  occurred  in  our  place. 

Question.  What  case  was  that  ? 

Ansiver.  That  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Corliss. 

Question.  Were  they  apprehended  ? 

Ansiver.  He  charged  that  certain  parties  did  it.  They  were  brought  before  the 
magistrate  and  tried;  so  I  understood;  I  was  not»there. 

Question.  Were  they  committed  or  discharged  ? 

Ansiver.  They  were  discharged. 

Question.  For  want  of  evidence  to  identify  them  ? 

Ansiver.  I  suppose  so.     I  was  not  there  when  the  trial  was  going  on. 

Question.  Then  of  your  own  knowledge  you  know  nothing  about  this  occurrence  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  except  I  can  tell  you  that  this  man  was  teaching  a  colored  school, 
if  you  want  the  story. 

Question.  We  have  had  him  here  himself;  if  there  is  anything  you  know  which  will 
throw  light  on  the  subject  you  may  state  it. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  does.  My  cook  woke  me  up  that  night  and  told  mo 
she  heard  somebody  crying  at  my  gate.  It  sounded  very  much  like  a  child.  I  got  up 
and  went  to  the  door  and  made  some  noise,  so  that  anybody  might  know  it.  I  heard 
no  one,  and  went  back,  but  could  not  go  to  sleep  thinking  about  a  child  being  there. 
After  awhile  the  dogs  commenced  barking.  I  Aveut  out  and  walked  up  and  down  the 
road  some  distance  to  see  if  it  was  a  child.  I  thought  perhaps  it  was  a  child  lost. 
After  some  time  I  heard  a  noise  aci-oss  ihe  railroad,  near  by.  I  started  in  that  direc- 
tion and  met  Corliss's  wife  right  on  the  bank  of  the  railroad ;  she  had  not  dressed  ;  she 
told  me  the  story  about  disguised  men  coming  there ;  she  said  the  Ku-Klux  had  come 
and  taken  Corliss  away  to  kill  him.  I  told  her  I  hoped  not,  and  that  she  had  better  go 
back.  I  thought  the  best  thing  for  her  to  do  was  to  go  back  to  the  house  ;  I  had  no 
doubt  but  what  he  would  be  in  soon,  and  that  he  would  in  all  probability  teU  her  so. 
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She  started  off.  The  next  morning  I  went  there  very  early ;  I  suppose  I  was  the  first 
white  man  that  was  there.  1  got  Dr.  Moore  and  went  in  to  see  bim.  Slie  told  me  that 
he  came  in  a  few  minutes  after  I  saw  her. 

Question.  What  time  in  the  night  did  this  occur? 

Ansicer.  I  think  about  one  o'clock. 

Question.  Did  she  tell  you  how  many  men  came  to  her  house  ? 

Answei:  I  think  she  saul  there  were  three  came  in  the  house. 

Question.  Did  she  tell  you  which  direction  they  had  gone  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  right  up  the  road,  gone  west. 

Question.  Did  she  say  she  apprehended  they  were  going  to  kill  him? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  effort  to  go  after  these  men  ? 

Answer.  1  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  arouse  the  neighbors  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  go  to  bed  any  more.  He  came  down  directly  afterward, 
although  I  did  not  know  it  till  next  morning. 

Question.  The  woman  met  you  in  distress  and  alarm ;  told  you  that  three  men  had 
taken  her  husband  out  and  were  going  to  kill  Iiiin  at  Company's  Shops,  in  the  village, 
at  one  o'clock  at  night,  and  you  made  no  eflort  to  go  after  the  men  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  And  you  aroused  none  of  the  neighbors  ? 

Annver.  She  told  me  she  had  been  down.  There  was  a  watchman  kept  there  on  the 
ground. 

Question.  Did  you  arouse  any  of  the  neighbors. 

Anmer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  go  for  a  public  officer  f 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  believe  the  woman,  that  the  men  had  taken  her  husband  out? 

Answer.  I  liad  no  ground  to  doubt  it. 

Question.  Why,  then,  did  you  not  make  some  effort  to  look  after  the  men  at  that  time 
of  night? 

Answer.  She  told  me  she  had  been  down  for  the  watchman  to  go  after  them. 

Question.  Did  you  feel  afraid  yourself  to  go  after  them  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  did  not  care  to  go  around  after  them. 

Question.  Why?  Were  you  afraid  of  violence  to  yourself? 

Answer.  Well,  yes ;  I  should  have  been  afraid  to  have  gone  up  and  attempted  to  res- 
cue him  from  the  hands  of  the  party  that  she  supposed  had  him. 

Question.  Did  yon  think  that  was  the  part  of  a  good  citizen,  to  permit  a  man  to  be 
carried  oif  and  inako  no  effort  to  take  him  out  of  the  hands  of  lawless  men  ? 

Answer.  Well,  if  slii-  had  applied  to  me,  and  I  had  been  an  officer,  I  suppose  I  should 
have  felt  it  more  my  duty  to  go. 

Question.  What  position  did  you  take  with  regard  to  that  when  it  became  known  to 
you  what  had  been  done  with  Mr.  Corliss  ?     Did  you  make  any  effort  to  arrest  the  men  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did  not ;  I  wa«  not  summoned  to  do  it.  lie  went  and  made  complaint,  ac- 
cusing certain  parties  in  the  village  of  doiog  it.  They  were  all  arrested,  I  believe,  and 
carried  before  a  magistrate. 

Question.  Did  you  thiuk  he  was  getting  about  what  ho  deserved?  or  what  was  your 
reason  for  not  looking  after  hiin  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did  not  know  that  that  d«ty  devolved  upon  me. 

Question   What  was  your  sentiment  ?     Did  you  condemn  the  act  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  approve  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  excuse  it  or  seek  to  palliate  it? 

Ansieer.  No.  sir,  I  did  not. 

Question.  What  did  you  say  about  it? 

Answer.  I  had  very  iittle  to  say  about  it. 

Question.  You  saw  how  the  man  was  injured  and  beaten  the  next  morning? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  cripple  before  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  there  denounce  it  at  once  as  a  wrong  against  him  ? 

Answer.  Certainly,  I  did.     I  think  that  the  majority  of  our  citizens  did. 

Question.  Was  he  a  peaceable,  good  citizen  ? 

Answer.  There  were  some  objections  to  him. 

Question.  What  was  the  objection  to  him  ? 

Answer.  It  was  interfering.  He  would  go  up  to  a  couple  of  gentlemen  who  were 
talking,  no  matter  how  privately,  and  interfere  in  the  conversation.  I  snppose  that  is 
as  great  an  (il)jectiou  as  I  know.  I  luive  heard  a  good  deal  of  complaint  of  that  sort, 
and  I  liave  witnessed  myself  his  walking  up  to  gentlemen  who  were  conversing,  and 
interrupting  them.    I  do  not  know  that  there  was  anything  more  than  that. 

Question.  He  had  bad  manners,  then  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Quefiiion.  Did  you  hear  about  his  intruding  colored  people  into  a  church  with  white 
people  ? 

Anaiver.  There  was  a  case  of  that  kind  in  the  adjoining  county. 
Question.  Was  that  charged  against  him  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  adjoining  county. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  was  true? 

Jnswer.  I  think  it  was  true. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  instance,  beside  that  which  you  know,  of  the  person nl 
liberty  or  rights  of  any  one  having  been  invaded  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  was  passing  through  Graham  the  morning  after  Outlaw  was 
hung,  and  saw  him  before  he  was  taken  from  the  tree,  about  9  o'clock. 

Question.  Had  you  any  doubt  whether  he  had  been  hung  by  what  is  known  as  the 
Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  repon:  said. 

Question.  Had  you  anj-  doubt  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  saw  him  hanging ;  that  is  all  I  know  about  it. 

Question.  Is  there  any  organized  baud  of  j)eoi)le  in  your  county  that  you  would  at- 
tribute an  act  of  that  kind  to  '? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Would  you  attribute  it  to  the  Ku-Klux  from  your  knowledge  of  their  oper- 
atious  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  I  only  know  it  was  said  that  they  did  it. 

Question.  What  was  your  own  belief? 

Answer.  It  was  done  at  night  by  disguised  men,  they  say;  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  it. 

Question.  In  regard  to  these  operations,  have  you  sympathized  with  them  in  any  man- 
ner— these  Ka-Khix  operations,  as  they  are  termed  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not ;  I  do  not  know  but  what  they  are  in  the  county.  I  have  no 
idea  that  there  was  one  in  our  village  that  belonged  to  the  organization. 

Question.  Were  there  any  in  your  village  that  you  know  of  now  ? 

Answer.  It  turns  out  that  there  were  some  there,  at  least  according  to  the  evidence. 

Question.  The  purpose  for  which  you  were  brought  here  was  to  give  your  knowledge 
of  the  stare  of  security  for  person  and  property  ia  that  part  of  the  State  in  which  you 
live.  Give  us  any  fact  that  you  know  of  bearing  on  that  question,  within  the  last 
three  or  four  years. 

Answer.  In  my  judgment  it  has  been  safe,  although  there  were  these  cases  I  have 
spoken  of.  With  that  exception  I  know  of  no  other.  O,  as  to  property,  I  had  a  school- 
house  burned  in  the  place. 

Question.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ? 

Answer.  To  a  difficulty  between  me  and  a  man  that  lived  in  the  place. 

Question.  It  was  a  personal  question  ? 

Answer.  A  personal  matter. 

Question.  With  which  political  party,  if  either,  have  the  acts  of  these  Ku-Klux  been 
associated  or  identified  ? 

Answer.  Those  who  have  acknowledged  that  they  belong  to  the  organization,  I  believe 
have  been  acting  with  the  conservative  or  democratic  party.  Most  of  them  that  I 
know  of  have. 

Question.  Have  the  parties  themselves  taken  sides  with  reference  to  the  acts  of  this 
organization  ? 

Ansieer.  I  do  not  think  that  any  of  these  acts  of  violence  have  been  approved  by  the 
best  men  of  our  section  of  the  country.  I  think  you  will  find  that  the  best  men  havc^ 
disapproved  of  all  these  acts  of  violence. 

Question.  Which  party  do  you  act  with  yourself? 

Answer.  With  the  conservative  party. 

Question.  Have  members  of  that  party  ever  in  your  hearinar  justified  or  excused  the 
acts  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  of  any  one  having  done  so.  It  may  have  been  done,  but  I 
never  heard  any  one  justify  these  acts  of  violence  that  I  recollect. 

Question.  Have  members  of  the  republican  party  either  justified  or  excused  them? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  recollect  of  hearing  any  remark  by  any  man  justifying  them. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know,  have  any  of  the  members  of  the  organization  been 
members  of  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Have  you  given  i\s  all  the  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Alamance  County  that  you  have? 

Answer.  I  think  I  have. 
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Question.  All  the  occurrences  that  have  affected  the  personal  liberty  or  security  of  any- 
body ? 

Atiswer.  Yes  sir.  I  know  of  no  other  cases.  I  have  heard  of  some,  but  then  I  know 
nothing  at  all  about  them. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  say  you  have  been  fifteen  years  a  resident  of  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  All  my  life.    Fifteen  years  at  Company's  Shojjs. 

Question.  You  are  a  native  North  Carolina  man  ? 

Ansictr.  Yes,  sir. 

'^Question.  You  say  you  have  been  selling  goods  for  fourteen  years;  does  your  business 
as  a  merchant  lead  you  into  pretty  general  intercourse  with  the  people  of  your  section? 

Ansioer.  It  lias  till  a  year  ago,  when  I  closed  out  my  business  and  turned  my  atten- 
tion to  soniethiug  else.'  My  family  are  still  there,  but  I  have  been  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  State. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  tliat  you  have  a  pretty  good  knowledge  of  the  public  senti- 
ment of  that  part  of  the  country  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  most  persons  and  their  property  are  there  as  secure  by 
the  law  as  tlit-y  are  elsewhere? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it  ? 

Answer.  I  have  suffered  as  much  as  any  man  there  on  account  of  this  burning.  I 
had  a  handsome  house  burned  there,  but  tiiat  might  occur  anywhere. 

Question.  Was  that  a  case  of  i^ersonal  spite  against  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  these  acts  of  violence  have  been  caused  by  anything 
else  than  the  personal  vindictiveness  of  individuals  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  must  be  attributable  to  that. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  part  of  the  country  just  as  safe  and  quiet  as  any  other 
part  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  left  my  family  there.  I  have  been  passing  backwards  and  forwards 
for  the  last  year. 

Question.  Do  you  regard  it  as  safe  for  men  of  all  colors  and  all  opinions  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is. 

Question.  Von  spoke  of  Mi.  Corliss  being  in  the  habit  of  interfering  with 'other  people's 
matters  ;  was  he  in  the  habit  of  intruding  his  views  upon  other  people  and  talking  to 
them  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did. 

Question.  Was  he  a  rude  man  in  th.at  way? 

Answer,  lie  was  so  considered ;  I  think  he  was. 

Question.  Was  he  very  unpopular  ? 

Answer.  In  that  respect;  in  no  other,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  You  knew  he  kept  a  colored  school  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  feeling  in  the  community  against  him  on  that  ground? 

Answer.  There  might  have  been  some,  but  I  think  it  w;is  very  liuiitrd. 

Question.  Was  there  any  disposition  to  interfere  with  his  business  in  that  way? 

Ariswer.  Not  that  I  know  of  Speaking  about  the  school,  1  had  something  to  do  with 
his  coming  there  at  lirst,  at  least  iu  getting  up  the  school,  myself. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  it. 

Answer.  In  1^*1)5  we  linilt  a  school-house,  that  wo  occupied  also  as  a  church,  for  the 
■white  pe()i)le.  In  Idtid  the  ladies  raised  a  fund  to  build  a  church.  I  was  one  of  the 
building  connnittee,  and  was  appointed  by  the  coniinissioners,  iu  whose  hands  the  first 
fichool-house  remained,  to  sell  it.  I  told  them  I  thought  I  could  sell  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  school-house  and  place  of  preaching  for  the  colored  people,  which  they  wanted 
very  much.  I  did  sell  it  to  the  Government. 
Question.  Who  bought  it? 

Answer.  General  .Miles  and  Dr.  Vogel.  Dr.  Vogel  had  it  moved  off  on  to  a  lot  that  I 
succeeded  in  getting  the  railroad  company  to  give  to  the  colored  jieople.  Then  arrange- 
ments were  made  with  a  Philadelphia  association  to  send  a  teaclu-r.  They  lirst  sent  a 
lady.  -I  saw  the  superintendent  of  these  schools,  or  the  man  who  had  charge  of  them, 
and  I  asked  him  to  send  a  man,  and  he  sent  Mr.  Corliss.  He  had  been  teaching  before 
that  in  the  county  below  us. 

Question.  Were  you  anxious  to  have  the  colored  people  taught  ? 

Answrr.  I  was,  ami  am  yet. 

Question.  Are  your  relations  with  them  those  of  a  friend;  are  you  friendly  to  themt 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Desirous  to  see  them  improve? 

Answer.  I  am. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  wliether  one  or  more  of  tbe  men  wlio  carried  off  Corliss  and 
jvhipiied  liim  were  colored  men  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  saying  he  was  a  colored  man  ? 

Aiisiva:  I  do  not.  I  do  not  believe  I  ever  heard  him  say  such  a  thing.  There  were 
four  or  live  men  arrested,  and  neither  of  them  was  a  colored  man. 

Question,  Was  there  any  evidence  against  them  at  all  of  being  concerned  in  the  busi- 
ness ? 

Jnsu-er.  I  thiuk  not.    I  was  not  at  the  trial 

Question.  Who  was  the  justice  before  whom  they  were  tried? 

Answer.  Wm.  D.  Fosse'jt. 

Question.  Is  he  a  respectable,  worthy  man  I 

Answer.  A  very  clever  man ;  a  republican. 

Question.  Ho  heard  what  Corliss  had  to  say,  and  discharged  the  men  that  had  been 
arrested  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  Corliss  rendered  himself  very  unpleasant  to  the  jjeople ;  was  he  in 
the  habit  of  interfering  with  people  ? 

Answer.  Only  in  the  way  I  spoke  of. 

Question.  Was  he  by  conversation  ? 

Ansutr.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  do  not  think  he  was  a  tale-bearer,  anything  of  the  sort,  but  it  was 
just  as  I  told  you.    I  know  he  ofl'ended  men  in  that  way;  that  is  the  only  way. 

Question.  Was  he  an  eaves-dropper  ? 

Ansiver.  No;  I  cannot  say  that  he  was.  He  would  just  walk  up  and  join  in  any  con- 
versation, or  stop  conversation  between  other  j)arties.  I  never  heard  him  accused  of 
being  an  eaves-dropper,  or  slandering  anybody.  He  rendered  himself  objectionable  by 
going  up  and  joining  in  conversation. 

Question.  With  people  whom  he  did  not  know  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  just  as  liable  to  do  that. 

Question.  Have  you  yourself  openly  disapproved  of  this  act  of  violence  upon  Corliss  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  the  sentiment  of  most  people? 

Answer.  I  thiuk  it  was. 

Question.  Were  they  very  positive  about  it,  saying  it  was  a  great  wrong? 

Answer.  A  great  many  were. 

Question.  Without  respect  to  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  any  quiet,  orderly,  respectable  man  can  go  down  there 
and  teach  a  colored  school,  or  any  other  school  he  pleases,  with  perfect  safety  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  about  it.  There  was  a  yuuug  man  from  Maine  lived  at  my 
house  two  years  and  taught  a  school  of  white  children. 

Question.  He  was  welcome  ? 

Answei:  Entirely  so. 

Question.  No  disposition  to  interfere  with  him  at  all? 

Answer.  None  in  the  Avorld,  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Question.  Are  there  a  great  many  northern  people  around  you  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  gxeat  many;  there  arc  some. 

Question.  Are  they  treated  with  kindness? 

Answer.  I  think  they  are,  so  far  as  I  know.  There  was  a  man  recently  come  into  oui 
neighborhood  from  Pennsylvania  who  is  looked  upon  as  clever  a  man  as  we  have  in 
eur  community,  by  all  parties,  I  believe. 

Question.  The  people  all  welcome  him  ? 

Answer:  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Treat  him  kindly,  and  receive  him  as  a  fellow-citizen  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  EiCE : 
Question.  Did  he  act  with  the  conservative  party  ? 
Answer.  I  think  he  did.  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  voted. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Would  it  make  any  difference  what  a  man's  politics  were  if  he  behaved 
like  a  good  citizen  ? 

A7istver.  1  do  not  believe  it  would  make  a  particle  of  difference  with  that  man  if  he 
was  a  republican.    I  believe  he  would  be  treated  as  kindly  as  he  is. 

Question.  Does  it  make  any  difference  whether  a  man  votes  one  way  or  another  if  he 
behaves  himself  like  a  good  citizen  ? 

Answer.  O,  no ;  he  is  not  interfered  with  a  particle. 
20 
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"VVAsniXGTOX,  D.  C,  February  22,  1871. 

George  S.  Rogers  sworn  aud  examiuecl. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Quesfion.  VThere  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  lu  AlamaDce  County,  three  miles  south  of  Graham. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer.  All  my  life-time ;  twenty  years. 

Question.  What  is  your  occuiiatiou  ? 

Ansicer.  A  farmer. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  connection  with  any  organization  in  that  county  known 
as  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir  ;  not  known  by  that  name. 

Question.  Have  you  with  any  known  as  the  White  Brotherhood  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  the  name  Ku-Ivlux  get  out  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  that  a  name  that  the  "White  Brotherhood  gave  publicly  as  one  that 
they  could  deny  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  a  member,  then,  of  the  White  Brotherhood  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wlien  were  von  initiated  ? 

Answer.  In  the  fall  of 'l868,  I  think. 

Question.  By  wliom  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  his  name  ;  a  man  in  disguise  ;  I  did  not  learn  his  name. 

Question.  Wlierc  were  you  initiated  ? 

Ansicer.  Near  the  neigldiorhood;  in  a  field. 

Question.  Who  nuule  the  proposition  to  you  to  join  ? 

Answer.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Stockard.  He  came  over  to  see  me,  and  afiked  me  to 
go  with  him  a  piece  home.     I  went  with  bim,  aud  be  made  the  proposition. 

Qiicslion.  Was  lie  present  when  you  were  initiated  1 

Answn:  No,  sir;  lie  left  before  1  was  initiated. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  who  it  was  who  initiated  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  discovered  ? 

Answer.  Never  discovered. 

Question.  When  wen;  you  initiated ;  what  month  ? 

Answir.  I  <li)  not  know  tli»^  inoutli. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  continue  a  member  of  it? 

Ansicer.  Till  some  time  in  18(39;  there  had  been  some  whipping  done,  and  it  was 
alleged  that  these  parties  were  doing  it,  and  we  had  a  meeting  lor  the  purpose  of  put- 
ting it  down. 

Question.  Putting  what  down  ? 

Ansicer.  Tlu;  organization. 

Question.  Who  called  the  meeting? 

Anaicer.  I  sujipose  it  was  a  county  meeting.    Mr.  Long  was  the  chief. 

Question.  Were  you  one  of  the  commanders  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  county  meeting  that  Mr.  Long  called? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  you  happen  to  go  to  it,  if  you  were  not  one  of  the  commanders; 
was  there  anyboily  present  but  the  commanders? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  some  others.     1  do  not  suppose  they  were  commanders. 

Question.  Were  you  lieutenant  in  any  of  the  camjis? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  no  officer. 

Question.  How  many  of  the  order  were  present  at  that  county  meeting  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  there  were  some  fifteen  or  twenty  ;  maybe  not  so  many. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  at  that  meeting? 

Answer.  Well,  they  did  not  do  anything,  only  they  talked  over  what  had  been  done; 
made  some  inquiry  if  it  had  lieen  any  of  that  organization  that  did  the  whipping. 

Question.  Whether  any  of  the  jieoplo  of  this  society  were  engaged  in  the  whipping? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  that  was  not  all. 

Question.  Wliat  did  you  find  to  be  the  case? 

Ansicer.  We  did  not  find  any. 

Question.  AVhat  conclusion  ilid  you  arrive  at ;  that  you  would  keep  up  the  organiza- 
tion? 

Answer.  Wo  concluded  we  would  break  it  up. 

Question.  Was  that  unanimous? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  All  of  yoa  voted  in  favor  of  it  ? 

Answer .  There  was  no  vote ;  but  then  that  was  the  order  of  !Mr.  Long,  and  he  was 
the  chief. 

Question.  What  is  your  recollection  about  ttat  ? 

Ansiver.  Nobody  opposed  it ;  all  agreed  to  it,  I  think. 

Question.  Did  you  all  abandon  the  organization? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  attend  a  meeting  after  that  ? 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  How  many  meetings  had  you  attended  before  that  ? 

Answer:  I  attended  one  after  I  was  initiated. 

Question.  Only  one  ? 

Answer.  Only  one. 

Quesfiou.  What  camp  were  you  a  member  of? 

Answer.  Of  no  particular  camp  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Who  was  the  commander  of  the  camp  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Long  was  the  commander  of  the  meeting  that  I  attended. 

Question.  A  countj"^  meeting? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  in  the  camp  that  you  met  at  Graham  that  you  were  initiated? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  jiresent  at  the  whii)j)ing  of  anybody  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  anything  about  the  whipping  of  Caswell  Holt  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Will  you  look  at  that  oath,  (page  2,  President's  message,  in  relation  to 
North  Carolina,)  and  say  whether  that  is  the  oath  of  that  organization  ? 

Answer.  (Reads  it.)  This  is  part  of  it.  It  was  not  all  read  when  I  was  initiated.  I 
never  saw  it  all  in  full.  The  latter  part  of  it,  from  the  words  "  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public" down  to  "you  further  swear,"  I  do  not  remember  that. 

Question.  Are  the  terms  of  that  oath  the  same  as  the  one  you  took,  with  the  exception 
you  have  named? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  ^as  the  penalty  for  revealing  the  secrets  of  the  order? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  any  penalty.  • 

Question.  No  explanation  made  as  to  what  the  penalty  was  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  told  at  any  time  that  it  was  death  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  feel  at  libertv  to  tell  here  what  you  were  told  about  the  organiza- 
tion? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  consider  the  terms  of  the  oath  bound  you  to  obey  the  order  of  your 
chief  or  commauder  ? 

Answer.  As  far  as  I  was  able  it  was  und^stood. 

Question.  Were  you  apprehensive,  at  the  time  this  county  meeting  was  called,  that 
you  would  be  called  upon  to  do  things  you  did  not  consider  right  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  was  the  meeting  called  ? 

Answer.  There  had  been  some  whipping  done,  and  the  camp  wanted  to  find  out  who 
was  doing  it. 

Question.  Was  it  alleged  that  the  Ku-Klux  or  White  Brotherhood  had  been  doing  it  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  alleged  that? 

Answer.  It  was  neighborhood  report. 

Question.  Were  you  to  find  out  whether  they  had  been  doing  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  found  out  they  had  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  why  did  you  disband  the  order? 

Answer.  For  fear ;  they  did  not  want  to  be  accused  of  it  any  longer. 

Question.  How  many  people  were  members  of  that  camp? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  many;  about  fifteen  or  twenty,  or  not  more  than  twenty- 
five  ;  I  do  not  know,  of  my  personal  knowledge,  more  than  fifteen. 
Question.  You  did  know  that  many  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  you  learn  they  were  members  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  most  of  them  at  the  meeting. 
Question.  Did  they  wear  disguises  at  the  meeting  ? 
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Ansica:  Tlioy  -wore  disguises  in  case  of  any  one  being  initiated. 

Question.  All  wore  disguises  ? 

Answer.  All  but  that  person,  generally,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Were  there  never  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  persons  at  a  meeting  ? 

Ansirer.  Not  that  I  saw. 

Question.  How  many  were  present  when  you  were  initiated? 

Answer.  There  were  four  persons,  and  maybe  one  or  two  off  at  a  distance. 

Qnestion.  Did  you  recognize  anybody  else  outside  of  the  organization  as  belonging, 
to  it  by  the  signs  or  grips  ? 

Anmver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  recognized  two  or  three ;  I  do  not  recollect  how  many. 

Question.  Were  they  members  of  the  same  camp  with  j-ou? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  camp. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  was  chief  of  the  order  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  I  supposed  it  to  be  Mr.  Long. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  ? 

Answer.  Not  of  my  own  personal  knowledge;  only  from  hearsay. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  at  the  camp  at  any  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him  at  one  time. 

Question.  You  attended  one  meeting  ? 

Answer.  I  attended  three  meetings. 

Question.  One  when  you  were  initiated  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  at  another  regular  meeting? 

Answa:  Yes,  sir ;  and  then  at  a  county  meeting,  when  they  disbanded ;  I  understood 
that  night  they  were  going  to  call  another  meeting,  calling  the  officers  for  final  dis- 
bandonment ;  but  after  that  I  never  attended  any  meeting. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  whether  they  did  disband  or  not? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  the  same  organization  was  kept  up  afterward,  either 
under  that  name  or  that  of  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  knew  nothing  about  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards  till  after- 
ward. 

Question.  You  never  had  any  personal  knowledge  of  that  organization  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Of  the  persons  that  you  knew  that  were  in  the  organization  were  any  of 
them  rei)ublicans,  or  were  they  all  members  of  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  had  been  voting  the  republican  ticket  before. 

QueMion.  "Who  were  they  ? 

Amieer.  There  was  SIi'.  John  Roany. 

Question.  Anybody  else  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  recollect  any  other  now , 

By  Mr.  Rice  :  ^ 

Question.  What  ticket  did  ho  vote  when  he  joined  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  never  saw  him  vote;  but  then  it  was  the  opinion  that  he 
voted  that  ticket. 

By  the  Chairm^vn  : 

Question.  Under  this  last  clause,  "  should  any  member  reveal  any  of  the  secrets,  acts, 
orders,  or  edicts  of  the  brotherhood,  you  will  assist  in  punishing  him  in  any  way  the 
camp  may  direct  or  approve  of,"  would  you  have  considered  yourself  bound,  under 
that  i^art  of  the  obligation,  to  carry  out  any  part  of  the  sentence  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  would  not  consider  myself  Jjound  to  have  done  it. 

Question.  How  wore  you  released  from  it  ? 

Answer.  I  took  the  obligation  as  far  as  I  was  able.  When  that  was  repeated,  my  un- 
derstanding at  that  time  was  not  to  violate  any  laws  or  constitution. 

Question.  iVs  soon  as  you  discovered  you  might  be  required  to  do  that,  you  left  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  you  discover  that  you  might  be  required  to  do  that  ? 

Answer.  That  was  just  my  opinion  about  it. 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  that  they  did,  in  this  camp,  direct  men  to  be  whipped  ? 

A  nswer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  they  directed  men  to  be  murdered  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  none  of  the  members  ever  tell  you  of  any  whipping  directed  to  be 
done  by  the  camp  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  No  one  of  them  f 

Answer.  No  one  of  them. 
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Question.  You  admit  tliat  you  -were  initiated  into  the  Wliite  Brotlierliood,  and  that 
you  did  take  this  oath  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  portion  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  a  distinct  recollection  of  all  the  terms  of  the  oath  you  took  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  repeat  the  oath ;  but  I  do  not  recollect  of  ever  hearing  that  last 
sentence. 

Question.  The  one  I  read  to  you  ? 

Answer.  The  one  that  I  marked. 

Question.  That  is  the  only  part  you  could  not  remember  ? 

Answer.  I  could  net  say  positively. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  see  the  oath  before  in  writing  or  printed  ? 
Answer.  I  saw  it,  but  did  not  read  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  you  see  it  ? 

Answer.  In  the  camp  at  the  time  I  took  it. 

Question.  Was  it  kept  in  written  form  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  had  it  ? 

Answer.  The  man  who  initiated  me. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  What  made  you  join  the  organization  ? 
Answer.  I  joined  it  as  a  protection  for  myself  and  property. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Against  what  ? 

Anstver.  Against  burning  and  such  things  committed  all  over  the  country 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Had  there  been  any  burning  in  your  neighborhood  ? 

Ansicer.  There  had  been  none  nearer  than  four  or  live  miles. 

Question.  Who  had  been  burned  out  there  ? 

Answer.  People  had  had  their  barns  burned. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  recollect  how  many. 

Question.  Whose  bam  was  burned  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  name  any  burned  at  that  time,  but  shortly  after  that 
there  were  barns  burned. 

Question.  Shortlj-  after  you  joined  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  had  been  some  burned  before,  but  I  do  not  recollect  the 
names. 

Question.  How  far  away  from  you  ? 

Ansiver.  Eight  or  ten  miles.  * 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Ansiver.  There  were  four,  I  think,  burned  in  one  night. 

Question.  Where  ? 

Answer.  Near  the  Orange  County  line. 

Question.  Were  the  men  arrested  and  tried  for  it  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Yoii  do  not  know  whether  they  were  ? 

Ansiver.  ^o,  sir. 

Question.  Without  knowing,  then,  whether  civil  law  was  sufficient  to  bring  offenders 
to  justice,  did  you  deem  it  necessary  to  form  this  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  that  a  pretext  for  other  iiurposes  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Do  you  say  the  law  was  not  sufficient  to  bring  offenders  to  justice  in  case 
barns  were  burned  1 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  it  was. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was. 

Question.  You  were  afraid  of  your  barn  being  burned  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  was. 

Question.  For  what  reason  ? 

Ansiver.  There  had  been  barns  burned  in  the  neighborhood,  and  I  thought  miue  would 
be  just  as  likely  to  be  burned  as  anybody  else's.  -^ 

Question.  How  were  you  going  to  xireveut  it  ? 
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Answer.  Why,  if  any  one  was  caught  burning,  and  the  law  did  not  take  hold,  vre  would 
assist  in , 

Question.  You  tvouM  take  hold? 

Answer.  No  ;  we  would  assist  in  putting  it  down. 

Question.  Tell  us  how  you  were  going  to  do  it  by  your  organization. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  can  do  that. 

Question.  Suppose  a  barn  had  been  burued  in  your  neighborhood,  how  were  you  going 
to  remedy  it  by  that  organization  through  your  mode  of  proceeding  ? 

Answer.  We  would  find  out  what  we  could  about  it,  and  assist  each  other  in  the  courts. 

Question.  You  were  to  arrest  the  man  yourself? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  punish  him  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  what  was  your  mode  of  proceeding ;  was  it  anything  else  than  trying 
to  arrest  him  ? 

Answer.  We  would  bring  him  to  justice. 

Question.  How  ?  Before  the  court  ? 

Answer.  By  having  him  brought  to  court. 

Question.  Did  your  organization  ever  arrest  a  single  man? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  No  occasion  ever  arose  for  arresting  one? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  From  the  time  you  were  initiated  in  1868  until  1869  there  was  no  cause  for 
arresting  a  man  in  Alamance  County  ? 

Ansu-er.  There  never  was  any  arrest  there. 

Question.  By  the  Ku-IOux  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  EiCE : 

Question.  Did  you  get  alarmed  about  your  bams  being  burned,  or  did  somebody  teU 
yon? 
Ansicer.  I  got  alanned  myself. 
Question.  Did  you  hunt  after  the  order  to  join  it? 
Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Yon  did  not  hunt  this  protection  for  yourself? 
Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  until  that  night  I  did  not  know  there  was  such  a  thing. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  How  old  are  you  ? 

Answer.  Twenty  years  old. 

Question.  Are  you  farming  ? 

Answer.  Y"S,  sir. 

Question.  Live  with  your  father  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  his  property  you  were  speaking  of  that  you  were  afraid  of? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  four  bams  being  burned  in  one  night,  near  the  Orange  line ; 
was  that  in  Alamance  County  or  Orange? 

Answer.  I  fliiiik  it  was  in  Orjiugo. 

Question.  Did  that  make  you  feel  very  insecure  about  your  property  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  were  the  people  supposed  to  have  been  engaged  in  this  business  of 
burning  barns  ? 

Answer.  It  was  supposed  to  be  the  negi'oes. 

Question.  What  were  the  Union  Leagues  composed  of? 

Answei:  ^Mostly  of  coloied  men. 

Question.  It  was  to  guard  agaiust  that  that  you  sought  to  ally  yourself  to  this  organi- 
zation ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  yon  say  you  attended  three  meetings — first  to  be  initiated,  and  the 
last  meeting  you  say  was  called  because  crimes  like  whipping  people,  and  other  out- 
rages, had  been  connnitteil,  which  had  beeu  charged  totliem;  that  they  called  it  to  see 
whether  any  member  of  the  organization  was  coucemied  in  them  ;  aud  you  say  they 
discovered  that  they  were  not,  and  that  they  then  agreed  to  disband,  because  they  were 
being  charged  with  these  offenses  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quistion.  Do  you  know  about  that  time  whether  black  people  were  not  whipped  by 
the  other  black  ]>t'opl(!  in  disguise,  who  were  afterward  brought  to  justice  for  it  i 

Answer.  Yea,  sir ;  1  know  some  that  have  been  caught  at  it  aud  are  now  in  the  peni- 
tentiary. 


NORTH   CAROLINA.  311 

Question.  Were  there  other  cases  where  you  thiuk  they  were  not  "brought  to  the 
penitentiary  where  you  think  colored  peo^ile  did  the  acts  ? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  say  whether  they  did  or  not. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  such  cases? 

Answer.  I  heard  the  night  that  Outlaw  was  hung  that  his  mother  said  the  man  who 
held  the  light  in  the  house  was  a  black  man. 

Question.  Was  that  the  common  report  in  the  neighborhood? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  understood  she  swore  that  before  the  jury. 

Question.  Who  swore  that  ? 

Answer.  Outlaw's  mother,  before  the  jury. 

Question.  I  understand  you  now  that  when  you  took  the  oath  in  joining  the  White 
Brotherhood  you  understood  that  you  took  nothing  that  called  upon  you  to  disobey  the 
laws  of  your  country  ? 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  my  understanding.    I  requested  to  know  that. 

Question.  Whether  there  was  anything  contrary  to  the  laws  of  your  country  ? 

Ansuer.  Yes,  sir.  * 

Question.  Would  you  have  taken  it  if  it  had  been  meant  to  do  anything  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  your  country  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  arrested  by  Bergen  ? 

Answer.  By  a  lieutenant  of  the  name  of  Hunnicut. 

Question.  When? 

Anm-er.  On  the  26th  of  July,  1870. 

Question.  Where  were  you  ? 

Answer.  At  Graham. 

(Question.  How  did  he  arrest  you? 

Ansiver.  He  came  down  there  with  a  squad  of  armed  men,  part  black  and  part  white. 

Question.  Describe  what  he  did  to  you. 

Answer.  I  was  sitting  in  a  store,  and  I  saw  a  squad  of  men  pass  the  door.  There  was 
a  black  man  behind.  He  came  up  to  the  door  and  asked  if  I  was  in  there.  I  told  him 
I  was.  He  ran  on  past  the  door  and  caught  up  with  the  officer,  and  told  him  I  was  iu 
the  store.  I  supposed  they  were  hunting  me.  He  came  back  there  and  asked  for  me — 
asked  me  if  my  name  was  Rogers.  I  told  him  it  was.  He  told  me  to  consider  myself 
under  arrest.  I  said,  "All  right,  sir !"  He  told  me  to  come  and  go  with  that  man.  I 
asked  him  where  he  wanted  me  to  go.  He  said,  "  In  the  country  a  piece."  I  asked  him 
by  what  authority  he  arrested  me.  He  said,  "By  order  of  Governor  Holden."  I  went 
with  him  I  suppose  about  thirty  miles. 

Question.  How  did  you  go? 

Answer.  On  horseback. 

Question.  Whose  horse? 

Answer.  My  own.  I  got  to  the  camp  that  night  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  and  was 
put  in  a  tent  under  giuird,  and  kept  there  till  the  nest  day  about  ten  o'clock ;  then 
Bergen  came  to  the  tent  where  I  was,  and  told  me  he  wanted  me  to  go  to  his  tent.  He 
told  me  I  must  tell  who  hung  Wyatt  Outlaw.  I  told  him  I  did  not  know.  He  said, 
"You  are  a  damned  liar;  I  know  you  do  know."  Then  he  remarked,  "Don't  you  know 
that  'Dolph  Moore  and  Jim  Hunter  were  the  men  who  hung  Outlaw  f  I  told  him  I 
did  not  know.  He  said  again  I  was  a  damned  liar.  He  told  me  he  would  give  me  till 
that  night  to  tell ;  and  if  I  did  not  tell  he  would  make  me  tell.  He  said,  "  I  will  break 
yoiu-  damned  neck  if  you  do  not  tell."  Then  he  told  me  to  go  to  my  tent  and  stay 
there.  That  night,  about  ten  o'clock,  he  came  to  my  tent  and  told  me  to  come  up  to 
his  tent.  I  went  there,  and  he  asked  me  then  if  I  would  confess  that  I  knew  who 
hung  Outlaw.  I  told  him  I  could  not^ — I  did  not  know.  Again  he  said  1  was  a  damned 
liar,  and  went  for  a  rope.  Pistols  were  lying  on  the  bed  ;  and  he  picked  up  his  pistol. 
I  stepped  outside  of  his  tent.  He  put  a  rope  around  my  neck,  and  led  me  otf  to  the 
woods  about  seventy-five  or  one  hundred  yards,  and  asked  me  then  if  I  would  tell.  I 
said  I  could  not  tell — I  did  not  know.     Then  he  ordered  the  lieutenant  to  i)ull  me  up. 

Question.  Was  the  rope  put  around  your  neck  with  the  running  noose? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  He  stood  iu  front  of  me  with  a  pistol  cocked,  fastened  the  rope,  and 
the  lieutenant  pulled  it  until  it  was  tight. 

Question.  Did  it  raise  you  otf  your  feet  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  pulled  until  the  rope  was  tight  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sii\ 

Question.  Did  it  choke  you  somewhat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  did  he  keep  you  that  way  ? 

Ansiver.  I  suppose  about  a  minute  ;  he  told  his  lieutenant,  "That  will  do"— I  think 
those  are  the  words — and  the  lieutenant  let  me  down.  He  asked  me  then  if  I  would 
confess.  1  told  him  I  had  no  confession  to  make;  then  he  told  me  to  say  my  prayers. 
I  think  then  he  asked  me  if  I  had  anything  to  say.     I  told  him  I  had  nothing  to  'say; 
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tlien,  after  making  several  threats  to  kill  me  or  shoot  me,  he  took  the  rope  off  my  ueck, 
and  going  back  to  the  tent  he  said,  "  I  believe,  Rogers,  you  are  telling  the  truth,  and  I 
will  do  all  I  can  to  release  you  to-morrow  ;  but  I  cannot  do  it  without  orders  irom  the 
governor."  I  staid  there  at  Company's  Shops  until  the  3d  day  of  August,  and  then 
started  for  Yanceyville.  I  staid  all  night  between  Company's  Shops  and  Caswell,  at 
Moore's  store.  On  the  4th  of  August  there  were  about  fifteen  men  along  who  wanted 
to  stop  aud  vote. 

Question.  What  men? 

Ansicer.  Prisoners  that  were  with  me.  He  said  he  could  not  stay.  The  polls  would 
have  been  opened  about  half  an  hour  after  we  left.     We  marched  on. 

Question.  He  did  not  permit  them  to  vote  ? 

Ansive):  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  these  men  want  to  A"ote  the  conservative  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  so.  He  marched  us  on  and  left  the  hack-drivers,  who 
were  carrying  our  baggage,  there  to  vote.  They  Avere  colored  men.  We  went  on  to 
Yanceyville,  afid  we  staid  there  seven  or  eight  days. 

Question.  Were  the  colored  men  entitled  to  vote  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  After  staying  seven  or  eight  days  at  Yanceyville  I  was  carried 
back  to  Company's  Shops.  Staid  there  all  night,  and  until  the  nest  night,  when  I  was 
put  in  a  box  car  and  carried  down  to  Graliani  Station,  aud  from  there  we  mai'ched  to 
Graham  Court-House,  and  were  kept  there  till  the  19th  of  August,  when  I  was  released 
by  Judge  Brooks  at  Salisbury. 

Qucslion.  You  were  brought  into  court ;  was  any  evidence  brought  against  you  of 
any  kind  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Kirk  during  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wliore  did  you  see  him? 

Answer.  At  Yanceyville. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  court-house  at  Yauceyville  imprisoned  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  ? 

Answer.  Twenty  of  us  in  one  room. 

Question.  How  many  iu  the  whole  court-house  ? 

Ansiver.  At  one  time,  I  suppose,  about  fifty  or  sixty. 

Question.  Any  old  people  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  some  very  old. 

Question.  Any  who  were  suffering  from  sickness  ? 

Anstver.  Not  in  the  room  I  staid  in. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Kirk  say  anything  about  what  he  would  do  with  the  prisoners 
at  Yanceyville  in  case  he  was  attacked  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  him  ;  but  I  heard  some  of  his  men  say  that  they  would  kiU 
every  prisoner  there — slioot  every  damned  prisoner — that  was  the  remark — bm"u  the 
town,  and  kill  the  women  and  children. 

Question.  Did  they  say  those  were  their  orders  from  Bergen  aud  Kirk? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  W^hat  was  your  treatment  during  the  time  you  were  a  prisoner? 

Answer.  It  was  bad  ;  they  did  not  board  us  at  all;  the  citizens  boarded  us. 

Quenlion.  Who  supplied  you  with  food? 

Answer.  The  citizens. 

Question.  Were  these  men  abusive  iu  their  manner  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  they  cursed  us  some. 

Question.  Did  they  threaten  yon  with  their  weapons  ? 

Anstcer.  They  did  not  me.  Kirk  came  in  one  daj^ ;  we  were  joking  and  having  some 
fun,  and  he  said  if  we  did  not  stop  that  fuss  he  would  cut  our  damned  heads  oft'. 

Question.  What  were  you  doing  then? 

Answrn:  I  and  another  young  num  were  down  on  the  floor  scuffling. 

Question.  Playing  with  each  other  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  swear  at  you — use  violent  language? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  violent  language. 

Question.  What  kind  of  men  were  Kirk's  men  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  were  boys,  and  some  were  men  that  looked  seventy  or  eighty 
years  old. 

Question.  Had  they  any  uniform  ? 

Answer.  They  had  not;  when  they  came  some  of  them  drew  a  suit. 

Question.  AVhat  suit? 

Answer.  Unilonn  militia. 

Question.  Were  the  people  through  the  country  very  much  frightened  by  the  troops? 

Answer.  1  suppose  they  were. 
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Question.  Did  you  Iiear  of  that  afterward  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  any  outrage  by  his  men  upon  the  women  of  the  country — 

any  insults? 

J  nswcr.  No,  sir,  I  did  not ;  well,  I  have  heard  of  them  going  in  some  house,  hut  never 
any  insults. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  ? 

Answer.  They  were  in  search  of  the  men  of  the  house,  who  were  not  at  home,  I  sup- 
pose. 

QueMion.  All  these  facts  that  you  now  speak  of  you  have  sworn  to  before,  have  you 
not? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  been  examined  as  a  witness  before  about  this  thing  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  made  an  affidavit  to  what  you  are  now  stating  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  informed,  and  were  the  prisoners  informed  while  you  were  in 
Kirk's  custody,  that  he  intended  to  try  you  by  court-martial  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Bergen  tell  you  that  too  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  ]3ergen  told  me  we  woiild  be  tried  by  court-martial. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  whether  you  would  be  hung  or  not  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  tell  me  that ;  some  of  his  men  said  so — some  of  his  guards. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  ? 

Answer.  They  said  a  great  many  of  us  would  never  see  home  again. 

Question.  Did  Bergen  tell  you  ho  was  going  to  be  on  the  court-martial  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuGstimi.  Did  he  tell  who  was  to  be  on  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  that  William  E.  Albright  was  to  be  on  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  he  was  to  be  on  it  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  what  commission  he  held  ? 

Answer.  I  have  a  copy  of  his  name  where  he  signed  it  brigadier  general. 

Qtiestion.  What  paper  was  that  ? 

Ansicei:  It  was  a  pardon  to  one  of  my  neighbors. 

Question.  On  what  condition  did  he  do  that  ? 

Answer.  By  confessing  that  he  belonged  to  the  White  Brotherhood. 

Question.  Then  he,  as  brigadier  general,  granted  j)ardon  in  case  the  man  should  con- 
fess that  he  belonged  to  the  White  Brotherhood  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  knew  of  him  pardoning  several  men — at  least  they  told  me  he 
pardoned  them — for  a  small  sum  of  money. 

Question.  And  for  coming  forward  and  confessing  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  say  he  had  the  power  to  pardon  them,  or  not,  from  the  governor  ? 

A7iswer.  I  did  not  hear  him  say. 

Question.    Did  they  consider  he  had  that  jiower  ? 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  to  be  on  this  military  commission  ? 

Answer.  I  have  understood  so  since. 

Question.  Is  William  11.  Albright  a  pretty  violent  man  in  his  opinions  and  conduct  ? 

Ansivcr.  I  can  hardly  say.    A  short  time  ago  he  was  in  the  asylum. 

Question.  What  asylum  ? 

Answer.  The  lunatic  asylum  at  Ealeigh. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? 

Ansiver.  About  twelve  months  before  this  thing  happened. 

Question.  How  long  was  he  there  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  recollect ;  some  two  months,  I  think,  or  over. 

Question.  Was  that  from  over-excitement  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  Is  he  a  very  excitable  man  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  very  excitable. 

Question.  You  know  the  fact  that  he  was  in  the  asylum  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sh'.' 

Question.  Tliat  is  a  fact  well  known  in  the  country  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  lived  there  as  a  boy,  for  the  la^t  five  years  since  the  war,  and 
live  there  now  ;  how  are  things  there  now  in  the  way  of  peace  and  quiet  ? 

Answer.  I  never  was  in  a  more  peaceable  country  than  it  is. 
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Question.  Everything  quiet  ? 

Ansicer.  Yea,  sir  ;  everything  appears  to  be  quiet. 

Quesfion.  You  were  under  arrest  in  the  last  election  and  not  able  to  vote  ? 

J)isw(r.  I  was  not  entitled  to  vote  ;  I  wiis  under  age. 

Question.  Are  there  colored  schools  throughout  that  country  in  different  places? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  disturbed  by  anybody,  that  you  know  of? 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QucMion.  Do  people  feel,  now,  reasonably  safe  in  their  homes  and  preperty  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  suppose  they  do  ;  I  think  there  is  no  danger. 

Question.  Do  you  think  every  man  there  is  safe  ;  black  and  white  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say,  distinctly,  that  you  never  knew  a  council  in  the 
cam)>  pass  upon  the  question  of  puni  hing  anybody? 

Answei'.  No,  sir;  never  did. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  take  part  in  the  punishment  of  any  man  ? 

Answe7\  No,  sir. 

Question.  I  understand  you,  also,  to  say,  that  it  was  because  some  of  these  deeds  had 
been  imputed  to  the  "Wliite  Brotherhood,  that  they  met  to  consider  whether  any  ot 
their  memb(!rs  had  done  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  was  Outlaw's  murder  among  those  deeds  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  after  the  organization  was  disbanded  that  Outlaw's  murder  took 
place. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  that  organization  which  you  joined  is  totally  at  an 
end  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  know  it  does  not  exist? 

A  nsirer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  You  know  that  those  members  that  you  knew  before,  personally,  agree 
with  yon  in  that  opinion  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  the  meeting  of  fifteen  or  twenty,  which  you  say  this  county  meeting 
was  comi^osed  of,  how  did  you  ascertain  that  none  of  the  White  Brotherhood  had  com- 
mitted any  of  these  outrages  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  we  had  a  meeting,  and  it  was  requested  by  Mr.  Long  to  know. 

Question.  Could  j'ou  ascertain  any  more  than  that  the  fifteen  or  twenty  there  had  not 
participated  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  could  not  tell  whether  others  who  were  not  at  that  meeting  had  com- 
mitted them  or  not  ? 

Anrnver.  No,  sir  ;  we  could  not  tell. 

Question.  You  were  not  a  property  owner,  and  did  not  own  the  barn  you  were  appre- 
hensive about  being  burned  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Your  father  was  owner  of  it ;  was  he  a  member  of  the  order  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  He  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  join? 

Ansicer.   No,  sir  ;  he  is  a  very  old  man. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Is  your  mother  living  ? 
Atisieer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Have  you  sisters  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  three  small  sisters. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qui^stion.  You  have  spoken  of  the  statement  of  Mrs.  Outlaw  about  a  black  man  being 
there  ;  did  she  state  that  he  was  a  negro  or  that  he  was  blacked  ? 

Answer.  That  ho  was  a  colored  man,  that  was  my  understanding.  I  never  heard  her 
state  that,  but  it  was  the  report.  , 

Question.  Now,  can  you  say  that  she  stated  that  the  man  was  bljick  and  disguised 
himself,  or  that  lie  was  a  colored  man  ? 

Answrr.  That  he  was  a  colored  man  was  the  way  I  understood  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  colored  man  being  admitted  into  the  White 
Brothcrliood  ?  Could  a  colored  man  be  a  member  of  it  according  to  your  understanding 
of  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  could. 
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Question.  Could  be  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  could. 

Question.  He  would  not  be  admitted  to  the  secrets  of  the  order? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  What  was  the  lieutenant's  name  with  Bergen  who  treated  you  so? 

Answer.  Hunuicut. 

Question.  Was  that  the  one  who  took  you  out  into  the  woods? 

Aiiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  admit  to  him  at  any  time  you  were  a  member  of  the  White  Brother- 
hood? 

Answei:  Yes,  sir ;  I  told  him  so. 

Question.  When  ? 

Answer.  When  I  went  in  bis  camp  the  first  day  ;  when  he  first  arrested  me. 

Question.  These  voters  who  wanted  to  stoj)  and  vote,  were  they  of  the  same  party 
you  were  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  from  diflferent  parts  of  the  county. 

Question.  Could  they  vote  at  any  other  jjlace  than  their  own  residence  ? 

Answer.  Anywhere  in  the  county. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  to  be  the  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  you  lived  at  Graham  could  you  vote  thirty  miles  away? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

jQuestion.  Is  that  the  law? 

Ansivei:  It  was  at  that  time. 

Question.  When  you  spoke  about  the  j)aper  that  Albright  signed,  was  it  anything 
more  than  a  i^romise  that  a  man  would  be  i^ardoned  if  he  confessed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  a  paper  ordering  Bergen  not  to  arrest  him ;  that  he  had 
fully  complied  with  the  governor's  request. 

Question.  It  was  not  in  the  form  of  a  pardon  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  It  was  an  order  to  release  him? 

Answer.  That  he  should  not  be  arrested. 

Question.  You  did  not  mean  a  pardon  in  the  sense  in  which  lawyers  make  it  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  he  could  not  be  arrested. 

Question.  That  is  Avhat  you  mean  by  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  It  was  a  paper  stating  that  the  man  who  held  that  paper  had  complied 
with  Governor  Holden's  request,  and  that  Bergen  was  not  to  arrest  him  ? 
Answer.  Yes,,  sir. 

Question.  Signed  by  Albright  as  brigadier  general? 
Aiisiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  spoke  about  Albright  being  in  the  insane  asylum  owing  to  excite- 
ment. What  was  the  excitement  ?  Was  it  caused  by  the  threatenings  to  be  assassinated? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  sujipose  not.  It  was  reported  that  he  was  calling  on  a  young  lady 
at  the  time  and  she  slighted  him. 

Question.  That  was  the  cause  of  the  insanity? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  was  he  there?        " 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  suppose  some  two  or  three  months. 

Question.  He  is  attending  to  his  business  as  usual,  is  he  not,  now? 

Answer.  He  is  now. 

Question.  And  was  before  that  and  has  been  ever  since  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  until  some  time  after  he  got  back. 

Question.  He  is  a  man  of  ordinary  intelligence,  is  he  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  he  is. 

Question.  He  has  been  elected  mayor  of  the  town? 

Answer.  I  think  he  has  been  once. 

Question.  Since  that  time  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  kuew  whet  her  it  is  since  that  time  or  before.  I  do  not  live  in  town 
myself. 

Question.  Is  the  misfortune  of  insanity  looked  upon  as  putting  a  man  under  the  ban 
of  good  society  down  there,  in  your  estimation — is  that  a  blot  uj)on  JMi".  Albright's  char- 
acter that  he  was  in  the  asylum? 

Answer.  I  do  not  understand  you. 

Question.  Does  that  affect  his  character  for  truth  and  veracity,  that  he  was  in  the 
insane  asylum  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Question.  Taking  your  testimony  altogether,  I  infer  that  you  consider  the  White 
Brotherhood  was  a  very  good  organization  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  did  at  that  time. 

Qucsiion.  And  do  yet,  with  the  oath  you  say  you  took  ? 

Avsnrr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  everybody  who  is  opposed  to  it  deserves  your  condemnation? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  take  it  iu  that  way. 

Question.  Have  you  spolien  here  iu  terms  of  reprobation  of  anybody  but  those  who 
were  opposed  to  the  White  Brotherhood  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Your  feelings  run  all  that  way,  that  you  do  not  think  much  of  anybody 
who  was  opposed  to  the  White  Brotherhood  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  feelings  of  tbat  sort. 

Question.  Are  not  your  sympathies  all  with  the  men  who  were  in  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  good  friends  in  the  republican  party  as  any ;  I  consider  them 
as  good. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  were  asked  whether  a  man's  being  a  lunatic  affected  his  position  iu 
society;  I  will  ask  you  whether  lunatics  are  supposed  to  be  as  credible  witnesses  in 
your  country  as  other  men  of  sound  judgment  ? 

Answer.  They  are  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Fix  the  date  when  Mr.  Albright  was  in  the  insane  a.sylum  ? 

Answer.  Itliinic  he  was  there  in  September,  1869.  I  remember  that  ho  staid  in  the 
neighborhood  there,  about  a  mile  from  where  I  live,  and  was  at  my  father's  house  very 
often  a  good  while  before  he  went  to  the  asylum. 

Question.  You  saw  him  often  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  anything  wrong  in  him? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  him  when  I  did  not  think  he  was  in  his  right  mind. 

Question.  IIow  long  was  that  before  he  went  to  the  asylum  ? 

Answer.  Near  a  mouth  I  think;  two  or  three  weeks. 

Washingtox,  D.  C,  February  22,  1871. 
LuciEN  H.  Murray  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Cilvirm^vn  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  In  Graham,' Alamance  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there? 

Answer.  Three  years. 

QueMion.  Are  you  a  native  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  tiir. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  A  nuM-chant. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  disturbances  occasioned  in  that  county  by 
what  is  popularly  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  nothing  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  Have  you  knowledge  of  the  hanging  of  Wyatt  Outlaw? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Were  you  in  Graham  the  night  he  was  hung? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  see  any  persons  that  night  in  disguise? 

Ansiccr.  No,  sir;  I  heard  hallooing;  I  did  not  know  what  it  was;  I  rose  up  and  looked 
out  of  the  window  and  saw  nothing — no  cause  for  the  fuss;  I  then  lay  down  in  my  bed 
and  the  hallooing  ceased.  In  about  ten  minutes  I  heard  horses  coming  down  the  street ; 
I  rose  up  again  aiul  looked  out  and  saw  two  men;  they  rode  u^i  near  to  the  store  and 
within  ten  steps  of  my  window  and  stopped  there. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  If  they  were,  it  was  black;  it  was  a  dark,  cloudy  night  and  I  could  not  see 
the  shape  of  men;  that  is  all  I  could  tell. 

Question.  Is  that  all  you  know  about  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  iiarticipated  in  that  murder  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Have  you  no  knowledge  by  confession  of  anybody? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  a  member  yourself  of  any  secret  political  organization  in  that 
county  ? 
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A^mcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  Avas  it  ? 

Answer.  I  was  a  member,  partly,  of  the  Coustitutien  Union  Guards;  I  have  never 
taken  the  whole  oath. 

Question.  What  was  the  oath  of  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards? 

Ansuer.  Indeed  I  cannot  tell  you.     I  do  not  recollect  any  part  of  the  oath. 

Qnestiou.  Look  at  the  oath  on  page  two  of  the  President's  message  in  relation  to 
North  Carolina,  and  see  how  near  that  comes  to  being  the  oath  of  that  organization. 

An.m'er.  (Heads  it.)  Well,  sir,  I  have  taken  so  little  of  that  oath  that  I  cannot,  even 
by  looking  over  it,  call  to  memory  but  very  little. 

Qnesiion.  From  your  recollection  of  it,  do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  substance  of  the 
oath  you  took  ? 

Answer.  It  is,  partly.  There  are  some  things  in  here  that  I  do  not  recollect  of  h<jar- 
iug.     But  then  1  might  not  have  got  that  far  with  it. 

Question.  In  general,  do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  substance  of  the  oath  you  took  ? 

Avsiver.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  something  similar  to  this. 

Question.  When  did  you  join  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards? 

Answer.  Some  time  in  December,  16(59,  near  Christmas. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  the  order  succeeded  in  point  of  time  the  previous 
order  of  the  White  Brotherhood  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  nothing  said  to  me  about  that. 

Question.  But  you  think  the  oath  was  in  substance  what  is  here  given  ? 

Ansieer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wlio  administered  the  oath  to  you?^, 

Ansu-er.  Mr.  Scott. 

Question.  Where  did  he  live? 

Ayisicer.  In  Graham. 

Question.  Was  he  the  head  or  leader  of  the  organization  there  ? 

Ansivcr.  No,  sir,  I  suppose  not. 

Question.  Who  was  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Long,  I  think. 

Question.  What  Long  f 

Answer.  Jacob  A.  Long. 

Question.  Did  he  continue  his  connection  with  it  till  1869,  when  you  joined  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  he  never  spoke  a  word  to  me  in  regard  to  the  matter  in  his 
life. 

Question.  J)i(l  you  ever  see  him  in  the  meetings? 

Ansirer.  No,  sir;  I  never  was  in  the  meetings. 

Question.  Where  were  you  initiated?  was  it  in  a  meeting? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  was  initiated  privatelj'  in  day-light. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  attend  any  subsequent  meeting  of  the  order  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  never  attended  any  meeting  at  all. 

Question.  For  what  reason? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  never. knew  of  any.  I  was  never  informed  that  there  would  be 
any  meeting.  In  fact,  I  do  not  suppose  there  was  ever  a  meeting  held  after  I  joined 
the  order. 

Question.  At  the  time  you  joined  were  there  any  outrages  being  inflicted  throughout 
the  county — any  whippings  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  that  time  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  How  long  after  you  joined  was  Outlaw  hung? 

Answer.  In  February,  I  believe,  after  I  joined. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  communication  with  tbe  members  of  the  order? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Any  conversation  about  the  hanging  of  outlaw  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  communication  you  have  ever  had  with  the  order — the 
initiation  by  Mr.  Scott  ? 

Answer.  The  only  communication  I  ever  had. 

Question.  Were  you  informed  how  many  jiersons  were  in  the  -order  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Anything  about  its  organization? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  there  were  in  the  county? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  it  called — camj),  division,  or  society,  in  Graham  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  was  the  form  of  initiation  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  exactly  understand  your  question. 
Question.  Was  there  anything  done  but  to  swear  you  ? 

Ariswer.  No,  sir ;  not  with  me. 
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.  Question.  What  did  Mr.  Scott  tell  you  was  the  object  of  the  order  ? 

Answer.  I  iiuderstood  it  to  be  for  ]3rotection  of  ourselves  and  property. 

Question.  Against  what?  • 

Answer.  Against  the  league,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Did  he  say  so  ? 

Ansive):  I  do  not  recollect  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Question.  Have  you  no  recollection  what  the  object  or  purpose  of  the  order  was? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  that  was  the  object  of  it — that  was  my  understanding. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  conducted  business  as  a  merchant  in  Graham  ? 

Answer.   Three  years. 

Question.  Do  a  prettj  large  business  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  was  clerk  the  first  two  years  ;  I  have  been  in  business  for  myself 
only  three  or  four  months. 

Question.  Have  you  no  recollection  of  any  other  object  stated  to  you  by  the  person 
who  initiated  you  ? 

Ansiver.  No^  sir;  no  other  object. 

Question.  What  inducement  did  he  hold  out  to  yoii  to  join  it  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all ;  he  only  asked  nio  one  day,  as  I  was  walking  to  Company's 
Shops,  if  I  knew  anything  about  the  order.  I  said  I  did  not.  He  asked  me  if  I  would 
like  to  join  it.  I  said  I  did  not  know  ;  I  would  like  to  join  it  if  I  could  find  one.  Ho 
asked  mo  if  I  was  in  business.    I  told  him  I  was,  and  then  he  swore  me  in. 

Question.  You  understood  you  were  sworn  to  keep  secret  the  existence  of  the  order? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  secrets  then  were  imparted  to  you  ? 

Answer.  There  were  no  secrets. 

Question.  Were  you  bound  to  keep  secret  that  you  were  a  member  of  the  order,  or 
that  the  order  existed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  bound  to  keep  that  a  secret ;  also  keep  the  secrets  which  were 
given  me  then  or  hereafter. 

Question.  What  secrets  were  then  given  you? 

Answer.  There  was  none  given  me  tlien.  He  said  to  me  "  I  will  give  you  the  balance 
of  the  oath  and  the  signs  and  pass-words  in  a  short  time."  Then,  about  a  week  after 
that,  ho  came  down  to  the  store  and  told  me  "This  whole  thing  is  disbanded,  and  wg 
have  no  sucli  order  now."  There  was  nothing  more  said  about  it  to  uie,  and  I  knew 
nothing  more  aljout  it. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  the  remainder  of  the  oath  was  another  degree  of 
the  same  order  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  did  not  get  through  with  the  oath — did  not  administer  to  me  aU 
of  it. 

Question.  The  name  of  the  organization  was  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  all  you  know  about  the  existence  of  the  order  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Witli  which  jiolitical  party  have  you  acted? 

Answer.  I  have  always  voted  the  conservative  or  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Ditl  you  obtain  no  knowledge  of  who  were  members  of  the  society  or  order 
in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  that  time. 

Question.  Nobody  but  Mr.  Scott  ? 

Answer.  Well,  yes,  he  did  tell  mo  that  Jacob  A.  Long,  D.  P.  Teague,  and  Robert 
Hanna,  belongi'd  to  it. 

Question.  Was  anything  said  about  James  Boyd  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  in  fact,  I  did  not  know  ho  belonged  to  the  order  until  ho  was 
arrested. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  recognize  him  afterward  as  belonging  to  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  get  the  signs  and  pass-words  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  of  the  outrages  in  that  county  being  committed  by 
cither  the  White  Brotherhood  or  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Wiiat  is  your  belief  on  the  subject? 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea. 

Question.  Do  not  know  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  one  that  is  connected  in  committing  any  of  those  out- 
rages. 

Question.  When  you  found  Outlaw  was  hung  did  you  feel  that  your  security  as  a  cit- 
izen required  any  efforts  to  be  made  to  ferret  out  tlie  perpetrators  of  it  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  not  ? 
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Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Felt  no  alarm  for  your  safety  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  not  feel  that  society  was  insecure  where  a  thing  of  that  kind  could  be 
done? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  really  could  express  my  feelings  that 
moruing  or  not.    It  was  a  right  exciting  thing. 

Question.  Did  it  cause  you  no  alarm  for  the  safety  of  society  there  that  a  man  could 
be  taken  from  his  house  and  hung  within  forty  yards  of  the  court-house,  and  nobody 
arrested  for  it  ? 

Answer.  Well,  no,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  it  did. 

Q_uesHon.  Did  not  cause  you  any  alarm  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  that  is,  it  did  not  cause  me  any  particular  uneasiness.  Of  course,  I 
did  not  feel  exactly  right  in  the  matter — the  idea  of  taking  men  out  and  hanging  them 
up.  I  did  not  know  how  soon  some  more  cases  might  come.  But  I  cannot  say  that  I 
was  particularly  alarmed  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  not  feel  that  you  were  in  danger? 

Answer:  Well,  I  did  not  know  but  what  I  might  be  in  as  much  danger  as  ahnost  any- 
body else. 

Question.  Df)  you  know  of  any  instance  in  all  the  outrages  you  have  heard  of  where 
members  of  the  conservative  party  were  either  whipped  or  murdered? 

Ansicer.  I  have  never  heard,  to  my  knowledge,  of  but  one. 

Question.  Who  was  he? 

Answer.  His  name  was  Dr.  Phipps. 

Question.  Where  did  he  live  ? 

Answer.  In  Guilford  County. 

Question.  Was  he  Avhipped  or  injured? 

Answer.  Only  whipped. 

Question.  Were  the  men  who  whipped  him  arrested? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  was  never  found  out,  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Was  it  done  by  i)ersons  in  disguise? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so.     I  never  saw  the  man  since  it  occurred. 

Question.  How  long  ago  did  that  occur  ? 

Answer.  This  fall — about  two  months  ago,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  whippings  in  your  county  this  fall  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  have  heard  of  in  our  county. 

Question.  Taking  the  whole  state  of  society  together  since  these  outrages  were  com- 
mitted in  Alamance  County,  do  you  consider  that  justice  can  be  administered  in  that 
county  upon  the  members  of  this  organization  or  anybody  else  for  any  crimes  that  are 
committed  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question.  You  think  that  persons  who  committed  these  crimes  in  disguise,  having  thus 
far  escaped,  can  be  found  out  and  brought  to  justice  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  if  they  could  be  caught  I  have  no  doubt 
but  what  justice  would  be  done  them — punished  according  to  law. 

Question.  Was  this  oath  which  you  took  explained  to  you  as  imposing  uj)on  you  any 
obligation  to  assist  the  members  of  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  one  i^art  of  the  oath  said  if  1  saw  or  knew  any  of  the 
members  in  distress  to  go  to  their  relief. 

Question.  Was  there  any  exiilanation  given  to  you  of  the  meaning  of  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  that  in  practice  there  it  is  believed  that  the  members  of 
the  White  Brotherhood  or  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards  construe  that  to  require 
them  to  prove  an  alibi  for  their  confederates  when  they  are  arrested  and  tried  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Never  heard  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  never  heard  that  stated  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  of  course  I  may  have  heard  it  rumored  among  the  people,  but  as  to 
any  man  belonging  to  the  order  telling  me  that,  it  was  never  told.  • 

Question.  Don't  you  know  the  fact  that  when  any  of  them  have  been  brought  in  court 
that  is  invariably  the  defense  resorted  to,  to  prove  an  alibi  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  it  seems  that  a  good  many  have  been  doing  it. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  that  that  has  been  the  defense  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  that  is  the  case  in  every—  I  was  never  present  in  any 
trial  myseK. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Q^uestion.  Did  you  understand  any  portion  of  the  oath  you  took  at  the  time  yau  were 
initiated,  as  affecting  your  duties  as  a  citizen  to  obey  the  laws  of  your  country  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  it  bound  you  to  break  the  laws  of  your  country  iu 
any  way  ? 

Answer.  No,  .sir. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  by  that  oath,  that  as  a  witness  or  on  the  jury,  you  were 
to  do  otherwise  than  keep  your  oath  as  a  witness  or  juror? 

Answer.  No  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  that  oath  bound  you  to  commit  any  unlawful  act  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ; 

Question.  You  have  said  that  you  joined  this  organization  under  the  theory  of  giving 
protection  to  persons  and  property  in  that  neighborhood ;  what  had  been  the  acts 
against  person  and  property  that  you  thought  there  ought  to  be  protection  against  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  had  been  nothing  right  in  our  immediate  neighborhood,  except 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  stealing  done. 

Question.  What  kind  ? 

Answer.  Stealing  produce  from  the  gardens  and  fields,  &c. ;  there  had,  I  think,  been 
some  few  houses  broken  in. 

Question.  Meat-houses  robbed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Chicken-roosts? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Any  stock  or  cattle  taken,  sheep,  pigs? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  a  good  many  hogs  stolen  from  the  woods  and  some  from  the  pens; 
one  man  that  lived  about  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles  fiom  Graham  had  six  or  eight  hogs 
stolen  fronr  his  pen. 

Question.  Were  these  things  pretty  general;  wide-spread  acts  of  that  kind,  and 
dejiredations? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  was  a  good  deal  of  stealing  all  through  the  country. 

Question.  Were  they  supposed  to  be  the  result  of  the  negroes  banded  together  in 
Union  Leagues  I 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  abont  that. 

Question.  Was  tliat  the  general  belief? 

Answer.  It  was  tlie  belief  that  they  Avere  coimected  with  it. 

Question.  Were  these  meant  as  counter  organizations  to  prevent  it? 

Answer.  That  is  wliat  I  understood  to  be  the  object. 

Question.  You  say  distinctly  that  the  oath  you  took  had  nothing  to  aflect  your  duty 
as  a  citizen  iu  any  way? 

Answer.  Nothing  to  atfect  my  duty  as  a  citizen. 

Question.  Were  you  arrested  in  July,  1870,  by  Colouel  Kirk  or  any  of  his  men? 
.    Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qucxtion.  State  when  it  took  place,  and  how. 

Answer.  On  the  '27th  of  July,  1  understood  from  'Squire  William  R.  Albright  that  I 
was  going  to  be  arrested.  I  hud  a  very  sick  sister  iu  Guilford,  and  I  got  iu  a  buggy  and 
went  to  .see  her  that  day.  1  knew  it  would  give  her  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  1  went 
up  and  told  her  I  was  to  be  arrestt-d  and  that  she  should  uotbeune.nsy.  I  came  back  the 
nest  morning  and  was  informed  tliat  Ut-rgen  had  been  there  the  day  ])efore  to  make 
my  arrest,  and  had  left  word  for  mo  to  rejiort  to  his  camp  as  .soon  as  I  came  in,  at  Coni- 
pa'ny's  Shops.  I  said,  "  All  right ;  just  as  soon  as  1  can  get  my  clothes  changed."  I  had 
on  linen  elotlus.  So  I  changed  my  clothes,  and  got  a  young  man  to  take  me  up  and 
bring  my  horse  and  buggy  back. 

Question.  How  far  oti'  was  it  ? 

Answer.  Two  miles.     I  went  iu  and  reported  to  Colonel  Bergen. 

Question.  Did  vou  know  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  asked  if  he  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bergen.  He  told  me  he  ranked 
as  colonel.  I  told  him  my  name  was  Murray,  and  I  understood  he  had  been  down  to 
make  arrests  the  day  before.  He  said,  "iVll  right;  you  are  the  very  bird  we  want." 
He  told  me  to  go  into  prison.  I  went  in  that  evening.  He  called  me  out  to  his  quar- 
ters about  an  hour  by  sun  and  asked  me  if  I  belonged  to  the  order.  I  denied  it  to 
him — told  him  I  did  not. 

Question.  What  order  did  he  say  ? 

Answer.  Ku-Klux.  He  then  asked  mo  if  I  did  not  see  Adolphus  Moore  tie  a  rope 
around  Outlaw's  neck  the  night  he  was  hung.  I  told  him  I  did  not.  He  asked  me 
what  I  saw  that  night.  I  stated  what  I  have  stated  here  about  what  I  had  seen.  He 
then  told  me  I  was  telling  him  a  dannied  lie.  1  told  him  I  was  telling  the  truth.  He 
then  said,  "  If  you  don't  tell  me  all  about  it  I  will  break  your  damned  neck."  I  told 
him  "  1  can't  help  that."  Says  he,  "  Go  on  back  to  your  quarters ;  I  will  have  it  all  out 
of  you.  If  I  can't  get  it  one  way  I  will  get  it  in  another."  It  went  on  that  night  till 
about  oue  o'clock,  then  Colouel  Bergen  came  to  my  tent  with  a  candle  in  his  hand.  I 
liad  not  gone  to  sleep.  I  raised  up  my  head.  Said  he,  "  Is  that  you,  Murray  f  Said  I, 
*'  It  is,"  and  he  walked  back  to  his  tent.    In  a  short  time  he  came  back  again  without 
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any  caiitlle,  touched  me  on  my  feet,  and  told  me  to  get  up  and  come  out.  I  asked  him 
if  i  conld  put  on  my  shoes.  He  told  me  ''No,  you  won't  have  any  use  for  tliom  long." 
I  went  out,  aud  he  took  me  into  his  tent  with  three  other  men.  They  all  had  pistols. 
He  told  me  I  must  now  make  a  confession ;  if  I  did  not  he  would  blow  ray  damned 
heart  out. 

Question.  He  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Cocked? 

Jn^nrr.  No,  sir;  he  did  not  have  it  cocked  then  ;  lie  was  sitting  on  the  bed. 

Question.  How  many  men  had  he  ? 

Jnsirer.  Three,  men.  I  told  him  I  knew  of  nothing  to  confess.  Said  I,  "Colonel,  I 
have  told  you  all  I  know,  and  I  can't  tell  you  any  more." 

Question.  You  then  told  him  about  what  you  had  told  us? 

Ansurr.  Just  what  I  have  told  you— about  the  same  thing.  He  told  me  then,  "You 
are  a  damn.'id  liar,"  and  got  up,  and  all  four  of  them  cocked  their  pistols,  and  he  told 
nip  if  I  did  not  confess  he  would  blow  my  heart  out. 

Qucxiion.  Pointed  the  pistols  at  your  breast  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  I  told  him  I  had  nothing  to  confess.  "  Well,"  said  he,  "  Pattou 
and  Rogers  (Geoi'ge  H.)  knew  nothing  til]  ^hev  we^-e  hung  up,  then  they  could 
tell  all  about  it,  and  you  must  do  the  same."  He  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  affidavits 
filed  in  his  office,  that  had  been  made  that  I  did  know  all  about  the  hanging  of  tho 
negro.  I  told  him  I  could  not  tell  him  anything.  Then  he  put  a  rope  around  my  neck, 
took  me  out  to  a  piece  of  woods  about  7.5  yards,  tied  my  hands  behind  me,  and  led  me 
n\)  to  a  tree,  threw  the  rope  over  a  limb,  and  asked  me  if  I  was  ready  to  makemycon- 
I'ession.  I  told  him  1  had  no  confession  to  make.  Then  they  drew  me  upoff  thegronml^ 
and  let  me  hang  there  a  little  while — not  long.  * 

Question.  Drew  you  up  by  the  neck  off  the  ground  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  not. 

Qiuslion.  By  a  slip-kuot  ? 

Answer.  It  Avas  a  slip-knot. 

Question.  Choked  you  ?        ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  choked  me  pretty  bad;  let  me  hang  a  little  while;  it  did  not  hurt  me. 
then  let  me  down,  and  asked  me  if  I  Avas  ready  to  confess.  I  told  him  I  had  no  confes- 
sion to  make.  Said  he,  "  If  you  don't  confess,  I  will  break  your  damned  neck,"  and  he 
gathered  the  rope  again,  and  he  and  another  one  pulled  me  up  very  roughly,  and  sus- 
pended me  a  great  deal  longer  than  he  did  before  :  I  can't  tell  how  long.  I  hung  there 
till  I  was  unconscious  ;  suffered  all  the  pain  till  I  became  unconscious.  He  then  let  me 
down.  I  was  not  able  to  stand.  When  I  came  to,  I  was  leaning  or  sitting  up  against 
the  tree,  and  a  few  men  were  rubbing  me. 

Question.  To  rouse  and  restore  you  to  consciousness? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so;  that  was  the  notion.  They  had  taken  the  rope  off  my  neck. 
When  I  got  so  I  could  speak,  he  asked  me  if  I  was  ready  to  make  confession.  I  told 
him  I  had  none  to  make  ;  that  I  knew  nothing  to  confess.  He  then  gave  the  order  to 
put  the  rope  on  my  neck  again,  aud  told  the  sergeant,  "Hang  him  up  to  I  he  limb,  and 
let  him  hang  till  eight  o'clock  to-morrow ;  then  cut  him  down,  and  bury  him  under  the 
tree  on  whicli  he  hung;"  and  he  just  remarked  to  me  that  if  I  had  an^y7thing  to  say — 
my  last  words — to  speak.  I  told  him  I  had  nothhig  to  say,  but  if  he  hung  me  up  to 
that  tree  till  I  was  dead,  that  he  would  liaA'o  but  three  more  days.  He  asked  me  to 
give  an  explanation  of  that  word.  I  did  so  ;  I  told  him,  "  You  may  be  alive  to-morrow 
morning,  and  you  may  not ;  you  may  be  hanging  to  a  limb  close  by ;  if  you  hang  me 
dead,  I  am  sure  you  will  go  tlirough  the  very  sa}ne  thing."  The  colonel  stopped  then, 
staid  a  little  while,  and  gave  me  till  ten  o'clock  the  next  night  to  make  my  confes- 
sion, and  told  me  if  I  did  not  confess  by  that  time,  he  Avould  take  me  out  and  kill  me 
dead.  I  tohl  him,  "  I  have  no  confession  to  make ;  I  never  expect  to  make  any  more 
than  I  have."  Then  the  rope  was  taken  from  my  neck,  my  hands  untied,  and  I  was 
carried  back  to  the  camp.  He  told  me  I  should  not  say  anything  aT)Out  what  passed 
that  night ;  if  I  ever  divulged  it,  he  would  kill  me  on  sight.  Well,  of  course,  I  never 
did  say  anything  about  it  till  I  was  released  by  Judge  Brooks  at  Salisbury. 

Question.  Did  you  make  an  affidavit  that  he  did  intend  to  kill  you,  in  order  to  have 
him  held  to  bail  by  Judge  Brooks  ? 

Ansu'er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  yoa  were  with  him,  was  anything  said  in  your  presence  by  Bergeu, 
or  any  of  the  other  men  about  being  tried  by  court-martial  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Bergeu  told  me  we  would  all  be  tried  by  courc-martial,  and  he  was 
sorry  to  say  there  would  be  quick  work  made  with  us. 

Question.  Did  he  say  that  as  applying  to  all  the  i^risoners  he  had  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  that  applied  to  all. 

Question.  How  many  did  he  have? 

Answer.  He  had  at  one  time,  while  we  were  there  at  the  Shojjs,  thirty  or  forty  pris- 
oners. 

21 
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Question.  And  lie  said  there  "sroiild  be  quick  work  made  of  you? 

AxHirer.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  him  make  that  I'emark. 

Qnestioii.  Did  he  say  he  was  goiug  to  be  ou  the  commission  himself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  said  he  aud  Colouel  Kirlv,  and  several  other  gentlemen. 

Question.  Did  he  mention  that  William  R.  Albright  would  be  a  member  of  the  com- 
mission? 

Answef):  He  did  not  himself.     William  R.  Albright  told  me  he  would  be. 

Question.  What  commission  did  Albright  tell  you  he  held  from  the  governor  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  first,  and  then  he  said  he  had  been  promoted  to  general. 

Question.  Brigadier  general? 

Answer.  Y'^es,  sir  ;  I  do  not  know  but  he  had  reference  to  what  they  called  the  State 
troops,  what  they  had  then,  or  whether  it  was  militia. 

Question.  Did  Albright  exercise  command  or  quasi  command  over  Kirk  and  Bergen 
in  their  operations  there  ? 

Answer.  It  was  thought  he  did  ;  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Y'ou  know  the  fact  of  his  giving  protection  to  certain  men  who  signed 
papers  ? 

Ansiver.  I  understood  that  was  done.     I  never  saw  auy  of  his  papers. 

Question.  Were  you  at  Y'anceyville  in  prison? 

Answer.  Y\^s,  sir.  ' 

Question.  While  there  did  you  hear  these  men  say  what  they  were  going  to  do  in  case 
there  was  an  attack  ou  Bergen's  force  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 

Question.  AVero  you  kept  in  close  couliuement  all  the  time  ? 

Ansum:  Yes,  sir. 

Questioil^  What  was  the  character  of  the  troops  of  Kirk  and  Bergen  ? 

Answer.  They  seemed  to  be  very  bad, very  wicked  men;  aud  they  did  not  seem  to 
be  imder  any  discipline,  any  order.  One  Avould  gt;t  tired  standing  at  his  post,  and 
would  be  just  as  apt  to  stick  his  gun  in  the  ground  and  go  otf  and  leave  it. 

Question.  Were  they  violent  men  in  their  language  aud  Avays  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  treat  their  prisoners  rudely  ? 

Answer.  Only  in  cursing  and  talking  to  them. 

Question.  How  about  your  food;  by  whom  was  that  supplied? 

Answer.  Our  friends  gave  us  that. 

Question.  You  were  born  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  lived  at  that  place  for  the  last  three  j'eai's  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  condition  of  the  community  for  quiet  and  good  order  f 

Answer.  It  is  extremely  good  at  this  time.  We  have  had  in  our  county  but  very  few 
outrages  connnitted. 

Question.  Have  the  relations  of  the  people  to  each  other  generally  been  kind  and 
good? 

Answer.  Y'cs,  sir,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Arc'the  colored  people  treated  with  kindness  by  the  whites? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  far  as  I  know  there  i.s  geueially  now  a  pretty  kindly  feeling. 

Question.  Do  the  colored  people  sit  ou  your  juries? 

A  nswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  interfered  vrith  about  their  voting  by  white  people  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Among  the  colored  people  themselves  is  there  or  not  intimidation  by  the 
Leagues  against  auy  of  their  number  who  voted  against  the  wishes  of  the  men  of  the 
Leagues ;  are  they  free  to  vote  as  regards  each  other  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Do  they  not  all  vote  as  a  unit  ? 

Ansiver.  They  principally  vote  the  same  way;  a  few  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Do  they  do  that  without  interference  or  ill-feeling  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  guess  so. 

Question.  What  was  the  reputation  of  Kirk  when  he  came  into  that  county? 

An.mer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  say  about  that ;  he  was  not  known  by  auy  in  our 
county  when  he  came. 

Question.  After  awhile  what  did  his  reputation  become  ? 

Answef^.  I  never  heard  anything  good  spoken  of  him. 

Question.  Was  he  a  profane  man  / 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  never  was  with  Kirk. 

Question,  liow  was  Bergen,  a  profane  man  ? 

Answer.  Very. 

Question.  Violent  in  his  language  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 
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Question.  You  Tvere  in  Bergen's  custody,  and  saw  very  little  of  Kirk  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Neither  of  them  Tvas  a  North  Carolinian  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  suppose  not. 

Question.  They  were  strangers  to  you  ? 

Austcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  militiamen  strangers? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  no  one  from  our  neighborhood ;  it  was  said  they  were  mostly  from 
Tennessee. 

Question.  You  have  been  asked  a  great  deal  about  a  secret  political  order,  called  the 
Constitutional  Union  Guards  ;  have  yon  any  knowledge  to-day  of  the  existence  of  that 
order  now  in  your  county,  or  in  your  State  ? 

Answei:  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  does  exist  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  organized  political  society  there  to-day? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  think  there  is  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  no  reason  to  think  there  is  any  order  now  of  that  nature. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reasons  of  knowledge  that  either  the  murder  of  Outlaw  or  any 
of  the  whippings  that  took  place  in  that  vicinity  were  the  result  of  a  iiolitical  society  oi 
organization  for  that  pvuriiose  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  I  cannot  say. 

Queefion.  Have  you  anj'  knowledge  of  the  facts  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

By  the  Chueii.vx  : 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  stealing  of  produce  and  other  articles  being  the 
inciting  cause  for  the  formation  of  this  society  or  organization  which  you  joined ;  had 
that  stealing  been  going  on  before  June,  1870,  when  you  joined  this  order  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  the  persons  charged  with  stealing  been  arrested  ? 

Answer.  Some  few  had. 

Question,  Any  of  them  been  tried  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  had  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  in  fact,  I  do  not  know  whether  any  of  them  was  ever  caught  at  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  stealing  had  actually  been  done? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  at  least  it  was  the  talk. 

Question.  How  did  you  propose  to  proceed  in  that  organization  for  the  purpose  of 
remedying  the  stealing  of  produce? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Were  you  going  to  take  the  law  into  your  own  hands;  was  that  the  pur- 
pose of  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  understand  it  in  that  way. 

Question.  Were  you  to  become  constables  or  police  officers  to  arrest  the  peo^ile  who 
stole  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  told  you  I  did  not  know  but  very  little  about  the  means  of  the 
order. 

Question.  Were  you  to  become  members  of  the  vigilance  committee  to  punish  the 
men  you  saw  proper  who  were  charged  with  stealing  ? 

Answer.  There  was  nothing  of  that  kind  said. 

Question.  How  was  your  order  to  operate  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir ;  I  cannot  tell  you.  I  suppose  it  may  have  been  intended,  where  it 
was  proved  that  persons  were  stealing  and  they  were  not  i>unished  for  it. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  yourself  released  from  the  obligation  of  secrecy  imposed 
upon  you  to  tell  what  you  do  know  about  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Do  you  feel  completely  free  from  any  obligation  ? 
Answer.  I  do;  completely  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  When  Colonel  Bergen  asked  you  if  you  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux  you  de- 
nied it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  the  term  Ku-Klux,  as  he  used  it,  meant  these  same 
political  organizations,  of  one  of  which  you  were  a  member  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  that  was  what  he  meant. 

Question.  Yet  j'ou  denied  it  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yoii  claim  to  be  a  mau  of  truth  ? 

Answa:  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  do  you  justify  that  deuial  ? 

Answer.  I  considered  he  had  uo  authority. 

Question.  He  i)ut  the  questiou  to  you  and  you  say  you  knew  he  meant  the  same  or- 
ganization? 

Answer.  1  supposed  he  meant  tliat ;  I  did  'not  know. 

Question.  Was  that  a  part  of  the  system  of  the  secret  organization,  that  the  name 
popularly  known  as  Ku-Klux  should  be  denied,  and  that  you  should  deny  that  you 
Avere  members  when  asked  ' 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  was. 

Question.  You  state  here  that  you  knew  when  he  asked  you  whether  you  belonged  to 
the  Ku-Klux  that  he  meant  tiiis  same  political  organization  of  wliich  you  were  a 
member  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  supposed  he  meant  that. 

Question.  Were  the  prisoners  that  were  with  you  all  members  of  that  order  ? 

Answer.  There  were  some  that  were  not,  I  think. 

Question.  Who  ? 

Answer.  I  <lo  not  think  I  could  call  the  names.  Some  of  the  men  that  he  released 
said  they  were  not  members.     There  was  one  man  named  Gaut. 

Question.  Were  the  large  majority  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization? 

Answer.  Well,  sir;  I  suppose  they  were. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  ? 

Answer.  Only  from  what  they  said.  * 

Question.  Did  they  not  acknowledge  to  you  that  they  were,  and  you  acknowledged  to 
them  that  you  were  '1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  acknowledged  to  each  other  that  you  were  members? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  while  we  were  in  prison. 

By  Mr.  Bayaiii:)  : 
Question.  Did  you  call  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards  Ku-Klux  ? 
Ansirer.  No,  sir ;  we  did  not. 

By  the  CiiAUorAX : 

Question.  But  this  is  the  oath  of  that  order  that  you  have  identified? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  or  i)art  of  it. 

Question.  And  you  acknowledged  to  each  other  that  you  were  members  of  societies 
bound  together  by  that  oath  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  yet  was  not  the  charge  made  that  citizens  were  an-csted  there  who 
wei'e  not  members  of  that  organization  ?  Was  it  not  published  in  the  uewsijapera  that 
you  were  falsely  so  charged  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that.     I  do  not  recollect  ever  seeing  it. 

Question.  You  denied  to  Colonel  Bergen  that  you  were  a  member  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  of  course  I  did. 

Question.  Did  not  others  deny  it  also  ? 

.luswtr.  I  do  not  know  whi-llier  they  did  or  not.     Some  did,  I  reckon. 

Question.  The  purpose  was  to  arrest  the  men  who  were  members  of  this  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  was  the  intention;  but  then  they  got  some  that  were  not 
members. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Fehruary  23,  1871. 

E.  C.  Wilson  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chaikm.vn  : 

Question.  Have  you  been  living  or  traveling  in  North  Carolina  in  the  last  two  or 
three  years  ? 

Answer.  In  1868  and  1869  I  traveled  through  all  the  Southern  States  as  examiner  of 
the  national  banks.     In  the  spring  of  1869  I  was  in  North  Cai'olina. 

Question.  What  knowledge  have  you  of  the  condition  of  society  there  as  affected  by 
'  any  disturbance  of  the  public  peace,  and  of  the  ability  to  secure  redress  for  injuries  ? 

Answer.  In  North  Carolina  I  found  everything  a  little  ditferent  from  any  other 
States.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  political  excitement  among  the  peojjle,  at  least 
those  with  whom  I  mixed,  but  the  Imlk  of  it  seemed  to  he  in  f)p})<>sition  to  Governor 
Holden,  who  seemed  to  be  exceedingly  obnoxious  to  everybody,  at  least,  that  I  talked 
to.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  apparently,  in  their  minds  in  i  elation  to  his 
administration  of  the  government. 

Question.  Was  there  any  disturbance  of  the  public  peace — any  murders? 

Ansiver.  I  saw  none.     I  heard  of  one  or  two  murders  which  were  attributed  to  po- 
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litical  inflnence,  murders  that  arose  between  political  opponents,  blacts  and  whites. 
They  were  afterwards  investigated,  and  it  was  found  they  arose  out  of  local  difficul- 
ties.    One  was  about  the  burning  of  barns,  and  one  partj^  murdered  the  other. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  parties? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  What  counties  were  they  in  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the  counties  in  North  Carolina  at  all,  but  it  was 
ten  or  iifteeu  miles  from  Wilmington. 

Qiiesiion.  Was  it  only  in  vour  capacity  as  examiner  of  national  banks  that  you  were 
in  the  State  ? 

Ansicer.  That  was  all. 

Qiteslion.  Did  you  come  in  contact  with  any  portion  of  the  community,  except  those 
in  the  banks  1 

Ansicer.  I  did  not,  except  in  traveling  and  at  the  hotels.  I  had  a  good  deal  of  con- 
versation with  every  one  who  desired  to  converse. 

Question.  Have  you  personal  knowledge  of  the  state  of  affaire  existing  in  any  county 
of  North  Carolina  which  enables  you  to  speak  in  regard  to  the  sense  of  security  en- 
joyed of  person  and  property  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  want  of  security,  but  I- heard  a  great 
deal  of  expression  from  all  parties  of  the  insecui'ity  of  life  and  property,  and  various 
reasons  given  for  it,  pro  and  con. 

Question.  State  what  those  expressions  of  opinion  were. 

Ansirer.  The  most  expressions  were  that  Governor  Holden  was  determined  not  to 
carry  out  the  laws  except  for  his  party,  or  his  personal  aggrandizement ;  that  he  con- 
sidered everybody  his  political  enemj^  unless  he  was  known  to  be  his  friend.  General 
Grant  had  not  yet  been  inaugurated,  and  they  all  spoke  with  confidence  of  him,  hoping 
that  justice  would  be  done.    They  also  spoke  of  your  colleague,  Senator  Cameron. 

QueMion.  In  what  respect  did  thej^  ask  for  justice  ? 

Answer.  They  wanted  to  get  rid  of  military  rule — wanted  their  own  Stat-o  govern- 
ment. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  State  government  there  in  the  spring  of  1869  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  they  said  it  was  not  as  it  should  be ;  that  they  were  under  military 
rule,  that  troops  were  quartered  on  them  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  them  in  some 
way.     They  did  not  speak  definitely. 

Question.  This  was  the  time  they  were  complaining  of  Governor  Holden's  administra- 
tion ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  they  considered  he  was  not  a  lawful  governor? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  he  was  elected  unlawfully,  perhaps,  but  they  said  he  did 
wrong  in  the  manner  in  which  he  attempted  to  carry  out  the  laws. 

Question.  That  was  said  on  one  side  ;  how  was  it  on  the  other? 

Ansicer.  On  the  other  side  they  charged  that  the  negroes  were  oppressed.  And  allow 
me  to  say  that  I  saw  in  Louisiana,  South  Carolina,  and  North  Carolina,  an  immense 
body  of  negroes  about  the  seacoast.  In  the  neighljorhood  of  Wilmington  the  negroes 
came  from  aU  sections  of  the  country  with  no  place  to  stay.  And  at  Raleigh  I  found 
the  curbstones  lined  with  them.     At  first  it  was  a  mj^stery  to  uie. 

Question.  What  reason  did  they  assign  for  being  there? 

Answer.  They  said  they  came  for  work.  I  couA-ersed  with  a  few  of  them;  they 
"wanted  me  to  take  them  north — they  had  nothing  to  do  and  nothing  to  eat. 

Question.  Was  there  any  complaint  of  violence  or  of  being  driven  away  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  heard  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Question.  Did  you  make  it  your  business  to  inquire? 

Answer.  Only  in  a  few  instances.  I  asked  one  man  why  he  did  not  stay  with  his 
master.  He  said  he  was  free  now  and  wanted  to  go  to  some  other  place ;  that  he  did 
not  consider  himself  free  in  his  old  place,  luit  would  have  to  do  as  he  always  did. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  violence  by  the  Ku-Klnx  organization  ? 

^inswer.  I  did  hear  of  some  acts  of  violence,  but  I  never  saw  any  and  never  saw  a 
man  who  was  a  Ku-Klux,  or  acknowledged  that  he  was. 

Question.  Did  you  meet  anybody  who  was  injured  by  their  operations  ? 

Answer.  I  met  one  white  man  at  Goldsboro  who  said  he  had  his  arm  hurt  by  the 
Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  that  will  enable  you  to  give  a  reliable  and  satis- 
factory statement  of  the  condition  of  things  in  any  part  of  the  State? 

Ansicer.  I  can  only  give  you  mj^  own  personal  impression  for  all  I  saw  and  heard, 
which  was  not  very  much  ;  that  is,  personally. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  enough  to  be  able  to  state  as  to  the  true  condition  of  the 
people  in  regard  to  the  security  of  person  and  property  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  except  that  they  spoke  of  Governor  Holden's  administration 
being  backed  up  by  the  military  of  the  State.     Thej^  said  something  about  carpet- 
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baggers.  I  asked  (liem  if  Governor  Holden  was  not  a  citizen  of  North  Carolina,  and 
they  said,  I  think,  that  he  was. 

Question.  Did  their  complaints  arise  out  of  anything  but  opposition  to  the  United 
States  troops  ? 

Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  he  had  appointed  bad  officers  and  would  recognize  aU 
their  bad  acts  and  back  them  up  by  the  military. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  with  anybody  on  the  other  side  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  heard  a  great  many  maintain  that  he  was  doing  what  was  right. 

Question.  Then  the  people  of  the  State  were  divided  ? 

Ansurr.  Yes,  sir  ;  on  that  question. 

(iuestion.  That  was  a  question  of  civil  administration? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  it  came  dowu  to  the  question  of  security  of  person  and  property,  as 
protected  by  the  courts,  did  you  hear  anything  on  that  subject? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  that  was  one  great  point  made  by  one  or  two  gentlemen  very  particu- 
larly at  Wilmington.  A  director  in  the  bank  there  said  that  Governor  Holden  had 
appointed  such  incompetent  men  that  they  neither  understood  law  nor  cared  whether 
they  used  their  authority  to  carry  'out  the  law,  but  only  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  their  own  private  views. 

Qucslion.  Did  he  tell  you  that  the  governor  appointed  them? 

Answer.  That  he  had  something  to  do  Avith  it.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  he  ap- 
pointed them. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  whether  they  were  appointed  or  elected  ? 

Answir.  I  do  not. 

Question.  And  you  took  as  true  the  statement,  in  1869,  that  Governor  Holden  ap- 
pointed the  judges  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  I  supi)oscd  so  ;  I  did  not  contradict  the  assertion. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  they  told  you  Governor  Holden  appointed  the 
judges  ? 

Ansucr.  Yes,  sir ;  bad  officers  to  administer  the  laws. 

Question.  We  take  that  as  an  instance  of  the  extent  of  your  knowledge  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  organization  of  the  State  government. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Might  it  not  have  reference  to  the  fact  that  by  his  inflnence  he  caused  them 
to  nominate  these  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  that  must  have  been  it— if  not  elected,  he  had  used  his 
inlluenee  ;  but  I  think  they  used  the  word  appointed,  although  they  may  have  used  it 
In  another  sense. 

Question.  The  statcnnent  was  not  confined  particularly  to  the  judges  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the^'  said  bad  officers. 

By  the  Ciiairmax: 

Question.  AVere  you  in  the  State  long  enough  to  identify  j'ourself  with  cither  of  the 
parties  in  Holden's  administration? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  took  good  care  not  to  identify  myself  with  anj-  person.  They 
knew  nothing  of  my  views  or  politics. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  your  information  was  derived  principally  from  gentle- 
men in  your  olficial  capacity,  and  that  you  made  no  inquiry  generally  outside  ? 

Ansu-er.  Very  little  ;  I  did  not  want  to  be  mixed  up  with  anything. 

By  Mr.  Blaiu  : 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  dissatisfaction  with  Holden  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  democrats  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not. 

Question.  Was  not  a  great  deal  of  the  dissatisfiiction  created  by  the  enormous  bonded 
debt  that  had  been  placed  upon  the  State  Tinder  Holden's  administration? 

Answer.  Since  yon  call  my  attention  to  it,  some  persons  did  speak  at  Raleigh  about  a 
conspiracy  intended  l)y  tlie  governor  and  some  otlier  jiarties — a  man  by  the  name  of 
Swcpson — to  get  some  bonils  for  a  railroad;  something  <if  tliat  kind. 

Question.  Did  not  that  figure  vi-ry  considerably  in  this  political  excitement  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  did  not  hear  anything  about  that  except  at  Raleigh,  where  I 
apoke  to  a  lawyer  by  the  name  of  Merriman,  who  was  a  director  of  the  bank  and  coun- 
sel, an<l  he  sj)oke  about  Governor  Holden.  There  Avas  more  excitement  about  Holden 
than  anything  else. 

Quenliou.  What  was  the  impression  yon  derived  from  all  you  heard  as  to  whether  he 
was  ailministcring  the  State  govciuincnt  ]iroi)cily  or  imi)roperly  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  I  weighed  all  I  heard  ;  the  majority  of  the  people  that  .spoke  to 
nie  were  against  Governor  Holden,  although  he  had  some  sui>i)orter3  apparently  of 
some  influence.    The  quietest  and  i>leasantest  State  I  saw  was  Alabama, 
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By  Mt.  Bayard  : 

Question.  How  many  banks  in  North  Carolina  did  you  examine  ? 

Ausica:  One  at  Newbern,  one  at  Wilmington,  two  at  Raleigh,  one  at  Charlotte,  and 
one  at  Salem. 

Quesiion.  How  long  were  yon  there? 

Answer.  Five  or  six  weeks ;  I  was  detained  at  Raleigh  some  time. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  conqdaint  was  that  Governor  Holden  appointed  improper 
men  to  ofifice  and  that  he  sustained  their  acts  by  apjieal  to  the  military  force  of  the 
United  States? 

Answer.  Yes;  they  said  that  he  boasted  that  he  would  carry  out  any  measure  he 
pleased ;  that  he  did  as  he  pleased  with  the  military.  I  asked  them  why  they  did  not 
remedy  this  thing  in  a  proper  waj',  and  they  said  he  had  boasted  of  his  military  force 
to  do  as  he  pleased. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  the  fact  of  his  organizing  in  some  counties  the  negro 
militia  ? 

Ansiccr.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Quesiion.  Were  the  military  at  that  time  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  none  thei'e  except  at  Goldsboro.  They  had  just  gone.  I  belicA^e,  to 
South  Carolina  ;  at  least,  I  met  Colonel  Bomlbrd  at  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  and  he 
said  he  had  been  at  Raleigh. 

By  IMr.  Nye  : 
Question.  Don't  you  know  the  liiilitary  were  withdrawn  from  there  before  that  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  saw  them  at  Goldsboro. 
Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  they  said  six  or  eight  hundred. 
Quesiion.  What  were  they  there  for  ? 
Ansiver.  I  did  not  hear  that. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Quesiion.  Governor  Holden's  boast  was  that  he  would  sustain  any  acts  of  his  officials 
by  military  power  ? 

Ansiver.  That  is  what  they  comidained  of. 

Question.  That  matter  was  not  left  to  the  institutions  of  the  State  and  people  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  said  they  had  no  rights  and  could  not  get  them.  As  to  the 
General  Government,  they  said  nothing  at  all  against  the  incoming  administration. 
They  seemed  to  idace  great  reliance  on  General  Grant. 

Quesiion.  Did  you  move  more  or  less  among  business  men  at  the  hotels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  usually  stay  at  the  hotels  ? 

Answer.  Always. 

Quesiion.  As  a  matter  of  personal  security  to  yourself  did  you  feel  in  any  degree  more 
insecure  in  North  Carolina  than  you  would  in  Pennsylvania  or  New  York  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  I  felt  perfectly  secure  anywhere.  I  saw  nothing  to  make  me  fear 
as  regards  personal  safety. 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  from  what  you  saw  and  heard,  is  there  a  class  of  profes- 
sional politicians  in  North  Carolina,  most  of  whom  are  from  other  States,  who  are  dis- 
posed to  hold  office  there  against  the  will  of  the  people,  and  for  that  imrpose  are 
desirous  of  keeping  up  the  strife  and  confusion  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  them  say  that  there  were  a  great  many  "carpet-baggers"  there  but 
they  said  that  Holden  was  worse  than  all  the  "carpet-baggers"  put  together. 

Question.  Were  not  his  coadjutors  from  other  States  si)okeu  of  as  persons  who  were 
not  ideutitied  with  the  interests  of  the  St.ate. 

Aiiswer.  They  all  said  that.  They  talked  of  invasions  from  the  North  of  carpet-bag- 
gers, scoundrels,  and  villains  who  were  holding  office. 

Question.  Did  they  say  they  held  office  by  confederating  with  Holden  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  by  confederating,  but  they  spoke  about  their  being  in  the  places. 
They  did  not  speak  of  conspiracy  with  anybody. 

Quesiion.  Did  yon  find  that  the  class  of  x>ersons  who  were  defending  Holden  were 
endeavoring  to  keep  up  the  idea  that  the  State  could  not  govern  itself  properly  with- 
oiat  the  military  i>ower  ? 

Aitswer.  No,  sir ;  they  spoke  of  the  oppressive  political  government  of  Holden,  and 
jlid  not  sustain  him. 

Quesiion,  Did  they  justify  the  use  of  the  military  on  every  occasion  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  neverheard  it  justified. 

Question.  But  you  heard  it  complained  of  very  much  ? 

Ansiver.  Complained  of  by  nearly  everybody. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  do  you  think  of  the  policy  of  general  amnesty  ;  would  it  reconcile 
the  people  of  all  the  Southern  States  to  the  Government  more  than  anything  else  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  that  would  he.  I  was  always  in  favor  of  it,  and  am 
to-day;  but  if  it  had  occurred  some  time  ago  it  would  have  been  better.  There  arc 
personal  disputes  between  prominent  individuals  in  all  the  Southern  States,  particu- 
larly in  North  Carolina,  that  are  so  violent  that  no  amnesty  would  make  the  parties 
friends  or  behave  themselves.  If  you  were  to  hang  three  or  four  hnndrodof  the  violent 
men  on  each  side,  that  might  have  some  effect.  I  do  not  know  that  an  amnesty  act 
now  would  do  any  good.    It  would  not  very  soon  quiet  the  trouble  in  North  Carolina. 

Qtiesiion.  You  think  a  great  deal  of  the  bitterness  has  been  created  by  the  i)roscrip- 
tion  'I 

Answer.  Oh,  yes  ;  they  spoke  of  it.  Still  a  groat  many  said  they  were  served  all 
right — they  had  no  business  to  oppose  the  Government. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Question.  Was  Holden's  party  in  favor  of  continued  proscription  and  opposed  to  am- 
nesty^ 

AnsiLxr.  I  do  not  recollect  anything  about  that.  I  know  they  are  universally  op- 
posed to  him,  because  they  said  he  was  not  administering  the  laws  for  the  good  of  the 
people,  but  for  partisan  and  personal  purposes. 

Question.  That  was  the  general  belief  on  the  subject  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  month  in  1809  did  you  visit  North  Carolina? 

Ansicer.  In  February,  I  think. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  remain  there  ? 

Answer.  Four  or  live  weeks. 

Question.  Before  February  or  JIarch,  18()0,  had  Governor  Iloldcn  ever  called  out  liis 
State  military  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  How,  then,  was  there  complaint  against  him  for  the  use  of  the  military? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  niciition  merely  the  lact  that  they  com])]ained  of  it. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  lie  did  not  call  out  the  military  prior  to  I'ebruary.  1800  ? 

Answer.  They  were  not  speaking  of  the  militia  of  the  State,  but  of  the  United  States 
trooiJS. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Did  he  ever  call  to  his  aid  the  United  States  troops  ? 
Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  onlj"^  heard  it  complained  of  by  the  people? 

Answer.  In  fact,  the  complaints  about  the  military  were  not  definite  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman': 

Question.  The  onlj-  troops  you  saw  were  at  Goldsboro  ? 

Answer.  Y'cs,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  stationed  there  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  any  part  of  the 
State  government? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  why  they  were  there. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  there  in  barracks  or  as  a  nucleus  for  an 
army,  or  f(jr  what  jiurpose  ? 

Answer.  Tlu-re  was  an  old  camp  on  the  edge  of  Goldsboro,  wooden  barracks;  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  was  put  up  by  the  United  States  after  the  war  was  over  or  not. 

Queition.  Didn't  you  know  the  fiict  that  when  the  State  government  was  organized 
the  military  were  withdrawn  from  all  the  States  as  any  part  of  the  governing  power? 

Answer.  Well,  I  recollect  some  such  fact,  some  such  order  from  Washington,  but  only 
from  the  newspaper  reports. 

Question.  Were  there  any  United  Stat(!S  troops  left  in  North  Carolina  after  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Statp  government  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  any  part  of  the  Stat6 
government  ? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know.  I  never  heard  that  they  were  stationed  there  for  any 
pur])ose. 

Question.  Can  you  give  any  point  to  that  complaint  ?  What  did  they  complain  that 
the  military  had  done  ? 

Answer.  Sustained  Governor  Holden  in  what  they  called  his  bad  acts,  and  that  lio 
boasted  ho  would  be  sustained  and  had  the  United  States  at  his  back. 
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Questhn.  Do  you  kuow  of  auy  instance  iu  ■vrhicli  the  United  States  military  autlioii 
ties  were  called  upon  to  aid  Governor  Hoklen  prior  to  the  time  you  went  there  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir;  I  know  of  no  fact. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  This  was  after  the  presidential  election  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  n't  they  auy  use  for  the  troops  there? 

Answer.  There  were  some  troops  at  Goldshoro  before  that,  as  I  have  already  stated. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 

Question.  Were  the  men  who  made  these  complaints  members  of  the  conservative  or 
republican  party  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  complaints  against  Governor  Hoklen  by  both  sides,  but  mostlj^  by 
conservatives  or  democrats. 

Qucsiion.  Speaking  ahout  the  military  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  complaints  from  men  who  claimed  to  be  republicans,  but  the  major- 
ity were  from  the  democratic  or  conservative  side. 

By  Mr.  Blaii!  : 

Question.  Colonel  Bumford  told  you  he  had  been  there  with  his  troops  at  the  preceding 
presidential  election  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know;  he  said  he  came  direct  from  Raleigh  to  Columbia,  but  I  do 
uot  know  what  time  he  went. 

By  the  Ciiaiumax  : 
Question.  Are  you  still  a  banker  ? 
Ajiswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  your  functions  cease? 
Amwer.  In  the  spring  of  1869,  when  I  came  home. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  state  of  things  iu  North  Carolina  since  Feb- 
ruary or  March,  18(',9  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  except  what  I  hear. 

Question.  You  have  not  been  in  the  State  since  then  ? 

Answei:  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Can  you  remember  any  particular  republican  who  complained  about  Gov-  ' 
ernor  Holden  ? 

Ansuxr.  No,  sii';  nor  hardly  any  on  the  other  side,  for  every  man  was  a  stranger  to 
me  in  the  State  except  one  or  two. 

Question.  Your  business  was  banking,  and  nothing  else? 

Answer.  Nothing  else  ;  I  was  a  sojourner. 

Question.  Did  you  go  into  any  of  the  counties  and  inquire  what  was  the  political  feel- 
ing there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  kept  clear  of  politics  entirely.  They  all  thought  General  Grant 
would  tix  everything  right,  for  they  believed  in  him,  they  said. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  have  riot  been  there  since  to  ask  them  whether  they  think  so  still  ? 
.inswer.  No,  sir.     Everything  seemed  to  be  in  great  confusion — social  life  and  every- 
thing else. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  now,  do  you  not  believe  the  affairs  of  that  State  can  be  best 
put  right  by  leaving  them  to  the  will  of  the  people  themselves  ? 

Answer.  I  am  hartlly  prepared  to  auswer  that.  I  think  if  General  Grant  would  just 
say  to  North  Carolina  that  he  would  protect  her  and  take  care  of  her  she  Avould  stand 
by  the  Goverument.  I  believe  the  people  would  rush  in  like  madmen,  almost,  to  sus- 
tain him. 

Question.  Is  that  the  sentiment  of  the  conservative  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  order  to  be  free  from  the  oppression  and  misgoverument  of  Holden  and 
his  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Y''ou  say  you  heard  no  complaints  of  unfriendliness  on  the  jiart  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  none  at  all,  but  they  expressed  confidence  that  General  Grant  would 
protect  them  and  free  them.    He  had  j  uat  come  into  office  at  that  time. 
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WASnixGTOX,  D.  C,  Ftbruary  23,  1871. 
David  W.  Kerr  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  "Where  do  j'oii  live  ? 

Answer.  In  Alamance  Couutj^,  North  Carolina,  about  four  miles  east  of  Graham. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer.  I  was  born  on  the  jdautation  I  now  occupy  ;  I  have  silent  nearly  all  my  life 
tiiere;  always  considered  the  county  my  home. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  A  farmer. 

Question.  Have  you  an j' knowledge  of  any  secret  organization  existing  in  that  county 
of  any  character  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  Did  j-ou  know  anything  about  what  is  commonly  called  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  heard  within  the  last  six  mouths  of  some  meu  who  said  they 
had  belonged  to  some  organizations ;  thej"  did  not  call  them  Ku-Ivlux — White  Brother- 
hood and  Constitutional  Union  Guards,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Nve  : 
Question.  And  Invisible  Empire  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  heard  any  man  say  he  belonged  to  any  such  organization  as 
that  in  the  county. 

By  the  Chairm.vn  : 

Question.  Were  you  a  member  yourself  of  any  one  of  these  organizations  ? 

Answer.  I  never  have  been  a  member  of  auy  secret  political  society. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  hear  say  he  was  a  member  of  any  one  of  these  orders. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  persons  say  that  had  been  initiated. 

Question,  ^^'hom  did  you  hear  say  that  ? 

AnswiT.  I  lieard  Mr.  McLain. 

Question.  Wluvv  din's  he  live  ? 

Answer.  In  (trahani. 

Question.  Where  did  he  say  he  had  been  initiated? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect.  He  said,  speaking  of  it,  that  he  had  been  initiated  but 
never  acted  with  them. 

Question.  In  the  White  Brotherhood  ? 

Answir.  I  tliink  it  was. 

Question.  How  did  he  come  to  tell  yon  tliat  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  tliere  were  a  good  many  arrested  in  the  county,  and  I  think  he  was 
one  of  the  meu  whose  names  were  given.  I  am  not  certain  that  he  signed  any  paper, 
but  he  admitted  to  gentlemen  who  were  talking  with  him  afterv.-ards  about  it. 

Question.  What  wa^?  the  occasion  of  his  telling  you  he  joined  the  order? 

Answer.  I  cannot  be  positive. 

Question.  A\'as  it  belore  he  was  arrested? 

Answer.  He  never  was  arrested. 

Question.  Was  it  before  other  men  were  arrested,  or  after  ? 

Answer.  After. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  You  speak  of  the  arrest  by  Kirk  and  Bergen  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  never  had  auy  reason  to  believe  that  any  citizens  in  the  county 
belonged  to  it. 

By  the  CllAlRMAK : 

Question.  AVliere  was  he  when  he  told  you  that  ? 

Answer.  I  think  in  tiie  court-house  at  Graham. 

Quexlion.  Who  were  there  when  lie  told  you  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  positively  about  it.  McLain  is  a  very  quiet,  orderly  citi- 
zen, and  I  was  sur[)riscd  to  hear  that  he  had  joined  it ;  and  in  conversation  I  think  he 
stated  that  he  joined — I  will  not  be  positive  about  it. 

Question.  You  are  not  even  certain  tiint  he  ditl  tell  you  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  ho  exjjressed  himself  very  decidedly. 

Qiicylion.  What  was  going  on  when  he  told  you  this  in  the  court-house — any  trial  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  was  some  time  after  the  arrest.  There  Avas  no  business  going  on 
that  1  recollect. 

Question.  What  induced  you  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  he  had  joined  the  White 
Brotherhood;  yon  remcnVx-r  that  fact? 

Answer.  Not  jtositively,  but  to  the  best  of  my  recollection;  I  am  not  certain  that  ho 
said  it  was  the  White  Brotherhood,  but  that  is  the  imi)ressiou  I  have. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  he  was  initiated  ? 
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Ansica:  No,  sir. 

Qiiemon.  Or  who  initiated  bim  ? 

Aitsirer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  what  tlie  purpose  of  the  society  was? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  is  au  officer — clerk  of  tlie  commissioners — an  old  friend  of  mine, 
and  I  just  happened  to  call  in  his  office. 

Question.  Thiit  is  the  way  it  came  about ;  he  is  clerk  of  the  commissioners,  and  they 
have  their  office  in  the  court-house,  and  you  went  in  to  see  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  be  told  you  there  he  had  been  initiated  into  the  ^Yhite  Brotherhood  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  there. 

Question.  You  say  he  was  a  cjuiet,  orderly  man,  and  you  were  surprised  that  an  orderly 
man  woukl  join  that  order  ;  had  that  order  been  committing  acts  of  violence  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Then  what  surprised  ^you  ? 

Answer.  I  myself  was  opposed  to  all  i^olitical  organizations  and  secret  societies,  and 
was  rather  surprised,  knowing  be  Avas  a  very  quiet  man  and  took  very  little  jiart  in 
politics.  Tiiere  bad  been  some  abuses,  which  were  charged  on  the  Ku-Klux^some  acts 
of  violence — aiul  I  was  rather  surprised  that  be  should  have  joined  it. 

Question.  Was  it  because  in  your  mind  the  im])ression  was  fixed,  that  the  Ku-Klus 
did  commit  acts  of  violence,  that  you  were  surx^rised  that  au  orderly  man  should  join 
it — is  not  that  the  truth  of  it ;  bow  is  that  ? 

Answer.  Well,  there  were  acts  of  violence  reported,  which  were  said  to  have  been 
committed  by  persons  in  disguise. 

Question.  Was  it  not  because  you  believed  that  those  acts  were  committed  by  Ku- 
Klux  that  you  were  surprised  that  orderly  men  should  join  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  T  suppose  acts  of  violence  were  committed  by  persons  who  were 
called  Ku-Klux,  so  spoken  of  by  the  citizens  of  the  county. 

Question.  Did  you  not  believe  that  those  acts  of  violence  had  been  committed  by  the 
Ku-Klux,  and,  Therefore,  were  surprised  that  an  orderly  man  should  join  them  V  Do 
you  know  whether  you  did  or  not  believe  it  ? 

Ansu-er.  Well,  sir,  I  had  sup^josed  that  they  had,  just  from  rumor ;  I  knew  nothing 
about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  try  to  dissuade  bim  from  having  anything  to  do  with  it? 

Answer,  No,  sii'. 

Question.  This  was  after  be  had  come  out  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  v>as  generally  understood  in  the  neighborhood  that  he  acknow- 
ledged he  belonged  to  them,  but  that  he  never  bad,  I  think,  attended  any  of  the  meet- 
ings, or  taken  part  in  any  act  of  violence.  I  had,  before  that,  in  a  conversation  with 
some  of  my  young  friends,  when  the  organization  was  spoken  of  and  the  acts  of  the 
Ku-Klux,  discountenanced  the  thing,  and  ex])ressed  my  disapprobation  of  it. 

Question.  You  mentioned  McLain.  Who  else  told  you  he  beloui-ed  to  the  or£raniza- 
tiou?  ^  =  o 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  positively ;  I  have,  heard  the  names  of  several.  You  mean 
up  to  what  time  ? 

Question.  At  any  time.     Can  you  remember  anybody  else  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Murray,  who  has  been  here,  say  he  was  i^artially  initiated, 
and  took  part  of  the  oath. 

Question.  Is  he  a  merchant  in  Graham  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  hear  that  ? 

Answer.  Yesterday;  I  do  not  think  I  ever  heard  him  say  so  1)efore. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  beard  anybody,  at  any  time  before  that,  acknowledge  they 
were  members  of  the  organization,  except  McLain? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  have ;  I  certainly  have  heard  no  one,  unless  it  is  some 
who  have  made  public  confession ;  some  who  have  made  affidavits  in  our  county  and 
acknowledged  that  they  belonged  to  such  organization. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  now  entirely  of  statements  made  to  you  yourself.  How 
near  do  you  live  to  W.  S.  Bradshaw  f 

Answer.  I  know  him  very  Avell ;  I  live  some  four  miles  from  him. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  any  conversation  with  bim  about  this  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  particularly  that  I  had. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  he  belonged  to  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  A.  G.  Moore  ? 

Answer.  Very  well. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  he  belonged  to  it  ? 

Anstver.  No  sir. 

Question.  J.  W.  Still  ? 

Answer.  Very  well.  ' 
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Question.  Did  lie  ever  tell  you  lie  belonged  to  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir 

Question.  D;ivid  A.  Mebane  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  lie  ever  tell  you  lie  belonged  to  it  ? 

Aitswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Anderson  Thompson  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  with  him  about  this  secret  organization  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  D.  B.  Teague  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  am  not  certain  about  the  initials  ;  he  lives  in  Graham. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  anything  about  it "? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  A.  J.  Patterson  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  any  talk  with  him  about  this  organization  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  the  only  man  you  can  call  to  mind  is  McLain  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  heard  no  man  excei)t  such  as  have  since  publicly  acknowl- 
edged. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  them  acknowledge  it,  those  who  acknowledged  it  publicly  ? 

Ansu-cr.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  seen  some  oftlie  affidavits. 

Question.  ^Vhcn  these  outrages  occurred  what  position  did  you  take  about  them  ;  did 
you  endeavor  to  bring  anybody  to  justice  for  couiuiitting  them? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  made  no  attempts;  tlm-a  were  very  few  committed. 

Questiou.  How  near  to  you  were  any  of  them  committed  ? 

Answer.  Some  three  or  four  miles.  The  nearest  I  recoUect  hearing  of  was  not  nearer 
than  .3^  miles. 

Question.  Who  was  that? 

Answer.  It  was  the  negro  Puryear,  whose  body  was  found  in  a  mill-pond. 

Question.  That  was  after  Outlaw  was  hung? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  the  hanging  of  Outlaw  ? 

Austver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  the  whipping  of  a  man  named  Corliss? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  occurred  about  Company's  Shops,  about  six  miles  from  where 
I  live. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  the  whipping  of  Samuel  Allen,  a  colored  man? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  it. 

Question.  When  these  things  occurred  did  you  denounce  them  or  say  anything  about 
them  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir;  I  condemned  such  things  sometimes. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  utter  tlie  (•((udemnation  ? 

Answer.  I  remcml)er  particularly  talking  to  a  brother  of  my  own  and  a  brother-in- 
law.  I  lived  in  a  retired  place  and  staid  veiy  closely  at  home ;  but  when  the  subject 
was  talked  of  I  know  I  was  opposed  to  such  things. 

Que-<<tion.  Did  you  believe  the  Ku-Klux  did  it  ? 

Answer.  I  believed  from  what  I  heard  that  disguised  persons  did  it. 

Question.  Members  of  this  same  oi'gauization  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  had  no  evidence  of  the  existence  of  any  such  organization  in  the 
couuty,  unless  that  be  considered  evidence. 

Question.  Did  you  believe  it  did  exist? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  believe  from  what  I  have  heard  that  these  societies  did  exist. 

Question.  In  tlie  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  believe  there  were  members  of  tlie  society  who  hung  Outlaw  ? 

Answer.  [A  pause.]  Well,  sir,  it  is  said  to  have  been  done  by  disguised  persons. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  it  was  done  by  the  members  of  that  secret  societj'  commonly 
known  as  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  [A  i)ause.] 

Question.  Will  you  answer  that  questiou  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir  ;  I  suppose  that 

Question.  Have  you  any  sons  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  not  grown. 

Question.  Any  of  them  old  enough  to  be  members  of  this  organization  f 

Answer.  5Iy  oldest  son  is  eighteen  years. 

Question.  Was  he  a  member  ? 

An)iWir.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  or  not  ? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  Ijut  I  am  fully  satisfied  lie  was  not. 

Question.  Were  you  arrested  yourself  at  any  time  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  not.  My  neighbors,  a  good  many,  were  arrested.  I  ex|)ected  to  be, 
but  was  not. 

Question.  Why  did  you  expect  to  be  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  were  arresting  my  neighbors  around  me,  who  were  good  citi- 
zens, and  I  considered  as  free  from  all  violations  of  law  as  I  was  myself,  and  I  felt  I 
was  myself  innocent. 

Question.  Who  were  the  good  citizens  that  yon  felt  were  as  free  from  violations  of  law 
as  yourself  ? 

Ansicer.  One  was  my  neighbor,  H.  Scott. 

Question.  Who  else  ?    Was  there  a  young  man  named  Rogers  arrested  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  was. 

Question.  Was  he  one  of  the  men  you  consider  a  good  citizen  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  he  is  a  quiet,  orderly  man.     I  knew  nothing  against  the  young  man. 

Question.  Was  C.  L.  Murray  one  of  them,  also,  who  was  arrested  f 

Answer.  He  was  arrested. 

Question.  Is  he  one  of  the  men  you  consider  a  good  citizen  °? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Suppose  the  fact  were  made  known  to  you  that  they  were  both  members  of 
that  organization,  would  you  still  consider  them  good  citizens  1 

Answer.  [A  j)ause.]  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  consider,  then,  members  of  that  secret  organization  as  good  citizens? 

Ansiver.  Well,  good  men.  I  considered  that  an  error  a  man  may  have  committed, 
and  some  of  them  did  commit  it,  who  were  good  citizens. 

Question.  Bid  you  not  rather  excuse  and  justify  these  acts  committed  by  this  organi- 
zation ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  so  for  as  I  could  judge  from  their  acts — I  only  judge  from  the  cases 
of  whipping,  &c. — it  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  sort  of  police  or  vigilance  committee,  rather 
than  a  political  organization. 

Question.  Did  yon  approve  ^  for  that  purpose  ?     Think  it  right  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;   I  was  always  opposed  to  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  read  the  oath  that  was  alleged  to  be  Taken  by  them  ? 

Ansicer.  I  think  I  have  read  it ;  what  was  said  to  be  the  oath. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  there  was  nothing  political  in  that  ? 

Answer  I  do  iiot  recollect  particularlj-  about  it.  I  have  seen  it,  but  I  did  not  exam- 
ine it  very  particularly. 

Question.  (Reading  the  oath  to  the  witness.)    Is  this  the  oath  that  you  have  seen? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  be  positive  about  it. 

Question.  How  does  it  strike  you  ? 

Answer.  Some  parts  of  it  are  the  same. 

Question.  Taking  that  oath  as  it  is,  is  there  anything  political  in  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  seems  to  me  there  is. 

Question.  What  party  do  you  vote  with  in  iiolitics? 

Ariswer.  I  liave  acted  with  the  democratic  or  conservative  party. 

Question.  Have  yon  known  anybody  who  has  been  injured  by  any  of  these  raids  v/ho 
■was  ademocrat  or  a  conservative  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  the  politics  of  the  parties.  I  do  not  think  any  one 
was  a  democrat. 

Question.  If  you  had  taken  such  an  oath  as  this  that  I  ha^'e  read  to  you,  vrould  you 
consider  yourself  at  liberty  to  tell  us  anything  about  the  order  ? 

Ansiver.  [A  iiause.]  Yes,  sir  ;  I  suppose  I  Avould.  I  could  not  have  been  induced  to 
take  such  an  oath. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Do  yon  think  a  man  who  would  take  that  oath  is  a  good  citizen? 

Answer.  Well,  a  man  might  take  that  oath  without  understanding  it,  being  read  to 
him  carelessly. 

Question.  Assuming  that  he  understood  it  well,  as  every  man  should  who  takes  it? 

Answer.  Well,  a  man  ought  to  irnderstand  it  well  before  he  takes  the  oath.  I  think 
not,  sir. 

(^esiion.  Assuming  that  he  understood  it  well,  do  you  think  that  a  man  who  took  that 
oath  and  acted  under  it  is  a  good  citizen? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Was  it  a  thing  well  known  and  understood  that  this  society  did  exist? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  a  word  nor  saw  an  act  in  my  life  till  some  of  the  men 
made  confessions. 

Question.  Is  it  a  thing  now  well  understood  that  such  a,u  order  did  exist? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  generally  believed. 

Question.  By  all  classes  ? 
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Anstver.  I  think  so. 

Question.  How  far  did  you  live  from  Outlaw? 

Aiifiwcr.  About  four  and  a  half  miles. 

Question.  Did  you  lend  any  hand  in  attempting  to  discover  who  Ms  murderers  were? 

Anawcr.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  in  tlie  town  of  Graham  for  a  v>eek  or  two  after  the  occur- 
rence. 

Question.  Did  you  feel,  as  a  good  citizen,  at  liberty  to  hear  within  four  miles  of  you  of 
a,  man  taken  from  his  house  and  hanged,  Avithout  putting  forth  any  effort  to  learn 
who  the  criminals  were  ?  Did  you  consider  that  as  discharging  your  duty  as  a  good 
citizen '? 

Aniswer.  I  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  officers  of  the  county  and  citizens  who 
i  ved  in  the  town  of  Graham  to  attend  to  these  things. 

Question.  So  that  you  did  not  feel  it  to  be  your  duty  if  a  man  was  killed  out  of  your 
town  to  put  forth  any  effort  to  discover  the  persons  who  did  it? 

Ansuer.  I  think  it  is  first  the  duty  of  the  officers. 

Question.  Uiidoubtedly;  but  did  you  not  regard  it  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen? 

Answer.  Yes,  su';  so  far  as  he  has  means  and  opportunity  for  doing  it;  biit  I  knew 
that  there  were  the  officers  of  the  county  and  township  and  citizens  of  Graham. 

Question.  ,Do  you  know  of  any  of  yonr  neighbors,  whom  you  call  these  good  citizens, 
putting  forth  any  effort  to  learn  who  committed  that  crime,  and  to  bring  the  persons 
to  punishment  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Is  not  this  the  fact :  that  the  parties  there  known  as  conservative  and  dem- 
ocratic did  not  put  torth  any  effort  to  learn  who  these  persons  were  that  committed 
these  offenses  i? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  any  less  effort  was  made  by  the  conservative  party  than 
by  others ;  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  si)ecial  effort  was  made  by  any  one. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  a  single  democrat  that  i)ut  torth  any  effort  to  bring  per 
sons  guilty  of  that  outrages  to  punishment  ? 

Answer.  There  \fas  an  inquest  hehl  by  the  coroner  according  to  the  laws  of  our 
countrj-.     He  snnnnoned  jurors,  as  I  understand,  and  held  an  inquest. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  of  any  person  belonging  to  the  Conservative  party  who  put 
forth  any  effort  to  aid  the  coroner  in  the  investigation  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 
Question.  Do  yon  know  of  any  person  belonging  to  the  radical  party  who  put  forth 
any  effort  to  discover  them  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  NvE : 

Question.  Was  not  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Alamance  a  democrat  7 
Amtver.  He  was. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 
Question.  "Were  not  the  jiulgoof  the  county  and  the  prosecuting  attorney  radicals  ? 
Anstver.  Yes,  sir;  both. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  sheriff  going  into  the  neighborhood  where  it  was  done 
and  making  any  effort  to  ascertain  who  it  was  ? 

Answer.  As  I  liave  been  inloriiicd,  the  sheriff  lived  four  miles  from  the  county  seat. 
In  th(!  morning  when  Outlaw's  l)ody  was  found  suspended  near  the  court-house,  a  mes- 
senger was  dispatched  for  the  sherllf,  and  he  came  to  the  court-house  and  then  the  cor- 
oner was  notified  and  an  inquest  was  held. 

Quei<tion.  And  nothing  was  found  against  anybody? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  that  kind  of  operations  strike  terror  into  the  community  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  eomnuniity  were  shock.Hl  at  such  a  thing,  and  public  sentiment, 
I  thought,  generally  coiuhnnned  it.     I  never  heard  any  man  justify  such  a  thing. 

Question.  Did  you  feel  any  apprehension  from  these  Ku-Klux  yourself  ? 

Answer.  No.  sir  ;  I  did  not. 

Question.  Was  the  reason  of  that  on  account  of  your  politics  ? 

yliiKuer.  No,  sir. 

Qucetion.  Wliat  was  the  reason  that  you  did  not  feel  any  danger  as  much  as  other 
people  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  so  far  as  I  heard  of  any  outrages  having  been  committed  in  the 
county  they  had  been  generally  committed  on  men  of  bad  eliaracter,  in  every  instance 
that  I  had  heard  of,  previous  to  this;  and  the  rea.son  assigned  for  the  hanging  of 
Outlaw  was  that  he  had  fired  on  a  body  of  disguised  meu  previous  to  that  time. 

Question.  Who  did  you  understand  that  this  body  of  disguised  meu  were! 
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Answer.  Well,  they  Tvere  called  Ku-Klus. 

Qi(estion.  He  had  fired  on  them  ? 

Answer.  So  it  was  reported ;  of  course  when  I  heard  of  his  death  the  question  arose 
immediately  Avhy  he  was  killed. 

Question.  The  judgment  was  that  he  was  killed  because  he  had  fired  into  this  body  or 
disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  reason  assigned. 

Question.  Was  tbat  considered  in  the  community,  and  by  them,  as  a  sufficient  cause 
to  hang  him? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  to  justify  it. 

Question.  AV as  it  palliated  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  suppose  anyone  considered  it  a  justification ;  it  might  be,  I  sup- 
pose, in  the  eyes  of  a  good  many,  a  palliation. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Would  it  not  be  considered  a  palliation  in  any  community,  that  a  man  was 
killed  for  shooting  at  the  very  men  who  killed  him  ? 
Ansiver.  I  think  so,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Do  you  regard  the  riding  through  communities,  of  disguised  men,  as  a 
proper  thing  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  not  that  fact  strike  terror,  especially  in  the  minds  of  the  blacks  there? 

Answer.  Well,  I  suppose  it  did  alarm  them  some. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  it  did  ? 

Answer.  Well,'l  know  that  it  had  its  effect  on  the  blacks  in  some  places,  and  I  sup- 
pose it  did  in  those  about  Graham. 

Question.  What  effect  did  it  have ;  did  it  have  an  effect  to  alarm  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  some  of  them  alarmed.  They  staid  more  closely  at 
home,  and  had  some  fears  about  leaving  their  homes  and  running  about  at  night. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  it  a  symptom  of  alarm  said  to  have  been  displayed  by  Outlaw  in  shoot- 
ing at  these  men  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  as  I  have  understood  it  they  merely  passed  through  the  village 
around  the  streets  in  disguise.  In  passing  the  place  where  he  lived  they  were  lired  at ; 
not  from  alarm  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Did  they  ride  through  the  town  in  the  day-time  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  have  heard  of. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  effort  on  the  part  of  the  sheiiff  of  your  county, 
or  any  of  the  citizens  there,  to  arrest  these  people  that  rode  in  disguise  ? 

A7iswer.  There  have  been  men  arrested  and  bound  over  to  court.  I  heard  of  some 
cases — in  fact  there  have  been  p.arties  arrested  and  convicted. 

Question.  Two  negroes? 

Answer.  Three,  I  believe. 

By  Mr.  Bayard: 

Question.  Had  they  been  disguised  and  riding  about  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  they  were  riding  or  walking.  They  were  disguised 
and  visited  a  house  of  some  other  negroes,  and  I  think  whipped  two  of  them  and 
threatened  another. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  They  were  convicted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  white  person  being  convicted  for  that  in  your 
county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  not.  I  have  heard  that  there  were  a  few  arrests  made,  and 
I  think  there  was  a  bill  drawn  np  by  tho  solicitor  and  taken  before  the  grand  jurj'.  I 
was  not  on  it. 

Question.  He  was  a  republican  solicitor  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir\ 

Question.  There  was  no  bill  found  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  but  I  have  understood  that  there  were  republicans  also  on  the 
grand  jury. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Was  there  an  organization  in  your  county  called  the  Loyal  League  ? 
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Answer,  I  so  understood  it ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  was  the  general  opinion  that  it  was  composed  of  generally  ? 

Answer.  It  was  composed  mainly  of  the  blacks  and  some  whites — more  blacks  than 
whites. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  these  blacks,  in  their  organization  or  otherwise,  using 
any  efforts  to  intimidate  voters  and  prevent  them  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  am  satisfied  of  the  fact  that  they  were  intimidated,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  I  ever  heard  of  their  making  any  threats  m  my  county. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  of  the  negroes  say  so  themselves  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  negroes  assign  as  a  reason  for  voting  the  republican  ticket 
that  they  were  abused  so  much  by  the  other  negroes  that  they  wei'e  afraid  to  do  it. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  these  organizations  permit  any  indej)endent  action  on 
the  ]iart  f)f  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  That  tliey  use  their  power  and  organization  to  such  effect  that  the  negroes 
who  wish  to  vote  the  other  ticket  do  not  consider  themselves  at  liberty  to  do  so  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  are  afraid  to  do  so. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  many  of  them  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket  if  they 
were  allowed  to  do  so  without  interference  from  their  fellow  negroes  ? 

Anstcer.  I  am  satisfied  of  it. 

Question.  Are  not  most  of  the  negroes  who  are  employed  there  employed  by  the  con- 
servatives '? 

Anstvcr.  Almost  entirely. 

Question.  Do'they  live  upon  places  rented  from  the  conservatives  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes  sir;  nearly  all. 

Question.  Is  there  not  in  many  instances  a  great  feeling  of  kindness  and  friendship 
subsisting  between  many  of  the  white  people  and  some  of  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes  sir;  the  negroes  regard  those  wlio  vote  with  the  conservative  party  as 
their  best  friends.  When  they  get  in  sickness  or  distress  they  are  most  apt  to  apply  to 
tliem  for  relief.     One  reason  is  they  av(!  more  able  to  assist  them. 

Qufitioii.  With  this  feeling  and  with  these  facts  existing  is  it  not  natural  that  the  ne- 
groes if  left  to  themselves  should  give  support  to  the  candidates  of  the  conservative 
party  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  they  will  do  it  now.  I  conld  state  a  case  that  would  illustrate  the 
feeling  among  the  negroes  and  the  iulluence  of  this  League.  The  slaves  which  I  owned, 
a  portion  of  tliem,  luxve  remained  with  me  since  IHCi.').  In  l^GS  the  first  election,  when 
the  constitution  was  adopted,  I  had  a  boy  which  I  liad  I'aised,  a  grown  man,  and  I  had 
talked  to  liim  about  the  election  ;  tried  to  explain  it  to  liim  and  get  him  to  luiderstand 
lii.s  interest  and  mine,  thongh  I  had  no  expectation  of  his  voting  the  democratic 
ticket  at  all.  The  morning  of  the  election  he  came  to  mo  very  early  and  told  me  ho 
wished  to  go  to  the  election  and  Avanted  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  I  told  him  I 
would  be  llitre  and  woidd  see  him  audi  would  fix  his  ticket  all  right  for  him.  He  told 
me  thnt  he  did  not  want  to  go  uj)  there  and  proi)os(Ml  that  lie  would  be  found  at  a  store 
near  the  court-house  and  I  could  fix  his  ticket  for  him  then.  I  found  him  there  and 
gave  him  his  ticket,  and  ho  was  very  much  agitated.  It  was  in  April,  cool  weather, 
but  the  drops  of  ])ers]>iration  were  on  his  face,  and  his  breast  was  heaving.  I  never 
saw  him  more  excited  in  his  life.  I  gave  hiiu  his  ticket  and  he  marched  up  through 
the  crowds  and  deposited  it  in  the  box  and  immediately  left.  I  had  auotlier  living 
with  me  tliiit  went  on  the  morning  of  the  election,  sjient  half  an  hour  (hen;  and  left, 
but  I  saw  nothing  of  him  though  ho  was  there  all  day.  lie  came  back  and  reported 
that  he  voted  the  radical  ticket.  In  the  evening  I  asked  the  poll-keeper  for  a  list  of 
the  persons  in  my  township  that  had  not  voted.  His  name  was  given  as  one  that  had 
not  voted,  tln)ugh  he  reported  that  he  had  voted.  This  same  man  afterwards,  at  the 
next  elect  ion.  voted  therepublicau  ticket,  and  assigned  as  the  reason  for  itthat  he  had 
been  abused  and  cursed  so  much  about  the  other. 

Question.  You  think  that  is  pretty  universal  among  them? 

Answer.  There  are  a  great  many  cases  of  that  kind,  I  am  satisfied.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  so  common. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  arrested  by  Kirk  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  generally  understood  there  were  about  a  hundred.  I  saw  a  pub- 
lished list  with  some  ninety  names.  I  knew  the  list  was  correct  in  some  instances ; 
and  I  knew  of  names  on  the  list  that  had  not  been  arrested. 

Question.  Were  they  generally  good  citizens? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  the  best  citizens  in  the  county. 

Question.  Wliat  was  the  general  character  of  George  S.  Rogers,  Lucien  J.  Murray, 
and  William  Pattou,  the  three  men  that  were  reported  to  have  been  hung  up  by 
Bergen  ? 

Answer.  They  were  quiet,  orderly,  well-behaved  young  men.  I  never  heard  anything 
amiss  of  any  of  them.  Mr.  Pattou  I  know  very  well;  have  known  him  from  his  boy- 
hood, and  in  fact  I  have  known  young  Rogers.    Mr.  Murray  I  have  not  known  more 
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than  three  years.  Mr.  Patton  was  a  uoar  neighbDr  of  mine.  He  is  a  very  quiet,  inof- 
fensive man.  as  much  so  as  any  mau  I  kuow. 

Question.  Was  not  one  of  these  men,  Mr.  Patton,  considered  rather  an  insane  person, 
without  sound  mind? 

Ansiver.  Well,  he  is  not  a  man  of  very  strong  mind.  He  is  a  man  of  not  much  intel- 
ligence ;  a  quiet,  timid  man,  a  say-notbing  man. 

Question.  W^ould  anybody  suppose  that  man  had  been  guilty  of  any  violence? 

Answer.  It  is  not  believed  in  the  neighborhood.  At  the  time  he  was  arrested  nobody 
thought  he  belonged  to  the  organization  ;  being  a  timid  man— any  one  would  suppose 
him  to  be  so  from  his  appearance — it  was  supposed  he  was  arrested  thinking  he  mi^ht 
know  something.  In  fact,  it  was  the  impressiou  in  the  neighborhood  that  these  m'st 
arrests  were  made  rather  at  a  venture,  on  suspicion. 

Question.  W^ere  the  people  in  your  town  verj'  much  excited  about  the  enormous  debt 
created  under  Holden's  administration? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  good  deal. 

Question.  Did  that  have  any  effect  in  the  elections? 

Answer.  I  think  it  did. 

Question.  Were  people  alarmed  and  apprehensive  that  the  State  was  being  brought  to 
the  brink  of  bankruptcy? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  the  impression  that  the  State  was  being  spoliated  by  a  band  of 
corrupt  persons  who  had  possession  of  the  legislature? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  belief. 

Question.  W^hat  was  the  general  idea  in  the  State  in  regard  to  its  indebtedness  if 
Holden  and  his  crew  had  succeeded  in  maintaining  themselves  in  power  ? 

Answer.  We  saw  ruin  and  bankniptcy  before  us — no  hope. 

Question.  No  hope  of  extrication  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  It  would  have  been  tantamount  to  the  confiscation  of  the  property  of  the 
State  ? 

Ansiver.  We  considered  it  so. 

Question.  Did  not  many  republicans  vote  against  Holden  on  that  ground  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  they  did;  I  knew  those  who  voted  the  republican  ticket  before,  and 
I  think  a  good  many  were  inlluenced  by  that. 

By  the  Chairm.in  : 

Question.  You  said  the  negroes  looked  upon  the  conservatives  as  their  best  friends 
and  went  to  them  in  distress;  did  the  negroes  look  upon  the  Ku-Ivlux  as  identified  with 
the  conservative  party? 

Answer.  VI eU,  I  think  not  entirely;  I  think  the  impression  with  both  whites  and 
negroes  was  that  a  good  many  men  availed  themselves  of  these  disguises  to  punish 
persons  they  wished  to  punish. 

Question.  Taking  those  who  are  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  the  WTiite 
Brotherhood,  the  Invisible  Empire,  or  whatever  name  they  may  bear,  are  they  not  all 
of  the  conservative  party,  as  far  as  you  know? 

Answer.  I  think  all  those  that  have  made  acknowledgment — that  is,  all  I  know  about 
it — acted  with  the  conservative  party. 

Question.  Do  you  say  it  is  not  the  imj^ression  of  the  negroes  that  what  is  known  as 
the  Ku-I{Jux  organization  is  in  alliance  with  or  countenanced  by  the  conservative 
party? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  suppose  that  is  the  impression  among  the  negroes. 

Question.  You  think  that  is  the  impression  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  the  impression,  that  most  of  them  do. 

Question.  With  that  impression  existing  among  the  negroes,  are  you  still  of  the  im- 
pression that  the  majority  of  the  negroes  look  upon  the  conservatives  as  their  best 
friends? 

Answer.  [A  pause.]    Well,  they  do  not  politically. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  one  negro  boy  that  you  raised.  WTio  told  you  he  wanted 
to  vote  the  democratic  ticket;  had  you  any  talk  with  him  befoie  that  about  how  ho 
would  vote  ? 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir;  I  talked  to  him  onceortwice. 

Question.  Did  you  not  tell  him  you  would  like  him  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket? 

Answer.  Well,  I  suppose  I  gave  him  to  understand  that  from  the  conversation  I  had 
with  him. 

Question.  Ho  was  in  your  employment  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  had  been  all  bis  life. 

Question.  Did  you  make  use  of  any  other  means  to  get  him  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket? 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  him  you  wanted  him  to  do  so? 
22 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  told  him  so. 

QupMion.  You  gave  him  to  understand  so  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  in  accordance  with  my  wishes ;  of  course  he  knew  that. 

Qucstio7i.  It  was  after  you  had  given  that  opinion  that  he  came  to  you  and  told  you 
he  wanted  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  he  was  very  much  agitated  when  he  did  vote  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  atti'ibute  that  to  what? 

Ansiver.  To  his  fear ;  I  think  he  apprehended  personal  violence,  or  expected  to  be 
denounced  and  abused. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  assigned  it  when  he  asked  me  to  meet  him  before  he  got  to  the 
court-house ;  he  assigned  that  as  a  reason  for  not  going  up ;  he  asked  me  to  meet  him 
and  give  him  his  ticket. 

Question.  He  was  not  agitated  at  the  time  he  was  talking  to  you,  but  when  you  met 
him  at  the  store  ? 

Answei:  He  was  talking  to  me  in  the  morning  before  he  left  the  house ;  he  was  not 
agitated  tlien. 

'Question.  Do  you  suppose  that  anger  at  being  led  to  vote  against  those  ho  considered 
his  best  friends,  made  him  agitated  at  all  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  no  evidence  of  anger  at  all;  he  was  not  constrained  by  me.  His 
application  to  uie  in  the  morning  was  unexpected  to  me. 

Que.<ition.  You  spoke  of  another,  who  reported  he  had  voted  the  radical  ticket? 

Answer.  Not  to  me ;  he  reported  it  to  other  negroes. 

Question.  Yon  knew  that  negro  ? 

Ansicer.  He  lived  with  me. 

Question.  He  was  one  of  your  former  slaves  also? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  yon  reason  to  believe  in  his  truth  ;  was  he  a  truthful  negro  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  generally;  that  was  his  general  character. 

Question.  On  going  to  the  tally-list  yon  found  his  name  was  not  on? 

Ansicer.  At  least  it  was  so  handed  to  me  by  the  cleik. 

Question.  Were  the  offioers  of  that  election  conservatives  or  radicals? 

Ansicer.  I  think  they  were  mixed;  I  cannot  tell  positive  who  they  were. 

Question.  How  were  tliey  appointed  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  iirst  election  in  1808,  and  I  think  they  were  appointed  by  the 
governor.  It  was  understood  the  majority  of  them  were  radicals ;  I  am  satisfied  that 
was  the  fact. 

Question.  At  the  election  at  which  this  negro  voted? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  the  name  of  the  officer  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  What  election  was  that  ? 

Answer.  The  election  lor  the  county;  it  continued  for  three  days. 

Question.  What  was  the  date  of  it  ? 

Answa:  April,  1868. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Did  not  Holden  appoint  them  ? 

Ansicer.  I  rather  think  they  were  appointed  by  him,  directly  or  indirectly.  He  was 
provisional  governor  at  the  time. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

■Questimi.  How  did  the  large  mass  of  the  negroes  vote  at  that  election  ? 

Answer.  They  voted  for  the  radicals— a  very  large  proportion  of  them. 

Question.  You  say  a  large  proportion  of  them  were  in  the  employment  of  their  former 
masters  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  negroes  have  generally  left  their  former  masters,  but  they  are 
living  with  men  who  belong  to  the  conservative  party.  The  most  of  them  left  their 
former  masters  pretty  soon  after  their  liberation. 

Question.  Did  you  consider  voting  in  that  way  as  an  evidence  of  their  considering 
the  conservatives  as  their  best  friends  ! 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  do  not  understand  that  they  consider  them  their  best  ifiends 
politically. 

Question.  The  negroes  are  under  no  constraint  to  join  these  loyal  leagues ;  they  may 
do  as  they  please  about  it,  may  they  not  ? 

Answr.  1  suppose  so  ;  I  do  not  .sui>i)i)se  any  of  them  are  driven  to  do  it. 

Question.  They  do  not  deny  that  they  are  members  of  it? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  do,  I  thiuk. 
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By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  the  negroes  regarding  the  conservatives  as  their  friends, 
do  you  mean,  when  they  are  sick  and  in  trouble  and  want,  that  they  come  to  members 
of  the  conservative  party  to  help  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  they  do  not  go  to  the  radicals;  is  that  what  you  say? 

Ansicer.  Well,  yes,  sir ;  they  go  oftener  to  the  conservatives  from  the  fact  that  they 
are  more  able  to  relieve  them. 

Question.  And  more  disposed  to  relieve  them  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  observation. 

Question.  Is  the  treatment  of  the  conservatives  toward  them  fair  and  kind,  to  the 
best  of  your  kuowledge? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  You  spoke  about  their  voting  the  radical  ticket;  do  you  not  believe  that  is 
done  mainly  by  the  organization  of  these  leagues  which  compel  them  to  vote  all  in  one 
body? 

Answer.  Well,  that  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  The  negroes  are  ignorant,  too, 
and  they  have  been  misled.  A  great  many  of  them  wei'e  influenced  to  rote  the  radi- 
cal ticket  at  the  outset  by  promises  of  land — forty  acres — and  a  mule.  They  were. all  led 
to  expect  that,  and  I  believe  the  most  of  them  believed  they  would  get  it.  Then  they 
have  been  intimidated  by  threats  that  the  couser^;ative  party  wished  to  reduce  them 
to  slavery  again.    That  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  Is  the  condition  of  society  now  in  your  county  peaceable  and  orderly  ? 

Ansiver.  Very  much  so. 

Question.  In  your  belief  can  any  man,  white  or  black,  obtain  all  his  legal  rights  and 
all  his  political  rights  without  interference  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  with  no  difficulty.  With  the  exception  of  these  cases  of  theft  and 
insults  to  white  women,  there  have  tjeen  no  violations  of  laws,  scarcely,  in  the  county 
— less  than  I  have  ever  known.    It  is  a  remarkably  orderly  country. 

Question.  Were  there  a  good  many  cases  of  insult  to  white  women  by  blacks  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  heard  of  a  number.  There  have  been  two  cases  of  rape  in 
the  county  since  1865. 

Question.  By  black  men  upon  white  girls  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  At  our  court-house  last  June,  just  before  the  county  was  declared 
in  insurrection,  there  was  a  man  convicted  of  a  most  outrageous  rape  on  a  girl  about 
twelve  years  of  age. 

Question.  Where  did  that  occur? 

Answer.  Within  two  and  a  half  miles  of  the  town  of  Graham.  A  little  giil  had  been 
sent  to  the  store  as  a  messenger,  and  the  boy  waylaid  her  on  her  return  aud  violated 
her.     I  was  a  juror  at  the  court,  but  not  on  that  jury ;  I  heard  the  evidence. 

Question.  How  old  was  he  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  was  about  eighteen  or  twenty. 

Question.  W^hat  was  his  name? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  his  name ;  he  formerly  belonged  to  Dr.  Murray,  I  think. 

Question.  Did  these  acts  beget  in  your  county  a  feeling  of  apprehension  on  the  part 
of  fathers  and  mothers  of  white  girls  about? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  there  was  great  apprehension  on  the  part  of  our  ladies;  they  were 
a&aid  to  go  out  without  protectors,  even  in  the  country. 

Question.  In  the  day-time  ? 

Answer.  In  the  day-time. 

Question.  Was  that  pretty  general  in  the  country  ? 

Atiswer.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  feeling  soon  after  the  negroes  were  liberated. 
There  were  strolling  about,  without  employment,  a  great  many  strange  negroes.  It  is 
not  the  case  now. 

Question.  There  is  a  better  condition  of  things  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  asked  about  the  formation  of  these  political  societies,  tlif  Whit© 
Brotherood,  or  whatever  they  may  be  called,  aud  you  say  your  first  knowledge  of  them 
was  when  these  confessions  were  made  by  different  people;  do  you  understand  now 
that  all  these  are  broken  up  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  such  organization  there  now. 

Question.  Is  that  the  general  impression  among  the  people  of  the  coimty  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  William  R.  Albright  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? 

Answer.  From  his  boyhood. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  whether  he  was  put  in  the  lunatic  asylum  about  a  yeai 
and  a  half  ago  ? 

Anstvcr.  He  was. 
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Question.  How  long  did  he  stay  there? 

Ansivcr.  I  do  not  recollect ;  some  six  months  or  more. 

Question  Was  his  mind  a  good  deal  disordered  before  he  went  in  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  so ;  I  saw  him  a  few  times. 

Question.  Is  his  reputation  that  of  a  violent  man  in  the  community  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  very  violent,  overbearing  man. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  said  he  was  commissioned  brigadier  general  by 
Governor  Holdeu  during  the  time  Kirk  was  there  with  his  militia? 

Ansiver.  I  have  heard  one  or  two  persons  say  he  said  so  in  their  presence.  I  have 
Been  papers  signed  by  him  as  brigadier  general,  and  I  was  satisfied  it  was  bis  signa- 
ture. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  these  papers  ;  what  did  they  purport  to  be? 

Ansicer.  I  think  one  was  an  order  to  report  to  him,  under  pain  of  arrest.  It  was 
issued,  I  think,  to  a  brother  of  his;  and  the  other  was  a  sort  of  parole  for  hinl  after  he 
had  reported. 

Question.  Was  there  any  order  exempting  them  from  arrest  by  permission  of  Kirk? 

Answer.  I  think  that  second  note  I  saw  was  a  paper  exemjitiug  him  trom  arrest. 

Question.  Was  Albright  a  strong  partisan  of  Governor  Holden  ? 

Answer.  Very,  indeed. 

Question.  Was  he  understood  to  represent  Governor  Holden  in  that  part  of  the  country 
as  chief  representative  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir;  while  these  arrests  were  making,  while  Kirk  was  there,  he  was  re- 
garded as  having  control  of  things.  A  great  many  persons  went  to  Albright  who  had 
belonged  to  the  organization,  and  it  was  understood  that  he  had  power  to  release  any 
one  from  arrest. 

Question.  Tliat  he  had  control  over  Kirk  and  his  officers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  understood  by  the  people  that  the  prisoners  taken'  by  Kirk  were  to 
be  tried  by  military  commission  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  so  understood. 

Question.  Was  it  announced  tluit  Albright  was  to  be  on  that  commission? 

Ansicer.  It  was  understood  through  the  coimtry  that  ho  was. 

Question.  That  they  were  not  to  be  tried  in  tlie  law  courts  but  by  military  commission? 

Ansiver.  Tluit  was  the  general  imiiression. 

Question.  Did  that  produce  a  good  deal  of  terror  and  alarm  among  the  people? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Kirk  at  any  time  had  threatened  to  shoot  his  prifl- 
ouers  in  case  attacks  were  made  on  him  by  any  of  their  friends  armed? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  such  things. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Mr.  Albright  is  a  very  decided,  positive  man  ? 

Ansivcr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Expresses  his  opinions  very  freely  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  not  a  man  of  good  character  in  the  community  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  is  it  bad  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  violent,  overbearing  man  in  his  manners. 

Question.  You  consider  him  a  tyrannical  man  ? 

Answer.  Y»;s,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  considered  an  honest  man  in  his  dealings? 

Answer.  Well,  he  does  not  stand  very  fair. 

Question.  Does  the  olijection  to  him  grow  out  of  the  fact  that  he  is  a  very  decided, 
open  republican? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  not  on  account  of  his  politics. 

Question.  Has  he  ever  been  charged  with  any  offense  in  yoiu  courts? 

Answen  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  has. 

Question.  Ho  pays  his  debts? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  respect  is  his  character  bad  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  lie  is  reganh-d  as  a  dishonest  man,  but  he  is  regarded  as 
a  man  rather  nuscrui)ulous — woiUd  do  anything  to  carry  his  point. 

Qui'stion.  Was  he  elected  mayor  of  Graluuu? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  How  long  ago? 

Answer.  Two  years  ago,  I  think. 


NORTH    Ci^ROLINA.  341 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  23, 1871. 

Caswell  Holt  (colored)  s-wom  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  AVhere  do  you  live  ? 

Jnsicer.  In  Graham,  Alamance  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Avsicer.  I  have  been  living  in  Graham  something  over  twelve  months.  I  was  raised 
about  seven  miles  from  thei'e,  and  have  lived  there,  in  that  county,  all  my  life? 

Question.  What  do  you  follow  for  a  living  ? 

Ansicer.  Just  working  about.  I  am  now  driving  a  team  for  a  man  named  Hargison. 
Before  I  was  shot  by  the  Ku-Klux,  I  was  cropping  for  a  man  about  two  or  three  miles 
from  Graham — farming  for  him. 

Question.  Were  you  formerly  a  slave  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  'Squire  Holt  raised  me.  I  was  born  on  his  place,  and  raised  by 
him. 

Question.  Were  you  visited  at  any  time  by  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  it,  and  what  did  they  do  to  you  ? 

Ansicer.  I  could  not  tell  exactly  the  time;  it  was  in  the  fall  season  of  the  year. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Was  it  one  or  two  years  ago  ? 

Answer.  The  last  time  I  was  shot,  about  two  weeks  before  Christmas — a  year  ago. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  When  did  they  visit  you  the  first  time  ? 

Answer.  Well,  there  was  about  a  year's  difference  between  the  times. 

Question.  You  say  they  shot  you  a  year  ago  last  Christmas  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  about  two  weeks  before  Christmas. 

Question.  And  you  were  hurt  by  them  a  year  before  that  ?  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  in  the  fall  of  the  year;  I  was  just  done  getting  up  the  com 
and  cribbing  it. 

Question.  Tell  us  what  occurred. 

Answer.  I  was  working  for  a  man  named  Colonel  Jerry  Holt — cropping  for  him.  I  had 
three  or  four  boys  working  with  me;  we  tended  his  whole  crop.  He  had  given  one  of 
the  boys  a  pair  of  chickens.  He  was  a  mighty  hand  himself — Colonel  Jerry  was — to 
raise  game  chickens,  and  he  gave  one  of  the  boys  a  pair  of  chickens  to  raise  from 
for  himself.  I  generally  let  the  boys  stay  at  his  house,  as  he  had  no  servants  staying 
with  him,  and  he  wanted  them  to  stay  with  him,  so  that  if  anything  happened  during 
the  night  there  would  be  some  one  to  send  off  for  the  doctor  or  anything.  They  went 
home  with  me  one  night  and  staid  there  a  while.  I  had  just  laid  down,  and  said  to 
the  boys  that  they  had  better  take  the  dog  and  go  around  by  the  end  of  the  house 
home.  They  had  been  gone  may  be  five  or  ten  minutes,  when  I  heard  something  go 
tramping  about  the  house;  I  thought  at  first  the  boys  had  got  scared  and  come  back. 
They  banged  against  the  door.  I  said  "Hallo!"  Some  one  outside  said  "Hallo!  is 
that  you,  Caswell?"  I  said  "Yes."  By  that  time  I  was  up  in  bed.  They  opened  the 
door  and  came  in,  and  one  of  them  said  "Come  out  here."  They  kept  grabbing  at  me 
while  I  was  in  bed,  but  I  didn't  look  for  them  to  hurt  me.  They  then  grabbed  me  by 
the  arms  and  pulled  me  out  of  doors  and  commenced  choking  me.  I  said,  "Look  here! 
don't  choke  me."  I  didn't  think  then  they  were  going  to  hurt  me.  One  of  them  gave 
me  a  lick  in  the  eye  with  something,  and  liked  to  have  knocked  it  out.  They  then  tied 
my  hands  with  a  cord  they  cut  off  my  bed.  One  of  them  said  to  mo,  (only  one  of  them 
talked  any,)  "Now,  do  you  recollect  anything  about  any  chickens?"  I  said,  "No;  I 
don't  recollect  anything  about  any  chickens,  onlj-  my  own;  I  have  plenty  of  chickens 
of  my  own."  He  then  said,  "  Do  you  recollect  anything  about  any  wheat  or  corn  ?"  I 
said,  "  I  don't  recollect  anything  about  that ;  I  have  got  plenty  of  wheat  and  corn  of 
my  own ;  I  have  no  great  deal  of  wheat,  but  I  have  plenty  of  corn."  I  had  then 
forty-two  and  a  half  barrels  of  corn  I  had  raised  that  year,  to  my  share.  "Come 
along  here,"  he  said.  They  took  me  then  about  three  hundred  yards  into  the  woods; 
I  lived  right  in  the  edge  of  the  woods.  They  got  me  out  where  there  was  a  tree  that 
had  a  limb  that  run  straight  out ;  and  the  same  one  said  to  me,  "  Do  you  know  how 
near  your  time  is  now?"  I  said,  "No,  sir;  I  have  no  idea  anything  about  it."  He 
said,  "This  is  your  last  moment."  I  said,  "Well,  I  can't  helpit."  "Have  you  any- 
thing you  want  to  say  ?"  said  he.  I  said,  "  No,  sir ;  I  have  nothing  I  want  to  say  here." 
He  said,  "  You  can't  say  it  anywhere  else."  I  said,  "  Well,  I  can't  help  it."  Then  one 
of  them  got  up  in  the  tree,  and  the  rope  that  was  around  my  hands  was  thrown  up 
over  the  limb,  and  one  of  them  said,  "  Draw  him  up."  And  they  drawed  me  up  till — 
well,  they  just  tip-toed  me,  and  let  me  stay  so  for  a  while.  They  then  let  me  down 
and  said,  "Now  do  you  recollect  anything  about  any  chickens?"    1  said,  "No,  I  don't." 
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He  stood  and  talked  with  me  a  -while,  and  then  said,  "Well,  draw  him  np  ajjain." 
There  Avas  still  a  man  up  there  on  the  limb.  The  moon  shone  just  as  bright  as 
day.  There  were  sixteen  of  them  there  in  line  before  me.  They  drawed  me  up  ap;aiu, 
tip-toed  me,  and  then  let  me  down.  "Now  do  you  recollect  anything  about  itf  I 
told  them,  "No,  I  don't ;  just  like  I  told  you  at  first.  I  dont't  know  anything  about  it 
and  I  can't  tell  you  anything  about  it."  He  said,  "Sit  down  here;"  just  so,  he  said 
"it  has  got  to  come."  My  hands  were  tied,  and  when  I  sat  down  they  put  my  hands 
over  my  knees  and  jjut  a  stick'through. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

QuesHon.  They  bucked  you? 

Jvsiver.  Yes,  sir,  they  bucked  me ;  and  then  this  man  who  talked  said,  "  Form  a  line ;" 
and  they  formed  a  line,  and  all  marched  along  and  gave  mo  three  licks  a  piece. 

QufsUon.  With  what? 

Answer.  With  sticks,  switches.  I  then  got  up.  He  then  said,  "  Now,  do  you  recollect 
anything  about  it  ?"  I  said,  "  No :  I  told  you  I  didn't ;  I  know  nothing  about  it,  and  I 
can't  tell  you  anything  about  it."  Then  that  one  jumped  up  into  the  tree  again, 
"Draw  him  up  here  again."  And  they  drawed  me  iip  again;  just  stretched  me  up; 
and  then  they  took  the  stick,  one  hold  of  each  end  of  it,  and  rubbed  it  up  and  down  my 
back. 

Question.  Did  they  draw  you  up  bucked? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  pulled  the  stick  out,  and  then  took  the  stick  they  bucked  me 
with  and  drawed  it  up  and  down  my  back  while  I  was  stretched  np  there.  They  then 
let  me  down.  "  Do  you  recollect  anything  about  it  now  ?"  I  said,  "  No,  I  don't."  He 
said,  "I  give  you  ten  days  to  leave  the  country."  I  said,  "Very  good;  I  haven't  done 
anything  to  leave  the  country  for;  if  I  have  done  anything,  please  tell  me,  and  I  will 
acknowledge  and  own  that  I  have  done  it."  He  said,  "  You  arc  to  leave  tbe  country." 
I  said,  "  Very  good."  "  Who  are  you  Koi^B  t"  tell  this  to  ?"  says  ho.  I  said,  "  I  don't 
know  tliat  I'sball  tell  it  to  any  person."  He  said,  "You  don't  know  that  you  .shall."  I 
said,  "No;  I  don't  know  that  I  .shall  tell  it  to  anybody."  He  said,  "  Damn  you,  will 
youewear  that  you  won't  tell  it  f  I  said,  "  Ye.s,  I  reckon  I  will  swear  it."  He  said, 
"Now,  ])nt  otf  from  here."  When  I  got  off  "a  little  ways,  one  got  after  me,  and  gave 
me  three  licks,  and  said,  "  Damn  you,  run."    I  could  hardly  run  to  save  my  life. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Queslion.  Were  these  men  disguised? 

Anxtccr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How? 

Answer.  They  all  had  long  white  robes  on,  all  of  them,  loose  gowns,  and  caps  on  their 
heads  Avith  three  horns.  I  went  on  to  my  house;  my  wife  said,  "Wliat  did  they  do  to 
you?"  I  said,  "  Don^t  talk  to  me;  tliey  pretty  nigh  killed  me."  She  kept  on  at  mo, 
and  asked  me  what  they  said  and  did  to  me.  At  last  she  said.  "Must  I  go  down  to  the 
house  for  Mr.  Holt  ?"  1  told  her,  "  Yes,  you  may  go  down  there  and  tell  him  to  come 
up;  I  want  to  .see  him."  I  could  neither  sit,  lie  down,  nor  stand;  I  was  up  and  dowu 
all  night,  trying  to  get  some  ease  some  way. 

Question.  To  what  extent  was  your  back  injured? 

Answer.  It  was  cut  all  to  pieces  ;  and  my  wife  pulled  a  splinter  out  of  me  here  [put- 
ting his  hand  on  his  right  hip]  as  long  as  my  finger,  from  one  of  the  sticks  they  hit  me 
■with. 

Queslion.  Was  your  back  bruised  and  bleeding? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  went  out  there  the  next  day  and  saw  where  the  blood  had  run  on 
the  ground  where  I  was  sitting  down.  Col.  Jerry  Holt,  the  man  I  was  cropi)ing  for, 
came  up,  and  said,  "  What's  the  matter,  Caswell  ?"  I  said,  "  A  parcel  of  men  came  here 
just  now,  and  ]n-etty  nigh  beat  mo  to  death."  "Humph!"  said  he,  "what  did  they 
say?"  I  told  him  they  questmned  me  about  wheat  and  corn.  He  said,  "You've  no 
need  for  any  wheat  and  corn  ;  you  havfr  plenty  of  your  own."  I  said,  "  Tliat  is  what  I 
know.  Do  you  know  anything,  Mr.  Holt,  of  any  wheat  or  corn  stole  in  the  neighbor- 
hood anywhere?"  He  .said,  "  Yes  ;  my  son  George  has  missed  some  wheat  and  corn." 
I  said,  "That  is  the  corn  and  wheat  I've  been  beat  about  to-night."  He  .said,  "No; 
George  never  has  accused  anybody  of  it ;  and  wo  all  know  that  you  have  no  need  of 
taking  anybody's  wheat  and  corn  ;  you  have  plenty  of  your  own  ;  I  don't  know  why 
you  should  say  you  were  beat  about  George's  wheat  and  corn."  I  said,  "  I  know  of  no 
other  that  is  missing  about  here;  do  yon?"  Ho  said,  "No."  I  said,  "That  must  be 
the  wheat  and  corn  I  was  (juestioned  about."  He  said,  "  No ;  I  reckon  it  isn't."'  My 
wife  said,  "  It's  nothing  but  our  neighborhood  jjcople  h(>re  who  have  done  this;  they 
have  just  got  a  spite  against  him."  Col.  Jerry  Holt's  daughter,  who  was  there,  said, 
"  You  ouglitn't  to  say  that,  Amy ;"  my  Avife  is  named  Amy  ;  "  these  peoi)le  we  liave 
been  reading  of  for  the  last  year  or  two  away  otf  have  come  here  to-night  and  beat 
Cas. ;  maybe  they  have  come  a  thousand  miles."  My  wife  told  her  there  was  no  use 
talking  about  a  thousand  miles  ;  that  no  people  a  thousand  miles  off  would  couie  that 
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far  to  beat  me.    She  said,  "  It  is  just  people  going  about  for  that  business."    I  kept 
my  bed  for  three  or  four  days;  I  couldn't  do  anything  at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  men  who  whipped  you  ? 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Daniel  Anthony  and  two  of  hia 
sous  were  there ;  the  rest  of  them  I  didn't  know. 

Question.  How  could  you  tell  them  ? 

Answer.  By  their  movements,  and  the  size  of  the  men.  I  had  always  been  knowing 
them  all  my  life;  lived  right  in  the  neighborhood  with  them. 

Question.  Did  they  speak  any  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  only  one  spoke  ;  he  was  a  great,  portly,  fat,  fleshy  man.  The  rest 
of  them  never  said  a  word. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  charge  against  these  men  you  thought  you  knew? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  had  them  up  before  a  magistrate. 
By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  How  many  of  them  ? 

Ansicer.  I  believe  I  had  up  some  twelve  of  them.  This  same  George  Rogers,  who 
■was  down  here  the  other  week,  and  Henry  Albright  were  among  them. 

Question.  Before  what  justice  ? 

Ansieer.  Peter  Harden  ;  and  Lawyer  Badham  was  the  lawyer. 

Question.  How  did  they  get  clear  ? 

Answer.  They  swore  themselves  out,  you  know;  they  were  guilty  of  it,  but  they 
swore  themselves  out,  just  like  they  are  doing  at  this  day  and  time. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  tell  this  story  to  your  old  master.  Squire  Holt  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  told  him  the  same  story.  When  I  got  so  I  coulil  walk  I  started 
down  to  see  Culonel  Jerry  Holt,  and'  find  out  what  he  thought  I  had  better  do.  They 
said  I  was  to  leave  the  couniy  in  ten  days,  and  I  wanted  to  get  his  advice  as  to  what 
I  had  better  do.  He  said  that  he  thought  may-bo  I  had  better  go  away  anyhow  for  a 
few  days  ;  just  leave  my  family  there,  and  go  away  myself  for  a  few  days.  My  father 
had  a  horse.  He  lived  about  a  mile  off,  on  another  place.  I  sent  down  and  got  my 
father's  horse,  and  rode  over  to  my  old  master's,  about  four  miles  from  where  I  was 
living  then. 

Question.  Over  to  Mr.  Edwin  Holt's  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  talked  with  him  about  it.  He  asked  me  some  questions  about 
it,  and  told  me  that  the  less  I  said  about  it  tlie  better ;  that  I  would  find  out  more  by 
saying  nothing  about  it,  and  not  trying  to  have  them  arrested,  than  I  would  by  under- 
taking to  have  them  arrested.  It  was  a  new  tiling  there;  about  the  first  outrage  that 
was  committed  in  Alamance.  He  said  to  me,  "  Cas.,  these  tilings  have  been  raging  in 
the  Northern  States  for  years;  they  are  something  mysterious;  something  that  we 
people  can't  understand;  it  is  a  sort  of  resurrection  ;  that's  what  it  is,  Cas."  I  said, 
*'  Yes,  sir ;  but  look  here,  master,  you  have  been  my  master ;  you  raised  me  from  a 
child."  He  said, ''  Yes,  I  raised  you,  Cas.,  and  I  respect  you  as  one  of  my  own  children." 
I  said,  "Well,  do  you  suppose  that  the  Almighty  has  given  the  dead  power  to  rise  now 
and  go  about  beating  people,  and  nmmmncking  tliem  all  up  in  that  way?"  Ho  said, 
"It  is  something  we  can't  understand,  Cas.;  something  that  has  been  existing  for 
some  time,  and  we  can't  understand  it."  I  said,  "  Well,  I  can  tell  you  this  :  you  read 
the  Bible,  and  I  can't ;  but  [  tell  you,  if  the  Almighty  has  given  the  dead  power  to 
rise  at  this  day  and  beat  people  who  are  living,  the  next  time  they  come  to  my  house 
there  will  be  two  of  us  there  in  tlio  morning ;  for  I  will  kill  one  if  I  can,  and  if  I  do 
he  will  not  come  there  any  more  till  God  does  raise  him  right."  He  said,  "  Good  even- 
ing ;"  and  tliat  is  the  last  he  and  I  said  about  it.  Well,  it  went  on  for  about  twelve 
months  ;  until  about  two  weeks  before  Christmas,  a  year  ago. 

Question.  Had  you  left  your  place  then  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  had  got  a  house  to  go  to.  The  man  I  was  cropping  for  said  that 
there  was  no  use  my  leaving  the  county,  as  they  told  me  to. 

Question.  Had  you  had  anything  to  do  with  taking  chickens  and  corn  and  wheat  ? 
Ansicer.  No,  sir  ;  I  had  plenty  of  my  own. 
Question.  Had  any  charge  ever  been  made  against  you  before  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  can  tell  the  whole  case.  The  man  I  was  cropping  for,  Coloacl 
Jerry  Holt,  asked  mo  before  election  came  on  how  I  was  going  to  vote,  and  told  me 
how  to  vote. 

Question.  How  did  he  tell  you  to  vote? 

Anstcer.  He  told  me  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  I  went  to  the  election,  and  at 
night,  when  I  came  home,  he  said,  "  Cas.,  were  you  at  the  election  to-day "?''  I  said, 
"Yes,  sir."  He  said,  "  How  d«id  you  vote?"  I  told  him  I  didn't  know  how  I  voted. 
He  said,  "You  can't  make  me  believe  that ;  you  are  no  fool."  I  said,  "  I  can't  read ;  I 
don't  know  how  I  voted."  He  said,  "Who  gave  you  the  ticket  you  voted?"  I  said, 
"A  black  man  gave  it  to  me."  He  said,  "  You  know  how  you  voted  ;  you  voted  the 
radical  ticket."    I  said,  "I  don't  know  how  I  voted ;  I  might  have  voted  the  radical 
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ticket ;  I  don't  know."  He  said,  "  I've  no  further  use  for  you ;  I  told  you  before  this 
election  caaie  on  that  no  man  should  live  on  my  laud  who  voted  against  luy  interest, 
and  tried  to  give  my  land  and  property  away ;  you  can't  live  ou  it  any  longer ;  I've 
no  further  use  for  you."  I  said,  "Very  good;  whenever  you  are  tired  of  me,  I  am 
tired  of  you  ;  I  would  like  to  live  with  you,  but  whenever  you  are  tired  of  me,  I  am 
tired  of  you."  It  went  on  that  way,  and  it  didn't  get  any  better.  I  was  going  away, 
but  he  told  me  that  as  I  had  started  in  with  the  next  crop  I  had  better  stay  there,  for 
he  would  give  nie  as  good  a  chance  as  anybody  else.  I  said,  "  I  know  that,  and  I 
would  like  to  live  with  you,  if  we  can  live  in  peace  and  agreeable  together;  but  if  we 
don't,  I  don't  want  to  live  with  you." 

Question.  Now  go  on  and  tell  us  about  the  time  when  you  were  visited  again. 

Answei:  It  went  on  in  that  way  until  the  crop  was  gathered  again  ;  it  was  about  two 
weeks  before  Christmas.  I  had  done  gathered  the  crop,  and  sowed  a  little  wheat  ou 
the  place.  I  was  going  to  move  the  next  week.  I  would  have  left  the  week  before 
they  shot  nip,  l)Ut  there  was  a  little  road  they  wanted  to  cut  out  from  Gun  Creek  to 
Company  Shops,  and  I  went  there  on  Saturday  and  worked  ou  that.  I  had  beeu 
chopping  very  hard,  and  came  home  that  night  and  laid  down  on  the  bed.  The  boys 
were  all  up  there  that  night.  The  dog  broke  out  after  I  laid  down.  There  was  a  hole 
in  the  walls  of  the  house;  it  was  a  log  house;  and  the  boys  peeped  out  and  said, 
"  Here,  pap,  the  Ku-Klux  are  all  around  the  house."  I  said,  "  They  are?"  They  .said, 
"Yes."  Hy  tliis  time  they  were  at  the  door,  and  said,  "Open  the  door."  They  struck 
against  the  door  with  a  stick,  or  something — bang  against  the  door.  I  said,  "  No,  sir; 
I  don't  open  my  door  for  no  man,  unless  he  tells  me  who  lie  is  and  what  he  wants." 
He  said,  "  God  damn  you,  open  the  door."  I  thought  when  he  come  that  way,  ho 
wouldn't  get  me  to  open  it,  sure.  I  said,  "  No,  sir."  He  said,  "Strike  a  light  before 
you  open  it."  I  said,  "I've  nothing  to  nuike  a  light  of,  and  if  I  had  I  wouldn't  do  it, 
and  I  won't  open  the  door."  I  then  went  to  the  door  ;  it  was  a  little  Ihin  ])oplar  door, 
about  three-(inarter  inch  plank.  I  stood  at  the  door.  My  l)iggest  boy  was  standing  a 
little  piece  olf  from  me.  There  was  an  axe  sitting  there,  and  I  picked  it  up  and  went 
to  reach  it  to  him,  so  that  if  they  shouhl  break  in  we  would  hurt  some  of  tliem  before 
they  did  too  much  mischief.'  I  had  a  bowie-knile  in  my  hand,  standing  tluue  at  the 
door.  I  was  standing  there  as  close  as  I  am  now  to  this  table.  They  said,  "  Open  the 
door."  I  said  I  shouldn't  do  it.  Then  one  said,  "  Blow  his  brains  out."  Just  as  he 
said  that  they  all  lired  through  the  door,  just  red-hot.  just  llaniing  red  when  they  canio 
tlirough.  I  didn't  think  it  was  but  one  crack  ;  but  they  sai<l  they  shot  a  half  a  dozeu 
times  or  more.  I  clapped  my  hand  on  here  [placing  his  hand  (m  his  breast]  arul  said, 
"There,  they've  shot  me."  My  boy  knew  where  tliere  were  some  loose  planks  in  the 
floor,  lie  Jerked  up  two  of  them,  and  they  all  run  through  uuder  the  house — all  the 
biggest  of  thorn  ;  all  but  the  three  little  girls  I  had. 

Question.   How  many  children  had  you/ 

Anmar.  Nine. 

Question.  Were  they  all  in  the  house  ? 

Amicer.  Yes,  sir;  and  my  wife  and  the  biggest  of  the  children  run  in  there  under 
the  tloor.  They  took  rails  and  punched  the  door  into  splinters,  and  caino  iu.  They 
said,  when  they  come  in,  "O,  yes;  God  damn  your  old  soul;  if  you  had  opened  the 
door  before  you  wouldn't  have  beeu  shot."  I  said,  "  I  didn't  open  it,  tlien."  They 
said,  "Yes,  you're  shot;  hush  that  groaning."  I  said,  "  I  can't  stop  the  groaning." 
They  struck  u|>  a  light.  I  was  lying  on  tlie  lloor  Hat  ou  my  back,  .ind  had  the  knife 
in  my  hand.  They  said,  "  What  are  you  doing  with  that  kuifcf  I  said,  "  I  had  it." 
They  said,  "Yes;  God  damn  you  ;  you're  shot,  too;  you  said  you  wasn't  afraid  of  all 
the  Ku-Klux  in  the  county."  I  said,  "  No;  I  didn't  say  that ;  you  heard  it  from  souie- 
body  else."  They  said,  "Are  you  afraid  of  them  now  ? "  I  said,  "I  don't  know  any- 
thing about  them."  He  said,  "  Do  you  know  me?"  I  said,  "No;  I  don't  know  any- 
thing about  you."  He  said,  "  Where's  all  them  boys  you  had  here  ?"  I  said,  "  I  don't 
know  wlierc!  they  are  ;  they  were  here  a  few  minirtes  ago."  He  said,  "  Where  are  the 
guns  and  pistols  and  everything  you've  got  here  ?"  I  said,  "  They  aint  here,  because 
1  haven't  got  'em,  and  never  had  'em."  iL'  said,  "  You're  a  liar  ;  you  have  some  guns 
here."  I  said,  "Yes,  a  couple  of  old  guns."  He  said,  "Where  are  theyf"  I  said, 
"They're  sitting  here  somewhere;  you  can  find  'em  if  you  look  for  'em."  They  took 
them  out  and  broke  theui  all  to  pieces,  and  then  said,  "Throw  these  things  out  and 
set  it  afire ;  we  will  make  them  get  out  of  here."  The  little  girls  were  h(diering  and 
screaming,  and  they  fell  to  whipping  'cm.  One  of  them  said,  "  Let  'em  alone  ;  htn't 
abuse  'em."  And  another  said,  "  Don't  put  any  hre  iu  the  hou.se,  but  throw  the  things 
out,"  They  then  threw  out  one  bed,  broke  my  looking-glass  and  wheel,  and  every- 
thing else,  pretty  near,  Auother  said,  "Come,  George,  we  nnist  nuike  quick  time 
here.  And  as  soon  as  thej'  said  that,  they  were  all  gone,  and  I  haven't  seen  them 
since. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  were  there  ? 

Annuwr.  1  don't  know;  the  house  wjis  full.  Some  people,  who  said  they  saw  them 
coming  there  that  night,  said  there  were  about  fifty  of  them.. 
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Qufistton.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answci:  Yes,  sir  ;  the  same  way  as  the  first  were. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  yon  why  tliey  did  this  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Never  said  anything  about  it;  only  said  that  I  had  said  I  was  not  a&aid  of 
every  Ku-Khix  in  the  county. 

Question.  Did  more  than  one  speak  at  that  time  ? 

Ansive)-.  No,  sir;  only  one  did  the  talking. 

Question.  Did  you  recognize  any  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  couldn't  tell  anything  about  any  of  them  that  shot  me. 

Question.  What  time  in  the  night  was  this  ? 

Answer.  About  eight  or  nihe  o'clcTck,  I  reckon — about  the  time  they  generally  come. 

Question.  Does  your  house  stand  by  itself  f 

Answer.  Yes,  su' ;  up  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Colonel 
Holt's  house. 

Question.  What  occurred  afterward  ? 

Ansiver.  The  next  morning  I  sent  for  the  doctor  to  come  and  take  out  the  balls — Dr. 
Montgomery.  He  came  and  took  out  the  balls,  and  told  them  they  had  better  move 
mo  to  Graham,  if  I  was  to  be  moved,  or  else  they  wouldn't  move  me  at  all.  That  even- 
ing they  carried  me  to  Graham,  and  got  me  there  just  at  night. 

Question.  How  many  balls  did  they  fire  into  you  i 

Answer.  [The  witness  indicated  where  he  had  been  shot — in  both  arms  and  in  his 
chest.]    There  were  five  balls  and  two  shot. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Bird  shot  ?  , 

A7iswer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Que'ition.  When  you  say  "  balls,"  do  you  mean  bullets  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     The  doctor  took  them  out  the  next  morning. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  confined  to  the  house  by  those  injuries  ? 

Answer.  I  was  confined  to  the  house  from  that  time  until  away  into  April,  I  reckon — 
till  corn-planting  time  again.  I  was  not  able  to  do  anything  at  all ;  then  a  while  after 
they  were  done  planting  corn,  I  could  creep  about' a  little.  The  doctor  said  I  never 
would  be  any  good  again ;  but  then  I  got  up  again. 

Question.  How  has  it  aftected  your  health  and  strength  ? 

Answei:  It  has  aftected  my  health  and  strength  very  much.  I  used  to  he  as  stout  as 
any  man  you  ever  saw.     I  never  had  a  spell  of  sickness  before  that. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  eft'ect  of  such  proceedings  upon  the  colored  people  of 
that  county  ;  do  they  feel  safe  ? 

Answer.  They  don't  feel  safe  there  at  all,  I  can  tell  you  that ;  and  a  great  many  of 
them  have  taken  the  notion  to  leave ;  they  could  hardly  stay  about  tiiere.  They 
wanted  to  run  them  all  oft"  because  the  jirinciijal  jjart  of  them  voted  the  radical  ticket. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Wanted  to  run  all  off  who  voted  the  radical  ticket 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  said  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  it  talked,  and  I  saw  them  try  it.  They  tried  to  turn  me 
from  voting  the  republican  ticket;  but  I  didn't  turn,  and  that  is  what  they  shot  me 
for,  I  reckon.  That  is  the  case  every  election  that  has  been  there.  They  have  been 
trying  to  get  us  to  vote  the  conservative  ticket ;  some  they  would  get  to  vote  it,  and 
some  they  wouldn't. 

Question.  Were  those  that  would  not  vote  the  conservative  ticket  the  ones  that  had 
these  outrages  committed  on  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  You  never  saw  one  bothered  at  all  that  voted  the  conservative 
ticket. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  speecb  es  made  by  the  conservatives,  as  they  call 
themselves "? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  several  made  by  them.     I  heard  Mr.  Turner  speak,  and  others. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Turner  say  anything  to  the  blacks  about  voting  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  heard  him  say  one  day,  in  a  speech  in  the  court-house  at  Graham, 
that  a  negro  who  voted  the  radical  ticket  should  never  live  on  his  laud. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Josiah  Turner  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  said  he  had  an  old  black  man  named  Dick  ;  that  he  was  just 
as  good  to  him  as  a  father,  but  he  said.  "  If  Dick  should  ever  vote  the  radical  ticket, 
Dick  should  never  eat  my  meat  and  bread  ;  damned  if  Dick  could  ever  eat  my  meat 
and  bread." 
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Question.  That  was  in  a  public  speech  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Did  he  say  anything  like  this  in  his  speech?  "  I  told  you  what  this  would 
come  to." 

Answer.  He  was  talking  about  these  secret  organizations,  and  said,  "  They  talk 
about  the  Ku-Klux;  the  niggers  have  secret  leagues,  and  why  not  we  have  secret 
Ku-Klux  r 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Did  he  refer  to  anything  that  had  been  done  by  the  Ku-Klnx  ? 

Answer.-'No,  sir;  he  didn't  refer  to  anything  that  had  been  done  by  them,  that  I 
heard  ;  that  was  wliat  he  said. 

Qitesiion.  Did  he  give  any  warning  as  to  what  would  follow? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  didn't  understand  more  than  what  I  have  just  told  you. 

Question.  You  say  the  colored  peoj^le  do  not  feel  secure  since  these  whippings  have 
taken  place  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  they  don't.    And  a  great  many  whites  don't. 

Qufstion.  What  is  the  feeling  now  among  the  colored  people  there  in  regard  to  these 
Ku-Klux  organizations ;  are  they  still  afraid  they  will  be  interfered  with  by  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  tht-y  are  afraid  yet ;  and  a  great  many  of  them  will  not  live  out 
in  the  country  at  all,  because  they  aVe  afraid  to  stay  anywhere  out  of  town. 

Question.  Have  yon  talked  much  with  the  colored  people  in  that  part  of  the  country? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  a  great  many  of  them. 

Question.  What  is  the  feeling  among  them  generally,  in  regard  to  their  safety? 

Answer.  Their  general  feeling  is  very  bad,  because  they  are  scared ;  a  great  many  of 
them  would  hardly  go  to  the  elections  on  that  account. 

.Question.  Of  what  were  they  afraid  ? 

Answer.  They  were  afraid  that  if  they  went  to  elections  and  voted,  those  who  lived  in 
the  country,  that  they  would  go  after  them  at  night  and  beat  them,  and  kill  them, 
and  haiig  them,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  colored  people  kept  away  at  the  last  election  by  that  fear? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  great  many  of  them  were  kept  away  by  that;  a  great  many 
where  I  live,  that  1  know. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  :  ' 

QucHtion.  You  live  in  Alamance  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  where  colored  men  have  inflicted  wrongs,  have 
whipped  or  beaten  any  other  colored  men  for  voting  with  the  democrats? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't.  I  have  heard  tell  of  a  great  many  being  whipped  around 
there,  but  lldon't  know  what  they  are  whipped  for ;  but  for  the  same  thing,  I  guess. 
A  great  many  of  them  are  whii)jK'd  down  there. 

Question.  When  you  say  "  for  the  same  thing,"  what  do  you  mean? 

Answer.  For  voting  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Union  League  ? 

Ansiccr.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  joined  any  secret  organization  of  any  kind  ;  league  or  any- 
thing else. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  desire  of  the  colored  people  there  in  regard  to 
their  political  rights;  is  it  simply  to  be  let  alone  to  do  as  they  please  about  voting? 

Answer.  That  is  the  way  it  ought  to  be;  but  then  they  always  try  and  encourage 
them  to  vote  on  their  side  ;  both  democrats  and  republicans,  too. 

Question.  Both  parties  want  to  get  their  votes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  both  parties  want  to  get  their  votes. 

Question.  I  am  asking  what  is  the  wish  of  the  colored  people  themselves;  do  they 
wish  to  be  let  alone,  so  that  they  can  vote  as  they  please  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  generally  the  wish. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  in  which  they  have  tried  to  inflnence  each  other 
by  threats  of  violence? 

J HStccr.  The  colored  people?     I  do  not. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  about  a  colored  man  being  able  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket,  if  he  wishes  to  do  so,  without  being  injured  by  his  fellows? 

Answer.  My  oi>inion  is,  just  let  every  man  vote  as  he  wants  to. 

Question.  If  a  colored  man  does  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  is  ho  in  any  danger  from 
the  other  colored  men  ?  ,     ,  . 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  talk  a  little  to  him  when  he  first  does  it ;  but  they  just  let  him 
alone  after  that ;  let  him  go  on.  No,  sir ;  he  is  in  no  danger  from  his  own  color  about 
that. 
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Question.  Have  you  kuoTvn  any  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  whipping  either  of  a 
colored  or  white  man  there,  to  be  tried  and  punished  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  three  negroes  who  were  tried  in  Alamance 
County  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  1  knew  one  of  them  mighty  well. 

Question.  Is  there  any  trouble  in  convicting  a  colored  man,  if  he  is  guilty  of  steal- 
ing, burning,  or  auythiug  of  that  kind,  if  there  is  evidence  against  him  i 

Ansiver.  No  trouble,  if  there  is  any  evidence  found  against  him,  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Question.  Do  they  attempt  to  shield  each  other  from  punishment  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  their  feeling  about  that  ? 

Ansicer.  The  feeling  is  just  as  down  against  it  as  any  other  men — those  that  don't  in- 
dulge in  such  things  as  that. 

Question.  Were  it  not  for  these  ontrages  committed  at  night  by  people  in  diguise, 
could  there  be  peace  and  security  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  there  could. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  the  white  men  of  both  parties  talk  about  this  outrage  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  heard  them  talk  about  it — not  much. 

Question.  Do  they  dift'er  about  how  they  look  at  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  want  to  make  believe  that  there  is  no  such  thing  ;  that  there 
is  some  dead  persons  that  came  out  of  the  ground. 

Question.  Which  party  make  you  believe  that? 

Answe):  The  democratic  partj'^ ;  they  say  they  rise  out  of  the  graveyard. 

Question.  You  have  not  been  convinced  yet  that  they  rise  from  the  graveyard? 

A)tswer.  No,  sir;  can't  get  convinced  of  It  yet.  They  may  come  out  of  there,  but 
then  they  don't  corae  out  of  the  grave,  [laughing.] 

Question.  How  old  are  you  ? 

Answer.  I  am  thirty-six. 

Queslion.  A  married  man? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  got  nine  children. 

Question.  Are  you  a  cropper  now  ? 

Anmver.  I  am  not  this  year. 

Question.  Was  any  of  your  property  taken  at  the  time  of  this  raid? 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  they  broke  my  spinning  wheel  and  reel,  some  dishes, 
glass,  and  some  other  things. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  some  colored  men  who  were  tried  and  con\'icted  ;  was  one  of 
them  named  Paisley  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  Allen  Paisley. 

Question.  What  was  he? 

Answer.  He  pretended  to  be  a  preacher  around  the-re  a  whUe. 

Question.  Did  you  know  him  i^retty  well  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  he  do  ? 

Answer.  He  went  to  his  uncle's  house  and  asked  him,  "Did  he  have  any  ham?"  He 
told  him  he  didn't.  Then  he  said  he  was  a  liar — he  did  have  some.  Then  he  says, 
•' Have  yoiT  got  any  money  ?"  His  uncle  said  ho  hadn't  any  ham  nor  any  money.  He 
told  him  he  was  a  liar,  that  he  would  have  it,  and  if  he  did  not  give  it  to  him  he'would 
beat  him.    Then  he  fell  in  on  him  and  they  give  him  some. 

Question.  How  many  were  in  that  party  ? 

Answe) .  They  brought  three  there  at  Graham  the  next  evening,  Sunday. 

Question.  How  manj'  were  with  the  party  ? 

Answer.  This  colored  man  said  there  was  aboiit  twenty-five. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised? 

Answer.  All  disguised.  They  didn't  go  right.  They  just  had  a  shirt  drawn  outside 
of  their  pants,  and  old  paper  faces  and  sheepskins.  They  didn't  understand  it  like 
the  white  men. 

Question.  This  was  a  colored  man  they  whipped? 

Avswer.  Yes,  sir;  they  whipped  three  colored  men  that  same  night. 

Question.  They  were  not  well  disguised  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  way  they  caught  them,  one  that  they  whipped  was  named 
Henderson  Cobel,  and  they  asked  him  if  he  had  any  money,  and  he  said  no.  They  told 
him  he  had.  He  said  ho  had  only  one  dollar  in  his  pocket ;  he  slipped  that  oiit  and 
gave  them  the  i^urse.  That  is  all  the  money  they  got  from  him.  He  told  me  that  hun- 
eelf. 

Question.  Who  was  the  other  man  ? 

Answer.  They  whipped  his  own  uncle,  and  one  of  his  own  uncle's  sons. 

Question.  This  clergyman  did  ? 
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Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  lie  said  he  had  been  talking  about  him,  and  he  wanted  to  -whip 
him. 

Question.  Who  were  the  other  ones  ? 

Answer.  Ou»  was  named  Dick  Thompson  and  one  Oscar  Cobell. 

Question.  Was  there  a  pretty  big  gang  of  these  men  under  Paisley? 

Answer.  They  said  there  was  about  twenty-five  when  they  opened  the  door,  but 
there  was  not  more  than  three  or  four  came  in  the  house.  They  had  clubs,  and  just 
made  them  give  right  up. 

Question.  This  Paisley  was  caught,  put  in  jail  and  punished,  and  is  now  in  the  peni- 
tentiary ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  other  two  ? 

Answer.  All  iu  the  penitentiary. 

Question.  They  did  not  find  out  any  of  the  rest  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Some  of  them  remarked  to  Allen  that  night  before  they  went  out, 
"  Now  you  know  we  are  not  fixed  to  go  out  here  this  way."  but  Allen  would  raise  up 
his  club,  and  say,  "  Damn  you,  go  on  ;  don't  you  say  nothing  more.  If  you  do,  I'll 
maul  you."  "  Well,'*'  says  they,  "  you  go  on  and  see  what  you  come  to ;  you  are  going 
to  be  catched."     I  heard  Allen  tell  this  to  his  uncle. 

Question.  Had  Allen  been  at  this  business  for  some  time  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  suppose  he  had.  That  was  near  about  his  first 
trip.  They  said, '*  We  are  going  to  be  caught  this  night."  Allen  said,  "  If  you  ain't 
caught,  and  you  tell  this,  aud  it  goes  out,  and  they  catch  me  and  don't  take  you.  I've 
got  a  crowd  iu  Graham  that  will  kill  you  afterwards."  I  asked  him  all  about  it  one 
day  aud  he  confessed  it. 

By  the  Chairm.\j^  : 

Question.  Were  you  living  at  Graham  when  Outlaw  was  hung? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  right  iu  town.  I  was  sick  then — hke  to  died  the  night  he  was 
hung. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Outlaw? 

Ansifer.  Yes,  sir ;  very  well. 

Question.  What  efi'ect  did  that  hanging  have  on  the  colored  people  in  that  county? 

Ansuwr.  Well,  sir,  it  had  a  great  effect  on  the  colored  and  white  people— it  like  to 
scared  everybody  ofl".  I  was  sick  and  like  to  die  and  I  did  not  want  to  stay  there  ;  I 
wanted  some  one  to  carry  me  away. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  who  any  of  the  men  were  that  whipped  you  the  first 
time  or  shot  you  the  second  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea  of  the  men  who  shot  me,  because  I  was  in  too  much  misery  to 
notice  them  at  all. 

Question.  When  you  got  information  against  the  men  that  you  believed  you  recog- 
nized, were  you  satisfied  that  they  were  the  men  ? 

Ansivcr.  The  first  time  ?  Yes,  sir  ;  I  was  satisfied  they  were  the  men  that  whipped 
me. 

Question.  When  that  case  came  to  be  heard  before  the  justice,  did  they  bring  witnesses 
to  prove  that  they  were  not  there  at  all  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  did  not  prove  they  were  not  there,  but  they  swore  that  they 
were  not  there  that  night.    They  did  not  have  any  witnesses  no  more  than  I  did  about  it. 

Question,  Yon  swore  you  believed  so  and  so? 

Ansiver.  Yt's,  sir;  just  my  belief. 

Question.  Was  it  pOssible  to  recognize  men  who  were  disguised  in  that  way? 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  it  was ;  a  man  that  had  been  raised  pretty  nigh  could  know 
them. 

Question.  You  are  satisfied  in  your  own  mind  that  those  were  the  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  these  men  come  on  horseback  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  on  foot ;  at  least  I  did  not  see  any  on  horses  as  far  as  they  carried  me. 

Question.  How  many  colored  men  have  you  heard  of  aud  known  to  be  whipped  iu 
Alamance  County  withiu  the  last  year? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  ;  there  has  been  as  many  as  five  or  six  that  I  have 
heard  of. 

I5y  Mr   B.vyard  : 

Question.  How  many  did  you  know  personally,  that  you  have  seen,  that  were 
whipped  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  Munroe  Freeman,  Henderson  Cobell,  Joe  Harvey,  and  Hamilton 
Brayham. 

Question.  How  many  of  these  were  whipped  by  Paisley  and  his  gang? 

Answer.  Henderson  Cobell  and  Munroe  Freeman,  his  owu  uncle,  aud  then  his  uncle's 
son. 
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Question.  That  leaves  two  cases  that  you  know,  that  were  not  whipped  by  Paisley  ? 

Ansu'er.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Those  are  all  the  individual  cases  you  know  of?  « 

Ansivcr.  That  is  all. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  these  three  men  in  the  party  of  sixteen  who  treated  you  so 
violently  ou  the  iirst  night ;  they  were  all  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Every  one  of  them. 

Question.  When  you  went  before  the  magistrate,  Harden,  what  were  you  able  to 
Bwear  about  the  identity  of  these  three  men  f    They  did  not  speak  ? 

Answer.  There  was  not  but  one  spoke,  and  he  had  my  liand  all  the  time.  I  knew 
them  from  the  motions  and  signs.     I  looked  at  them  and  knew  their  movements. 

Question.  Were  they  large  men  ? 

Answer.  Very  portly  men. 

Question.  Anything  about  their  dress  that  attracted  your  eyes? 

Ansiver.  Nothing  about  their  dress  ;  only  the  movement. 

Question.  They  were  covered  all  over  with  that  white  dress  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Mr.  Harden,  the  magistrate,  is  a  republican,  is  he  not  ? 

Answei:  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  le  heard  the  testimony  ? 

Attswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  hold  them  to  bail  or  discharge  them  ? 

Answer.  Ho  discharged  them,  and  I  paid  Mr.  Badham  10  bushels  of  corn  to  carry  it  on. 

Question.  The  lawyer? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  a  conservative,  or  republican  ? 

Ansiver.  A  republican. 

Question.  You  paid  him  to  appear  there  for  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  examine  you  as  as  a  witness  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  24,  1871. 
JosiAH  Turner,  jr.,  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Nye,  (acting  chairman:) 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside? 

Answer.  In  Hillsboro,  Orange  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  What  is  your  business? 

Ansiver.  For  nearly  thirty  years  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  bar;  my  present  busi- 
ness is  editor  of  a  newspaper. 

Question.  What  paper  ? 

Ansiver.  The  Raleigh  Sentinel.  I  do  not  know  but  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  add  that 
I  spend  much  of  my  time  with  my  family  in  Hillsboro,  at  home. 

Question.  Were  you  an  officer  of  the  confederate  army? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  captain. 

Question.  Under  whose  command  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Spruenn. 

Question.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  confederate  congress  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Were  you  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  Congress  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Congress  after  the  surrender. 

Question.  Is  Hillsboro  in  Alamance  County? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  is  in  Orange  Couut5^  Orange  County  was  divided  to  make  Ala- 
mance County. 

Question.  How  near  does  Alamance  County  come  to  Hillsboro? 

Answer.  Within  nine  or  ten  miles. 

Question.  Are  you  thoronghly  acquainted  with  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  born  and  raised  there,  and  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the 
people  of  the  county. 

Question.  Do  you  know  most  of  the  people  of  that  vicinity  personally? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  all  know  me,  I  suppose,  and  I  know  many  of  them.  I  repre- 
Bented  the  county  a  good  many  years  ago  in  the  legislature,  and  have  been  a  candidate 
often  before  them. 

Question.  You  mean  you  represented  them  in  the  State  legislature? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  I  represented  Alamance  and  then  Orange  County. 

Question.  Have  you  taken  quite  an  active  part  in  politics  since  the  rebellion? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  which  side  ? 

Answer,  On  the  conservative  side. 
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Question.  How  long  since  you  heard  of  the  organization  of  the  Ku-KUis  or  White 
Brotherhood  ? 

Jnswo:  1  never  knew  anything  of  it  till  the  late  trial  before  the  courts;  I  had  no 
knowledge  of  it,  and  none  that  the  outrages  were  perpetrated. 

Question.  Outrages  of  what  character? 

Ansicer.  Whipping  and  hanging. 

Question.  Shooting? 
Answer.  Shooting. 

Question.  AV»ont  how  long  since  you  became  aware  that  such  an  organization  existed? 

Ansicer.  I  had  no  knowledge*of  it  until  the  trials  last  summer,  before  Chief  Justice 
Pearson,  and  after  I  was  arrested  by  Kirk. 

Question.  From  what  you  learned  then  and  since,  how  long  has  that  organization  ex- 
isted ? 

Ansicer.  From  the  eyidence  of  the  witnesses  ? 

Question.  From  such  information  as  you  have  had  from  all  sources  ? 

Answei:  That  is  the  only  information  I  have  on  the  subject,  from  the  witnesses  at  the 
trial  last  summer  and  through  the  confession  of  the  parties.  About  1868, 1  think,  was 
the  first  date  I  remember  of  hearing  of  them.  I  was  in  court  and  heard  their  evidence 
and  have  read  it  since. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  you  never  had  any  belief  or  information  that  such  an  or- 
ganization existed  before  ? 

Answer.  I  never  had  the  least  information  ;  never  saw  a  man  who  told  me  or  inti- 
mated to  me  that  he  belonged  to  it. 

Question.  About  the  time  the  transactions  occurred  were  you  not  led  to  believe  that 
some  such  organization  axisted  ? 

Ansicei:  I  believe  there  were  combinations  or  organizations,  some  of  a  political 
character — that  was  my  opinion — and  others  of  the  character  of  vigilance  committees, 
to  punish  larceny  and  oflenses  against  the  law. 

Question.  I'rior  to  the  investigation  you  edited  this  paper,  did  you  not,  and  wrote 
articles  about  them,  or  caused  them  to'be  written  ;  did  yon  not  publish  in  the  Raleigh 
Sentinel  articles  in  relation  to  that  organization  before  the  trial  last  summer? 

Ansicer.  I  spoke  in  the  paper  of  Ku-Klux  and  outrages. 

Question.  Did  you  call  them  Ku-Klux  in  yoiu-  paper  before  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  no  doubt  I  did. 

Question.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  now  that  you  spoke  then  without  any  belief  or  knowl- 
edge on  the  subject  ? 

Avstcer.  I  had  no  knowledge  in  the  world. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  knowledge? 

Answer.  Personal  knowledge. 

Question.  I  mean  of  transactions  that  were  transpiring ;  did  you  not  Avrite  about  them 
before  the  trial  and  before  your  arrest  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  mentioned  in  my  paper,  but  I  had  no  knowledge  person- 
ally of  their  existence  till  those  witnesses  were  examined. 

Question.  You  had  a  belief  if  you  had  no  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  I  believed  there  were  organizations. 

Question.  And  you  believe  that  yet  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  they  were  organized  some  time  in  1868  ? 

yAnswcr.  Yes;  that  is  the  evidence. 

Qucslion.  What  was  the  character  of  the  transaction  of  these  organizatious  that  you 
remember  now  ;  the  Ku-Klux,  as  we  call  them,  but  otherwise  called  the  White  Brother- 
hood, the  Constitutional  Union  Guards,  and  Invisible  Emi>ire? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  in  the  world  of  them,  except  through  the  evidence  of  these 
persons.  I  learned  from  them  that  some  of  them  were  political  and  others  were  vigi- 
lance committees  that  went  about  whipping  white  and  black  people  for  stealing  and 
other  crimes. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  whipping  anybody  who  had  not  been  guilty  of 
any  crimes  ? 

Answer.  Did  you  ask  if  I  heard  or  know  of  it  ? 

Question.  If  you  heard  of  it. 

Answer.  Yes,'l  believe  they  whipped  some  persons  who  were  not  guilty  of  any  breaches 
of  the  criminal  law.  I  know  in  my  county  they  whipped  a  man — a  democrat.  He 
came  afterwards  to  me  and  gave  me  an  account  of  it.  He  said  he  had  voted  the  ticket 
and  was  a  good  democrat,  and  he  said  they  whipped  him  because  he  would  not  work 
to  support  his  family ;  I  know,  also,  that '  they  whipped  one  of  the  governor's  detec- 
tives in  my  county. 

Question.  Who  was  that  ? 

Answer.  William  Husky. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  facts  ? 

Ansicer.  They  whipped  Husky,  as  he  alleged,  and  told  me  He  had  been  indicted  tho 
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year  before  for  stealing;  he  confessed  his  guilt  in  court,  paid  the  costs,  and  quit.  He 
Was  appointed  afterward  a  detective  by  the  governor,  and  he  Avas  boasting  that  he  got 
one  thousand  dollars  a  year.  His  account  of  it  was  that  they  whipped  him  because 
he  was  active  as  a  detective.  ' 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  his  politics  were  ? 

Afisicer.  I  do  not  remember. 

Quesiioii.  He  would  not  have  been  very  likely  to  have  been  a  democrat,  being  em- 
ployed by  the  governor  ? 

Answer.  Some  democrats  take  such  service  under  the  Government  as  detectives  ;  some 
who  vote  and  claim  to  be  democrats.  There  was  one  I  know  who  was  in  my  office  six 
mouths. 

Question.  Were  they  whipped  for  that  ? 

Answer.  He  visited  my  office  every  day  and  was  a  good  democrat,  but  he  was  in  the 
pay  of  the  governor. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir  ;  not  at  all. 

Question.  Was  this  man's  name  Husky? 

Ansirer.  No;  this  was  a  man  named  Parker. 

Question.  Was  Husky  whipped  because  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  His  account  to  me,  I  think,  was  (lie  talked  about  it  himself)  that  te  was 
whipped  because  he  was  a  rogue  and  spy  of  the  governor. 

Question.  Because  he  was  a  detective? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  a  rogue. 

Question.  To  what  extent  was  he  whipped? 

Answer.  I  never  understood  whether  it  was  severe  or  not. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  case? 

Answer.  Do  you  speak  of  my  own  county  ? 

Question.  Any  county. 

Answer.  Oh,  yes ;  I  heard,  but  I  do  not  remember  the  names  of  persons  being 
whipped;  quite  a  number  of  them. 

Question.  Is  that  all  the  outrages  that  took  j>lace  in  your  county  ? 

Ansiver.  Oh,  no ;  there  were  four  men  hung,  I  think,  and  one  shot. 

Question.  At  what  place  ? 

Answer.  In  Orange  County. 

Question.  How  far  from  your  town? 

Ansicer.  About  ten  miles,  and  one  about  eighteen  miles,  and  another  abotit  six  or 
seven  miles. 

Question.  W^ho  Avas  the  man  that  was  shot  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  name  ;  it  was  a  negro. 

Question.  Was  it  Casswell  Holt  ? 

Answer.  No,  that  was  in  Alamance  county.  Mr.  Laws,  clerk  of  the  court,  gave  the 
names.     I  do  not  remember  the  names  ;  there  were  four  or  five  of  them. 

Question.  Have  you  mentioned  all  the  outrages  that  you  heard  of  in  your  own  county  ? 

Answer.  In  the  county  of  Orange  there  were  four  men  hung,  one  shot,  and  five 
whipped.     I  do  not  remember  of  any  other. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  What  were  these  four  men  hung  for? 
Answer.  For  burning  barns. 
Question.  Were  they  negroes  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes.  Three  of  "them  were  hung  for  burning  bams.  They  bui'ned  three  barns 
just  after  they  put  in  the  grain.    The  barns,  mules,  horses,  and  gi-ain,  were  all  consumed. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Were  they  tried  by  any  court  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  they  were  arrested,  two  of  them,  and  put  in  jail. 

Question.  Was  the  jail  broken  open  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes ;  a  party  of  disguised  men  came  to  the  jail  and  took  out  these  two  men. 
They  shot  one  and  turned  the  other  loose,  and  he  went  back  to  the  jail.  Then,  some 
two  or  three  weeks  after  that,  they  hung  two  or  three  others  who  had  been  engaged  in 
barn-burning.  One  of  them,  eighteen  miles  from  where  I  live,  was  hung  for  insulting 
a  white  lady.  They  came  to  the  neighborhood  through  the  woods.  The  negro  met  the 
young  lady  and  made  improper  overtures  to  her. 

Question.  Were  they  both  colored  people  ? 

Ansxver.  No ;  it  was  a  white  lady. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  offense  ? 
Answer.  He  made  a  proposition  to  this  lady,  who  knew  him ;  he  was  not  disguised. 


352        CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS   IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

.He  met  her  in  the  woods.     He  then  told  her  that  when  the  State  fair  was  held  there 
would  be  no  men  in  the  neighborhood,  and  he  would  have  his  way  whether  or  no. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  How  did  you  learn  these  facts ;  from  her  ? 

Ansiccr.  No,  sir;  from  her  near  neighbors,  and  some  of  her  Idnsfolk.  I  have  known 
them  all  my  life.    This  negro  was  afterward  hung. 

Question.  By  these  same  disguised  persons? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.    There  were  four,  as  I  understood  the  negro's  account  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  these  persons  who  committed  those  outrages  were 
disguised  at  the  time  they  committed  them  ? 

Ansu-e)\  Yes,  I  did.    Part  of  my  information  I  got  from  the  jailer,  and  he  got  it  from 
•  the  father  of  the  negi'o  who  was  'hung.    The  jailer's  account  was  that  four  disguised 
men  came  up  to  his  house. 

Question.  Is  it  a  fact,from  what  you  have  learned  up  to  this  time,  that  these Ku-Kluxe8 
were  in  the  habit  of  doing  these  deeds  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  so  ;  I  never  heard  of  its  being  done  except  in  disguise. 

Question.  From  what  you  now  know,  were  there  bodies  of  men  who  went  about  and 
did  these  things  in  disguise? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  that  disguise  was  ? 

Ariswer.  No, sir;  I  have  understood  sometimes  it  was  a  sheet  thrown  over  them,  and 
a  mask  of  some  kind. 

Question.  More  than  two  years  ago  had  you  not  good  reason  to  believe,  without  pos- 
itive knowledge,  that  this  Ku-Klux  existed  ? 

Ansu'ei:  Yes,  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  there  were  combinations  of  men 
that 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  their  ridiTig  through  your  town,  or  hear    of  it  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  of  it.     I  was  in  Raloigl)  at  tlie  time. 

Question.  What  number  did  you  hear  rode  through? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  ;  may  be  forty  or  lifty. 

Question.  Diil  they  ride  through  in  masks? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  suppose  they  did. 

Question.  Were  you  tohl  so  ? 

Answer.  I  sup])osc  they  did  ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  in  fact. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? 

Ansn-er.  It  has  been  twelve  mouths  or  more. 

Question.  As  late  as  last  spring  was  it  denied  in  j'our  paper  that  this  order  existed? 

Answer.  My  associate  wrote  an  article  in  which  he  denied  that  there  was  an  organ- 
ization of  that  kind — iierhaps  a  political  organization.  I  think  he  did  write  such  an 
article. 

QueMion.  Was  it  not  denied  many  times  in  your  paper? 

Ansirei:  I  do  not  remember  but  that  single  article,  and  I  do  not  remember  anything 
of  the  character  of  the  article. 

Question.  Did  that  article  use  positive  terms  toward  those  who  did  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  did  or  not.  I  did  not  write  the  article,  and  I  do 
not  n,)W  remember  the  c»liaracter  of  the  denial.  The  Sentinel  always  denied  that  it 
was  a  conservative  or  democratic  organization,  or  that  they  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 
That  was  tlie  denial,  and  I  deny  that  now,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends.  I  do  not 
believe  they  have  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  You  heard  some  people  testify,  did  you  not,  that  they  belonged  to  it? 

An,swer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  conservatives  or  radicals  ? 

Answer.  They  were  conservatives. 

Question.  Diil  you  ever  hear  a  man,  whom  you  knew  to  be  a  republican,  admit  that 
he  was  a  member  of  that  order  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  last  week,  though,  there  were  tried  in  the  town  of  Raleigh  quite 
a  nnmbt-r  of  republicans  for  going  masked  aud  shooting  and  whipping  a  colored  man. 
The  evidence  was  that  they  were  mostly  republicans. 

Question.  Aside  from  that,  do  you  not  know  that  most  of  these  people  who  belonged 
to  that  order  were  democrats  or  conservatives? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were. 

Question.  Do  yo>i  not  think  that  any  others  were  exceptions  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  rather. 

Question.  Can  you  get  the  article  that  I  have  referred  to  ? 

Answer.  I  can  sendi  it  from  Raleigh. 

Question.  Tlirough  all  this  time  has  not  the  character  of  the  articles  that  yon  have 
published  yourseS  in  regard  to  these  outrages  been  excuses  for  or  denials  of  their 
existence  ? 
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Answer,  My  paper  has  never  excused  any.  I  have  denounced  all  of  the  outrages  at 
all  times,  in  my  paper  and  in  my  speeches. 

Queslion.  Now,  you  are  quite  sure  of  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Very  often  I  was  absent  from  home.    I  had  an  associate. 

Question.  I  spoke  of  your  paper? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  now  of  ever  reading  an  article  that  either  justified  or  ex- 
cused them.  I  certainly  never  wrote  one,  but  I  was  absent  a  great  deal,  aud  much  of 
the  writing  was  done  by  my  associate. 

Question.  You  say  you  never  did  in  speaking  or  writing;  did  you,  as  we  call  it  in  tho 
West,  stump  your  State  last  spring? 

Answer.  There  was  no  election,  but  I  have  made  speeches  over  the  State  for  the  lasi 
ye.ar  or  two. 

Question.  Did  you  not  say,  at  some  place,  to  the  negroes,  "  Yon  see  now  what  you  get. 
I  tell  you  this  is' but  a  beginning  if  you  continue  to  vote  the  radical  ticket,"  or  words 
to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  When;  whereabouts? 

Question.  Well,  last  spring,  anywhere  ;  I  will  call  your  attention  partioularly  to  it. 

Ansirer.  I  do  not  remember,  but  the  character  of  my  speeches  was  always  condemna- 
tory of  secret  societies — Ku-Klux  and  leagues. 

Question.  That  I  did  not  ask.  Did  you  not  say  to  the  negroes  in  a  public  speech, 
more  thau  once,  "  You  see  now  what  you  get ;  you  are  whixjped  and  killed ;  didn't  I 
tell  you  so  if  you  voted  the  radical  ticket?" 

Answer.  I  never  said  that. 

Question.  Nothing  to  that  import  ? 

Arisiver.  Never.  I  remember  to  have  always  illustrated  in  this  way  :  that  one  secret 
society  would  beget  another,  and  that  Ku-Klnx  would  beget  leagues,  and  leagues  would 
begetKu-Klux ;  and  always  admonished  both  whites  and  blacks  to  quit  their  connec- 
tion with  secret  societies. 

Question.  Did  you  not  say  at  Graham  last  spring,  in  the  court-house,  in  a  speech  ad- 
dressing yourself  to  the  negroes,  "  You  see  now  what  you  have  got  for  voting  this  rad- 
ical ticket ;  it  will  be  a  great  deal  worse  for  you  if  yon  keep  on ;"  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  I  remember  making  a  speech  there,  and  saici,  not  to  the  negroes,  lor  I  Lardly 
ever  made  a  speech  to  them,  they  were  not  apt  to  turn  out  and  hear  me :  I  was  speak- 
ing to  the  white  people,  and  I  enumerated  the  outrages  that  had  been  perpetrated 
throughout  the  State  by  the  leagues,  and  then  I  enumerated  the  outrages  that  had 
been  perpetrated  by  ihe  Ku-Klnx,  and  I  denounced  both,  and  told  them  they  were  the 
result  of  secret  societies,  and  that  it  would  bring  destruction  to  any  couutry. 

Question.  That  does  not  quite  answer  my  question. 

Ansiver.  That  was  the  purport  of  my  speech. 

Question.  Did  you  not  say,  in  Graham,  "  You  see  what  you  have  got ;  didn't  I  tell  you 
so  if  you  continued  to  vote  the  radical  ticket ;  what  has  been  done  is  nothing  to  what 
will  be  done  if  yon  continue  to  do  so ;"  or  words  to  that  effect  ? 

Aimver.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  tell  them  it  came  from  radical  voting,  but  that  the  result 
before  us  was  the  result  of  secret  societies. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  them  that  if  they  belonged  to  the  Union  League,  and  if  they 
kept  that  up,  what  was  beginning  now  would  be  worse  hereafter? 

Anstccr.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Question.  Do  yon  remember  that  you  did  not  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  I  did.  I  do  not  think  that  was  the  character  of  my  remarks. 
I  would  rather  give  it  to  you  as  I  remember  it. 

Question.  Is  the  speech  published  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Were  you  introduced  to  persons  as  a  Ku-IQux  before  the  trial  last  summer 
at  Ealeigli ;  did  you  not  converse  with  jiersons  that  you  w^ere  well  satisfied  were  Ku- 
Klux  before  that  trial? 

Answer.  Never  with  a  man  that  I  knew ;  that  I  had  any  knowledge  that  he  belonged 
to  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  converse  with  James  E.  Boyd  about  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  remember  Mr.  Boyd  stated  in  his  evidence,  at  Raleigh,  that  I  took 
him  aside  to  talk  with  him  at  a  railroad  meeting  in  Hillsboro.  I  am  very  sure  I  never 
took  him  asid(i  for  any  such  purpose,  and  I  did  not  remember  meeting  him  there  until 
he  mentioned  it  in  court.  I  did  talk  to  him,  but  I  did  not  remember  it  until  he  alluded 
to  it. 

Question.  Did  you  consult  with  aud  give  any  advice  to  any  of  these  Ku-Klux? 

Answer,  Never  in  my  life. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Qiiestion.  Knowing  them  to  be  such  ? 
Answer.  Y'^es,  sir ;  knowing  them  to  be  such. 

23 
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By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Did  you  say  to  Mr.  Boyd  that  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  Ku-Klux  ride 
around  a  few  nights  before  election  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     For  the  purpose  of  what  ? 

Question.  For  the  purpose  of  terrifying  the  colored  people. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  effect  did  these  outrages  have  upon  the  public  mind;  were  they  cal- 
culated to  intimidate  the  people  ? 

Answer.  The  good  men  of  the  country  regretted  and  denounced  them. 

Question.  Were  the  good  men  apprehensive  of  the  results  ? 

Answer.  How  ? 

Question.  Were  they  fearful  or  apprehensive  of  outrages  to  themselves  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  the  men  of  property  and  character  regretted  it  because  it  would  pro- 
tluce  retaliation. 

Question.  Were  you  alarmed  about  it  yourself  ? 

Ansivei:  I  have  been  in  constant  dread  of  my  property  and  life. 

Question.  From  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  (A  pause.)  No,  not  from  the  Ku-Klux— O,  no ;  mine  came  from  the  Loyal 
Iioagues — the  radicals. 

Question.  You  were  not  afraid  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansinr.  I  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  would  injure  me. 

Question.  Your  apprehension  was  from  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wiiy  had  you  not  as  much  fe.ar  of  the  Ku-Klux  as  anybody? 

Ansu-cr.  I  do  not  know ;  I  was  apprehensive  of  no  danger  from  them,  because  they 
were  at  war  with  the  Union  Leaguers.  It  was  the  burnings  and  assassinations  of  two 
secret  societies.    I  did  not  belong  to  either. 

Question.  Yon  took  the  side  the  Ku-Klux  did  ? 

Athswer.  I  did  no  such  thing. 

Question.  Yon  said  you  did  not  know  any  but  what  were  Ku-Klux,  and  I  understood 
you  to  say  you  were  acting  with  the  conservatives  or  democrats  ? 

Anstvcr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  were  not  apprehensive  because  you  were  acting  on  the  same  side  t^  ith 
them  politically  ? 

Ansicer.  I  felt  no  apprehension  of  danger  from  tho  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Did  that  arise  from  the  fact  that  you  politically  entertained  the  same  views 
that  th<-y  did  ? 

Answer.  I  should  prefer  to  give  the  reason  for  it. 

Question.  You  can  answer  my  question.     1  asked  you  directly  whether  it  was  that 
•  you  felt  no  aiiprehension  from  the  fact  that,  politically  speaking,  you  were  acting  on 
the  same  sidei  with  them. 

Answer.  I  did  not  apprehend  any  danger  from  them,  because  it  was  two  secret  socie- 
ties at  war  with  each  other — assassinating  and  burning.  I  had  no  affiliation  with  the 
Union  Leaguers— none  at  all.  I  denounced  both  parties ;  both  Ku-Klux  and  Union 
Leaguers. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Why  were  you  afraid  of  the  Union  Leaguers,  if  it  was  a  war  between  the 
two?  .  _,  ^    , 

Answer.  Because  they  had  fired  on  me,  and  attempted  to  assassmate  me,  and  had 
gone  in  a  mob  to  mob  me  once. 

Question.  Then  it  was  more  than  a  fight  between  two  secret  societies,  because  you 
did  uot  belong  to  cither. 

Answei:  No,  I  did  not  belong  to  either. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Give  us  the  names  of  the  persons  who  fired  on  you. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  them.  My  house  was  lired  into.  My  wife  was  fired  at 
through  tho  window,  when  I  was  away  from  home,  as  she  was  stooping  to  pick  up  a 
cnp. 

Question.  By  whom? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.     I  have  no  doubt  though 

Question.  You  do  not  know  by  whom  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  by  whom.  I  was  not  at  home  when  tho  firing  took  place.  I 
received  a  telegram  to  come  home,  and  I  found  the  marks  of  the  bullets  through  the 
\viu(h)\v  and  the  powder  in  my  wife's  face.  Her  actconnt  of  it  was,  that  as  she  stooped 
over  the  table  to  pick  up  a  cup,  and  as  she  moved  her  face  b;iek,  a  gun  or  pistol  was 
fired  within  a  foot  of  lier  head,  or  ])erliaps  less  distance,  and  sln>  thinks  she  \yas  saved 
si!ui»ly  bv  tlie  motion  of  her  heu  I,  as  she  raised  the  cnp  back.  The  nuirks  of  the  bul- 
lets iue  ou  the  house  and  of  the  powder  on  her  face.    The  reason  I  thought  tho  Union 
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Leaguers  did  it  was,  there  were  seven  or  eight  negroes  seen  with  arms  about  my  house, 
in  the  woods  near  by  and  in  the  fields.  The  sheriff  and  his  posse  had  chased  tliem  and 
fired  at  some  of  them,  and  the  impression  was  that  they  had  been  brought  there,  per- 
haps from  Caswell  County,  where  Stevens  was  mui'dered,  the  next  county  to  mine. 
The  governor  and  his  organ  had  charged  that  I  was  the  king  of  the  Ku-Klux,  and  was 
instigating  murder  and  assassination,  and  my  impression  was  that  this  party  came 
from  the  adjoining  county.  One  of  them  had' just  been  turned  out  of  jail,  or  broken 
jail,  and  had  been  pardoned  by  the  governor.  He  had  been  sent  to  the  penitentiary 
for  25  years,  and  was  pardoned,  and  in  six  days  afterward  was  committed  to  jail  in  my 
county  for  larceny.  This  man  with  others  broke  jail  and  were  loose  in  the  county,  and 
I  suppose  it  may  have  been  some  of  that  party. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  reason  why  you  suspected  it  was  the  Union  Leaguers  ? 

Avstver.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  was  my  reason. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  these  jiersons  that  were  seen  were  members  of  the  Union 
League  ? 

Ansioer.  I  know  that  some  of  them  were. 

Question.  Who  were  they  ? 

Answer.  One  was  named  Leadbetter. 

Question.  One  that  was  in  this  party  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  that  he  was  in  the  party.  He  had  broken  jail.  I  only  mention 
eight  or  ten  who  were  in  the  vicinity  ;  I  do  not  know  the  names.  I  suspected  Lead- 
better of  being  one.  I  suspected  a  negro  who  attempted  to  assassinate  Ur.  Montgom- 
ery ;  he  escaped.     He  was  a  prominent  leader  in  town,  as  I  knew  from  the  neighbors. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  but  the  Kii-Klux  had  fired  upon  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  did  not  supuose  it  was  the  Ku-Klux,  because  they  were  in  a  bitter 
wariare  with  the  president  of  the  Leagues,  the  governor  who  was  denouncing  me 
as  the  head  of  the  Ku-Klux  and  promoter  of  assassinations,  and  I  was  denouncing  him 
as  a  bad  man. 

Question.  In  your  pax^er  or  your  speeches  did  you  admit  and  say  that  you  gloried  in 
the  appellation  he  gave  you,  of  being  the  king  of  the  KuKlux  ? 

Ansirer.  Never  in  the  world. 

Question.  What  did  you  say  about  that? 

Answer.  Generally,  if  I  spoke  of  it  at  all,  it  was  that  the  governor  or  his  organ  dubs 
me  the  king  of  tlie  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Did  you  deny  it? 

Ansiver.  Time  and  time  again,  I  have  denied  it. 

Question.  Always  ? 

Anmrer.  (Emphatically.)    Always  and  now. 

Question.  Durmg  the  existence  of  this  order,  have  you  frequently  had  conversation, 
with  the  leading  conservatives  in  that  place,  in  regard  to  the  order? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  have  tallied  with  Governor  Graham,  Mr.  Nash,  and  others  on  the  sub- 
ject, for  they  lived  in  the  same  town  with  me. 

Question.  From  what  you  have  heard  and  what  you  believe  now,  was  not  the  son-in- 
law  of  Governor  Graham  connected  with  the  Ku-Klux  in  yoiu-  town  ? 

Answer.  He  has  no  son-in-law. 

Question.  Well,  his  son,  then  ? 

Ansivei:  No,  sir. 

Question.  Never  heard  that  ? 

Answer.  Never.  On  the  contrary  I  have  always  heard  to  the  contrary,  and  I  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  any  one  of  his  sons  had  anything  to  do  with  them. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  a  conversation  with  one  H.  C.  Jones,  State  senator, 
about  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansirer.  I  do  not  rememl)er  ever  to  have  had  a  conversation  with  him. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  you  have  had  none  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  had  any  conversation  with 
him  on  the  subject. 

Question.  Did  H.  C.  Jones  say  to  you  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  order  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  inquire  of  him  if  he  belonged  to  the  order  of  Invisible  Empire,  or 
either  of  these  orders  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember.  I  remember  asking  Mr.  Jarvis,  and  Mr.  Jones,  perhaps— 
I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Jones  was  present — I  remember  asking  Mr.  Jarvis  and  one 
or  two  menibcrs  of  the  legislature  if  they  did  belong  to  the  order.  I  do  not  think  I 
ever  asked  Mr.  Jones  that  question. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  did  not  talk  with  him. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  talked  with  him  on  the  subject. 

Question.  From  what  yon  know  now  of  the  order,  do  you  believe  that  it  has  resolved 
itself,  finally,  from  what  is  called  a  vigilance  committee  into  a  ijolitical  organization  t 

Ansiver.  I  am  not  able  to  say. 

Question.  What  is  your  best  judgment  about  it  ? 
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Answer.  My  impression  was,  from  what  I  have  heard  the  parties  say  ahout  it,  and 
from  reading  the  evidence  taken  before  the  court,  that  they  had  dissolved  some  of  them. 
In  fact,  I  heard  the  evidence  of  some  of  them  who  belonged  to  it,  that  they  attended 
but  one  meeting,  and  never  had  but  one  meeting.  That  was  fifteen  or  eighteen  months 
ago,  and  they  said  that  they  were  dissolved  then.  I  believe  in  regard  to  a  portion  of 
this  organization — in  fact,  I  have  heard  it  stated  in  a  trial  before  the  courts — that  their 
organizations  had  no  political  signilicauce  at  all ;  that  they  were  entirely  a  vigilance 
committee,  as  they  called  them. 

QueHtion.  That  being  the  case,  why  was  it  the  Ku-Klux  and  Union  Leaguers  were  at 
war,  when  one  had  no  politics  and  the  other  was  a  political  party  ?  Why  were  they 
at  war  if  such  were  their  purposes  ? 

Ansiccr.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  give  you  the  reason  for  it.  The  negroes  were 
about  seventy  or  eighty  thousand  in  number,  and  there  were  three  or  four  hundred 
carpet-baggers,  and  about  seventeen  thousand  white  voters. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Scalawags  ? 
Answer.  Scalawags ;  yes. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  What  is  a  scalawag  ? 

Answer.  It  is  a  native  who  votes  the  radical  ticket. 

Question.  That  is  the  name  given  them  by  you  and  your  party  T 

Answer,  ^es,  sir ;  generally,  that  is  the  designation. 

Question.  The  name  by  which  you  designate  them  in  your  paper? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Natives  of  North  Carolina,  who  vote  the  republican  ticket  t 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Is  that  intended  to  be  a  term  of  reproach  and  odium  ? 

Ansice^-.  Well,  I  suppose  it  is;  I  think  it  is  intended  so,  to  distinguish  them  from 
carpet-baggers  and  niggers. 

Question.  Do  you  yourself  not  hold  that  a  man  has  a  right  to  his  own  political  views 
and  to  vote  for  whom  he  pleases  ? 

Answer.  To  be  sure. 

Question.  Without  reproach? 

A  nsiver.  To  bo  sure. 

Question.  Then  why  apply  it  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  cannot  give  any  reason,  except  it  suits  me. 

Question.  Is  it  not  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  party  into  reproach? 

Ansiver.  I  have  stated  that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  designating  them  from  the  car- 
pet-baggers and  from  the  negroes.  It  is  a  term  of  designation  as  well  as  of  reproach. 
I  hold  it  as  such,  and  I  believe  others  do. 

Question.  Do  you  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  reproach  to  a  native  of  North  CaroUna  to 
Tote  the  re])ublican  ticket? 

Answer.  In  the  ])resent  state  of  the  parties  I  do. 

Question.  In  any  state  of  the  parties  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    In  the  present  state  of  the  parties  in  North  Carolina  it  is  a  reproach. 

Question.  In  your  judgment? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  so  since  the  war? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  so  much  as  it  is  now.  It  is  more  a  reproach  in  North  Carolina 
for  a  native  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  now  than  it  ever  was. 

Question.  Did  you  yourself,  in  your  speeches  after  the  war,  denounce  those  native 
North  Carolinians  wlio  voted  the  republican  ticket? 

Ansu-er.  Y  s  ;  I  have  denounced  them  pretty  generally,  and  in  pretty  round  terras. 
Question.  Did  you  not  call  them  traitors  in  your  siJeeches  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did. 

Question.  Do  you  regard  them  as  such  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Not  traitors  to  the  United  States,  but  to  North  Carolina,  because  they  voted 
the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  called  them  traitors,  though  I  called  them  very 
often  bad  men  and  base  men,  and  went  on  to  show  their  baseness  by  their  political 
conduct. 

Question.  Did  you  over  hear  of  the  outrages  committed  in  Alamance  County? 
Answer.  Y(!8,  sir. 
Question.  State  some  of  them. 

Aymvn:  Well,  there  was  an  old  man  by  tht.  name  of  CoUis  that  I  heard  of  bejng 
■whipped.  That  man  took  a  negro  woman  into  a  church,  just  before  the  pulpit.  One 
of  the  elders  of  the  church  asked  her  to  take  a  seat  in  the  part  of  the  church  assigned 
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to  colored  people,  and  tlien  rose  up  and  stated  to  Collis  that  if  his  purpose  was  a  gooii 
one,  to  join  with  them  in  worship,  he  wouhl  be  glad  to  see  hira ;  but  if  it  was  to  force 
unpleasant  issues  on  the  congregation,  it  would  be  better  for  both  parties  that  they 
had  not  come.  Thereupon  Collis  and  the  negro  woman  got  up  and  walked  out  of  the 
church.  Some  sis  months  after  that  Collis  was  whi]5ped  by  disguised  meu,  pretty  se- 
verely. 

Question.  Was  he  a  cripple  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  him  ;  I  understood,  though,  that  he  was.  Outlaw  was  taken  out 
of  his  house  and  hung.  There  is  a  negro  preacher,  a  republican,  now  in  the  peniten- 
tiary. I  happened  to  be  in  the  cars  with  him  while  they  were  taking  him  to  the  peni- 
tentiary. I  asked  him  why  they  hung  Outlaw,  and  he  went  on  to  give  his  reasons  for 
it.  He  said  that  Outlaw  was  an  active  man  in  the  League,  and  had  shot  at  the  Ku- 
Klux  going  through  Graham.  I  asked  him  if  he  ever  heard  Outlaw  say  ho  had  done  it. 
He  said,  yes ;  that  he  shot  at  them,  and  would  do  it  again.  His  account  to  me  was  that 
Outlaw  was  a  prominent  Leaguer,  and  had  lired,  some  time  before  that,  at  the  Ku-Klux, 
as  they  rode  through  Graham.  Then  tliere  were  other  outrages.  There  was  a  negro 
drowned,  or  assassinated,  and  thrown  into  the  mill-pond.  There  were  others  whipped, 
but  I  do  not  remember  the  names. 

Qiicsfion.  Did  you  hear  of  these  disguised  men  riding  from  one  county  to  another; 
for  instance,  from  your  county  into  Alamance? 

Ansiccr.  I  heard  of  it  in  the  evidence  before  Judge  Pearson  last  summer;  I  never 
heard  of  it  1>efore. 

Question.  Did  it  appear  in  evidence  that  they  rode  into  several  counties  and  commit- 
ted these  depredations  f 

Jnstver.  They  rode  from  Orange,  a  portion  of  them  to  Alamance. 

Question.  And  from  Alamance  to  Orange  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  they  rode  from  AlamanCe  to  Orange  or  not. 

Question.  Was  Hillsboro,  from  what  appeared  in  that  evidence,  the  headquarters  of 
the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  it  not  so  appear ;  did  they  not  say  they  got  their  orders  from  Hills- 
boro? 

Answer.  There  was  one  witness  stated  that  some  of  the  orders  went  from  Hillsboro; 
that  is  in  the  evidence  before  the  court. 

Question.  Have  you  any  belief  whether  it  is  true  or  not,  from  what  you  have  learneft 
since  ? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  in  the  world  about  it,  except  what  appears  in  the  evidenc4». 

Question.  Did  you  ever  make  any  attempt  at  Camden  Court-House  to  organize  or 
Bend  out  to  get  the  leaders  of  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  Never  did  ;  never  was  there  but  once  ;  then  I  made  a  speech,  staid  three  or 
four  hours,  and  left. 

Question.  Did  you  appeal  to  the  Ku-Klux  there  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  suppose  there  was  one  there,  and  never  heard  of  any  in  the  county. 

Question.  Did  you  mention  the  fact,  or  anything  about  the  Ku-Klux  there  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did.  In  my  speech  I  gave  them  an  account  of  the 
murders  perpetrated  through  the  country  and  the  barn-burnings,  but  I  did  not  know 
of  a  Ku-Klux  in  the  county. 

Question.  Did  you,  on  any  stvtmp  or  in  your  paper,  denounce  the  Ku-Klux  organiza- 
tion as  such  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;   always. 

Question.  At  what  time  ? 

Ansiver.  Whenever  I  spoke  of  them  at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  speak  of  them  in  your  paper  in  denunciatory  terms  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  When  ? 

Answer.  When  they  hung  the  negro  in  my  county  for  insulting  this  young  lady. 

Question.  What  did  you  say  then  ? 

Anstcm:  I  do  not  remember;  I  simply  denounced  it  as  an  outrage. 

Question.  As  an  outrage  of  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  now  in  what  way  ;  I  dare  say  I  did. 

Question.  Have  you  ever,  and,  if  so,  when,  in  your  paper  denounced  the  Ku-Klux  as 
an  organization  ? 

Answer.  Always. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  assume  in  your  paper  that  such  an  order  existed? 

Ansiver.  Did  exist  ?  ' 

Question.  Did  you  ever  admit  in  your  paper  that  such  an  order  existed  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  I  have. 

Question.  When  ?  ' 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  remember  now  the  dates. 

Question.  Was  it  before  or  since  the  trial  ? 
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Answer.  It  was  before  the  trial. 

Question.  How  long  before  ?  ■  . 

Ansiver.  Well,  several  months  ;  I  do  not  remember  the  time.  My  associate  never  be- 
lieved that  there  was  really  such  an  organization ;  that  is  the  reason  some  articles 
appeared  in  the  "  Sentinel." 

Question.  Who  is  the  controlling  editor  of  the  paper? 

Answer.  I  am ;  but  was  from  home  very  often  two  or  three  weeks  and  a  month, 
during  which  time  it  was  entirely  controlled  by  him,  and  I  did  not  see  the  articlea 
written  by  him. 

Question.  Who  is  your  associate  ? 

Answer.  James  H.  Moore. 

Question.  Did  you,  iu  the  summer  elections,  visit  various  counties,  and  address  the 
democrats  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  as  I  stated  before,  I  have  been  making  speeches  for  two  years  past. 

Question.  Did  you  in  any  of  those  counties  say  that  the  Ku-KIux  were  operating,  and 
the  election  would  be  influenced  greatly  thereby  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  ever  having  said  so. 

Question.  Do  you  say  you  did  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think 

Question.  At  no  jilace  or  at  any  time  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  remember. 

Question.  Did  you  in  your  speeches  advise  democrats  of  the  best  way  to  keep  the 
negroes  from  voting? 

Ansiver.  Before  the  act  passed  Imade  some  public  speeches,  in  which  I  gave  an  account 
of  my  farming  with  the  freedmen,  and  said  that  they  had  destroyed  my  horses,  stock, 
sliecp,  and  liogs,  and  that  they  were  so  busy  in  the  League  meetings  that  they  forgot 
to  make  anything  ;  tbat  they  did  not  work;  and  that  those  who  worked  with  me  here- 
after liad  to  vote  with  me. 

Question.  Did  you  not  advise  that  as  a  system  of  operations  to  your  fellow-democrats  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  made  it  in  a  speech  in  my  town,  but  I  repeated  it  in  one  or  two 
speeches. 

(Jneslion.  Was  that  intended  to  convey  to  your  hearers  the  idea  that  if  they  hired  the 
negroes  they  must  vote  as  they  told  them  ? 

Answer.  It  was  iuteuded  exactly  as  1  stated;  I  would  give  my  experience  to  them, 
that  the  negroes  were  so  busy  running  to  the  League  meetings  at  night  and  neglecting 
their  work,  that  I  would  have  none  with  me  hereafter  that  did  not  vote  with  me ;  that 
is  what  I  stated. 

Question.  You  say  it  now  ;  that  is  your  theory  and  practice  now  ? 

Ansterr.  No. sir;  it  is  not  my  practice;  I  never  practiced  it. 

Question.  What  did  you  mean  ? 

Answer.  I  stated  that  in  my  speech,  but  I  did  not  have  to  practice  it  at  all.  At  the 
second  election  after  that  they  all  voted  for  the  radical  ticket ;  in  the  last  election  they 
all  staid  at  houn" — tliere  were  only  three  of  them — or  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  as  I 
understand.     I  had  nothing  to  do  with  thcui,  however,  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  advise  the  democrats  in  this  way  that  if  they  could  not  make  them 
vote  tlui  democratic  ticket  by  staying  away  themselves,  they  could  keep  a  dozen  of 
them  away  who  wouhl  vote  the  republican  ticket? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any  advice  of  that  kind,  except,  as  I  stated  to  you,  in  my 
speech. 

Question.  Did  you  not  recommend  that  as  party  tactics? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  all  I  said  about  it  was  what  I  had  done  and  what  I  would  do. 

Question.  Was  that  for  the  object  of  influencing  others  to  pursue  j'our  tactics? 

Answer.  It  might,  or  might  not  do  it. 

Question.  Was  that  the  object  of  stating  it? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  that  was  my  object  in  stating  it. 

Question.  You  said  souiethiug  about  Holden  being  at  the  head  of  the  Union  League. 
How  is  that ;  do  you  know  it  to  be  so,  or  otherwise,  than  by  report  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  I  saw  a  charter  with  his  name  organizing  a  League  in  Rowan  County. 
I  know  his  handwriting,  and  could  swear  to  it. 

Question.  You  charged  him  with  being  the  head  of  the  Union  League,  in  your  paper, 
did  you  not  ? 

Answer,  Yes ;  and  charged  him  with  being  the  president. 
Question.  And  in  your  speeches  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qitistion.  And  he  charged  you  with  being  the  king  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  give  testimony  in  the  present  impeachment  trial  of  Governor 
Holden  ?  » 

Ansirm:  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  a  witness.  i 

Question.  Did  you  make  use  of  this  language,  or  anything  like  it :  That  Kirk's  men 
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called  yon,  the  witness,  king  of  the  Ku-Klux,  and  you  thanked  them  that  they  did  you 
that  honor  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  use  any  such  expression.  The  reporter  has  put  in  the 
"words  "  and  thus  honored  him."    I  did  not  say  that. 

Question.  How  came  the  reporter  to  put  that  in  1 

Ansivei'.  The  reporter  said  Kirk's  men  called  me  king  of.  the  Ku-Klus,  and  thus  hon- 
ored me. 

Question.  Did  you  say  that  they  thus  honored  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  say  that. 

Question.  Are  you  thus  reported  ? 

AnsuKi:  Yes,  it  is  iu  the  newspaper ;  but  I  venture  to  say  you  will  not  find  it  in  the 
stenographer's  report. 

Question.  Will  you  find  it  thus  in  your  paper  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  seldom  look  at  the  reports,  and  do  not  see  them  till  they  are  pub- 
lished. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  denied  that  you  said  so,  in  your  paper  ? 
'     Answer.  I  have  never  taken  any  notice  of  it  at  all.     I  told  the  reporter  it  was  not  so. 

Question.  How  long  before  you  saw  it  in  the  paper  ? 

Answer.  The  next  day. 

Question.  Published  in  your  own  paper,  by  your  own  reporter  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  have  never  denied  it  through  your  paper  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  words  "  and  thus  honored  you"  put  in  the  form  of  an  interroga- 
tory to  you  by  the  counsel  ? 

Answer.  No',  sir;  they  asked  me  if  I  remembered  so  and  so,  and  the  reporter,  after 
giving  my  answer,  put  iu  the  words  "  and  thus  honored  him."  I  did  not  make  any 
such  remark. 

Question.  What  follows  that  ? 

Answer.  That  seems  to  be  the  end  of  a  sentence,  as  well  as  I  remember  it. 

Question.  Did  you,  repeatedly,  last  spring  and  summer,  propose  to  Governor  Holden, 
through  your  paper,  to  disband  the  Leagues  and  the  king  of  the  Ku-Klux  would  disband 
theirs  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  said  they  would  do  so.  I  called  repeatedly  upon  Governor 
Holden 

Question.  I  want  your  particular  attention  to  the  question,  and  I  would  like  a  direct 
reply  to  it. 

Anmver.  Do  you  require  an  answer  yes  or  no  ? 

Question.  I  do. 

Answer.  I  want  to  tell  you  what  I  did  propose. 

Question.  You  will  have  an  opportunity  to  tell  that,  by  and  by ;  first  answer  whether 
you  did  or  did  not  say  that  ? 

Answer.  Not  iu  the  shape  in  which  you  put  it. 

Question.  Then  you  answer  that  you  did  not  ? 

Answer.  My  answer  is,  not  in  the  shape  iu  which  you  put  the  question. 

Question.  Did  you  say  that  iu  substance  ? 

Ansiver.  If  you  will  let  me  tell  you,  I  will  state  what  I  did  say. 

Question.  You  can  state  whether  you  did  say  that  or  not ;  then  I  will  ask  you  what 
you  did  say. 

Answer.  1  did  not  propose  that  to  him,  but  I  stated  repeatedly  in  my  editorials  that 
the  way  to  make  peace  would  be  for  the  governor,  as  president  of  the  Leagues,  to  dis- 
solve them,  and  for  the  king  of  the  Ku-Klux  to  dissolve  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  That  you  did  say  ? 

Anstvei:  That  I  did  say,  time  and  again,  and  called  upon  the  governor,  as  president 
of  the  Leagues,  to  dissolve  the  Leagues,  and  called  on  the  king  of  the  Ku-Klux  to  dis- 
solve the  Ku-Klux.    I  did  it  repeatedly. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  outrage  from  the  Union  Leagues,  prior  to  1868  ? 

Answer.  Nearly  all  of  the  burnings  and  robberies  that  took  place  iu  the  country  were 
charged  to  them  in  my  paper  and  in  my  speeches  before  that,  or  to  the  Red-Strings. 

Question.  Before  1863? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  there  was  any  Union  League,  before  1868,  iu  North 
Carolina  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Then  before  1868  did  you  hear  of  any  outrages  committed  by  the  Uuiou 
Leaguers  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  a  great  number  of  outrages  to  be  committed,  but  I  did  not  know 
that  they  were  attributed  to  Union  Leaguers,  nor  do  I  know  the  date  when  they  began 
,to  attribute  them  to  them. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  yourself  of  any  outrages  by  Union  Leaguers  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  no  personal  knowledge.     I  got  it,  though,  from  others. 

Question.  I  speak  of  personal  knowledge. 

Ansicei:  No ;  I  have  no  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  Were  the  people  arrested  and  brought  to  trial  who  committed  these  out- 
rages before  1888  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  were,  and  some  not. 

Question.  Were  they  convicted  ? 

Answer.  Some  were,  and  some  not. 

Question.  Were  they  punished  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  sir,  have  you  any  knowledge  of  a  Ku-Klux  being  convicted  and  pun- 
ished siuce  the  organization  of  that  body,  for  any  of  these  outrages  supposed  to  be  per- 
petrated by  them  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  of  any  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  (A  pause.)  Yes,  sir;  I  do  know  of  three  who  are  now  in  the  peni- 
tentiary for  six  years. 

Question.  Were  they  negroes  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  they  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  They  were  masked  and  called  themselves  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  white  man  being  convicted  for  any  of  these  out- 
rages? ' 

Answer.  Not  that  I  remember. 

Question.  Wliere  wore  those  three  negroes  convicted,  that  you  speak  of? 

Answer.  In  Alamance  county. 

Qiupition.  The  differences  between  you  and  Governor  Holden  have  been  very  bitter, 
have  they  not  ?  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  I  suppose  you  have  tried  to  see  that  he  did  not  get  any  better  of  you 
in  bitterness  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  denounced  liim  always  and  in  strong  terms. 

Question.  Have  you  delied  him  or  liis  power  '! 

Ansivcr.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  editor  of  the  Standard,  who  is  the  governor's  son,  said  he  hoped 
to  see  me  hung  up  iu  the  jail  yard.  When  Kirk  was  introtlnced  in  the  State,  and  after 
my  wife  had  been  fired  ui)()n  by  these  assassins,  the  Standard  dared  me  to  resist,  call- 
ing nie  king  of  the  Ku-Klux.  and  I  dared  tlj(^  governor  to  arrest  me  then. 

Question.  Did  you  not  at  that  same  time  call  him  a  "  white-livered  villain  and  liar  ?" 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  conspirator  and  a  traitor  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  calling  him  a  traitor;  but  it  is  true  that  he  is  a 
liar,  and  I  can  prove  it. 

Qucntion.  IJcforc!  the  trial  did  you  not  use  that  language  ? 

Answer.  O,  mauy  years  ago  in  the  Senate  I  denounced  him. 

Question.  Did  you  Jiot  rlet'y  and  dare  the  goveriutr  to  arrest  you  ? 

Answer.  I  did ;  in  reply  to  an  article  in  the  Standard,  in  wliich  the  editor  said  he 
expected  to  sec  nie  hung  up  in  the  jail  yard,  and  then  defied  me  as  king  of  the  Ku- 
Klux  to  resist  the  governor.     Then  it  was  I  dared  the  governor  to  arrest  me. 

Question.  Was  this  while  the  governor's  militia  was  iu  Alamance  county  trying  to 
put  down  this  order  ? 

Ansicer.  1  think  it  was ;  it  was  before,  top. 

Question.  Did  you  do  it  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  did  it  because 

Question.  Did  you  do  it  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  did  it  at  that  time. 

Question.  Durin^^  this  time  did  you  not  write  a  letter  to  those  supposed  to  bo  influen- 
tial with  the  Ku-Klux,  advising  them  to  stand  firm  ? 

Answer.  I  never  wrote  a  letter  that  I  remember  ;  I  stated  in  my  paper,  and  especially 
to  au  old  Presbyterian  elder  who  had  been  arrested,  not  to  give  bail.  Soujc  of  them 
were  giving  bail  to  Kirk.  I  told  him  to  give  no  bail,  but  remain  iu  prison.  I  said  that 
in  nvy  paper  ;  I  do  not  remember  writing  to  anybody. 

Quexfion.  Then  you  mean  to  say  yon  did  not  write  any  letters  to  persons  friendly  to 
the  Ku-Klnx,  advising  them  or  encouraging  them  to  stand  firm  ? 

Ansnrr.  I  do  not  renu-mber  writing  any  letters.  I  may  have  written  some  letters,  for 
the  prisoners  were  my  personal  friends. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  stating  it  in  any  of  the  letters  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember.  If  I  wrote  to  them  I  was  sure  to  do  it,  but  not  as  Ku- 
Klux. 

Question.  Were  you  not  to  be  understood  as  standing  in  an  attitude  of  defiance  to 
the  governor  and  his  militia  and  power  ? 


*  NORTH   CAROLINA.  361 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  the  time  ;  and  do  so  now. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  Hillsboro  during  that  time  and  counsel  with  your  con- 
servative and  democratic  friends  to  resist  and  be  firm  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  go  to  Hillsboro  where  my  home  is,  where  my  family  live,  and  stay 
Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday.  I  took  it  upon  myself  to  go  to  Judge  Mitchell  foi:  an 
injunction.  After  that  time  I  was  arrested,  and  I  sent  word  to  my  friends  to  make  no 
disturbance,  but  keep  quiet.  I  endeavored  to  get  a  habeas  corpus  from  Judge  Mitchell 
for  the  prisonei's,  and  if  he  had  ordered  an  arrest  and  attached  Ku'k.  I  would  have  been 
very  glad  to  have  joined  in  carrying  him  before  the  judge. 

Question.  As  a  posse  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  under  order  of  the  judge. 

Question.  You  wanted  to  assist  in  that  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  to  the  judge  to  get  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for  the  prisoners. 
Kirk  refused  to  obey  the  writ  and  the  judge  did  not  attach  him,  but  I  was  exceedingly 
anxious  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  the  judge's  orders,  and  regretted  that  he  did  not 
attach  him. 

Question.  You  were  arrested? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  ? 

Answer.  At  home,  in  Hillsboro. 

Question.  During  the  time  of  your  arrest  did  you  not  use  insulting  language  to  the 
officers  and  men  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  to  one  of  them.  Kirk  came  up  to  shake  hands  with  me  when  I  was  car- 
ried into  his  headquarters,  and  I  put  my  hands  behind  me. 

Question.  You  say  you  did  not  use  any  language  insulting  to  any  one? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  did,  to  a  man. 

Question.  Did  you  refuse  to  sleep  in  the  tent  ?  * 

Answer.  I  did  that. 

Question.  Were  you  anxious  to  be  put  in  jail? 

A7iswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  j'ou  refuse  to  sleep  in  the  tent? 

Answer.  There  were  seven  men  detailed,  who  staid  in  the  room  where  I  was,  and  an 
outside  guard  that  was  surrounding  the  court-house.  Dr.  Williamson  furnished  a 
wagon  for  the  prisoners,  and  when  we  were  about  to  go  back  to  camp  at  night  the 
captain  who  had  me  in  charge  went  to  Kirk  of  his  own  accord,  and  asked  if  he  would 
allow  me  to  sleep  in  the  wagon.  I  had  asked  Dr.  Williamson  if  he  would  allow  me  to 
sleep  with  him,  and  he  said  he  would ;  but  when  Kirk  was  asked  to  allow  me  to  do  so 
he  refused,  and  afterwards,  when  they  put  up  a  tent  for  the  prisoners,  I  declined  to 
sleep  in  it,  but  slept  ou  the  ground,  because  they  had  refused,  when  there  were  seven 
soldiers  to  guard  me,  to  let  me  sleep  in  the  wagon.  I  will  say  in  regard  to  these  seven 
men  who  remained  with  me  in  prison,  that  as  we  marched  along  somebody  talked  about 
a  court-maftial ;  and  I  told  them  I  was  willing  to  leave  it  to  my  guard — the  seven 
men — who  should  be  shot,  I  or  Hoklen. 

Question.  While  they  were  under  Kirk's  orders? 

Answer.  Yes;  while  they  Avere  marching  from  Yanceyville  to  Graham,  one  of  the  lit- 
tle fellows  swore  that  I  would  not  be  the  man  who  would  be  shot.  I  only  mention 
that  to  show  the  feeling  between  me  and  the  soldiers,  Kirk's  rabble. 

Question.  Did  you  make  a  speech  in  Alamance  County  in  December  last,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  large  audience  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sii',  some  time  this  last  winter,  in  December  or  January. 

Question.  In  the  speech  did  you  use  language  like  this  to  the  negroes  :  "  I  told  you 
what  would  happen  if  you  voted  the  radical  ticket ;  look  at  the  fate  of  Stevens,  of 
Outlaw,  and  others  ?  " 

Answer.  I  have  answered  the  same  question  before. 

Question.  Did  you  call  attention  to  the  fate  of  Outlaw  and  others? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  to  the  fact  that  80,000  people  had  been  murdered  in  France  by 
secret  societies  ;  tliat  these  societies  had  always  produced  destruction.  I  mentioned 
the  murder  of  Outlaw,  the  assasinatiou  of  Stevens,  and  the  burning  of  barns  and  gran- 
aries as  the  result  of  the  dangerous  tendencies  of  secret  societies. 

Question.  Did  you  say,  "  You  see  what  you  get  by  voting  the  radical  ticket  ?" 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  "  You  see  what  you  come  to  by  your  secret  societies." 

Question.  Did  you  say,  "  If  you  continue  to  vote  that  ticket  you  wUl  see  still  worse 
times  ?  " 

Answer.  I  said,  "  if  you  continue  your  secret  societies  the  bloodshed,  hanging,  and 
burning  are  not  over.  It  is  the  secret  societies  where  you  have  got  a  radical  rexjub- 
lican  party." 

Question.  Did  you  see  posted  up  in  your  town  or  county,  or  in  Alamance  County,  a 
paper  just  before  the  December  election,  threatening  the  negroes  if  they  voted  the  rad- 
ical ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  I  never  saw  such  a  paper. 
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Question.  Did  you  see  no  sucli  handbills  ? 

Ansicer.  Never  at  any  time. 

Question.  How  were  the  present  judges  of  North  Carolina  chosen? 

A7}swe):  They  were  elected  under  the  bayonet  in  a  three  days'  election.  I  consider  it 
was  under  the  bayonet  and  reconstruction  acts. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  one  wanting  to  vote  at  that  election  who  did  not 
vote? 

Answer.  No,  there  was  no  disfranchisement  at  that  election. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Were  not  all  the  persons  who  were  disqualified  from  holding  office  under 
the  fourteenth  amendment  disfranchised  and  prevented  from  voting  by  the  reconstruc- 
tion acts  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  I  believe  they  were  ;  I  believe  you  are  right. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  person  who  wanted  to  exercise  the  franchise  who  did 
not  have  the  right  to  exercise  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  vote  yourself? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  disfranchised  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  person  at  the  election  who  wanted  to  vote  who  was  not 
allowed  to  vote  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  being  at  the  election  on  the  ground. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any 'bayonets  used  to  prevent  people  from  voting? 

Ansicer.  I  did  not ;  but  I  saw  the  moral  force  of  them  in  all  the  elections  held  now  for 
years  in  the  South.  I  have  seen  the  moral  force  of  liavonets  at  the  ballot-box  ;  I  did 
not  see  tlie  bayonets.     Of  which  election  did  you  speak  ;  of  tlie  last  August  election? 

Question.  No,  sir;  of  the  election  at  which  your  judges  were  elected. 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  sir;  there  were  no  military  at  that  last  election  f 

Answer.  Why,  yes,  sir ;  we  had  them. 

Question.  Where  ? 

Answer.  In  ditlerent  portions  of  the  State;  we  had  them  in  my  county,  Alamance, 
Caswell,  and  Jloore.    Tlie  governor  sent  them  about  from  post  to  pillar. 

Question.  That  was  your  State  militia? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  we  had  Federal  troops  in  Alamance  and  Caswell. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  Federal  troops  interfered  in  any  way  with  your 
election  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  say  to  their  credit  they  were  all  disgusted  with  what  they  saw 
there  and  were  kindly  disposed  towards  us ;  sympathised  with  us  ih  outrages  perpe- 
trated upon  Tis,  every  on»i  that  I  have  heard. 

Question.  Now  you  are  trying  to  impeach  Governor  Holden  ;  I  suppose  you  are  very 
anxious  that  he  shoulil  be  iin])eached  ? 

Ansicer.  I  thiulc  it  just  and  proper  that  ho  should  be,  and  I  want  to  see  him  con- 
victed; I  think  he  ought  to  be. 

Question.  Is  one  of  the  objects  of  the  intended  convention  in  your  State  to  change  your 
judges  ? 

Ansicer.  If  it  is  not,  it  ought  to  be. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  very  well  whether  it  is  or  not  ? 

Answer.  Why  should  I  know  ? 

Question.  You  are  a  leading  man. 

Answer.  I  could  only  speak  for  myself;  I  have  no  right  to  speak  for  a  convention  that 
is  not  yet  called. 

Question.  Is  that  one  of  your  objects  ? 

Ansicer.  My  purpose  would  be ;  I  would  impeach  him  and  get  clear  of  him  by  that ; 
that  is  my  policy. 

Question.  You  would  impeach  all  the  officers  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  all  of  them  ;  there  is  one  of  the  judges  that  I  think  has  com- 
mitted perjury,  and  taken  a  bribe ;  I  want  him  to  be  impeached ;  I  do  not  want  to  put 
him  out  by  a  convention. 

Question.  From  what  you  could  learn  of  the  public  sentiment,  and  being  a  journalist, 
la  one  of  the  prime  objects  of  that  coming  convention  to  get  rid  of  your  judges  ? 

Answer.  I  couUl  only  answer  for  myself.  As  I  tell  you,  my  purpose  is  and  would  be 
this:  There  nrr  some  of  them  incompetent,  some  of  them  corrupt,  and  otliers  publicly 
drunk,  very  often  on  the  bench  and  in  the  streets.  One  of  them  was  fined  five  dollars 
for  indecent  exposure  of  his  person,  and  carried  to  the  guard-house. 

Question.  Which  one  was  that? 
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Answer.  Judge  Jones. 

Question.  Wlierc  is  he  from  ? 

An-nver.  From  the  Albemarle  country. 

Quesiion.  A  native  of  North  Carolina? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  am  ashamed  to  say  that  he  is. 

Question.  Which  one  is  corrupt  ? 

Answer.  Judge  Watts. 

Question.  Where  is  he  from  ? 

Answei:  From  Martin  County. 

Question.  Is  he  a  North  Carolinian  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  . 

Question.  A  republican  ? 

Answer.  A  republican. 

Question.  He  is  the  man  you  refer  to  as  having  taken  bribes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  there  is  no  mistake  about  it ;  it  is  already  proven,, 

Question.  Who  are  your  other  judges? 

Ansiver.  There  is  Tourgee,  a  carpet-bagger. 

Question.  Where  is  he  from  ? 

Ansiver.  He  is  from  Ohio,  or  somewhere  in  the  Northwest. 

Question.  A  republican  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  W^ho  are  the  others  ? 

Answer.  There  is  Pearson,  chief  justice. 

Question.  Who  is  he  ? 

Answer.  A  native  of  North  Carolina. 

Question.  What  do  you  say  of  him  ? 

Answer.  I  would  have  him  impeached  for  refusing  to  give  citizens  the  benefit  of  the 
■writ  of  habeas  corpus.  While  he  refused  to  grant  it  there  were  three  men  huug  and 
a  hundred  arrestetf  and  put  in  jail  or  prison,  some  of  them  ironed.  He  refused  to  give 
them  the  benefit  of  the  habeas  corpus.  For  that  I  would  have  him  deposed,  and  for 
his  public  drunkenness. 

Question.  Who  is  one  of  the  other  judges? 

Answer.  Judge  Settle,  of  the  supreme  court. 

Question.  Where  is  he  from  ? 

Answer.  Rockingham  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  What  is  the  matter  with  him  ? 

Anstve):  He  is  a  man  of  not  much  legal  attainment ;  could  never  have  been  elected 
except  by  the  negro  vote ;  could  not  have  been  elected  as  a  judge  by  the  people  with- 
out the  negro  vote ;  did  not  have  that  standing  and  reputation  at  the  bar  as  a  lawyer. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  the  negroes  have  a  right  to  vote  for  judges  as  well  as 
I  yourself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  under  the  Constitution  and  laws. 

Question.  Then  you  do  not  think  any  worse  of  him  that  the  negroes  voted  for  him  ? 

Answer.  Well,  he  could  not  have  been  elected  by  the  intelligent  men  of  the  State; 
the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  State  would  not  have  elected  him;  that  is  what  I 
mean  to  say. 

Question,  What  is  the  matter  with  him  ? 

Answer.  I  have  g»lven  you  all. 

Question.  He  is  a  native  of  North  Carolina? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wlio  is  the  other? 

Answ(r.  Judge  Hick,  of  the  supreme  court. 

Quesiion.  Is  he  a  native  of  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  county  ? 

Answer.  Guilford. 
;       ^ucsiioj*.  What  has  he  done  to  incur  your  displeasure? 

Answer.  I  was  going  to  say  he  signed  the  ordinance  of  secession,  until  you  put  iu  the 
;  -word  '•  displeasure  ;"Judge  Dick,  too,  is  like  Judge  Setfle  ;  not  amanofmuch  reputation 
i  in  the  profession  ;  would  not  have  been  thought  of  forjudge. 

j       Question.  You  regard  it  as  an  impeachment  of  a  man's  qualifications  as  a  judge  that 
I  lie  signed  the  article  of  secession  ? 
;       Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  why  do  you  mention  it  ? 

Answer.  Because  you  asked  me  what  about  Judge  Dick. 

Question.  He  has  come  under  your  displeasure  for  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  although  so  far  as  the  secession  movement  was  concerned  I  foiight 
it  out  bitterly  to  the  last,  after  the  Congress  of  1860-'61  sun-endered,  and  the  New 
York  Tribune  and  Herald  called  for  us  to  depart  in  peace.  I  was  at  that  time  lighting 
for  the  Union,  and  calling  upon  Buchanan  to  execute  the  laws  in  Charleston,  and 
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avowing  my  purpose  to  assist  him,  wben  Greeley  said,  in  God's  name,  "Let  them  go  in 
peace,"  and  General  Scott  said,  "Wayward  sisters,  depart  in  peace. 

Question.  Then  you  said,  "  Let  us  go  into  the  war  ?" 

Anstver.  Long  alter  Greeley  said  this  I  introduced  a  resolution  in  the  State  senate 
calling  on  Buchanan  to  execute  the  laws  in  Charleston.  I  went  in  after  the  firing  upon 
Fort  Sumter.  But  when  I  thought  I  was  good  whipped,  in  1864,  I  offered  the  peace 
resolutions  in  the  confederate  congress,  which  were  supposed,  in  some  degree,  to  havo 
brought  about  the  Hampton  Roads  mission,  on  the  part  of  the  confederacy. 

Question.  Then,  lilie  these  judges  you  liave  mentioned,  you  have  been  for  the  Union 
at  one  time,  and  at  another  for  the  rebellion  ? 
Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  you  do  consider  that  a  reproach  ? 

Ans^i•:r.  No  ;  I  consider  it  in  this  way  :  those  who  were  Union  men  at  the  South 
were  forced  to  take  that  side,  just  as  others  were  at  the  North  :  it  was  the  foice  of 
public  opinion  ;  and  then  we  had  a  de  facto  government  that  could  command.  But  it 
was  not  that  that  took  me  in  ;  I  went  in  as  a  volunteer.  In  ISBl  I  oilVred  a  resolution 
in  the  senate  calling  upon  Buchanan  to  execute  the  laws  in  Charleston,  and  avowing 
my  purpose  to  assist,  and  I  think  it  strange  now  that  Greeley  should  be  a  Union  saint 
and  I  a  rebel  devil,  when  then,  in  18(51,  was  the  time  we  wanted  Union  men. 
.    Question.  You  regarded  Greeley  as  a  disuuionist  ? 

Ansiver.  No  ;  I  say  when  I  was  making  speeches  in  1861  for  the  Union,  and  after  the 
Gulf  States  seceded,  Greeley's  paper  <H(1  more  to  break  me  down  and  break  down  the 
Union  men  and  Union  feeling  in  North  Carolina  in  1861,  and  also  in  the  winter  of 
1860-61,  than  all  the  other  papers. 

Question.  When  your  people  voted  on  the  question  whether  you  should  secede  or  not, 
they  voted  largt.'ly  against  it? 

An8^cn•.  Yes,  and  I  voted  with  them. 

Question.  When  the  legislature  convened  did  it  not  take  the  State  out  by  resolution  1 

Answer.  Yes;  we  had  an  election  in  February,  1861,  to  decide  whether  we  should 
call  a  convention  or  not ;  I  voted  against  that ;  I  voted  as  a  citizen  at  the  polls  against 
it,  and  I  voted  against  arming  the  State,  and  against  every  move  that  seemed  like 
secession. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  James  E.  Boyd  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not,  just  about  the  time  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Boyd  by  Colonel  Bark, 
indorse  him  as  a  gentleman  of  high  character  and  respectability? 

Ansu-cr.  And  I  thought  he  was;  Ihave  always  regarded  him  so;  I  knew  him  as  a  young 
lawyer  and  had  a  good  opinion  of  him. 

•Question.  Have  you  not  since  then  denounced  him  as  a  perjured  man  ? 

Answer.  And  I  think  he  is,  to-day. 

Question.  I  ask  you  the  question? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  1  have. 

Question.  An  infamous  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  is. 

Question.  Will  you  tell  us  now  what  led  to  this  change  of  opinion  in  regard  to  h:m  1 

Answer.  Mr.  Boyd  has  received  from  the  governor  $"250,  as  I  see  by  the  reports  from 
the  treasurer's  office.  He  was  a  democratic  candidate  for  the  legislature,  turned  State's 
evidence  and  made  confession  when  Kirk  arrested  him.  and  stated  that  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  White-  Brotherhood,  or  some  other  organization,  some  secret  society  ;  and 
soon  after  he  was  arrested  he  put  a  card  in  the  Sentinel  stating  that  he  had  not 
changed  his  political  sentiments  or  feelings ;  then  afterwards  he  came  out  with  a  con- 
fession that  he  had  belonged  to  that  secret  organization,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  he  hjis 
received  from  the  governor  $250,  though  he  has  contradicted  himself,  and  lied  about  it 
when  there  was  no  necessity  for  it. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Boyd  publish  a  letter  purporting  to  be  a  confession  ? 

Ansuer.  Yes,  sir;  he  ])ublishe(l  a  h-tter. 

Question.  That  letter  was  dated  about  what  time? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  remember  the  date ;  it  was  July,  August,  or  somewhere  along  there. 

Question.  Was  it  July  28,  1870  ? 

Answer.  Very  likely  ;  I  do  not  remcTuber. 

Question.  Did  you  i^ublish  that  letter  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  say,  in  the  course  of  your  comments  on  that  letter,  that  "the  Ku- 
Klux  ought  to  hang  Jim  Boyd?" 

Answer.  I  did  not  write  the  article  ;  I  do  not  remember  what  was  said  in  it. 

Question.  W^as  that  published  in  your  i»aper? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember;  I  know  that  two  letters  of  Boyd  were  published. 

Question.  Did  you  in  your  paper,  or  did  anybody  purporting  ti>  be  its  editor,  use  in 
your  paper  the  language,  that  "  the  Ku-Klux  ought  to  hang  Jim  Boyd  ?" 

Anmver.  I  do  not  remember;  it  may  be  so. 
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Question.  Do  you  say  it  was  not  so? 

Answa:  I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  so^or  not.  I  would  not  hesitate  about 
repeating;-  it,  if  I  had  said  it. 

Question.  Is  that  your  opinion  now  ? 

Ansiicr.  No,  sir ;  1  do  not  think  the  Ku-Klux  should  have  hung  him,  or  anybody  else, 
■without  authority  of  law. 

Question.  And  if  you  said  that  in  your  paper  you  did  not  mean  that  they  should  take 
your  advice  ? 

Ansvier.  I  am  very  sure  that  I  did  not  write  the  article  that  you  say  said  so. 

Qtiestion.  You  indorse  the  articles  that  appear  in  your  paper? 

Answer.  Generally.  If  that  was  there  I  do  not  remember  it;  I  did  not  read  it,  and  I 
did  not  write  it ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  there.  I  did  not  read  or  write  any  such 
article,  and  I  am  very  sure  I  would  not  have  written  it. 

Question.  Have  you  given  now  the  only  reason  you  had  for  changing  your  opinion  of 
Mr.  Boyd,  of  whom  you  thought  so  highly  before? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  given  you  about  all. 

Question.  Is  it  the  fact  that  he  came  out  aud  confessed  that  he  belonged  to  the  Ku- 
Klux  Klan — did  that  change  your  opinion  any? 

Answei:  No,  sir ;  it  was  not  that ;  it  was  his  contradiction  and  his  false  swearing. 

Question.  You  say  it  was  his  false  swearing? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  certainly  ;  false  swearing,  contradictory  statements,  and  lying. 

Question.  In  what  did  he  swear  falsely  ? 

Ans^ver.  He  seems  to  have  taken  the  oath  of  this  Brotherhood,  whatever  it  was,  and 
then  he  came  out  in  a  card  in  my  paper  in  which  he  contradicted  himself. 

Question.  In  which  he  stated  that  he  had  taken  that  oath  ? 

Mr.  Bl.\ir.  He  said  in  the  card  that  he  had  made  no  confession.  The  card  stated  that 
it  was  reported  that  he  had  made  confessions  after  his  arrest,  and  he  declared  in  this 
card  that  he  had  made  no  confessions. 

Mr.  Nye.  That  is  not  what  I  am  inquiring  about ;  the  witness  says  that  he  does  not 
remember  that  fact. 

The  Witness.  Boyd's  confession  was  not  published  in  my  paper ;  I  made  a  mistake 
about  that.  It  was  published  in  the  Standard,  and  my  paper  published  a  card  from 
Boyd. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Now  let  me  inquire  in  what  respect  did  Boyd  swear  falsely.  You  have  said 
that  he  swore  falsely.    What  do  you  mean  by  that ;  in-  what  particular  ? 

Answer.  In  joining  the  society  and  swearing  himself  to  secrecy,  and  then  turning 
State's  evidence,  and  taking  $250  in  money.  Those  things  I  regard  enough  to  make  a 
man  infamous ;  Boyd's  whole  conduct  in  the  matter. 

Question.  If  I  understand  you — aud  I  waut  to  see  if  I  do — you  regard  that  if  a  man 
takes  an  oath  of  the  character  of  this  oath — you  have  seen  it  often? 

Answer.  1  have  not  seen  it  often ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  saw  it. 

Question.  Well,  it  is  this  : 

"  You  solemnly  swear,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  you  will  never  reveal 
the  name  of  the  person  who  initiated  you ;  and  that  you  will  never  reveal  what  is  now 
about  to  come  to  your  knowledge ;  and  that  you  are  not  now  a  member  of  the  Red 
String  Order,  Union  League,  Heroes  of  America,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  or  any 
other  organization  whose  aim  and  intention  is  to  destroy  the  rights  ot  the  South,  or  of 
the  States,  or  of  the  people,  or  to  elevate  the  negro  to  a  political  equality  with  your- 
self; and  that  you  are  opposed  to  all  such  principles:  So  help  you  God. 

"  You  further  swear,  before  Ahnighty  God,  that  you  will  be  true  to  the  principles  of 
this  brotherhood  and  the  members  thereof;  and  that  you  will  never  reveal  any  of  the 
secrets,  orders,  acts,  or  edicts,  and  you  will  never  make  knowji  to  anj-  person  not  a 
known  member  of  this  brotherhood  that  you  are  a  meml)er  yourself,  or  who  are  mem- 
bers ;  and  that  you  will  never  assist  in  initiating,  or  allow  to  be  initiated*  if  you  can 
prevent  it,  any  one  belonging  to  the  Red  String  Order,  Union  League,  Heroes  of  America, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  or  any  one  holding  radical  views  or  opinions ;  and  should 
any  member  of  this  brotherhood,  or  their  families,  be  in  danger,  you  will  inform  them 
of  then-  danger,  and,  if  necessary,  yon  will  go  to  their  assistance ;  and  that  you  will 
opjiose  all  radicals  and  negroes  in  all  of  their  political  designs ;  and  that  should  any 
radical  or  negro  impose  on,  abuse,  or  injure  any  member  of  this  brotherhood,  you  will 
assist  in  punishing  him  in  any  manner  the  camp  may  direct. 

"You  further  swear  that  you  will  obey  all  calls  and  summonses  of  the  chief  of  your 
camp  or  brotherhood,  should  it  be  in  your  power  so  to  do. 

"Given  upon  this,  your  obligation,  that  you  will  never  give  the  word  of  distress 
unless  you  are  in  great  need  of  assistance;  and  should  you  hear  it  given  by  any  brother 
you  will  go  to  his  or  their  assistance  ;  and  should  any  member  reveal  any  of  the  secrets, 
acts,  orders,  or  edicts  of  the  brotherhood,  you  will  assist  in  punishing  him  in  any  way 
the  camp  may  direct  or  apiirove  of:  So  help  you  God." 
Now,  you  say  you  would  think  a  man  infamous  for  disregarding  that  oath? 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  that,  coupled  with  the  money  that  has  been  iiaicl  him,  and  the  letter 
he  wrote. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Where  does  the  false  swearing  come  in,  that  you  speak  of? 

Answer.  If  Boyd  took  that  oath,  and  then  volunteered  himself  to  expose  it,  I  think  it 
makes  him  infamous.  It  would  not  if  he  were  called  upon  in  a  court  of  justice,  for 
then  it  would  be  his  duty  to  disregard  that  oath. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Now,  in  order  to  test  your  standard  of  what  makes  a  man  infamous,  I  will 
ask  you  this  question  :  Had  you  taken  this  oath,  and  had  become  aware  that  this  or- 
ganization was  guilty  of  murders  and  outrages,  would  you  not  have  told  of  it  ? 

Answer.  In  the  first  place,  I  would  not  have  taken  that  oath. 

Question.  But  suppose  you  had  taken  it.  You  are  supposing  that  a  man  whom  you 
certify  to  have  been  a  gentleman  of  good  character  and  standiug  did  take  it,  and  he 
tells  us  here  that  these  outrages  were  committed,  and  that  he  tells  of  it  for  that  reason  ; 
do  you  think  that  a  man  would  become  infamous  who  would  give  to  the  world  his 
knowledge  of  such  outrages  ? 

Answer.  Certainly,  if  he  took  money  for  it. 

Question.  Let  us  see  what  you  know  about  his  receiving  money.  Did  you  see  him 
receive  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  the  legislature  called  on  the  governor  for  a  statement  of  the 
secret-service  money,  and  the  money  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  for  spies,  and 
other  moneys.  Some  twelve  thousaud  dollars  had  been  paid  out  to  spies,  and  Boyd  is 
put  down  lor  I  do  not  know  what  amount— two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred 
dollars — I  do  not  remember  the  exact  amount. 

Question.  Before  he  ever  took  this  oath  ? 

Answa:  Since  then,  and  I  suppose  it  was  since  the  disclosures. 

Ouestion.  There  is  no  evidence  that  you  know  of  that  he  received  money  before  he 
made  the  disclosures  ? 

Ansu-er.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Or  that  ho  made  the  disclosures  in  consideration  of  the  money  ? 
Ansiier.  No,  sir.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Then,  do  you  consider  that,  if  he  performed  services  at  the  request  of  the 
executive  of  your  State,  there  was  any  more  wrong  in  paying  him  for  it  than  there 
would  have  been  in  paying  anybody  else,  after  he  made  these  disclosures  ? 

Anstcer.  He  might  take  money  as  anybody  else. 

Quesfion.  Is  t  hire  anything  wrong  in  paying  him  for  sers'ices  performed  at  the  request 
of  the  governor,  after  he  made  these  disclosures? 

Aimu-cr.  There  was  nothing  wrong  in  thf  governor  getting  anything  out  of  him  in 
that  way  ;  if  he  could  buy  him  up,  then"  was  notliing  wrong  in  the  governor's  buying 
him  ;  it  was  well  enough  for  the  governor  to  buy  liini. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  wrong  in  his  taking  pay,  if  he  performed  the  services  ? 

Ansicer.  Sucli  services  as  those,  I  think,  make  him  infamous. 

Question.  Against  men  belonging  to  this  onhT  ? 

Answer.  Boyd's  conduct  in  this  matter,  and  his  taking  money  with  it,  makes  him  in- 
famous. 

Question.  I  desire  to  be  perfectly  fair  about  this.  Have  you  said  all  that,  in  your 
opinion,  makes  Boyd  infamous  ?     Have  you  given  all  the  reasons  you  desire  to  give  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  wavS  his  card,  his  confession,  and  his  taking  money  from  Governor 
Holden  ;  his  whole  connection  with  this  matter. 

By  Mr.  Rice  ; 
Question.  Does  his  t.aking  that  oath  originally,  in  your  estimation,  enter  into  and 
form  a  part  of  this  infamy  ? 
Ansieer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Do  you  regard  it  as  afifecting  a  man's  moral  character  to  take  that  oath  T 

Answer.  I  tliiiik  it  would  affect  any  man's  moral  character  to  take  that  oath,  and 
then  vohnittMT  Iiis  services  to  expose  it. 

.Question.  Suppose  he  had  not  volunteered  an  exposure,  but  had  simply  taken  the 
oath,  ami  joined  the  society;  do  you  regard  that  that  would  affect  any  man's  moral 
character  f 

Answer.  If  I  were  to  do  it,  I  should  think  it  would  affect  my  moral  character. 
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Question.  Would  you  regard  it  as  a  reijroacli  upon  any  person  to  have  taken  tM 
oath? 

Ansivcr.  I  say  I  should,  if  I  were  to  go  into  the  order  and  take  that  oath.  In  the  case 
of  some  simple-minded  fellows,  who  are"hardly  responsible  to  God  or  man,  it  would  not 
be  the  same  reproach  to  them  as  to  me  to  take  that  oath. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Or  to  any  intelligent  man  ? 
Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  he  has  no  business  there. 

By  the  Cilurman  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  having  had  no  knowledge  of  this  Ku-Klus  organization  prior 
to  the  judicial  examiuations  at  Raleigh  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Since  those  examinations  and  the  disclosures  made  there,  have  you  had  any 
conversation  with  those  who  were  there  disclosed  to  be  members  of  the  order? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  with  three  or  forur  of  them. 

Qiiestion.  Who  were  they  ? 

Anstver.  They  were  the  men  who  were  hung — Rogers,  Murray,  and  Patton;  I  believe 
they  all  confessed. 

By  Mr.  Bl^ur  : 

Question.  Were  they  hung  until  dead  ? 

Anstver.  Oh,  no;  hung  up,  and  let  down,  and  hung  up  again. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  others  who  were  said  to  be  members  ; 
with  Strudwick  and  Jarvis,  for  instance  ? 

Ansive)-.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  admit  that  they  were  members? 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Patton,  Murray,  and  Rogers  admit  to  you  that  they  were  members  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  all  three  of  them  admitted  that  thej^  had  been  initiated.  I 
had  a  talk  with  them  at  Raleigh;  and  I  have  had  a  talk  with  all  of  them  since  they 
have  been  here. 

Question.  Before  you  saw  them  here,  did  they  admit  that  they  were  members? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  question  ever  come  up  in  conversation  with  either  Jax'vis  or  Strud- 
wick as  to  whether  they  were  members  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  I  heard  Jarvis  say  that  he  was  not. 

Qtiestion.  Did  you  put  the  question  to  him,  after  the  disclosure  was  made  upon  the 
trial,  whether  he  was  or  was  not  a  member  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  asked  him  ;  I  may  have  asked  him  a  question  which 
led  to  it ;  it  was  in  a  casual  conversation  between  two  or  three,  and  I  remember  hear- 
ing Jarvis  say  that  he  was  one  of  those  charged  with  being  members,  and  that  he  was 
not  a  member. 

Question.  You  have  understood  it  to  be  a  jiart  of  the  obligation  wbich  the  members 
took  that  they  should  deny  being  members  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir;  I  know  no  more  about  it  than  you  do — only  what  I  have  learned 
from  the  papers  before  you. 

Question.  Have  you  read  the  obligation? 

Anstver.  I  have  never  read  it. 

Question.  Did  you  never  read  the  proceedings  of  the  examination  by  tlie  judges? 

Anstver.  Not  all  of  it.  I  heard  a  part  of  it;  but  I  did  not  read  all  the  i)roceeding8. 
I  heard  a  part  of  it,  aud  was  iuditferent  about  even  reading  it. 

Question.  In  all  your  intercourse  with  the  leading  meu  of  the  conservative  party  of 
your  State,  did  you  ever  make  the  iuquiry  whether  any  of  them  were,  as  charged, 
members  of  this  secret  organization,  let  its  real  name  be  what  it  may  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  made  inquiries  a  number  of  times  with  a  view  of  ascer- 
taining. 

Question.  Did  they  all  deny  it? 

Anstver.  I  do  not  now  remember  any  one  denying  it  except  Jarvis. 

Qtiestion.  Did  they  admit  it? 

Anstver.  No,  sir.  I  never  talked  with  more  than  two  or  three  that  are  charged,  ex- 
cept these  witnesses. 

Qtiestion.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  James  E.  Boyd,  of  Graham,  be- 
iore  he  was  brought  as  a  witness  to  Raleigh  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  testiiied  as  to  that  already. 

Question.  Hud  you  any  conversation  with  him  before  that  about  his  beiug  a  member 
of  the  order  ? 
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Ansiccr.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  liad  any  conversation  at  all  at  any  time  "with  him  about  his 
being  a  member. 

Question.  Would  you  have  said  he  was  or  was  not  a  member? 

Answer.  From  the  character  of  the  man  I  was  a  little  surprised  that  he  had  been  a 
member.  I  have  stated  that  Boyd  was  a  man  that  I  liked,  and  that  he  was  a  man  of 
good  character ;  I  have  already  stated  that,  until  recently. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  yoTir  examination  questions  haA'^e  been  put  to  you  in  regard  to  different 
organizations  and  secret  societies,  both  the  Loyal  Leagues  and  the  Ku-Klux  organiza- 
tions ;  you  have  stated  that  they  seemed  to  be  in  hostility  to  each  other — in  antagonism. 

Ans^ver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Which  one  of  these  organizations,  according  to  your  information,  was  first 
started  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  The  Loyal  League. 

Question.  Of  whom  was  it  composed  principally? 

Answer.  The  colored  population  and  some  others. 

Question.  Was  it  the  general  belief  in  that  State  that  it  was  composed  almost  entirely 
of  negroes  ? 

Answer.  The  negro  population,  with  a  few  exceptions,  belonged  to  it ;  then  there 
were  several  hundred  carpet-baggers.  In  the  early  organization  there  were,  I  suppose, 
fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  whites  belonging  to  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  this  organization  was  instituted 
originally  for  political  purposes  ? 

Answer.  The  Leaguers? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  entirely  so. 

Question.  They  exercised  a  great  inlluence,  did  they  not,  banding  together  the  negroes 
in  one  organization? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  supposed  that  the  few  white  people  in  the  State,  carpet-baggers  and 
others,  took  this  means  of  forming  them  into  a  compact  body,  for  political  purposes, 
and  in  on'er  to  elevate  themselves  to  power  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question  That  was  the  general  belief  in  regard  to  it  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Questior..  N(  iuly  all  the  whites  in  the  State  were  conservatives,  were  they  not  ? 

Answer.  Now  they  are. 

Question.  The  gnat  body  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  they  always  were. 

Question.  This  creates  almost  an  antagonism  between  the  races  in  that  State,  does 
it  not  ? 

Answer.  Tea.  sir. 

Question  Is  it  your  belief,  or  have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  this  organiza- 
tion, known  as  tlie  Loyal  League  association,  used  any  intimidations  or  threats  toward 
the  negroes  who  were  indisposed  to  unite  with  them  politically,  in  order  to  compel 
them  to  do  so  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir.  In  Wilson  County  a  negro,  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  was 
taken  out  of  his  house  and  whip])ed  ;  they  gave  him  two  or  three  hundred  lashes. 

Question.  Taken  out  by  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  the  Leaguers;  and  when  the  attorney  for  the  prosecution,  Mr.  Dorscb, 
proposed  to  prove  that  it  was  by  order  of  the  Lcagiu's,  the  judge  ruled  it  out  as  irrelevant. 
He  olfercd  to  prove  that  it  was  by  order  of  the  League  that  this  negro  was  taken  out 
of  his  house  and  whipi)ed.  They  were  indicted  and  sentenced  to  thirty  and  sixty  days' 
imi)risonnient ;  but  Governor  Holden,  who  at  the  time  was  the  president  of  the  League, 
pardoned  them  in  a  very  few  days.  Then  there  was  another  instance,  Major  Tappan, 
who  is  a  carpet-bagger  and  lives  at  Brattleboro,  issued  an  order,  as  president  of  the 
League,  to  bring  a  uegio  of  Nash  County  before  the  council  of  the  League.  He  was 
brought  there,  and  after  keeping  him  for  some  time,  part  of  a  day  and  night,  in  great 
terror,  they  resolved  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  governor,  who  was  the  president  of  the 
League.  Alajor  Tappan  was  indicted  in  Edgcombe  County,  the  connty  where  he  issued 
the  ord(!r,  and  where  the  League  met ;  and  he  was  sentenced  to  six  months'  imprison- 
ment. Tlie  negroes  who  lived  in  the  adjoining  counties,  a  nule  or  two  ofi\  and  who 
arrested  this  negro  l)y  order  of  the  ])resident  of  the  League,  were  indicted  in  Nash 
County,  aud  put  in  jail  for  some  length  of  time  ;  I  do  not  remember  the  time. 

Question.  For  what  did  they  bring  the  negro  before  the  League  ? 

Ansiver.  For  voting  the  democratic  ticket.  And  the  jiresiilent  of  the  League,  'wKo 
issued  the  order  for  his  arrest,  aud  the  negroes  who  arrested  him,  were  convicted  and 
sentenced.  But  the  commander  of  the  district — I  have  forgotten  who  it  was  at  the 
time— sent  soldiers  with  bayonets  to  open  the  jail  and  let  out  the  major  ;  and  then  the 
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major  got  an  order  to  let  out  the  uegrocs  %vlio  biul  been  seutenced ;  so  that  the  punish- 
ment ■\va8  not  inflicted.  They  were  sentenced,  though,  and  were  in  jail,  all  of  them  ; 
but  the  commander  released  them. 

Question.  Was  it  generally  understood  among  the  negroes  that  unless  they  obeyed 
the  behests  of  the  League,  and  voted  against  the  democratic  ticket,  they  would  ba 
punished  ?  ' 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  impression  among  them,  and  they  have  been  punished. 

Question.  Was  that  impression  of  such  a  character  as  generally  to  deter  them  from 
voting  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  detered  from  voting. 

Question.  Would  many  of  them  vote  with  the  conservatives  but  for  the  existence  of 
this  League  and  its  terrorism '? 

Answer.  I  liave  no  doubt  they  would,  half  of  them,  more  than  half. 

Question.  Have  you  spoken  Avith  many  negroes  upon  the  subject  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  never  talked  sjiecially  with  many  of  them  on  that  subject; 
only  know  these  facts.  And  I  know  further,  that  in  Wake  County  there  has  been  great 
disturbance,  house-burning  and  barn-burning.  One  witness  was  shot,  and  when  he 
was  in  extremis  he  made  a  confession  ujion  the  subject.  He  said  they  had  met  at  the 
house  of  a  colored  man,  a  preacher,  and  liad  resolved  to  burn  so  many  barns;  Mr. 
Branch's  barn  among  the  rest.  They  appointed  a  committee,  so  that  in  case  any  one 
should  come  out  to  extinguish  the  flames  they  would  fire  on  liirn.  Two  or  three  of 
them  turned  State's  evidence,  and  one  of  them  stated  before  the  magistrate  that  the 
meeting  was  flrst  called  at  this  negro's  house  by  order  of  Governor  Holden,  though 
the  governor  was  not  at  the  meeting,  and  that  they  there  resolved  to  burn  so  many 
houses  and  so  many  barns,  and  detailed  men  to  shoot  at  j^arties  while  tlie  tire  was 
going  on,  if  they  came  to  extinguish  it.  Branch's  barn  was  set  on  fire,  and  when  he 
discovered  the  flames  he  ran  out  to  it,  and  he  was  fired  npon  some  twelve  or  fifteen 
times.  He  put  out  the  flames,  though.  He  came  some  few  weeks  ago  to  make  his 
complaint  before  the  grand  jury.  In  the  mean  time  some  forty  negroes  had  been  ar- 
rested; some  of  them  were  put  in  Chatham  jail  and  some  in  Wake  jail.  When  the 
Wake  trial  came  on  at  the  special  court  called  for  the  ])urpose  of  trying  them,  nineteen 
of  them  were  indicted  in  one  bill  for  barn-burning  and  house-burning— ^diflerent  houses. 
Three  of  them  were  put  on  their  trial.  At  that  time  the  grand  jury  was  composed,  I 
think,  of  eight  negroes,  and  three  of  the  governor's  militia — radicals  ;  and  there  were 
one  or  two  who  were  not  radicals.  Branch  went  before  this  grand  jury  aiul  stated  that 
his  barn  was  finnl.  He  had  two  witnesses  to  prove  that  they  were  part  and  parcel  of 
it,  and  to  tell  who  fired  the  barn,  and  who  stood  and  shot  at  him;  but  the  grand  jury 
failed  to  find  a  bill  or  make  a  j)reseutmeut.  When  they  came  to  the  trial  of  the  nine- 
teen men  charged  with  barn-burning  and  house-burning,  three  of  them  were  put  on 
trial  and  were  acquitted  by  a  jury  that  was  entirely  republican — seven  negroes,  and 
the  others  radicals. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  county  was  that  ? 

Answer.  In  Wake  County.  The  solicitor  then  moved  that  the  trial  of  the  remainder 
of  them  be  removed  to  Franklin  County.  The  postmaster  and  others  went  their  bail, 
and  they  were  turned  out  of  jail.  That  county,  and  Harnett  and  Chatham  Counties, 
for  the  last  three  or  four  months,  yes,  for  twelve  months,  have  been  the  scene  of  barn- 
burning  and  house-burning;  and  then  it  has  been  the  scene  for  the  riding  of  Ku-Klux. 
Men  in  disguise  have  whipped  negroes  in  this  neighborhood. 

By  Mr.  Bt.atr  : 

Question.  W^hat  was  alleged  to  have  been  the  motive  of  these  negroes  for  burning 
these  barns  ?     Do  you  know  anything  on  that  subject  ? 

Ansu-er.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  I  remember  sufficiently  ;  I  have  never  read  the 
evidence.     I  only  saw  the  negroes  when  they  were  carried  to  jail.    It  was  in  a  sort  of  > 
spirit  of  opposition  to  the  democratic  party  and  to  terrify  the  property-holders,  and  in 
retaliation  for  Ku-Kluxing,  I  suppose. 

Question.  This  Ku-Klux  Klau,  as  it  is  called,  or  these  different  orders,  is  it  supposed 
'either  organization  was  got  iip  with  any  view  of  protection  against  this  kind  of  out- 
rage, or  against  this  destruction  of  property? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  witnesses  examined  before  the  judge  who  made  that  statement ; 
that  it  was  to  scourge  the  men  who  were  committing  larceny  and  outrages  generally — 
a  sort  of  vigihmce  committee — and  that  it  had  no  political  significance  witli  them. 

Question.  It  was  done  because  when  these  outrages  were  committed  upon  their  prop- 
erty, and  the  perpetrators  were  arrested,  they  escaped,  either  by  the  connivance  of  the 
courts,  or  by  being  pardoned  by  the  governor  if  convicted  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  the  governor  pardoned  one  hundred  and  twenty-five,  I  think  it 
was — a  hundred  and  twenty-odd — and  reported  it  to  the  legislature.    By  the  constitu- 
tion, he  was  to  assign  his  reasons  for  pardoning.    I  remember  one  case,  of  a  negro  by 
24 
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the  name  of  Leadljetter.  Judge  Henry,  who  was  a  radical  .indge,  sentenced  him  to  the 
penitentiary  for  twenty-five  years.  The  governor  pardoned  him  before  he  was  received 
at  the  penitentiary. 

Question.  What  was  he  convicted  of? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember;  it  occurred  in  one  of  the  courts  in  the  mountains.  The 
governor  assigned  as  a  reason  for  pardoning  him  tliat  when  he  was  convicted  he  was 
only  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  said  to  be  an  idiot.  In  sis  days  afterward  the 
same  fellow  was  put  in  jail  in  Orange  County.  I  saw  liim  in  the  jail ;  ho  was  a  stout 
large  man,  weighing  one  huudied  and  eighty  or  two  hundred  pounds,  and  must  have 
been  twenty-six,  twenty-seven,  or  twenty-eight  j^ears  of  age. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  know  the  mau  ? 

Answer.  I  went  in  to  see  him,  hearing  that  he  had  the  great  seal  of  State  iu  his 
pocket. 

Question.  That  is  not  the  question.     Did  you  know  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  asked  him  who  he  was;  he  told  me  his  name,  and  that  Judge 
Henrj^  had  put  him  in  the  penitentiary  for  tweutj-five  years. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  learned  from  him  that  he  was  the  man  wlio  had  been  pardoned  by  the 
governor  ? 

Ansieei:  Yes,  sir;  and  he  had  the  pardon  with  him  ;  I  got  it  from  him;  he  gave  it  up 
to  me. 

Question.  The  governor,  tben,  must  have  been  deceived  in  this  matter,  or  else  he 
stated  a  reason  which  did  not  exist  ? 

Ansteer.  Yva,  sir ;  one  of  the  two. 

Question.  You  have  said  that  the  number  jiardoned  by  the  governor  was  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five.    Within  what  time  ? 

Answ/r.  I  suppose  it  was  within  twelve  montlis.  Tiie  con.stitution  requires  that  the 
governor  shall  make  a  report  to  the  legislature  :  and  it  was  his  first  report  upon  the 
subject  to  the  legislature.  I  supi)Ose  it  was  within  twelve  months ;  though  I  do  not 
know. 

Question.  W^ere  you  in  the  State  when  Kiik  and  Bergen  were  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  arrested  by  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  what  ground  ?    What  was  the  alleged  ofiensc  that  you  had  committed  ? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world. 

Question.  Did  they  charge  you  witli  any? 

Ansurr.  No,  sir.  They  came  with  two  negroes  and  about  ten  white  men,  without  a 
warrant.  I  demanded  of  them  their  warmnt.  I  was  on  horseback  at  the  time,  and 
they  cocked  their  guns  at  me.  and  threatene<l  to  shoot  me  if  1  did  not  surrender.  I  de- 
maiuled  their  authority  for  arresting  me.  They  said,  by  order  of  the  governor. 
They  went  to  my  house  ami  robbed  it  of  a  pistol  and  a  couple  of  guns,  and  they  carried 
me  otf  to  the  adjoining  county. 

Question.  Where  did  they  arrest  you  ? 

Ansu-er.  At  llillsboro. 

Question.  Where  did  they  carry  you? 

Answer.  They  carried  me  to  Company  Shops,  in  Alam.ince  County ;  and  that  night, 
about  nine  oVhxk,  they  started  off  for  YanceyVille,  about  thii-ty  miles  distant.  I  was 
confined  there  for  about  a  week  or  ten  days. 

Question.  Did  they  mak<>  any  charge  against  you  ? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world. 

Question.  How  did  you  obtain  your  liberty  ? 

Answer.  If  you  will  permit  nu',  I  will  state  some  of  the  particulars  connected  with  my 
imiirisonnieiit.  Scacu  men  were  put  in  my  room  and  forbid  my  going  to  the  windows; 
and  then  tiiey  forl)i(l  my  s])eakiiig,  unless  I  spolce  for  something  to  eat  or  drink.  Wo 
were  marched  from  there  to  Comjiany  Sli(>])s.  and  then  from  Company  Shops  to  Gra- 
ham, and  ])ut  in  the  court-house  there.  On  a  Tuesday,  I,  with  three  others,  was  put  in 
jail.  One  of  the  prisoners,  a  respectable  man,  was  ironed.  The  ex-sherift'  of  Caswell 
County  and  myself  were  jiut  in  tiie  same  room.  They  refused  to  allow  my  friends  to 
send  me  a  ]>itcher,  or  tumbler,  or  ciiairs,  or  even  a  stool  to  sit  on.  We  did  send  out  and 
get  a  pound  of  candles  and  some  matelies,  but  they  took  them  all  from  us,  except  one 
c.mdle,  whieli  we  had  hid.  A  era/.y  man  had  occupied  the  cell  for  six  or  eight  months ; 
and  there  were  two  blue  buckets  in  the  room,  as  the  furniture  of  the  room.  They  did 
not  empty  the  bucket  which  had  been  used,  nor  the  bucket  which  ha<l  water  m  it;  and 
when  we  asked  lor  water,  they  said  we  could  take  it  out  of  that  bucket.  Wo  said  wo 
would  not  drink  that.  We  remained  in  that  cell,  or  I  did,  initil  Wednesday.  They 
tben  took  me  out  and  put  me  in  a  smaller  cell  with  a  negro,  who  was  to  have  been  hung 
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the  next  day  for  rape.  The  nesro  was  ironed  down  in  the  middle  of  the  floor.  I  bad 
no  furniture ;  not  a  chair  or  a  stool  to  sit  on.  We  remained  there  from  Tuesday  until 
Thursday,  one  or  two  o'clock,  without  any  water ;  they  would  only  allow  us  the  stale 
water  left  by  the  crazy  negro,  in  a  foul  bucket.  They  refused  to  allow  me  to  send  out 
and  buy  two  buckets ;  they  would  not  allow  it.  Aud  this  was  done  after  Judge  Brooks 
issued  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  commanding  Kirk  to  bring  us  before  him.  Kirk  had 
held  some  of  these  men  three  weeks  or  more ;  had  ironed  them,  after  he  received  Judge 
Brooks's  order  to  bring  them  before  him.  Judge  Pearson,  our  chief  justice,  had  then 
refused,  corruptly  refused,  to  grant  the  benefits  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  these  men. 
Nearly  ninety  of  them,  whose  names  I  have,  were  arrested  in  Alamance  County,  among 
them  the  most  respectable,  quiet  old  gentlemen  of  the  county.  In  Caswell  county 
there  were  twenty  or  thirty  arrested  ;  I  suppose  some  of  them  sixty,  sixty-five,  or  nearly 
seventy  years  of  age ;  men  of  exemplary  life  and  deportment.  They  were  all  arrested 
without  any  warrant,  charge,  or  accusation.  They  went  before  Judge  Brooks,  who  re- 
leased them  on  habeas  corpus.    When  they  released  me 

Question.  By  whose  order  were  you  released  ? 

Answer.  By  the  order  of  Judge  Brooks. 

Question.  Was  any  return  made  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  alleging  for  what  offense 
you  had  been  arrested  ?  , 

Answer.  When  I  was  discharged,  the  counsel  stated  that  there  was  not  a  particle  of 
evidence  against  me. 

Qiiesiion.  What  counsel  ? 

Answer.  The  governor's  counsel,  Mr.  Boyden.  They  made  no  motion  to  retain  me 
after  the  judge  had  discharged  me.  The  i>risoners  were  all  discharged;  none  of  them 
were  detaiueil  by  Judge  Brooks. 

Question.  AVas  any  accusation  made  against  any  of  them  ? 

An  sice  r.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  it  ? 

Answer.  Kirk,  who  was  lately  introduced  into  the  State,  made  au  afiidavit  against 
some  of  them,  that  they  had  been  attempting  to  subvert  the  State  government ;  there 
were  two  or  three  of  them  that  he  charged  with  attemjiting  to  subvert  the  State  gov- 
ernment.    That  was  upon  Kirk's  atifidavit,  an  entire  stranger  to  the  country. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Kirk?    Did  you  ever  see  him  ? 

Answer.  I  was  carried  to  his  quarters  and  was  his  prisoner. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  him  before  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  him  before. 

Question.  What  part  of  the  world  did  he  come  from  ? 

Answer.  He  came  from  East  Teuuessee  to  North  Carolina  ;  I  think  he  was  raised  in 
North  Carolina  originally,  but  he  came  there  from  East  Tennessee. 

Question.  What  was  his  reputation  ? 

Answer.  It  was  bad. 

Question.  When  he  came  there? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  came  there  with  a  bad  reputation. 

Question.  In  what  respect  is  his  reputation  bad? 

Ansicer.  As  a  plunderer  and  murderer. 

Question.  Was  he  charged  with  having  committed  murder  in  Tennessee? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  Tennessee,  but  in  North  Carolina. 

Question.  Previou^o  these  arrests  made  by  him? 

Sinswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  ;  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  during  the  Avar ;  shooting  persons  who  had  surrendered  and  were 
begging  for  life. 

Question.  Was  that  known  in  the  community  there  when  he  first  came  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  ho  had  quite  a  reputation  in  the  State  as  a  sort  of  freebooter  and 
plunderer. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Bergen  ? 

Answer.  I  was  his  prisoner ;  I  never  saw  him  before. 

Question.  What  was  his  reputation  ? 

Ansiver.  He  had  a  bad  reputation.     I  do  not  know  upon  what  it  was  based. 

Question.  Subsequent  to  these  arrests  made  by  Kirk  aud  Bergen,  and  after  the  release 
of  the  prisoners  by  Judge  Brooks,  as  you  have  described,  were  Bergen  aud  Kirk  arrested, 
or  was  auy  attempt  made  to  arrest  them  ? 

Answer.  I  sued  them,  and  applied  to  the  Chief  Justice,  and  to  the  others,  for  bench 
warrants  against  Holden,  Kirk,  and  Bergen.  They  refused  to  grant  me  a  warrant  to 
run  in  Caswell  and  Alamance  counties  ;  they  refused  to  grant  mo  one  against  Holdeu 
at  all ;  some  of  the  judges,  among  them  Dick  and  Settle,  refused  to  grant  a  bench  war- 
rant against  the  governor;  one  or  two  of  them  granted  me  a  warrant  agaiust  Kirk, 
but  would  not  let  it  be  executed  in  Caswell  or  Alamance,  the  very  counties  those  meu 
were  in. 

Question.  Why? 
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Answer.  The  reason  assigued  was  tliat  those  counties  were  iu  iusniTectiou  ;  and  they 
■would  not  alh)W  a  warrant  to  run  in  those  two  counties. 

Question.  The  warrant  was  against  Kirk  and  Bergen? 
Ansu'cr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  were  arrested  at  HlUsboro  ? 
Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Questimi.  You  were  not  in  those  counties  ? 

Ansicer.  I  was  not  iu  the  insurrectionary  counties  at  all. 

Question.  Were  they  arrested  on  those  warrants  ? 

Ansiver.  Bergen  was  arrested  on  a  writ  which  1  sued  out  iu  the  Federal  court,  and  for 
want  of  bail  was  put  in  jail.  He  remained  there  for  some  time,  and  the  Federal  judge 
from  Baltimore 

Question.  .Judge  Bond  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  came  down,  some  two  months  after  the  writ  was  granted,  and  heard 
an  application  for  a  habeas  corpus  ;  the  application  was  granted  some  two  months 
afterward  and  he  was  released.  Ho  was  released  when  the  shenff  liad  a  writ  and  a 
capias  for  him  from  two  counties.  He  was  carried  out  of  the  jail,  and  made  his  escape 
from  the  State  in  that  way  ;  the  sheriliot  the  county,  who  was  the  jailer  too,  having 
capiases  and  writs  to  serve,  and  yet  he  was  allowed  to  escape. 

Question.  How  did  he  get  out  of  the  State  ? 

A7iswer.  The  judge  turned  him  loose  about  dark,  and  the  next  time  I  heard  of  him 
they  were  running  him  with  dogs  over  iu  Danville  and  caught  him,  but  released  him 
again. 

Question.  Caught  Bergen  ? 

Avstcci:  Yes,  sir.  I  had  a  writ  against  Kirk  in  the  hands  of  the  marshal;  I  had  a 
capias  for  him  on  an  indictment  found  in  Orange  court.  I  gave  the  sheritf  of  Wake 
County  the  ccg)ias  and  bench  warrant,  but  the  marshal  would  say  to  him,  "This  man 
is  my  prisoner  ;"  and  he  kept  a  dei)nty  to  go  aljout  with  him.  He  executed  the  writ, 
and  did  not  take  bail,  but  become  special  bail  himself.  Kirk  remained  Ihere  two  or 
three  weeks,  when  the  sheriff  of  the  county  had  capiases,  writs,  and  warrants  against 
him ;  the  marshal  refused  to  let  them  be  executed,  said  he  was  his  pri,soner.  Kirk 
disappeared  suddenly. 

Question.  Was  he  discharged  by  Bond  ? 

Anstvei:  I  think  he  was  discharged  ;  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  w.as  discharged 
by  the  judge  or  not ;  at  any  rate  he  stole  out  of  town  and  made  his  escaiie,  when  the 
sheriff  had  capias  writs  and  bench  warr.-nitt  all  to  execute  on  him.  He  was  there 
walking  the  streets  at  large,  and  the  United  States  marshal  wouM  not  execute  the 
writ  aud  require  bail,  but  was  special  bail  himself,  and  drove  off  the  sheriff.  It  was  a 
mere  coiuiivance,  as  I  believe,  between  the  sheriff,  who  was  a  carpet-bagger  from 
Boston,  and  the  governor  aud  the  marshal,  to  prevent  other  process  of  laAV  being- 
executed. 

Question.  Wlio  is  the  marshal  ? 

Answer.  Carroll.  I  think  there  was  a  combination  in  order  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  the  State  laws  in  that  May.  The  marshal  told  me  that  he  had  executed  the  writ, 
but  had  not  taken  bail ;  that  the  governor  said  he  would  have  Kirk  forthcoming  at 
the  proiicr  time,  when  he  was  through  with  him. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  the  cases  of  Outlaw,  and  Stephgns,  and  Shoflfner  ? 

Answer.  ShoH'ner  was  the  author  of  the  military  bill,  tuuler  which  the  governor 
declared  c(juuti(^s  iu  insurrection.  I  had  known  him  for  many  years.  He  was  indicted 
in  Clili'ord  for  taking  up  a  body.  He  took  up  the  l)ody  of  a  black  nuin;  boiled  it  in  a 
sorghum  trough.  A  doctor  in  Guilford  advertised  for  a  skeleton  ;  this  was  <luriug  the 
war.  Shoffner  boiled  this  l)o<ly  and  thri'w  the  llesh  out  ou  the  ground,  and  was 
indicted  in  Guilford  court  for  robliing  a  grave.  He  got  thirty  or  more  dollars  for  the 
skeleton.    He  confessed  his  guilt,  and  i)aid  the  co.st. 

Question.  I  understand  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  senate? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  introduced  this  militia  bill  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  a  bill  to  suspend  the  writ  ofhaheas  corjms. 

Question.  Stephens  was  also  a  member  of  the  Senate  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  raised  in  Kockingham,  I  think;  at  least  he  lived  there,  and 
was  indicted  for  stealing  chickens  ;  he  plead  guilty  aud  paid  the  costs,  and  afterwards 
(Xuit  the  county.  They  did  not  prosecute  him  further,  bnt  allowed  him  to  jiay  the 
cost  and  leave  the  county.  He  went  to  Caswell  and  became  senator  from  that  county. 
He  was  afterward  assassinated. 

Question.  For  what  reason  was  he  assassinated,  and  by  whom  ? 

Ansiver:  I  have  no  idea — no  knowledge  of  it  in  the  world.  He  had  created  a  bad 
feeling  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks.  One  of  the  prisoners,  who  was  charged 
with  the  assassination  of  Stephens,  told  me  that  a  colored  man  living  with  him  stated 
that  Stephens,  in  their  league  meetings,  had  made  a  speech  advising  the  burning  of 
Boine  tobacco  barns  iu  the  county.    Those  bains  were  bmiied,  aud  subsequently  Sto- 
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phens  was  assassinated.  This  was  told  me  while  I  was  a  prisoner  in  Yanceyville,  the 
place  where  he  was  assassinated.  I  thought  it  likely,  from  that  account  of  it,  though 
I  could  not  tell — his  making  speeches  and  advising  the  burning  of  tobacco  barns.  I 
know  the  fact  that  a  great  many  of  them  were  burned — barns  and  stables.  My  theory 
of  his  assassination  was  that  it  was  done  in  that  way,  though  I  may  be  mistaken 
about  it. 

Queslion.  Did  you  ever  know  this  man  Outlaw,  who  was  killed  f 

Atisiver.  I  had  seen  him ;  I  once  lived  at  The  Shops  twelve  months,  where  he  was 
hung.  / 

Question.  Was  he  hung  at  The  Shops,  or  at  Graham  ? 

Ansiver.  At  Graham ;  The  Shops  were  close  by.  I  have  no  doubt  I  had  seen  him  often. 
I  stated  in  a  previous  part  of  this  examination  that  a  radical  preacher  in  the  peniten- 
tiary, named  Paisley,  had  stated  that  Outlaw  had  boasted,  he  reckoned,  to  some  men 
in  Graham,  that  he  had  shot  at  the  Ku-Klux. 

Qnestion.  Paisley  was  put  in  the  penitentiary  for  Ku-Kluxing? 

Answer.  Yes,  sii',  for  six  years.  He  had  a  crowd  of  negroes  who  went  around  in  dis- 
guise and  whipped  other  negroes,  I  suppose  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  negroes  think 
it  was  the  white  people.     Paisley  was  a  preacher,  and  a  leading  man  in  the  leagues. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Colgrove  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  in  my  possession  now  an  indictment  where  Colgrove  was 
indicted  in  New  York  and  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  four  years  and  six  months. 

The  Chairman.  Is  it  your  desire,  general,  to  go  into  the  personal  history  of  these 
parties  ? 

Mr.  Blair.  I  want  to  know  about  them. 

Tlie  Witness.  Colgrove  was  the  sherift'  of  Jones  County,  who  was  assassinated. 

The  Chairman.  I  supposed  the  general  wanted  to  get  from  the  witness  a  statement 
of  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  assassination  of  Colgrove,  not  his  personal  history. 

The  Witness.  I  reckon  the  general  would  be  glad  to  hear  both. 

The  Chaiuman.  I  only  want  to  have  an  understanding  of  what  was  wanted. 

Mr.  liLAiK.  I  want  the  witness  to  state  what  he  knows. 

The  Witness.  Colgrove  was  the  sheriff  of  Jones  County,  and  was  assassinated.  I 
have  in  my  possession  a  certified  copy  of  the  indictment  and  of  the  requisition  made 
by  the  governor  of  New  York  for  Colgrove,  after  he  had  been  sentenced  in  New  York 
to  four  years  and  a  half  in  the  penitentiary. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  A  req^iisition  upon  the  governor  of  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  in  New  York  some  ten  years  ago. 

Question.  Upon  whom  was  the  requisition? 

Answer.  Upon  the  governor  of  Ohio,  from  the  governor  of  New  York.  He  fled  to  the 
State  of  Ohio.  He  was  captured  there  and  brought  back,  by  the  requisition  of  the 
governor  of  New  York,  and  served  out  his  time  in  the  penitentiary,  and  then  came 
down  to  North  Carolina  and  was  elected  sheriff  of  Jones  county.  He  had  the  character 
of  beiug  a  desperate  and  bad  man. 

Question.  Do  you  know  by  whom  he  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea  in  the  world ;  I  only  know  the  fact  that  he  was  assassinated. 

Question.  Was  anybody  arrested  for  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  there  were  some  arrests  made  for  it,  but  I  do  not  think  the  parties 
were  ever  found  out ;  some  arrests  were  made,  though. 

Question.  Now,  sir,  in  reference  to  the  indebtedness  of  the  State,  the  enormous  issue 
of  T)onds  made  in  the  administration  of  Holdeu,  I  will  ask  you  whether  that  fact  or 
those  facts  made  any  part  of  the  issue  in  the  last  election? 

Answer.  I  would  like  to  answer  that  in  connection  with  the  question  Mr.  Nye  put  to 
me,  if  I  considered  it  a  reproach  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  in  North  Carolina.  I  do 
think  it  a  reproach  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  in  North  Carolina,  under  the  jtresent 
circumstances,  because,  as  I  have  often  stated,  we  have  a  corrupt  executive,  a  corrupt 
judiciary,  and  have  had  a  corrupt  legislature,  each  aud  all  of  tliem.  I  have  often 
stated  it  as  an  editor,  and  in  stump  speeches,  aud  I  state  it  here  now  solenmly,  ni^on 
my  oath.  They  are  all  corrupt,  and  their  corruption  has  been  found  out  by  the  i)eople. 
The  last  legislature  appropriated  |2C,000,000  in  bonds  for  railroad  purposes;  they 
checkered  the  State  with  them.  The  governor  had  the  power  of  appointing  the  direct- 
ors, who  elected  the  presidents,  in  most  cases  where  the  State  had  an  interest,  and  he 
is  held  accountable  for  it.  Ten  million  dollars  were  declared  unconstitutional  by  the 
supreme  court.    That  left  .|15,000,0('0. 

Question.  Ten  millions  of  the  issue  ? 

Answer.  Ten  millions  of  the  $2(3,000,000  were  declared  unconstitutional.  The  balance, 
or  most  of  it,  was  jmt  out  at  one  time,  in  the  hands  of  irresponsible  presidents  of  the 
railroads,  through  the  agency  of  the  governor.  They  went  to  New  York  and  sold  some 
of  the  bonds  for  40  and  .50,  and  some  as  high  as  60  cents  at  first,  and  thcTi  hypothecated 
aud  borrowed  monej',  aud  have  not  applied  out  of  all  that  amount,  I  suppose,  more 
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than  $500,000  to  the  works.  General  Littlefiield  was  president  of  one  railroad  com- 
pany. The  frovernor  made  him  president  too.  He  had  been  presented  by  the  grand 
jury  of  Wake  County  for  lobbying,  and  attempting  to  bribe  the  legislature.  He 
opened  a  grogshop  in  the  capitol,  where  he  had  free  liquor  for  the  members.  His 
partner  in  the  business,  Swepson,  states  in  a  report  that  $242,000  in  cash,  I  think  it  is, 
was  paid  to  buy  members  of  the  legislature,  and  to  get  the  railroad  bills  through. 
These  things  have  all  come  to  light  to  the  people.  Dr.  Sloan  was  made  president  of 
one  railroad  after  he  had  confessed  before  the  committee  on  frauds  that  he  had  received 
$20,000  in  bonds  to  withdraw  his  opposition  to  the  road.  He  was  making  some  objec- 
tion to  an  appropriation  of  $2,000,000  ;  but  he  withdrew  it,  and  confessed  under  oath, 
before  the  committee,  that  he  received  $20,000  to  withdraw  his  objection  to  that  ap- 
propriation. Governor  Holden,  after  that  confession  on  the  i)art  of  Dr.  Sloan,  made 
him  president  of  a  railroad  too. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Does  the  governor  appoint  the  presidents  ? 

Answer.  He  makes  the  directors,  and  picks  out  the  president  too,  as  a  general  thing, 
before  he  makes  the  boards.  Mr.  Jones  Avas  made  president  of  another  road,  and  Dr. 
Sloan,  who  had  taken  this  Inibe  of  $20,000  out  of  the  treasury  when  Holden  was  pro- 
visional governor  under  Johnson,  sold  to  Jones  some  cotton  belonging  to  the  State  that 
was  then  in  the  New  York  market  for  many  cents  less  in  the  pound  than  it  was  worth 
in  the  market,  and  pocketed  a  large  amount  of  monej'  by  this  sale.  I  think  he  bought 
it  one  evening  and  sold  it  the  next  morning  for  eight  or  ten  cents  below  the  figure  he 
gave  for  it  the  day  before.  When  the  matter  leaked  out  Jones  went  to  Sloan  and  passed 
to  the  treasury  the  amount  he  made  in  that  way.  The  governor  had  a  knowledge  ot 
the  corrujjt  transaction.  It  occurred  two  or  three  years  ago,  this  cotton  transaction. 
He  had  a  knowledge  of  Mr.  Sloan's  corruption,  because  he  confessed  it  under  oath,  and 
notwithstanding  all  that  he  appointed  Sloan  president  of  one  road  and  Jones  of  another. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  That  is  to  say  he  appointed  the  directors,  who  elected  the  presidents  ? 

Ansivcr.  Yes,  sir ;  in  fact  they  have  to  be  appointed  from  the  directors.  He  appoints 
each  one;  of  tlie  directors  lor  the  State,  that  is,  two-thirds  of  the  board,  and  they  select 
the  president  from  tlie  board  of  directors.  Well,  General  Littleheld,  a  carpe,t-bagger 
from  New  York  or  I'hihideljihia,  made  a  ])urcliase  of  the  Standard  office  from  the  gov- 
ci'nor  for  $20,000,  as  I  have  also  understood,  and  then  the  governor  appointed  him 
State  printer,  and  he  became  i)resident  of  the  Western  Kaihoad.  Swepson  wrote  to 
the  governor  of  Florida,  sending  his  letter  by  Littlelield,  saying:  "  \ou  know  our  bar- 
gain. We  will  jtay  yon  $12,000  to  call  an  extra  session  ot  tiie  legislature,  if  they  get 
our  bills  thrt>ugh,"  and  also  admitting  that  tbey  had  already  paid  some  .$3,500  or  .$3,700. 
This  letter  was  published.  It  was  well  known  to  the  governor  and  the  people  of  North 
Carolina,  Swepson's  and  Littleiield's  robbing  and  plundering  the  State  out  of  this  large 
amount.     The  governor  has  been  in  with  these  men  and  never  broken  with  them. 

By  Mr.  Kick  : 
Quesiioit.  Has  not  General  Clingman  been  with  them  too  ? 
Ansicer.  He  claims  he  has  been  counsel  for  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Go  on  and  give  the  f^cts  you  know,  instead  of  conclusions. 
Ansu-ci:  Well,  these  are  the  facts :  Our  money  raised  on  State  bonds  Sweiison  and 
Littleheld  used  to  purchase  a  road  in  Florida.    They  account  for  the  money  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Bought  a  road  for  themselves? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  owned  by  them  now.  Some  time  last  year,  or  year  before,  a 
meeting  of  all  those  railroad  presidents  in  North  Carolina,  Sloan,  Jones,  Littletield, 
Swepson,  the  treasurer  and  the  governor,  was  held.  Our  special  tax  bonds  have  got 
down  so  low,  that  tlic  last  time  they  sold  in  Raleigh,  it  was  for  ten  cents  on  the  dollar. 
It  was  these  things  that  created  the  great  revolution  in  political  sentiment.  They 
were  known  to  the  pul)lic. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Que.stion.  What  amount  of  bonds  was  issued  to  Littlelield  ? 

Ansu-er.  Six  millions  to  Swepson,  who  was  the  lirst  president.  Then  Littlefield  suc- 
ceeded him.     That  is  for  that  ouf  road. 

Question.  What  amount,  if  any,  did  Littletield  receive  of  those  bonils  ? 

Ansuer.  I  do  not  know.     They  were,  hrst  issued  to  Swepson. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  he  ever  received  any  ? 

Auswer.  I  do  not  know  whether  Swejjson  has  ever  turned  them  over,  because  they 
kept  their  matters  so  together  that  1  am  not  able  to  state. 
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By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Question.  Yoii  have  given  us  an  account  of  the  appropriation  of  these  bonds  to  these 
different  railroads,  and  the  characters  of  tlie  men  who  controlled  the  railroads.  Were 
the  characters  of  these  men  as  you  have  given  them  generally  understood  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Every  one  of  them. 

Question.  And  the  enormous  amount  of  issues,  was  that  generally  known? 

Answer.  That  was  generally  known. 

Question.  Was  the  fact  known  that  the  State  never  derived  any  benefit  from  them  ? 

Answer.  That  was  well  known. 

Question.  And  these  facts  being  well  known,  it  created  a  great  alarm  and  apprehen- 
sion on  the  iiart  of  the  people  and  became  an  issue  in  the  election,  and  changed  the 
result  of  it  ?  ^ 

Answer.  That  was  the  issue,  and  there  was  hardly  anything  else  talked  about. 

Question.  What  was  the  apprehension  among  the  people  of  North  Carolina  if  these 
parties  had  been  retained  in  power  ?  If  the  election  had  gone  in  their  favor  what  did 
the  peojde  of  the  State  think  would  become  of  the  credit  of  the  State  and  its  i>roperty  ? 

Answer.  Why,  the  propei-ty  and  credit  were  already  destroyed.  They  felt  it  and  knew  it. 

Question.  The  State  was  already  bankrupt  ? 

Answer.  Already  bankrupt,  already  ruined.  They  felt  it  before  the  election  came  on. 
It  was  not  in  ex]3ectation  of  what  they  were  doing,  but  what  they  had  done. 

Question.  Does  not  Holden  in  Ms  last  message  recommend  the  State  to  repudiate  a 
part  of  the  debt  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  does  a  portion  of  it.  I  do  not  know  that  he  used  the  word  "re- 
pudiation," but  the  idea  is  the  same. 

Question.  Upon  your  examination  it  was  brought  out  that  you  had  frequently  in  your 
speeches  stated  that  the  negroes  whom  you  had  employed  on  your  farm  were  running 
to  league  meetings,  &c.,  injuring  your  stock,  without  benefit  to  you,  and  you  proposed 
to  yourself  thereafter  to  employ  such  persons  as  you  could  control,  and  not  undertako 
to  have  your  work  done  by  men  who  paid  more  attention  to  politics  than  to  your  work  ? 

xinswer.  Yes  ;  I  could  get  that  sort  and  I  determined  to  have  it. 

Question.  I  ask  you  if  in  coming  to  that  conclusion  yon  did  not  take  the  hint  from 
what  you  heard  about  these  people  in  the  northern  manufactories,  who  comx^el  their 
employes  to  vote  with  them,  or  discharge  them  if  they  do  not  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  Avas  so.  I  have  always  understood  that  in  their  large  establish- 
ments they  do  control  them. 

Question.  And  discharge  them  when  they  do  not  vote  the  ticket  ? 

Answer.  It  is  easily  done;  I  have  always  understood  that  such  things  were  done. 

Question.  The  men  Avere  compelled  either  to  vote  the  ticket  that  Avas  favored  by 
their  employers  or  else  they  were  subject  to  be  discharged,  or  were  often  discharged? 

A^iswer.  So  I  have  understood,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  so.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
is  so  or  not  now. 

Question.  You  believed  you  had  as  good  right  to  do  that  thing  as  any  northern  man  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  so. 

Question.  You  believe  so  still  ? 

Anstver.  I  think  so  now.  If  I  can  find  men  of  my  political  sentiments  to  do  my 
work,  I  would  prefer  them  to  men  who  had  joined  organizations  that  were  ready  to 
burn  and  plunder. 

Question.  Uo  you  not  think  there  is  still  more  excuse  for  your  course  than  at  the 
North  ?  The  political  parties  there  do  not  jn-opose  to  rob  each  other  of  any  rights  of 
property.  They  differ  in  the  choice  of  men  and  measures,  as  we  have  always  done  in 
this  country,  whereas  in  the  South  your  opponents,  the  radicals,  propose  to  deprive  you 
of  your  rights  as  citizens  to  a  very  great  extent  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  that  is  the  fight  now.  They  have  on  the  ticket  that  was  put  out  by  the 
convention,  four  of  the  signers  of  the  ordinance  of  secession,  who  now  Avant  to  "  make 
treason  odious,"  and  exclude  from  pardon  anybody  except  themselA'es  or  men  who 
belong  to  the  party.  Our  northern  friends  do  not  understand  the  condition  of  things 
with  us.  I  remember  hearing  a  northern  ofiicer  Avho  Avas  sent  down  to  Caswell  County 
say  that  if  Kirk  had  gone  into  any  northern  State  he  would  have  been  hung  up,  and 
every  man  Avith  him  before  morning,  that  they  Avould  not  have  submitted  to  it;  and  I 
do  not  Ijelievc  they  Avould.  I  knoAv"  one  man  Avho  had  flocks  of  300  sheep,  and  some  of 
a  hundred,  but  now  they  have  not  one.  I  have  heard  a  respectable  farmer  say  that  he 
never  killed  less  than  a  hundred  hogs,  and  Avhen  he  spoke  to  me,  which  Avas  nearly  two 
years  ago,  he  said  that  he  had  killed  only  thirteen  shoats,  and  had  only  about  ten 
sheep,  though  he  had  never  before  had  less  than  a  hundred.  I  think  the  leagues  and 
the  Freedmen's  Bureau  disorganized  all  tht'  labor  of  the  country.  Tliey  nuide  the 
black  man  think  that  he  Avas  to  support  himself  by  his  vote.  In  the  next  county  to 
mine  there  is  a  free  nigger  from  Connecticut.  He  runs  a  barber  shop  in  Raleigh. 
He  Avent  over  to  Granville  and  put  up  a  barber  shop  there  and  Avas  elected  magistrate. 
They  levied  a  tax  of  $1,500  for  township  purposes,  and  elected  a  nigger  constable  that 

am  told  cannot  read.     One  of  the  citizens  of  that  townsliip  told  me  he  had  refused 
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to  pay  his  tax,  and  that  they  had  sold  his  horse,  and  he  had  bought  in  the  horse.  I 
•asked  him  why  he  bought  in  the  horse,  why  he  did  not  pay  his  tax  anyhow  ?  He  said 
he  did  it  for  the  moral  effect  it  Avould  have. 

Question.  Is  this  one  of  the  officers  employed  to  levy  these  taxes  ? 

Answer.  There  are  two  magistrates  to  a  township,  and  they  can  lc^^  taxes  for  town- 
ship purposes.  Well,  we  have  a  judge,  who,  at  the  great  Philadel[)bia  meeting,  stated — 
and  it  was  published  in  the  Herald,  Tribune,  and  other  papers — that  a  respectable  Quaker 
told  him  there  were  tifteeu  negroes  pulled  up  out  of  one  millpond,  put  there  by  rebels. 
That  judge  rides  my  circuit,  and  I  have  oHered  one  hundred  dollars  in  gold  if  any  black 
man  could  get  Tourgee  to  name  the  respectable  Quaker  that  told  him  so.  I  have  been 
offeiing  this  now  for  over  a  year. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Probably  they  do  not  put  mnch  confidence  in  it  ? 

AnsH-er.  Exactly.  When  a  black  man  af  Kockingham  asked  if  the  judge  did  say  so, 
I  told  him  if  he  would  get  a  note  from  him  that  he  did  not  say  so,  I  would  give  him 
the  hundred  dollars.  Some  two  years  ago  there  was  a  negro  by  the  name  of  Haynes 
indicted  for  stealing  boots.  The  shoemaker  was  railed  and  he  identilied  the  boots  "that 
lie  had  stolen,  and  said  they  were  his  and  that  he  made  them.  A  merchant  from  Raleigh 
with  whom  he  had  paAvned  the  boots  testified  that  he  had  got  them  from  this  negro. 
Upon  this  evidence  the  jury  had  no  hesitation  in  convicting  him.  The  judge  ordered 
the  clerk  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  evidence  against  the 
defendant,  and  then  instructed  the  solicitor  if  ho  did  not  find  additional  evidence  he 
must  enter  a  nolle  pros,  at  the  next  court. 

The  CuAiH.MAX.  Is  that  in  answer  to  the  question  of  wliite  men  being  deprived  of 
their  rights  1 

Wr.  iTlaih.   It  is  very  interesting,  and  bears  upon  the  question. 

Witness.  It  was  8imj)ly  to  give  tiie  committee  some  idea  of  the  condition  of  things, 
and  not  from  malice  or  Ijad  feeling  in  the  matter.  It  is  not  with  that  at  all.  That 
man  was  c(>n\i(ted.  The  judge  then  let  him  enter  his  ])ersonal  recognizance.  He  ap- 
peawid  at  court  and  was  convicted  again.  The  verdict  was  set  aside  the  second  time, 
and  then  the  judge  took  his  personal  recognizance,  and  he  has  not  appeared  since.  I 
know  him  to  have  the  reputation  of  a  great  rogue  and  rascal. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  T)o  you  mean  .ludge  Tourgee,  or  the  negro? 

Ansiver.  I  nu-an  the  negro,  but  I  think  Tourgee  a  great  rascal  and  liar;  I  know  him 
to  be  a  rascal  and  a  liar.  He  was  coal  conunissioner  and  judgi',  and  then  declared 
himsi'lf  a  candidate  for  Congress.  Ho  would  ride  the  circuit,  and  get  up  and  make  a 
speech  tor  Congress.  They  ]>aid  him  $2,400  a  year  as  coal  commissioner,  and  at  the 
sanu^  time  he  received  $'2,r)(Mt  as  judge,  and  while  he  rode  the  circuit  he  declared  himself 
canditlate  for  Congress,  and  would  make  speeches  as  a  candidate.  He  had  a  fight,  too, 
witli  one  of  his  competitors  in  the  ladies'  car  on  the  train. 

Question.  Yon  have  said  the  wlxde  judiciary  of  North  Carolina  is  corrupt? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     If  I  said  that,  it  was  not  as  I  intended  to  say  it. 

Question.  Do  you  now  qualify  it  ? 

Answer.  I  say  we  have  a  corrupt  executive,  a  corrupt  judiciary,  and  did  have  a  cor- 
rui)t  legislature.    Now  there  are  exceptions  to  the  judiciary. 

(^hiestion.  Yon  have  twelve  judges  of  circuits,  have  j'ou  not? 

Atiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Begin  with  their  names,  and  give  us  the  exceptions. 

By  Mr.  Nyk: 
Amwer.  You  sai<l  Chief  Justice  Pearson  was  a  daily  drunkard? 
Answer.  Not  daily.     I  have  seen  him  publicly  drunk.  ' 

Question.  How  long  has  he  been  judge  of  yonr  court?     Has  it  not  been  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  i 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Which  of  the  judges  are  exceptions  to  your  remark  that  the  judiciary  was 
corrupt  ? 

Answer.  We  have  a  corrupt  judiciary,  executive,  and  did  have  a  corrupt  legislative 
body  after  the  new  constitution  was  a(h)pted. 

Question.  I'lease  give  the  exceptions? 

Answer.  1  would  say  Judge  Cannon  is  a  A^ery  incompetent  judge. 

Question.  That  is  not  the  point,  but  corruption.  Name  the  exceptions  out  of  the 
twelve  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of.uo  corruptions  with  which  Judge  Pearson  is  connected,  excepting 
iu  the  refusal  to 
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Qucstton.  It  is  the  exception  we  want.  There  are  twelve  circuit  judges.  Name 
tliose  who  are  not  corrupt. 

Amwer.  To  the  word  "  corrupt"  I  should  have  added  that  thej^  are  inefficient  or 
drnnkeu. 

Q.HcsVwn.  You  have  stated  that  you  have  a  corrupt  judiciary.  There  are  twelve  cir- 
cuit judges  in  the  State.    Name  the  exceptions  out  of  those  twelve"^ 

Anawar.  Well,  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  Judge  Reade  is  corrupt. 

Question.  Name  the  next  exception. 

Ansner.  I  applied  to  .Judges  Reade,  Dick,  and  Settle  for  a  bench  warrant 

Question.  Without  gettiugaway  to  any  history  (this  examination  has  been  protracted 
alreadj' )  give  the  names  of  all  who  are  exceptions  out  of  the  twelve. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  Judge  Cannon's  personal  corruption.  He  is  an 
ignorant  man.     I  make  an  exception  of  him. 

Question.  That  is  two  ;  now  who  else? 

Aiiswer.  Judge  Henry ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  corruption  on  his  part  as  a  judge, 
though  he  is  not  qiialified  as  a  judge,  from  his  reputation. 

Question.  No  matter  about  that. 

Avswei:  I  would  like  it  to  go  in.  Judge  Tourgee  I  look  upon  as  a  corrupt  man,  void 
of  truth. 

Question.  He  is  not  an  exception. 

Answer.  Oh,  yes;  that  is  true.     Have  I  mentioned  Judge  Dick  ? 

Question.  Which  class  do  yon  put  him  in  f 

Answer.  1  know  of  no  corruption  on  his  part,  except  the  refusal  to  grant  a  bench 
warrant  for  Kirk.     I  look  upon  that  as  an  act  of  judicial  corruption. 

Question.  Do  yon  class  him  among  the  corrupt  ones,  or  not  ? 

Ansum:  I  look  upon  that  act 

Question.  I  do  not  want  personal  details,  but  the  general  conclusion. 

Answer.  I  look  ui)ou  that  act  as  one  of  judicial  corruption  on  the  part  of  Judge  Dick. 

Question.  This  is  a  very  serious  charge,  and  we  deem  it  due,  as  you  have  put  it  upon 
the  record,  that  you  should  give  the  uames.  Yon  place  Judge  Dick  among  the  class  of 
coiTupt  judges? 

Anstcer.  I  class  that  act  of  his— I  never  knew  of  any  other— I  look  upon  that  as  a 
corrupt  thing. 

Question.  You  wish  us  to  understand  that  your  opinion  of  the  judiciary  should  deter- 
mine whether  a  man  is  corrupt  or  not;  your  opinion  of  his  judicial  conduct? 

Answer.  No ;   it  is  his  judicial  conduct  that  determines  my  opinion. 

Question.  It  is  upon  his  judicial  decisions  that  you  base  the  charge  of  corruption? 

Answer.  I  say  I  never  knew  Judge  Dick  guilty  of  corruption  except 

Question.  Except  you  think  he  did  wrong  in  refusing  that  writ  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  that  was  corruptly  wrong. 

Question.  Then  you  knew  he  was  bribed? 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  corruption  ? 

Answer.  It  was  his  partisan  feeliug  that  led  him  to  do  what  he  ought  not  to  have 
done.  Judge  Dick  is  one  of  the  supreme  court  judges  and  not  one  of  the  circuit 
iudges. 

Question.  Leaving  him  out,  therefore,  and  taking  the  remaining  judges  of  the  circuit 
court,  how  do  j'ou  class  Judge  Russell  ? 

Answer.  1  never  knew  him  to  be  corrupt. 

Question.  How  about  Judge  Logan  ? 

Answer.  I  never  knew  anything  of  personal  corruption  in  Logan ;  he  is  not  qualified, 
though,  as  a  judge  ;  he  wants  learning. 

Question.  Judge  Thomas,  bow  abouf  him  ? 

Answer.  I  never  knew  of  any  corruption  on  the  part  of  Judge  Thomas. 

Question.  How  about  Judge  Jones? 

Answer.  Judge  Jones  is  only  drunken- decidedly  unfit  for  his  place ;  he  was  fiued  $5 
for  cx^iosure  of  his  person  in  the  street. 

Question.  Now  we  have  got  ten  of  them;  out  of  those,  eight,  you  say,  are  not  cor- 
rupt.    Give  the  names  of  all  those  you  deem  corrupt  in  your  meaning  of  that  word? 

Anstver.  I  look  upon  Judge  Watts  as  a  corrupt  judge. 

Question.  That  makes  eleven.    Who  is  the  remaining  one? 

Amwer.  I  think  I  ought  to  be  allowed  to  state  why  I  look  upon  him  as  corrupt. 

Question.  We  will  give  you  full  liberty  when  you  get  through  with  the  twelve.  Can 
you  call  any  other  names  of  the  circuit  judges  that  you  regard  as  corrux)t? 

Answer.  I  can  call  them  directly. 

Question.  Is  there  any  one  else  you  w^ould  name  of  the  circuit  judges  that  you  put  in 
that  class? 

Answer.  There  are  half  a  dozen  of  them  that  were  applied  to  for  bench  warrants  by 
citizens  upon  whom  outrages  had  been  committed  and  they  refused  to  grant  them.  I 
look  upon  that  refusal  as  judicial  corruption. 
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By.Mv.  Nve: 
Question.  Is  that  the  evidence  upon  -which  you  base  your  charge  of  corruption  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chaiemax  : 

Question.  Then  you  cannot  recollect  any  other  names  whom  you  put  in  that  class? 

Answer.  I  can  name  them  if  I  have  time. 

Question.  These  are  the  only  two  that  you  would  class  as  corrupt  from  your  knowl- 
edge of  them  i 

Answer.  No.  If  you  will  allow  me  to  answer  the  question  without  putting  it  in  that 
way,  I  will  give  my  reasuu  for  it. 

Question.  Very  well,  give  the  reason. 

Answer.  The  reason  for  saying  we  have  a  corrupt  executive,  legislature,  and  judiciary  ? 
The  whole  legislature  were  not  corrupt 

Question.  Wait  till  we  are  done  with  the  judges. 

Anstver.  Nor  did  I  intend  to  he  understood  to  say  that  the  whole  judiciary  was  cor- 
rupt. 

Question.  Then,  going  back  to  the  supreme  court  judges,  how  many  of  them  are  cor- 
ru])t  f 

Answer.  I  look  npon  Judge  Pearson  as  a  coiTupt  judge,  because  he  refused  to  grant  to 
citizens  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

Question.  Wlio  is  the  next  ? 

Ansuer.  I  look  upon  the  acts  of  Judge  Reade  as  judicially  corrupt,  when  he  swore  in 
members  of  the  legislature,  requiring  certain  members  to  stand  aside,  wheu  he  should 
have  just  received  their  certiticate  and  sworn  them  in.  I  looked  upon  that  as  a  corrupt 
act. 

Question.  IIow  about  the  others? 

Ansirer.  When  Judge  Settle  and  Judge  Reade  refused  to  give  me  bench  warrants 
against  the  men  who  liad  outraged  uic  in  iH-rson,  I  looked  upon  that  as  a  corrupt  act. 

Question.  The  whole  of  tliem  i 

Ansmcr.  All  who  nl'uscd  nn-  redress. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  f 

Answer.  Judges  Keailt>,  Dick,  and  Settle. 

Question.  Who  is  the  remaining  judge  of  that  court  f 

Answer.  Rodman.  He,  too,  refused  to  giant  mc  a  bench  warrant  after  I  had  been  im- 
]irisoncd  without  warrant  or  authority  oi'  law. 

Quixlion.  I'lion  such  n-asous  as  this,  without  giving  any  of  these  men  credit  for 
honesty  of  puri)ose,  have  you,  as  an  editor  of  a  leading  conservative  paper  in  North 
Carolina,  been  denouueing  these  men  as  corrupt? 

Answir.  I  have  stated  time  and  again  that  wo  have  a  corrupt  executive,  judiciary, 
legislative  body,  ami  then  have  deuouiued  Judge  Pearson  as  corrupt ;  but  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  in  my  ])aper  denounced  tlie  others.  Very  likely  I  have  if  I  thought 
so.     I  feel  so  now — that  that  was  a  cornijit  act. 

Question.  Ui>on  these  reasons,  without  giving  these  men  any  credit  for  honesty  of  par- 
pose  in  their  derisions,  y»m  have,  as  a  leading  editor  of  a  conservative  paper  in  the 
State,  denounced  them  as  eorrnpt .' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  denounced  those  gentlemen  for  corruption  in  denying  to  me 
a  V)ench  warrant  for  a  l"elon  and  rascal  who  had  imprisoned  me  and  maltreated  me.  I 
tlid  look  ujjou  it  as  a  corrupt  act,  and  think  so  now. 

Question.  In  the  lust  i)art  of  your  examination  you  mentioned  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pardons  that  had  been  comnniuieated  by  (ioveruor  lloldeu  as  having  been 
granted.     Did  they  embrace  pardons  for  all  classes  of  offenses  in  the  State? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  for  how  long? 

Answer.  For  one  year,  I  think.  It  was  the  first  report  made  to  the  legislature,  and 
the  constitution  letjuired  him  to  make  a  report  to  eveiy  legislature. 

Question.  You  have  annual  sessions? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  may  have  been  more  than  a  year.     I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  time  you  were  arrested  together  with  a  Inrge  num- 
ber of  respectable  citizens  from  Alamance  County.  Did  you  class  Mr.  Boyd  as  among 
those  respectable  citizens  ? 

Answer.  I  would  have  done  so  at  the  time.  I  thought  him  then  a  respectable  Uuin, 
and  I  did  not  believe,  until  it  was  disclosed,  that  he  belonged  to  any  organization  such 
as  he  did. 

Question.  Since  the  disclosure  has  been  made  that  a  number  of  these  men  were  and 
are  members  of  the  organization  which  ])articipated  in  tlu)  hanging  of  Outlaw  and 
other  such  outrages,  do  you  still  consider  them  as  among  the  most  respectable  men  of 
that  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  I  should  not  consider  any  man  who  had  engaged  in  the  hanging  or  punish- 
ing uidawfully  of  auy))ody  as  a  respectable  citizen. 
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Question.  Does  the  evidence  satisfy  you  that  it  was  that  organization  that  partici- 
pated in  the  hanging  of  Outlaw? 

Ansn-er.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  so. 

Questioti.  Then  your  opinion  about  these  men  who  were  arrested  being  the  most 
respectable  citizens  is  now  subject  to  that  qualification? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  knew  of  old  men,  respectable  members  of  the  church,  and  if  they 
bad  gone  into  any  organization  inadvertently  I  have  no  idea  that  they  participated  in 
any  crime. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  an  affidavit  made  about  Kirk.  Where  was  that  affidavit 
filed? 

Avstt^er.  It  was  before  Judge  Brooks,  at  Salisbury. 

Question.  Did  yoir  class  the  Federal  judiciary  among  the  corrupt  judiciary  of  your 
State? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anji^hing  about  Judge  Bond.  I  thouty.it  his  conduct  was  very 
shameful.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  his  character,  but  I  think  his  conduct  in 
releasing  this  man,  and  not  giving  notice  of  it,  was  shameful. 

Question.  Did  you  intend  to  embrace  Judge  Brooks  and  Judge  Bond  in  this  charge  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  have  that  in  my  mind,  and  I  did  not  know  anything  of 
Judge  Bond  except  this  act,  which  I  look  upon  as  unbecoming  a  judge. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  assassination  of  Stevens,  had  you  hunted  iip  his  personal 
history  before  his  assassination  ? 

Answer.  I  had  it  before.  I  was  at  his  county  seat  and  called  upon  the  clerk  for  the 
docket.  The  indictment  had  been  published  in  the  newspapers.  I  knew  of  it  some 
time  before  the  assassination. 

Question.  Why  did  you  do  that? 

Ansiver.  It  was  to  show  his  character  as  a  man.  He  belonged  in  Caswell  County, 
where  there  was  a  majority  of  colored  people,  and  he  represented  them  when  there 
were  hardly  a  dozen  white  men  in  the  county  to  vote  for  him. 

Question.  That  was  published  before,  or  after  the  election  ? 

Ansiver.  Both.  I  remember  to  have  alluded  to  it,  and  seen  it  in  the  papers  both 
before  and  since  the  election  and  assassination.    It  has  been  a  matter  of  talk. 

Question.  You  continued  to  publish  it  after  his  election  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  before  and  after. 

Question.  Did  you  publish  it  after  his  assassination  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  alluded  to  it  reiieatedly. 

Question.  You  did  not  publish  that  as  an  excuse  or  apology  in  his  murder  ? 

Answer.  I  never  in  the  world ;  never  tried  to  excuse  the  murder ;  never  wanted  to 
palliate  crime. 

Que.stion.  What  was  the  motive  of  publishing  it  after  the  man's  death? 

Answer.  The  Standard  stated  that  Stevens  had  stolen  chickens  when  he  was  going  to 
get  across  the  Federal  lines.  That  was  since  the  assassination.  It  said  that  he  was 
going  to  join  the  Federal  forces  during  the  war  and  took  a  coiiple  of  chickens  to  help 
him  on  his  waj'.  I  then  stated  that  it  was  not  so ;  that  he  did  not  go  across  to  the  Fed- 
eral hues,  and  that  he  stole  the  chickens  by  enticing  them  into  his  corn  crib,  and  kept 
it  up  for  some  time.  He  would  shut  the  crib  door  on  the  chickens,  kill  them,  and  then 
hand  them  out  to  the  cook.  The  Standard  said,  too,  that  he  was  convicted  by  a  rebel 
jury.  I  alluded  to  the  fact  that  he  was  not  convicted  by  a  jury  at  all ;  that  he  submit- 
ted in  court  and  paid  the  costs,  and  the  case  never  went  to  the  jury.  That  called  it 
out.  It  was  because  they  wanted  to  make  a  martyr  of  him  and  the  like  that  I  alluded 
to  it  to  show  that  he  was  a  bad  man  and  not  entitled  in  his  community  to  the  charac- 
ter which  the  Standard  gave  him. 

Question.  In  regard  to  Senator  Shoffner,  was  not  his  introduction  of  what  is  called 
the  Shoffner  bill  considered  his  most  grievous  ofl'ense  in  the  community  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.    No,  sir;  it  was  his  digging  up  a  body  and  boiling  it. 

Question.  In  the  view  you  took  of  it  in  your  pai^er,  which  did  you  present  as  the 
worst  ? 

Ansum:  Both.    I  alluded  to  both,  and  denounced  both  as  infamous. 

Question.  You  considered  being  the  author  of  that  military  bill  was  a  very  great 
outrage  on  his  part  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  considered  the  bill  that  suspended  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  a  very 
great  outrage  ;  that  was  it. 

Question.  Was  not  the  pubhc  animosity  excited  against  Senator  Shoifuer  because  he 
introduced  the  bill  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  because  it  suspended  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

Question.  Was  Shoffner  compelled  to  leave  that  part  of  the  country? 

Answer.  I  reckon  not.  He  did  leave  though,  and  his  property  was  attached  at  the 
court-house. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  arrangement  to  assassinate  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  before  the  judge  at  Raleigh? 

Question.  When  did  you  huut  up  the  evidence  of  Colgrove's  indictment  in  New  York  ? 
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Answer.  It  was  about  twelve  months  ago. 

Question.  After  he  was  assassinated  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  publish  that  after  he  was  assassinated  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  As  a  justification  for  it  ? 

Answer.  Not  as  a  justification. 

Question.  What  motive  ? 

Ansioer.  It  was  when  they  were  speakiuf^  of  this  man  Colgrove  as  a  good  man.  I 
wanted  the  public  to  be  iuibrmed  as  to  what  sort  of  a  man  he  was.  It  was  a  matter 
of  fact. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  wanted  to  let  the  xniblic  luiow  what  sort  of  characters  composed  the 
republican  or  radical  magnates  down  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  that  was  the  purpose. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  continue  to  attack  the  characters  of  the  dead  radicals  dowu  there  ? 
Is  that  your  system  of  political  warfare — to  continue  the  attack  after  their  death  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  when  they  spoke  of  Stevens  being  convicted  by  a  rebel  jury, 
and  of  Colgrove  as  a  good  man  being  assassinated,  and  the  sherill"  of  the  county,  it 
was  due  to  everybody  that  the  course  of  these  men  should  be  known. 

Question.  Could  yo\i  fnrnish  us  with  a  copy  of  the  paper  which  contains  your  pub- 
lished evidence  in  regard  to  Colgrove  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  anything  I  may  have  said  about  him.  I  have  no  sort  of  concealment 
about  it. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  railroad  presidents — Mr.  .Swepson  was  the  first  president 
of  the  Western  Railroad,  as  it  was  called  after  the  organization  ;  was  he  a  couserva- 
tivo  or  radical  ? 

Ansirer.  He  voted  for  Grant, I  understood.  He  had  been  an  old  whig.  I  had  known 
him  well  for  many  years.     Some  classed  him  -is  a  conservative  ;  others  did  not. 

Question.  Was  he  classed  as  a  radical  ? 

Answer.  No,  1  do  not  think  he  was.  He  is  a  man  Avho  took  no  part  in  politics  one 
way  or  another. 

Question.  It  was  into  his  hands  the  bonds  fii-st  went  ? 

Anstver.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  he  a  native  North  Carolinian  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  was  the  next  road  to  which  bonds  were  given  ? 

Answer.  The  Wilmington,  Charlotte,  and  Rutherford  road. 

Question.  Who  was  the  first  president  of  that  after  the  bonds  were  first  granted? 

Answer.  Dr.  Sloan. 

Question.  Was  he  a  conservative  or  radical  ? 

Atisieer.  A  radical. 

Question.  Did  the  bonds  go  into  his  hands  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  they  did  ;  I  am  not  sure. 

Question.  Wlio  sncA'ceded  him  f 

Answer.  A  gentleman  from  Wilmington  ;  I  forget  hi.s  name  ;  lately  appointed. 

Question.  Was  he  a  conservative  or  radical  ? 

Answer.  A  radical  also,  and  a  northern  man,  too. 

Question.  That  is  two  of  the  roads.  I  believe  there  were  six  in  all.  What  was  the 
name  of  the  third  one,  of  which  Mr.  Jones  was  president  ? 

Answer.  Jones  was  president  of  the  Fayetteville  road;  that  is  not  the  corporate 
title,  however. 

Question.  Was  he  the  first  president  after  the  bonds  were  directed  to  bo  issued  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  was. 

Question.  Was  he  a  conservative  or  radical  ? 

Answer.  A  radical. 

Question.  What  was  the  fourth  road  to  which  bonds  were  issued  ? 

Answer.  There  were  .$-2,000.0(10  issued  to  the  Tennessee  and  Ohio  road. 

Question.  Who  was  president  of  that  ? 

Answer.  Johnson. 

Question.  A  native  of  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Conservative  or  radical  ? 

Answer.  Conservative. 

Question.  What  was  the  fifth  road  ? 

Ansicer.  The  Chatham  road. 

Question.  Who  was  president  of  that  ? 

Answer.  Dr.  Hawkins. 


NORTH    CAROLINA.  381 

Question.  A  native  of  North  Carolina  ? 

Anstccr.  Yes,  sir. 

QucnHon.  Conservative  or  radical  ? 

Ansive)'.  Conservative. 

Question.  What  was  the  sixth  roail  ? 

Answer.  The  University  road  they  called  it.    The  bonds  were  stopped  by  injunction. 

Quesliou.  Who  was  the  first  president  of  that  ? 

Ausu-er.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Thompson. 

Question.  Is  he  a  native  of  North  Carolina? 

Aiiswvr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  conservative  or  radical  ? 

Answer.  A  radical. 

Question.  Then,  of  the  six  roads,  according  to  your  statement,  the  first  presidents 
were  all  native  North  Carolinians  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  all. 

Question.  And  three  of  them  were  conservatives  and  three  radicals  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  How  are  the  directors  divided  as  to  politics  ;   do  you  know  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  state  ;  in  fact,  I  cannot  call  who  they  are. 

Question.  Was  not  General  Clingman  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Western  road  that 
got  the  largest  amount  of  bonds  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Quesliou.  Is  he  a  conservative  or  radical? 

Answer.  We  class  him  now  as  a  radical,  since' he  has  got  his  disabilities  removed. 

Question.  How  was  he  before  ? 

Answer.  Sort  of  fishy. 

QnesHon.  How  was  Mr.  Davidson  ? 

Ansuxr.  Counted  a  conservative. 

Question.  He  was  a  director  ? 

Ansieer.  Yes,  su'. 

Question.  The  stockholders  elected  a  portion  of  the  directors  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  rest  were  appointed  by  the  governor  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  preponderance  appointed  by  the  governor ;  two-thirds. 

Question.  One  of  the  directors  was  made  president  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Taking  this  thing  as  you  have  stated  it,  how  do  you  account  for  the  boards 
electing  three  ti'om  the  conservative  party  ?  You  said  that  Governor  Holdeu  took  care 
to  apj)oint  all  the  directors,  and  they  would  elect  the  men  he  had  picked  out  before- 
hand for  presidents  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  that  was  the  general  rule.  I  know,  in  some  instances,  I  have  heard  of 
his  having  done  so. 

Question.  Now  it  turns  out  that  three  of  the  presidents  were  conservative  ;  do  you 
say  they  were  in  league  with  Governor  Holden  ? 

Answer:  No,  sir  ;  I  say  that  Swepson  and  Littlefield  were,  and  Dr.  Sloan  and  Jones. 

Quesiiow.  How  about  General  Clingman  and  the  others  ? 

Answer.  Well,  his  account  of  it  was  that  he  was  acting  as  counsel  for  them,  and  they 
were  indebted  to  him  for  his  services.  1  have  never  been  able  to  get  at  it.  Clingman 
says  he  acted  as  counsel  for  Littlefield  and  Swepson. 

Qucsiion.  Were  not  a  majority  of  the  board  of  directors  conservatives? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  Avere. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  know  Davidson  was  a  conservative.  I  cannot  now  call  the  persons  who 
were.     I  know  Jones  was  on  one  board,  but  I  do  not  know  who  his  co-directors  were. 

Question.  Was  the  financial  part  of  the  arrangement  for  carrying  on  the  jjublic  im- 
I)rovcment  system  anything  at  all  of  a  jiartisan  business? 

Answer.  The  whqleplau  was  to  swindle  and  defraud  from  beginning  to  end.  It  was 
not  to  do  the  work. 

Question.  Both  parties  took  part  in  it  ? 

Ansiver.  There  are  some  who  voted  the  conservative  ticket  who  took  part. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Was  it  not  a  iiroceeding  in  which  the  conservatives  and  radicals  took  part  ? 
Answer.  There  was  nothing  in  the  world  done  ;    the  Governor  could  have  checked  it 
at  any  time. 

By  Mr.  Bl.1lIR  : 
Question.  Was  not  there  a  great  preponderance  in  the  legislature  of  radicals  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  If  tlie  presidents  of  the  board  of  directors  furnished  to  the  governor  the 
certificate  required  by  law,  could  he  do  anything  otherwise  than  issue  the  bonds? 

Answer.  Not  under  the  law  ;  he  was  required  to  do  it. 

Question.  Whenever  they  furnished  a  certain  certificate  of  the  stock  subscribed^  and 
the  organization  of  the  company  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  but  the  whole  matter  had  been  manipulated  before  by  the  legislature. 
Swepson  had  bought  them  for  $241,000  or  $242,000. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  He  was  a  conservative  ? 

Answer.  Voted  for  Grant,  I  have  understood. 

Question.  Was  he  not  counted  a  conservative  in  the  board  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  they  regarded  him.  I  only  know  he  was  an  old  whig, 
and  heard  he  voted  for  Grant.  But  the  purj)ose  was  not  to  build  the  road,  but  to  swin- 
dle the  State. 

By  the  Chairmax  : 

Question.  Of  the  six  names  of  presidents  of  the  roads,  are  we  to  understand  that  the 
three  you  have  named  as  radicals  were  fcfloan,  Jones,  and  Thompson,  and  that  those 
three  were  corrupt  ? 

Answer.  Jones  and  Sloan,  yes,  I  have  mentioned  before  as  corrupt  in  money  trans- 
actions. 

Question.  The  three  radicals  ? 

Answer.  Now  don't  make  me  say  three — I  say  Jones  and  Sloan. 

Question.  The  first  was  Swepson,  the  second  Sloan,  the  third  Jones,  and  the  fourth — 

Ansiver.  Hawkins. 

Question.  Wiiat  was  he? 

Answer.  A  conservative. 

Question.  The  liftli  was  Ihe  Cliatham  road  and  the  sixth  the  University  road  ? 

Answer.  They  never  went  into  operation  ;  they  were  stojiped  by  an  injunction. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  it  not  perfectly  well  known,  and  does  not  the  testimony  disclose,  that 
although  these  bonds  went  first  into  tlie  hands  oi'  Swepson,  tliey  afterward  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  Littlclield  and  lie  was  the  jtriueipal  party  in  that  road  1 

Answer.  Yes ;  Lil  t  letield  and  Swepson  have  been  the  prime  movers  in  one  of  the  roads. 

Question.  What  was  Littlefield  ? 

Anstver.  A  carpet-bagger. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Now,  upon  the  question  of  the  tax  in  that  township,  which  you  say  was  so 
grievous  to  the  tax-payers  when  the  negro  barber  was  elected,  had  they  a  school  iu 
operati(»n  in  that  t()wnshii>  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  it  was  sixty  miles  from  me,  or  more. 

Question.  Do  you  whether  the  tax  was  for  school  purposes — for  building  a  school- 
house  ? 

Ansuer.  I  do  not.  The  gentleman  who  gave  me  the  information  paid  S^~  J>0  tax  and 
had  his  horse  sold.  He  stated  that  they  had  made  no  account  or  return  of  what  they 
had  done  with  the  money. 

Question.  You  did  not  learn  for  what  purpose  the  tax  was  levied  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Because  the  officer  in  the  township  was  a  negro,  rather  than  pay  his  tax,  he 
Iierniitted  his  horse  to  ho  sold  ? 

Answer.  Not  the  t)liLicer"s,  hut  the  tax-payer's,  horse  was  sold  by  a  negro  constable, 

Question.  A  barber  was  elected  a  township  officer  and  he  laid  the  tax  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  a  scalawag. 

Question.  And  a  negro  constable  had  a  warrant  to  collect  the  taxes  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Quention.  Just  because  there  was  such  a  man  to  enforce  the  law  this  man  permitted 
his  i)roi)(rty  to  be  levied  on,  and  bought  it  iu  himself? 

An.swcr.  I  do  not  know  the  motive. 

Question.  Did  he  allege  that  the  tax  was  illegally  laid? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  him  speak  of  the  legality  of  it. 

Qnention.  Tlie  officers  were  properly  elected  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  they  were;  take  that  for  granted. 

Question.  Is  tliat  a  fair  specimen  of  the  feeling  that  exists  in  regard  to  negroes  t 

Answer.  Well,  how  ;  in  this  matter? 

Quc-ttion.  That  a  white  man  would  rather  resist  ? 

Answer.  O,  he  never  stated  that  a  negro  was  to  collect  it. 
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Question.  Yon  asked  liim  vrhy  he  did  tliis  and  liis  answer  was,  "Just  for  tlie  moral 
effect — rather  thau  pay  a  tax  h'.vied  by  a  negro." 

Answer.  No,  not  levied  by  the  nitijger.  We  are  at  war  with  the  township  system; 
we  don't  want  it  at  all.  I  asked  him  why  he  did  not  let  it  go  Avitlmut  having  his  horse 
sold,  and  he  said,  "  If  I  had  put  my  hand  in  my  pocket  and  jiaid  the  money,  there 
wouUl  have  been  an  end  of  it,  but  I  had  my  horse  sold  by  the  nigger  constable  for 
township  taxes  for  the  moral  effect  it  would  iiroduce."  It  was  the  township  tax  he 
was  opposed  to. 

Qmnfion.  AVhat  about  the  negro  constable  ? 

Anm-er.  It  would  be  regarded  as  an  outrage  in  your  State  to  have  a  negro  magistrate 
from  North  Carolina  settle  down  and  levy  a  township  tax  on  you. 

Question.  Is  that  a  fair  specimen  of  the  feeling  toward  the  negroes  who  are  elected  to 
office  in  your  State  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  could  be  said  to  be  fair  or  unfair.  Whether  it  was  a 
white  man  or  a  negro,  it  was  all  the  same  to  this  man.  He  didn't  want  to  pay  under 
anybody,  because  it  was  a  township  tax.  • 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  not  the  objection  to  paying  this  tax  because  it  was  a  township  tax 
levied  by  one  or  two  officers  of  the  township  ?  Was  not  the  objection  to  the  fact  that 
the  prerogative  of  levying  taxes  was  in  the  hands  of  one  or  two  officers  of  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  that  was  the  purpose  ;  and  we  are  making  a  political  issue  now  upon 
the  township  system.     We  don't  like  it. 

Question.  Was  it,  among  other  things,  for  the  reason  that  the  township  organization 
gives  the  township  officers  the  power  to  levy  taxes  f 

Answer.  Yes,  they  have  men  odious  to  the  iieople.  One  of  the  townshix)  officers  at 
Raleigh  is  indicted  for  perjury. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  negroes  are  legally  elected  in  pursuance  of  the  law  of  the  State,  are 
they  odious  as  officers  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  they  would  rather  have  white  people  there,  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Question.  Would  you  say  they  are  odious"? 

Answer.  No,  no ;  there  are  some  of  them  who  go  along  and  do  their  business  ;  they 
are  not  odious  because  they  are  officers  at  all.  In  fact,  where  there  is  a  majority  of 
negroes  I  have  been  always  advocating  to  have  negro  officers,  not  white  men. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  You  have  said  that  the  negroes  were  ignorant,  and  easily  led  a^vay  ? 

Austeer.  Yes ;  a  majority  of  the  negroes  of  the  South. 

Quesiioi.  Have  you  a  large  class  of  very  ignorant  white  people  in  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  Well,  we  have  some  men  who  don't  read  and  write,  as  I  sui)pose  you  have 
in  your  State. 

Question.  What  is  the  j)ercentage  of  that  class  in  North  Caroliua  by  the  census  of 
1860  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  remeniber. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  republicans  generally  as  being  a  pretty  bad  set  ; 
which  are  the  worst  of  the  three  classes  into  which  you  divide  that  party — the  carpet- 
baggers, the  scalawags,  or  the  "  niggers  ?" 

A  nswer.  Well,  I  never  make  any  choice  of  stinking  fish. 

Question.  All  bad  ? 

Answer.  No,  they  are  not  all  bad. 

Question.  As  a  class  ? 

A7iswer.  No,  they  are  not  all  bad. 

Question.  How  is  it  with  them  as  a  class  ;  are  they  good  or  bad? 

Answer.  Well,  the  niggers  are  ignorant;  the  carpet-baggers  are  shrewd  fellows  who 
come  down  there  to  live  by  their  wits  and  not  by  their  work  ;  and  the  scalawags,  four 
of  them  who  are  on  the  ticket  now,  the  governor,  Judge  Dick,  Judge  Tliomas,  and  Judge 
Starbuck,  were  signers  of  the  ordinance  of  secession  ;  some  hundred  of  them,  perhaps, 
educated  gentlemen  who  have  gone  for  the  loaves  and  fishes,  the  offices  and  places ; 
perhaps  one  hundred  and  lifty  or  two  hundred  natives,  and  they  are  busy  working  the 
negroes  in  the  jiolitical  field.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 
Question.  You  don't  regard  any  member  of  the  republican  party  as  working  upon  a 
principle  ? 
Answer.  Very  little  of  it  down  South ;  in  North  Carolina  I  speak  of. 


384        CONDITION    OF    AFFAIRS    IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Quesfion.  Did  the  carpet-baggers  come  there  before  or  since  the  reconstruction, 
mainly  ? 

Ansiver.  We  don't  count  the  men  who  have  been  there  before  the  war. 

Question.  I  mean  before  reconstruction,  but  since  the  war. 

Answer.  They  came  in,  a  great  many  of  them,  with  Burnside ;  followed  the  army. 

Question.  When  the  State  was  entuely  democratic  f 

Answer.  Yes  ;  some  of  them. 

Questidn.  Did  not  a  great  majority  come  before  reconstruction  ? 

Ansiver.  My  impression  is  many  of  them  did ;  I  know  some  did  not. 

Question.  Did  they  not  come  there  with  applications  to  get  into  some  kind  of  Inisiness  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  them  have  no,»Jing  in  the  Avorld:  just  hunting  for  office  and 
place.     Those  are  what  we  call  cai-pet-baggers. 

Question.  Before  reconstruction  they  were  hunting  for  no  offices,  because  there  was 
no  chance  for  republicans  at  that  time.  Now  what  was  their  business  between  1865 
and  1867,  prior  to  reconstruction  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was  to  look  around  and  see  where  they  could  find  soft  places; 
may  be  to  steal.     I  cannot  ttdl. 

Question.  You  knoAv  theii-  motives  were  bad  ? 

Answer.  No,  some  of  them  came  for  work  and  I  gave  them  a  hearty  welcome,  glad  to 
see  them ;  but  those  that  settled  down  in  counties  with  a  big  nigger  majority  and  took 
up  politics  for  a  trade,  I  did  not  care  how  soon  they 

Question.  1  mean  those  wlio  went  there  before  reconstruction  commenced? 

Answer.  We  would  welcome  any  man  that  came  thereto  go  into  business. 

Question.  What  was  your  idea  at  that  time ;  that  they  had  come  there  for  evil  or  good 
purposes  ? 

Ansuer.  Some  of  them  came  for  good  purposes,  for  work ;  these  northern  men  that 
went  to  work  have  been  well  received  and  well  treated. 

Question.  Did  not  tlie  i)rejudice  against  these  carpet-baggers  arise  after  reconstruc- 
tion commenced,  and  before  tbey  took  hold  of  jjolitics? 

Answer.  There  was  some  talk  about  them  before,  of  course. 

Q,uestion.  When  did  the  term  scalawag  become  a  reproach,  or  when  did  they  com- 
mence to  apply  it  to  tlie  natives  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  remember. 

Question.  Before  reconstruction  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  before  or  after;  it  was  pretty  early. 

By  Mr.  Nye  : 

Question.  Did  not  tliat  term  originate  when  persons  Avho  had  been  in  the  rebellion,' 
for  instance,  began  to  espouse  the  republican  cause  after  the  war  was  over — when  they 
began  to  fall  in  and  agree  with  the  reconstruction  measiues  if 

Answer.  I  do  not  reuu-niber  its  origin. 

Question.  When  did  you  yourself  tirst  apply  it? 

Answer.  Nor  when  it  was  first  applied. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  There  was  no  fight  made  on  the  carpet-baggers  or  scalawags  until  the  re- 
construction acts  ? 

Answer.  There  was  not  until  tlie  carpet-baggers  started  for  office. 

Question.  That  was  after  reconstruction  commenced?  None  of  them  over  ran  for 
office  before  ? 

Answer.  (A  pause.)     Yes,  they  did ;  we  had  carpet-bag  candidates. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  election  till  after  reconstruction? 

Answer.  Yes,  we  had  elections  under  the  provisional  government. 

Qiu'stion.  Was  there  any  fight  made  upon  either  the  .scalawags  or  carpet-baggers  until 
reconstruction  commenced  as  such  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  know  carpet-baggers  were  candidates  before  recou- 
struction. 

Question.  Were  they  fought  on  the  ground  that  they  were  carpet-baggers? 

Answer.  I<lo  not  remember.  There  were  none  in  my  immediate  section,  and  I  was 
not  editing  a  paper  at  the  time  to  observe  how  it  was  from  the  new.spapers. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  27,  1871. 
N.  A.  Ramsey  sworn  and  examined. 

*  By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  yon  live? 

Answer.  In  Pittsboro,  Chatham  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there? 

Answer.  Nearly  all  the  time  since  I  was  born,  forty-three  years. 
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Question.  What  is  your  occupation? 

Answer.  A  farmer. 

Question.  What  knowledge  have  yon  of  disturbances  of  the  public  peace  or  destruc- 
tion of  property  that  have  occurred  in  Chatham  County  in  the  last  two  or  three  years, 
and  the  elieet  they  have  had  on  the  public  security? 

Answer.  There  have  been  some  disturbances  there  of  different  kinds,  by  Avhom  com- 
mitted I  do  not  know,  except  from  hearsay.  Veiy  recently  there  have  been  several 
houses  and  barns  burned  in  the  county.  I  know  nothing  of  that  except  that  some  of 
the  parties  were  tried  at  the  special  term  of  the  last  superior  court,  and  were  convicted, 
and  are  novr  in  the  penitentiary.     All  of  them  were  negroes. 

Question.  How  many  were  tried? 

Arisirer.  Only  five.  I  have  brought  the  papers  with  me,  and  the  certificate  of  the 
clerk  of  the  court. 

Question.  A  certified  copy  of  the  records  ? 

Answer.  Original  papers. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Queslion.  Will  you  produce  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sii'.  (Produces  several  i>apers,  which  are  returned  to  witness  at  the 
close  of  his  examination,  and  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Bayard  witness  promises  to  forward 
certified  copies  of  the  same  to  the  committee. ) 

By  the  Chairman? 

Question.  These  you.  say  are  original  papers  from  the  record? 

Answer.  Original  papers  from  the  magistrates  ;  they  were  introduced  in  the  trial  as 
evidence  against  the  parties. 

Question.  You  are  not  the  clerk  of  the  court  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not. 

Question.  Do  these  papers  contain  the  evidence  taken  in  the  case? 

Ansu'er.  They  contain  the  evidence  taken  before  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  the 
certificates  that  these  men  were  acting  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Chatham. 

Question.  The  person  before  whom  the  testimony  was  taken? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir;  the  preliminary  testimony. 

Question.  These  papers  relate  to'i)ersons  who  were  arrested  charged  with  the  burning, 
tried,  and  convicted  ? 

Aiiswer.  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  them  was  sentenced  for  seven  years,  two  for  twelve  years, 
and  two  for  twenty  years. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  other  cases  in  which  person  or  property  have  been 
attacked  in  Chatham  County  ? 

Answer.  There  is  a  recent  case  that  was  in  the  courts,  upon  investigation,  when  I  came 
away,  of  a  negro  that  was  shot,  and  lie  shot  a  white  man ;  the  trial  was  still  on  when 
I  left,  in  Chatham  County. 

Question.  How  was  the  negro  shot  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  except  from  hearsay. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  cases  you  have  brought  in  here  except 
what  is  contained  in  the  papers  ? 

Ansiver.  I  know  something  because  I  was  present  at  the  trial. 

Question.  You  were  not  present  at  the  trial  that  is  now  in  jirogress  ? 

Answei:  I  was  not,  because  that  was  in  Raleigh. 

Question.  Is  it  before  a  court  ? 

Ansmr.  It  is  before  a  United  States  commissioner. 

Question.  What  is  his  name  ? 

Answer.  Shafer. 

Question.  Was  this  negro  alleged  to  have  shot  a  man  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  arrested  ? 

Ansiver.  There  was  a  process  against  him  ;  the  sherilf  had  it,  and  had  arrested  one  ; 
in  the  mean  time,  while  he  was  trying  to  get  the  others,  a  deputy  marshal  came  up  and 
carried  them  all  to  Raleigh. 

Quesiion.  Were  the  persons  in  disguise  what  are  iiopulaiiy  known  as  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  the  negi'o  said. 

Question.  You  speak  of  white  men  ? 

Answer.  The  negro  shot  one  and  said  he  was  a  white  man. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  The  same  night  the  negro  was  shot  he  shot  one  of  the  parties, 

Question.  Was  the  white  man  who  was  shot  identified  ? 

Ansiccr.  He  was  in  Raleigh  and  bound  over,  so  I  heard,  to  appear  at  court.     He  was 
shot  pretty  badly.    He  was  a  man  of  no  character.     There  is  not  a  man  of  character 
in  the  county  of  Chatham — and  I  know  every  man  in  it — that  indorses  any  outrage, 
no  matter  from  what  source  it  may  come. 
9r. 
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Question.  Are  these  the  only  cases  of  outrage  you  have  known,  or  that  have  come  to 
your  kno\yledj^e  in  the  county  in  the  last  two  or  three  years  ? 

Ansicet:  No,  sir  ;  in  October,  1669,  another  case  occurred,  and  it  was  disposed  of  in 
the  November  term,  1870.  I  have  the  papers  in  that  case.  Some  young  men  had  been 
out  to  meeting  in  the  country,  and  they  were  waylaid  aud  fired  at  by  a  band  of 
negroes.  Some  seven  or  eight  of  the  negroes  made  their  escape  before  evidence  suffi- 
cient could  be  found  to  arrest  them.  Five  were  arrested  and  tried.  Mr.  Manning, 
member  of  Congress,  aiipeared  for  them,  aud  they  were  acquitted.  The  other  eight 
lied  the  country. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  cases  ? 

Ansirer.  At  what  time  ? 

Question.  Our  x>iirpose  is  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  security  for  person  and 
property  since  the  close  of  the  rebellion  ? 

Answer.  As  far  as  the  seciu-ity  of  person  and  property  is  concerned  it  is  just  as  safe 
there  now  as  before  the  war. 

Question.  Is  there  any  difficTilty  in  that  county  in  arresting  and  bringing  to  justice 
persons  who  are  charged  with  the  commission  of  crime  ? 

Ansiccr.  None  in  the  world — never  has  been. 

Question.  Either  white  or  black? 

Ansuer.  Either  white  or  black.  In  Februai'y  last  year  I  got  a  letter,  not  directly 
from  Governor  Holden,  but  from  a  frieiul  that  was  in  Raleigh,  wlio  was  very  intimate 
with  him.  There  had  been  some  disturl)aucc  going  on  in  Chatham,  and  it  was  in 
rather  an  unsettled  condition.  I  am  ))eisonally  friendly  with  Governor  Holden, 
though  we  never  agreed  in  politics.  Ho  told  this  friend  of  mine  that  he  would  like  to 
have  me  take  charge  of  the  county  of  Chatham  ;  he  had  an  idea  of  sending  the  militia 
there.  I  received  this  letter  and  did  not  know  what  to  do  about  it.  I  consulted  with 
my  friend.s — Mr.  Manning  among  them,  perhaps  25  in  all — and  they  advised  me  to 
accept  the  commission.  So  I  went  to  Raleigh  the  next  nioniing  and  took  the  commis- 
sion as  captain  of  the  State  militia,  from  Governor  Holden.  I  went  and  spoke  at  50 
different  places  in  the  county,  and  there  was  no  disturl)ance  at  all.  There  had  been 
some  little. 

Question.  What  were  the  disturbances  tliat  produced  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  ? 

Answer.  There  had  been  some  negroes  whipped  and  some  white  men. 

Question.  What  was  the  date  of  your  connuission  ? 

Anstrer.  I  tliink  it  was  February  li,  1870. 

Que.Hfion.  What  was  the  date  of  the  disturbaucevS  that  left  the  county  in  rather  an 
unsettled  condition  ? 

Aimcer.  A  few  months  before  that  there  had  been  some  negroes  and  white  men  whip- 
ped in  different  parts  of  the  county. 

Question.  To  what  extent? 

Answer.  Very  little;  but  it  went  further  than  any  of  the  good  citizens  there  wished 
it  to  go.     There  was  nobody  api)roved  it,  of  any  respectability. 

Question.  Was  it  done  by  persons  iu  disguise  aud  in  the  night? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  I  suppose  you  investigated  the  matter? 

Answer.  I  did,  the;  best  I  could. 

Question.  What  was  the  information  yon  derived  ? 

Answer.  That  tliey  were  iu  disguise. 

Question.  How  disguised? 

Answer.  I  did  not  inquire  about  that  and  did  not  hear.  They  were  so  that  you  did 
not  know  them — sometimes  black— first  one  way-and  then  another ;  I  cannot  tell  how. 

Question.  Were  they  in  large  numbers  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  sometimes  in  stjuads  of  five  and  ten,  sometimes  two  or  three,  and 
sometimes  fifteen  or  more ;  but  no  large  numbers. 

Question.  Does  that  apply  to  the  whipping  of  both  white  and  black  men  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Give  us  the  names  of  the  white  men  you  heard  of  being  whipped  before 
your  appointment. 

Answer.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Burke  was  whipped. 

Question.  What  is  he? 

Answer.  A  farmer;  used  to  be  a  confederate  soldier. 

Question.  What  was  he  whipped  for  ? 

.iKvMtT.  God  only  knows.     I  don't. 

Question.  What  was  the  alleged  cause? 

Ansicer.  Some  little  feeling  between  him  and  his  neighbors — for  some  reason  or  other. 
I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  other  white  man? 

Answer.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Charles  Bright. 

Question.  What  was  the  alleged  cause  ? 


NORTH    CAROLINA.  387 

Answer.  I  understood  it  was  being  rather  too  iutimate  with  some  other  woman  be- 
sides his  wife. 

Question.  Any  other  white  men  wliipped  ? 

Answer.  There  were  one  or  two  other  white  men  whipped,  but  I  do  not  remember — 
yes ;  a  man  by  the  name  of  Thomas. 

QiKstion.  For  what  cause  ? 

Answer.  For  the  same  cause — fornication  and  adultery.  ' 

Question.  Any  other  ? 

Answer.  There  may  be  one  or  two  others,  but  I  do  not  remember  them  now.  This  man 
Thomas,  I  cannot  say  positively  what  he  was  whipped  for.  He  belonged  in  my  com- 
mand during  the  war  and  was  a  very  good  soldier.  I  think  I  heard  it  intimated  that 
that  was  what  he  was  whipped  for.  He  told  me  he  was  whipped  and  said  he  did  not 
know  what  it  was  for. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  confederate  service? 

Answer.  I  was,  all  the  time. 

Question.  Are  these  all  the  white  men  you  remember  being  whipped  i)rior  to  your 
appointment  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  I  remember  nowy  there  were  more,  I  have  no  doubt. 

Qunstion.  Did  you  hear  of  others  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  sure  I  heard  of  others,  but  I  cannot  call  their  names. 

Question.  How  many  colored  men  were  whipped  ? 

Answer.  I  suj)pose  there  were  half  a  dozen  or  more. 

Question.  Can  you  name  any  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  the  names.  Yes,  I  know  the  names  of  one  or  two, 
but  I  did  not  know  them.  One  is  named  Luke  Wilson,  and  another,  Wright  Farring- 
ton. 

Question.  TVTiat  was  the  alleged  cause  assigned  for  whipping  either  of  them  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  they  were  whipped  for.  My  idea  is,  they  did  not  have 
any  cause  generally ;  that  they  were  a  disorderly  set  of  men  who  got  drunk  aud  would 
go'around  aud  whip  promiscuously  those  that  they  had  a  little  grudge  against. 

Question.  Were  these  whippings  done  by  white  or  colored  men  ? 

Ansiver.  That  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  on  that  subject 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  persons  who  did  these  whippings  in  disguise  arrested  and 
bi'ought  to  justice? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  tried  to  find  them  out  the  best  way  we  could. 

Question.  None  of  them  ? 

Answer.  None  of  them.  WTiile  I  had  command  in  the  county  there  was  nothing  of 
this  sort  done. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  in  command  ? 

A  nsiver.  About  four  months. 

Question.  Did  you  resign  your  command  then  ? 

Ansu-cr.  No,  sir  ;  everything  got  so  quiet  that  it  was  no  use  paying  me  any  longer. 

Question.  Since  then  these  other  occurrences  of  which  you  siioke  have  taken  place  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir;  there  have  been  some  few;  not  many. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  yon  that  where  these  whippings  have  been  done  by  men 
in  disguise  no  one  has  been  arrested  and  convicted  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  some  of  the  cases  of  barn-burning  you  spoke  of,  there  were  arrests,  trials 
and  convictions  ? 

Answer.  They  made  acknowledgments  themselves;  they  confessed  it. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  a  safe  state  of  society  when  l>ands  of  men  go  through 
the  community  in  disguise,  take  out  men  and  whip  them,  and  escape  with  impunity  V 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  think  there  were  bands  of  men  doing  it.  There  is  nobody  of  any 
character  that  has  ever  been  interfered  with,  and  these  men  that  are  doing  these  things 
are  a  low-down  set  of  men  of  no  character  at  all.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  politics 
mixed  in  it  at  all.  They  never  cared  about  the  negroes  much  any  way,  only  they 
want  them  out  of  the  way  so  as  to  get  control  of  the  fiirms  themselves. 

Question.  You  mean  those  who  have  been  whipped  were  persons  of  no  character  ? 

Answer.  Those  that  have  been  whip^ied  and  have  done  the  whii)pings. 

Question.  How  do  you  know,  when  nobody  can  fiud  them  out  ? 

Ansiver.  For  the  reason  that  every  good  man  in  the  community  denounces  all  such 
things. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  in  the  adjoining  county  men  who  stood 
prominent  in  society  turned  out  to  be  members  of  this  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  I  am  not. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  in  Alamance  County  ? 

Answer.  A  little. 

Question.  Do  you  know  James  E.  Boyd,  a  member  of  the  bar  ?     > 
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Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  not  all  men  that  belong  to  the  bar  th;it  are  very  prominent  men 
in  society. 

Question.  How  do  you  undertake  to  say  then  that  there  are  no  men  of  character  who 
do  these  things  ? 

Ansicer.  I  am  speaking  of  my  own  connty. 

Question.  In  your  county  no  person  has  yet  been  arrested  or  tried  who  did  theso 
whipiiings  in  disguise  ? 

Ansuer.  I  have  tried  myself;  used  my  influence  and, done  all  I  could.  This  negro 
who  was  shot  came  and  told  me  about  it.  He  was  shot  on  Saturday  uight  and  cauie 
to  me  on  Sunday  morning.  I  told  him  to  go  to  a  magistrate  and  get  legal  process  if 
he  had  any  idea  who  they  were,  and  to  have  them  arre.sted,  and  I  would  staud  by  him 
until  the  fast.  He  did  give  this  iuformatiou,  and  we  had  the  jiapei-s  all  drawn  up  and 
they  would  have  been  tiied  before  our  court,  but  iu  the  mean  time  the  deputy  United 
States  marshal  came  up  and  carried  the  parties  to  Ealeigh,  without,  I  think,  any 
authority  of  law. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  Ouly  about  ten  or  twelve  days  ago. 

Question.  They  were  carried  before  the  United  States  commissioner  in  Raleigh  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  were  arrested  for  that  offense  ? 

Answer.  Seven  or  eight. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  their  being  identified  ? 

Ansicer.  This  negro  swore  to  them,  so  I  understand. 

Question.  Were  these  seven  men  of  any  character  ? 

Ansicer.  I  know  them  all  very  well. 

Question.  What  do  you  say  as  to  their  being  men  of  any  character? 

Ans.cer.  They  had  verj'  little. 

Question.  Of  the  seven  that  you  know  had  they  acted  with  the  conservative  or  radical 
party  ? 

Ansicer.  Seven  out  of  the  eight  were  radicals  or  republicans. 

Question.  Those  who  were  arrested? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  were  the  party  relations  of  the  man  who  was  whipped? 

Answer.  1  reckon  he  was  a  republican ;  negi-ocs  almost  all  are. 

Question.  AVhat  was  the  cause  of  his  whipping  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  that  they  stole  a  gun  from  him  a  year  ago  that  he  gave  twenty-two 
dollars  for,  and  they  told  him  he  must  not  have  another  gun ;  he  got  another  gun,  and 
they  went  and  took  that  from  him,  I  understood. 

Question.  Is  there  in  your  county  a  band  of  mulattoes,  so  called,  organized  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  that  is  in  Robeson  County;  this  band,  in  ourcouuty,  was  organized 
for  burning  houses  and  baius. 

Question.  Wbat  evidence  wa4  there  that  they  were  organized  for  that  puipose  ? 

Answer.  It  is  contained  in  these  papers  that  I  have  produced. 

Question.  To  what  extent  did  that  fu-gauizatiou  go? 

Answer.  I  do  not  kuow;  these  papers  ^iontaiu  all  the  information. 

Question.  We  cauuot  stoj)  to  read  these  papers ;  you  say  you  heard  a  part  of  the  trial ; 
how  far  did  tlie  organization  go  ?  Did  it  ext<;nd  beyond  the  one  organization  that  was 
developed  there  ? 

Ansicer.  The  organization  existed  on  the  line  between  ChathaiQ  and  Wake  Counties; 
I  suppose,  from  the  best  information,  there  were  sojne  fifty  or  seventy-five  who  belonged 
to  it. 

Question.  Did  it  extend  beyond  that  one  organization  ? 

Answer.  This  bani-buruing  busin<,'s.s  ?     I  don't  know ;  that  is  the  ouly  one  1  beard  of. 

Question.  Was  that  the  purpose. for  which  it  was  orgaui-ed,  to  burn  property  ? 

Answer.  So  they  say  ;  and  oue  of  the  witnesses  says  it  \*:as  done  by  order  of  Governor 
Holden.     It  is  contained  in  these  papers. 

Question.  Were  the  persons  in  that  organization  all  colored  men  ? 

Ansicer.  Nearly  all  ;  probably  one  or  two  exceptions.  There  were  no  white  men  in 
mv  county  imidicated  at  all.  I  think  there  were  one  or  two  implicated  iu  the  county  ot 
AVake. 

Question.  Implicated  by  the  testimony? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  kuow  whether  by  this  testimony  <?r  not. 

Qui-stion.  Is  that  the  only  organization  you  know  in  that  couipty  that  has  interfered 
Avirb  persons  and  property? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  as  an  organization,  and  I  knevs"  of  this  only  by  those 
))ai)ers  and  by  the  fruits,  the  burning  of  houses. 

Question.  Have  you  known  anything  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  or  otherwise 
known  as  the  White  Brotherhood  f 

Ansicer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Your  county  joins  Orange  and  Alamance  ? 
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Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  have  no  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  any  such  organization  ? 

Ayiswer.  Only  from  hearsay ;  I  hear  that  there  is  sudi  an  organization  in  the  eonnty, 
and  also  that  there  are  Union  Leagues  in  the  county. 

Question.  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  whipping  you  have  spoken  of?  To  any  or- 
ganization ? 

Ansicer.  I  suppose  it  is  an  organization  of  men  that  go  out  to  whip  :  I  do  not  suppose 
it  is  a  regular  organization;  I  cannot  tell  anything  about  that. 

Question.  Yon  have  spoken  of  the  foct  that  these  men  who  have  been  whipped  are  all 
bad  men  ;  is  that  the  way  in  which  this  thing  is  apologized  for  in  Chatham  County  I 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  say  that ;  I  said  they  Avere  not  men  of  much  character,  men  of 
scarcely  any  character  at  all. 

Question.  So  I  understand  you  ;  when  you  say  a  man  has  no  chai'acter,  I  rmderstaud 
it  is  not  a  good  one  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  of  no  character  at  all,  but  these  were  men  not  known 
in  the  county. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  Not  men  of  position  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 

Question.  Is  that  the  way  the  subject  has  been  spoken  of — that  these  men  were 
whipped  because  they  were  men  of  no  character,  or  of  bad  character,  or  of  little  char- 
acter ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  generally  looked  upon  in  that  way. 

Question.  That  has  been  the  apology  for  it,  has  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  has  been  so  considered  ;  and  if  you  will  allow  me,  I  will  state 
what  is  the  opinion  of  the  governor  of  the  State  in  regard  to  the  whipping  of  one 
man  in  our  county. 

Question.  If  you  wish  to,  state  it. 

Answer.  After  I  accepted  the  position  as  captain  in  the  county  I  went  down  to  Ra- 
leigh and  saw  the  governor  about  some  matters  connected  with  my  position  there. 
While  there,  this  man  Burke,  who  was  whipped,  came  to  me  and  said  that  the  Ku-Klux 
had  whipped  him  like  the  devil,  and  he  could  not  stay  there  ;  he  was  on  his  way  to 
Philadelphia.  I  told  him  to  go  back;  there  was  no  danger.  He  said  he  was  afraid  he 
would  be  killed  if  he  staid  there.  I  told  him  there  was  no  danger  in  the  world  ;  that 
I  had  charge  of  the  county,  and  I  did  not  want  any  troops  in  it,  for  I  could  maaage 
them  myself.  I  left  him  and  went  to  Governor  Holden's  office.  The  governor  re- 
marked to  me  that  he  wished  I  had  come  in  a  little  sooner.  I  asked  him  why.  He 
said  there  was  a  man  there  from  my  county  that  had  been  whipped  terribly  ;  that  he 
pulled  off  his  shirt,  and  showed  him — cut  all  to  pieces — but,  said  he,  "he  married  a  ne- 
gro woman,  and  it's  no  matter  for  him ;  it  .seemed  to  do  him  good." 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  This  was  a  white  man  who  married  a  negro  woman  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    The  governor  said,  ''  It  is  no  matter  for  him.  and  the  best  part  of 
the  joke  is,  that  Mac.  (meaning  Macdonald,  a  friend  of  his)  married  him." 
Q^ucstion.  Who  is  Macdonald  ?  • 

Answer.  A  magistrate  and  justice  of  the  peace. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  that  the  f-ict  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  married  a  black  woman,  and  the  supreme  court  decided  it 
was  not  lawful.  He  was  arraigned  at  the  last  term  of  the  supreme  court  ftfi-  living  in 
adultery  with  this  woman,  and  he  got  clear.  He  was  whipped,  no  doubt,  by  a  parcel 
of  boys  in  the  neighborhood.  His  family  was  very  respectably  connected ;  his  mother, 
unfortunately,  gave  birth  to  him  without  being  married.  They  did  not  like  his  con- 
duct, and  I  suppose  the  boys,  in  a  drunken  spree,  just  whipped  him.  I  do  not  suppose 
it  was  the  League,  or  the  Ku-Klux,  or  any  political  society  whatever. 

Question.  Is  it  your  impression  that  there  is  any  such  organization  as  the  Ku-Ivlux 
existing  in  Chatham  County  f 

Answer.  I  think  there  is  something  of  that  sort,  called  by  some  name  or  other :  I 
think  there  is  no  doubt  about  that ;  but  I  have  no  idea  that  there  ever  would  have 
been  any  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Leagues.  They  forced  them  into  it ;  there  is  no 
doubt  about  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  the  Leagues,  as  an  organization, 
countenanced  or  excused  any  violence  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  good  peo^ile  in  the  county  who  countenanced  or  ex- 
cused it  on  either  side. 
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Question.  Have  these  men  ■wlio  have  becu  whipped  generally  been  of  one  political 
j»arty,  or  of  both  ? 

Ansiver.  Both  ;  I  think  they  haA'e  been  mostly  extreme  radicals. 

Question.  Witli  which  party  have  you  been  identiiied  yourself? 

Answer.  I  have  been  a  democrat  ever  since  the  war.  I  was  always  a  whig  before 
the  war. 

Question.  Has  there  not  been  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  conservative  party, 
where  these  whippings  are  alleged  to  have  been  done  by  the  Ku-Klux,  to  apologize  for 
them,  or  screen  them  by  speaking  of  the  character  of  the  men  who  are  whipped,  as  you 
have  done  to  me  ? 

Ansiier.  No,  sir ;  there  is  not. 

Question.  Has  either  party  aj^ologized  for,  or  have  both  denounced  them  ? 

Answer.  They  have  both  denounced  them ;  I  know  this  to  be  the  fact ;  I  have  a  right 
to  know  it  because  I  have  been  all  over  the  county. 

Question.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  fact  that  no  one  of  these  disguised  persons 
ha.s  ever  been  brought  to  justice  for  these  numerous  whippings? 

Anstcer.  It  is  a  very  difHcult  matter  to  identify  a  disguised  man ;  that  is  just  the  diffi- 
culty ;  that  is  all. 

Qtiestion.  Where  there  are  so  many  persons  joined  together  committing  these  outrages 
in  disguise,  can  they  be  accounted  for  in  any  other  way  than  by  a  secret  organization, 
the  members  of  which  protect  each  other  from  discovery  ? 

Answer.  Well,  of  course,  if  you  and  I  were  going  in  disguise  I  would  hardly  tell  on 
you,  and  I  wouldn't  expect  you  to  tell  on  me  :  but  whether  there  is  any  real  orgauiza 
tion  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Have  you  had  aiiy  connection  yourself  in  that  county  with  any  secret  organ- 
ization? 

Answet:  I  belong  to  no  secret  organization  in  the  world  except  the  masonic  order.  I 
do  not  believe  in  them,  do  not  think  they  are  right,  think  they  are  dangerous  tb  the 
interests  of  the  country. 

Question.  I  suppose  your  people  generally  are  coming  to  that  conclusion,  are  they  not  ? 

Answer.  The  good  peoxde  of  our  coimtry  have  always  been  that  way — not  only  com- 
ing to,  but  are  so. 

Question.  Have  not  a  large  majority  of  the  white  men  in  many  counties  gotten  into 
this  organization  ? 

A7isu-er.  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  there  are  very  few  counties  that  there  have  been 
many  disturbances  in. 

Question.  HaAe  you  given  us  all  the  knowledge  you  have  bearing  upon  this  general 
question  ? 

Answer.  All  that  I  remember  now;  there  are  probably  a  good  many  little  things  that 
I  could  call  to  mind. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  say  you  were  applied  to  1)j-  Governor  Holden  to  take  a  commission  from 
him  as  captain  of  the  State  militia  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the  condition  and 
keeping  tlie  i)ea(e  of  the  county  in  which  you  live.  Did  this  lead  you  to  investigate 
that  county  ]>retty  thorouglily  ? 

Answer.  It  did.  I  went  all  over  it  from  one  cud  to  the  other.  For  the  past  four  years 
I  have  been  twice  a  candidate  for  the  legi.slature,  and  have  been  twice  defeated. 

Question.  I  uftderstand  in  the  course  of  this  nuitter  that  you  became  aware  that  men 
were  banded  together,  and  on  the  one  side  were  the  Loyal  Leagues;  will  you  describe 
who  compose  the  Loyal  League,  mainly  ? 

Anstver.  They  were  mixed;  mainly  negroes,  however;  they  all  belong  to  it. 

Question.  Was  that  uiulei"stood  to  bo  a  State  organization  ;  that  is  to  say,  beginning 
in  counties  and  then  extending  through  the  State"? 

Avswer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  reckon  it  was. 

i^ue-^tion.  Is  that  your  undei-standing,  that  the  Loyal  Leagues  were  formed  in  the 
counties  and  then  extended  into  the  State? 

Answer.  Do  yon  mean  whether  they  originated  in  the  counties? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir. 

Question.  Describe  their  character. 

Answer.  I  miderstand  them  to  be  strictly  political,  and  that  they  name  from  Washing- 
ton City,  the  headquarters,  and  were  sent  down  t»  Raleigh,  and'  from  there  scattered 
out. 

Question.  Who  was  the  head  of  the  Union  Le;.gue  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Holden  ;  he  told  me  so  himself. 

Question.  Had  they  not  these  Leagues  in  every  county? 

Answer.  I  dt)n"t  know  ;  they  had  them  in  Chatham  County,  and  I  suppose  they  had 
them  in  all  the  counties.     ' 

Question.  They  embraced  the  whole  body  of  the  Idacks  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir;  nearly  entire. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  what  was  the  number  of  the  organization  in  the  State  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir.    I  may  have  heard,  but  I  do  not  remember. 
Qv.estton.  Was  it  a  secret  organization  f 
Ansirer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Bound  by  oaths  ? 
Ansirer.  So  xmderetood. 

Question.  Did  they  have  signs  and  pass-words? 
Answer.  So  said ;  I  have  seen  the  book  they  were  said  to  work  by. 
Question.  What  was  this  organization — to  burn  barns  and  houses?   of  whom  was  it 
composed  ?    what  was  discovered  in  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  oganization  ? 
Answer.  Do  you  mean  with  regard  to  the  character  of  the  people  ? 
Question.  What  were  the  disclosures  ?    what  did  it  turn  out  to  be  ? 
Answer.  It  turned  out  to  be  twenty-five  or  fifty  or  more  men,  almost  entirely  negroes, 
and  was,  so  they  said,  for  the  purpose  of  burning  barns  and  houses  of  the  Ku-Klux,  or 
those  who  were  said  to  be  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Did  they  describe  themselves  as  acting  under  the  order  of  any  superior 
authority  ? 

Answer.  They  were  organized  into  a  company,  and  one  of  them  was  captain.  They 
had  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  captain  under  penalty  of  death — that  is,  if  they  revealed 
anything. 

Question.  Did  they  say  that  when  they  set  fire  to  a  place,  some  were  stationed  to 
shoot  anybody  Avho  came  to  save  the  building  and  ijut  out  the  fire  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sii-;  two  of  them. 

Question.  Did  any  of  them  say  they  acted  bv  the  order  of  any  person  of  high  au- 
thority ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sii"  according  to  the  testimony  of  one  of  them  it  was  by  order  of  Gov- 
ernor Holden. 

Question.  That  was  sworn  to  in  their  own  confession  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sii*. 

Question.  Tliis  man's  name  is  what  ? 
Ansxcer.  Wilson  Dewer.     It  is  dated  December  19,  1870. 

Question.  Which  was  organized  first,  the  Loyal  Leagues,  or  what  are  called  the  Ku- 
Klnx  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  of  the  Ku-Klux  until  eighteen  mouths  ago;  the 
League  has  been  there  ever  since  the  close  of  the  war. 

Question.  Had  the  Ku-Klux  any  political  signification,  or  were  they  a  band  of  men 
retaliating  for  this  character  of  disorders  you  have  been  speaking  of? 

Answer.  It  was  only  for  the  puri)ose  of  retaliation  and  x^rotection  of  person  and 
property ;  that  was  my  understanding. 

Question.  And  had  no  political  signiiicance  ? 
Ansicer.  No  political  significance  whatever. 

Question.  Did  the  bulk  of  the  law-abiding  men  of  your  county  disapjirove  of  this 
method  of  taking  the  law  into  their  own  hands  under  a  secret  organization  ? 
Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  disapproval  confined  to  any  political  party,  or  did  it  extend  to 
both? 

Answer.  It  extended  to  aU ;  all  the  good  citizens  of  the  county,  of  both  iiarties,  disaj)- 
proved  of  it. 

Question.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  commxmity  in  Chatham  County  as  to  the 
safety  of  person  and  property  at  this  time  ? 
Ansieer.  It  is  as  good  as  it  ever  was. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  and  do  you  believe  that  every  man  there  can  have  his  rights 
before  the  law,  reasonably  and  fairly  ? 
Answer.  I  know  it. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  any  of  these  political  organizations  will  defeat  public 
justice  in  the  sentiment  of  your  county  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  the  civil  law  and  the  civil  authority  in  that  county  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  order  and  security  ? 
Answer.  Entirely  so. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  on  that  subject  at  all? 
Answer.  None  in  the  world ;  there  has  never  been  the  least  resistance. 
Question.  You  have  been  asked  what  was  your  belief  in  regard  to  the  existence  of 
this  Ku-Klux  organization,  as  it  is  called.    Have  you  any  knowledge  or  idea  of  the 
extent  of  the  organization  ? 
Answer.  Do  you  mean  in  Chatham  County  ? 
Question.  Yes. 
Ansiee)\  No,  sir  ;  I  have  not. 
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Question.  Is  it  a  wide-spread  organizatiou,  or  is  it  merely  a  small  gang  or  body  of 
men? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  no  idea  of  the  extent  of  it.  At  one  time  there  Tvere 
supposed  to  he  a  great  many  on  the  north  side  of  the  Haw  River — at  the  time  I  took  the 
commission  from  the  governor.  But  since  that  time  there  has  been  no  disturbance 
there  whatever,  or  no  evidence,  from  the  fact  that  there  were  disturbances  there,  of 
the  existence  of  the  organization  even  on  that  side  of  the  river. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  now  to  believe  that  this  organizatiou,  or  auy  organi- 
zation known  by  the  name  of  Ku-Klux,  now  exists  at  all  in  your  county  ? 

Answo:  I  do  not  kuow  of  any  such  organization  in  the  county ;  I  know  of  none  such ; 
there  is  none  in  mj'  town,  or  in  my  immediate  neighborhood. 

Question.  Would"  you  not,  from  your  position  as  captain  of  the  militia  there,  be  apt 
to  know  of  the  existence  of  such  an  organization,  if  one  existed  ? 

Ansrver.  I  thiuk  so. 

Question.  Would  auy  one  there  be  more  likely  to  know  of  it  than  yourself? 

Ansirer.  I  think  not;  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  such  organizatiou  there.  I  am  not 
a  member  of  any  secret  political  society  whatever.  If  there  is  a  secret  political  society 
iu  the  county  I  do  not  know  it. 

Question.  You  have  said  that  these  gangs  that  existed  there  were  composed  of  men 
of  no  character  ;  do  you  mean  by  that  that  they  are  men  of  obscirre  position  in  society  ? 

Avswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  there  any  men  of  recognized  position  iu  society  who  have  had  anj- 
thing  to  do  with  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  in  regard  to  the  conservative  party  in  your  county  ;  was 
there  in  that  party  anythiug  like  palliation  of  this  order  or  ajiproval  of  its  conduct? 

Ansuer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  such  orders  and  their  conduct  universally  denouaced  ? 

Answer.  Always. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  destruction  of  projierty,  of  barn  burning,  by  these 
gangs  of  colored  men,  said  to  have  been  organized  for  that  purpose ;  do  you  know 
whether  they  were  disguised  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  their  confessions  state  the  fact  as  to  whether  they  had  disguises  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  and  1  never  read  a  quarter  of  these 
papers  I  have  here.  I  do  not  kuow  whether  they  had  any  disguises  or  not.  I  do  not 
thiuk,  however,  there  was  any  evidence  to  that  effect. 

Question.  Was  this  barn  burning  a  matter  of  frequent  occurrence  ? 

Answer.  Only  recently. 

Queiition.  Did  the  barns  burned  contain  the  entiie  crops  of  the  parties  for  the  year? 

Answer.  All  that  they  had  not  used,  I  suppose.  They  generally  j)ut  all  their  crops 
iu  their  barns. 

Question.  Was  the  effect  very  serious  to  tlie  men  whose  property  was  thus  burned  ? 

Ansuer.  Certainly ;  almost  ruinous  to  them.  They  were  generally  poor  men,  who 
lived  on  their  little  farms. 

Question.  Dejjendiug  upon  their  crops  for  their  support? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  barns  burned  contained  the  whole  of  their  years  crop  ? 

Anstrcr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  this  you  say  was  of  very  frequent  occurrence  ? 

Answer.  Several  barns  were  burned  recently,  and  there  was  a  regularly  organized 
baud  for  that  ])urpose,  as  they  stated. 

Question.  Has  there  been  auy  difficulty  at  any  time  iu  serving  the  processes  of  the 
courts  iu  your  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  neither  before  the  war,  nor  during  the  war,  nor  since ;  no  difficulty 
at  all. 

Question.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  convicting  a  man  who  violates  j-our  laws  on  a 
fair  trial? 

Answer.  No  difficulty  in  the  world. 

Qucslion.  No  difficulty  iu  having  a  man  convicted  that  should  be  convicted,  or  in 
obtaining  fair  jury  trials  ? 

Ansu-cr.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  Was  there  at  any  time,  under  Governor  Holdcu's  order,  any  organization  of 
negro  militia  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  iu  my  county. 

Question.  Auy  in  the  adjoining  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  iu  Wake  County. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  numher  of  negro  militia  he  had  organized  there?       ' 

Answer.  I  do  not.  There  is  one  company  down  near  the  county  line,  where  Wake 
and  Chatham  Counties  join,    I  understood  there  was  one  company  down  there. 


NORTH    CAROLINA.  393 

Question.  How  far  are  you  from  Alamance  aud  Caswell  Counties? 

Ansicer.  Alamance  is  on  the  north  of  ns,  aud  so  is  Orange.  Caswell  is  about  fifty 
miles  further  north. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  reputation  of  Colonel  Kirk,  who  was  sent  there 
l>y  Governor  Holden  ? 

Ansu-er.  He  had  a  notoriously  bad  character  as  being  a  bad  man  everj^way. 

Question.  What  were  the  acts  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  him  ? 

Answer.  All  kinds  of  acts  that  a  villiau  and  thief  could  perpetrate. 

Question.  State  some  of  the  crimes  you  have  heard  alleged  against  him. 

Ansicer.  I  heard  that  during  the  war  he  was  upon  the  v.esteru  part  of  our  State  ar- 
resting parties.  That  of  itself  amounted  to  nothing,  as  a  matter  of  course.  But  he 
would  commit  acts  of  cruelty  upon  them  after  they  were  taken  prisoners.  He  did  not 
have  any  idea  of  honor,  but  would  take  things  that  did  not  belong  to  him.  He  was  a 
bad  man  generally  in  everj'  way. 

Question.  His  character,  then,  was  notoriously  bad? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Qiiestion.  What  ett'ect  upon  the  people  was  prodviced  by  his  going  into  the  county  of 
Alamance? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know.  I  should  suppose  it  would  not  have  had  a  very  good  effect 
upon  them.  I  know  there  would  have  been  a  very  bad  feeling  created  in  Chatham 
County  if  he  had  gone  there. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  occurred  in  Alamance  County  except  from  hearsay  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  auj'thiug  of  the  large  issue  of  bonds  by  Governor  Holden's 
adnunistration  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  the  increase  of  the  State  debt  under  Governor 
Holden's  administration,  and  whether  that  increase  produced  dissatisfaction  among 
your  people  ? 

Answer.  I  know  the  State  debt  has  been  increased  immensely,  and  that  great  dissat- 
isfaction has  been  produced  among  the  people  on  account  of  the  great  increase  of  the 
debt.  That  was  the  cause  of  the  great  political  change  there  last  year,  the  misman- 
agement we  supposed  there  had  been. 

Question.  Was  there  any  corruption  alleged  to  have  been  connected  with  that  mis- 
management ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  some  corruption.     That  is  what  I  started  to  say. 

Question.  Who  were  the  parties  supx^osed  to  have  been  benelited  by  it  ? 

Answer.  The  persons  in  power ;  those  Avho  had  the  control  of  the  wires,  from  the 
governor  down.    Whether  or  not  they  were  really  connected  with  it  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Have  you  in  your  communitV  any  schools  for  the  education  of  colored 
children  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  one  in  my  town,  not  more  than  a  hundred  yards  from  my 
hou£e. 

Question.  Have  those  schools  been  disturbed  at  all? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  have  a  bell  now  that  I  loaned  them.  They  have  had  it  some 
three  years,  and  they  ring  it  to  the  annoyance  of  almost  everybody  in  toAvn. 

Question.  Is  the  feeling  of  the  white  people  down  there  one  of  kindness  aud  good 
will  toward  the  colored  people  ? 

Ansicer.  Thex'e  is  nothuig  but  kindness  and  kind  foeeliug  toward  the  negroes  who 
behave. 

Question.  Is  there  any  feeling  against  them  because  of  their  color  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  You  say  they  are  allowed  to  have  their  schools,  aud  to  conduct  them 
peaceably  and  without  interference  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  acts  of  violence  toward  them  as  a  class  or  race"? 

Ansicer.  None  whatever.  There  was  one  thing  I  would  state;  there  Avas  a  little 
school-house  that  was  burned — l)y  whom  it  was  bxuned,  or  how,  I  do  not  know  ;  it 
was  sujjposed  to  have  been  set  on  fire — away  in  the  western  part  of  the  county,  two 
or  three  years  ago;  a  colored  school-house;  the  cause  of  that  I  do  not  know  anything 
about.  But  this  school  in  my  town  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition ;  it  has  about 
fifty  or  sixty  scholars,  and  a  young  negro  woman  has  been  teaching  it,  and  getting 
along  very  well.  She  has  given  several  exhibitions  there,  and  a  great  many  white 
l^eoiile  have  gone  to  them ;  I  went  to  one  myself. 

Qitcntion,  Is  there  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  white  people  to  interfere  with 
the  blacks  in  regard  to  elections  ? 

A7iswer.  None  in  the  world. 

Question.  Does  there  exist  among  the  black  i^eople,  themselves,  any  disposition  to  in- 
timidate others  in  regard  to  political  matters  ? 

Answer.  I  Iiave  heard  several  of  them  talk  about  some  of  their  friends  who  had  voted 
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the  democratic  ticket  and  say  that  they  ought  to  be  killed  or  whipped,  or  something  of 
that  sort.  '  . 

Question.  Did  that  make  any  of  them  afraid  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  It  did  some  of  them. 

Question.  Was  that  fear  because  of  the  intimidation  practiced  by  these  leagues? 

Anstver.  They  said  they  -svere  sworn  to  vote  that  Avay  ;  I  have  heard  them  say  that 
repeatedly. 

Question.  Was  that  a  part  of  the  obligation  of  the  Union  League  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so  ;  I  have  been  a  candidate  there  twice  for  the  State  legislature, 
aud  I  have  a  negro  man  living  with  me  who  voted  against  me  both  times,  and  he  is 
living  with  me  now.  I  never  said  a  word  to  him  about  voting  ;  I  admired  him  for 
voting  as  he  jdeased — it  made  no  difference  with  me. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  a  black  man  is  just  as  free  to  vote  against  his  em- 
ployer there  as  he  would  be  in  any  of  the  Northern  States  ? 

Answer.  As  free  there  as  in  any  i)lace  on  the  globe  ;  as  free  as  I  am  or  anybody  else. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  You  speak  of  barn  Imrning  in  your  section  of  the  country.  Can  you  tell 
Low  many  barns  have  been  burned  in  Chatham  County  '? 

Answer.  Those  ]iarties  Avere  tried  for  burning  the  barn  of  Mr.  Minis  ;  and  one  of  them 
who  was  tried  there  made  acknowledgment  of  burning  Mr.  Boylau's  barn,  and  was 
sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  seven  years.  Those  are  the  only  two  barns  I  know 
of  liaAang  been  burned  in  the  county. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  Early  in  December. 

Question.  This  last  December  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  There  were  several  barns  burned  in  Harnett  and  Wake  Counties, 
all  near  about  the  same  thing  as  in  Chatham,  but  a  little  over  the  line. 

Question.  When  ? 

Answer.  About  the  same  time. 

Question.  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  executing  the  law  against  those  Avho  burned 
barns  ?  - 

Answer.  There  is  no  trouble  against  executing  the  law  against  anybody  there. 

Question.  You  say  the  white  jjeoph;  are  universally  kindly  disposed  toward  the  col- 
ored iieople.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  colored  jjeople  are  not  equally  well  disposed  toward 
the  whites  ?  » 

Answer.  The  good,  of  both  parties,  are  well  disposed ;  there  are  some  l)ad  on  both 
sides  that  are  evil  disposed  toward  everybody  but  themselves.  You  will  find  that  state 
of  society  existing,  I  reckon,  ahnost  anywhere. 

Question.  How  numerous  was  this  order  of  which  you  haA-e  spoken  as  being  engaged 
in  burning  barns  ? 

Answer.  I  supjiose,  from  the  best  information  I  can  get,  there  were  some  fifty  or  sev- 
enty-five in  all — not  immediately  concerned  in  it,  but  they  belonged  to  the  society. 

Question.  Were  they  organized  for  that  purpose  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  they  stated;  by  the  order  of  their  commauder-in-chief,  Gov- 
ernor Hohlen. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  many  barns  were  burned  in  the  adjoining  counties? 

AnsH-ir.  No,  sir,  I  do  not ;  there  were  in  all  about  six  barns  burned. 

Question.  In  the  three  counties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  in  all  there  have  been  some  six  barns  burned  :  there  may 
have  been  more,  but  that  many  I  am  sure  of— barns  and  dwelling-houses ;  I  think 
there  was  one  dwelling-house  and  probably  five  barns  burned. 

By  Mr.  Bavai:i)  : 

Question.  Is  there  anyrhing  else  you  would  like  to  state  in  reference  to  this  matter  ? 
The  object  of  this  conuaittee  is  to  ascertain  all  f,he  facts. 

Answer.  I  was  asked  a  question  by  Senator  Scott  if  I  had  stated  all  I  knew  about 
outrages  connuitted  there.  There  may  be  some  things  that  I  cannot  think  of  now.  If 
I  had  known  what  (lucsfions  would  be  asked  me,  and  had  had  time  to  rellect,  I  could 
probably  have  remembered  some  other  little  incidents  that  have  occurred  on  both  sides. 
But  I  think  the  account  balances  pretty  Avell,  anyhow. 

Question.  Have  you  any  acquaintance  in  the>counties  adjoining  and  elsewhere  in  the 
State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  a  pretty  general  acquaintance. 

Question.  Does  your  descri])tion  of  the  state  of  affairs,  as  regards  peace  and  order 
existing  in  your  county,  ai>ply  to  all  tlie  counties  around  there  * 

Answer.  I  have  lieard  of  no  disturbaiici'  at  all.  1  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity 
for  the  intervention  of  any  one  there  to  keep  us  any  nearer  straight  than  we  are.  In 
the  county  of  Orange,  Dr.  rri<le  Joih;s  had  the  same  position  1  had  in  Chatham. 

Question.  Did  you  apply  for  that  position  f 
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Arwrer.  I  did  not. 

Qiicsilon.  It  was  offered  to  you  ? 

Avsirer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  ^Yonld  not  have  accepted  it  but  that  I  was  urged  by  my 
friends  to  do  so.  They  thought  it  was  my  duty  to  accept  it,  because,  it'  I  did  not. 
Governor  Ho] den  would  probably  send  the  militia  there. 

Question.  You  had  interviews  Avith  Governor  Holden  on  the  sul)ject  ? 

Anmirr.  Before  I  accepted  it  I  had  interviews  with  him,  and  told  him  I  would  accept 
it  only  on  condition  that  I  was  to  take  charge  of  the  county  and  manage  it  to  suit 
myself. 

Question.  Were  your  antecedents  known  to  Governor  Holden  ? 

Aniiiver.  Yes,  sh*;  Governor  Holden  has  known  me  intimately  for  a  niunber  of  years. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Fvhritanj  27,  1871. 

WuxiAJi  W.  N.  HuxTEK  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Rice,  (acting  chairman  :) 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Ansun:  In  Kinston,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  In  what  countj' '? 

Anaiccr.  In  Lenoir  County-. 

Qmstion.  Are  you  at  the  present  time  the  sheriff  of  that  county? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  sheriff  1 

Answer.  Since  the  9th  of  May,  1869. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  iu  that  county  ? 

Answer.  I  resided  in  Kinston  in  1856,  since  Seijteinber  of  that  year.  I  have  not 
resided  there  all  the  time,  however ;  I  was  not  at  home  during  the  war,  but  in  the 
army. 

Question.  In  which  army — the  confederate  army  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  known  of  any  secret  organization  iu  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  Have  you  sufficient  information  to  enable  you  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the 
existence  of  such  an  organization  there  ? 

Answer.  If  witnesses  who  have  testified  are  to  be  believed,  I  suppose  there  must  be 
an  organization  there. 

Qnvstion.  What  Avere  the  names  of  the  organizations  as  you  learned  them  ;  Avhat 
were  they  called  ? 

Answer.  As  I  understood  from  the  eA"idence  of  those  Avituesses  I  haA'e  spokeu  of,  it 
was  known  as  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards. 

Question.  Did  yoii  learn  anything  about  the  number  that  belonged  to  that  order  in 
that  county  ? 

Ansicer.  The  Avitnesses  gaA-e  the  names  of  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  iu  that  county 
wlio  belonged  to  it ;  I  do  not  remember  hoAv  many  thej'  said  belonged  to  it. 

Question.  Were  there  any  outrages  committed  by  the  members  of  that  order  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knoAvledge. 

Question.  From  your  information  ? 

Answa:  From  the  information  of  the  parties  I  have  spoken  of,  there  were  outrages 
committed. 

Question.  Of  what  nature  ? 

Answer.  The  common  jail  was  broken  open,  aud  prisoners  in  the  custody  of  the 
sheriff'  Avere  taken  out  and  released. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  What  had  these  prisoners  done  ?    What  had  they  been  guilty  of? 

Answer.  The  two  who  Avere  released  Avhen  the  jail  was  broken  open  at  that  time 
were  charged  Avith  consi)iracy,  I  think;  but  I  Avill  not  be  jkositive  about  that;  it  was 
some  time  ago. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  Conspiracy  to  do  what? 

Answer.  To  overthrow  the  government  of  the  State  is  what  the  witnesses  stated,  I 
belieA'e. 

Question.  Were  they  engaged  in  resisting  the  revenue  laws  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  understand  about  that ;  I  did  not  understand  what  it  was. 

Question.  When  Avas  that  ? 

Answer.  It  Avas  in  1869,  I  believe ;  the  latter  part  of  1868  or  the  first  of  1869. 

Question.  Were  those  who  broke  open  the  jail  masked,  according  to  the  representa- 
tion you  heard  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  knoAv  ;  I  never  heard  about  that. 

(Question.  Were  there  any  other  outrages  committed  iu  the  county  ? 
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Anm'er.  lu  January,  1869,  the  jail,  I  suppose  I  mTglit  say,  was  forcibly  enteretl.  The 
jailer,  with  bis  keys,  was  taken  to  the  jail  under  false  pretenses;  and  when  he  got 
there  he  was  ordered  to  open  it,  so  he  says ;  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  state  this  from- 
my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  I  understand  that ;  you  only  state  from  information  derived  from  others  ? 

Ansiver.  From  information  from  the  old  jailer.  On  his  arrival  at  the  jail  he  was 
ordered  to  open  it.  The  prisoners  were  then  taken  out  and  carried  oft;  live  men 
were  taken  out  that  night. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  them  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know.  They  were  not  seen  again  until  they  were  found  in  the 
river  dead  ;  that  is,  some  of  them  were;  I  do  not  know  that  all  of  them  were  found. 

Question.  Were  they  colored  men  or  white  men  ? 

Answer.  There  were  four  colored  men  and  one  white  man. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  they  had  been  imprisoned  for  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  other  acts  of  violence  in  the  county  that  you  have 
heard  of  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  outrages  committed,  I  think,  before  any  I  have  sjioken 
of. 

Question.  Of  what  nature  ? 

Answer.  Mi-.  Miller  and  his  wife,  of  our  county,  were  murdered ;  they  were  wkite 
persons. 

Question.  To  whom  was  that  charged  ? 

Answer.  A  colored  man  by  the  name  of  John  Miller  was  charged  with  it. 

Question.  Was  he  tried  ? 

Ansiccr.  No,  sir ;  he  was  not  tried.  Another  colored  man,  whose  name  I  have  for- 
gotten, was  tried  and  convicted  of  it. 

Question.  He  was  convicted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  any  parties  arrested  and  conyicted  who  were  concerned  in  breaking 
open  the  jail  at  either  of  the  times  you  have  spoken  of? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  have  been  arrested,  bnt  not  convicted. 

Question.  Have  they  been  tried  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  they  been  indicted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  their  cases  are  now  pending  in  the  superior  court  in  Wayne 
county. 

Question.  Was  this  colored  man  Miller,  who  was  charged  with  the  murder  you  have 
spoken  ofi  one  of  the  parties  taken  out  of  the  jail  and  afterw;ud  found  drowned  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  one  of  the  parties  taken  out  of  jail.  I  do  not  know  whether 
his  body  was  ever  found. 

Question.  He  was  one  of  those  taken  out  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  so  I  was  informed.  I  do  not  knoAv  these  things  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge. 

Question.  I  midorstaiul  that. 

Answer.  It  was  before  my  administration  as  sheriff. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  other  acts  of  violence  committed  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     Of  what  nature,  if  I  may  inquire? 

Question.  Whijipings,  nmrders,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  E.  1\  Loftin  was  shot  in  1868,  I  think. 

Question.  Who  was  charged  with  <h)ing  that? 

Answer.  This  party  I  have  just  mentioned,  not  John  Miller,  but  the  otijer  one  whoso 
name  I  have  now  forgotten  ;  I  cannot  remember  it  now. 

Question.  The  man  who  was  convicted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  never  was  executed,  though  ;  he  made  his  escape  from  jail  some- 
how, I  do  not  know  how. 

Question.  Have  other  outrages  been  committed  ? 

Answer.  There  has  been  aiiother  outrage  committed  in  January  last.  A  man  l>y  the 
name  of  Jo.  Whitlield  was  killed  in  that  county  at  night,  and  a  white  woman  and  a 
colored  man  were  shot. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  For  what  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  A  nuile  of  the  colored  man  who  was  killed  was  taken,  and 
the  horse  of  the  parties  who  were  shot  was  taken  away.  I  arrested  three  parties  who 
were  charged  with  the  nuuder,  and  confined  two  of  them  in  jail ;  but  upon  the  prelim- 
inary examination  they  were  all  discharged. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Was  this  said  to  have  been  done  by  masked  men,  or  men  belonging  to  this 
secret  order  you  have  spoken  of  ? 
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Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  think  they  were  masked  ;  the  Avitnesses  did  not  say  that 
they  were  masked,  as  I  understood  ;  I  did  not  understand  them  to  say  so. 

Question .  You  do  not  know  what  they  were  killed  for  ? 

Anstcer.  I  did  not  say  they  were  all  killed  ;  one  was  killed,  and  the  other  two  were 
shot,  but  not  killed. 

"^    By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Question.  Were  the  black  man  and  white  woman  in  each  other's  society  at  the  time 
they  were  shot  ? 

Ansice):  They  were  living  near ;  in  the  same  yard  as  it  were  ;  but  they  did  not  live 
in  the  same  house. 

Question.  Was  there  any  charge  against  them  of  criminal  intercourse,  or  anything  of 
that  kind  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  that  this  was  done  by  this  secret  order  you  have 
spoken  of? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  not. 

Question.  You  never  heard  it  charged  to  them  ? 

Atiswer,  I  believe  some  charge  it  was  the  Ku-Klux,  and  some  say  it  was  not ;  I  do 
not  know. 

Qnestion.  This  order  is  known  in  the  county  by  the  name  of  Ku-Klux,  is  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  called  Ku-Klux  there,  and  about  as  many  charge  it  on  them 
as  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  violations  of  law,  any  other  acts  of  violence,  in  your 
county  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  do  not  remember  any. 

Question.  There  have  ])een  no  whippiugs  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  remember.  There  has  been  a  mill  or  two  burned  :  that  was  all 
before  my  administration  as  sheriff ;  I  have  merely  heard  it ;  I  do  not  know  these 
things  to  be  so. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  barn-burning  in  yc^ir  county? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  the  burning  of  two  mills  is  all  the  burning  I  have  heard  of.  In  1367 
there  was  a  store  burned  down  in  Kinston  ;  some  parties  were  arrested  fpr  that. 

By  Mv.  Bayard  : 

Question.  It  was  the  work  of  an  incendiary? 

Answei:  Y'es,  sir  ;  the  store  was  robbed,  and  then  set  on  fire. 

Question.  AVas  anybody  arrested  for  it? 

Ansivcr.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  Who? 

Answer.  Some  colored  people. 

Question.  Were  they  tried  and  convicted  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember ;  it  was  some  time  ago.  I  do  not  remember  whether  they 
were  convicted  or  not.  They  were  tried,  I  think,  but  I  do  not  remember  whether  they 
were  convicted  or  not ;  or  if  they  were  convicted,  I  do  not  remember  what  the  sen- 
tence was. 

By  Ml-.  Rice  : 

Question.  Is  there  a  pretty  large  colored  population  in  that  county  ? 

Ansieer.  Y''es,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  their  general  behavior? 

Answer.  They  generally  behave  pretty  well,  I  believe. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  trouble  at  any  time  in  executing  the  laws  in  that 
county  ? 

Answer.  I  have  had  none.  One  of  the  parties  who  was  released  trom  the  jail  re- 
sisted the  former  sheriff",  I  understand  ;  I  have  heard  he  did;  I  do  not  know  tliat  my- 
self. I  have  never  been  resisted  ;  I  have  never  had  any  difficulty  when  I  could  find  the 
parties.  The  only  difficulty  I  have  had  has  been  that  I  could  not  find  them.  You  have 
asked  me  in  regard  to  disguises.  The  jailor  said  that  the  night  they  took  the  j)risou- 
ers  out  of  the  jail,  who  were  afterwards  found  in  the  river,  all  were  disguised  that 
night  except  one  man. 

Question.  The  ditficulty  in  executing  the  laws  against  those  persons  was  because  they 
could  not  be  identified,  t  suppose  ? 

Ansivvr.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  The  jailor  was  not  able  to  identify  any  of  them  ? 

Ansiccr.  He  did  not  identify  but  one  man. 

Question.  He  identified  the  one  who  was  not  disguised? 

Answer.  Y''es,  sir. 
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By  Sir.  Bayard  : 

Qucfiiion.  You  have  lived  in  Lenoir  County  for  three  years  past  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  since  the  war. 

Question.  And  you  have  lived  in  North  Carolina  since  1S57  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  And  you  have  been  sheriff  of  the  county  s'Ince  the  spring  of  1869  ?  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  During  that  time  have  you  ever  had  any  difficulty  in  servhig  processes,  and 
making  uny  arrests  that  you  were  ordered  to  make  l>y  Avrits  f  I  mean  has  there  been 
any  opposition  to  you,  any  forcible  resistance  ? 

Ansivcr.  No  forcible  resistance. 

Question.  People  would  evade  you,  I  STippose;  get  out  of  your  way? 

Answer.  That  was  the  only  ditHculty  I  had. 

Question.  How  about  your  juries  ;  are  they  mixed,  white  and  black  ? 

AnswcT.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  in  your  county  fair  trials  can  be  obtained  without  re- 
spect to  color,  or  differences  in  ])olitical  opinions  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there- have  been  some  strange  verdicts  rendered  there,  I  think.  I 
really  could  not  answer  your  question.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  would  be  willing  to  stand 
my  chances  with  a  jury  drawn  there. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  there  is  anything  more  than  the  uncertainties  usually 
attending  the  verdicts  of  petit  juries  ? 

Answer.  As  I  stated  in  the  outset,  if  these  witnesses  are  to  be  believed,  who  have 
turned  State's  evidence 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  Mr.  James  Boyd  and  those  other  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  saw  his  evidence;  I  do  not  Icnow  that  I  have  ever  read  it. 
I  mean  those  parties  in  our  county.  It  seems  to  me  I  would  not  like  to  be  tried  by 
those  men,  if  I  was  opposed  to  them,  and  they  knew  it. 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  what  are  called  the  Lenoir  County  cases,  and  the  witnesses 
who  testified  in  those  cases? 

Ainswer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  witnesses  who  testified  against  those  parties. 

Question.  Tlie  jiarties  tried  before  Judge  Thomas? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  1869,  in  August  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  the  class  of  cases  you  refer  to  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  given  the  knowledge  derived  by  you  from  their  examination  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  no  other  knowledge  than  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  No  personal  knowledge  of  your  own  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  organization  called  the  Constitu- 
tional Union  Guards  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Question.  Are  you  able  to  say  how  many  persons  belonged  to  it,  or  who  they  were  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  any  one  belongs  to  it;  1  do  not -l^eloug  to  any  secret 
political  organization  myself. 

Question.  You  are  not  a  member  of  any  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  am  not,  I  never  have  been. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  an  organization  there  called  the  Union  League, 
or  Loyal  League  ? 

Auswei:  I  do  not  know  anything  of  either  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  All  you  know  of  the  Constitutional  Union  Guards  is  lounded  upon  the  tes- 
timony of  these  witnesses  in  the  cases  tried  befoi'e  Judge  Thomas  ? 

Answer.  Tliat  is  all  I  know  of  it. 

Question.  How  about  the  peace  and  order  of  your  community  ;  are  the  people  down 
there  pretty  quiet  and  civil  toward  each  other  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  tolerably  quiet  now. 

Question.  Peaceable  and  good  neighbors? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  political  excitement  there. 

Question.  Is  there  security  for  person  and  property  in  your  midst,  in  your  community  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  say  that  there  was  not ;  I  think  there  is,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  anything  to  the  contrary? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  1  have  not. 

Question.  Does  that  extend  to  people  of  all  classes  and  of  both  races?  Do  all  have 
their  rights  before  the  law  ?    Is  that  your  impression? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


NORTH    CAROLINA.  399 

Qitefition.  Did  you  ever  hear  down  in  that  country  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Tom 
Willeford? 

Answo:  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  a  bench  warrant  for  his  arrest  now. 

Question.  Tell  us  about  him. 

Answer.  He  is  one  of  these  parties. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  him  ? 

jl  nsiva:  'Never  since  I  had  a  bench  warrant  for  him  from  Judge  Thomas,  and  a  capias. 

Question.  What  is  he  charged  with  ? 

Ans^cei:  With  conspiracy  against  the  government  of  North  Carolina;  with  breaking 
open  the.  jail  and  releasing  these  two  prisoners. 

Question.  Was  he  concerned  in  that  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  one  of  the  twentj'-five  or  thirty  that  these  witnesses  gave  the 
names  of  as  belonging  to  this  organization. 

Question.  What  was  Willeford's  character  down  there? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  him. 

Question.  Do  j-ou  know  his  character  for  good  citizenship  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  his  character  for  truth  and  veracity  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  whether  he  was  a  reputable  or  a  disreputable  person? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  him ;  I  merely  knew  him  when  I  saw  him. 

Question.  What  was  his  occui>ation? 

Ansxvcr.  Well,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Had  he  any  known  trade  or  calling  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  has  become  of  him  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  the  last  I  heard  of  him  he  was  in  Cabarras  County.  I  sent  the  bench 
warrant  there  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  by  order  of  Judge  Thomas,  and  the  sheriff 
■  arrested  him  and  carried  him  before  Judge  Mitchell,  I  think;  but  the  judge  released 
him  for  want  ef  evidence,  so  the  sheriff  wrote  me. 

Question.  Has  there  been  much  horse  stealing  at  any  time  in  your  county? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  horse  stealing  about  there 5  but  that 
was  two  or  three  years  ago. 

Question.  Who  were  concerned  in  that  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  any  persons  who  were  concerned  in  it  ? 

A  nswer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  It  was  before  the  commencement  of  your  term  of  office  ? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir;  there  are  some  cases  now  on  tlio  docket  against  parties  accused  of  it. 

Question.  Was  Willeford  one  of  them  ? 


Answer.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of. 


Washington,  D.  C,  Fehruary  23,  1871. 


John  Kerr  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Rice,  (acting  chairman:) 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  In  Caswell  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  How  loug  have  you  resided  there? 

Ansu-er.  I  shall  have  resided  in  that  county  thirty-nine  years  on  the  4th  of  April  next. 

Question.  Is  there  any  secret  political  order  in  that  county  that  you  know  of? 

Answer.  There  is  but  one  that  I  have  any  knowledge  of,  and  that  is  called  the  Loyal 
League,  I  think. 

Question.  Do  you  belong  to  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  Indeed,  I  do  not,  nor  to  any  other  political  secret  society  on  earth.  On  the 
contrary,  I  am  opposed  to  them  all. 

Question.  Then  all  you  know  about  it  is  from  hearsay  ? 

Answer.  In  regard  to  the  existence  of  the  Loyal  League?  Oh,  I  have  seen  them  on 
public  parade.    I  have  only  such  information  as  is  general  beside  that. 

Question.  You  know  nothing  about  the  secret  organization  of  it  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  outrageous  acts  of  violence  conmiittedin  that  county? 

Answer.  To  my  knowledge  there  has  been  one.  I  suppose  it  has  now  become  noto- 
rious. A  man  by  the  name  of  John  W.  Stevens  was  put  to  death  in  that  county,  by 
persons  to  me  unknown. 

Question.  Senator  Stevens  ?  . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  member  of  the  State  senate  from  that  county. 

Question.  That  occurred  at  the  court-house  at  a  political  meeting  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  while  a  political  meeting  was  going  on,  as  I  suppose  ;  it  was  on 
the  day  it  was  held. 
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Queslion  That  is  the  only  occurrence,  of  a  violent  character,  that  yon  know  of  in 
that  county  ? 

Ansicer.  That  is  the  only  one  I  know  of.     I  have  heard  of  some  others. 

Question.  Of  what  nature  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  of  one  other  person  being  found  dead.  I  heard,  I  think  certainly  of 
one,  and  probably  of  more  than  one  instance,  of  whipping. 

Question.  \Vhat  were  alleged  to  be  the  causes  of  these  acts  of  violence  ? 

Answei:  So  far  as  the  man  that  was  found  dead  was  concerned,  I  never  could  learn 
any  cause  for  it ;  never  heard  anybody  suggested  as  the  slayer. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  cause  for  Mr.  Stevens's  death  ? 

Anmrcr.  I  have  heard  a  great  many  conjectures  in  regard  to  his  death.  On  one  hand 
it  is  conjectured  that  he  was  slain  by  has  political  enemies ;  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
asserted  with  equal  confidence,  that  he  was  slain  by  his  political  fiiends,  for  political 
eifect. 

Question.  Made  a  sacrifice  of  for  political  effect  ? 

Ansuer.  Yes,  sir  ;  both  of  these  things  are  alleged. 

Question.  Which  is  generally  believed  ? 

Ansuer.  Tliat  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Which  do  you  believe  ? 

Answer.  If  it  is  proper,  I  will  say  without  hesitation,  that  I  conscientiously  believe 
him  to  have  been  put  to  death  by  his  own  friends.  That  is  my  opinion,  founded  ou 
the  evidence  such  as  came  to  my  mind.  I  believe  his  death  was  the  result  of  party 
ai'rangement. 

Question.  With  or  without  his  consent  ? 

Answer.  O,  of  course  he  knew  nothing  of  it. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  but  he  was  willing  to  be  sacrificed  for  the  good  of  his 
party  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  but  I  would,  of  course,  presume  not. 

Question.  He  was  not  as  patriotic  as  his  friends  were  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  however,  he  may  have  been  equally  so. 

Question.  What  Avas  said  to  be  the  cause  of  these  whippings  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  cause  being  assigned  for  one  of  the  cases  to  which  I  referred. 
Yes  I  do,  too ;  it  Avas  alleged  in  the  case  of  two  colored  persons,  who  sued  out  AvaiTants — 
one  by  the  name  of  Woituick,  and  the  other's  name  I  forget — that  they  were  whipped 
for  stealing  ;  for  acts  of  theft  in  the  neighborhood.  The  Avay  I  became  familiar  with 
it  was,  I  was  retained  to  defend  those  who  did  the  whipping.  They  were  bound  over 
by  Judge  Tourgee. 
"  Queslion.  Is  th<!re  any  organization  there  in  the  nature  of  a  vigilance  committee  ? 

.liiswcr.  Xoiic  that  I  kiii>w  of 

Question.  Is  there  any  trouble  in  executing  the  law  against  those  who  coijimit  theft  ? 

Ansirer.  None  in  the  Avorld. 

Question.  No  occasion,  then,  to  require  any  acts  of  violence  to  put  down  these  things  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir.  Another  case  of  wliipping  was  that  of  a  white  man  by  the  name  of 
Jones.  I  never  was  able  to  ascertain  what  was  the  particular  cause  assigned  for  that. 
He  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Stevens.  Stevens  was  accused  of  being  the  author  of  a 
great  many  acts  of  barn-burning  in  the  county  about  that  time,  and  my  impression  is, 
though  I  cannot  and  do  not  say  that  it  is  correct,  it  was  generally  said  that  Jones  was 
whipped  on  account  of  his  intimate  connection  with  Stevens.  That  is  the  only  im- 
pression I  have  about  it.  Whether  he  was  whipped  or  not  I  do  not  know.  I  have 
heard  some  doubt  expressed  about  that. 

Question.  Hoav  many  barns  have  been  burned  in  the  county? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  have  heard  of  the  burning  of  some  barns  and  other  build- 
ings; a  number  of  buildings  in  my  own  town  of  Yancey ville  have  been  burned. 

Question.  How  many  that  yoii  know  of? 

Answer.  There  was  a  sort*  of  block  of  buildings,  consisting  of  three  tenements,  and 
then  another  tenement  adjoining — you  might  count  it  as  four  or  two  houses.  It  was 
a  sort  of  block,  not  such  as  you  have  in  this  city,  but  a  pretty  large  building,  with  a 
store  in  one  end,  and  then  in  the  other  end  was  a  wooden  building,  used  as,  Avhat  some 
Avonld  call  a  grog-shop,  and  others  a  restaurant. 

Question.  By  whom  were  they  supposed  to  be  burned  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anybody  particularly  charged  with  it.  It  was  supposed  to 
have  been  done  at  the  instigation  of  a  certain  class  of  men,  at  the  head  of  whom  that 
man  Stevens  was  supposed  to  stand. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  By  the  negroes  of  the  Loyal  Leagues? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say  that  tlie  general  impression  is  that  it  was  done  at  their  insti- 
gation ;  I  do  not  know  that  that  is  general ;  I  do  not  think  it  is ;  it  may  be  the  im- 
pression of  two,  three  or  four;  I  have  no  right  to  say  there  is  such  a  general  impres- 
sion as  that.  I  think  it  was  attributed  to  diflerent  individuals,  and  that  ditVereut  mo- 
tives were  assigned  for  it. 
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By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  But  the  barn-burnings  generally  were  attributed  to  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Undoubtedly,  and  upon  the  instigation  of  Stevens.  I  will  state  upon  what 
that  impression  is  founded,  if  it  be  jiroper. 

Question.  You  may  state  it. 

Ansu-er.  It  was  said  in  the  county — I  heard  it  myself,  audbclieved.it,  from  the  source 
from  which  I  derived  it — that  after  he  returned  from  Raleigh,  whence  he  had  gone  to 
attend  a  meeting  of  his  party,  he  fell  in  with  a  man  of  our  county  Avho  was  returning 
from  market  with  his  wagon,  and  that  he  was  a  little  misled  by  this  individual  pro- 
fessing to  luivc  undergone  an  entire  change  of  political  feeling,  and  professing  to  be 
altogether  in  sympathy  with  Stevens  and  his  politics.  This  man  inquired  what  had. 
been  done,  and  Stevens  told  him  the  policy  was  to  begin  to  burn  ;  that  the  Ku-Klux 
had  to  be  put  down,  or  words  to  that  eftect.  The  individual  to  whom  he  Avas  thus  dis- 
closing his  plan  remarked  to  him  that  in  the  carrying  out  cf  such  a  scheme  as  that, 
they  might  be  mistaken,  and  might  burn  the  property  of  some  who  were  not  Ku-Klux. 
He  said  that  it  made  no  dift'erence  ;  that  the  jiolicy  was  to  burn  the  property  of  the 
very  best  men  iu  the  county.  That  is  a  statement  I  have  heard  very  often.  At  all 
events,  that  statement  was  made  a  very  short  time  after  Stevens  returned,  and  not  long- 
after  that  these  burnings  began,  and,  singularly  enough,  the  destruction  began  upon 
the  property  of  the  most  excellent  and  irreproachable  men  in  the  county  ;  men  not  es- 
pecially odious  on  account  of  their  politics  ;  men  of  mild  and  temperate  habits,  (tem- 
perate, I  mean,  in  everything;)  men  of  moderate  and  kind  dispositions,  never  addicted 
to  violence  of  any  sort,  or  asperity.  I  can  mention  the  names  of  Mr.  Hinton  and  Gen- 
eral Lee,  mild  and  amiable  gentlemen,  not  knoAvn  to  be  at  all  obnoxious  to  any  party. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  from  what  this  gentleman  said,  that  Stevens  told  him 
that  these  burnings  were  to  take  place  in  retaliation  for  the  acts  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  that  was  it.  I  do  not  know  that  any  such  language  was 
used. 

Question.  That  is  the  idea  ? 

A  nswer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Question.  What  is  your  belief  as  to  whether  there  has  been  any  such  order  known  as 
Ku-Klux  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea,  and  I  do  not  believe,  there  is  any  such  organization  in  the 
county.  If  there  has  ever  been  any  Ku-Klux  in  the  county,  I  think  it  must  have  come 
from  a  distance.  I  have  a  very  coniident  belief  that  there  is  no  such  organization  iu 
the  county. 

Question.  Were  those  whippings  done  by  men  that  were  masked  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  heard  that  spoken  of  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Jones, 
but  I  think  they  were  masked  in  the  case  of  the  colored  men.  Upon  reflection,  how- 
ever, I  think  they  were  said  to  be  disguised  in  both  cases. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  men  engaged,  or  supposed  to  be  engaged,  in  these  whip- 
pings ever  arrested  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  there  were  men  arrested  in  the  case  of  the  colored  men,  but  no- 
body was  ever  arrested,  that  I  know  of,  in  the  case  of  Jones,  and  nobody  ever  accused. 

Question.  Nobody  was  ever  arrested  in  the  case  of  Stevens  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  many  were  arrested. 

Question.  Nobody  ever  convicted ? 

Answer.  Nobody  ever  convicted.  I  suppose  I  was  arrested  for  the  miTrder  of  Stevens, 
and  twenty  others  of  the  best  men  of  the  countj',  excluding  myself. 

Question.  Under  the  civil  law,  I  mean. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  uobodj'  arrested  under  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  have  been  any  disturbances,  acts  of  violence, 
or  outrages,  in  the  adjoining  counties  to  where  you  lived  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any.     I  have  heard  of  them  as  everybody  else  has. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Did  you,  at  anv  time,  represent  your  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  Thirty-third  Congress  ;  and  I  lost  my  seat  by  opposition  to 
secret,  oath-bonnd  societies.  I  was  tendered  a  reelection  on  that  condition  alone — not 
that  I  would  join  it,  but  simply  that  I  would  denounce  it. 

Question.  That  was  the  Know-nothing  organization  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  your  oj)position  to  secret  i)olitical  societies  always  constantly  and  con- 
scientiously existed  ? 

Answer.  Always,  and  has  been  openly  proclaimed.  I  specifically  denounced  the  Ku- 
Klux  and  the  Loyal  League  both,  again  and  again. 

Question.  You  liave  been  practicing  law  for  how  long  ? 

Answer.  Thirty-nine  years.  For  twelve  months  duriug  the  war  I  was  on  the  bench 
by  executive  appointment. 

26 
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Quesiioii.  At  this  time  what  is  the  social  condition  of  yonr  couuty  as  to  the  security 
of  person  and  xiroperty  of  all  the  inhabitants  ? 

Atmvcr.  With  the  exception  of  the  apprehension  we  sometimes  feel  in  regai-d  to  the 
barn-burnings  which  were  threatened,  I  never  knew  Caswell  County  to  be  in  a  better 
condition  in  my  life. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  all  men,  without  respect  to  race  or  condition  of  life, 
have  their  rights  secured  to  them  by  the  laws  of  your  State  ? 

Answer.  I  do  so,  beyond  all  doubt. 

QuesfioH.  Is  there  any  combination  known  to  you  to  resist  the  laws  of  the  State  or  of 
the  United  States  i 

Answer.  Undoubtedly  not. 

Question.  Do  you  believe,  from  the  temper  of  your  people,  that  such  an  organization 
could  be  created  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Were  you  arrested  by  Colonel  Kirk? 

Ansiver.  I  was,  by  one  of  his  subordinates. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Ansiver.  By  a  man  by  the  name  of  Yates,  who  called  himself  a  m.ajor  under  Kirk. 

Question.  Describe  your  arrest. 

Answer.  There  was  a  meeting  appointed  on  the  18th  of  July,  I  think,  1870,  for  the  can- 
didates for  Congress  for  the  district  in  which  I  reside  to  address  the  people,  at  Yancey- 
ville.  These  gentlemen  had  arrived,  one  of  them  the  evening  before,  I  think,  and  the 
other  jiretty  early  in  the  morning.  A  large  number  of  people  of  Caswell  County  came 
to  hear  the  discussion.  Shortly  before  1  o'clock  it  was  announced  that  a  military  force 
under  Kirk  and  Bergen  were  approaching.  About  1  o'clock  they  reached  the  village, 
the  force  numbering,  I  suppose,  about  three  hundred,  with  their  banners  Hying.  The 
meeting  had  assembled,  and  the  addresses  were  about  to  begin,  or  had  begun.  I  had 
not  yet  gone  to  the  court-house.  I  went  out  and  Ibuud  the  court-house  surrounded. 
After  a  little  while  I  returned  to  my  chamber,  and  was  sitting  there,  wiicn  a  man, 
dressed  in  a  military  coat,  and  a  sword  in  his  hand,  came  in  and  asked  me  if  my  name 
■vwas  John  Kerr.  I  said  it  was.  He  said  lie  cauu;  to  arrest  me.  I  asked  him  for  what 
purpose.  He  said  by  the  authority  of  General  Grant  and  (vovernor  Holden.  I  went 
out  with  him.  At  the  door  I  met  another  military  man  with  a  gun  in  his  hand.  I  was 
taken  to  the  court-house  and  put  in  it,  with  others  that  1  found  hail  been  arrested  be- 
fore me.  I  was  kept  in  close  conlinemeut  about  three  weeks.  Afterwards  I  was  pa- 
roled, and  had  to  return  every  morning.  My  term  of  inii>risoument  was  about  live 
weeks.  I  I'reciuently  inquired  what  the  charge  was  against  me,  and  wast(ddby  Colonel 
Kirk  that  lie  knew  of  none,  but  that  he  arrested  me  merely  because  he  was  ordered  to 
do  so.  He  remarked  that  there  were  others  arrested  against  whom  there  were  charges, 
and  he  mentioned  the  names  of  some. 

Question.  From  whom  were  his  orders  derived  ? 

Answer.  He  said  he  was  instructed  to  arrest  me  at  the  instance  of  Governor  Holden. 
I  went  to  Raleigh,  after  the  issuing  of  the  writs  of  liabeas  corpus,  by  Judge  Brooks, 
and  was  there  discharged.     1  never  heard  of  any  accusation  against  me. 

Question.  You  were  discharged  by  Judge  Brooks  ? 

Ansiver.  By  Judge  Dick,  and  very  strangely,  Judge  Pearson  having  issued  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  in  my  behalf  and  that  of  others. 

Question.  What  became  of  them? 

Answer,  (uivernor  Holden  refused  to  obey  the  writ  and  Judge  Brooks  said  the  func- 
tions of  his  ollice  were  exhausted.  After  that,  however,  he  required  Colonel  Kirk  to 
return  these  writs.  Governor  Holden  having  addressed  a  letter  to  him  that  he  was  then 
willing  to  obey  the  writs.  We  were  carried  before  Judge  Pearson,  our  counsel, 
however,  i>rotestiiig  against  it,  and  without  any  evidence  against  me  whatever,  that 
I  have  ever  heard,  "but  upon  an  affidavit  which  I  happened  to  hear  rend  in  court,  the 
substance  of  which  was  this:  "  George  W.  Kirk  inakcth  oath  and  saith  that  he  is  in- 
formed and  believes  that  John  W.  Stevens  was  murdered  in  the  county  of  Caswell,  on 
a  certain  day,  and  believes  that  John  Kerr  and  others  were  accessaries  thereof,  before 
or  after  the  lact."  That  Avas  the  bench  warrant  upon  which  Judg<^  Pearson  liad  us 
arrested.  My  counsel  objected  to  the  warrant  on  tlu;  ground  of  insutliciency,  even 
at  the  common  law,  and  especially  on  the  ground  of  its  insutliciency  under  our  statute. 
It  was,  however,  adjudged  to  be  sntlicient.  A  great  deal  of  investigation  was  had, 
but  so  far  as  I  was  concerned  there  was  no  testimony  otfered  against  me,  and  I  was  lis- 
charged  as  soon  as  I  was  brought  before  the  judge;  not  discharged  however  by  Judge 
Pearson  himself,  but  it  bore  the  signature  of  his  associate,  Judge  Dick.  I  never  heard 
of  any  charges  against  me  exceilt  two,  one  that  Senator  Pool  has  assigned  as  the  cause  of 
my  arrest,  iuid  one  that  Governor  Holden  assigned,  as  I  have  heard  through  a  gentle- 
man of  high  character.     I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  proper  to  state  it  or  not. 

Question.  No  objection  if  it  tends  to  throw  any  light. 

Answer.  I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman  of  distinction  in  my  State,  General  Scales, 
that  he  met  Mr.  I'ool  duriug'the  last  summer  in  Norfolk,  Virginia.    It  was  "w  hile  I  was 
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iu  prison.  General  Scales  spoke  to  Mr.  Pool  abont  this  matter,  and  said  :  "  Can  yon 
suppose  for  one  moment  that  Judge  Kerr  has  any  complicity  iu  the  murder  of  Stevens  f ' 
"  Certainly  I  do  not,"  said  Mr.  Pool,  "  any  more  than  yon  or  I  have."  He  then  inquired, 
"  Do  you  suppose  he  has  anything-  to  do  v;itl\  the  Ku-Klux  ?"  "  No,"  said  Mv.  Pool,  "  I 
do  not  believe  tliat  even."  "  Well,  then,"  said  General  Scales,  "  what  on  eartli  was  he 
arrested  for  ?"  The  reply  was,  "  Judge  Kerr  is  an  imprudent  man ;  he  made  a  speech  at 
Oxford  for  which  he  was  arrested."  Now  I  made  no  speech  at  Oxford,  but  I  did  make 
one  at  Roxboro,  in  the  adjoining  county,  iu  the  spring,  and  it  was  that  to  which  I 
suppose  he  referred. 

Qticstion.  A  public  speech  ? 
Answer.  A  iniblic  speech. 

Question.  Did  you  at  any  time  in  any  public  speech  palliate  or  attempt  to  excuse  the 
actious  of  the  Ku-Klux,  or  any  organization  of  that  kind  ? 

Answer.  In  that  speech,  which  I  addressed  to  my  old  constituency,  I  said  in  substance 
this :  "  So  far  as  these  Ku-Klux  are  concerned  I  suppose  of  all  men  in  the  world  I  am 
most  strongly  committed  against  it,  and  against  every  other  secret,  oath-bound,  politi- 
cal association.  You  know  that  well  enough."  I  then  remarked  that  one  great  objec- 
tion to  these  Ku-Klux  I  heard  urged  was  that  nobody  could  know  who  they  were.  I 
then  made  some  playful  remarks  which  I  suppose  were  the  offensive  remarks.  After 
denouncing  all  such  societies  and  speaking  of  their  dangerous  tendency,  I  said,  "I  have 
observed  oue  thiugin  regard  to  the  Ku-Klux,  that  whenever  a  man  behaves  himself  as 
he  ought  to  do,  if  he  is  a  married  man  and  is  found  remaining  at  home  with  his  own 
wife  instead  of  going  off  and  cohabiting  with  some  colored  woman,  or  if  he  is  not  found 
interfering  with  his  neighbor's  pig-pen  or  hen-roost,  he  has  no  very  great  apprehension 
of  the  Ku-Klux.  But  when  a  man  is  discovered  to  be  addicted  to  these  vices  to  which 
I  have  referred,  forthwith  he  becomes  desperately  alarmed  for  the  liberties  of  his  coim- 
try  on  account  of  the  Ku-Klux." 

Question.  Your  remark  w^as  not  made  to  encourage  or  palliate  them,  but  to  speak  of 
the  other  evils  of  society  which  the  Ku-Klux  were  alleged  to  be  organized  to  prevent  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  iirompted  to  make  that  remark  more  from  a  conversation  I 
had  had  that  moi'uiug  with  a  colored  man  who  waited  on  me.  He  said  that  some  dis- 
guised iJeople  had  come  to  his'house  some  few  nights  before  and  asked  him,  among  other 
things,  if  he  was  a  Loyal  League  man,  or  some  question  of  that  sort,  and  told  him  he 
need  not  be  alarmed,  or  asked  him  if  he  was  scared.  The  colored  man  said  no,  he  hoiked 
be  had  no  cause  for  being  scared.  Then  the  colored  man  remarked  to  me  :  "  I  find  one 
thiug,  that  anybody  who  behaves  himself  need  not  be  afraid  of  the  Ku-Klux." 

Question.  It  is  very  proper  to  state  this  fact,  but  my  question  is  more  direct.  Did  you 
ever  know  of  prominent,  influential  men,  acting  with  the  conservative  party,  who  pub- 
licly or  privately  encouraged  or  palliated  the  outrages  against  law  committed  bv  the 
Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Never,  never. 

Question.  Were  or  were  not  such  societies  denounced  in  public  speeches  and  private 
conversations  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Was  not  that  the  rule? 
Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  Was  it  not  the  invariable  rule? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  When  you  were  arrested  what  was  the  conduct  and  demeanor  of  Colonel 
Kirk  to  his  prisoners,  and  his  treatment  of  yourself? 

Answer.  I  am  glad  you  have  asked  that  qxiestion  ;  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  do 
justice  to  him.  So  far  as  I  was  personally  concerned  he  was  respectful,  except  when 
yielding  to  the  impulse  of  passion,  to  which  he  is  very  much  addicted.  He  would  run 
into  the  room  occasionally  and  cui'se  all  hands  and  offer  a  general  insult  to  all  iu  the 
room,  charging  all  of  us  with  either  having  killed  Stevens  or  knowing  of  it.  But 
whenever  he  had  any  direct  intercourse  with  me  he  was  respectful.  He  told  me  again 
and  again  that  he  treated  me  with  a  degree  of  resx^ect  and  leniency  that  was  not  justi- 
fied by  his  orders. 

Question.  The  orders  of  Governor  Holden  ? 

Answer.  His  language  was,  "  not  justified  by  my  orders."  I  will  do  him  the  justice 
to  say  that  on  oue  occasion  he  came  into  the  room,  took  a  seat,  and  beckoned  me  to 
come  to  him.  Then  he  made  this  remark  to  me  :  "  I  have  been  greatly  misunder- 
stood and  misrepresented.  You  have  always  heard  me  spoken  of  as  a  very  bad  man. 
I  have  been  slandered.  Now  I  know  how  to  sympathize  with  you.  I  know  something 
of  yoiu- condition.  I  am  myself  a  married  man — have  a  wife  and  three  children."  It  is 
necessary  to  explain  here  that  my  famil^^  were  peculiarly  situated.  I  have  a  grown 
daughter  who  is  afflicted  with  disease  ;  my  wife  was  not  very  well,  and  I  have  several 
small  children  ;  consequently  my  solicitude  for  my  family  was  great.  Colonel  Kirk 
spoke  to  me  very  kindly,  aud  told  me  to  go  home.  I  did  go  home  and  dine,  and  instead 
of  sending  a  guard  of  privates  with  me  as  he  did  with  the  other  prisoners  for  the  mos 
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part,  I  was  never  iinder  any  such  charge,  but  officers  went  -with  mo  to  my  honse, 
Avhich  was  just  across  the  public  square  in  full  view  of  the  court-house.  An  officer 
always  walked  with  me,  and  no  guns  were  paraded  over  me  as  was  done  with  the 
rest. '  Being  treated  with  that  sort  of  kindness,  I  could  uot  help  being  impressed  with 
it.  Colonel  Kirk  said  he  hoped  if  I  ever  was  called  upon  to  speak  of  him  in  connec- 
tion with  this  transaction  I  would  do  him  justice,  and  I  told  him  I  surely  would  do  so. 
I  have  always  taken  great  pleasure  in  acquitting  him  of  any  unnecessary  rudeness  to 
me.  I  disax»proved  altogether  of  his  violent  cursing,  denouncing,  and  damning  every- 
body in  the  room. 

Quesiiou.  Do  you  remember  his  apprehension  of  some  attack  upon  his  forces,  and  his 
threats  to  the  i)risoners  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  came  up  and  said  he  had  reason  to  believe  he  was  to  be  assailed 
by  forces  coming  from  Danville,  I  think,  and  he  said  a  good  many  things  in  that  con- 
nection. He  said,  in  substance,  that  if  an  attack  was  made  on  him,  the  first  thing  done 
vrould  be  to  shoot  down  the  prisoners.  I  protested  against  any  such  barbarism  as 
that,  and  others  protested.  He  said  he  should  do  it,  and  my  impression  is,  (I  have 
thought  a  good  deal  about  it,  and  endeavored  as  far  as  possible  to  recollect  the  very 
laugimge,)  that  he  said  if  any  such  attempt  was  made  he  was  instructed  to  shoot  them 
down.  At  all  events  he  said  first  of  all  he  would  do  it,  and  finally  ho  said  he  Avould 
not  only  shoot  down  all  the  prisoners,  but  he  would  murder  every  man,  woman,  and 
child,  and  fire  the  town. 

Question.  He  said  it  with  excitement  and  anger  ? 

Jnsiccr.  Yes,  sir;  with  a  great  deal  of  excitement  and  anger.  I  protested,  and  Mr. 
Hill,  a  fellow-prisoner,  said  something  to  him  about  the  usages  of  war,  remarking, 
"  Here  are  prisonei's  in  your  charge  ;  if  you  choose  to  be  guilty  of  such  an  outrage,  do 
it.  We  have  no  mean's  of  helping  ourselves ;  shoot  us."  That  or  something  else 
softened  him,  for  just  after  that  reinark  he  turned  around  and  said  :  "  I  will  tell  you 
all  one  thing:  if  this  attack  is  nuule,  and  you  will  obey  my  orders  strictly,  do  just 
what  I  tell  you,  I  will  take  care  of  you  if  I  can."  Then  he  said  it  would  be  hard  for 
him  to  control  his  forces.  I  told  him  we  should  have  nothing  to  do  but  obey.  He 
said  he  would  take  care  of  us  if  he  could,  if  we  would  obey  him,  which  wo  promised 
to  do. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Dr.  Roan  of  your  village  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  his  age? 

Answer.  I  think  he  is  in  his  sixty-ninth  year. 

Question.  AVas  he  one  of  the  men  imiirisoned  ? 

Ansive)\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  charge  against  him  of  complicity  with  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  Never  ;  ho  was  told  by  Colonel  Kirk,  in  my  presence,  that  there  was  none. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  his  getting  sick  while  in  prison  ? 

Answer.  That  was  his  son ;  he  himself  was  sick  too,  but  his  son,  who  was  also  arrested, 
was  dangerously  ill. 

Question.  Was  not  the  son  a  physician  also? 

Answer.  He  had  a  son  Avho  was  a  physician. 

Question.  Was  uot  young  Roan  comiielled  by  Kirk  to  act  as  surgeon  and  physician  for 
the  prisoners  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  was  compelled. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Avhether  he  did,  as  doctor,  attend  to  tho  prisoners  ? 

Ansirer.  I  tliink  ho  did  to  some  of  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  old  gentleman  was  threatened  with  typhus  fever  ? 

Ansiver.  The  yoiuig  man,  Robert,  was ;  uot  the  young  doctor  ;  ho  was  not  a  prisoner. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  his  infonning  Kirk  of  the  dangerous  condition  of  his 
brother,  and  his  wanting  to  have  him  removed  under  guard,  and.  Kirk  refusing  to  al- 
low it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  hoard  about  it  at  the  time.  Old  Dr.  Roan,  who  resides  at  a  con- 
venient distance  from  the  court-house,  told  Kirk  that  his  son  was  in  a  dangerous  condi- 
tion ;  young  Dr.  Roan  likewise  stated  that  he  was  in  a  critical  condition,  and  asked 
that  ho  niig'ht  l)e  sent  down  to  his  father's  residence  under  guard.  They  just  wanted 
to  got  him  in  a  chamlier  where  he  could  have  proper  care  and  better  attention.  Kirk 
swore  he  would  not  do  it ;  said  he  might  stay  there  and  die ;  he  didn't  care.  I  heard  it, 
and  I  think  that  was  the  language. 

Question.  Was  his  language  to  the  prisoners  constantly  of  that  violent  character  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  thiuk  it  was  constantly  ;  it  was  very  often  violent.  Ho  is  a  man  of 
exceedingly  irritable  temper — exceedingly  violent  when  irritated. 

^j)«CT<w;(.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  cruelties  iieiijetrated  on  his  prisoners  by 
hanging  them  up  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  heard  from  Mr.  Wiley,  in  my  county,  a  statement  of  how  he  was 
treated.    It  was  a  gross  outrage. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  hiui  ? 
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Ansvcer.  He  was  ari'estecl  ou  tlie  day  I  Avas,  at  his  farm,  about  niue  miles  distaut  Ixom 
the  town.  This  man  Bergen  found  him  in  the  field  at  the  plow  and  arrested  him.  He 
asked  to  be  allowed  to  go  to  his  house  and  put  on  some  clean  clothes.  That  was  refused, 
and  they  undertook  to  force  hi'm  ;  Mr.  Wiley  is  a  very  mild  man  except  when  excited, 
and  Avheu  they  undertook  to  force  him  he  resisted.  They  knocked  him  down  with  a  fence 
rail,  and  then  took  him  and  tied  him  on  his  horse.  Then  with  a  hickory  whip  they 
would  give  the  horse  one  lick  and  himself  one,  giving  them  alternate  strokes  for  several 
miles.  He  is  sulyect  to  iialpitation  of  the  heart,  and  it  came  very  near  killing  him. 
When  they  reached  the  court-house  he  complained  of  palpitation,  and  wanted  to  sit 
down.  They  would  not  allow  him  to  do  so,  but  carried  him  into  the  room.  A  Jihysi- 
cian  ]iad  to  be  sent  for  promptly.  He  was  very  rudely  and  cruelly  treated  ;  they  con- 
fined him  there  alone,  and  ottered  him  various  indignities  ;  I  know  nothing  of  these 
things  except  what  I  have  heard. 

Question.  In  practicing  law  have  yon  had  occasion  to  observe  the  character  of  jury 
trials  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  in  the  surrounding  counties. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  any  man  can  have  a  fair  trial  ordinarily  in  a  civil  or 
criminal  case  before  a  jury? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  ordinarily. 

Question.  Is  there  not  an  opportunity  under  your  State  laws  for  the  solicitor  or  pros- 
ecuting attorney  in  criminal  cases  to  move  a  trial  from  one  county  to  another  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  has  been  the  law  ever  since  I  have  been  at  the  bar :  either 
party  can  do  it  upon  proper  affidavit. 

Question.  Can  it  not  be  done  by  motion  merely  ? 

Answer.  By  a  recent  act  of  the  legislature  it  can  be  done  by  a  simple  ihotion. 

Q^uestion.  Can  it  go  all  over  the  State  until  a  county  is  reached  where  a  fair  trial  can 
be  had  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Heretofore  it  could  only  be  moved  to  an  adjoining  county,  but 
Under  the  new  statute  the  solicitor  can  have  it  removed  to  any  county  where  he<leems 
the  State  can  have  a  fair  trial.  That  is  my  understanding  of  the  new  statute,  but  I 
have  never  known  any  case  taken  under  it. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  the  laws  of  North  Carolina  offer  to-day  to  residents  in 
that  State  complete  protection  for  their  rights  of  person  and  property  ? 

Ansicer.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it  in  the  world.  We  have  had  persons  come  into  our 
country  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  Avho  express  themselves  very  much  pleased  ; 
one  just  from  New  York  shortly -before  I  left  home. 

Question.  The  feeling  is  kind  ? 

Answer.  O,  j'CS,  sir.  I  never  knew  a  more  kindly  demonstration  in  favor  of  it.  We 
liave  a  lady  whom  I  have  seen,  who,  as  she  said,  left  Pennsylvania  on  account  of  cer- 
tain disturbances  there,  and  sought  peace  and  quiet  in  Caswell  County.  I  was  struck 
with  that.  The  general  feeling  is  one  of  kindness  toward  new  comers,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  there  is  no  portion  of  the  whole  country  where,  to  a  well- 
disposed  man  who  comes  for  the  purpose  of  merely  seeking  his  own  honest  fortune, 
there  will  be  more  of  genuine  hospitality  and  cordial  welcome  than  in  the  county  of 
Caswell  and  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  generally.  Indeed  it  is  the  desire,  as  I 
think  I  am  fully  justified  in  saying,  that  immigration  should  flow  into  the  State — the 
right  sort  of  men — men  of  industry  and  enterprise.  We  care  not  for  their  politics,  pro- 
vided they  do  not  seek  to  array  classes  and  disturb  society. 

Question.  Have  there  been  among  you  a  number  of  men  from  the  North  who  have 
come  there  and  sought  to  array  classes  against  each  other  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  we  think  so — that  we  have  men  of  that  sort  from  the  Northern  or  North- 
western country. 

Question.  With  what  class  do  they  seek  to  ally  themselves  politically  ? 

Ansu-er.  The  colored  people. 

Question.  Seek  to  stir  them  uj)  against  the  whites  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  that  been  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  any  ill-feeling? 

Answer.  I  think  that  has  been  the  principal  cause. 

Question.  Was  there  any  feeling  of  discontent  and  insecurity  among  your  tax-paying 
poi>ulation  growing  out  of  the  course  of  Governor  Holden  and  his  party  in  connection 
with  the  administration  of  the  finances  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  certainly — very  great,  indeed.  Our  taxes  have  been  very  high, 
our  indebtedness  greatly  augmented,  and  our  revenues  squandered. 

Question.  Was  your  State  debt  largely  increased  after  the  war,  up  to  1868  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  what  extent  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  myself  participate  very  much  in  such  matters.  I 
am  very  much  occupied  in  my  profession. 

Qucsti4)n.  In  what  way  Avere  the  resources  of  the  State  squandered  ? 
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Ansiver.  Indeed,  I  could  not  say,  except  as  to  the  general  impression.  Railroads  were 
projected  and  bonds  issued  which  were  fraudulently  used. 

Qitesiion.  Was  this  one  of  the  chief  subjects  uf)ou  which  the  late  canvass  was  carried 
ouf 

Ansice):  Yes,  sir.  The  frauds  of  Littlefield  and  Swepson  are  well  known — the  dispo- 
sition of  State  bonds  by  different  functionaries. 

Question.  Did  the  people  think  the  continuance  of  the  party  in  power  would  lead  to 
financial  ruin  f 

Aiisiccr.  That  is  the  general  impression,  I  think,  of  those  Avith  whom  I  cooperate  and 
of  the  intelligent  portion  of  the  j)eople  throughout  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  At  the  time  Mr.  Stevens  was  murdered,  what  was  the  character  of  the 
political  rneeting  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  a  meeting  of  the  democratic  <">r  conservative  party. 

Question.  You  say  there  has  never  been  any  other  sentiment  than  that  of  condemna- 
tion of  the  acts  of  the  Ku-Klux  among  tlie  leading  men  ? 

Anstver.  That  is  the  general  sentiment;  I  know  of  no  exception. 

Question.  Up  to  the  time  of  those  trials,  did  they  not  deuj'  the  existence  of  the  order 
— not  only  yourself,  but  others  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge ;  I  never  denied  it.  I  did  deny  the  existeuce  of  it  in 
Caswell  County,  and  still  deny  it.  I  never  doubted  the  existence  of  it  iu  the  State  ; 
but  I  do  not  believe  it  existed  in  Caswell. 

Question.  Do  you  jii'actice  iu  Alamance? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  your  impression  about  it  there? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  there  are  Ku-Klux  iu  that  county. 

Question.  Do  you  practice  in  Orange  and  Chatham  ? 

Answa:  No,  sir ;  I  practice  iu  Guilford,  Rockingham,  Caswell,  Person,  and  Alamance. 

Qvcfiion.  How  about  Rockingham  and  (Juilfordf 

Answer.  1  have  reason  to  belicAc  from  information  I  have  received,  and  do  helieve, 
that  there  is  some  Ku-Klux  organization  in  Guilford,  and  perhaps  in  Rockingham. 
I  have  very  little  doubt  as  to  Guilford  ;  but  as  to  Rockingham,  I  could  hardly  make 
up  an  opinion ;  I  know  very  little  about  it.  In  Person  County,  my  impression  has 
been  that  there  were  Ku-lvlux. 

Question.  From  yoiu-  inforumtiou  iu  regard  to  tho  order  iu  Alamance  County, "Aid 
leading  citizens  belong  to  it  ? 

Answer.  Some  very  respectable  citizens  of  Alamance  County  belonged  to  it,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Was  that  organization  composed,  as  far  as  you  have  information,  entirely 
of  members  of  tlu^  democratic  party? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  iu  that  regard.  I  do  not  know  how  that  may  be.  These 
respectable  citizens  to  whom  I  have  just  refeircd,  as  far  as  I  remeudjcr  t'lem  now,  arc 
all  of  that  party  ;  but  I  could  not  say  that  all  iu  that  county,  who  belonged  to  the  organi- 
zation there,  were  of  that  party.  You  ask  me  if  there  were  any  leading  I'espectable 
citizens  in  Alanumcc  County  that  belonged  to  the  order.  I  know  of  several  very  re- 
spectable, orderly,  well-behaved  gentlonu'u  in  Alamance  County,  who,  from  all  I  have 
heard,  I  have  no  cloubt  did  l)elong  to  the  order  ;  and  so  far  as  I  know,  without  exceji- 
tion,  they  were  members  of  the  democratic  jtarty. 

Question.  You  say  Northern  men  that  have  come  into  your  locality  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  arraying  one  class  against  another  f 

Ansiver.  I  did  not  use  that  phraseology.  I  said  Northern  mcu  had  done  it ;  not  had 
been  iu  the  habit  of  doing  it.  All  Northern  men  have  not  done  it.  Some  of  the  best 
men  we  have  in  our  country  are  Northcru  men. 

Question.  Have  they  don(i  it  any  further  than  the  simjile  organization  of  the  I'epub- 
lican  party,  in  trying  to  get  tlH^  colored  nu-n  all  to  act  with  that  party  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  have  gone  further  than  that. 

Question.  Will  you  name  any  Nortlu'ru  men  that  have  done  so  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Judge  Tourgee  has  gone  far  beyond  that  lino  of  conduct. 

Question.  Any  other  one  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  think  of  any  at  present.  He  is  in  my  own  inunediate  section.  I 
have  lieard  a  great  deal  about  dilferent  Northern  men,  but  when  1  am  under  oath  I 
dislike  to  speak  of  matters  I  have  merely  heard  of.  I  have  never  been  accustomed  to 
seo  such  evidence  allowed. 

Question.  In  political  controversies  are  there  not  a  great  many  charges  of  that  kind 
made  for  political  elfect  ? 

Answer.  That,  I  suppose,  everybody  knows  ;  that  is  tho  habit,  unfortunately,  of  par- 
tisans. But  I  would  like  to  state  what  I  heard  about  Judge  Tcnirgee.  He  is  believed 
to  be  the  author  of  a  letter  iVoui  rhila(l<'l|)hia — I  lu-ver  heard  it  doubted — in  which  ho 
stated  that  he  had  ))eeu  credibly  informed  by  a  respectable  Quaker  gentleuuiu  that  lif- 
tecu  colored  men  wei'e  found  and  dragged  out  of  a  mill-pond.    He  never  has  been  able 
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to  verify  tLat  statement.  He  wrote  the  letter,  aud  it  got  into  the  New  York  Tribune. 
I  regarded  it  as  exceedingly  mendacious;  as  exaggerating,  in  a  very  high  degree,  the 
state  of  crime  iu  his  circuit,  and  as  bearing  on  its  face  the  clear,  manifest  purpose  of 
merely  agitating  for  political  effect.    Hence  it  was  I  referred  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Qi(csti(»i.  It  was  forwarded  by  Senator  Abbott  to  the  New  York  Tribune,  and  a  diffi- 
culty occurred  as  to  vrhether  there  had  not  been  an  alteration  in  the  letter? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ""  - 

Question.  Did  not  Judge  Tourgee  state  that  it  was  altered  after  it  left  his  hands  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  contradiction  between  him  and  Governor  Holden  about 
it.  Ho  undertook  to  explain  it  by  saying  that  his  letter  or  his  figures  were  misunder- 
stood. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  In  the  political  campaign  has  there  not  been  some  attempt  to  array  the 
white  men  against  the  colored  men  in  North  Ciu'olina? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question.  No  attemjit  to  institute  any  system  by  which  they  were  required  by  their 
emploj'ers  to  vote  their  ticket  or  be  discharged  ? 

Answer.  If  there  has  been  any  such  eflort  as  that  made,  I  am  not  aware  of  it.  I 
would  like  to  state,  so  far  as  my  own  county  is  concerned — one  of  the  largest  slave- 
holding  counties  in  the  State  in  proportion  to  its  population — that  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  a  class  of  human  beings  on  this  earth  more  disposed  to  do  right  and  to  behave 
properly,  as  a  class,  than  the  colored  i^eople  of  Caswell  generally.  When  left  alone,  and 
not  acted  upon  by  white  men  of  evil  purposes,  they  are  kindly  disposed  ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  must  say  that,  as  a  general  rule,  they  have  be^n  very  kindly  and  gen- 
erously treated  by  the  whites — ay,  magnanimously  treated — when  we  come  to  view 
the  fact  that  thej'^  have  been  under  the  influence  of  these  bad  men,  as  I  conceive  them 
to  be.  They  have  been  led  to  vote  in  almost  solid  column  against  ns.  Notwithstanding 
that  they  have  been  generally  employed,  they  are  very  well  cared  for,  and  they  are 
treated  with  great  kindness.  Our  people  have  been  very  much  provoked  one  way  and 
another,  but  they  have  generally  never  been  otherwise  than  kind  toward  the  blacks ; 
aud  the  colored  people  are,  as  a  general  rule,  very  well  disposed.  A  great  many  of 
theui  are  very  poor — very  necessitous — and  a  great  deal  of  stealing  is  going  on  among 
them. 

By  Mr.  Bayaed  : 

Question.  You  consider,  then,  the  disposition  of  the  colored  population  of  your  county 
is  kindly  and  good  if  they  could  be  but  let  alone  by  those  men  who  are  seeking  to 
inflame  their  passions  against  the  white  people  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  In  the  course  of  your  xirofessional  duties  have  you  defended  the  colored 
people  and  acted  in  their  behalf  ? 

Answer.  O,  a  great  deal  in  my  life.     I  have,  myself,  a  great  regard  for  them. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  7,  1871. 

E.  G.  Reade  sworn  and  examined : 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Ansiver.  In  Person  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  What  position  do  you  occujiy  at  present : 

Answer.  I  am  associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  native  of  Is'^orth  Carolina. 

Question.  Will  you  proceed  and  state  to  the  committee  your  knowledge  of  the  state 
of  aftairs  in  North  Carolina,  as  aftecting  the  security  of  person  and  property  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  great  body  of  our  people  are  well  disposed  toward  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  toward  the  government  of  the  State,  and  the  obser- 
vance of  law  and  order. 

Question.  If  there  have  been  any  disturbances  of  the  public  j)eace,  any  violations  of 
the  rights  of  person  and  property  in  portions  of  the  state,  proceed  and  state  them,  and 
give  us  your  opinion  as  to  whether  they  have  been  redressed  or  can  be  redressed  by 
regular  proceedings  in  the  civil  courts  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  almost  all  the  disorders  common  to  society  may  be  redressed 
there  as  well  as  they  ever  could,  but  there  are  disorders  there  which  seem  to  be  be- 
yond the  power  of  the  civil  authorities. 

Question.  What  are  they  ? 

Ansicer.  There  is  an  organization  existing,  I  know,  to  some  extent,  and  as  I  under- 
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stand  to  a  considerable  extent,  in  the  State,  commonly  known  as  tlie*Ku-Klux  organ- 
ization, which  disturbs  portions  of  society,  and  makes  life  and  property  insecure. 

QueHiiou.  Proceed  and  give  us  in  detail  your  knowledge  of  the  organization  and  of 
its  operations. 

Anstver.  I  know  nothing  about  it,  except  what  is  known  to  the  xrablic,  outside  of 
my  own  county.  There  have  been  some  disturbances  committed  in  my  county  by  that 
organization,  and  I  have  myself,  as  a  peace  officer,  attempted  to  ferret  the  parties  out, 
but  have  been  unable  to  do  so.  Some  time  during  the  last  spring  depredations 
commenced  in  the  county.  They  consisted  in  breaking  open  houses,  taking  out  persons 
and  whipping  them  and  threatening  them.  The  persous  were  black  and  white  who 
were  thus  outraged.  There  were  not  a  great  many  instances,  probably  half  a  dozen 
or  more.  I  tried  to  have  some  one  make  complaint,  so  that  I  might  issue  a  warrant 
and  have  somebody  arrested  and  make  an  investigation  ;  but  there  was  a  sort  of  ter- 
ror prevailing  in  the  community,  and  no  orfe  would  make  the  necessary  affidavits ; 
therefore  I  issued  no  process.  But  later  in  the  year,  probablj-  in  September  or  Octo- 
ber, a  man,  who  had  been  taken  out  of  his  house  and  whipped,  made  an  affidavit  be- 
fore me.  I  issued  a  warrant  against  four  persons  whom  he  named,  and  I  summoned 
almost  the  whole  neighborhood.  I  was  in  hopes,  from  my  acquaintauce  with  the 
county,  and,  if  I  may  say  so,  my  magisterial  intiuence,  that  I  could  learn  all  al)out 
the  organization  and  break  it  up.  I  examined  thirty  or  forty  witness  indiscriminately 
in  the  neighborhood,  those  that  I  supposed  would  be  most  likely  to  know  the  condi- 
tion of  things.  I  ascertained  that  there  were  on  the  night  when  this  man  Avas  outraged 
Bome  twenty-five  or  thirty  persons  in  disguise  on  horseback  riding  thiough  that  neigh- 
borhood. There  was  no  doubt  about  that  ;  the  proof  was  abundant ;  they  were  seen 
by  a  great  many  ;  tliey  went  to  several  houses  that  night,  though  I  do  not  recollect 
that  they  whipped  but  one  man.  They  went  to  his  house,  called  lum  out,  and 
before  he  could  get  up  and  go  out  they  thrust  a  log  against  the  door,  broke  it  open, 
toofrk  him  out  some  distance  iioni  the  house,  and  whipped  him  very  cruelly.  The 
reason  they  gave  for  it  was  that  he  was  occupying  laud  which  he  ought  not  to  occupy. 
There  was  some  dispute  about  the  tract  of  land  upon  which  he  lived.  No  other  reason 
was  given  that  I  lieard  of,  except  that  they  said  to  him  that  he  had  voted  for  Governor 
Holden.  In  that  investigation  I  learned  of  several  other  outrages  that  had  been  com- 
mitted in  the  county  somewhat  of  the  same  character — whipping  and  threatening. 

Question.  At  what  time  were  these  outrages  committed? 

Jnsuer.  In  the  spring  of  1870. 

Question.  Were  these  outrages  shown  by  the  investigation  to  have  been  committed 
in  all  instances  l)y  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  in  bodies  from  a  dozen  to  twenty-five  or  thirty,  and  in 
disguise.  There  have  been  no  outrages  in  the  county  since  then,  so  far  as  I  haVe  heard, 
except  in  one  instance. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Ansiver.  Probably  in  December  or  November.  I  heard  (hat  a  few  men,  not  men  in 
disguise,  went  to  some  negroes'  houses  aiul  shot  one  of  them  tlirough  the  body  danger- 
ously. For  a  considerable  time  afterward  I  supposed  he  was  dead,  but  I  have  under- 
stood he  did  not  die.  They  wounded  one  or  two  others.  And  here  I  take  occasion  to 
say  that  my  associate  justice.  Settle,  mentioned  to  nu',  when  he  returned  to  Raleigh 
from  this  city,  that  he  had  spoken  to  the  committee  of  the  investigation  which  I  had 
made  of  outrages  in  my  county,  and  that  he  supposed  this  last  was  the  one  which  I 
had  investigated,  and  he  stated  one  of  the  negroes  died  or  was  killed.  I  told  him  he 
was  mistaken  ;  that  this  last  case  was  not  one  of  the  outrages  which  I  investigated. 
Ho  then  asked  me  to  correct  his  statement  before  the  connuittee.  Tliere  was  in  my 
county,  about  last  May,  a  Government  officer,  sent  to  the  county  town  for  the  puiijose 
of  investigating  some  frauds  in  connection  Avith  the  int(nnal  revenue.  The  next  morn- 
ing a  coffin  was  found  at  his  door  with  a  threatening  letter  ordering  him  to  leave,  and 
he  did  leave,  I  think,  the  next  day.  I  do  not  know  that  politics  had  anything  to  do 
with  it ;  my  im^jression  is,  it  did  not ;  I  sup])ose,  probably,  that  persous  in  the  tobacco 
manufacturing  interest  Avere  the  instruments  in  that,  but  that  is  mere  conjecture. 
Outside  of  this  organization  of  which  I  have  spoken,  I  think  the  people  among  whom 
I  live  are  as  orderly  and  as  well  disposed  as  the  people  of  any  comnuinity. 

Question.  Taking  the  olbnises  that  have  been  committed  by  the  members  of  this  or- 
ganization, is  that  disposition  entertained  among  the  other  classes  of  the  community 
sufficiently  to  enable  the  courts  to  bring  the  jierpetrators  of  these  outrages  to  justice? 

Answer.  In  the  investigation  which  I  nuule  I  was  very  careful  to  take  down  the  tes- 
timony ;  I  was  engaged  at  it  tliree  or  four  days.  I  really  felt  great  interest  in  it,  be- 
cause I  was  in  hopi'S  I  could  break  down  the  organization  in  my  county.  I  returned 
the  evidence  to  the  court,  and  I  understood  it  was  presented  to  tlu?  grand  jury  by  the 
solicitor.  I  do  not  know  whether  a  bill  was  drawn  or  }U)t.  I  suppose  a  bill  was 
drawn,  but  there  was  no  presentment  made  by  the  grand  jury.  The  evidence  against 
one  of  the  four  persous  was,  to  my  mind,  conclusive  that  he  was  a  party  to  the  com- 
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missiou  of  tlie  outrage.     The  evidence  against  the  otlier  three  was  only  of  a  probable 
character. 

Question.  Was  there  difficulty  in  identifying  the  parties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  many  persons  saw  them  during  the  night,  but  no  one  professed  to 
know  a  single  one  of  them,  except  the  man  who  Avas  outraged  himself.  He  testified 
as  to  four  peisons,  and  said  he  knew  them  by  their  voices  and  gait  and  carriage,  and 
from  their  general  appearance.  He  was  contradicted,  however,  as  to  two  of  them; 
that  is  to  say,  they  proved  an  aUhi. 

Question.  Did  you,  as  a  magistrate,  hear  any  evidence  for  the  defense  ? 

Ansiver.  I  heard  all  the  evidence  offered  on  both  sides.  I  gave  notice  that  my  ob- 
ject was  to  have  a  full  investigation.     I  heard  a  great  many  witnesses  on  both  sides. 

Question.  Did  the  persons  who  were  called  to  prove  an  alibi  belong  to  the  same  or- 
ganization ? 

Ansim:  No  ;  they  did  not.  One  of  them  was  the  mother  of  one  of  the  parties  and 
the  mother-in-law  of  another,  and  she  proved  that  they  were  at  her  house  that  night. 
I  did  not  bind  oAcr  those  two,  but  did  bind  over  the  other  two. 

Question.  Did  your  investigation  disclose  the  nature  of  the  obligation  by  which 
the  members  of  the  organization  were  bound  ? 

Ansivcr.  No,  sir  ;  I  had  no  member  of  the  order  before  me,  so  far  as  I  knew  ;  and  I 
could  not  get  any  evidence  at  all,  except  from  the  man  himself  who  was  outraged,  as 
to  the  individuals  present. 

•  Question.  What  nrmiber  of  persons  that  you  had  brought  before  you  in  the  neighbor- 
hood in  which  the  oiieuse  was  committed  are  you  satisfied  were  members  of  the  organ- 
ization ? 

Answer.  1  had  before  me  persons  who  had  been  suspected,  but  there  was  nothing  in 
the  examination  that  led  me  to  suppose  they  were  members  of  the  order. 

Question.  Had  you  them  before  you  as  criminals  charged  or  as  witnesses  ? 

Answer.  As  witnesses. 

Question.  W' ituesses  who  were  examined? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesiioH.  Was  the  question  put  to  them  whether  they  were  members  of  the  organiza- 
tion ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  they  answer  it  ? 

Answer.  They  denied  it.  I  would  say  to  the  neighbors  then:  "  Now,  you  all  know 
that  those  outrages  are  being  committed  in  your  neighborhood  ;  do  you  not  feel  that 
as  neighbors  you  are  responsible  for  this  state  of  things  ?  How  is  it  that  you  have 
taken  no  pains  to  investigate  it  and  bring  the  offenders  to  punishment  f  Their  answer 
Avas  that  they  were  apprehensive  of  personal  danger. 

Question.  Do  you  believe,  from  your  examination  of  these  cases  and  your  observation 
as  a  judicial  officer  in  the  State,  that  the  apprehension  of  violence  from  this  org.anized 
order  prevents  investigation  in  many  instances  into  otfenses  committed  by  them  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Question.  W^hat  is  your  belief  as  to  the  effect  it  has  in  deterring  witnesses  from  ap- 
pearing against  them  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  it  has  an  influence  in  that  way ;  I  have  no  donl^t  it  deters 
witnesses  and  parties  from  making  complaints. 

Question.  Have  either  of  the  i)ersons  whom  you  caught  in  Person  County  been  as  yet 
tried  and  convicted  ? 

Ansiver.  No  ;  there  has  been  no  presentment  against  them  by  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  Does  this  statement  which  you  have  made  embrace  all  the  cases  which 
have  come  to  your  personal  observation  in  that  county  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  derived  any  knowledge  from  your  official  position  of  the  same 
class  of  operations  in  other  portions  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  Nothing,  except  from  rumors  and  investigations  before  other  persons;  I 
have  no  official  or  personal  knowledge  further  than  what  I  have  stated. 

Question.  Have  your  official  duties  taken  you  into  other  portions  of  the  State  ? 

Anstver.  I  am  on  the  sux)reme  court  bench  ;  the  court  sits  at  Raleigh  and  does  not 
travel  at  all. 

Question.  The  functions  you  discharged  were  those  of  a  committing  magistrate  in 
the  cases  referred  to  ? 

Ansicer.  An  examining  and  committing  magistrate. 

Question.  The  cases  did  not  come  before  the  court  of  which  vou  were  a  member  for 
trial  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  we  have  the  superior  courts  for  trials.  The  suiireme  court  is  a 
court  of  appeal. 

Question.  From  the  investigations  you  made  of  these  cases,  and  your  observations  of 
affairs  in  that  county,  do  you  believe  that  persons  connected  with  the  organization 
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can  be.  brought  to  justice  for  crime  committed  in  disguise  in  the  manuer  iu  Avhich  you 
have  stated  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  get  the  evidence  against  them.  I  never 
3nvestigated  anything  in  my  life  with  more  interest  or  stronger  desire  to  bring  the 
olienders  to  justice  and  break  np  the  organization  in  my  county. 

Question.  Where  oli'enses  of  that  character  can  be  committed  and  the  pei-petrators 
live  on  in  the  same  community  unpunished,  do  you  consider  that  a  state  of  society  iu 
which  jiersou  and  property  are  secure  t 

Answer.  Person  and  property  are  not  safe  against  that  organization.  I  regard  it  as 
an  exceedingly  mischievous  and  dangerous  organization;  but  outside  of  that  I  desire 
to  repeat  that  I  consider  the  people  well  disposed. 

Question.  What  is  your  belief  as  to  the  present  status  of  the  organization  in  the  State ; 
do  you  believe  it  still  exists  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  it  does  exist ;  but  it  is  not  now  in  active  operation  as  it  has 
been,  I  suppose,  from  what  I  hear. 

Question.  To  what  do  you  attribute  tlie  cessation  of  its  operations? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  is  attributable  to  the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  put  them 
down  and  expose  them,  and  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  order  have  come  out  and  ex- 
posed it. 

Question.  If  this  sense  of  immunity  from  punishment  which  resulted  from  the  absence 
of  trial  and  conviction  before  the  exiiosure  w;is  made  of  the  order,  or  before  the  efforts 
were  made  to  ])ut  it  down ;  if  this  sense  of  impunity  still  existed  do  you  believe  their 
operations  would  be  canied  on  as  he  retofore  ? 

Anstver.  Well,  anything  that  I  could  say  about  it  woukl  be  a  mere  opinion  ;  I  have 
no  facts  upon  which  to  found  an  opinion  ;  I  really  do  not  know  how  to  answer. 

Question.  From  1  he  investigations  which  you  made  in  that  comity  were  the  causes 
alleged  for  the  inUiction  of  wrongs  real  or  pretended  causes "? 

Ansiccr.  There  were  causes  alU'ged,  and  I  presume  tliose  causes  were  real;  that  is,  I 
mean  to  say,  That  the  causes  which  they  alleged  did  really  exist. 

Question.  Was  there  any  difference  in  the  party  relations  of  the  persons  outraged  or 
wronged ;  iu  other  words,  were  any  but  members  of  one  party  the  victims  of  these 
wrongs  ? 

Answer.  In  one  instance  a  conservative  was  the  subject  of  outrage ;  in  the  other 
instances,  so  far  as  I  heard,  they  were  republicans. 

Question.  Wliat  was  the  instance  that  you  refer  to  of  a  conservative  being  wronged  ? 

Answer.  Tlie  iirst  outrage  that  was  committed  in  the  county  was  this :  A  party  in 
dis<|uise  went  to  a  man's  liouse,  broke  down  the  door,  and  whipped  him.  Tlie  cause 
assigned  for  that  was  that  he  was  living  in  improper  relations  with  a  woman.  He 
was  a  rejiublicau,  and  I  have  no  doubt  tliat  the  fact  was  true,  as  alleged,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  that  was  the  real  cause  of  tiie  outrage  ;  it  was  the  cause  assigued.  Then 
the  son  of  the  gentleman  who  owned  the  premises  wliich  were  occupied  by  this  man 
made  couqihiint  tliat  tliey  had  broken  open  his  fathers  premises,  and  said  he  thought 
he  knew  some  of  tlie  ])ersous  who  did  it.  This  young  man  was  a  conservative.  The 
man  Avho  was  outraged  was  a  tenant  on  his  father's  premises.  The  i)ersons  who  com- 
mitted tlie  outrage  then  went  into  the  house  of  this  young  man,  took  him  out,  carried 
hini  off  some  distanci;  in  his  night  clothes,  and  threatened  him  very  severely  because 
he  had  talked  about  tlu-ni. 

Question.  Were  all  the  persons  in  that  county  that  were  charged  with  living  iu 
adultery  similarly  visited  by  this  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  instance  but  that  one. 

Question.  Was  that  the  only  instance  in  the  county  where  persons  were  charged 
with  living  iu  adultery  witli  women  i 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  were  otlKT  persons  in  so  large  a  community  as  that  wlio  Avere 
subject  to  the  same  charges.  They  did  not  whip  the  young  man  that  I  have  just 
spoken  of,  but  they  threatened  him  because  he  talked  about  them. 

Question.  Have  these  outrages  and  the  investigation  of  them  elicited  partisan  feeling 
in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Apparently  they  liaA'e,  very  decidedly. 

Question.  By  which  party  have  they  been  condemned  and  by  Avhieli  approved,  if 
either  ? 

AU'-'wer.  They  have  been  nniversally  condemned  by  the  republican  party  and 
generally  condemned  by  the  conservative  jiarty,  when  they  have  spoken  of  them  at  all. 
I  mean  the  public  jiross  has  done  so,  and  prominent  men  have  done  so,  when  they  have 
spoken  of  them;  but  it  has  lieen  a  subject  of  complaint  that  where  they  have  thus 
spoken  it  has  been  too  often  done  aiiologctically  with  qualilications. 

Question.  Then  do  1  understand  you  that  whatever  apology  or  excuse  has  been  off<*red 
for  these  outrages  by  the  citizens  of  your  State  has  been  liy  nieinbers  of  the  conserva- 
tive party  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Perhaps  I  ought  to  explain  myself.    They  would  say,  "  Well,  il 
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the  orgnnization  exists,  it  exists  in  consequence  of  the  Union  League  and  in  opposition 
to  the  Union  Leagne,"  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Quest  10)1.  If  the  i)ress  and  members  of  the  conservative  party  were  to  speak  as 
nniiesitatingly  in  condemnation  of  these  outrages  as  the  other  party,  -would  not  public 
sentiment  bo  so  strongly  against  it  as  to  i^revent  its  existence  and  operations  in  the 
State  ? 

An^iver.  I  should  hope  so.  Probably  if  it  had  been  so  at  the  first,  it  might  have 
prevented  it  altogether;  but  now  I  do  not  think  that  the  organization  uses  itself  for 
political  purposes  only,  biit  there  are  many  instances  where,  I  supjiose,  it  is  used  for 
spite,  for  rev(mge,  and  for  personal  considerations. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  Union  League  ;  to  your  knowledge  or  under  your 
observation  have  there  been  any  instances  where  disorders  or  violence  have  been  com- 
mitted by  the  members  of  that  organization,  with  its  countenance  or  approval  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of.  I  know  nothing  of  the  Union  League  or  any  other 
liolitical  association,  except  as  I  gather  it  from  public  rumor  or  from  information 
coming  to  the  public. 

Question.  Where  crimes  or  offenses  are  committed  in  your  State  by  members 
of  any  other  association  co*  organization  than  the  Ku-Klux  is  there  any  clifiiculty  in 
prosecuting  them  and  in  administering  the  laws  against  them  in  the  courts  ? 

Answer.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  my  State,  so  far  as  I  know,  or  as  I  Ijelieve,  in  ad- 
ministering the  laws  in  any  and  every  particular,  except  in  connection  Avith  the  Ku- 
IGux  organization.  I  believe  the  laws  are  as  well  administered  there  as  they  ever 
were,  aside  from  the  influence  of  that  organization. 

By  ]VIr.  "WiLSOX : 
Question.  In  what  years  were  you  in  Congress  ? 
Answer.  In  1856  and  1857. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  of  resistance  to  the  execution  of  the  law  in 
North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  case  of  ojJcn  resistance  to  the  execution  of  the  laws 
in  that  State. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Holden  resist  the  order  of  the  supreme  court  when  they  or- 
dered Henderson  Adams  to  jail  ? 

Answer.  No ;  he  did  not  resist  the  order  of  the  court ;  Henderson  Adams  had  a  contro- 
versy with  the  court  as  to  the  occupancy  of  the  court -room,  and  we  ordered  him  to 
jail  for  contempt  of  court. 

Question.  Did  the  governor  interfere? 

Answer.  We  understood  that  the  governor,  as  the  officer  was  carrying  him  to  jail, 
took  him  into  his  room  and  kept  him  for  some  time  until  an  explanation  could  be 
made ;  but  there  was  no  resistance  to  the  order  of  committal,  other  than  that,  and  in 
a  short  time  a  satisfactory  excuse  was  sent  in  by  Mr.  Adams,  who  Avas  State  auditor. 
There  was  nothing  unpleasant  between  the  court  and  the  governor  other  than  that. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  Avith  Governor  Holden  and  others 
about  the  Shafiuer  bill,  before  it  was  introduced  into  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  NcA'er  in  my  life  with  any  body,  so  far  as  I  remember. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Holden  ever  talk  to  you  about  his  military  acts  ? 

Aiiswer.  NcA'cr. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Judge  Kerr  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes  sir. 

Question.  Does  he  live  in  your  county? 

Ansiver.  In  an  adjoining  county. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  character? 

Answer.  He  is  a  man  of  character. 

Question.  Do  you  know  S.  P.  Hill  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  reputation  and  character  ? 

Answer.  Well,  not  so  decidedly  as  Mr.  Kerr,  Mr.  Hill's  habits,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are 
bad. 

Question.  Does  he  live  in  Hillsboro  ? 

Answer.  Judge  Kerr  and  Mr.  Hill  both  li\'e  in  the  town  of  Yanceyville,  Casswell 
County. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Dr.  Roan  and  Mr.  Bow,  of  Casswell  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  not  a  man  in  the  State  who  has  a  better  character  than 
Dr.  Roan.    ]\Ir.  Bow  also  has  a  good  character. 

Question.  Were  those  men  that  I  have  named  arrested  by  Colonel  Kirk,  acting 
under  the  authority  of  the  goA'ernor  ? 

Answer.  So  I  understood. 
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Question.  How  is  the  arrest  of  men  of  such  character  and  stancliug  regarded  by  yon  ; 
was  there  auy  allegation  of  crime  against  them  ? 

Ansiver.  I  know  nothing  in  the  world  as  to  what  was  alleged  against  them  ;  I  never 
spoke  with  Governor  Holden  on  any  subject  connected  with  his  military  operations. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  generally  whether  there  Avas  any  allegation  made  againfet 
those  men  ? 

Answer.  There  was  an  allegation  just  such  as  I  spoke  of  awhile  ago,  that  they  were 
not  decidedly  against  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ;  that  they  were  in  sympathy  with  it. 
There  was  that  sort  of  allegatiou,  but  I  know  nothing  of  the  truth  of  it.  I  never 
heard  it  suspected  that  they  were  members  of  the  order.  They  lived  in  the  town 
where  Senator  Stevens  was  killed,  and  it  is  mere  speculation  with  me  to  suppose  that 
the  object  in  arrestiug  the  prominent  men  in  that  locality  Avas  to  make  an  impression 
upon  the  community  ;  but  I  have  no  knowledge  about  it  at  all ;  I  have  never  been  ad- 
vised with  by  Governor  Holden  in  regard  to  his  military  movements  at  all.  I  will  state, 
if  you  will  allow  me,  that  while  I  Avas  holding  coui't  in  Raleigh,  Mr.  Watt,  who  was 
counsel  for  Judge  Kerr  and  Dr.  Roan,  Avrote  a  letter  to  Judge  Settle,  requesting  him  to 
interfere  with  Governor  Holden  for  their  release,  and  requesting  Judge  Settle  to  ask 
me  to  do  the  same.  Judge  Settle  read  me  the  letter.  I  decliued  to  see  Governor  Hol- 
den on  the  question  at  all,  giving  as  a  reasou  that  I  had  never  interfered  with  Gover- 
nor Holden,  nor  advised  with  him  in  regard  to  the  matter ;  it  was  his  matter  and  not 
mine,  and  I  shouhl  take  no  steps  about  it ;  and  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Watt  to  the 
same  effect,  that  I  had  never  had  anything  to  do  with  Governor  Holden  in  regard  to 
military  operations,  and  I  thought  it  indelicate,  as  I  occupied  another  department  in 
the  government,  to  interfere  at  all.  If  there  is  any  man  in  the  Avorld  in  whose  behalf 
I  would  have  interfered  it  was  Dr.  Roan  ;  he  is  a  man  of  most  excellent  character  and 
a  personal  friend. 

Question.  Did  you  not  consider  it  your  duty,  as  an  officer  of  the  law,  to  interfere  in 
behalf  of  men  in  whose  persons  the  law  was  violated? 

Answer.  I  did  in  every  instance  in  which  an  a|>plication  v.-as  properly  made  before  me. 
I  interested  myself  in  my  county  to  try  and  get  affidavits  made  before  me,  iu  order  that 
I  might  have  arrests  made;  but  I  could  not  do  it. 

Qucsfiou.  I  speak  in  I'eference  to  these  men  arrested  by  Kirk.  Was  there  not  an  ap- 
plication ninde  to  you  and  to  your  associates  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  ? 

AnfiU'cr.  Thcr(!  is  a  mistake  abroad  about  that.  The  application  was  made  to  the 
chief  justice,  and  not  to  the  associate  justices  at  all.  Our  court  Avas  sitting  at  the 
time,  and  the  cliief  justice  adA'ised  with  us  fi'eely.  He  had  the  benefit  of  our  counsel, 
but  it  was  a  matter  before  him  alone. 

Question.  He  declined  to  issue  a  writ? 

Ansn-cr.  He  did  issue  a  Avrit. 

Question.  He  did  not  discharge  the  man  ? 

Answer.  I'robably  I  had  better  explain,  as  the  question  indicates  that  you  haA-e  not 
the  information.  An  application  Avas  made  before  the  chief  justice  for  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus.  It  Avas  argued  before  him  for  seA'cral  days  by  eminent  counsel  on  both  sides, 
and  he  issued  a  writ.  The  person  in  Avhose  hand  it  Avas  put  Avent  to  Colonel  Kirk  and 
serA'^ed  the  writ  upon  him.  Colonel  Kirk  returned  that  he  held  the  prisoner  bj-  order 
of  Governor  Holden.  The  chief  justice  then  connnunicated  that  fact  to  Governor  Hol- 
den, and  asked  him  whether  or  not  the  persons  were  held  by  his  order,  and  lie  answered 
that  they  were.  Thereupon  the  chief  justice  declined  to  issue  the  order  for  their  dis- 
charge, or  for  liaving  them  api^ear  before  him,  because  the  goA-eruor  Avas  the  com- 
nuinder-in-chicf  of  all  the  power  of  the  State,  and  he  had  no  power  to  bring  into  requi- 
sition against  him.  If  I  may  say  so,  I  would  suggest  that  the  proceedings  in  tlie  habeas 
corpus  cases  be  examiiuMl  by  the  committee.  You  will  lind  them  in  our  Noitli  Carolina 
reports,  64  N.  C'.  R.,  Appendix.  If  there  is  any  inii)ression  that  the  chief  justice  or 
any  member  of  the  court  refused  or  failed  to  issue  all  the  jn'ocesses  in  their  i)0wer, 
that  is  a  mistake — in  other  Avords,  as  ayo  say,  the  judiciary  exhausted  its  power. 

Question.  Did  you  swear  in  the  members  of  the  legislature  of  18G8  ? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir;  I  swore  in  the  members  of  the  house  of  conmions. 

Question.  Did  you  refuse  to  swear  in  certain  of  these  members  who  held  certificates  ? 

Answer.  I  had  an  order  from  General  Canby,  who  directed  what  members  Avere  to  l)e 
RAVorn  in,  aiul  what  Avere  dis(|ualitied.  1  made  that  fact  known  and  swore  in  the  mem- 
bers accordingly.  I  did  not  refuse  to  administer  the  oath  to  anybody;  but  I  made 
knoAvn  what  my  duty  Avas,  and  requested  those  A\'ho  were  barred  by  HoAvard  amend- 
ment to  make  it  known,  so  that  they  might  stand  aside  until  I  swore  in  the  balance 
of  the  li'gislature,  and  then  they  might  pass  ui)on  the  (lualilications  of  mmubers.  It 
w^as  not  my  duty  to  do  that.    I  sAvore  in  such  as  there  Avas  no  trouble  about. 

Question.  What  was  the  trouble  ;  did  they  not  all  hold  the  same  certificates  of  elec- 
tion? 

Answer.  I  did  not  go  into  that  at  all ;  I  sim])ly  requested  that  those  as  to  Avhom  there 
Avas  trouble,  should  stand  aside  until  I  swore  iu  the  body  of  the  legislature  ;  then  they 
Avcre  to  iireseut  their  credentials  to  that  body. 


NORTH    CAROLINA.  413 

Question.  What  was  the  trouble  ? 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  as  to  whether  or  not  they  were  qualified  to  hold  their  seats,  or 
•whether  they  were  harred  by  the  Howard  amendment. 

QiU'stion.  Who  decided  that  question  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  decide  any  question. 

Question.  Who  did  decide  that  question  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  the  legislature  decided  it  when  it  was  organized. 

Question.  In  the  first  instance  you  stated  you  had  an  order  from  General  Canby  not 
to  swear  in  certain  members  I 

Ansiver.  I  simply  stated  that  fact  to  the  body  so  that  I  should  not  have  any  contro- 
versy with  any  man  in  that  body. 

Question.  What  fact  did  you  state  to  them  ? 

Answer.  I  stated  the  order  of  General  Canby. 

Question.  He  had  given  an  order  that  certain  men  were  to  be  sworn  in,  and  others 
not ;  was  that  it  f 

Answer'.  Not  exactly  in  those  words. 

Question.  Let  us  hear  what  it  was  exactly. 

Answer.  Unless  I  had  the  order  before  me  I  could  not  say. 

Question.  Give  ns  your  recollection  of  the  order. 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  anything  about  it  except  that  it  indicated  what  was  a  dis- 
qualification of  members  of  tlie  legislature  ;  I  stated  that  to  the  body,  and  said  simply 
that  those  who  came  under  the  ban  would  please  make  it  known,  and  stand  aside 
iiutil  the  body  of  the  legislature  were  sworn  in  ;  then  the  legislature  could  pass  upon 
their  qualifications.  I  had  no  trouble  with  any  member  of  the  legislature.  I  think 
there  were  some  ten  or  twelve  who  did  stand  aside,  and  they  were  of  both  political 
parties ;  it  was  no  party  question  at  all,  so  far  as  I  know.  I  simply  did  the  duty  of 
swearing  in  such  persons  as  there  was  no  trouble  about. 

Question.  The  reconstruction  acts  required  all  members  to  take  the  test  oath. 

Answer.  Well,  I  declare  I  do  not  kno-o^ ;  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Was  there  not  an  order  from  General  Canby  telegraished  just  previous  to 
the  meeting  of  the  legislature  dispensing  with  that  oath  in  certain  cases  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  that. 

Question.  At  the  election  in  August  last  what  were  the  principal  or  leading  issues 
that  divided  the  two  parties  ? 

Ansice)'.  It  would  be  very  difficult  to  tell.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  general 
platform.  I  interfere  so  little  with  politics  that  I  really  do  not  know  much  about 
them.  I  have  not  attended  a  political  party  meeting  in  eight  years — since  I  have  been 
upon  the  bench. 

Question.  Was  not  the  alleged  corruption  of  the  Holden  administration  in  squander- 
ing the  resources  of  the  State  a  prominent  issue  ? 

Answer.  That  was  prominently  discussed  in  the  canvass. 

Question.  And  the  profligate  issue  of  bonds  in  the  State ;  was  that  not  one  of  the 
leading  issues  in  the  canvass  ? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir.  You  say  Governor  Holden's  administration ;  I  do  not  know  that  it 
would  be  just  to  say  that,  because,  so  far  as  I  know,  Governor  Holden  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it.    The  appropriations  were  made  by  the  legislature. 

Question.  Did  not  Holden  concur  in  the  appropriations  in  approving  the  bills  ? 

Answer.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  approval  of  bills  ;  he  had  no  veto  i^ower. 

Question.  Are  not  bills  approved  by  him  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  never  in  any  way  been  an  adviser  or  counselor  of 
Governor  Holden. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  constitutional  provision  of  the  State ;  does  not  that 
require  that  the  acts  of  the  legislature  shall  be  approved  by  the  governor  ? 

A)iswer.  No,  sir,  ou.r  governor  has  nothing  to  do  with  legislation  at  all. 

Question.  Was  the  credit  of  the  State  afl'ected  by  the  large  over-issue  of  bonds  ? 

Aiiswer.  Very  seriously  aftected. 

Question.  Destroyed,  in  fact  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  may  be  said  to  be  destroyed,  for  I  believe  the  old  bonds  are  quoted 
at  about  48  to  50  in  the  market,  and  the  new  bonds  at  only  20  odd. 

Question.  These  bonds  were  issued  by  the  legislature  of  1868,  which  you  swore  in, 
were  they  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  legislature  elected  under  the  reconstruction  acts? 

Answer.   Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  not  many  persons  svho  had  voted  for  General  Grant,  who  sustained  the 
administration,  and  who  held  the  attitude  of  republicans,  abandon  Holden  and  the 
republican  party  in  the  late  election  in  August  last  on  account  of  the  profligate  ad- 
ministration of  the  credit  and  finances  of  the  State  ? 

Anstver.  I  dare  say  there  were  changes  of  that  kind,  but  I  have  no  personal  knowl- 
edge about  it. 
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Question.  Is  not  that  a  general  opinion  ;  was  not  that  one  of  the  issues  which  gaye 
the  conservative  party  their  ascendancy  in  the  last  election? 
Ansicer.  I  have  no  doubt  it  had  its  intlueuce. 
Question.  Do  you  know  Josiah  Turner,  jr.  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Was  he  arrested  ? 
Answer.  He  was,  as  I  understood. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Holden  ever  tell  you,  before  or  since  the  arrest,  tha-t   he 
ordered  it  ? 
Ansicer.  Never. 

Question.  Was  his  arrest  not  a  violation  of  law  ? 

Ansrver.  I  know  nothing  in  the  world  about  the  arrest  except  what  is  common  to  the 
public.     I  understood  he  was  aiTCsted  in  Orange  County  by  tbe  military. 
Question.  Were  there  any  charges  made  against  him? 
Answer.  Not  in  the  court,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  from  information  that  he' was  arrested  without  any  charge 
being  made  agaiust  him,  dragged  to  prison,  and  detained  in  prison  upon  no  charge 
whatever,  and  in  violation  of  law  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  ho  was  arrested  without  any  civil  process ;  thathe  was  arrested 
by  the  military,  and  that  he  was  arrested  because  of  alleged  complicity  with  the  Ku-Klux. 
Question.  Was  there  ever  any  such  charge  made  in  tlie  courts? 

Answer.  I  have  already  said  that  if  he  had  been  arrested  by  any  civil  process,  I  do  not 

know  it.  There  was  no  charge  ever  brought  against  him  in  the  court,  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Was  the  making  of  arrests,  witliout  civil  process  against  persons  upon 

mere  rumor  of  sympathy  with  the  Ku-Klux,  calculated  to  create  bitterness  of  feeling 

and  disturbance  of  the  peace  ? 

AuKwer.  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  in  regard  to  military  arrests  without  civil  process  ; 
is  it  not  in  violation  of  the  constitution  of  your  State  ? 

'Ansiver.  The  constitution  of  our  State,  and  the  legislation  under  it,  authorize  the 
governor,  when  in  his  opinion  life  and  proi)erty  are  iiot  safe  under  the  civil  authority 
to  declare  a  county  in  iiisnrrectiou,  and  to  arrest  suspected  persons. 
Question.  You  say  the  constitution  authorizes  it  ?  i 

Answer.  The  constitution  and  legishitnre  under  the  constitution. 
Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  such  men  as  Governor  Graham  and 
Judge  Battel  encouraged  these  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  I  do  not  believe  these  gentlemen  encouraged  it  in  any  other  way  than 
that  which  I  have  indicated  before,  and  jiroliably  some  of  them  not  even  as  far  as  I  saiil 
before  in  regard  to  others.  I  believe,  frt)m  what  I  understand,  that  Judge  Battel  has 
been  very  <lecided  in  denouncing  it.  I  have  understood  so  from  him  and  from  others. 
It  is  difficult  to  correct  an  impression  that  is  abroad  Avithout  the  risk  of  doing  some- 
body injustice.  I  have  said  before  that  this  organization  was  regarded  to  a  consider- 
able extent  as  political  in  its  character ;  and  whih;  ])rominent  gentlemen  in  the  State 
have  condemned  it,  yet  there  has  been  an  impression  that  they  have  not  been  as  de- 
cided in  tlieir  coiidrnination  of  it  as  they  ouglit  to  have  been,  and  that  in  many  cases 
it  has  been  censured  in  a  (pialilied  manner  as  being  organized  to  counteract  the  Union 
leagues,  or  sonietliing  of  that  sort.  I  suppose  sucli  genthmieu  as  you  mentioned  would 
be  very  far  from  countenancing  an  organization  of  that  sort. 
Question.  Who  compose  the  Union  Leagues  generally  ? 

Ansiver.  I  understand  they  are  mainly  composed  of  negroes  ;  in  some  sections  a  con- 
siderable number  of  white  persons  belong  to  them.  I  understood  that  that  was  a  i)o- 
litical  organization  entirely. 

Qu(stion.  Is  it  a  secret  oath-bound  organization? 

Answer.  I  understand  so.     They,  however,  did  not  keep  their  memberships  secret, 
and  I  do  not  sujtpose  their  rules  and  regulations  are  secret.     I  say  that  because  I  have 
seen  them  ])arade  on  holidays  in  the  streets.     I  understood  they  were  Union  Leagues  ; 
they  have  their  ])rocessions  and  badges  on  liolidays. 
Question.  You  say  it  is  a  political  association  ? 

Answer.  I  have  linderstood  it  was  so  altogether.  One  of  the  excuses  for  the  Ku-Klnx 
organization  is,  that  it  is  to  counteract  the  influence  of  the  Union  Leagues,  as  I  Lave 
understood. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  negroes  making  threats  against  other  negroes  who 
were  disposed  to  favor  the  conservative  side  of  the  question  ? 

Answo:  I  have  lu'vi'r  known  anything  of  that  sort  in  my  section  of  tJie  country;  I 
liave  lieanl  that  there  were  instances  of  it  in  other  sections. 

Question.  That  they  used  threats  to  prevent  other  negroes  voting  the  democratic  ticket? 
Aiiswer.  I  have  heard  that  they  say  so;  I  have  heard  some  instances  of  it,  but  not 
in  my  section;  I  have  seen  it  in  the  pajn-rs. 

Question.  Do  you  supjjose,  with  such  an  organization  as  that,  that  the  negroes  have 
any  option  in  regard  to  their  votes  .' 

Ansiver.  I  know  nothing  in  the  world  about  it. 
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Qiiestion.  Is  not  that  the  geucral  opinion  that  they  are  brought  together  by  design- 
ing politicians  in  this  organization  and  talvc  these  solemn  oaths,  and  consider  them- 
selves bound  to  support  the  determinations  of  the  order  ? 

Anstcer.  I  have  understood  that  the  Union  Leagues  were  formed  in  our  State  for  the 
purpose  of  teaching  the  negroes  their  political  duties  and  privileges. 

Question.  Who  introduded  the  leagues  ? 

Ansioer.  I  have  no  knowledge  about  that.  » 

Question.  Have  you  heard  ? 

Answer.  I  never  have. 

Question.  Have  you  uever  heard  that  they  were  gotten  up  by  northern  men,  who 
went  down  South  and  entered  into  j)olitics  1 

Ansivcr.  I  do  not  know  that,  or  if  there  are  any  northern  men  in  my  section,  there  is 
not  a  single  carpet-bagger,  as  we  call  them,  in  my  county,  so  far  as  I  remember.  I  do 
not  say  the  term  carpet-bagger  as  one  of  reproach,  but  just  because  it  is  descriptive 
and  common. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  treasurer  of  the  State,  Mr.  Jenkins,  being  charged 
with  hanging  a  negro  woman  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  did. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Jenkins  s^ieak  of  it  ? 

Answer.  Never. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  7,  1871. 
A.  L.  Ramsour  sworn  and  examined: 
By  the  CrLviRM.VN  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Ansiver.  In  Catawba  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  1 

Answer.  In  that  county  ever  since  I  was  born — fifty-two  years. 

Question.  What  is  your  business  ? 

Answer.  I  was  brought  up  a  farmer,  but  I  have  worked  at  the  mill-wright  business 
for  some  ten  or  fifteen  years. 

Question.  Have  you  been  at  any  time  visited  by  men  in  disguise,  known  as  Ku-Klux? 

Anstrer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  7th  of  Jtme,  1869. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  what  they  did  and  said  at  the  time. 

Ansicer.  Shall  I  commence  and  tell  the  whole  history  ? 

Quastion.  State  the  cause  for  it,  if  you  know  it,  and  then  what  occurred. 

Answer.  There  were  some  Ku-Klux  in  our  neighborhood,  as  I  learned  from  some 
colored  people  who  came  and  told  mo  they  had  been  whipped  by  them.  I  asked  the 
colored  people  if  they  could  swear  to  any  of  them ;  they  told  me  they"  tliought  they 
knew  some  of  them,  and  they  told  me  avIio  they  thought  they  were.  I  asked  them 
why  they  did  not  tell  on  them  ;  they  said  the  Ku-Klux  threatened  if  they  did  not  do 
so  and  so  they  would  get  after  them. 

Question.  Do  what  ? 

Answer.  If  they  did  not  quit  their  radical  principles,  if  they  did  not  quit  following 
"  old  Andy  Ramsour."  I  had  become  a  republican,  or  radical  as  they  called  me.  I  told 
them  that  they  ought  to  hit  some  of  these  fellows,  take  thek  false-faces  oft",  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind.  They  said  they  were  afi.-aid,  that  Hhe  men  threatened  to  kill  them 
if  they  said  anything  against  the  Ku-Klux.  Some  of  my  neighbors  then  got  to  talk- 
ing with  me  about  it.  1  told  them  that  they  ought  not  to  go  about  in  disguie,  whij)- 
piug  colored  people — that  it  was  just  because  of  their  politics — to  intimidate  them. 
They  said  I  had  better  not  talk  against  them,  they  would  Ku-Klux  me.  I  told  them 
I  did  not  think  they  would.  Well,  it  went  on  for  some  time;  some  four  or  five  colored 
men  who  had  been  whipped  came  to  me  about  it.  I  told  them  if  any  of  these  Ku-Klux 
came  to  their  house  again  that  they  should  take  a  gun  and  shoot  them.  There  was  a 
white  man,  by  the  name  of  Bulliuger,  came  into  the  neighborhood  where  we  were 
building  a  bridge.  This  man  said  that  the  Ku-Klux  met  him  one  night  and  told  him 
to  tell  me  that  if  I  did  not  quit  my  radical  principles  they  would  kill  me.  I  said  to 
Bulliuger  that  I  did  not  believe  they  would  do  it ;  that  they  had  been  whipping  several 
colored  men,  but  I  did  not  thiuk  they  would  interfere  with  me,  as  I  had  some  property 
and  standing.  He  said  they  told  him  to  tell  me  that  if  I  did  not  quit  it  they  would 
come  with  5,000  men.  I  asked  him  who  it  was  told  him  that.  He  said  he  dare  not 
tell,  though  he  knew  some  of  the  men.  I  asked  him  why  not.  He  said  they  would 
kill  him  if  he  told.  I  had  heard  from  some  colored  men,  also,  that  thej''  threatened  to 
kill  Bulliuger  if  he  did  not  tell  me  what  he  did.  Ho  advised  mo  to  be  on  my  guard, 
anyhow,  for  he  had  seen  them  disguised  that  night,  some  thirty-five  or  forty  of  them, 
and  that  they  had  been  frequently  at  the  place  where  he  was  courting  a  girl.  They 
found  out  that  he  was  living  near  by  where  I  was  at  work  building  a  bridge,  and  so  got 
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Mm  to  take  the  message  to  me.  A  few  months  before  this  time  I  had  been  attacked 
and  knocked  off  my  horse  in  the  road  by  some  of  them,  and  beaten  very  badly.  My 
sou  then  bought  a  pistol  and  wanted  me  to  carry  it  to  protect  myself.  I  told  him  I 
never  intended  to  kill  any  body  and  I  did  uot  want  to  carry  any  arms.  My  son  said 
'■Pa,  if  you  clout  shoot  some  of  them  I  don't  waut  to  call  you  my  father.  You  ought 
to  have  fought  Wilson  when  he  knocked  you  off  your  horse."  Well,  so  I  carried 
the  pistol  two  or  three  months.  I  was  away  ii-om  home  most  of  the  time  and 
that  was  the  reason,  I  suppose,  they  did  not  come  to  my  house  for  me.  One 
Saturday  night  I  returned.  AVhile  I  was  at  supper  uiy  negro  man  came  and 
and  told  me  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  told  a  man  who  had  beeu  whipped  that  week  that 
they  would  be  at  my  house  one  of  these  nights ;  I  said  I  did  not  think  they  would 
come,  but  anyhow  I  made  prej)aiations.  My  son  got  a  carbine  that  I  had  and  put  it 
in  the  bed  behind  him  up  stairs ;  I  took  the  revolver  and  laid  it  on  my  bureau  close  by 
my  bed ;  about  midnight  I  heard  the  dogs  rushing  out  on  the  piazza  ;  I  pulled  the  ciu'- 
tain  one  side  and  saw  the  yard  full  of  Ku-Klux ;  they  flew  aroiuid  the  colored  men's 
house;  they  were  all  in  disguise  ;  I  called  to  my  son  saying,  "They  have  come!"  but 
he  did  uot  hear.  They  knocked  ojien  the  negro  men's  house,  took  out  both  the  negro 
men,  and  then  came  into  my  house  ;  I  ran  out  of  my  bed-room  up  stairs  and  concealed 
myself  in  a  loft,  taking  my  pistol  with  me  and  an  ax,  thiuking  that  if  they  came  up 
there  I  could  knock  them  down  with  the  ax  ;  I  did  uot  want  to  fight,  but  thought  I 
Avould  go  where  I  would  be  safe  in  killing  them  if  they  came  up  after  me ;  I  staid 
there  a  little  while,  and  they  did  not  come;  up  ;  then  I  went  into  a  concealed  place  with 
my  pistol ;  they  hunted  all  over  the  house  and  could  not  find  me;  at  first  when  they 
came  into  the  house  they  asked  my  Avife  where  I  was ;  she  said  she  did  not  kuow.  One 
of  the  men  at  first  spoke  in  a  disguised  voice,  but  when  he  got  excited  I  recognized  his 
voice ;  he  said  to  my  wife,  "  I  know  better  ;  you  do  know  Avhere  he  is."  Then  I  knew  who 
it  was  from  the  voice.  Finally  they  found  me  ;  they  put  a  caudle  in  the  place  where  I  was 
hid,  and  saw  me  ;  I  snapped  luy  pistol  at  tlie  one  who  got  just  inside  and  told  mc  to  come 
out.  I  asked  them  what  they  wanted;  they -said,  "Come  out;  we  want  to  talk  to 
you."  Said  I,  "You  can  talk  to  mc  Avhere  you  are."  They  said,  "No;  you  come  out!"' 
and  with  that  one  of  them  jumped  into  the  place,  and  as  he  did  so  I  snapped  the  pistol 
at  him  ;  then  they  put  in  one  of  the  negro  boys,  and  I  snapped  at  him  ;  he  says,  "Andy, 
for  God's  sake,  don't  shoot  me!"  Says  I,  "  Is  that  you,  Rob?"  Says  he,  "Yes;  you 
may  as  well  give  up."  "Oh,"  says  I,  "I  don't  intend  to  give  up."  AVith  that  they 
shoved  the  other  negro  man  in  toward  me  and  told  them  to  bring  me  out,  and  told  me 
to  give  up  my  pistol ;  I  said,  "  No,  I  do  not  intend  to  give  up."  "  Oh  yes,"  says  one  of 
them,  "  they  have  ouly  threatened  you  and  Rob,  and  to  save  my  life  do  give  up."  Then 
they  hallood  out  that  they  would  burn  the  house.  I  scapjied  the  pistol  the  third  time, 
and  one  of  them  stuck  his  hand  in  the  hole  and  shot  toward  me ;  it  missed  both  the 
boys  and  Avent  through  the  roof;  with  that  I  became  alarmed.  I  thonght  I  had  better 
give  up  to  save  the  house  with  my  family,  so  I  gave  up  the  ]iistol  and  came  out.  Then 
they  carrii'd  me  down  into  my  room  ;  there  I  caught  by  tlie  Itedstead,  but  they  wrenched 
me  loose,  and  took  me  out  into  the  yard.  There  they  surrounded  me,  and,  with  their 
pistols  pointed  at  me,  told  me  to  pull  oft'  my  shirt.  I  had  ouly  my  drawers  and  shirt 
on.  There  were  some  t  wenty  or  twenty-five-  arouml  me.  Says  I,  "  If  I  have  got  to  die  I  will 
as  soon  die  with  my  shirt  on  as  otf."  Then  oiu'  of  them  caught  ukj  by  the  shirt  collar 
and  tore  it  loose,  and  with  that  they  pulled  off  my  shirt;  as  soon  as  that  was  off  three 
of  them  jumi)ed  at  me,  aud  began  to  cut  me  with  hickories.  They  gave  me  some  thirty- 
five  or  forty  licks — I  do  not  know  how  nuiny — with  long,  thin  hickory  withes.  I 
screamed.  My  daughter,  twelve  years  old,  rushed  out  andcauglit  around  my  neck,  and 
they  stopped  whii)ping.  One  of  them  made  a  motion  aud  they  quit.  One  of  them  then 
Avhispered  to  me,  "Just  you  vote  the  conservative  ticket,  and  you  are  all  right." 
Says  I, "  God  only  knows  who  I  will  vote  for."  "  I  do  not  know  what  they  were  wlupi»iug 
me  for  only  that  1  am  a  republican."  "Yes,"  they  said,  "You  have  so  many  niggers 
about  you ;  don't  you  kuow  they  are  breaking  you  up  f '  Says  I,  "  They  are  not  doiug 
mc  much  good,  but  they  have  got  to  have  homes."  Says  they,  "Yon  put  away  these' 
niggers  off  the  plantation,  aud  quit  your  damned  radical  principles."  Then  they  let 
lue  go  to  the  house,  with  my  son  and  daughter,  aud  as  I  went  up  into  the  house  there 
was  a  crowd  coming  out  of  it.  They  had  searched  for  arms  in  my  bureaus  and  they 
took  all  my  anmuuiition  and  .some  other  things.  An  old  pair  of  revolutionary  pistols 
they  destroyed,  l)ut  they  were  of  no  account  any  more.  They  then  dispersed  and  went 
aAvay.     I  could  uot  identify  auy  one  of  them  from  sight. 

Question.  Was  your  llesh  bruised  and  Ijroken  ? 

Ansner.  Yes,  sir;  my  flesh  was  cut  open  ;  my  .shirt  was  all  bloody  when  they  put  it 
back  on  me  ;  my  skin  was  cut  up  on  my  back.  While  they  were  whii^ping  me  they 
whipped  one  of  the  negro  l)oys  about  twenty  yards  from  me. 

Question.  What  reason  did  they  give  for  whipping  him. 

Anmcer.  For  talking  too  big  ;  that  is  what  he  told  me  they  said  to  him.  I  did  uot 
hear  it. 
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Question.  Is  that  the  only  time  they  visited  you  ? 

Aiisice'r.  That  is  the  only  time  they  visited  me,  but  they  were  at  my  house  some  three 
times  after  the  negro  after  I  had  sworn  to  the  two  men,  Yoder  and  Wilson,  whose  voices  I 
recognized.  I  knew  Wilson's  voice  because  we  worked  together  on  the  railroad ;  iu  fact, 
he  married  a  girl  that  my  father-in-law  was  guardian  for,  so  that  ho  was  a  sort  of 
brother-in-law. 

Question.  Did  you  try  to  have  them  arrested  ? 

Anmver.  I  had  them  arrested  and  taken  before  Judge  Mitchell,  and  while  I  went  over 
te  Judge  Mitchell's  they  took  this  negro  boy  and  tried  to  make  him  swear  that  he  said 
I  told  him  to  burn  Wilson's  house  that  night.  The  negro  told  me  he  told  them  he 
would  die  before  he  would  swear  to  a  lie ;  he  had  not  said  it. 

Question.  What  became  of  these  men  before  Judge  Mitchell?  Were  they  bound 
over? 

Ansiccr.  No,  sir ;  neither  of  them ;  their  daughters  swore  they  were  at  home  at  the 
time. 

Question.  They  were  discharged  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  discharged  in  that  case;  in  the  other  case  they  were 
bound  over. 

Question.  What  case  was  that  ? 

Ans^cer.  AVhen  they  Ku-Kluxed  me  in  open  daylight  before  that. 

Question.  When  you  were  knocked  oli"  your  horse  ? 

Ans^ver.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  case  led  to  this. 

Question.  Were  the  two  men  that  you  had  arrested  persons  that  you  recognized  and 
identified  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  their  voices. 

Question.  Are  you  satisfied  that  those  two  men  were  there  and  took  part  iu  whipping 
you  thar  night  ? 

Ans^rer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  satisfied  there  were  more  there,  but  I  could  not  swear  posi- 
tively ;  I  am  satisfied  now  from  other  evidence ;  I  saw  one  of  them  going  home  that 
morning  about  6  o'clock,  from  my  house,  after  daylight. 

Question.  Who  do  you  say  swore  that  these  two  men  were  elsewhere  ? 

Ansucr.  Their  daughters  swore  that  they  were  at  home  that  part  of  the  night. 

Question.  At  what  hour  of  the  night  did  this  occur? 

Ansua:  At  12  o'clock. 

Question.  How  long  before  that  was  it  that  you  were  knocked  off  your  horse  in  the 
day  time  ? 

Ansicer.  That  was  going  home  from  court. 

Question.  How  long  before  ? 

Answer.  Some  six  or  eight  months  before.  I  started  over  to  Newton  with  the  deputy 
sheriff.  There  was  a  political  meeting  there,  and  I  went  into  the  court-house,  and 
while  I  was  in  the  court-house  I  heard  some  one  cursing  me,  and  I  stepped  out  and 
went  outside.  I  thought  it  was  best  for  me  to  get  home.  I  didn't  like  to  be  there 
anyhow  late  in  the  day,  for  fear  they  would  do  me  like  they  had  some  others  that  had 
been  mistreated.  This  deputy  sheriff  and  I  went  over  there  together ;  and  in  going 
over  I  was  telling  him  how  they  had  let  the  white  men  stip  and  taken  up  these  negioes. 
He  was  taking  me  over  as  a  witness  for  a  negro  man.  He  had  taken  uj)  the  negro 
man  on  susijicion  that  he  was  a  murderer  or  had  done  some  misdeed  in  Virginia. 
He  had  taken  him  up  and  put  him  in  jail  on  suspicion.  I  told  him  they  ought  to  have 
taken  up  a  white  man  who  had  committed  a  murder,  or  there  was  strong  evidence  of 
it;  that  they  ought  to  take  him  up  and  punish  him.  Well,  Ave  went  on  to  town 
together.  As  we  went  to  go  home,  this  man,  Wilson,  was  standing  in  the  door — he 
and  a  crowd  of  men.  Wilson  was  playing  with  his  stick,  and  laughing  and  talking 
with  those  about  him ;  and  I  saw  them.  I  and  the  deputy  sheiiff  started  to  go  home 
together.  We  didn't  exactly  start  together.  The  deputy  sheriff  got  his  mule  first. 
I  had  to  do  a  little  business  with  a  gentleman  there,  and  I  got  little  belated.  Wilson 
and  his  crowd  got  together  on  another  road  and  came  over  to  my  road  where  I  was 
saddling  my  nag,  and  started  and  got  about  a  hundred  yards  before  me,  I  suppose, 
I  followed  on  after  them,  and  as  I  got  up  to  them  I  said,  "  Good  evening."  This  man, 
Wilson,  who  is  a  very  hot,  fiery  man,  has  always  been  a  political  man  ;  I  never  was  a 
politician  in  my  life.  He  says,  "  God  damn  yoTi,  Kamsour,  didn't  I  tell  you  never  to 
speak  to  me?"  I  said,  "I  thought  my  mouth  was  my  own  ;  I  thought  I  could  say 
'  How  d'ye,'  at  any  rate."    He  came  up  to  mo  and  beat  me  with  a  big  stave. 

Question.  That  was  in  broad  daylight  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  had  him  arrested  for  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  tried  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  convicted  ? 

Ansiver.  He  paid  the  fine. 

27 
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QueHion.  He  was  convicted,  then  ? 

Ansiver.  I  suppose  so;  he  paid  tlae  fine.  The  sheriff  didn't  keep  him  off  of  me,  and. 
they  beat  me  for  half  a  mile,  I  suppose.  Then  the  deputy  sheriff  rode  off',  for  he  knew 
I  was  beat  so  bad  that  the  people  would  say  lie  didn't  do  Ms  duty  ;  and  so  he  rode  off. 
They  then  beat  me  off"  my  horse,  and  rode  off  to  town. 

Question.  Was  that  the  reason  he  gave  for  beating  yon.  that  yon  spoke  to  him  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  reason,  and  that  I  was  a  radical. 

Question.  Did  he  say  that  ? 

Anstcer.  That  I  ought  to  quit  my  damned  foolishness  against  my  country.  He  saitl 
that  cften,  that  I  should  (init  my  damned  foolery,  and  not  go  against  my  own  country. 

Qitcsiion.  What  county  do  you  live  in  ? 

Ansicer.  In  Catawba  County,  close  to  Newton.    This  was  before  the  other  scrape. 

Question.  How  has  it  been  in  that  county  since?  Have  there  been  any  other  outrages? 

Ansii-cr.  Yes,  sir ;  about  twenty-three  have  been  wliipped  in  my  neighborhood.  Some 
of  them  have  been  some  women  of  a  sort  of  bad  character,  as  they  make  it  out  now. 
They  whipped  a  couple  of  men  two  weeks  ago  ;  one  of  them  for  fooling  a  girl,  courting 
her  awhile  and  then  marrying  another.  They  are  trying  to  correct  the  morals  of  the 
country,  as  they  say  now.  Some  colored  men  told  me  that  these  people  had  their 
meeting-place  at  such  and  such  a  night.  I  could  hardly  believe  it ;  but  I  went  to  a 
school-house  and  found  their  tracks  around  it  where  they  had  been. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  character  of  the  outrages  they  have  committed  in  your 
county  since  they  whii)ped  you  in  1SG8?  Has  it  generally  been  whipping,  or  has  there 
been  anything  more  serious  f 

Answer.  They  killed  one,  or  at  least  be  died  from  the  effects.  They  shot  a  young 
negro  by  the  lianie  of  Willfong;  he  belonged  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Willfong,  and 
went  by  his  name. 

QHCslion.  What  was  he  shot  for? 

Answer.  This  disguised  band  went  there  and  shot  him.  They  had  a  grudge  against 
him  for  being  too  impudent,  you  know,  talking  too  big ;  that  was  the  principal  cause. 
8<  \  eral  others  are  good  farmers  there;  I  could  give  the  names  of  those  who  have  been 
wliipped. 

Question.  Give  their  names. 

Answer.  I  have  their  names  on  a  little  memorandum. 

Question.  Have  you  that  memorandum  with  yovif 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Well,  give  us  the  names  of  the  persons  who  have  been  whipped  ? 

Answer.  I  have  their  names;  they  came  to  me  and  told  me  of  their  being  whipped. 
I  said  ■'  Why  don't  you  go  to  tlie  squire  f  They  said  it  was  no  use,  for  he  was  a  Ku- 
Klux  too  ;  tliey  said  their  only  chanct;  was  to  go  to  Ku-Kluxing  too.  I  said,  "  Don't  do 
that,  you  will  get  your  reward;  it  will  all  come  right  some  day." 

Que.'ition.  (io  on  and  give  us  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  Avhippod. 

Answer.  Elijah  Fuiger,  a  colored  man  ;  Newton  Killian,  Sidney  Mutts,  Lawson  Black- 
burn, one  of  the  best  servants,  I  believe,  that  ever  w;xa  in  our  county  ;  he  was  doing  as 
well  as  anv  man ;  they  whipped  him  because  he  voted  for  the  constitution;  George 
Conley,  Jim  Coulter,  Robert  Smyer,  de  was  whipped  with  me;  he  has  been  whipped 
and  interrupted  three  times,  and  myself  comes  next  in  rotation;  Rufns  Rhinchart, 
Steven  Warlick,  Isaac  Robinson,  Dan'iel  BuUinger,  a  white  man.  Then  there  was  sev- 
eral women  whipptul  who  were  rather  bad  characters;  it  is  not  worth  while  to  jmt 
their  names  in,  I  reckon. 

Question,  (jlive  us  all  their  names? 

Answer.  Well,  Let ty  Willfong  and  Maria  Trobst  were  Avhipped,  and  Newton  Will- 
fong was  the  one  that  died  ;  tfiey  whipix'd  him  several  times,  and  the  last  time  they 
shot  him,  and  he  died;  Bob  Robinson,  Michael  Petrie— they  whipped  him  two  weeks 
ago.  I  hapi>ened,  providentially,  to  go  by  his  house  the  morning  after  it  happened. 
I  had  been  to  Cleveland,  and  it  seems  as  if  it  was  ordered  that  I  should  go  by  his 
bouse  just  as  I  did.  Then  there  was  Peter  Young,  a  white  man  ;  Mahala  Willfong— 
they  have  been  at  her  house  three  times,  I  believe;  John  Fowler,  a  young  man  I  was 
guardian  for,  that  was  my  body  guard,  they  whipped  him  the  other  night. 

Question.  The  other  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  just,  about  two  weeks  ago;  he  was  staying  with  his  grandmotlier, 
an  old  lady  sixty  years  old,  and  they  frightened  her  j)retty  near  to  death;  and  the 
miller,  at  the  mill, "they  run  him  off.  'Mrs.  William  Hall ;  Henry  Bost,  he  was  pretty 
near  dead;  Mouy  Carpenter,  a  white  man,  was  robbed  of  $80,  the  other  week,  by  men 
in  disguise.     That  is  the  last  I  have  on  my  list. 

Qui;stion.  What  period  of  time  do  theae  cases  cover?  How  long  ago  was  the  first 
one  ? 

Answer.  About  two  years,  I  reckon. 
Question.  How  late  was  the  last  one  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  last  Thursdy  night,  two  weeks  aigo,  about  the  middle  of  Feb- 
ruary ;  the  one  I  happened  to  go  by  his  house,  Petrie.    I  asked  him  what  they  had 
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■whipped  liim  for ;  he  said  they  told  him  it  was  because  lie  had  com  ted  that  other  girl ; 
had  deceived  her,  they  said. 

Qiu'fitioii.  Has  any  body  been  pnnished  for  these  offenses  in  that  county? 

Ansii'er.  No,  sir  ;  not  one  that  I  Itnow  of. 

Question.  How  many  have  been  arrested  ? 

Answer.  Only  those  I  had  arrested  ;  those  are  all  I  know  of.  They  would  go  and 
make  complaints  against  them,  and  they  would  tell  tliem  thoy  had  better  hush  and  say 
nothing  about  it.  They  would  then  come  to  me  to  say  something;  but  I  would  say 
that  I  could  do  nothing. 

Question.  What  is  the  political  character  of  the  township  you  lire  in  ? 

Answer.  I  am  the  onlj^  white  man  there  who  is  a  republican  ;  I  am  the  only  one  ;  at 
our  election  I  voted  for  the  constitution,  and  they  said  I  was  the  only  white  nigger  that 
voted  for  the  constitution  ;  some  twenty  black  men  and  myself  voted  for  the  constitu- 
tion ;  the  "  nigger  constitution"  as  they  call  it. 

Question.  How  many  of  those  black  men  have  been  whipped  ? 

Ariswer.  Some  three*  or  four,  and  all  the  balance  intimidated.  At  the  lust  election 
only  one  of  them  voted  the  republican  ticket.  Even  the  one  who  was  working  at  my 
house  didn't  go  to  the  election  ;  he  promised  in  the  morning  that  he  would  go,  but  he 
didn't  go.  I  went  to  the  election,  and  when  I  came  back  in  the  evening  I  asked  him 
why  lie  didn't  go.  He  said  he  didn't  know  what  to  do.  I  said  to  him,  "  Of  course,  you 
did  as  you  pleased  ;  I  didn't  persuade  you  to  go." 

Question.  Have  the  colored  people  there  felt  uneasy  and  alarmed  for  their  safety,  in 
consefiuence  of  these  whippings  and  scourgiugs? 

Answei:  Certainly  they  have  ;  they  have  been  in  dread. 

Question.  Do  they  feel  so  yet? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  do';  this  colored  man  who  is  at  my  house  is  afraid  every  night 
of  his  life.  They  have  been  there  three  times ;  and  they  say  they  vron't  go  to  one 
place  more  than  three  times,  and  then  if  he  doesn't  quit  his  damned  ibolishuess  thoy 
will  kill  him. 

Question.  What  is  the  feeling  among  the  white  men  in  the  county  as  to  tlieir  safety  ? 

Aiiswcr.  Well,  I  dou't  feel  safe  at  all  myself;  I  liave  not  felt  safe  for  the  last  three  or 
four  months  ;  I  have  had  my  knife  and  carbine  right  at  hand  every  uight.  A1)ont  two 
weeks  ago  I  moved  from  where  I  was  living,  and  moved  over  to  Hickory  Station ;  I 
thought  I  would  in  that  way  get  out  of  the  Ku-Klux  crowd.  I  can't  tell  you  they 
were  there;  but  everything  goes  to  show  that  they  intended  to  get  me  out  one  night 
there.  But  I  didn't  venture  out  at  all ;  my  wifo  told  me  to  stay  in  the  house;  that  I 
shouldn't  venture  to  go  out  of  the  house  at  night. 

Question.  How  were  the  men  disguised  who  were  at  your  house  the  night  you  have 
spoken  of? 

Answer.  They  had  on  all  kinds  of  old  skins  and  clothes;  and  their  hats  stuck  up 
maybe  two  feet  above  their  heads,  and  looked  like  they  were  stufied  with  cot^ton,  or 
something  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Did  they  have  gowns  on  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  some  had  red  gowns  and  some  white  gowns  ;  mostly  Avhite  gowns. 
They  had  uo  common  clothes  on,  at  least  that  you  could  see. 

Question.  Were  their  faces  concealed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  but  their  eyes.  I  thought  I  might  know  some  of  them  by  tlieir 
eyes,  but  I  could  not  tell  one  of  them.  I  would  look  at  their  eyes,  but  they  would 
keep  tlieir  heads  in  motion,  dodging  and  dancing  around,  some  of  them  swearing  and 
making  a  fool  noise  all  the  time,  calling  for  water,  and  keeping  up  foolish  gestures  all 
the  time. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  7,  1871. 
William  A.  Albright,  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Ansxver.  I  live  in  Graham,  Alamance  County,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there? 

Answer.  I  was  born  and  raised  in  the  county.     I  have  lived  in  Graham  since  1^05 

Question.  What  is  your  business? 

Answer.  I  am  clerk  of  the  superior  court. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ? 

Ansicer.  I  was  clerk  of  the  county  court  from  1865  to  1868;  in  April,  1868,  I  was 
elected  as  clerk  of  the  superior  court. 

Question.  Do  your  duties  require  you  to  go  through  any  other  parts  of  the  State  than 
the  county  in  which  you  live? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  my  duty  at  this  time,  under  our  constitution  is  that  of  clerk  of  the 
sui)erior  court,  and  judge  of  x)robate. 
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Question.  From  the  opportunities  you  have  bad  of  observing  the  administration  of 
justice  in  tbe  county  of  Alamance,  what  is  your  opinion  in  regard  to  the  probability  of 
bringing  to  justice,  in  that  county,  members  of  tbe  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Ansicer.  I  would  like  to  make  a  preliminary  statement.  Tbere  bave  been  a  number 
of  outrages  committed  in  my  county,  and  never  a  bill  found  by  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  Give  us  any  facts  that  you  bave,  bearing  upon  the  question,  and  then  8tat« 
your  opinion  in  regard  to  it. 

Answer:  I  cannot  say  Avhat  evidence  was  produced  in  the  grand  jury  room  ;  I  know 
nothing  of  that;  I  know  that  bills  have  been  sent  to  them  and  returned,  "  Not  a  true 
bill." 

Question.  Against  persons  charged  with  committing  these  crimes — persons  in  disguise  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  how  many  of  them  had  been  sent  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  I  can  be  positive  in  stating  that  there  were  bills  sent  against  five  at 
one  time. 

Question.  With  what  offenses  were  they  charged  ? 

Ansiver.  They  were  charged  with  whipjiiug  colored  men. 

Question.  Were  all  five  charged  with  one  offense? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  tbere  any  other  bills  sent  in? 

Answer.  I  do  not  tbluk  auj'  bills  were  ever  sent  in  against  any  other  parties,  except 
those  five. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  any  facts  you  may  wish  to  state  before  giving  your  opinion 
as  to  the  practicability  of  administering  justice  agaiust  these  persons.  Are  there  any 
other  facts  that  you  Avish  to  istate  ? 

Answer.  There  are  no  others.  I  wanted  to  make  that  statement  in  that  way  in  regard 
to  the  bills  that  were  sent  in.  I  think  tbe  solicitor  in  my  district  would  have  sent  in 
other  bills  but  for  the  fact  that  he  feared  they  would  not  be  noticed ;  after  having  tried 
these  live  bills  he  was  somewhat  despondent  as  to  finding  bills  against  any  parties  in  dis- 
guise who  committed  these  outrages ;  that  was  simply  the  expression  of  his  opinion 
to  me. 

Question.  We  have  had  a  pretty  full  statement  from  other  witnesses  in  regard  to  the 
number  of  offenses  e(unmitted  in  the  county  of  Alannmce.  Will  you  state  how  many 
persons  within  your  knowledge  and  observation  have  been  arrested  for  those  offenses  ? 

Ansiver.  You  mean  arrested  bj^  the  civil  authorities  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

yUiswer.  I  snp])Ose  some  fifteen  or  twenty. 

Question.  Have  any  of  them  ever  been  convicted  ? 

Ansircr.  Never. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  as  to  the  state  of  things  existing  in  other  counties 
in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  have  none  except  that  which  I  derive  as  a  man  mingling  with  the  people. 

Question.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  t 

Aniiwer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  From  the  knowledge  which  you  have  of  the  existing  condition  of  things  in 
the  county  of  Alamance  at  lliis  time,  will  yuu  state  wbclher  tbe  peoi)le  there  are 
relieved  from  ai»prelu'nsions  of  danger  from  this  Ku-Klux  organization  f 

Answer.  They  are  not. 

Question.  What  do  you  believe  to  be  the  real  state  of  feeling  among  the  people  on 
that  subject  ? 

Answer.  On  the  part  of  the  people  there  who  are  opposed  to  the  organization  it  is  a 
feeling  of  i'car.  1  would  like  to  state  here  that  there  has  not  been  any  outrage  com- 
mitted in  my  county,  to  my  knowledge  personally  or  by  hcarsaj',  since  the  militia  left 
there. 

Question.  Tliat  was  in  .Iidy  or  August  last  ? 

Answer.  I  tliinlv  Ihcy  Ictr  there  in  September.    * 

Question.  To  what  did  you  attribute  the  cessation  of  those  outrages  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  attribute  it  to  this:  just  simply  waiting  for  an  opportunity;  the 
feeling  there  against  loyal  men  has  not  abated. 

Question.  U])ou  wliat  do  you  base  that  statement  ? 

Answer.  Upon  statements  made  by  jiarties  who  say  that  when  certain  things  have 
transjiired  tluTc;  lb(\v  will  bring  certain  men  to  account. 

QuciUdu.  What  things  f 

Ansnrr.  Whenever  they  have  impeached  the  governor  of  tlie  State  and  have  con- 
victed him  and  turned  bim  out  of  oliice,  and  also  the  judiciary  of  the  State,  as  they 
propose  to  do;  then  they  will  take  charge  of  the  men  in  my  county. 

Question.  Does  that  refer  to  the  impeachment  proceedings  now  pending  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Qvestion.  Are  the  men  who  have  made  statements  of  that  kind  members  of  the  Ku- 
Klux  organization  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  ;  or  rather  I  will  modify  that  statement  by  saying  that  men 
have  told  me  so  who  said  they  belonged  to  it. 

Question,  What  is  your  own  belief  as  to  the  state  of  society  which  would  result  from 
these  things  being  accomplished  ? 

Aribwei:  Well,  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  protection  wliich  a  loyal  Gov- 
ernment gives  my  State  was  taken  from  us  we  would  either  be  driven  into  submission 
to  their  peculiar  views,  or  we  would  be  compelled  to  leave  the  country. 

Question.  Would  the  rights  of  persons,  the  rights  of  property,  or  the  free  exercise  of 
political  rights,  be  secured  in  that  country  if  conviction  should  follow  this  impeach- 
ment trial "? 

Aiisiver.  The  rights  of  persons  would  not  be  secure;  the  rights  of  property  might  be. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  a  meeting  that  was  held  in  Graham  after  the  murder  of 
Wyatt  Outlaw — a  meeting  of  citizens  there  in  the  court-house? 

Answer.  There  was  no  meeting  held ;  there  was  a  meeting  called. 

Question.  I  observe  in  the  record  of  impeachment  proceedings  in  the  trial  of  Gov- 
ernor Holdeu,  a  newspaper  account  of  a  meeting  purporting  to  have  been  held  to  dis- 
countenance such  outrages ;  do  you  remember  that  meeting? 

Anstver.    I  do ;  I  signed  the  call. 

Question.  Is  the  James  E.  Boyd,  who  is  mentioned  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
resolutions,  I  believe,  the  same  James  E.  Boyd  who  was  afterward  shown  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Kn-Klux  organization? 

Ansum:  You  are  referring,  I  think,  to  a  different  meeting  from  the  one  to  which  I 
refer ;  the  meeting  where  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  resolutions  was  an 
indignation  meeting  called  against  the  ShotFner  bill.  That  meeting,  I  think,  was  held 
some  time  about  the  first  of  January,  1870.  But  another  meeting  was  called  imme- 
diately after  the  hanging  of  Outlaw  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  expression  of  tho 
public  sentiment  against  these  outrages — at  the  meeting  to  which  you  refer  when. 
Mr.  James  E.  Boyd  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  resolutions 

Question.  Which  meeting  was  that  ? 

Ansiver.  Tho  one  held  in  January. 

Question.  Before  Outlaw  was  hanged  ? 

Answe}'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  observe  the  account  of  that  meeting  quoted  in  the  impeachment  proceed- 
ings, as  I  understand  it,  as  an  evidence  that  the  people  of  the  county  were  opposed  to 
these  Ku-Klux.  The  point  I  want  to  get  at  is  whether  the  Mr.  Boyd  who  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  resolutions  at  that  meeting  was  the  same  James  E.  Boyd, 
afterward  shown  to  be  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  same  man. 

Question.  Is  the  Mr.  Long,  who  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  secretaries  of  that 
meeting,  the  same  Mr.  Long  who  was  afterward  disclosed  to  be  the  commander  of  the 
Ku-Klux  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  The  same  man. 

Question.  Is  the  Doctor  Moore,  who  was  either  a  member  of  the  committee  on  resolu- 
tions or  oue  of  the  speakers  at  that  meeting,  the  same  Mr.  Moore  referred  to  in  the 
testimony  before  the  judges,  as  being  a  member  of  that  organization  ? 

Answer.  The  same  oue,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Has  the  participation  of  those  men  in  that  meeting  been  quoted  as  an 
evidence  of  condemnation  by  the  conservatives  or  the  democrats  of  that  county  of  tho 
proceedings  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ?  / 

Answer.  I  understand  that  just  this  way:  A  meeting  was  called  and  a  considerable 
number  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  assembled  at  the  court-house,  but  the  troops 
having  arrived  there  the  meeting  was  not  held  at  all. 

Question.  Were  there  any  resolutions  adopted? 

Answer.  None. 

Question.  Were  any  afterward  published  as  having  been  adopted  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  You  have  in  mind  the  wrong  meeting,  or  else  I  have. 

Answer.  I  think  you  have  in  mind  the  meeting  of  January  ;  the  meeting  I  thought 
you  asked  me  the  question  about  was  the  meeting  in  March. 

Question.  Have  you  read  the  proceedings  in  tho  im pe£),chment  trial? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  to  some  extent. 

Question.  Have  you  noticed  the  evidence  there  given  of  a  meeting  held  in  your 
county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  the  witness  testify  as  to  that. 

Question.  Well,  which  meeting  was  that  ? 

Ansiver.  That  was  the  meeting  in  January. 

Question.  Before  Outlaw  was  hanged? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  an  indignation  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  donounc- 
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ing  the  ;•/■.>  ion  of  the  legislature ;  it  was  during  a  recess  of  the  legislature  from  some 
day  ill  December  to  some  day  iu  January.  The  meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of 
denouncing  tbe  Shoffuer  bill,  which  had  been  introduced  prior  to  the  recess  of  the 
legishitnre,  and  it  was  thought  that  after  the  recess  it  would  come  up  for  action  iu 
the  legislature.  That  was  the  meeting  at  which  Mr.  B.oyd  was  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  resolutior.s.  Another  meeting  was  called  about  a  week  after  Outlaw  was 
hanged  ;  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  assembled,  but  because  of  the  presence 
of  troops  that  meeting  did  not  even  organize. 

Question.  Was  not  the  meeting  which  was  held  in  January,  and  at  which  Mr.  Boyd 
was  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  resolutions,  quoted  throughout  the  State  as 
Laving  been  held  in  opposition  to  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Jvnicc'i:  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  Was  it  not  given  iu  evidence  for  that  purpose  in  the  impeachment  trial? 

Ansivcr.  I  do  not  know  as  to  that. 

(question.  What  has  been  the  eflect  in  your  county  of  these  outrages  upon  the  colored 
men  in  regard  to  their  going  to  elecfions? 

Answer.  This  organization  there  has  been  a  very  great  terror  to  the  colored  men, 
and  I  think  the  effect  has  been  to  deprive  them  to  some  extent  of  their  privileges, 
and  at  least  a  great  many  of  them  have  been  silenced. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  etfect  of  the  repeal  of  the  legislation  of  North  Carolina 
■which  seeks  to  protect  the  i)eople  against  the  commission  of  outrages  by  ijersous  in 
disguise  ? 

Aiifiu-cr.  That  act  has  already  been  repealed  by  the  legislature.  ' 

Question.  By  the  present  legislature? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

^)uestion.  What  is  the  feeling  in  consequence  of  that  repeal  ? 

Answer.  Tluxt  repeal  is  coui)led  with  a  i)ropositiou  to  jiass  an  act  against  all  secret 
organizations;  the  effect  of  it  can  only  be  known  by  the  result;  I  can  hardly  tell 
Avliat  would  be  the  ellect  of  it. 

Question.  Has  it  in  any  way  affected  the  people? 

Anstter.  It  has  produced  a  fear  on  the  part  of  certain  parties  who  felt  protected  by 
the  former  act. 

Question.  You  say  that  act  is  now  repealed  ? 

Ansicer.  I  so  understand. 

Question.  Have  you  any  olher  information  bearing  upon  the  general  question  of  the 
Btate  of  security  in  Nortli  Carolina  which  you  can  give  to  us  that  would  throw  light 
upon  the  subject  of  our  investigation? 

Answer.  Notliiug  that  I  know  of  except  perhaps  this:  I  believe  our  people  require 
protection,  or  at  least  they  ask  for  it. 

Question.  In  what  way  do  they  feel  that  protection  is  not  now  given  them;  is  it  be- 
cause of  the  impossibility  of  couvictiug  iu  the  courts  the  authors  of  these  outrages? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bl.uu  : 

Question.  Ymi  say  you  are  clerk  of  the  court  of  Alamance  County? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wliat  court  ? 

Answer.  Of  tbe  superior  court. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  since  the  hanging  of  Outlaw  the 
gi'and  jury  there  have  failed  in  their  duty  in  ferreting  out  the  nnnderers  of  Outlaw? 

Answer.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  thej'  have  not  done  their  duty. 

Question.  Is  there  any  resistance  to  the  law  or  to  the  ofticers  of  the  law  in  Alamance 
County  ? 

Ansn-er.  Do  you  mean  in  the  serWce  of  the  civil  process? 

Question.  The  service  of  any  process. 

Answer.  None  to  my  knowledge. 

Qufstion.  Eitlier  civil  or  criminal? 

A..nswcr.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  does  it  happen,  then,  that  the  eflfort  to  discover  tho  mnrderers  of  Out- 
law has  failed  ;  what  was  the  reason  of  the  failure  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  you  see  those  men,  Kirk  and  Bergen,  while  iu  your  State  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  them  in  my  county. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  with  them  nuich  ? 

Answer.  I  taliced  with  them  some. 

Question.  Did  you  suggest  to  them  whom  to  arrest  ? 

Answer.  No,  sii\ 

Question.  You  did  not  give  them  the  names  of  any  of  tho  persons  to  bo  arrested? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  they  were  coming  before  they  arrived  in  tho  county? 

Anatcer.  I  did  not. 
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Question.  Did  the  mayor  of  your  town — I  think  his  name  was  Smith — favor  the  ar- 
rests that  were  made  by  Kirk  and  Bergen  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  We  have  had  no  mayor  of  the  name  of  Smith. 
Question.  I  refer  to  INIajor  Smith  ? 

Answer.  That  is  William  A.  Smith,  president  of  the  railroad  company. 
Question.  Did  he  suggest  any  of  those  arrests  f 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Holden  talk  about  those  arrests,  or  say  whether  he  had 
ordered  them  or  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  I  have  heard  him  speak  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  say  that  he  had  ordered  persons  to  be  arrested  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  him  name  individuals.  I  heard  him  speak  of  a  general  order 
he  had  issued  for  the  arrest  of  suspected  persons. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  him  name  Turner  as  one  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Never. 

Question.  You  say  that  you  think  the  people  there  need  some  protection.  As  I  under- 
stand you,  these  outrages  have  been  committed  by  personsXiu  disguise  who  belonged 
to  a  secret  society  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so  ;  I  have  been  informed  so. 

Question.  You  suppose  so  °? 

Ansicer.  I  have  heard  persons  who  claim  to  belong  to  the  order  say  so.  I  never  saw 
in  my  life  any  of  these  men  in  disguise. 

Question.  If  a  law  was  passed  to  prevent  these  secret  societies,  would  not  that  arrest 
the  commission  of  these  oft'ensesf 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Could  this  kind  of  outrages  be  committed  in  your  county  by  persons  with- 
out they  were  disguised  and  banded  together  f 

Answer.  These  outrages  might  be  eounnitted  by  men  who  were  not  disguised. 

Question.  Without  theii"  beiug  brought  to  punishment  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  could  not  be  ? 

Answer.  I  think  if  they  Avere  to  commit  them  without  being  disguised  they  would  bo 
brought  to  punishment. 

Question.  Then,  if  a  law  was  passed  against  this  organization  or  society  of  disguised 
persons,  would  it  not  break  up  this  business  altogether  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  not. 

Question.  You  think  not  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  think  not ;  understand  me,  there  was  a  statute  law  of  North  Carolina  that 
made  it  a  criminal  offense  to  go  disguised  ;  that  law  has  been  repealed.  Your  question 
now  leads  to  an  opinion  only,  not  to  what  I  know.  My  opinion  is  that  no  statute  law 
to  prevent  secret  societies  in  my  country  will  break  up  an  organization  of  disguised 
men. 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  secret  organizations  in  your  country  besides  the  one 
you  speak  of? 

Answer.  I  am  informed  so. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  of  your  own  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anybody  who  belongs  to  what  is  called  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  I  know  men  who  have  told  me  that  they  belonged  to  it. 

Question.  Is  it  not  alleged  by  persons  there  that  theKu-Klux,  as  they  are  called,  was 
organized  to  antagonize  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Suppose  that  the  Loyal  League  were  to  disband,  would  there  be  any  longer 
any  excuse  for  the  other  secret  societies  ? 

Answer.  My  opinion,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  express  it,  inregard  to  the  Loyal  League 
is  that  it  did  disband  in  July,  1868  ;  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  a  league  meeting  in 
Alamance  County  since  the  presidential  election  ;  I  know  of  one  meeting  that  I  was 
in  myself,  not  as  a  member,  however,  previous  to  that  election. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  this  statute  of  North  Carolina  against  persons  going 
in  disguise.  Do  you  know  of  any  conviction  under  that  statute  in  the  State,  except  of 
the  tliree  negroes,  who  were  convicted  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  Not  one  ;  I  never  heard  of  any  but  those. 

Question.  Were  they  convicted  under  that  statute  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  And  the  statute  itself  has  been  repealed  by  the  present  legislature  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  I  understand. 
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Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  Cominitteo  on  the  Condition  of  Affairs  in  the 
Southern  States,  submitted  the  following  as  the 

VIEWS  OF  THE  MINOEITY: 

The  undersigned,  constituting  a  minority  of  the  committee  charged 
by  the  Senate  with  the  investigation  of  the  '"condition  of  affairs  in  the 
Southern  States,"  find  themselves  unable  to  agree  with  the  majority  of 
said  committee  in  their  report  accompanying  the  testimony,  or  in  the 
conclusions  they  have  drawn  from  it,  and  feeling  that  the  subject  is  one 
of  the  greatest  importance,  have  resolved  to  submit  their  views  to  the 
Senate  and  the  country. 
The  resolution  under  which  the  committee  have  acted  is  as  follows: 
Eesolred,  That  the  messages  of  the  President,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  coomiittee,  to  consist  of  live  members,  who  shall  have  power  to  employ 
a  clerk  and  a  ^tfuographer,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  iuvestigato  the  mat- 
ters therein  referred  to,  and  inqnire  into  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  crimes  and  out- 
rages of  a  political  character  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  the  Southern  States, 
ami  whether  there  be  in  those  States  security  of  persons  and  projierty. 

Preceded  by  a  Senate  resolution,  passed  December  10, 1870,  calling  on 
the  President  "  for  information  relative  to  the  organization  of  disloyal 
persons  in  North  Carolina,  having  in  view  resistance  to  the  United 
States  laws,  denial  of  protection  and  the  enjoyment  of  rights  and  liber- 
ties secured  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  &c. ;  and  in 
compliance  with  which  two  messages,  one  dated  January  13,  1871,  and 
the  other  Jauuarj^  17,  1871,  were  transmitted,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments, by  the  President  to  the  Senate. 

Thus  it  will  appear  that  the  resolution  under  which  the  special  com- 
mittee was  appointed  was  founded  on  the  reports  transmitted  as  afore- 
said by  the  President.  Instantly  upon  their  api^ointment  the  committee 
organized  and  proceeded  without  delay  to  examine  witnesses,  who  were 
apparently  all  ready  in  waiting  in  the  city  of  Washington,  to  wit :  The 
sou  of  Governor  Holden,  Colonel  George  W.  Kirk,  and  Bergen,  his  lieu- 
tenant colonel. 

No  opportunity  (save  that  afforded  by  its  single  reading  in  the  Senate) 
has  been  given  the  undersigned  to  inspect  the  report  of  the  majority,  or 
obtain  a  proper  knowledge  of  its  contents.  This  we  regret,  but  the  action 
of  the  majority  has  not  enabled  us  to  prevent.  The  report  was  read 
once,  and  instantlj^  transmitted  to  the  printer,  by  whom  it  has  not  yet 
been  returned. 

We  desire  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  scope  of  the 
resolution  under  which  the  committee  have  acted  "  to  inquire  into  the 
truth  or  falsehood  of  crimes  and  outrages  of  -a,  poUtical  character  in  the 
Southern  States."  Here  is  an  unlimited  field  of  general  allegation,  quali- 
fied only  by  the  word  '■'•  political ^^''  and  conveying  nothing  definite  to  the 


2  CONDITION    OF    AFFAIRS    IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

communities  whose  domestic  affairs  Avere,  -without  notice  or  specified 
charges,  to  have  a  cougressioual  drag-uet  throwu  over  them,  and  be 
hauled  before  the  committee,  and  the  closing  paragraph  of  the  resolu- 
tion only  aggravated  the  dangers  and  difliculties  of  such  an  investigation, 
by  inquiring  "whether  there  be  in  those  States  security  for  i)ersons  and 
property." 

The  only  warranr  existing  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
for  such  an  inquisition,  which  the  undersigned  are  enabled  to  discover, 
nrast  be  found,  if  it  has  any  existence  whatever,  in  the  fourth  section 
of  article  3  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides : 

The  Uuited  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  repnhlican  form  of 
government,  and  shall  jaotett  each  of  them  against  invasion,  and  on  application  of  the 
legislature,  or  of  the  executive  when  the  legislature  cannot  be  convened,  against  do- 
mestic violence. 

Nor  will  the  advocates  of  the  resolution  be  enabled  to  find  shelter 
under  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  provid- 
ing that : 

Xo  State  shall  make  or  enforce  any  law  which  shall  aV)ridge  the  privileges  or  immu- 
nities of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  nor  shall  any  State  deprive  any  person  of  life,  lib- 
erty, or  property  without  due  process  of  law,  nor  deny  any  person  within  its  jurisdiction 
the  equal  jjiotection  of  the  laws. 

"iVo  tStnte'''  has  passed  any  law  in  violation  of  the  last-cited  amend- 
ment, nor  has  any  question  been  made  relative  to  the  exercise  of  power 
in  the  emergencies  set  forth  in  the  fourth  section  of  article  3.  The  un- 
dersigned are  theretbre  at  a  loss  to  discover  whence  such  power  is  de- 
rived as  is  set  forth  in  the  resolution  and  acted  u[)on  by  the  committee, 
and  therefore  they  protest,  in  the  name  and  under  the  limitations  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  against  any  and  all  action  of  an  in- 
quisitorial characteiiinto  the  internal  and  domestic  affairs  of  any  of  the 
States,  or  any  attempt  by  Congress  or  the  Executive  to  interfere  with 
the  State  governments  or  citizens  individually  as  to  matters  not  cogniz- 
able by  the  Federal  Government  under  the  Constitution. 

It  is"  true  that  the  State  of  North  Carolina  alone  has  been  made  the 
subject  of  such  investigation;  tliat  the  internal  affairs  of  that  State,  her 
police  regulations,  and  the  conduct  of  her  citizens  and  State  ofiBcials, 
have  alone  been  examined  into  by  tlie  committee;  but  North  Carolina  is 
now,  and  lor  more  than  two  years  ])ast  has  been,  admitedly  by  all 
parties  and  departments  of  this  (lovernment,  an  equal  State  of  the  Union, 
with  no  dimiiuttion  of  her  rights  and  privileges  as  one  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  Her  Senators  and  members  of  the  House  of  llepie- 
sentatives  have  been  duly  sent  to  Congress,  and  have  been  recognized, 
and  have  exercised  their  full  share  of  power  in  the  government  of  the 
Uni6n.  Any  claim  of  power,  therefore,  to  investigate  the  internal  and 
domestic,  aftiiirs  of  that  State,  to  invade  her  police  powers  of  control  over 
all  matters  Avitliin  her  jurisdiction,  must  be  eqimlly  Valid  and  have  equal 
force  when  a[»plii'd  to  any  other  State. 

The  reserved  rights,  under  the  tenth  article  of  amendment  to  the 
Federal  Constitution,  of  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts,  Ohio,  or  New 
York,  are  in  no  degree  more  secure  than  those  of  North  Carolina ;  and 
it  may  well  be  asked  whether  the  States  named,  as  well  as  all  others, 
are  prepared  to  submit  themselves  to  such  investigations  and  the  pro- 
posed action  toward  tliem  and  their  citizens  as  is  now  indicated  toward 
the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

The  undersigned  earnestly  protest  against  the  exercise  or  admission 
of  any  such  power  as  unwarranted  by  the  Constitution,  and  utterly  sub- 
versive of  our  Federal  system  of  State  governments.  The  result  of  the 
admission  of  such  powers  as  are  suggested  by  the  resolution  would  be 
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the  total  destruction  of  the  aiitouomy  of  State  governments  and  deprive 
the  people  of  all  those  powers  of  local  self-government  that  lie  at  the 
very  base  of  our  sj^stem,  and  tend  to  train 'Tind  tit  oar  citizens  for  the 
exercise  of  those  functions  which  have  developed  the  vigor  and  self-reli- 
ance of  the  American  i)eople. 

There  can  no  longer  be  urged  the  plea  of  "  military  necessity.'"  The  flag 
of  the  nation  floats  in  placid  security  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  and 
there  is  no  pretense  of  opposition  in  any  quarter  to  the  peaceable  opera- 
tion of  the  civil  authority.  The  experiment  proposed  by  the  resolution 
has  thus  far  been  made  upon  a  single  State  of  the  Union — North  Caro- 
lina— shall  it  be  continued  as  to  her  and  the  other  States  ?  AVe  hope 
not ;  and  now  earnestly  urge  upon  the  Senate  the  duty  and  necessity  of 
obedience  to  constitutional  limitations  upon  its  power  and  forbearance 
from  any  further  intrenchmeut  upon  the  rights  of  that  State  and  her 
people,  or  any  other  member  of  our  Federal  Union.  The  door  once 
opened  for  acts  like  this,  and  how  shall  it  be  closed  ? 

"  'Twill  he  recorded  for  a  precedent ; 
And  many  an  error,  by  tlie  same  example, 
Will  rnsh  into  the  State." 

But  considering  the  case  as  proposed,  we  find  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  uncovered  to  these  general,  indefinite  attacks  upon  her  fidelity 
to  tbe  Union  and  its  laws,  and  her  ability  and  disposition  to  protect  life 
and  property  in  her  society.  These  charges  take  no  yhape,  and  are  sent 
broadcast  against  her  people.  There  is  no  process  of  law,  no  informa- 
tion presented,  but  an  opportunity  simply  given  for  any  one  to  comefor- 
w^ard  and  assail  the  State  and  her  people  in  any  mode,  by  any  character 
of  testimony,  and  upbn  any  point,  without  notification,  that  i^rejudice  or 
animosity  can  suggest. 

But  all  this  is  numifestly  the  result  of  a  iflan  "cut  and  dried"  by  a 
conspiracy  formed  of  disappoiuted  politicians  who  have  lost  the  confi- 
dence of  their  peoi>le,  and  have  been  cast  out  of  oflice  by  the  almost 
unanimous  voice  of  a  betrayed  and  injured  constituency.  At  the  head 
of  this  cons'^iracy  plainly  stands  William  W.  Holden,  the  governor  of 
North  Carolina,  and  now  undergoing  trial  by  i^rocess  of  impeachment 
for  gross  abuses  of  his  official  power,  and  high  misdemeanors  by  him 
committed  in  color  of  his  ofiice;  and  we  annex  hereunto  the  record  of 
the  superior  court  of  Chatham  County,  North  Carolina,  proving  his 
complicity  in  the  crimes  of  arson  and  murder,  marked  Exhibit  A.  He 
has  beggared  the  treasury  of  his  State,  and  plundered,  outraged,  and 
betrayed  her  people;  anil  looks  now  to  the  strong  arm  of  the  Federal 
Government  as  the  only  means  of  rescuing  him  and  his  followers  from 
the  just  punishment  due  to  their  crimes.  The  voice  of  the  people  of  North 
Carolina  at  the  last  elections  declared  their  opposition  to  him  and  his 
party,  and  his  last  and  desperate  resort  is  to  inflame  the  party  passions 
of  Congress,  and  induce  an  exercise  of  unlawful  power  in  his  behalf.  In 
furtherance  of  this  scheme,  the  present  measure  was  iustituted,  and 
this  committee  raised.  The  two  Senators  from  North  Carolina  (Abbott 
and  Pool)  have  efficiently  aided  it,  suggesting  witnesses  and  supplying 
interrogatories  for  their  examination,  and  sometimes  escorting  them  in 
l^erson  to  the  door  of  the  committee  room.  And  what  is  the  character  of 
these  witnesses,  found  ready  and  in  attendance  for  examination  ?  Joseph 
W.  Holden,  the  son  and  accomplice  of  Governor  W.  W.  Holden,  heads 
the  list.  He  has  been  an  oflQce-holder,  fattening  on  the  corruptions  of 
his  father's  administration,  the  editor  of  his  party  organ;  and  even  his 
testimony  is  almost  entirely  /jmr&rr?/  in  its  nature,  and  inadmissible  in 
courts  of  justice.    George  W.  Kirk  and  George  B.  Bergen  come  upon  the 
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scene ;  and  to  the  undersigned  there  seemss^^i  strange  insensibility  to  the 
opinions  of  mankind  in  the  production  of  two  such  atrocious  characters 
Tt'i  the  role  of  witnesses  in  this  case.  Neither  of  them  were  citizens  of 
North  Carolina,  but  were  called  from  abroad  by  Holden  as  fitting  in- 
struments for  his  dark  and  bloody-  intent.  In  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  his  State,  he  made  these  two  strangers  to  his  people  officers  of 
militia,  and  having  declared  two  counties  (Alamance  and  Caswell)  in  a 
state  of  insurrection,  he  gave  the  unhappy  residents  over  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  these  two  ruffians.  Their  testimony  discloses  their  absolute 
denial  of  having  insulted  or  maltreated  their  prisoners  in  any  way,  and 
their  perjury  in  these  statements  is  fully  proven  by  the  following  testi- 
mony— 

Of  Lucien  H.  IMurray,  page  320 : 

Answer.  Two  miles.     I  went  in  and  reported  to  Colonel  Bergen. 

Question.  Did  you  know  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  asked  if  he  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bergen.  He  told  me  he  ranked 
as  colonel.  I  told  him  my  name  was  Murray,  and  I  uiulcrstood  he  had  been  down  to 
make  aiTests  the  day  before.  He  said,  "All  right;  you  are  the  very  biid  we  want.'' 
He  told  me  to  go  into  prison.  I  went  in  that  evening.  He  called  me  out  to  his  quar- 
ters about  an  liour  by  sun  and  asked  me  if  I  belonged  to  the  order.  I  denied  it  to 
him — told  hira  I  did  not. 

Question.  Wliat  order  did  he  say? 

Aniiwcr.  Ku-Klux.  lie  then  asked  me  if  I  did  not  see  Adolphus  Moore  tie  a  ropo 
around  Outlaw's  neck  the  night  he  was  liimg.  I  told  him  I  did  not.  He  asked  mo 
what  I  saw  that  night.  I  stated  what  I  have  stated  here  about  what  I  had  seen.  He 
then  told  ine  I  was  t(dling  him  a  dauuied  lie.  I  told  him  I  was  telling  the  truth.  He 
then  said,  "  If  j"ou  don't  tell  me  all  about  it  I  will  break  your  damned  neck."  I  told 
him,  "  I  caii't  help  that."  Says  he,  "  Go  on  back  to  your  quarters;  I  will  have  it  all  out 
of  you.  If  I  can't  get  it  one  way  I  will  get  it  another."  It  went  on  that  night  till 
about  one  o'clock;  then  Colonel  Bergen  came  to  my  ttrut  with  a  caudle  in  his  hand.  I 
had  not  gone  to  sleep.  I  raised  np  my  head.  Said  he,  "Is  that  you,  Murray  ?"  Said 
I,  "It  is,"'  and  he  walked  back  to  his  tent.  In  a  short  time  he  came  back  agaiu  with- 
out any  candle,  touched  me  on  my  feet,  and  told  me  to  get  up  and  come  out.  I  asked 
him  if  I  could  put  on  my  shoes.  He  told  me,  "  No,  you  won't  have  any  use  for  them 
long."  I  went  out  and  he  took  me  into  his  tent  with  three  other  men.  They  all  had 
pistols.  He  told  me  I  must  now  make  a  confession;  if  I  did  not  he  would  blow  my 
damned  heart  out. 

Que>ilion.  He  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand?  ' 

AnswL-r.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Cocked  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  did  not  have  it  cocked  then  ;  he  was  sitting  on  the  bed. 

Question.  How  many  men  had  he  ? 

Answer.  Three  m(-n.  I  told  him  I  knew  of  nothing  to  confess.  Said  I,  "Colonel,  I 
have  told  you  all  I  know,  and  I  can't  tell  you  any  more." 

Question.  You  then  t()ld  him  about  what  you  hud  told  us  ? 

Ansteer.  Jnst  wliat  I  have  tohl  you — about  the  same  thing.  He  told  me  then,  "You 
are  a  damned  liar,"  and  got  up.  and  all  four  of  them  cocked  their  pistols,  and  he  told 
me  if  I  did  not  confess  he  would  blow  my  heart  out. 

Question.  Pointed  the  jiistols  at  your  breast  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  told  him  1  had  nothing  to  confess.  "Well,"  said  he,  "Pattou  and 
Rogers,  (George  11., )  they  knew  nothing  till  they  were  hung  up;  then  they  could  teU 
all  about  it,  and  you  must  do  the  same."  He  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  atlidavits 
tiled  in  his  otiice,  that  had  been  iTiade  that  I  did  know  all  about  the  hanging  of  the 
negro.  I  told  him  I  could  not  tell  him  anything.  Then  he  put  a  rope  aroiuid  my  neck, 
took  me  out  to  a  piece  of  woods  about  seventy-live  yards,  tied  my  haiuls  behind  me,  and 
led  me  up  to  a  tree,  threvr  the  rope  over  a  limb,  and  asked  me  if  I  was  ready  to  make 
my  confession.  I  told  him  I  had  no  confession  to  make.  Then  they  drew  me  up  olf  the 
ground,  and  let  me  hang  there  a  little  while — not  long. 

Question.  By  a  slip-knot? 

Answo:  It  was  a  slip-knot. 

Question.  Choked  you? 

Answer.  Yes ;  choked  me  pretty  bad ;  let  mo  hang  a  little  while ;  it  did  not  hurt  me. 
Then  let  me  down  and  asked  me  if  I  was  I'cady  to  confess;  I  told  liim  I  had  no  confes- 
sion to  make.  Said  lir.  "If  you  don't  confess  I  will  bri'uk  your  damned  neck;"  and  he 
gathered  the  rope  again,  and  he  and  a:-.other  one  pulled  me  np  very  roughly,  aud  sus- 
pended me  a  great  deal  longer  than  he  did  before;  I  can't  tell  how  long;  I  hung  there 
till  I  was  unconscious;  suffered  all  the  p.-iin  till  I  became  unconscious.     He  then  let  me 
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down;  I  was  not  able  to  stand.  When  I  came  to,  I  was  leaning  or  sitting  np  against 
the  tree,  and  a  few  men  were  rubbing  me. 

Question.  To  rouse  and  restore  you  to  consciousness  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so;  that  was  the  notion.  They  had  taken  the  rope  off  my  neck. 
When  I  got  so  I  could  speak,  he  asked  me  if  I  was  ready  to  make  confession ;  I  told  him 
I  had  none  to  make — that  I  knew  nothing  to  confess.  He  then  gave  the  order  to  put 
the  rope  on  mj'  neck  again,  and  t(dd  the  sergeant,  '"Hang  him  up  to  the  limb,  and  let 
him  hang  till  eight  o'clock  to-morrow;  then  cut  him  down,  and  bury  him  under  the 
tree  on  which  he  luing;"  and  he  just  remarked  to  me  that  if  I  had  anything  to  say — my 
last  words — to  speak.  [  told  him  I  had  nothing  to  say,  but  if  he  hung  mv  up  to  that 
tree  till  I  was  dead  that  he  would  have  but  three  more  days.  He  asked  me  to  give  an 
explanation  of  that  word.  I  did  so ;  I  told  him,  "  You^nay  be  alive  to-morrow  morning, 
and  you  may  not;  you  may  be  hanging  to  a  limb  close  by.  If  you  hang  me  dead,  I  am 
sure  you  will  go  through  the  very  same  thing."  The  colonel  stopped  then,  staid  a  little 
while,  and  gave  me  till  ten  o'clock  the  next  night  to  make  my  confession,  and  told  me  if 
I  did  not  confess  by  that  time,  he  woidd  take  me  out  and  kill  me  dead.  I  told  him,  "  I 
have  no  confession  to  make ;  I  never  expect  to  make  any  more  than  I  have."  Then 
the  rope  was  taken  from  my  neck,  my  hands  untied,  and  I  was  carried  back  to  the  camp. 
He  told  me  I  should  not  say  anything  about  what  passed  that  night ;  if  I  ever  divulged 
it,  he  would  kill  me  on  sight.  Well,  of  course  I  never  did  say  anything  about  it  till  I 
was  released  by  Judge  Brooks,  at  Salisbury. 

Question.  Did  you  make  an  aflidavit  that  he  did  intend  to  kill  you,  in  order  to  have 
him  held  to  bail  by  Judge  Brooks  'I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  you  were  with  him,  was  anything  said  in  your  presence  by  Bergen, 
or  any  of  the  other  men,  about  being  tried  by  court-martial? 

Ansicer.  Y"es,  sir;  Bergen  told  me  we  would  all  be  tried  by  court-mailial,  and  he  was 
Borry  to  say  there  would  be  quick  work  made  with  us. 

Question.  Did  he  say  that  as  applying  to  all  the  prisoners  he  had? 

Answer.  Y^es,  sir ;  that  applied  to  all. 

Question.  How  many  did  he  have  ? 

Answer.  He  had  at  one  time,  while  we  were  there  at  the  Shops,  thirty  or  forty  pris- 
oners. 

And  of  George  S.  Eogers,  page  311 : 

Ansu-er.  I  was  sitting  in  a  store,  and  I  saw  a  squad  of  men  pass  the  door.  There  was 
a  black  man  behind.  He  came  up  to  the  door  and  asked  if  I  was  in  there.  I  told  hi^i 
I  was.  He  ran  on  past  the  door  and  caught  up  Avith  the  officer,  and  told  him  I  was  in 
the  store.  I  suppose  they  were  hunting  me.  He  came  back  there  and  asked  for  me — 
asked  me  if  my  name  was  Eogers.  I  told  him  it  Avas.  He  told  me  to  consider  myself 
under  arrest.  I  said,  "  All  right,  sir !"  He  told  me  to  come  and  go  with  that  man.  I 
asked  him  where  he  wanted  me  to  go.  He  said,  "  In  the  country  a  piece."  I  asked  him 
by  what  authority  he  arrested  me.  He  said,  "  By  order  of  Governor  Holden."  I  went 
with  him  I  suppose  about  thirty  miles. 

Question.  How  did  you  go  ? 

Answer.  On  horseback. 

Question.  Whose  horse  ? 

Answer.  My  own'.  I  got  to  the  camp  that  night  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  and 
was  put  in  a  tent  under  guard,  and  kept  there  till  the  next  day  about  ten  o'clock;  then 
Bergen  came  to  the  tent  where  I  was,  and  told  me  he  wanted  me  to  go  to  Ins  tent.  He 
told  me  I  must  tell  who  hung  Wyatt  Outhiw.  I  told  him  I  did  not  know.  He  said, 
"  Y^ou  are  a  damned  liar ;  I  know  you  do  knovv'."  Then  he  remarked,  "  Don't  you  know 
that  'Dolph  Moore  and  Jim  Hunter  wei'e  the  men  who  hung  Outlaw  f  I  told  him  I 
did  not  know.  He  said  again  I  was  a  damned  liar.  He  told  me  he  would  give  me  till 
that  night  to  tell;  and  if  I  did  net  tell  he  would  make  me  tell.  He  said,  "I  will  break 
your  damned  neck  if  you  do  not  tell."  Then  he  told  me  to  go  to  my  tent  and  stay  there. 
That  night,  about  ten  o'clock,  he  came  to  my  tent  and  told  me  to  come  up  to  his  tent. 
I  went  there,  and  he  asked  me  then  if  1  would  confess  that  I  knew  who  hung  Oiitlaw. 
I  told  him  I  could  not — I  did  not  know.  Again  he  said  I  was  a  dainnetl  liar,  and  went 
for  a  rope.  Pistols  were  lying  on  the  bed ;  and  he  picked  up  his  pistol.  I  stepped  out- 
side of  his  tent.  He  put  a  rope  around  my  neck,  and  led  me  off  to  the  woods  about 
seventy-five  or  one  hundred  yards,  and  asked  me  then  if  I  would  tell.  I  said  I  could 
not  tell — I  did  not  know.     Then  he  ordered  the  lieutenant  to  pull  me  up. 

Question.  Was  the  rope  put  around  your  neck  with  a  running  noose? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  stood  in  front  of  me  with  a  pistol  cocked,  fastened  the  rope, 
and  the  lieutenant  pulled  it  until  it  was  tight. 

Question.  Did  it  raise  you  off  your  feet? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  pulled  until  tlie  rope  was  tight  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Did  it  choke  you  somewhat? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  did  he  keep  you  that  way  ? 

Ansiver.  I  suppose  about  a  minute;  he  told  his  lieutenant,  "  That  will  do" — I  think 
those  are  the  words — and  the  lieutenant  let  me  down.  He  asked  me  then  if  I  would 
confess.  I  told  him  I  had  no  cofession  to  make ;  then  he  told  me  to  say  my  prayers. 
I  think  then  he  asked  me  if  I  had  anything  to  say.  I  told  him  I  had  nothing  to  say. 
Then,  after  making  several  threats  to  kill  me  or  shoot  me,  he  took  the  rope  off  my  neck, 
and  going  back  to  the  tent,  he  said,  "  I  believe,  Rogei's,  you  are  telling  the  truth,  and  I 
will  do  ail  I  can  to  release  you  to-morrow ;  but  I  cannot  do  it  without  orders  from  the 
governor."  I  staid  there  at  Company's  Shoi)S  until  the  3d  day  of  August,  and  then 
started  for  Yancey ville.  I  staid  all  night  between  Company's  Shops  and  Caswell,  at 
Moore's  Store.  On  the  4th  of  August  there  were  about  tifteen  meu  along  who  wanted 
to  stop  and  vote. 

Question.  What  men  ? 

Anstvei:  Prisoners  that  were  with  me.  He  said  he  could  not  stay.  The  polls  would 
have  been  opened  about  half  an  hour  after  we  left.     We  marched  ou. 

Question.  He  did  not  jiermit  them  to  vote  ? 

Amwer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  these  men  want  to  vote  the  conservative  ticket? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  suppose  so.  He  marched  us  on  and  left  the  hack-drivers,  wTio 
were  carrying  our  bagitage,  there  to  vote.  They  were  colored  men.  We  went  on  to 
Y'anceyviile,  and  we  sraid  there  seven  or  eight  days. 

Question.  Were  the  colored  men  entitled  to  vote  ? 

Ansivei:  Yes,  sir.  After  staying  seven  or  eight  days  at  Yancey  ville,  I  was  carried 
back  to  Company's  Shojjs ;  staid  there  all  night,  and  until  the  next  night,  when  I  Avas 
]mt  in  a  box-car  and  carried  down  to  Graham  Station,  and  from  there  we  marched  to 
Graham  Court-House,  and  wen^  kept  there  till  the  lUth  of  August,  when  I  Avas  released 
by  Judge  Brooks  at  Salisluiry. 

Question.  You  were  brought  into  court.  Was  any  evidence  brought  against  you  of 
any  kind  ' 

Ansicer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Kirk  during  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

See  also  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Kerr,  Mr.  Turner,  and  others,  who  were 
;il^'isoners  of  Kirk,  as  to  his  cursinjL;-  ami  threatening;  them  that,  if  the 
citizens  should  attack  him  or  attemjjt  a  rescue,  he  would  shoot  all  his 
prisoners  in  cold  blood  and  burn  down  the  village  of  Yauceyville  with 
all  its  inhabitants. 

Followiuo-  Kirk,  Bergen,  and  llolden,  junior,  we  have  William  R. 
Albright,  commissioned  a  brigadier  general  l)y  Holden,  "  a  vindictive, 
violent,  unscrui)ul()us  man,"  as  he  is  termed  by  Ids  neighbors,  whose  ex- 
citability of  temi)erament  is  proven  no  less  by  his  own  tostimon^y  than 
the  fact  of  his  being  the  inmate  of  a  lunatic  asylum  during  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  time  embraced  in  tlie  inquiry  of  the  committee.  This  man 
actually  dictated  what  he  called  and  is  now  imblished  as  the  "confession" 
of  W.  iS.  Bradshaw,  and  put  into  that  statement  what  he  i^leased,  (vide 
page  204-298,)  and  such  stuff  is  called  "  testimony." 

Question.  Did  William  R.  Albright  tell  you  that  if  you  would  make  a  statement  you 
should  have  no  troHl)l(,'  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  h(^  told  me  I  would  l>e  released. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  what  would  be  the  fate  of  the  people  he  tried  ? 

Answer.  He  said  they  would  suffer  ;  there  was  no  doubt  about  that. 

Question.  Describe  to  us  how  you  gave  this  athdavit.  Did  you  make  the  statements 
voluntarily,  or  did  yon  make  them  in  reply  to  questions  by  Albrigiit  ? 

Answer.  1  did  it  in  re])ly  to  questions.  He  wanted  mo  to  state  the  whole  conversa- 
tion.    These  names  he  projioscd  himself. 

Question.  Did  he  let  you  speak  frei-ly,  or  would  he  correct  you  in  making  the  state- 
ment If 

Answer.  I  ilid  that  myself;  the  statement  about  being  a  member  of  the  organization, 
I  did  that  ;  he  wanted  me  to  state  my  connection  with  it. 

Question.  Did  he  suggest  to  you  the  names  of  the  people  himself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  your  allidavit  I  find  this  language:  "I  had  information  from  John  R. 
Stockard,  who  came  to  my  house  and  told  me  that  there  was  a  plot  to  assassinate  W. 
Albright,  and  told  me  to  do  all  I  could  to  stop  it.     We  talked  the  matter  over,  and  he 
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informed  me  that  James  Bradsbaw  Avas  one  of  the  leaders  ;  in  couneetion  with  which- 
one  was  Joseph  B.  Thompson,  Milton  Thompson,  Dick  Thompson,  Mike  Thompson, 
Ales.  Thompson,  and  John  Thompson,  of  Patterson.  I  went  to  see  James  Bradshaw, 
who  was  not  at  home.  I  talked  with  John  Bradshaw,  who  said  he  wonld  nse  all  his 
influence  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  I  had  several  conversations  witli  James  E.  Boyd  on  this 
subject.  He  always  expressed  himself  greatly  opposed  to  such,  and  urged  me  to  do  a!i 
I  could  to  stop  it."  When  that  was  read  to  you,  did  you  tell  William  11.  Albright  that 
it  was  not  exactly  what  you  meant  to  say  1 

Answer.  About  the  assassination  ?    Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  put  that  in  your  mouth  ? 

Answer.  He  put  that  in  my  mouth.  I  did  not  know  whether  it  was  to  assassinate. 
Assassinate  is  to  destroy,  is  it  not  ? 

Question.  It  is  to  kill.     Did  you  know  the  meaning  of  it,  now  it  is  explained  to  you  ? 

Ansicer.  Oh  yes,  sir ;  I  knew  the  meaning  of  it.  I  told  him  that  night  tliat  I  did 
not  want  to  be  understood  so,  for  I  could  not  tell  whether  they  meant  to  kill  him  or 
not. 

Question.  William  R.  Albright  took  you  into  a  room  to  put  certain  questions  to  j'ou, 
and  then  suggested  certain  names,  and  a  part  of  that  language  he  suggested  to  you? 

Ansicer.  He  named  that  word,  assassinate,  himself.  I  said  1  did  not  know  about  that, 
whether  it  was  to  assassinate  him — maybe  whip  him — like  others  have  been  whipped. 
"Oh,"  says  he,  "of  course  it  was  to  assassinate,"  and  it  was  put  down  in  that  way. 

Question.  After  this  was  written  out,  did  you  read  it  over  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Ansiver.  No  sir  ;  With  regard  to  the  character  of  these  men,  he  proposed  their  names, 
and  I  told  him  I  was  not  acquainted  with  Mr.  Moore  or  Mr.  Thompson.  He  said  they 
were  desperate  men,  and  then  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Moore  was  the  man. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  He  proposed  their  names  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  say  this :  "From  what  I  have  been  told  by  members  of  the  organi- 
zation, and  by  tliose  who  ought  to  know,  I  regard  Peter  Foust's  boys,  A.  G.  Moore,  J. 
W.  Steele,  David  A.  Mubaue,  Anderson  Thompson,  T.  T.  Turner,  as  such  characters?" 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  Mr.  Moore,  w^iether  he  is  a  member.  Some 
of  them  I  had  never  heard  of.     I  do  not  know  to-day  whether  they  were  members. 

Question.  That  statement  was  made  in  connection  with  this  statement,  which  I  will 
read  to  you  :  "  My  impression  is  that  there  is  in  Alamance  County  seventy-ii  ve  or  more 
desperate  men  belonging  to  the  organization,  who  would  commit  any  crime  to  carry  out 
their  pui'poses  an<l  designs." 

Answer.  That  was  proi)osed  by  W.  R.  Albright  with  the  whole  of  that  declaration 
from  that  out,  and  I  told  him  I  did  not  know  these  names. 

Question.  From  what  information  you  now  have,  do  you  still  believe  there  were 
"seventy-hvo  or  more  desperate  men  belonging  to  the  organization?" 

Ansiver.  I  have  no  idea  about  it ;  there  might  have  been  that  number  and  there  might 
have  been  more.  v 

Question.  "Who  would  commit  any  crime  to  carry  out  their  purposes  and  designs  ?" 

Answer.  I  would  not  say  that. 

Question.  Was  that  read  to  you  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  told  him  at  that  very  time,  "  I  want  you  to  understand  that  I 
do  not  know  these  men." 

Question.  You  say  in  your  affidavit  "  my  impression  is  that  there  is  in  Alamance  County 
seventy-five  or  more  desperate  men,  belonging  to  the  organization,  who  would  com- 
mit any  crime  to  carry  out  their  purj>oses  and  designs."  Did  you  believe  that  to  be 
true  at  the  time  you  made  that  statement,  without  regard  to  the  names  ? 

Answer.  He  just  had  his  way ;  he  said  that  was  public  opinion,  and  said  he  did  not 
want  my  oijinion  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Bayarp  : 

Question.  Mr.  Albright  made  you  give  that  as  your  opinion? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  give  that  as  your  meaning? 

Answer.  I  wanted  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  and  I  talked  to  him  since,  that  I 
subscriljed  to  it  as  his  (Albright's)  opinion.  He  said  he  did  not  want  my  opinion.  I 
talked  to  him  afterwards,  and  he  said  that  he  never  intended  to  have  that  part  pub- 
lished at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  not  understand  that,  as  stated,  to  be  your  impression  and  not  his  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  bit  of  it. 
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But  the  majority  of  the  committee  rely  largely  upon  Mr.  James  E, 
Boyd,  whose  sole  testimony  seems  to  justify  them  in  the  remarkable 
conclusions  they  have  come  to  in  respect  to  the  condition  of  society  in 
North  Carolina.  The  testimony  of  this  witness  is  deemed  especially 
reliable,  and  attention  is  therefore  drawu  to  it ;  it  is  found  at  page  17, 
with  an  addendum  at  page  142.  The  witness  is  a  very  young  man,  and, 
by  his  own  statements,  has  little  or  uo  personal  knowledge  of  the  matters 
whereof  he  speaks.  He  begins  by  stating  that  he  was  initiated  by  his 
own  law  partner.  Long,  (p.  153,)  and  voluntarily,  p.  17.  lie  took  an  oath 
of  secrecy  as  to  these  and  other  facts,  which  he  seems  to  have  broken 
without  hesitation.  lie  could  not  luue  left  th(?  order  from  any  profound 
conviction  of  its  demerits,  as  he  had  so  little  knowledge  of  them,  having 
attended  but  one  meeting  of  the  order,  (p.  18,)  at  which  nothing  was 
said  or  done  but  the  initiation  of  members.  No  record  was  ever  made, 
and  his  knowledge  is  based  upon  hearsay  only,  and  the  names  of  his 
informants  not  given.  His  impulse  to  "confess"  seems  to  have  been 
caused  by  a  mixture  of  sheer  fright  and  bribery.  He  was  arrested  by 
Kirk,  under  llolden's  orders,  and  by  him  and  ITolden  threatened  with 
trial  by  military  commission,  with  Albright  (the  "red-eyed")  president, 
and  Bergen  judge  advocate;  and  the  issue  of  such  trial  it  was  easy  to 
imagine — in  fact,  was  ajmounced  by  Kirk  in  advance.  At  this  juncture 
he  is  approached  by  Ilolden  with  golden  otfers  to  "confess;"  he  yields, 
and  suddenly  we  hnd  ]Mr.  llolden's  "  Ku-Klux  leader"  converted  (see 
pages  82  and  ]7(>)  into  a  legal  counsel  to  "bring  out  confessions  and 
prosecute"  his  former  associates.  In  his  demoralized  haste  to  answer 
he  loses  his  head,  and  is  tlatly  contradicted  by  William  S.  Bradshaw,  ou 
page  202,  in  regard  to  his  assertions  at  page  142.  He  swears  (at  page 
17)  that  dciith  was  the  penalty  of  disclosure,  and,  at  page  23,  ])roves 
that  no  attemi)t  at  violence  had  accrued  to  him  from  his  published 
"confession."  lie  swears  that  the  vote  of  a  single  mendjcr  could  "veto" 
any  j^roposed  measure  of  i)unishment,  so  that  his  individual  action  could 
have  i)revented  the  commission  of  any  and  every  alleged  act  of  lawless- 
ness. 

"  Social  ostracism"  is  complained  of,  (page  10,)  and  so  on ;  weakly  and 
corrnptly  this  miserable  yonng  man  shambles  in  his  evidence,  alleging 
gravely  (ou  page  22)  that  Ex-President  Johnson  is  "said  to  have  been" 
the  hea^  of  the  order;  and  such  is  the  grade  of  testimony  relied  upon 
to  overthrow  the  social  and  political  fabric  of  an  old  Commonwealth, 
containing  nearly  one-and-a-half  millions  of  people.  Then  follow  three 
or  four  editors  of  radical  newspapers,  and  with  them  State  officers, 
judges,  solicitors,  sheriffs,  and  constal)les,  all  apprehensive  of  the  con- 
stitutional convention  which  shall  deprive  tliem  of  their  salaried  offices 
or  party  spoils,  each  man  s])eaking  more  or  less  vehemently  in  his  own 
immediate  interest,  but  not  one  testifying  facts,  within  his  own  knowl- 
edge, tending  to  prove  North  Carolina  to  be  less  safe  as  a  i)lace  of  resi- 
dence than  anj^  portion  of  the  Union  lying  north  of  her  boundaries. 

We  were  not  aware  of  the  intention  of  the  majority  of  the  committee 
to  make  a  report  until  the  meeting  of  the  conmuttee  on  Wednesday 
morning,  when  it  was  read  for  the  lirst  time  and  adopted,  and  many 
witnesses  then  in  attendance  were  discharged.  It  is  a  nuitter  of  serious 
surprise  and  regret  that  the  majority  of  the  committee,  ui)on  the  testi- 
mony of  witnesses  destitute  of  character,  and  against  the  evidence  of 
men  of  the  highest  reputation  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  necessary  for  Congress  to  intervene  to 
prevent  anarcliy  in  that  State.  The  undersigiUMl  believe  that  all  the 
disorders  which  exist  in  that  State  were  created  by  the  unjustiliablo 
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and  uncoil stitutional  legislation  of  Congress  in  regard  to  its  government. 
The  evidence  taken  before  the  committee,  meagre  and  partial  in  its 
character — taken  in  secret,  and  with  little  opportunity  allowed  to  call 
witnesses  to  refute  the  falsehoods  manufactured  by  the  chief  criminals 
in  the  recent  disturbances  to  exculpate  themselves  and  criminate  whole 
communities  of  innocent  people — discloses,  nevertheless,  some  striking 
and  imi)ortant  facts.  The  lirst  is  that  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
enjoyed  comparative  peace  and  quiet  after  tlie  war  closed,  and  until  the 
reconstruction  acts  of  Congress  were  put  in  force  by  the  Army;  and 
the  second  is,  that  since  the  State  government  thrust  upon  them  by 
Congress  has  passed  under  the  control  of  the  people  of  the  State,  in  the 
election  of  August,  1870,  iieace  and  quiet  and  good  order  have  again 
assumed  their  sway. 

The  iieriod  intervening,  marking  the  epoch  of  reconstruction,  from 
August,  1868,  to  August,  1870,  also  marks  the  period  of  disturbance, 
disorder,  and  crime ;  and  it  may  be  said,  and  the  evidence  proves,  that 
during  this  time  the  State  government  of  North  Carolina  was  a  con- 
spiracy against  the  property,  the  peace,  and  the  jiolitical  liberties  of  the 
people. 

Before  and  at  the  time  of  the  enactment  of  the  so-called  reconstruc- 
tion laws  the  State  became  infested  with  a  class  of  persons  known  as 
carpet-baggers;  that  is,  persons  from  the  North,  chiefly  in  the  employ 
of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  who  were  on  the  lookout  for  oflice  or  for  any 
position  to  make  money  without  working  for  it.  It  was  through  the 
influence  of  these  men  and  some  few  others,  native  to  the  South,  who 
confedei'ated  with  them  that  these  laws  were  pressed  upon  Congress  to 
disfranchise  the  body  of  the  Southern  people  and  disqualify  them  for 
official  position,  and  at  the  same  time  to  give  the  sufl'rage  to  the  negroes. 
But  the  negroes,  thus  made  the  masters  of  the  destiny  of  these  States, 
would  no  doubt  have  followed  the  counsels  of  their  former  masters  if 
they  had  been  left  to  themselves,  and  hence,  to  gain  their  object,  it  be- 
came necessary  for  the  carpet-baggers  and  their  allies  to  destroy  the 
sympathy  and  good  leeliug  which  had  always  existed  between  the  white 
people  and  the  black  iieople  at  the  South,  and  which  marked  all  their 
relations  even  during  the  war,  when  the  blacks  worked  cheerfully  and 
faithfully  to  sup[)ort  the  wives  and  children  of  the  confederate  soldiers 
at  the  front,  and  remained  steadfast  and  obedient  to  their  masters  to 
the  very  last.  In  order  to  accomplish  their  purposes  the  "  Loyal 
Leagues"  were  established,  the  negroes  were  initiated,  bound  by  oaths, 
harangued  in  their  secret  meetings,  kept  from  work  by  promises  of  divid- 
ing the  property  of  the  white  people  among  tliem,  instigated  to  steal 
the  food  they  needed,  but  which  their  political  occupations  prevented 
them  from  gaining  by  their  labor.  Tliis  is  i)roven  by  the  direct  testi- 
mony of  nearly  every  witness  examined  before  the  committee,  who  was 
questioned  on  the  subject,  and  most  of  them  were  so  questioned.  We 
will,  on  this  point,  give  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  in  their  own  lan- 
guage, some  of  them  supporters  of  General  Grant  and  U^nion  men  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  others,  men  of  the  highest  social  position  and  charac- 
ter in  the  State. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  testimony  of  the  Hon.  John 
Kerr,  formerly  a  member  of  Congress  from  North  Carolina,  (p.  405  of 
the  testimony:) 

Indeed  it  is  tlio  desire,  as  I  think  I  am  fully  justified  in  saying,  that  immigi'ation 
should  flow  into  the  State — the  right  sort  of  men — men  of  industry  and  euterpi'ise. 
We  care  not  for  their  politics,  provided  they  do  not  seek  to  array  ekis.'ics  and  disturb 
society. 


10  CONDITION    OF    AFFAIRS    IN   THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

Question.  Have  there  been  amoug  you  a  number  of  men  from  tbe  North  who  have 
come  there  and  sought  to  array  classes  against  each  other  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  we  think  so — that  we  have  men  of  that  sort  from  the  Northern  or  North- 
western country. 

Question.  With  what  class  do  they  seek  to  ally  themselves  politically  ? 

Answer.  The  colored  people. 

Question.  Seek  to  stir  them  up  against  the  whites  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  that  been  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  any  ill-feeling  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  has  been  the  principal  cause. 

************ 

Question.  You  say  Northern  men  that  have  come  into  your  locality  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  arraying  one  class  against  another  ? 

Ansicer.  I  did  not  use  that  phi'aseology.  I  said  Northern  men  had  done  it;  not  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  doing  it.  All  Northern  men  have  not  done  it.  Some  of  the  best 
men  wc  have  in  the  country  are  Northern  men. 

Question.  Have  they  done  it  any  further  than  the  simple  organization  of  the  republi- 
can party,  in  tryiag  to  get  the  colored  men  all  to  act  with  that  party? 

Answer.  I  think  they  have;  gone  further  than  that. 

Question.  Will  you  name  any  Northern  men  that  have  done  so  ? 

Answer.  I  thinli  Judge  Tourgoc  has  gone  tiir  beyond  that  line  of  conduct. 

Question.  Any  other  one  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  think  of  any  at  present.  He  is  in  my  own  immediate  section.  I 
have  heard  a  great  deal  about  dilierent  Northern  men,  but  when  I  am  under  oath  I 
dislike  to  si)eak  of  matters  I  have  merely  heard  of.  I  have  never  been  accustomed  to 
see  such  evidence  allowed. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  In  the  ])olitieal  campaign  has  there  not  been  some  attempt  to  array  the 
white  men  against  the  colored  men  in  North  Carolina? 

Answa:  Not  tliat  I  am  aware  of. 

Question.  No  attempt  to  institute  any  system  by  Avhich  they  were  required  by  their 
employers  to  vote  tlieir  ticket  or  be  discharged? 

Answer.  If  there  has  been  any  such  effort  as  that  made,  I  am  not  aware  of  it.  I 
would  like  to  state,  as  far  as  my  own  county  is  concerned — one  of  the  largest  slave- 
holding  counties  in  the  State  in  pro])ortion  to  its  pojiulation — that  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  a  class  of  human  beings  on  this  earth  more  disposed  to  do  right  and  to  behave 
properly,  as  a  class,  than  the  colored  people  of  Caswell  generally.  When  left  alone, 
and  not  acted  uj)on  by  white  men  of  evil  purjioses,  they  are  kindly  disposed;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  I  must  say  that,  as  a  general  rule,  they  have  been  very  kindly  and  gen- 
erously treated  by  the  whites — ay,  magnanimously  treated — when  we  come  to  view 
the  fact  that  they  have  been  under  the  influencts  of  these  bad  men,  as  I  conceive  them 
to  be.  They  liave  bcc-n  led  to  vote  in  almost  solid  column  against  us.  Notwithstand- 
ing that  tlmy  have  been  generally  employed,  they  are  very  well  cared  for,  and  they  are 
treated  with  great  kindness.  Our  i>eople  have  been  very  much  provoked  one  way  and 
another,  but  they  have  generally  never  been  otherwise  tlian  kind  toward  the  blacks; 
and  the  colored  peojde  are,  as  a  general  rule,  very  well  disposed.  A  great  many  of 
them  are  very  poor — very  necessitous — and  a  great  deal  of  stealing  is  going  on  among 
them. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  coTisider,  then,  the  disposition  of  the  colored  population  of  your  county 
is  kindly  and  good  if  they  cotihl  be  but  let  alone  by  those  men  who  are  seeking  to  in- 
flame their  passions  against  the  white  people? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  opinion 

Question.  In  the  course  of  your  professional  duties  have  you  defended  the  colored 
people  and  acted  in  their  behalf? 

Answer.  O,  a  great  deal  in  my  life.     I  have,  myself,  a  great  regard  for  them. 

The  following  is  from  the  testimony  of  N.  A.  Ramsey,  of  Chatham 
County,  who  was  a  captain  of  the  militia,  appointed  by  Governor  Hol- 
den,  p.  309  of  the  testimony : 
By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  say  you  were  applied  to  by  Governor  Holden  to  take  a  commission  from 
him  as  captain  of  the  State  militia,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the  condition  and 
keeping  tlie  ])eaco  of  tiie  county  in  which  you  live.  Did  this  lead  you  to  investigate 
that  county  pretty  thoroughly? 

Answer.  It  did.  I  went  all  over  it  from  one  end  to  the  other.  For  the  past  four  years 
I  have  been  twice  a  candidate  for  the  legislature,  and  have  been  twice  defeated. 
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Quesiion.  I  understaDcl  in  the  course  of  this  matter  that  you  became  aware  that  men 
"were  bauded  together,  and  on  the  one  side  were  the  Loyal  Leagues ;  will  you  describe 
who  coniposo  the  Loyal  League,  mainly? 

Answer.  They  were  mixed;  maiuly  negroes,  however;  they  all  belong  to  it. 

Qitcstiou.  Was  that  understood  to  be  a  State  organization;  that  is  to  say,  beginning 
in  counties  and  then  extending  through  the  State  ? 

Jiisn-er.  I  do  not  know;  I  reckon  it  was. 

Quesiion.  Is  that  your  understanding,  that  the  Loyal  Leagues  were  formed  in  the 
counties  and  then  extending  into  the  State? 

Avsice)'.  Do  you  mean  whether  they  originated  in  the  counties  ? 

QucsUon.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Oil,  no,  sir. 

Question.  Describe  their  character. 

Ansicer.  I  understand  them  to  be  strictly  political,  and  th.it  they  came  from  "Washing- 
ton City,  the  headquarters,  and  were  sent  down  to  Raleigh,  and  from  there  scattered 
out. 

Question.  Who  was  the  head  of  the  Union  League  in  North  Carolina? 

Answer.  Governor  Holden;  he  told  me  so  himself. 

Quesiion.  Had  they  not  these  Leagues  in  every  county  ? 

Answei:  I  don't  know ;  they  had  them  in  Chatham  County,  and  I  suppose  they  had 
them  in  .all  the  counties. 

Quesiion.  They  embraced  the  whole  body  of  the  blacks? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  nearly  entire. 

Quesiion.  Did  you  ever  hear  what  was  the  number  of  the  organization  in  the  State? 

Ansieer.  No,  sir.     I  may  have  heard,  but  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Was  it  a  secret  organization  ? 

Ansieer.  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Question.  Bound  by  oaths  ? 

Ansiver.  So  rmderstood. 

Question.  Did  they  have  signs  and  pass-words  ? 

Ansicer.  So  said ;  I  have  seen  the  book  they  were  said  to  work  by. 

Question.  What  was  this  organization — to  burn  barns  and  houses?  of  whom  was  it 
com])osed  ?  what  was  discovered  in  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  organization? 

Ansicer.  Do  yon  mean  with  regard  to  the  character  of  the  people  ? 

Question:  What  were  the  disclosures  ?    What  did  it  turn  out  to  be  ? 

Answer.  It  turned  out  to  be  twenty-five  or  hfty  or  more  men,  almost  entirely  negroes, 
and  was,  so  they  said,  for  the  purpose  of  bui'ning  barns  and  houses  of  the  Ku-Ivlux,  or 
those  who  were  said  to  be  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Did  they  describe  themselves  as  acting  under  the  order  of  any  sui^erior 
authority  ? 

Ansicei:  They  were  organized  into  a  company,  and  one  of  them  was  captain.  They 
had  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  cajitain  under  penalty  of  death;  that  is,  if  tJiey  revealed 
anything. 

Question.  Did  they  say  that  when  they  set  fire  to  a  i)lace,  some  were  stationed  to 
shoot  anybody  who  came  to  save  the  building  and  put  out  the  fire  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  two  of  them. 

Quesiion.  Did  any  of  them  say  they  acted  by  the  order  of  any  person  of  high  au- 
thority ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  according  to  the  testimony  of  one  of  them  it  was  by  order  of  Gov- 
ernor Holden. 

Quesiion.  That  was  sworn  to  in  their  own  confession  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion.  This  man's  name  is  what  f 

Answer.  Wilson  Dewer.  It  is  dated  December  19,  1870. 

Quesiion.  Which  was  organized  first,  the  Loyal  Leagues  or  what  are  called  the  Ku- 
Klux  ? 

Anstcer.  I  never  heard  anything  of  the  Ku-Klux  until  eighteen  months  ago;  the 
League  has  been  there  ever  since  the  close  of  the  war. 

And  on  page  393  same  witness  says  : 

Question.  Docs  there  exist  among  the  black  people  themselves  any  disposition  to  in- 
timidate others  in  regard  to  political  matters  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  several  of  them  talk  about  some  of  their  friends  who  had  voted 
the  democratic  ticket,  and  say  that  they  ought  to  bo  killed  or  whipped,  or  something  of 
that  sort. 

Question.  Did  that  make  any  of  them  afraid  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  It  did  some  of  them. 

Question.  Was  that  fear  because  of  the  intimidation  practiced  by  these  Leagues? 

Answer.  They  said  they  were  sworn  to  vote  that  way ;  I  have  heard  them  say  that 
repeatedly. 
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Question.  Was  that  a  part  of  the  obligation  of  the  Union  League  ? 

Ansicer.  I  suppose  so  ;  I  have  been  a  candidate  there  twice  for  the  State  legislature, 
and  I  have  a  negro  man  liviug  with  me  who  voted  against  me  both  times,  and  he  is 
living  with  me  now.  I  never  said  a  word  to  him  about  voting ;  I  admired  him  for 
voting  as  he  pleased — it  made  no  difference  with  me. 

Qiiestion.  Do  you  consider  that  a  black  man  is  just  as  free  to  vote  against  his  em- 
ployer there  as  he  would  be  in  any  of  the  Nortliern  .States  ? 

Anstcer.  As  free  there  as  in  any  pjace  on  the  globe  ;  as  free  as  I  am  or  anybody  else. 

Mr.  Josiali  Turner,  jr.,  editor  of  tlie  Kaleigli  Sentinel,  saj\s,  (p.  3G8:) 
By  Mr.  Bl.vik  : 

Question.  In  your  examination  questions  have  Iteen  put  to  you  iu  regard  to  different 
organizations  and  secret  societies,  both  the  Loyal  Leagues  and  the  Ku-Khix  organiza- 
tions ;  you  have  stated  that  they  seemed  to  be  in  hostility  to  each  other — in  antagonism. 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Which  one  of  these  organizations,  according  to  your  information,  was  first 
started  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ? 

Ansiccr.  The  Loyal  Leagtie. 

Question.  Of  whom  was  it  composed  principally  ? 

Ansurr.  The  colored  population  and  some  others. 

Question.  Was  it  the  general  belief  in  that  State  that  it  was  composed  almost  entirely 
of  negroes  ? 

Answer.  The  negro  population,  witli  a  few  exceptions,  belonged  to  it ;  then  there 
were  several  hundred  cari)et-baggers.  In  the  'early  organization  there  were,  I  suppose, 
fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  whites  belonging  to  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  this  organization  was  instituted 
originally  for  political  purposes  ? 

Ansiccr.  Tlie  Leaguers  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  entirely  so. 

Question.  They  exercised  a  great  infi.uence,  did  they  not,  banding  together  the  negroes 
in  one  organization? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  supposed  that  the  few  white  people  in  the  State,  carpet-baggers  and 
others,  took  this  means  of  forming  them  into  a  comi^act  body,  for  political  purposes, 
and  iu  order  to  elevate  themselves  to  power  / 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Tliat  was  the  general  belief  in  regard  to  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  air. 

Qu4Ntion.  Nearly  all  the  whites  in  the  State  were  conservatives,  were  they  not? 

Ansu<r.  Now  they  are. 

Question.  The  great  body  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  tliey  always  were. 

Question.  This  creates  almost  an  antagonism  between  the  races  in  tliat  State,  does 
it  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  your  belief,  or  have  yon  any  knowh'dge  of  the  fact,  that  this  organiza- 
tion, known  as  the  Loyal  League  association,  used  any  intimidations  or  threats  toward 
the  negroes  who  were  indisposed  to  unite  with  them  politically,  iu  order  to  compel 
them  to  do  so  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  In  Wilson  County  a  negro,  who  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  was 
taken  out  of  his  house  and  wliii)ped  ;  they  gave  him  two  or  three  hundred  lashes. 

Question.  Taken  out  by  whom  f 

Answer.  By  the  Leaguers;  and  when  the  attorney  for  the  prosecution,  Mr.  Dorsch, 
proposed  to  prove  that  it  was  by  order  of  the  Le;igues,  the  judge  i  tiled  it  out  as  irrelevant. 
He  offered  to  prove  that  it  was  by  order  of  the  League  that  this  negro  was  taken  out 
of  his  house  and  whipped.  They  were  indicted  and  sentenced  to  tliirty  and  sixty  days' 
imprisonment ;  but  Governor  Jlohlen,  trho  at  the  time  was  tlie  president  of  the  League,  pardoned 
them  in  a  rerii  few  dai/s.  Tlien  there  was  anothca-  instance:  Major  Taltan,  who  is  a 
carpet-lvigger  and  lives  at  Brattleboro,  issued  an  order,  as  president  of  tlie  League,  to 
bring  a  negro  of  Nash  County  before  the  council  of  the  League.  lie  was  Itronght  there, 
and  after  keeping  him  for  solne  time,  part  of  a  day  and  night,  in  great  terror,  they  re- 
solved to  r(>fer  the  matter  to  the  governor,  wlio  was  the  president  of  the  League.  5Iajor 
Taltan  was  indicted  in  Edgecomijc  County,  the  county  where  he  issued  the  order,  and 
where  the  League  met ;  and  he  was  sentenced  to  six  months' imprisonment.  The  ne- 
groes who  lived  in  the  adjoining  counties,  a  mile  or  two  otf,  and  who  arrested  this 
negro  l)y  order  of  the  president  of  the  League,  were  indicted  in  Nash  County,  and  put 
in  jail  for  some  length  of  time  ;  I  do  not  remember  the  time. 

Queation.  For  what  did  they  bring  the  negro  before  the  League? 
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Answer.  For  voting  the  democratic  ticket.  And  the  president  of  the  League,  who 
issued  the  order  for  his  arrest,  and  the  negroes  who  arrested  him,  were  convicted  and 
sentenced.  Hut  the  commander  of  the  district — /  have  forfjottcn  who  it  was  at  the  time — sent 
soldiers  with  hai/oucts  to  open  the  jail  and  let  out  the  major ;  and  then  the  major  (jot  an  order 
to  let  out  the  negroes  who  had  been  sentenced ;  so  that  the 2>nnishment  was  not  inflicted.  They 
were  sentenced,  thoufjh,  and  tcere  in  jail,  all  of  them  ;  hut  the  commander  released  them. 

Question.  Was  it  generally  understood  among  the  negroes  that  unless  they  obeyed 
the  behests  of  the  League,  and  voted  against  the  democratic  ticket,  they  would  be 
I)unished  ? 

Jnswer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  impression  among  them,  and  they  have  been  punished. 

Question.  Was  that  impression  of  such  a  character  as  generally  to  deter  them  from 
voting? 

Answe)-.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  deterred  from  votimg. 

Question.  Would  many  of  them  vote  with  the  conservatives  but  for  the  existence  of 
this  League  and  its  terrorism  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  they  would,  half  of  them,  more  than  half. 

The  followiug  is  from  the  testimony  of  Daniel  W.  Kerr,  (p.  335:) 

By  Mr.  Blaih  : 

Question,  ^ya8  there  an  organization  in  your  county  called  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  I  so  miderstood  it;  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  was  the  general  opinion  that  it  was  composed  of  generally  ? 

An>^wer.  It  was  composed  mainly  of  the  blacks  aud  some  whites — more  blacks  than 
whites. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  tliese  Ijlacks,  in  their  organization  or  otherwise,  nsing 
any  etlorts  to  intimidate  voters  and  prevent  them  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  am  satistied  of  the  fact  that  they  were  intimidated,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  I  ever  heard  of  tiieir  making  any  threats  in  my  county. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  of  tho  negroes  say  so  themselves  ? 

Answer.  I  have  lieard  negroes  assign  as  a  reason  for  voting  the  republican  ticket 
that  they  Avere  abused  so  much  by  the  other  negroes. that  they  were  afraid  to  do  it. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  these  organizations  permit  any  independent  action  on 
the  part  of  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  That  they  use  their  power  and  organization  to  .such  effect  that  the  negroes 
who  wisli  to  vote  the  other  ticket  do  not  consider  themselves  at  liberty  to  do  so  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  are  afraid  to  do  so. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  many  of  them  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket  if  they 
v.'ere  alhjwt-d  to  do  so  without  interference  from  their  fellow  negroes? 
•  Answer.  I  am  satislied  of  it. 

Question.  Are  not  most  of  the  negroes  who  are  emi>loyed  there  emploj^ed  by  the  con- 
servatives ? 

Answer.  Almost  entirely. 

Question.  Do  they  live  upon  places  rented  fiom  the  conservatives  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  nearly  all. 

Question.  Is  there  not  in  many  instances  a  great  feeling  of  kindness  and  friendship 
sub.'bistiug  between  many  of  the  white  people  an<l  some  of  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  negroes  regard  those  who  vote  with  the  conservative  party  as 
their  best  friends.  When  they  get  in  sickness  or  distress  they  are  most  apt  to  aj)ply  to 
them  for  relief.     One  I'easou  is,  they  arc  more  able  to  assist  tliem. 

Question.  With  the  feeling  and  with  tliese  facts  existing  is  it  not  natural  that  the 
negroes,  if  left  to  themselves,  should  give  support  to  the  candidates  of  the  conservative 
party  f 

Answer.  I  believe  they  will  do  it  now.  I  could  state  a  case  that  would  illustrate  the 
feeling  among  the  negroes  and  the  inflmmce  of  this  League.  The  slaves  which  I  owned 
— a  portion  of  them — have  remained  with  me  since  1865.  In  1868 — the  iir.st  election, 
Avhen  the  constitution  was  adopted — I  had  a  boy  which  I  had  raised — a  grown  man — 
aud  I  had  tallied  to  liim  about  the  election  ;  tried  to  explain  it  to  him  and  get  him  to 
understand  his  interest  and  mine,  though  I  had  no  expectation  of  his  voting  the  demo- 
cratic ticket  at  all.  The  morning  of  the  election  ke  came  to  me  very  early  and  told  me  he 
wished  to  go  to  the  election,  and  wanted  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  I  told  him  I 
would  be  there  and  would  .see  him,  and  I  would  fix  his  ticket  all  riglit  lor  him.  He  told 
nie  that  he  did  not  want  to  go  up  there,  and  proposed  that  he  would  be  found  at  a  store 
near  the  court-house,  and  I  could  tix  his  ticket  for  him  then.  I  found  him  there  and 
gave  him  his  ticlcet,  and  he  was  very  much  agitated.  It  was  in  April,  cool  weather, 
but  the  drf-ps  of  perspiration  were  on  his. face,  and  his  breast  was  heaving.  I  never 
saw  him  more  excited  in  his  life.  I  gave  him  his  ticket,  and  he  marched  up  through 
the  crowd  aud  deposited  it  in  the  box,  and  immediately  left.  I  had  another  living 
with  me  that  went  on  the  morning  of  the  election,  spent  half  an  hour  there,  and  left; 
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but  I  saw  nothing  of  hira,  tliongli  he  was  there  aU  day.  He  came  back  and  reported 
that  he  voted  the  radical  ticket.  In  the  evening  I  asked  the  poll-keeper  lor  a  list  of 
the  persons  in  my  township  that  had  not  voted.  His  name  was  given  as  one  that  had 
not  voted,  though  he  reported  that  he  had  voted.  This  same  man  afterward,  at  the 
next  election,  voted  the  republican  ticket,  and  assigned  as  the  reason  for  it  that  he  had 
been  abused  and  cursed  so  much  about  the  other. 

The  same  witness  (p.  339)  says : 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

QuenUon.  When  you  speak  of  the  negroes  regarding  the  conservatives  as  their  friends, 
do  you  mean  when  they  are  sick  and  in  trouble  and  want  that  they  come  to  members 
of  the  conservative  party  to  help  them  ? 

Ansuer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  they  do  not  go  to  the  radicals ;  is  that  what  you  say  ? 

Amiccr.  Well,  yes,  sir ;  they  go  oftener  to  the  conservatives  from  the  fact  that  they 
are  more  able  to  relieve  them. 

Question.  And  more  disposed  to  relieve  them  ? 

Answer.  That  is  liiy  observation. 

Question.  Is  the  tieatinent  of  the  conservatives  toward  them  fair  and  kind,  to  the 
best  of  your  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  You  spoke  about  their  A*oting  the  radical  ticket ;  do  you  not  believe  that  is 
done  mainly  by  the  organization  of  these  Leagues,  which  compel  them  to  vote  all  iu  one 
body  f 

Answer.  Well,  that  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  The  negroes  are  ignorant,  too, 
and  they  liav<!  been  misled.  A  great  many  of  them  were  iulluenced  to  vote  the  radi- 
cal ticket  at  the  outset  by  ])roiiiises  of  land — forty  acres — and  a  mule.  They  were  all 
led  to  (•X[)e(t  tliat.  and  I  believe  the  nio.st  of  tlieui  believed  they  would  get  it.  Theu 
they  have  been  intimidated  by  threats  that  the  conservative  party  wished  to  reduce 
them  to  slavery  again.     That  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Jndge  G.  W.  Brooks,  judge  of  the  Uuited  States  district  court  of  the 
district  of  ]S^orth  Carolina,  says,  (p.  2SL' :) 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  that  these  Loyal  Leagues  ever  attempted  to  exercise  any 
Bort  of  intimidation  or  control  over  leaguers,  to  prevent  them  liom  voting  as  they 
pleased  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that. 

Question.  Do  yctu  litlieve  that  to  be  true  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  opinion  created  on  my  mind  at  the  last  election,  I  have  beard 
some  such  (•(ini|»laiuts  around  in  the  vicinity  in  whicli  I  live. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  of  the  negroes  tiienisdves  comidain  of  that? 

Ansicer.  I  have  never  heard  of  but  one  complaining ;  I  did  not  investigate  it  at  all. 

Question.  Was  that  complaint  by  a  negro? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  that  he  had  been  prevented  from  voting  as  ho  wished  ? 

Answer.  He  said  fliat  it  would  be  dangerous  for  a  colored  person  to  vote  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  the  League. 

Question.  Did  he  express  the  belief  that  the  danger  would  come  from  that  quarter? 

Answer.  He  did  not  tell  me  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  League;  but  h(^  remarked 
to  me  that  he  thought  the  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  colored  people  was  so  strong 
that  it  would  be  dangerous  for  one  to  vote  contrary  to  their  views. 

Ill  reply  to  questions  put  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  ]\tr.  Scott, 
witness  says : 

Question.  You  h.ive  spoken  of  the  Union  League  ;  do  you  know,  or  have  you  informa- 
tion that  will  justify  you  in  speaking  of  any  instance  in  which  violence  has  been  either 
ordered,  excused,  or  justilied  by  the  Union  League  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  any  such  knowledge.  I  have  been  told  of  several 
instances. 

Question.  In  which  violence  was  inflicted  by  or  with  the  countenance  of  the  body 
itself? 

Ansu-er.  I  have  heard  of  that. 

Que.stion.  Where  ? 

Answer.  In  Chatham,  recently. 

Quextion.  What  was  that  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  it  in  other  quarters.  I  have  understood  that  a  colored  mar 
was  punished  for  voting  for  Mr.  Manning,  now  a  member  of  Congress. 
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Question.  Did  yoii  hear  that  it  was  done  by  order  or  sanction  of  the  League? 

Ansiver.  I  did  hear,  Lnt  I  have  no  knowledge,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  know. 

Qncsl'ion.  Have  you  taken  any  part  in  politics  in  the  State  so  as  to  identify  yon  with 
either  of  the  ])olitical  parties  within  the  last  few  years? 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  reading  the  jmpers.  I  was  a  member  of  the  convention 
in  1865-66.  I  have  not  attended  political  meetings  but  once,  perhaps,  when  I  heard  a 
speech.     , 

Question.  I  understand  from  the  tenor  of  your  testimony  that  you  are  in  opposition 
to  the  policy  of  Governor  Holdeu  in  the  atfairs  of  the  State  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  yon  vote  for  General  Grant? 

Answer.  I  ivas  not  at  home,  but  ivas  abmnt  on  official  duties  ;  if  I  had  been  I  would  have 
done  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  feeling  among  the  colored  people  as  to  the  danger 
of  voting  against  the  sentiments  of  tbeir  people ;  does  the  same  feeling  exist  among 
the  white  peoi)Ie  toward  republicans  who  vote  the  republican  ticket? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  a  worse  feeling  exists  between  them  than  used 
to  exist  before  the  war,  as  the  parties  were  then  arrayed — whig  and  democratic. 

E.  M.  Holt,  who  says  be  supported  Governor  Holdeii  in  bis  first  elec- 
tion, but  voted  against  bim  in  bis  second  election,  testifies,  (p.  272:) 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  Union  League  organization  ?  Is  there  such 
an  organization  there  ? 

Answer.  There  is  a  secret  League  in  the  county  that  has  been  existing  ever  since  or 
soon  after  the  siu'reuder. 

Question.  It  is  composed  of  whom  ? 

Answer.  Composed  of  negroes. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  means  taken  by  those  negroes  to  intimidate 
other  negroes  who  were  disposed  to  vote  the  conservative  ticket  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Such  things  have  occurred  in  your  own  county? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir.  An  old  negro  man  who  formerly  belonged  to  me  told  me  that 
at  the  last  election  another  negro  came  by  his  house,  on  the  morning  of  the  election, 
and  told  him  that  if  he  did  not  go  and  vote  Kirk's  men  would  be  sent  out  and  kill 
him,  and  after  he  was  dead  they  Avould  thrust  their  bayonets  through  him  ;  and  I  was 
a  little  amused  to  find  that  the  old  fellow  had  more  horror  at  being  bayoneted  after 
his  death  than  of  the  killing. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  the  organization  leaves  the  negroes  there  really  any 
freedom  of  action  at  all  ? 

Answer.  No  freedom  of  action. 

Jacob  A.  Long,  of  Alamance  County,  testifies  as  follows  on  tlus  sub- 
ject, (p.  263:) 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  Loyal  League,  and  you  have  said  that  the  oath 
taken  in  the  White  Brotherhood  was  to  the  effect  that  no  member  of  the  League,  and 
of  certain  other  organizations  mentioned,  should  be  members  of  the  White  Brother- 
hood.    When  were  the  Loyal  Leagues  first  organized  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  date.  They  were  in  existence  at  the  time  this  was  organ- 
ized. 

Question.  It  preceded  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  Loyal  League  organized  in  Alamance  County  before  you  became  a 
member  of  the  White  Brotherhood  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  not  understood  generally  that  the  Loyal  League  was  a  political 
organization  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  not  bring  to  bear  this  influence,  and  use  intimidation  to  overawe 
the  negroes  to  prevent  them  from  voting  the  democratic  or  conservative  ticket  ?  Was 
not  that  the  general  belief  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  always  kept  a  man  at  the  polls  in  ei^ery  precinct,  to  report  sxtch 
negroes  as  voted  the  democratic  ticket  back  to  the  League  again,  that  they  might  be  punished 
for  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  negroes  who  were  disposed  to  act  with  the  conserva- 
tive white  people,  but  who  were  deterred  by  the  influence  of  threats  and  intimidation 
from  this  Loyal  League  ? 
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Answer.  I  Lave  heard  of  several  cases — I  do  not  kno\y  them  to  be  facts  of  my  own 
knowledge — where  negroes  were  so  deterred,  and  ran  away  from  the  polls  after  coming 
there  to  vote. 

Qitesiion.  Have  you  ever  had  any  conversation  with  negroes  in  which  they  expressed 
themselves  as  inclined  to  support  the  conservative  ticket,  and  represented  that  they 
were  deterred  by  these  combinations  among  the  negroes  ? 

A7isxver.  Yes,  sir- ;  several  negroes  applied  to  me  to  go  with  them  to  see  that  there 
was  nobody  interrupted  them  on  the  way  to  the  polls  and  back.  They  said  tTiey  were 
afraid.     I  went  on  several  ditiereut  occasions  that  way. 

Quesiion.  After  the  war  closed,  and  for  some  time  subsequent,  were  not  the  emanci- 
pated negroes  in  great  numbers  disposed  to  be  idle  ? 

A7i.nver.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  not  commit  a  great  many  crimes,  such  as  theft  ? 

Answer.  There  was  endless  amount  of  theft,  and  a  great  many  cases  of  rape. 

Question.  That  grew  out  of  their  idleness  and  improvidence  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  idling  around  from  place  to  place. 

Question.  By  whose  iulluence  were  they  drawn  into  these  leagues? 

Ansiver.  I  only  know  what  I  have  heard  some  of  them  say — that  it  was  through  tho 
influence  of  some  white  men  in  the  country. 

Question.  Generally  men  from  the  North  ? 

Ans^eer.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  district  in  which  I  live  they  represented  that  a  W.  Tourgeo 
was  the  man  that  started  it  there,  and  that  through  his  influence  the  leagues  were 
organized. 

Question.  Was  he  a  Northern  man  ? 

Atisuer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  did  lie  organize  it  ? 

Answer.  They  said  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  republican  ticket  in  the  district. 

Question.  Was  lie  himself  a  seeker  for  office  and  position  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  he  represented  Guilford  County  as  a  delegate  in  the  constitutional 
State  convention. 

Quesiiun.  How  long  had  he  been  in  North  Carolina  when  he  went  to  that  convention  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  ;  but  a  short  time. 

Daniel  E.  Goodloe,  a  native  Xortli  Caroliuian,  formerly  associated 
•with  Dr.  Bailey  as  an  editor  of  the  National  Era,  published  in  Wash- 
ington City,  one  of  the  ablest  anti-slaverj^  papers  ever  printed  in  this 
country — a  man  Avho  has  given  many  years  of  his  life  to  the  cause  of 
the  enii-ancliisement  of  the  negro,  and  who  was  appointed  marshal  of 
the  State  after  the  war,  and  now  a  resident  of  Warren  County,  North 
Carolina,  and  voted  in  the  last  election  for  General  Grant,  says,  (p.  231:) 

Question.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  Governor  Holden  jtardoning  oflenders  who 
have  been  convicted  of  crimes  of  violence  against  person  and  property  '? 

Ansicir.  Yes,  sir,  he  has  done  that ;  I  could  not  point  out  the  cases  now,  but  I  know 
it  was  done,  and  knew  it  at  the  time. 

Question.  Notorious  offenders  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  remember  the  other  day,  just  before  I  left  Xorth  Carolina,  of  an 
instance  of  the  colored  jmiyiilation  mohbin(j  a  colored  man  for  loiinf/,  or  wishing  to  vote,  th^ 
conservative  ticket ;  tluji  beat  him  terribly,  I  believe;  I  do  not  know  the  j)articulars ;  at  any 
rate,  they  were  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary,  and  Governor  Holden  pardoned  tlie  parties  who 
perpetrated  the  outrage  on  him. 

Question.  Did  that  create  a  sense  of  insecurity  for  other  colored  men  who  might 
desire  to  vote  that  way  ? 

Answer.  That  would  necessarily  bo  the  effect,  but  I  do  not  know  how  far  they  knew 
the  fact,  or  how  far  it  had  that  effect. 

Tlie  Rev.  J.  B.  Smith,  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  who  has  resided  at 
Ealeigh,  North  Carolina,  for  three  years,  and  who  went  there  from  New 
Jersey  for  the  purjtose  of  establishing  a  school  to  educate  colored  men 
as  teachers,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Episcojial  Church,  testifies  as 
follows,  (pp.  220-21 :) 

Question.  Yon  said  j'ou  voted  for  General  Grant  in  the  last  election  ? 
Answer.  Yo.a,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  Governor  Holden  relative  to  the  late 
election  ? 
Answer  I  have  had  several  conversations  with  him. 
Question.  In  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  State? 
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Atisioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  lie  express  himself  in  regard  to  the  politics  of  those  who  were  op- 
posing his  election  ? 

Answer.  I  had  a  conversation  with  him,  I  think,  last  April.  Colonel  Hayman  was  in 
charge  of  the  camp.  He  was  an  Episcopalian,  and  I  had  called  upon  him  to  pay  my 
respects.  I  found  Mr  Barringer,  Mr.  Ivingsland,  Colonel  Hayman,  and  Governor  Hol- 
den  together.  Mr.  Kingsland,  was  connected  with  the  North  Carolina  Land  Comfjauy. 
He  was  talking  with  Governor  Holden  about  the  great  injury  done  to  the  State  by  his 
proclamation — that  it  kept  persons  from  coming  into  the  State  to  buy  land.  The  pro- 
clamation was  in  regard  to  certain  outrages.  I  do  not  know  whether  at  that  time  he 
had  declared  the  county  of  Alamance  in  insurrection.  Mr.  Kingsland  was  talking  upon 
that  subject  when  I  went  in.  Governor  Holdeu  was  very  much  excited  about  the  recall 
of  the  United  States  troops,  and  had  received  no  assurance  then  that  there  would  be 
any  troops  to  supply  their  ^ilace.  Well,  I  spoke  to  Governor  Holden  and  said,  "  Gov- 
ernor, what  distresses  me  is,  that  you  should  put  these  colored  men  up  for  Congress,  for 
responsible  offices.  I  notice  in  my  work  among  these  people  that  there  is  great  moral 
injury  done  to  them  throughout  the  State ;  the  eftect  is  very  bad  ;  it  unsettles  them  ; 
they  do  not  seem  to  be  disposed  to  go  to  regular  labor,  because  they  are  looking  to 
political  preferment."'  He  then  expressed  himself  in  respect  to  the  colored  peojile,  and 
said  that  Congress  had  seen  fit  to  pass  a  law  by  which  they  were  admitted  to  seats  in 
the  State  legislature,  and  he  wanted  them  to  have  some  of  the  same  themselves,  and 
therefore  he  went  for  sending  them  to  Congress.  Then  he  said  to  me,  or  rather  to  us 
all,  "  Now,  if  the  Government  does  not  send  these  trooi^s,  I  shall  arm  the  colored  people. 
I  can  control  by  my  word  80,000  men.  I  can  go  to  the  convention  that  is  to  meet 
here  next  week,  [a  republican  convention,]  and  control  them  by  a  word."  1  remarked 
at  the  same  time,  "That  is  dangerous  power — very  dangerous  power  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  one  man."  He  then  said  to  me,  in  the  presence  of  these  gentlemen,  "  What  is  to 
hinder  the  Ku-Klux  from  taking  you,  Dr.  Smith  ?  Are  you  not  afraid?"  "Not  at  all," 
said  I.  Said  he,  "  There  is  nothing  to  hinder  them  from  taking  you  or  any  other  radi- 
cal." Said  I,  "  Excuse  me,  but  that  is  not  my  name  ;  I  am  not  a  radical."  Well,  then, 
he  went  on  to  sen/  that,  for  his  07cn  part,  in  his  opinion  General  Grant  would  hold  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  no  matter  ichat  the  election  was  in  1872;  that  he  desired  him  to  be 
emperor  and  his  son  to  succeed  him  as  emperor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  That  is,  that  he.  Governor  Holden,  wished  it? 
Answer.  That  he.  Governor  Holden,  wished  it. 

The  Honorable  Bartholomew  F.  Moore,  formerly  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  State,  now  and  for  many  years  i)ast  the  most  distinguished  law- 
yer, a  devoted  Union  man  throughout  the  entire  rebellion,  who  rode  Ave 
miles  when  he  heard  that  the  old  flag  had  been  raised  on  the  capitol  of 
North  Carolina,  in  order  to  gladden  his  eyes  with  the  sight,  speaks  as 
follows  upon  this  point,  (p.  2UG :) 

Question.  Who  first  organized  the  leagues? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you;  they  seemed  to  spring  up  at  once  like  a  mushroom — roseL 
right  out  of  the  state  of  affairs,  and  Governor  Holden  was  the  head  president. 

Question.  The  president  of  the  central  organization? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  controlled  it  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  did. 

Question.  Was  the  effect  of  this  organization  to  di'aw  the  colored  people  away  from 
their  labor  at  improper  times  ? 

Ansieer.  It  was,  and  to  diminish  their  wages.  It  made  them  thriftless  in  many  cases. 
A  man  could  hardly  get  a  laborer  in  many  cases,  when  he  lived  near  a  town  where  these 
constant  assemblages  took  place.  They  became  quieted  down,  however,  in  course  of 
time.  I  believe  Governor  Holden  for  some  time  past  has  withdrawn  from  the  league; 
at  least,  as  an  officer.     I  do  not  know  whether  he  still  belongs  to  it  or  not. 

Question.  In  the  distribution  of  offices  throughout  the  State,  was  or  was  not  the 
solo  appointing  power  in  Governor  Holden  ? 

Answer.  G(uierally  for  a  time  it  was,  and  I  was  sorry  to  see  it  announced  by  him  that 
he  would  not  appoint  any  person  to  any  office  ujiless  he  belonged  to  their  party. 

Question.  He  was  a  strict  partisan  in  his  appointments? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  result  of  it  iias  that  a  large  2)roportion  of  the  gentlemen  of  North 
Cawolina  ivlio  had  heen  in  office  in  former  times,  who  had  taken  just  such  a  part  in  the  rebel- 
lion, against  their  will  and  wishes,  as  to  make  them  obnoxious  to  the  p7-ovisions  for  recon- 
struction, tcere  kept  out  of  office.  There  is  nothing,  in  my  opinion,  that  tends  more  to  the 
security  of  life  and  property  than  the  respectability  of  subordinate  magistrates.     Our 

S.  Eep.  1,  pt.  2 2 
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justices  of  the  peace  are  peace  officers.  A  great  mmxy  of  tlie  new  appo'mtments  icere  of  men 
ofknoivn  had  character,  men  convicted  of  theft,  or  accused  and  hcHered  to  have  hcen  (juiltij  of 
theft,  and  men  tvho  could  not  read  or  write.  Whij,  sir,  precepts  hare  been  hroiight  to  me  issued 
ty  justices  tvhotvere  not  able  to  sign  their  names,  but  xvlio  made  their  mark.  Justices  who  tried 
important  cases,  involving  misdemeanors  for  ichicli  fJte  parties  might  be  sent  to  jail,  could  not 
write,  and  had  to  make  their  mark  for  their  signature. 

In  answer  to  questions  by  tlie  chairman  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Scott, 
the  t^ame  witness  says,  (p.  213 :) 

Question.  Yon  have  further  stated,  in  reference  to  the  origin  of  the  Union  Leagues, 
that  the  colored  men  left  their  employments  to  attend  the  meetings  at  improper  times. 
Is  there  not  a  feeling  of  indignation  or  exasperation  on  the  part  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  white  population  of  North  Carolina  that  the  colored  men  should  be  allowed  any 
political  rights  at  all  ? 

Answer.  There  has  been  a  very  decided  opposition  to  it.  I  can  recollect  very  well  ivlien 
I — and,  I  teas  among  the  first  to  do  so — brought  fortrard  a  proposition  to  allow  a  colored  man 
to  testify  against  a  white  man.  There  was  a  very  strong  feeling  of  indignation  against  it  and 
against  me;  I  pierscvcfrcd,  hoivcver.  Tha'c  are  some  rery  jrromincnt  men,  who  are  now  the 
very  warmest  republicans,  ivho  opposed  me  and  defeated  me  in  an  election  to  the  legislature  in 
consequence  of  if. 

Question.  It  is  the  state  of  public  feeling  I  wish  to  ascertain.  Is  there  not  uow  .1 
feeling  very  prevalent  among  the  white  population  of  North  Carolina,  that  the  exercise 
of  political  privileges  by  the  black  man  is  an  assumption  on  his  part,  and  one  they 
would  be  very  glad  to  have  him  dejirived  of? 

Answer.  Not  that  it  is  an  assumption  on  his  part.  The  feeling  is  this:  that  the  black 
man  is  ignorant,  and  therefore  uiifjualificd  to  vote  with  intelligence.  That  is  the 
ground,  aixl  that  is  my  only  ground.  I  would  except  both  races  alike  who  could  not  un- 
derstand the  Constitution  of  their  country.     Ihit  that  feeling  is  dying  out  very  rapidly. 

Question.  What  was  the  political  complexion  of  the  legislature  that  ai)proved  of  this 
issue  of  bonds  ? 

Answer.  It  was  decidedly  radical  or  republican. 

Question.  That  political  organization  controlled  the  legislataire  ? 

Anstva:  Kutirely  ;  the  league  organization  controlled  it. 

Question.  The  Union  League  ? 

Ansirer.  The  Union  League,  so  called,  completely  controlled  it. 

Question.  Did  or  did  not  these  leagues  embrace  the  bulk  of  the  colored  people  of  the 
State  ? 

Answer.  Almost  all  of  them. 

Question.  Were  not,  the  leagues  chiefly  composed  of  colored  people  ? 

Ansu-er.  Yes,  sir;  we  have  about  60,000  coh)red  voters  and  about  1 10,000  white  voters ' 
in  the  State. 

Question.  You  believe  the  colored  voters  were  generally  combined  in  these  leagues  ? 

Answer.  Almost  universally.  So  strong  at  that  time  was  the  feeling,  that  I  remember  an 
instance  of  one  colored  man,  in  the  county  of  Wilson, tvho  teas  whipped  by  two  of  the  league 
negroes  for  voting  the  conservative  ticket.  They  were  tried  for  the  offense,  convicted,  and  .sen- 
tenced to  three  monthn'  im))ri.soument  by  Judge  Thomas,  who  was  elected  by  the  radical  party, 
and  they  were  pardoned  by  (iorcrnor  Jlolden.  At  whoso  solicitation  they  were  pardoned 
I  know  not ;  there  may  have  been  very  good  reasons  for  the  pardon  ;  I  only  state  the 
fact.  Nevertheless,  it  went  out  as  a  public  example,  and  had  a  very  injurious  effect,  in  my 
opinion. 

Quenfion.  Did  it  have  the  effect  to  lead  the  colored  men  to  think  that  acts  of  that 
kind  might  be  perpetrated  with  impunity  ? 

Ansirer.  1  STii)])ose  so. 

Question.  Owing  (o  the  idle  condition  of  the  colored  people  and  their  consequent 
want, and  then  tlie  jierpetration  of  these  offenses  against  property,  do  you  believe  that 
those  offenses  were  increased  by  the  supposed  impunity  owing  to  Governor  Holdeu's 
pardons  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  would  not  go  as  fiir  as  to  say  that ;  I  do  not  know  that  Governor 
Holden  was  in  the  habit  of  i)ar(loning  colored  persons  who  were  convicted  ;  but  I  speak 
of  this  as  an  instance  which  I  thought  had  a  very  uiihap])y  effect  u])(>n  theconunuuity. 
I  do  not  know  that  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  pardoning  thieves  because  they  were 
colored  ])eople.  I  have  iixquently  heai'd  him  accused  of  it,  but  it  may  be  an  unjust 
accusation. 

Question.  Was  that  the  general  tone  of  the  leagues  toward  those  colored  people  who 
did  not  follow  their  lead — that  of  intimidation  and  punishment  ? 

Answer.  It  was  so  ;  it  was  a  frowning  upon  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to  create 
terror. 

Question.  Did  it  destroy  their  independence  of  action? 

AnsuxT.  Entiiely  destroyed  their  independence. 

Question.  That  was  throughout  the  State  ? 
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Ansiver.  That  was  throughout  the  State,  so  far  as  I  know.  I  have  very  fiequently 
stated  myself,  and  I  will  use  the  same  expression  now,  that  they  were  very  much  like 
a  flock  of  sheep,  which  always  follow  the  bell-wether,  whether  he  jumps  over  a  fence 
or  leaps  into  a  pit. 

Qiwsiiori.  Do  not  the  very  persons  who  justify,  or  seek  to  apologize  for  the  outrages 
committed  by  the  Ku-Klux,  do  so  upon  the  ground  that  the  enfranchisement  of  the 
colored  race  was  a  wrong  inflicted  upon  tlie  white  people  of  North  Carolina? 

Ansivcr.  No,  sir;  the  ground  upon  which  they  base  the  action  of  what  they  call  the 
Ku-Klux  is  the  tact  that  outrages  were  first  committed  by  the  colored  population. 

Qtie-^iion.  Have  you  known  any  instance  in  which  the  colored  population  have  com- 
mitted any  wrong,  where  there  has  been  any  difHculty  in  court  in  convicting  them? 

Ansiv0\  Yes,  sir ;  a  famous  instance  occurred  just  before  I  left  home,  where  some  eight 
or  ten  negroes  were  indicted  for  having  gone  in  a  baud  and  burned  several  houses  in 
the  same  neighborhood,  in  the  upper  part  of  Wake  County.  Two  or  three  of  them 
turned  State's  witnesses ;  the  others  were  tried,  and  were  on  trial  for  a  week.  The 
jury,  as  it  was  said,  and  rej)orted  to  me  by  the  solicitor,  was  packed.  After  a  long  trial, 
there  was  no  conviction ;  and  the  solicitor,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  justice  against 
these  burners,  removed  the  trial  of  the  others  (for  there  were  three  or  four  indictments) 
to  another  county. 

Question.  Removed  the  trial  from  Wake  County? 

Ansivcr.  Yes,  sir;  that  occurred  during  the  mouth  of  January  last. 

George  Laws,  clerk  of  the  superior  court,  aud  judge  of  probate  in 
Orange  County,  says  on  this  subject,  (p.  195:) 

^ues/ioH.  Who  organized  the  colored  Union  Leagues?     * 

Atisiver.  It  was  done  by  what  we  call  carpet-baggers. 

Question.  Men  who  had  lately  come  among  you? 

Auswiiv.  Yes,  sir ;  came  there  in  16S5,  after  the  siuTeuder. 

Question.  Did  they  organize  those  leagues  ? 

Ansiccr.  That  is  what  they  say. 

Qtiestion.  Did  they,  by  means  of  these  leagues,  elect  themselves  to  oflSce? 

Answer.  Well,  I  reckou  some  of  them  did ;  but  I  do  not  know  only  trom  report. 

QueMion.  Did  they  try  to  be  elected? 

Ansuer.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Dewees  was  elected  member  of  Congress  in  my  district  in  that 
•way ;  that  is  the  only  case  I  know  of. 

Question.  The  ouly  case  of  success  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  is  the  man  who  sold  the  cadetship  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  same  man. 

Question.  Were  these  leagues  understood  to  be  oath-bound  political  societies? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  so,  but  that  was  the  undersTanding ;  that  they 
swore  to  stick  together  and  vote  together.  I  had  a  bhick  man  to  work  for  me,  and  on 
the  morning  of  tlie  election  I  asked  him  if  he  was  going  down  to  vote;  he  said  he  was 
not ;  that  he  could  not  vote  the  way  he  wanted  to  aud  therefore  should  not  vote  at  all ; 
I  never  said  anj"  more  to  him. 

Question.  Was  there  intimidation  by  the  members  of  this  league  of  each  other  to  pre- 
vent them  from  voting  of  their  own  free  will? 

Ansiver.  1  think  there  was  at  the  polls.  There  are  two  or  thi-ee  conservative  negroes 
living  in  my  town  who  were  a  good  deal  abused  about  it,  but  they  hung  out  and  would 
not  be  govei-ned  by  the  league,  and  I  think  they  have  gained  strength,  for  there  are 
about  twenty  colored  voters  there  now. 

Question.  That  is,  since  the  election  of  1868  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

TVe  might  add  to  the  testimony  already  cited  that  of  Judge  Battle, 
formerlychief  justice  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  aud  one  of  the  best 
aud  purest  of  the  citizens  of  that  State,  and  the  evidence  of  many  other 
witnesses,  as  clear  and  emphatic  as  any  we  have  quoted.  Even  the  tes- 
timony of  the  most  hostile  witnesses  summoned  iu  the  interest  of  Gov- 
ernor Holden  and  the  radical  party  admit  substantially  that  the  Ku-Klux 
societies  were  orgnnized  subsequent  to  the  "Loyal  Leagues,"  and  is 
in  antagonism  to  them.  But  it  is  unnecessary,  after  what  has  been 
adduced  on  this  point,  to  quote  further  testimony. 

These,  then,  were  the  measures  taken  to  array  the  negroes  in  one 
compact  body  against  the  white  people  of  the  State  in  the  election  of 
1SG8,  under  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress.  The  election  was 
supervised  by  General  Canby,  iu  command  of  that  military  division. 
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Its  result  is  well  known.  The  enfranchised  negroes,  under  the  lead  of 
Governor  Holdeu  and  his  carpet-bag  allies,  backed  by  the  military  power 
of  the  Government,  accomplished  an  easy  victory  over  the  disfranchised 
white  people.  But  to  make  it  complete.  General  Canby  gave  orders  to 
exclude  a  certain  number  of  the  conservatives  elected  to  the  legislature. 
Judge  Read,  who  administered  the  oath  to  the  members  elect,  testities 
that  he  was  instructed  by  General  Canby  to  tell  certain  persons  to  wliom 
particular  disqualitications  attached  to  stand  aside,  and  he  then  pro- 
ceeded to  administer  the  oath  of  office  to  the  remainder.  [See  testimony 
of  JudgeRead,p.  412.]  Tlius  was  the  reconstruction  of  North  Carolina 
accomplished  upon  a  loyal  basis — a  basis  composed  of  ignorant  negroes 
and  unprincipled  carpet-baggers,  cemented  aiul  sustained  by  military 
power.  The  result  might  luive  been  foreseen.  The  legislature,  moved 
by  "  a  ring"  of  unprincipled  adventurers,  went  to  work  to  squander  the 
money  of  the  people.  They  issued  twenty-five  or  thirty  millions  in  the 
bonds  of  the  State  to  certain  railroad  comjtauies;  the  bonds  were  issued 
by  Holden  to  these  adventurers  without  exacting  compliance  with  the 
law  ;  the  bonds  were  sold  and  the  nu)ney  went  into  the  carpet-bags  and 
flitted  away  from  the  State.  Ten  m  llioas  of  this  issu.'  was  sul)^equeutly 
declared  unconstitutional  by  the  courts  of  the  State,  and  of  the  balance, 
not  one  million  of  the  entire  siun  was  ever  applied  to  the  construction 
of  railroads.  The  value  of  the  bonds  sank  in  the  market  to  twenty-two 
cents  on  the  dollar.  These  transactions  appear  from  the  testimony  of 
nearly  all  the  witnesses  examined  ;  men  of  all  shades  of  political  senti- 
ment testify  to  this  shameless  plumler  of  the  State,  and  all  unite  in 
denouncing  the  outrage  an<l  deploring  the  ruin  and  bankruptcy  that 
has  been  brought  upon  the  State.  The  majority  of  the  committee  allude 
to  this  nmtter  as  showing  the  latitude  allowed  in  the  examination,  and 
are  seemingly  unconscious  of  its  significance.  They  do  not  appear  to 
be  awareof  the  fact  that  Congress,  by  establishing  a  government  wholly 
irresponsible  to  the  people  of  the  State,  conii)()sed  of  ignorant  negroes, 
without  a  dollar  of  property,  and  controlled  by  designing  men  in  search 
of  pillage,  made  the  plunder  of  the  State  inevitable.  The  same  result 
Las  followed  the  same  measures  in  every  one  of  the  reconstructed  States. 
All  have  been  plundered,  and  by  the  same  means.  The  Southern  States 
have  thus  been  robbed  of  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  by  the  worth- 
less adventurers  who  have  been  placed  in  control  of  their  alfairs  by  the 
direct  act  of  Congress,  and  they  have  a  nu)ral  and  a  legal  rightto  demand 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  assunu'  and  pay  the 
debts  contracted  by  tlie  officers  created  under  their  own  laws,  and  placed 
in  ]>ower  and  sustained  there  by  their  military  authority.  The  majority 
of  the  committee,  who  displayed  such  comnH'n(lal)le  ze;il  in  Iheir  inqui- 
ries about  "the  security  of  ])ersons  and  j^ropcrti/''^  m  "North  Carolina, 
having  i)assed  over  'this  ])ortion  of  the  testimony  without  seeming  to 
consider  that  it  involved  any  (|uestion  worthy  of  their  consideration,  the 
undersigned  call  esjjecial  attention  to  the  following  citations  from  the 
evidence  upon  this  point : 

Judge  Russell,  of  the  sui)erior  court,  presiding  in  the  Wilmington  dis- 
trict, served  in  the  confederate  army,  but  now  an  extreme  i;iulical,  says, 
(p.  18;}:) 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  piihlic  debt  of  the  State? 

Aiixurr.  Vmy  large,  brought  about  by  very  reckless  aud  corrupt  legislation,  in  my 
opinion. 

Qiicistion.  About  how  much  is  it  ? 

Jimnr.  I  suppose  about  $3:5,000,000  or  $34,000,000. 

Question.  "What  was  it  before  the  war? 

Answa:  About  $15,000,000  or  $1U,000,000, 
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Qiiefttion.  That  is  what  is  called  the  "ante-war  debt"  with  the  interest  accumulated  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Qucstiou.  How  do  you  say  this  addition  was  bfouglit  about? 

Anstva:  I  thiuk  by  the  corrupt  and  reckless  legislation  in  1868  and  1869. 

Question.  Was  that  the  legislature  elected  under  the  reconstruction  act? 

Aiifitccr.  Yes,  sir,  and  by  the  republican  party. 

Question.  Has  tlie  State  received  any  benefit  at  all  from  the  additional  debt? 

Anm-a:  Very  little,  indeed;  it  was  increased  $14,000,000  or  §15,000,000,  and  the 
bonds  were  put  in  the  hands  of  swindlers  who,  in  my  opinion,  have  swindled  the  State. 

Question.  Who  were  these  men ;  where  did  they  come  from  ? 

Ansicer.  Some  of  them  were  natives  and  some  of  them  were  known  as  carpet-bag- 
gers.    Of  the  three  principal  persons  two  were  natives  and  one  was  a  carpet-bagger. 

Question.  What  were  their  names? 

Answer.  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Swepson.  and  General  Littlefield.  Of  course  I  am  speaking 
very  freely  and  giving  my  opinion,  founded,  I  hope,  upon  sufficient  reason. 

Que-'iiion.  Is  that  the  public  opinion  of  the  State  ? 

Ansaxr.  I  thiuk  it  is  of  all  parties  now. 

Question.  Is  the  governor  supposed  to  be  implicated  in  the  corruption  ? 

Answer.  Well,  there  is  a  very  general  public  impression  to  that  eftect.  My  own  im- 
pression, if  you  want  to  know  it,  is  this:  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  he  is  actu- 
ally guilty  of  criminal  complicity  iu  these  frauds,  but  that  much  of  it,  however,  is  due 
to  his  imbecility  and  incapacity. 

Question.  Was  not  a  great  deal  of  the  excitement  at  the  last  election  due  to  the  fact 
of  this  corrupt  legislation  and  swindling  of  the  State  government? 

Answer.  So  far  as  the  excitement  was  concerned  I  do  not  thiuk  it  was.  There  was 
some  feeling  about  that,  and  there  is  much  in  the  political  I'evolutiou  that  took  place 
at  that  time  due  to  that. 

Question.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  feeling  against  the  State  government,  was  there 
not? 

Ansicer.  Considerable  feeling,  but  I  do  not  thiuk  any  lawlessness  grew  out  of  it. 

Que.slion.  I  did  not  allude  to  that. 

Answer.  I  think  you  said  excitement,  and  I  thought  you  had  some  reference  to  that. 
There  was  some  feeling. 

Question.  And  it  led,  you  think,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  defeat  of  the  radical  or 
republican  party  iu  the  State? 

Answer.  I  think  it  led  iu  a  great  measure  to  the  defeat  of  the  party;  nevertheless, 
there  are  many  localities  in  which  I  have  no  idea  there  could  have  becm  a  free  election, 
BO  far  as  that  party  was  concerned,  even  if  there  had  been  no  excitement  growing  out 
of  those  frauds. 

Judge  Battle  gives  the  followiug  account  of  the  manner  in  which  this 
debt  was  contracted,  (p.  171 :) 

Question.  What  is  the  present  condition  of  the  indebtedness  of  your  State  ?  Or;  as 
that  is  rather  a  general  question,  I  will  ask  you  what  was  your  State  debt  in  1865,  at 
the  close  of  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  paper  containing  a  statement  of  it,  and  I  am  compelled,  therefore, 
to  rely  upon  my  recollection  of  what  was  stated  in  Governor  Holden's  message  to  the 
legislature ;  I  think  lie  states  that  the  ante-war  debt,  as  it  is  called,  was  nearly  nine 
millions  of  dollars — between  eight  and  nine  millions;  and  that  was  increased  by  ap- 
propriations made  V)y  the  legislature  before  the  war,  but  for  which  bonds  were  issued 
during  the  war,  and  which  increase  was  therefore  recognized;  but  all  of  what  were 
called  the  war  bonds  were  repudiated  by  both  the  convention  of  1865  and  the  conven- 
tion called  under  the  reconstruction  acts  ;  then  the  legislature  that  was  elected  at  the 
same  time  the  new  constitution  was  adopted 

Question.  That  was  in  1868? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  legislature  passed  bills  directing  the  issue  of  bonds,  I  think,  to 
the  amount  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  ;  may  be  more.  Eight  or  ten  millions  of  those 
bonds  were,  by  the  supreme  court,  declared  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  therefore  are 
not  included  by  Governor  Holdcn  in  his  statement.  He  makes  the  present  debt  thirty 
millions  of  dollars,  in  round  ininibers  ;  twenty-nine  millions  and  a  large  fraction  over. 

Question.  That  is,  including  the  nine  millions  of  the  ante-war  debt  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  since  the  war  the  debt  has  been  increased  over  twenty  millions,  ex- 
clusive of  that  which  has  been  declared  to  be  unconstitutional? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  for  he  speaks  there  of  the  necessity  of  providing  for  that  amount. 

Question.  To  whom  are  those  bonds  issued  ? 

Answer.  To  the  railroad  presidents. 

Question.  Who  appointed  those  i>iilroad  presidents? 

Anstcer.  They  were  eleored  by  the  directors. 

Question,  Who  ajJiioiuted  the  directors  ? 
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Ansivcr.  Some  were  elected  by  the  stockholders,  and  soiue  appointed  by  Governor 
Holden,  according  to  the  interest  of  the  stockholders  and  tlio  State  in  the  roads,  and 
these  directors  elected  the  presidents..  I  know  that  to  be  so  from  the  fact  that  a  ninth 
article  of  impeachment  against  Governor  Holden  has  recently  been  adopted  by  the 
house  of  the  State  legislature,  and  it  received  the  almost  unanimous  republican  vote 
of  the  house  ;  all  of  the  white  rejjublicans  and  some  of  the  colored  reijublicans  voting 
for  it. 

Queslion.  What  is  that  article  ? 

Ansicev.  That  the  governor  issued  some  six  millions  of  those  bonds  to  George  W. 
Simpson,  as  president  of  the  western  branch  of  the  Western  Railroad,  and  did  not  first 
require  what  the  law  demanded. 

(^stion.  Who  were  the  directors  of  that  road  ? 

Ansirer.  I  do  not  know  ;  thej'  have  been  changed  since  then.  A  gentleman  by  the 
name  of  Rollins,  who  is  now  the  president  of  the  road,  is  in  the  city  at  this  time  ;  he 
could  tell  you. 

Quesiiou.  Is  he  a  North  Carolinian  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  he  is  a  northern  man. 

Queslion.  lie  does  not  live  in  the  State  ? 

Anfuicr.  He  has  lived  there  lor  a  few  years. 

Qiitstiu)!.  Was  there  a  general  public  belief  in  the  wastefuhiess  and  corruption  con- 
nected with  tlie  creation  of  that  debt  l 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  a  very  general  belief.  - 

Question.  What  eifect  had  that  belief  on  the  minds  of  the  people  ? 

AnsuT).  It  had  the  effect,  in  the  western  part  ol  the  State,  ol  alienating  even  those 
who  belong(>d  to  the  repuldican  party  from  that  party.  I  think  it  hail  a  very  great  in- 
fluence upon  the  last  election. 

(Jucslio)!.  Was  or  was  not  that  fear  or  apprehension  of  total  insolvency  of  the  State 
one  of  the  leading  issues  in  your  canvass,  if  not  a  leading  issue  ? 

Answer.  When  the  canvass  commenced,  the  great  issue  was  the  wastefulness  of  the 
party  in  power. 

Question.  Governor  Ilolden's  administration  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  that  may  be  saitl  to  have  absorbed  all  others.  Just  toward  the 
close,  the  eniployiiK  ut  of  Kirk  ;ind  IJergen  came  in,  and  1  think  settled  the  fate  of 
the  i'leetion  lu'vond  all  (luestion.     It  was  doubtful  lielore. 

Question.  The  sending  of  these  armed  bands  into  the  county  of  Alamance  ? 

Answer.  That  had  an  ell'ect  throughout  the  State  ;  it  went  like  an  electric  shock  from 
one  end  to  the  other.  I  think  it  influenced  thousands  of  votes  ;  I  know  Colonel  Dock- 
ery,  member  tif  the  present  house,  will  tell  you  his  defeat  was  caused  by  that. 

Question.  Prior  to  that  what  was  the  abscubing  issue  ? 

Answer.  It  was  the  wastefulness  of  the  pul)lic  money;  the  formation  of  rings  by 
■which  they  said  the  treasury  had  become  exhausted. 

Question.  Describe  the  formation  of  rings,  and  what  was  the  popular  belief  on  that 
subject  ? 

Answer.  The  jjopular  belief  was,  that  General  Littlefield — who  has  a  great  reputa- 
tion, whatever  it  may  be,  in  North  Carolina — that  he  and  others  came  there  and  formed 
a  third  branch  of  the  legislature,  as  Ihey  called  it,  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  capitol, 
where  whisky  and  other  things  were  furnished;  and  it  was  said  that  those  who  could 
not  be  liought  with  money  were  treated  and  cajoled  out  of  their  votes,  so  that  the  pub- 
lic money  was  voted  away  by  millions,  and  Littlelield,  Swepson,  and  others  got  the 
benetit  of  it. 

Queslion.  Was  Governor  Holden  supposed  to  be  privy  to  this? 

Answer.  For  a  long  time  it  was  believed  that  he  was  not.  The  only  thing  attributed 
to  him  was,  that  he  did  not  look  sharjjly  at  the  matter,  light  it  and  denounce  it,  but 
that  he  rather  acciuiesced  in  it ;  but  of  late  they  are  beginning  to  charge  him  with 
being  a  ])articii)ator  in  it. 

Quesiiou.  Does  this  charge  form  a  part  of  the  articles  of  impeachment  in  his  present 
trial  1 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  think  the  house  of  representatives  have  voted  almost  unani- 
mously for  the  ninth  article,  every  white  republican  voting  for  it.  and  eight  or  ten  of 
the  colored  mendiers  voting  against  it.  I  know  that  a  leading  republican  Irom  the 
West  came  down  and  urged  it— said  if  they  would  convict  him  on  that  charge,  which 
would  not  be  difficult,  the  conviction  would  not  assume  a  party  character. 

By  Mr.  Biaik  : 
Question.  What  was  the  ninth  article  '? 

Answer.  That  Governor  Holden  had  issued  $6,000,000  of  l)onds  to  Mr.  Swei>son  with- 
out conforming  to  what  the  law  required  before  they  were  issued. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  say  that  the  ninth  article  is  preferred  as  one  of  the  charges? 
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Ansiccr.  Well,  it  has  not  yet  been  accepted  by  the  Senate.  It  was  voted  upon  a  day 
or  two  before  I  left,  by  the  house  of  representatives,  and  received  a  large  majority. 

Question.  As  an  additional  article  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  every  white  republican  voted  for  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  a  certain  number  of  the  colored  republicans  voted  against  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  few — some  eight  or  ten. 

Question.  Was  the  article  adopted  then  by  all  the  votes  in  the  house  except  those  of 
the  colored  republicans  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bayakd  : 

Question.  Have  you  a  general  knowledge  of  those  eight  or  ten  colored  men  who  voted 
agaiust  it;  whether  they  are  persons  of  any  property? 

Answer.  I  have  not.  I  might  guess,  but  I  would  hardly  like  to  put  that  in  as  testi- 
mony. Some  of  them  may  have  property.  I  could  not  tell  which  has  and  which  has 
not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Does  all  the  property  destroyed  in  the  State  by  these  Ku-Klux  and  other 
secret  societies  amount  iu  the  aggregate  to  anything  like  the  amount  of  these  bonds 
which  have  been  isued  corruptly  1 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nothing  like  it. 

By  Mr.  Wilson  : 

Question.  Where  is  General  Littlefield  now  ? 

Answer.  In  Florida.  The  acting  governor  of  North  Carolina,  Lieutenant  Governor 
Caldwell,  is  displaying  very  commendable  diligence  in  endeavoring  to  punish  the  men 
who  have  robbed  the  State.  He  sent  a  requisition  to  the  governor  of  Florida,  for  Gen- 
eral Littlelield.  He  consulted  with  me  upon  the  subject.  Though  he  and  I  belong  to 
different  parties,  yet  I  regard  him  as  a  very  moderate  man.  Hearing  that  General 
Littlefield  was  iu  Florida,  he  made  out  what  I  believed  to  be  a  i^erfectly  lull  requisition 
according  to  all  the  forms  of  law^,  and  sent  it  to  Governor  Reid,  of  Florida.  Govei'nor 
Reid  refused  to  act  upon  it,  alleging  that  thei^e  was  some  informality  in  it.  It  came 
back  to  Governor  Caldwell,  and  he  supjilied  w^hat  Governor  Reid  said  was  wanting, 
and  sent  it  again.  Governor  Reid  still  refused  to  deliver  the  man  up.  Thereupon 
Governor  Caldwell  sent  a  short  message  to  the  legislature,  requesting  them  to  authorize 
him  to  offer  a  reward  of  $5,000  for  General  Littlefield's  arrest.  That  was  iiassed  unan- 
imously and  immediately,  and  thereupon  he  issued  his  proclamation. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Was  it  iiassed  by  the  votes  of  republicans?  I 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  by  all  parties  in  the  legislature.  A  pretty  resolute  man,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  was  sent  out  there  by  Governor  Cahhvell  to 
make  the  demand  of  Governor  Reid,  hearing  that  the  reward  was  offered,  went  back 
and  got  some  men  from  Savannah  to  go  with  him,  and  they  came  very  near  catching- 
General  Littlefield.  And  now  the  governor  of  Florida  has  offered  a  reward  to  any  man 
who  will  catch  the  man  who  attempted  to  kidnap  General  Littlefield. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  did  General  Littlefield  come  from?    Did  he  live  in  North  Carolina? 

Ansiver.  He  staid  there  some  time.  I  cannot  tell  where  he  does  claim  to  live.  I 
understand  his  family  live  here.  He  is  a  northern  man.  I  have  understood  that  he 
has  been  operating  in  South  Carolina  and  Florida,  as  well  as  in  our  State. 

Question.  Were  most  of  the  men  connected  with  the  railroads  in  North  Carolina 
northern  men  ? 

Answer.  Most  of  them,  I  think,  were  North  Carolinians. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Mr.  Swepson  was  a  North  Carolinian  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  General  Littlefield  was  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Senator  Abbott  is  one  of  the  directors,  is  he  not,  of  the  Western  Railroad? 

Answer.  I  really  cannot  tell  you  ;  I  never  paid  much  attention  to  that  matter.  Gen- 
eral Laflin  was  a  director. 

Question.  Where  was  he  from  ? 

Answer.  From  New  York.  I  think  he  is  a  brother  of  the  member  of  Congress  of 
that  name.  t 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Questiov.  Was  not  the  legislation  authorizing  the  issue  of  these  bonds  participated 
in  by  both  parties  ? 

Arim-cr.  I  understand  some  of  the  railroad  bills  were  voted  for  by  some  members  of 
the  democratic  party,  but  not  by  the  party  generally  ;  only  a  few. 

Queation.  In  authorizing  the  issue  of  the  bonds,  was  it  made  a  party  question  at  all, 
or  was  it  voted  as  a  public  improvement? 

Anstver.  It  was  voted  as  a  public  improvement,  but  nearly  all  the  democrats  voted 
against  it  as  a  wild  scheme. 

Question.  In  the  organization  of  the  roads  were  not  democrats  and  republicans  asso- 
ciated in  tli(i  management  of  them  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  I  can  hardly  answer  that  question. 

Question.  Take  the  Western  road  ;  was  not  General  Clingman  associated  with  Gen- 
eral Littletield  in  the  negotiation  ? 

Ansuvr.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  never  heard  about  his  having  any  connection  with  it  till 
I  came  to  Washington. 

Question.  Do  you  know  now? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  All  I  know  is  that  he  claims  thatLittlefield  owed  him  a  debt,  and 
he  went  to  Floriihx  to  try  to  seciire  it. 

Question.  One  of  the  directors  has  stated  in  his  testimony  before  us  that  General 
Clingman  was  a  director. 

Answer.  I  t.hinlc  1  have  heard  so ;  but  whether  he  had  anything  to  do  with  the  nego- 
tiation I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  not  both  parties  join  in  endeavoring  to  bring  to  justice  the  men  who 
have  Iraudnleutly  used  the  funds  placed  iu  theii-  hands? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Did  not  the  radical  party  defend  Governor  Holdeu  in  the  canvass  against 
these  charges  f 
Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir  ;  they  did  last  sunnner,  at  first. 

From  tbe  testimony  of  A.  T.  Davidson,  (p.  137 :) 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  What  is  the  public  debt  of  your  State  now? 

Answer.  I  can  only  approximate  it.  It  has  been  variously  stated.  It  was  about 
forty-four  million  dolhirs  until  tiie  supreme  court  cut  olf  some  ten  or  twelve  millions, 
reducing  it  to  about  thirty-one  to  thirty-live  millions. 

Question.  How  much  was  it  at  the  end  of  the  war? 

Answer.  It  was  about  .$l'i,00O,0OO,  and  the  accumulated  interest,  making  in  all  about 
$15,00(1,(1(111. 

Question.  All  the  rest  ha.s  been  added  since? 

Answn:  In  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

Question.  Is  not  that  fact  one  which  gives  your  people  a  great  deal  of  apprehension  ? 

Answer.  It  produces  a  great  deal  of  disquiet. 

Question.  Is  not  that  fact  calculated  to  ciiuse  more  disquiet  than  almost  anything 
else? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  we  have  lost  almost  all  hope  of  trying  to  do  anything  under  tliis 
disaster.  The  legislature  of  North  Carolina  appropriated  $(J,()G(),000  for  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Kailroad,  and  thi' road  has  not  realized  §200,000,  so  that  there  has  been 
an  increase  of  the  debt  on  account  of  that  road  of  nearly  $7,000,000. 

Question.  How  did  it  happen  that  it  did  not  realize  but  that  amount? 

An.swer.  Because  the  oliicers  of  the  company  have  got  the  money,  and  wo  cannot  get 
at  them. 

Question.  Who  are  the  oflicers  of  the  company? 

Answer.  General  Littlelii'ld  is  president. 

Question.  Is  he  a  native  of  Noith  C^irolina  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  he  is  an  Ohio  or  Illinois  man.  He  came  there  after  the  war. 
The  iirst  i)resi(leut,  George  W.  Swcjison,  is  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  I  believe.  That 
is  the  way  we  have  been  treatiul  in  tlie  western  part  of  the  State,  not  hy  the  Federal 
Government,  however;  nobody  attributes  ;niything  to  the  National  Government. 

Questio)!.  How  could  this  amount  of  bonds  of  the  State  have  got  into  the  hands  of 
General  LittU-licld  without  the  connivance  of  the  governor? 

Answer.  Oh,  the  governor  knew  it ;  he  is  res])oiisible  to  some  extent. 

Question.  How  was  tliii  rest  of  the  addition  to  the  State  del)t  created? 

Ansicer.  By  ajipropriations  for  internal  imi)rovements ;  the  whole  appropriations 
amounted  t()  abont  S20.0(IO.('0(». 

Question.  It  was  not  all  Ibr  the  Western  Railroad? 

Answei:  No,  sir ;  for  various  railroad  schemes. 
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Qucsiion.  Did  General  Littlefield  have  the  mauagement  of  all  the  roads,  or  simply  of 
the  Western  road  ? 

Ansivcr.  The  Western  Railroad. 

Question.  Who  were  the  other  parties  eu<i;a.c;ed  in  it? 

Anstvei:  I  am  a  director  of  the  Western  Railroad.  The  history  of  it  is  this:  You  re- 
member a  jrreat  disaster  happened  to  North  Carolina  bonds  in  New  York.  Alter  being 
offered  so  freely,  they  went  down  very  rapidly.  Mr.  Swepsou  sold  about  half  of  them, 
I  understand.  He  then  took  a  large  amount  of  our  funds,  and  went  and  bought 
Florida  railroad  bonds,  and  turned  everything  over  to  General  Littlefield.  These 
were  first-mortgage  bonds,  I  think,  of  the  Jacksonville  Railroad;  they  exchanged  them 
with  the  State  of  Florida  for  State  bonds,  and  these  they  have  been  negotiating  in 
Europe.  General  Littlefield  has  just  returned  from  Europe,  and  all  oiu'  money  has  gone 
into  the  Florida  Railroad,  so  that  we  have  got  nothing,  while  they  have  got  a  road  in 
Florida  which  is  covered  with  mortgages,  and  we  cannot  reach  it. 

Qitesiion.  Is  this  the  same  General  Littlefield  for  whom  the  authorities  of  your  State 
have  issued  a  proclamation  offering  a  reward? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  a  reward  of  $5,000.  The  matter  has  gone  very  far  to  dissatisfy  our 
people.     The  whole  conduct  of  the  legislature  has  miicli  to  do  with  it. 

QuesHon.  What  other  railroads  were  there  appropriations  made  for  ? 

Answer.  There  was  an  appropriation  for  the  Western  Railroad  of  $2,000,000.  I  do  not 
think  they  have  done  very  little  work. 

Question.  Which  is  the  road  that  Judge  Henry  is  president  of? 

Answer.  The  eastern  division  of  the  Western  road  ;  that  is  another  road.  Judge 
Henry  belonged  to  a  commission  with  Mr.  Woodfin  to  institute  proceedings  against  the 
men  who  had  got  our  State  l)onds.  He  is  a  director  of  the  eastern  division  ;  I  am  a 
director  of  the  western  division. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  these  bonds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  various  roads  by  an  act  of 
the  legislature,  and  actually  delivered  in  pursuance  of  that  act  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  :  the  State  became  a  corporator  to  the  extent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
caj)ital  stock,  and  the  charter  provided  that  before  the  governor  should  issue  the  bonds 
it  should  be  certified  to  him  that  the  stockholders  who  subscribed  the  other  one-third 
were  solvent  men,  and  good  for  the  amount  subscribed.  But  they  made  a  bogus  affair 
of  it.  I  do  not  know  how  they  did  it,  but  the  bonds  were  issued.  The  whole  capital 
stock  was  $10,000,000. 

Question.  Was  the  certificate  given  to  the  governor? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Woodfin,  the  chahman  of  the  commission,  says  he  cannot  find 
any  certificate. 

Question.  Does  that  apply  to  all  these  roads,  or  to  the  one  of  which  you  are  a  director  ? 

Aiisiver.  The  same  provision  applies  to  all  the  roads  for  which  appropriations  were 
made  by  the  State. 

Question.  By  whom  was  the  certificate  to  be  made? 

Answer.  The  language  of  the  statute  is,  "  It  shall  be  certified."  I  think  it  is  expected 
that  the  president  of  the  road  shall  make  the  certificate,  or  at  least  procure  it  to  be 
made. 

Question.  Was  there  such  a  certificate  made  of  the  road  of  which  you  are  a  director? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not. 

Question.  Did  you  get  the  bonds? 

Answer.  Our  president  got  them. 

Question.  Was  that  fact  known  to  the  directors? 

Answer.  It  was  known  that  he  got  them,  but  we  supposed  he  had  complied  with  the 
law. 

Question.  In  practice,  by  w^hom  were  the  certificates  to  be  made,  and  by  whom  were 
they  made  ? 

Answer.  The  law  does  not  say  by  whom,  but  in  practice  it  is  expected  that  the  presi- 
dent either  makes  or  procures  the  certificate  to  be  made  by  some  one  cognizant  of  the 
fact,  so  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  president  to  present  to  the  governor  the  certificate. 

Question.  Would  not  the  certificate  have  to  be  made  by  the  officers  who  have  charge 
of  the  corporation  and  of  tlie  subscription  both  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  there  is  no  oVjligation  on  the  directors  to  make  such  a  certificate ; 
they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  financial  matter,  in  fact,  of  the  road  at  all — only  to 
superintend  the  construction  of  the  road.  They  were  not  at  the  capital ;  they  were 
270  miles  away. 

Question.  Who  had  the  management  of  the  finances  if  the  directors  did  not  ? 

Answer.  The  directors  were  also  managers,  but  the  president  was  th(^  financial  agent. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  the  certificate  was  made  or  else  the  bonds  procured  with- 
out the  certificate,  and  then  that  the  bonds  were  put  in  the  market  without  your 
knowledge  of  the  fact? 

Ansiver.  I  do. 
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Question.  Whoso,  then,  is  the  fault,  if  there  is  any,  in  the  matter  ? 

Answer.  In  the  first  phice,  the  legislation  was  loose,  not  well  guarded ;  secondly,  the 
governor  was  careless  in  not  looking  into  the  matter  wheu  he  issued  the  bonds  ;  and 
thirdly,  the  l)onds  were  never  submitted  to  the  directors  at  all,  but  were  taken  from 
Raleigh  to  New  York.    Not  a  single  director  saw  one  of  them. 

Question.  And  the  result  is,  that  through  this  improvident  action  apprehension  exists 
in  the  State  of  bankruptcy  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  the  governor  is  a  party  to  it.  He  really 
appears  to  have  been  more  negligent  than  culpable. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  Were  not  all  parties  at  the  time  this  legislation  took  place  in  favor  of  iuter- 
Bal  improvements? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  there  was  no  party  vote  in  these  appropriations  generally, 
but  the  result  has  been  disaster  to  the  State  in  the  management  of  certain  parties,  and 
that  has  produced  dissati^action.     Who  is  to  blame  about  it  I  cannot  say. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  authorities  of  the  State  were  those  who  came  in  under  the  reconstruc- 
tion acts  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was  the  legislature  that  came  in  under  those  acts. 

Question.  The  governor,  then,  was  the  same  man  who  is  governor  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  it  was  by  his  negligence,  you  say,  if  he  was  not  criminal  in  the  matter, 
that  these  bonds  are  issiu'd  to  the  extent  they  were  without  any  real  foundation? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Woodfin,  who  was  appointed  on  the  special  commission  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter,  informs  me  tliat  he  cannot  lind  any  certihcate  on  iile  from  any  one 
as  autljority  for  issuing  the  bonds.  Judge  Henry  knows  about  that;  he  has  beeuawit- 
uess  here. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  legislature  and  the  State  officers  that  came  into  power  and  made  these 
appropriations  were  choseu  at  the  election  which  took  place  under  the  reconstruction 
acts  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  elected  at  the  same  time. 

Questio)i,  By  which  a  great  number  of  the  people  of  the  State  were  disfrauchised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  disfranchised  in  the  first  election. 

Question.  It  was  the  first  legislature  under  the  now  constitution? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  governor  was  elected  at  the  same  time? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  Tlie  governor  was  inaugurated  in  July,  1868,  and  the  legislature 
did  not  asscnibif  til!  the  fall.  I  believe  we  votrd  for  members  of  the  legislature  at  the 
time  we  voted  on  tiie  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

By  Mr.  Bavaud  : 

Question.  The  legislature,  which  had  to  adopt  certain  preliminary  constitutional 
amendments  ofieretl  by  the  Congi'ess  of  the  United  States,  wastlic  legislature,  I  under- 
stand you  to  say,  that  made  these  appropriations  of  the  public  money  f 

Ansivcr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  State  officers  elected  at  the  same  time  had  the  management  of  the 
whole  alfair  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  present  legislature  is  the  second  one  under  the  reconstruction 
acts;  the  other  was  the  first. 

Question.  Is  there  anything  that  has  occuiTcd  in  the  State.of  North  Carolina  that  has 
caused  the  iieoitle  of  that  State  as  nnu'h  anxiety  as  this  profligate  waste  of  the  credit 
and  money  of  the  .State  since  the  reconstruction  acts? 

Answer.  1  tLiuk  that  was  a  matter  of  more  concern  to  our  people  than  anything  else. 

Judge  Brooks,  United  States  district  judge,  says  upon  this  point,  (p. 
181 :) 

Question.  Has  there  been  in  your  State,  for  the  last  two  years,  any  widespread  appre- 
hension among  the  property-holding  class  of  citizens,  growing  out  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  credit  of  the  State  had  been  used  by  Governor  Holden  and  his  administra- 
tion ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  feeling  is  universal  among  all  intelligent  men,  without  distinc- 
tion of  party. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  the  feeling  upon  that  subject  among  the  people  in  North 
Carolina. 

Answer.  I  think  every  man  who  has  any  interest  in  the  way  of  property,  or  who 
makes  any  contribution  in  the  way  of  taxes,  has  felt  very  serious  apprehension. 
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Question.  Was  Governor  Holden  and  bis  administration  identified  with  this  course  of 
lavish  aud  recliless  expenditure? 

Ayisiver.  In  this  way :  some  charge  Governor  Hoklen  with  a  participation  in  the 
profits  thAt  is  supposed  to  have  been  made  out  of  these  abominations,  as  some  of  us 
term  them,  this  bad  legislation.  I  have  never  been  prepared  to  think  or  to  believe,  I 
would  not  here  express  the  opinion,  that  Governor  Holdeu  has  particii)ated  in  that  way. 

Question.  You  mean  participated  by  taking  part  of  the  money  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Our  people,  though,  do  hold  him  responsible  in  this  way :  they 
think  he  has  tailed  to  do  that  which  was  in  his  power  to  have  prevented  it. 

Qitestion.  Did  not  this  lavish  issue  of  bonds  aud  the  misappropriation  of  the  public 
credit  and  money  occur  under  his  administration  and  that  of  the  party  which  sus- 
tained him  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  of  history,  you  may  say,  that  the 
republican  party  was  largely  in  the  majority  prior  to  the  last  general  election.  The 
legislature  in  session  before  the  jiresent  one  was  largely  reijublican.  This  extrava- 
gance occurred  mainly  during  that  time. 

Qitestion.  The  reason  that  I  asked  that  question  was,  to  prepare  the  way  to  ask  the 
question  whether  or  not,  in  the  late  canvass,  the  two  political  iiarties  arrayed  them- 
selves mainly  upon  the  question  of  perpetuating  this  system  by  continuing  Governor 
Holden  and  his  associates  in  office;  and  was  not  the  opposition  to  him  mainly  upon 
the  ground  you  have  mentioned  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  understand  you  when  you  say  "  the  two  political  parties."  I  have 
often  expressed  the  opinion  which  I  held,  and  which  I  now  hold  very  firmly,  that  the 
result  of  the  last  election  in  North  Carolina  was  not  due  to  party.  I  think  it  was  a 
coming  together  of  all  the  elements  there  opposed  to  reckless  extravagance  and  fraud 
in  legislation,  for  the  i^urpose  of  puttiug  it  down. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  it  not  regarded  that  if  Governor  Holden's  party  had  been  sustained  it 
would  amount  to  a  confiscation  of  all  the  property  in  North  Carolina  ? 

Ansivei:  Not  a  legal  confiscation. 

Question.  I  do  not  mean  that ;  but  would  it  not  have  amounted  to  that  in  effect  ? 

Ansivcr.  I  think  the  remaining  confidence  of  any  property-holder  would  have  been 
very  greatly  diminished.  I  know  verj^  well  the  feeling  that  actuated  me,  and  I  think 
there  were  thousands  of  other  men  who  were  actuated  by  the  same  feelings  precisely. 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 
Question.  You  think  that  was  the  public  sentiment  that  carried  the  last  election  ? 
Answer.  I  have  no  question  about  that,  none  in  the  world ;  I  have  never  entertained 
a  contrary  opinion. 

George  W,  Logan,  member  of  tbe  confederate  congress,  but  now  judge 
of  tbe  uintb  judicial  district,  and  an  extreme  radical,  (p.  189,)  testifies 
very  strongly  against  tbese  "frauds,"  and  declares  tbat  tbe  republicans 
"ventilated"  and  "exposed"  tbeai,  and  "Avere  open,  bold,  and  out- 
spoken against  Governor  Holdeu"  on  account  of  tbem,  "from  tbe  Cape 
Fear  region  to  tbe  Cherokee  region." 

Tbe  statement  of  Hon.  B.  F.  Moore,  from  wbose  testimony  we  have 
already  quoted,  is  as  follows,  (p.  200 :) 

Question.  What  was  the  debt  of  North  Carolina  at  the  close  of  the  war  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was  §14,000,000  or  $15,000,000.  I  had  occasion  during  the  war  to  cast  it 
up,  as  an  official  duty. 

Question.  Was  any  portion  of  the  debt  voided  by  the  action  of  the  United  States 
Government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  what  you  may  term  the  bona  fide  debt  of  the  State? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  about  $6,000,000  added  to  it,  I  thiuk,  bj- the  issue  of 
bonds  by  the  State,  which  were  evidently  issued  for  war  purposes. 

Question.  Those  were  voided  by  the  State  government  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Therefore  the  debt  standing  at  the  time  of  the  inauguration  of  a  civil  gov- 
ernment of  North  Carolina  under  the  United  States  authoritv  was  about  $14,000,000  or 
$15,000,000 '! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  what  amount  has  that  debt  been  increased? 

Answer.  To  about  $:55,O0O,00O,  I  think. 

Question.  How  was  that  increase  made  ? 

Ansicer.  Under  the  pretended  purpose  of  advancing  internal  improvements,  and  it 
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■was  principally  brought  about  by  persons  who  -wei'e  not  citizens  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  but  who  had  a  vast  influence,  by  having  had  positions  as  officers  of  the  United 
States  Army, 

Question.  What  were  the  names  of  the  chief  managers? 

Answer.  General  Littlelield  was  the  principal  man. 

Question.  What  attitude  did  Governor  Holden  occupy  in  regard  to  the  creation  of  this 
additional  debt  ? 

Answer.  He  made  no  opposition  to  it,  and  I  regretted  it  exceedingly,  because  there  is 
no  one  I  know  that  feels  more  deeply  than  I  do  the  degradation  of  the  public  faith  of 
North  Carolina.  I  remember  very  well  the  degradation  to  which  Mississippi  sank  in 
consequence  of  the  repudiation  of  its  debt,  and  there  was  not  a  man  in  North  Carolina 
that  would  have  assented,  at  that  time,  to  any  such  degradation  on  the  part  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina.  To  pay  all  the  public  debt  that  is  now  in  existence,  created  by  these 
bonds,  amounting  to  some  $'25,000,UOO,  would  take  one-fifth  or  one-sixth  of  all  the  real 
estate  of  North  Carolina,  at  its  present  tax  value. 

Question.  What  was  the  iiolitical  complexion  of  the  legislature  that  approved  of  this 
issue  of  bonds  ? 

Answer.  It  was  decidedly  radical  or  republican.  » 

Question.  That  political  organization  controlled  the  legislature? 

Ansiver.  Entirely ;  the  league  organization  controlled  it. 

Question.  The  Uuioii  League  ? 

Answer.  The  Union  League,  so  called,  completely  controlled  it. 

These  statements  are  coulirined  by  every  witness  examined  on  this 
point ;  not  a  sinjjle  Avitness  contradicts  it  in  any  particular.  Governor 
Holden  in  his  last  message  to  the  legislature,  page  4,  says  the  debt  of 
the  State  is  $30,000,000,  and  adds  that  the  people  icill  not  and  cannot  pay 
it.  This,  then,  is  the  admitted,  undeniable  condition  of  the  State.  It  is 
utterly,  hopelessly  bankrupt!  Ituined,  plundered,  made  bankrupt  by 
the  governor  and  legislature  forced  upon  the  State  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress! Will  the  people  of  the  North  permit  this  whole  conjinunity  to 
be  thus  i)illaged  and  plundered  by  a  government  created  by  their  Eep- 
resentatives  in  Congress,  and  snstained  in  power  by  their  Army — the 
Army  of  the  United  States?  What  would  the  people  of  any  Northern 
State  do  luidcr  like  circumstances?  What  would  any  brave  i)eople  do 
who  were  thus  despoiled — desi)oiled  of  their  political  rights  by  stran- 
gers and  the  most  degraded  class  of  their  own  citizens,  and  then  plun- 
dered of  their  individual  ])r()pcrty,  and  made  bankrupt  as  a  community! 

These  oppressive  and  humiliating  measures  imi)osed  by  Congress  upon 
a  van(piislu'd  and  unhappy  people,  followed  by  the  spoliation  described 
by  the  witnesses  whose  testimony  we  have  given,  have  without  doubt 
caused  l)itterness  of  feeling  and  led  to  outbreaks  and  outrages.  The  tes- 
timony ]>roves  this  most  conclusively,  and  we  condemn  and  denounce 
them  and  their  authors.  They  should  be  suppressed  and  punished  at 
once  and  severely  and  completely.  That  this  can  be  done,  and  might 
have  been  done  long  since  by  legal  process  and  through  the  courts  of 
hiw,  we  are  fully  satisfied.  The  evidence  taken  before  the  committee 
shows  that  there  never  has  been  a  case  of  forcible  resistance,  or  resist- 
ance of  any  kind,  to  any  civil  or  criminal  process  issued  by  any  court  in 
the  State.  Upon  this  statement  all  parties  unite,  and  not  a  single  wit- 
ness denies  the  tact. 

Judge  C.  R.  Thomas,  formerly  judge  of  the  superior  court  for  the 
third  judicial  district,  How  a  rei)ublican  membervof  Congress,  says, 
(p.  <JG:") 

Question.  Were  y6ur  writs  served? 

Ansicer.  Tliey  were  all  served  except  as  to  two  or  three  parties.  A  writ  was  never 
served  upon  one  of  the  i)arties  named  in  this  communication.  Ash  De  Vane,  and  also  iu 
regard  to  two  or  three  others. 

Question.  Why  was  tliat? 

Answer.  Tliey  slippcnl  out  of  the  way. 

Question.  They  evaded  the  process? 

Answer.  They  concealed  themselves  iu  the  woods,  and  went  from  one  county  to 
another. 
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Question.  Tbey  did  not  forcibly  resist  its  execution  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  known  an  instance  of  forcible  resistance. 

Thomas  Settle,  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  and  a  republican,  says, 
(p.  89:) 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  execution  of  process,  can  the  officers  of  the  law  make 
what  arrests  their  processes  require  without  resistance  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  had  no  resistance;  it  has  been  a  matter  that  they  have 
commented  on,  the  fact  that  they  could  be  arrested  anywhere. 

Question.  No  obstruction? 

Answer.  None  at  all ;  not  as  a  general  thing;  perhaps  there  have  been  some  instances. 

Question.  Are  you  aware,  yourself,  of  any  molestation  of  officei-s  of  the  United  States 
or  of  the  State  in  serving  process  ? 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  Would  you  state  it  as  a  fact  that  it  is  perfectly  practicable  for  the  United 
States  civil  officers  to  serve  process  and  arrest  a  prisoner  all  over  the  State? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  should  say  not  in  certain  portions  of  it;  not,  however,  with  regard 
to  these  matters  so  much  as  revenue  matters.  I  have  heard  of  resistance  and  danger 
to  United  States  officers,  growing  out  of  the  revenue. 

Question.  Was  that  in  respect  to  the  collection  of  the  tax  on  spirits  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  there  is  some  danger  in  that,  and  I  imagine  there  is. 

Question.  You  mean  in  regard  to  the  seizure  of  illicit  stills  '! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  v/ith  some  officers  traveling  in  certain  districts. 

Question.  With  these  exceptions,  do  you  know  that  it  is  perfectly  practicable  to  serve 
processes  throughout  the  State  by  an  unarmed  official  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  serving  process. 

Lewis  Haines,  editor  of  the  "  Old  jSTorth  State,"  an  unflinching 
Union  man,  says,  (pp.  02,  03,  0-4 :) 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  public  sentiment,  derived  from  your  position 
as  the  editor  of  a  newspaper,  do  you  believe  that,  in  those  couuties  where  this  organi- 
zation exists  and  peipetrates  these  wrongs,  justice  can  be  secured  in  the  courts  of  those 
counties  against  the  perpetrators  of  those  wrongs? 

Answer.  From  the  nature  of  the  organization  it  would  seem  not.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  any  civil  process  could  have  been  executed  at  anytime  without  any  difficulty; 
that  there  never  Avas  any  necessity  for  a  military  force  to  aid  in  its  execution.  But 
the  obligations  of  the  organization,  so  far  as  I  know  anything  about  them,  which  is 
only  from  the  testimony  of  which  I  have  spoken,  would  go  to  show  that  jurors,  &c., 
would  combine  to  protect  them.  Those  men  who  were  bound  over  to  appear  at  the 
court  in  Alamance  were  never  ]mnished  at  all ;  but  I  think  the  fault  of  that  was  in  the 
remissness  of  the  governor  of  the  State.  The  testimony  in  those  cases,  to  my  mind, 
seemed  to  be  perfectly  clear.  The  testimony  was  put  on  record,  as  in  all  such  judicial 
proceedings,  the  parties  were  bound  over,  and  the  witnesses  were  recognized  to  appear  ; 
but,  as  I  have  been  informed,  the  solicitor  did  not  send  in  any  bill  when  the  court 
came  to  meet. 

Question.  To  what  court  do  you  refer? 

Answer.  The  court  of  Alamance  County. 

Question.  Did  I  correctly  understand  you  as  saying  that  if  the  civil  authorities  in 
Alamance  and  Caswell  had  been  diligent  in  the  prosecution  of  their  duty,  there  would 
have  been  no  necessity  for  the  presence  of  a  military  force  to  put  down  the  disorders 
there  ? 

Answer.  What  I  said  was  this :  that  there  had  been  no  time  when  those  parties  could 
not  have  been  arrested  by  the  sheritiand  his  deputies,  on  a  civil  process  ;  whether  the 
juries  would  have  combined  to  protect  them  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  That  fact  was  not  tested  in  consequence  of  the  remissness  of  those  whose 
duty  i  t  was  to  prosecute  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  mean  ;  that  the  solicitor  did  not  send  bills  to  the  grand  jury. 
And  that  I  attribute  to  the  remissness  of  the  governor  in  not  sending  one  of  the  coun- 
sel tliat  he  had  employed  in  prosecuting  the  cases  before  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court. 

W.  P.  Bynam,  solicitor  of  the  ninth  judicial  district,  and  a  republi- 
can, (p.  57,)  says:' 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  your  district  in  the  service  or  execution  of  civil 
process  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not — not  the  slightest. 
Question.  No  resistance  to  the  officers  ? 
Answer.  None  whatever;  in  no  instance  has  there  been  resistance. 
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IIou.  Bartholomew  F.  Moore  says,  (p.  200:) 

Question.  Assnmiug  tliat  this  theory  of  yours  is  correct — that  violence  has  grown  out 
of  the  facilities  aiforded  by  these  organizations — has  not  a  state  of  violence  been 
reached  in  many  counties  in  your  State,  through  these  outrages,  as  to  have  rendered 
the  civil  law  powerless  to  punish  the  offenders  ? 

Ansurr.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  state  of  affairs  existing  in  Alamance  and 
Orange  Counties  in  1869  and  1870  ? 

Answer.  I  am  acquainted  through  the  examinations,  for  I  was  one  of  the  counsel  in 
the  habeas  corpus  cases.  I  am  acquainted  with  the  account  which  has  been  given 
through  the  papers.  I  have  never  heard  of  an  instance  where  there  has  been  any  re- 
sistance at  all  to  the  arrest  of  any  man  against  whom  a  precept  issued,  whether  that 
precept  was  taken  by  a  white  or  Ijlack  man. 

Question.  After  the  process  has  been  executed  and  the  alleged  criminal  arrested,  have 
you  known  any  instance  in  Avhich  the  offenders  charged  with  what  are  known  as  Ku- 
klux  outrages  have  been  convicted  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir.  I  cannot  call  jiarticnlar  cases  to  recollection.  I  think  there  have 
been  many  convictions,  and  there  have  been  many  unjust  acqnittals. 

Judge  Brooks,  United  States  district  judge,  says  on  this  subject,  (p. 

278:) 

Question.  Since  you  have  held  that  office,  and  up  to  this  time — or,  as  I  do  not  care  to 
go  back  to  the  earlier  part  of  your  service  as  United  States  district  judge,  within  the 
la.st  two  years  I  will  say — have  you  known  of  any  obstruction  to  the  peaceful  execu- 
tion of  the  ])roces8  of  your  court  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever,  unless  this  can  be  called  an  obstruction  ;  and  in  one  sense  I 
suppose  it  is  an  obstruction.  The  eufcn-cement  of  the  internal  revenu<' laws  there  is 
exceedingly  obnoxious  to  a  very  large  class  of  our  people  ;  I  reckon  about  as  obnox- 
ious as  almost  any  law  that  has  been  enacted. 

Question.  Relating  to  taxes  upon  what  articles? 

Answer.  To  the  taxes  upon  whisky  and  tobacco.  In  two  instances,  after  parties  have 
been  convicted  in  the  courts  and  sentcnci^d,  they  have  been  released  from  jail  by  force. 
Those  are  the  only  cases  of  ol)struction  that  I  have  ever  met  with  in  the  execution  of 
any  law  that  has  to  be  executed  there. 

Question.  Wlieiv  were  those  jail.s? 

An.'iwer.  One  was  in  Chatham  County,  and  the  other  was  in  Burke  County. 

Question.  Were  they  commctn  structures — ordinary  county  jails? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  iJut  the  parties  did  not  break  liom  jail;  they  were  released  by 
force. 
.  Question.  By  their  friends  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so. 

Question.  Had  i)onties  anything  to  do  with  their  release  in  th.-^t  way? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  had.  In  Bmke  County  there  were  some  three  or  four  re- 
leased whom  I  had  recommended  for  pardon.  But  the  President  wa.s  very  slow  in 
acting  upon  their  cases,  and  their  friends  became  impatient  and  released  them.  Their 
otlenses  were  very  trivial,  and  I  liad  imi)osed  the  minimum  punishment  of  $1,000  fine 
and  six  months'  imprisonment  in  jail.  Tliey  were  offenses  against  the  revenue  laws 
for  distilling  without  a  license,  and  manufacturing  tobacco;  in  these  instances  it  was 
for  distilling. 

Question.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  having  process  served  and  parties  arrested  ? 

Answer.  Do  you  refer  to  process  issued  by  the  court  over  which  I  preside? 

Que.9tion.  Yes. 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  Tlien  would  you  state,  as  a  fact,  that  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  which  are  those  of  which  you  take  particular  cognizance,  is  unob- 
structed in  your  State  ? 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  the  two  instances  to  Avhich  I  have  alluded,  where  the 
parties  have  been  released  by  force,  as  I  have  stated,  I  do  not  know  of  any  place  in  the 
United  States  where  the  crinunal  law  has  been  more  faithfully  executed  than  in  North 
Carolina,  since  I  have  presided  over  a  court  there.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  more 
prejudice  or  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  conviction  in  a  fair  case  than  used  to  exist  in  the 
execution  in  the  State  courts  of  the  State  criminal  laws  before  the  war. 

Daniel  R.  Goodloe  says,  (p.  229:) 

Question.  What  was  your  otlice  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I'nited  States  marshal  for  the  district  of  Nortli  Carolina. 
Question.  How  long  were  you  connected  with  the  National  Era  ? 
Answer.  The  jjaper  was  started  by  Dr.  Bailey  in  1847,  and  ccmtinued  to  be  published 
till  some  time  in  the  spring  of  1860.    I  was  not  regularly  employed  on  it  till  the  latter 
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part  of  that  period.  I  was  a  frequent  coutributor  from  the  begiuuiiij^.  The  first  urnn- 
Lers  he  published  ooutaiued  a  loug  essay  of  mine. 

QuL>itioii.  That  -^us  quite  a  distiuguished  auti-slavery  paper  ? 

A)isiver.  It  was  so  considered — perhaps  the  foremost  one  in  America.  In  18.58  Dr. 
Bailey  employed  me  to  take  charge  of  the  paper  while  he  went  to  Europe.  He  died  on 
the  passage,  and  I  continued  to  conduct  the  paper. 

Qncstiou.  In  what  capacity  did  you  go  to  North  Carolina  after  the  war  ? 

Ansivcr.  As  marshal  of  the  State. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  act  as  marshal? 

Aiiswp):  I  was  appointed  in  September  or  October,  1865,  and  I  remained  there  till 
April,  1869,  when  I  was  displaced. 

Question.  Did  you,  while  there,  employ  deputies  in  diflerent  parts  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  many. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  in  the  execution  of  the  processes  of  your 
courts,  the  service  of  writs,  and  the  arrest  of  individuals,  where  that  was  required? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  was  ever  any  serious  difficulfj'  in  executing  process.  In 
one  instance  I  was  interfered  with  by  General  Sickles ;  I  reported  the  case  to  Wash- 
ington and  was  sustained,  and  he  was  recalled.  I  directed  my  deputy  not  to  yield, 
except  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

Question.  Difl  you  and  your  deputies  find  full  and  perfect  security  against  personal 
violence  in  that  State? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  but  one  exception,  and  that  was  where  an  old  deputy  was 
a  little  afraid  to  arrest  the  whisky  distillers  in  the  mountains  who  violated  the  laws, 
but  a  young  man  that  I  employed  did  execute  the  process. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  name  of  the  young  man  ? 

Ansicei:  It  was  Neer ;  I  forget  his  first  name ;  he  lives  in  Burke  County. 

Mv.  T.  F.  Lee.  radical  sheriff  of  Wake  County,  a  Massachusetts  man, 

(page  77.)  says .' 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Question.  You  siioke  of  serving  processes  through  the  county  ;  had  you  any  difficulty 
in  doing  so  ? 

Ansivcr.  None  whatever;  I  never  found  any  difficulty  at  all  in  my  county. 

Question.  Since  you  have  been  serving  there  as  sheriff,  have  the  courts  held  their 
regular  terms? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  always. 

Question.  Has  that  been  the  case  in  all  the  other  counties  of  which  you  have  spoken  ; 
the  counties  of  Orange,  Chatham,  Alamance,  Johnson,  Caswell,  &c.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  never  had  any  resistance  to  serving  your  processes  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  Neither  by  day  nor  by  night  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  I  liave  always  served  my  process  or  arrested  my  man  without  any 
difficulty  in  my  county. 

Question.  By  what  political  party  were  the  various  judges  throughout  your  State 
elected  or  appointed  to  office? 

Answer.  They  were  all  electinl  by  the  republican  party  in  1888. 

Question.  Are  their  terms  of  office  still  running  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sii". 

There  is  also  on  file  in  the  executive  department  at  Ealeigh  a  com- 
munication to  Governor  Holden,  dated  from  Asheville,  North  Carolina, 
June  27,  1870,  and  signed  by  H.  M.  Henry,  solicitor  eleventh  district, 
Virgil  S.  Lusk,  solicitor  twelfth  district,  J.  Sumner,  sheriff  of  Buncombe, 
A.  H.  Dorrell,  jr.,  editor,  and  others,  (most  of  whom  were  summoned  and 
testified  in  behalf  of  the  prosecution,)  from  which  the  following  pas- 
sages are  taken : 

Peace,  order,  and  quiet  prevail  everywhere.  The  civil  law  is  omnipotent  in  the  exe- 
cution of  its  decrees,  and  the  political  excitement  is  beginning  to  run  high,  and  public 
discussions  are  becoming  frequent.  We  have  no  apprehensions  that  any  disturbances 
will  be  occasioned  thereby.     We  can  beat  our  adversaries  in  a  plain  straight-out  fight. 

There  is  no  opposition  to  the  organization  of  the  militia,  and  will  be  none,  and  their 
aid,  we  think,  with  the  general  disposition  of  our  people  for  quiet  and  repose,  will  protect 
us  in  any  contingency  in  the  future. 

See  also  the  testimony  of  William  Turentine,  a  radical  deputy  sheriff 
and  constable,  at  p.  40. 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  statements  that  there  has  been  no  resist- 
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ance  to  the  execution  of  the  process  of  the  courts,  no  obstructions  to 
officers  in  the  exercise  of  their  functions.  The  report  of  the  majority 
seeks  to  evade  the  force  of  this  fiict,  thus  admitting  the  fact,  by  assert- 
ing that  the  Ku-KUix  organization  is  so  banded  together  as  to  defeat 
the  ends  of  justice  by  intimidating  witnesses,  packing  juries,  and  pro- 
curing witnesses  to  swear  falsely  in  favor  of  the  accused  if  he  belongs  to 
that  order.  The  reply  to  this  is  easy  and  complete.  The  statute  law 
of  the  State  gives  the  solicitor  and  the  judge  the  power  to  remove  causes 
from  any  locality  in  the  State  to  any  other  locality,  at  the  option  of  the 
prosecution.  Every  judge  and  every  solicitor  in  the  State  was  a  radical. 
There  were  localities  in  the  State  in  which  the  radicals  predominated 
overwhelmingly,  and  if  crime  was  committed  where  the  influence  of  the 
Ku-KUix  prevented  a  conviction,  it  was  only  necessary  for  the  solicitor 
to  make  a  motion,  and  the  judge  could  order  the  removal  of  the  cause 
from  county  to  county  until  a  satisfactory  result  was  reached.  (See  page 
42  of  President's  message  of  January  1 7, 1871,  where  sai<l  law  is  set  forth 
in  full.  See  also  testimony  of  i>.  F.  Moore,  ]).  213,  and  Judge  Thomas, 
p.  96 ;  Judge  Ivussell,  pp.  179  and  180 ;  John  Kerr,  i).  405 ;  J  ndge  Brooks, 
p.  270;  Moore,  ]).  212.) 

It  is  ])erlectly  evident  from  the  evidence  that  the  process  of  the  courts 
could  be  executed  without  military  foice,  that  no  resistance  was  oflered 
to  its  execution.  It  is  clear  also  that  tliecauses  could  have  been  removed 
from  any  place  to  some  county  in  which  a  fair  trial  might  havebeenbad. 
Why,  then,  did  the  governor  prefer  to  resort  to  the  extreme  nu'asure  of 
l)roclaiming  the  counties  of  Alamance  and  Caswell  in  insurrection  rather 
than  use  the  remedies  ready  to  his  hand  of  removing  the  causes  to  coun- 
ties in  which  convictions  might  have  been  obtained  t  Why  did  he  call 
on  the  President  for  troops,  set  on  foot  his  negro  militia,  led  by  ruffians 
imported  into  the  State  on  account  of  their  extraordinary  brutality,  and 
proceed  to  seize,  imjtrison,  insult  and  torture  his  prisoners?  There  is  but 
one  explanat  ion.  His  object  was  to  strike  terror  to  the  people  and  drive 
them  IVoin  the  polls,  and  thus  carry  the  elections  and  maintain  himself 
and  his  fellow  misereants  in  i)ower,  and  thus  l)e  enabled  to  continue  to 
l)lunder  and  tyrannize  over  the  unhappy  i)eople  who  had  been  subjected 
to  his  sway  by  the  direct  action  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
This  is  the  only  explanation  Mhich  can  be  given  for  con(bu;t  so  utterly 
unnecessary.  Who  ever  heard  before  of  the  proclamation  of  martial 
law  in  a  country  where  the  process  of  the  civil  courts  could  be  executed 
without  resistan(;e  ?  If  he  had  caused  the  law  to  be  executed  in  the 
ordinary  way,  through  the  courts,  the  clamor  which  had  arisen  against 
him  and  his  allies  for  i)illaging  the  State  and  giving  away  millions  of 
dollars  to  the  dt^sperate  adventurers  who  infested  the  State  like  vermin, 
would  have  conlinued,  and  carried  the  election  against  him.  I  le  therefore 
meditated  his  coKp  d\-tat^  his  grand  military  stroke  of  policy,  which  was 
to  strike  terror  to  the  hearts  of  the  poo[)le.  He  called  the  President  to 
bis  assistance,  and  he,  to  whom  he  already  looked  as  his  future  emperor, 
did  not  fail  him  in  his  hour  of  need,  but  dispatched  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  to  sustain  this  worthless  miscreant  and  conspirator  in 
power. 

Having  failed  in  his  ni^farious  ])urpose,  and  apprehensive  that  he 
might  be  dealt  with  ibr  his  crimes,  his  (irst  etibrt  is  to  propitiate  those 
whom  he  has  wronged  by  confessing  what  all  know  to  be  true,  that 
l^eace,  good  order,  and  quiet  are  supreme  in  the  State.  Ileie  is  his  con- 
fession, which  will  be  found  on  page  19  of  his  message  to  the  legislature, 
delivered  in  November,  1870: 
The  result  of  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  iu  pursuance  of  the  Constitu- 
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tion  and  the  laws,  has  been  in  the  highest  degree  fortunate  and  beneficial.  The  power 
of  the  State  government  to  protect,  maintain,  and  perpetuate  itself  has  been  tested  and 
demonstrated.  The  secret  organization  which  disturbed  the  peace  of  society,  which 
was  sapping  the  foundations  of  the  government,  setting  the  law  at  defiance,  and  inllict- 
ing  manifold  wrongs  on  a  large  portion  of  our  people,  has  been  exposeil  and  broken  up. 
Well-meaning,  honest  men,  who  had  been  decoyed  into  this  organization,  have  availed 
themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  escape  from  it,  and  will  henceforth  bear  their  testi- 
mony against  it  as  wholly  evil  in  its  principles  and  its  modes  of  operation.  A  score  or 
more  of  wicked  men  have  been  driven  from  the  State,  while  those  of  tlie  same  character 
who  remain  have  been  made  to  tremble  before  the  avenging  hand  of  power.  The  ma- 
jesty of  the  law  has  been  vindicated.  The  jioorand  the  humble  now  sleep  unmolested 
in  their  houses,  and  are  no  longer  scourged  or  murdered  on  account  of  their  political 
opinions.  Peace  and  good  order  have  been  restored  to  all  parts  of  the  State,  with  the 
exception  of  the  county  of  Robeson,  in  which  some  murderers  and  robbers  are  still  at 
large,  but  it  is  expected  they  will  speedily  be  arrested  and  brought  to  punishment.  In 
view  of  this  altered  and  gratifying  condition  of  things,  I  issued  another  proclamation 
on  the  10th  of  this  month,  revoking  former  proclamations  which  placed  Alamance  and 
Caswell  in  a  state  of  insurrection.  Allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  say  to  you,  in  the  language 
of  this  proclamation  of  the  10th  instant,  that  I  trust  that  peace  and  good  order  may 
continxie ;  that  partisan  rancor  and  bitterness  may  abate ;  that  our  people,  of  all  classes 
and  conditions,  may  cultivate  harmony  and  good  will  among  themselves;  and  that  the 
whole  people  of  the  State,  witliout  respect  to  party,  may  unite  fraternally  and  cordially 
to  build  u}}  North  Carolina,  and  to  elevate  her  to  the  proud  eminence  which  she  once 
occupied  as  a  member  of  the  American  Union. 

This  confession  is  confirmed  by  the  statement  of  Judge  Battle,  (p. 
175:) 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  two  classes  of  outrages,  one  directed  against  property 
and  the  other  of  a  retaliatory  character,  directed  against  the  persons  who  were  supposed 
to  commit  them — these  whippings,  &c. ;  do  you  believe  there  is  now  through  your 
State  a  popular  disposition,  accompanied  by  a  legal  efficiency,  to  punish  such  olfe.n8e3 
on  either  side  by  law  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  all  the  people  of  North  Carolina  are  now  so  disposed,  and  I 
believe  a  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  legislature  for  the  purj)ose  of  making  higWy 
penal  the  holding  of  all  these  secret  political  organizations. 

Question.  In  the  present  legislature  "? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  punish  and  arrest  such  a  course  of  things  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  such  laws  can  be  efficiently  executed  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  they  can. 

Question.  With  the  sentiment  of  the  people  in  their  favor? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir,  of  all  parties. 

W.  H.  N.  Hunter,  sheriff  of  Lenoir  County,  and  a  radical,  says,  (p. 
398:) 

Question.  How  about  the  peace  and  order  of  your  community  ;  are  the  peoxile  down 
there  pretty  quiet  and  civil  toward  each  other  ? 

A7iswer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  are  tolerably  quiet  now. 

Question.  Peaceable  and  good  neighbors "? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  political  excitement  there. 

Question.  Is  there  security  for  person  and  property  in  your  midst,  in  your  commuiiity  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say  that  there  was  not ;  I  think  there  is,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  anything  to  the  contrary  '? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Question.  Does  that  extend  to  people  of  all  classes  and  of  both  races  ?  Do  all  have 
their  rights  before  the  law  ?    Is  that  your  imi^ression  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Judge  Brooks,  United  States  district  judge,  gives  this  emphatic  tes- 
timony, (p.  278 :) 

Question.  Do  you  read  any  of  the  papers  i^ublished  in  the  northern  cities — in  Now 
York  and  elsewhere  ? 

Answer.  I  do;  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  a  regular  reader  of  them. 

Question.  You  keep  3'onrself  generally  informed  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the 
country  at  large,  as  stated  in  those  and  other  j)apers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  your  opinion  is  there  equal  security  of  person  and  property  under  the 
law  in  North  Carolina  that  there  is  in  the  other  States  of  the  Union  that  lie  north  of 
your  State  ? 

S.  Eep.  1,  pt.  2 3 
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Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  it  is  otherwise  now.  There  has  been  a  time  when  I  think 
it  was  otherwise. 

Question.  Just  succeeding  the  war? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  at  the  x>eriod  I  alluded  to  just  now— last  winter  and  spring  a  year 
ago,  and  the  fall  preceding. 

Question.  Do  you  confine  that  statement  to  the  counties  you  hare  named  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Well,  excepting  those  counties,  and  the  period  of  time  you  have  mentioned, 
do  yon  think  there  has  been  equal  security  of  person  and  property  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  that  there  has  been  in  any  other  State  in  the  country  ? 

AnsH-er.  That  is  my  opinion  ;  with  the  exception  of  those  localities  and  the  period  I 
mentioned.  I  live  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  State ;  and  in  the  section  of  the 
State  where  I  live,  and  for  a  hundred  or  two  hundred  miles  around  me,  we  have  never 
eaperienced  any  diiiiculty  there ;  within  the  last  eighteen  months  there  have  been  a 
great  number  of  Pennsylvaniaus  who  have  purchased  property  and  settled  there.  I 
have  never  observed  any  feeling  whatever  against  them  ;  they  are  well  received,  and 
I  think  they  feel  as  secure  in  their  persons  and  property  as  I  do,  or  as  do  any  other  cit- 
izens of  our  State. 

E.  M.  Holt,  an  old  gentleman  of  the  highest  character,  says,  (p.  271 :) 

By  Mr.  Bayard  : 

Qitestion.  I  will  ask  you  whether  the  condition  as  to  general  peace  and  good  order  in 
the  county  where  you  reside  is  not  now  equal  to  that  of  any  other  time  which  you 
recollect  ? 

Ansxcer.  I  am  sixty-four  years  old,  gentlemen,  and  I  assert  most  positively  that  tho 
peace  and  quietness  of  the  oounty  is  as  good  now  as  it  ever  has  been  during  my  whole 
recollection. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  people,  without  regard  to  their  political  views  or 
their  color,  can  obtain  justice  for  themselves  in  your  courts  and  be  protected  in  their 
rights  ? 

Ansiccr.  Thej'  can. 

Question.  You  have  no  doubt  about  that  ? 

Ansica'.  None  at  all. 

The  follo\Ying  letter  from  Captain  Smith,  (p.  27  of  the  President's 
message  January  17,  1870 :) 

Headquarters  Station  of  Ruffix, 

Euffin,  August  8,  1870. 

Sir:  I  have  tho  honor  to  report,  for  tho  inform.ition  of  the  post  commander,  that 
since  my  arrival  here  on  the 'Jiltli  ultimo,  whi-n  I  found  an  exciting  political  contest 
going  oil  among  the  citizens  of  the  vicinity,  which  was  prosecuted  with  vigor  by  both 
parties  until  election  day,  thi^  4th  instant, 'ho<  a  single  case  of  riot  or  disturbance  has  been 
brought  to  my  notice  up  to  this  time. 

I  am  infoniied  by  all  persons  with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  the  subject,  that  no 
political  (■anii)aign  here  has  ever  been  conducted  with  more  order  than  that  so  recently 
concluded.  The  disposition  to  assist  and  submit  to  the  civil  authorities  seems  general. 
How  far  the  presence  of  troops  contributes  to  this  feeling  1  am  unable  to  say;  but  tho 
jjrcscnt  sheriff  of  the  county,  a  repulilican,  informs  me  that  he  has  always  been  able  to  make 
arrests  and  exercise  all  tlie  functions  of  his  olUce  without  let  or  hiuderance. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  G.  SMITH, 
Cajytain  Fourth  Artillery,  Commanding. 
First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Powell, 

Adjutant,  Post  of  Ilaleigh,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 

Dr.  Smith,  who  founded  the  school  for  colored  teachers,  says  of  them, 
(p.  220:) 

Question.  Do  they  talk  to  you  freely  about  tho  condition  of  their  race  and  their  pros- 
pects in  the  State? 

Answer.  They  talk  as  freely  as  pupils  generally  do. 

Question.  You  are  upon  friendly  terms  with  them  ? 

Answer.  O,  of  course,  I  could  not  bo  engaged  in  tho  work  if  I  had  not  at  heart  tho 
desire  to  elevate  them. 

Q'lcstion.  Among  these  people  is  there  a  sense  of  security  as  to  their  person  and  prop- 
erty and  political  rights  in  the  State? 

Answer  \  know  of  nothing  among  them  evincing  that  they  do  not  feel  perfectly 
secure.  1  think  some  of  them  may  have  the  idea  that  political  rights  are  not  secure 
from  what  they  hear  or  read  in  the  papers,  because  it  is  charged  that  tho  purpose  of 
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the  present  administration  in  North  Cai'alina  is  to  take  away  the  rights  of  the  coloxefl 
people,  and  ignorant  peoi)le,  those  ^Yho  are  not  thoroughly  intelligent,  may  be  disturljed 
by  STich  things. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  testimony  containetl  in  the  reports  of  the 
United  States  military  otScers  sent  into  North  Carolina  by  the  Presi- 
dent, upon  the  application  of  Governor  Holden,  are  unaLiimousiy  in 
contradiction  of  the  existence  of  any  "  organized  bodies  of  disloyal  and 
evil-disposed  persons  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  which  have  ia 
view  or  threaten  resistance  to  the  action  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  denial  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  equal  protection  of 
the  laws,"  &c. 

At  page  19  of  the  President's  message  of  January  17,  1871,  Brevet 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Frank,  United  States  Armv,  reports,  October  2, 
1870: 

Therefore  there  has  never  been,  in  my  opinion,  much  ground  for  apprehending  an  open 
opposition  to  Federal  authority. 

Major  Stewart,  Fourth  Artillery,  United  States  Army,  December  28, 
1870,  at  Fort  Macon  : 

Since  I  have  been  in  command  of  this  post,  this  portion  of  the  State  has  been  quiet 
and  undisturbed,  nor  can  I  learn  that  there  arc  any  organizations  of  the  kind  referred 
to  in  this  vicinity. 

Captain  Evan  Thomas,  Fourth  Artillery,  commanding  post  of  Lum- 
berton,  North  Carolina,  December  30,  1870,  reports,  (p.  20  :) 

The  cause  of  the  trouble  in  this  county  is  in  no  way  i>olitical.  A  band  of  outlaws, 
sis  in  number,  have  been  for  the  jieriod  of  four  years  hiding  in  the  numerous  swamps 
that  traverse  this  county  in  every  direction,  and  robbiT:g  and  nmrdering  the  citizens. 
They  have  committed  since  the  spring  of  18(58  four  murders  in  this  county,  and  about 
as  many  more  in  the  adjacent  connties.  These  nuirders  were  coiumitted  partly  to 
obtain  plunder  and  partly  because  the  men  niurdered  tried  to  have  these  outlav/s 
caught  and  brought  to  justice.  Robbery  has  been  frequent  here  for  years  back,  but 
notuntil  after  the  close  of  the  rebellion  was  any  band  formed  for  that  purpose.  Every 
one  of  this  band  have  indictments  against  them  for  nuirder.  The  civil  authority  is 
powerless  to  do  anything  toward  their  capture.  They  arc  mulattocs,  and  have  almost 
as  many  friends  as  enemies.  They  have  friends  partly  from  fe.ar  of  them,  and  friends 
who  are  suspected  of  helping  them  in  their  acts.  The  part  of  this  county  they  mostly 
frequent  is  a  settlement  of  about  twenty-tivo  squai-o  miles,  called  ScufHeton,  which  m 
mostly  inhabiicd  l)ij  mnlattoes,  who  always  give  these  outlaws  iuformation  of  any 
ex[)edition  against  them,  and  resist  the  civil  law  themselves.  Taxes  cannot  be  col- 
lected from  nor  warrants  served  on  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  settlement.  Sheriti  s' 
posses  have  been  resisted  successfully,  and  most  of  the  citizens  of  this  and  other  coun- 
ties are  afraid  to  travel  through  the  settement  alone,  even  in  daylight. 

Captain  Frank  G.  Smith,  Fourth  Artillerv,  commanding  at  Ealeigk, 
December  30,  1870 : 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  except  through  the  newspaper  press,  common  rumor, 
and  published  official  documents,  emanating  from  the  civil  authorities,  nothing  perti- 
nent to  the  subject  of  inquiry  has  come  to  my  knowledge. 

But  one  application  for  military  aid  has  been  made  by  the  civil  authorities  since  I 
succeeded  Captain  Frank  in  command  of  the  post  at  Raleigh,  and  this  I  understood  was 
caused  by  a  band  of  outlaws  in  Robeson  County,  whose  actions  had  no  political  siguifi- 
cance  whatever. 

Captain  John  Mendenhall,  Fourth  Artillery,  commanding  post  Fort 
Johnson,  December  31,  1870.  (p.  22:) 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  there  is  no  organized  body  of  disloyal  or  evil-disposed  men 
in  this  immediate  section  of  the  State.  In  this  county,  Brunswick,  and  New  Ilunovcr, 
the  people,  so  far  as  I  know,  are  good,  peaceable,  law-abiding  citizens.  *  *  »  *  j, 
do  not  know  of  any  other  organized  body  of  evil-disposed  citizens  in  this  State. 

Colonel  Henry  J.  Hunt,  Fifth  Artillery,  January  2,  1871 : 

I  found  political  feeling  running  very  high,  and.  great  excitement  existctl,  growin-'g 
out  of  the  proclamation  of  the  governor,  declaring  certain  counties  in  a  state  of  insur- 
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rection  ;  the  arrest  and  confinement  of  many  of  the  citizens  by  the  State  trooiw  ;  the 
refusal  of  the  State  authorities  to  obey  the  writs  of  habeas  corpus  issued  by  the  chief 
justice  of  the  State  in  their  behalf,  and  the  failui'o  of  the  latter  to  enforce  liis  Avrita, 
because  it  would  lead,  as  was  allof^ed,  to  civil  war. 

The  excitement  was  intensified  by  the  asserted  intention  to  try  the  prisoners  by  mili- 
tary courts,  composed  of  otHcers  of  the  State  troops,  (one  regiment  of  whites  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Kirk,  serving  mostly  in  the  insurrectionary  district,  and  one  of 
colored  troops,  Colonel  Clark,  headipiarters  at  Raleigh.)  There  was  much  apprehen- 
sion that  such  trials,  if  had,  would  lead  to  military  executions.  A  copy  of  my  report 
en  the  subject,  marked  "A,"  is  appended. 

The  prisoners  held  by  Colonel  Kirk,  or  under  his  orders,  claimed  that  they  were 
deprived  of  their  rights  and  liberties  as  United  States  citizens,  and  applied  to  Judge 
Brooks,  of  the  United  States  district  court,  for  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  which  were 
granted,  and  all,  or  nearly  all  of  those  brouglit  before  him,  discharged  from  custody. 

Soon  after,  the  United  States  marshal  in  Kaleigh,  Mr.  Carrow,  made  application  to 
Captain  Frank,  Eiglith  Infantry,  commanding  the  post,  for  militaiy  aid  in  serving  pro- 
cess issued  btj  Cliicf  Justice  Chase,  United  Stales  Supreme  Com?-/,  against  Kirk;  two  or 
three  urgent  applications  were  made  in  rapid  succession,  the  marshal  stating  that 
Kirk  was  surrounded  l)y  armed  men,  from  whom  he  apprcilieuded  resistance ;  that  ho 
had  no  armed  force,  nor  could  ho  procure  one  capable  of  overpowering  flio  force  at 
Colonel  Kirk's  command,  and  that  it  would  be  useless  for  him  to  attempt  to  servo  his 
process  without  the  aid  of  United  States  troops. 

I  was  with  Captain  Frank  when  these  applications  were  received,  and  went  with 
him  at  once  to  see  the  marshal,  who  stated  that  he  liad  a  number  of  writs  against  Kirk, 
wlio  evaded  him,  and  that  force  would  be  recjuired  to  insure  their  service. 

I  then  suggested  to  I\lr.  Carrow  that  he  should  see  the  governor,  who  could  suspend 
Kirk  from  liis  functions,  and,  if  necessary,  direct  the  next  in  command  to  arrest  and 
turn  him  over;  that  if  this  application  failed,  or  Kirk  should  attemi)t  to  resist  him,  to 
call  upon  me. 

I  heard  no  more  on  the  subject,  nor  do  I  believe,  although  I  had  many  complaints  of 
their  lawless  violence  toward  citizens,  and  even  toward  United  States  soldiers,  and  had 
application  for  jtrotection  against  tlieni,  that  tlie  State  troops  intended  or  would  have 
ventured  to  olicr  any  resistance  to  the  United  States  authority,  civil  or  military,  nor  do 
I  believe  that,  in  this  sense,  there  were  any  organized  bodies  of  disloyal  and  evil-dis- 
posed persons  in  the  State. 

III.  As  to  "  mur<lers  and  outrages  committed  by  disloyal  organizations  for  political 
purposes,"  I  supjuKse  that  those  alleged  to  have  been  conunitted  by  tiie  so-called  Ku- 
Khix  are  referred  to.  I  heard  of  none  such  as  hai)pening  while  I  v.as  in  the  State, 
to  which  any  importance  co'uid  be  attached.  Of  those  which  occurred  pri;viously  to  my 
assuming  conunand,  that  which  created  flic  most  excitement  was  tlie  murder  of  Mr. 
Stevens,  a  State  senator,  some  time  in  May,  I  think.  This  was  looked  upon  by  the 
members  of  his  party  as  undoubtedly  a  political  nnirder,  perpetrated  by  the  Ku-Klux. 

Tlie  party  charged  with  this  murder  was  arrested  by  Colonel  Kirk,  brought  before 
the  State  judges  on  a  bench-warrant,  and  bound  over  to  a])pear  when  reijiMred.  As  the 
chief  justice  did  vie  tlie  honor  to  ineilc  me  to  iuLc  a  seat  on  the  bench,  I  heard  all  the  evidence, 
which  was  ptiblished,  and  can,  1  suppose,  be  i)roeur(!d.  That  against  the  accused  was 
vcr}i  slight,  and  there  leas  vo  eridcnce  ichatcrcr  to  show  that  the  murder  irns  the  work  of  any 
political  organization,  or  that  the  accused  belonged  to  any  such  organization.  Evidence  of 
the  existence  of  such  organizations  in  both  political  parties  was  produced;  nearly  all 
the  cases  iufpiired  into  ])r()ve(l,  however,  that  other  than  political  j)urposes  wero 
etfected  tluongh  the  facilities  atfonlcd  by  these  organizations,  whose  machinery  was 
used  to  jjunish  thelt,  burglaries,  insults  to  women,  and  other  oll'enses  in  no  way  con- 
r.ected  witli  politics.  In  line,  their  prineij)al  business  seemed  to  bo  to  do  tho  work 
usually  ])erformed  by  "regulators"  and  "vigilance  connnittees." 

Tliese  crimes  were  bad  enough  in  themselves,  but  iu  tho  bitterness  of  ]iarty  feeling 
they  were  greatly  exaggerated  and  misrepresented,  and  attributed  to  the  political 
piirtics  an  such. 

To  what  extent  murders  and  outrages  wero  committed  for  political  purposes  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  state,  tor  when  the  legislature  passL'd  laws  to  punish  the  mcnb  -ra 
of  secret  organizations,  they  were,  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  wholly,  dissolved,  and  this 
was  before  1  assumed  conunand  of  tho  disti'ict. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

IMajor  Cicorge  15.  liodney,  Fourth  Artillery,  commanding  at  Yauccy- 
villp,"  July  oO,  1870,  at  page  120: 

There  is  no  possible  cliance  of  there  being  a  collision  between  the  State  troo]is  and 
citizens.  Colonel  Kirk,  who  is  in  conunancl  of  the  militia,  appears  to  fear  an  attack, 
and  has  made  great  preparations  for  defense  by  bavricading  the  court-house,  doubling 
liis  guard,  and  posting  a  strong  force  of  pickets,  and  his  whole  cause  for  alarm  is  somo 
toulisli  reports  given  by  negroes.      *      *      *      *      I  do  not  hesitate  to  assure  you  that 
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fhere  is  no  fear  of  disturbance  between  tlic  citizens  and  military  nnless  Kirlc  provokes 
them  to  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  lie  has  been  endeavoring  to  do  so  ever  since  he  has  been 
here.  *  *  ^  *  In  regard  to  the  Kn-Klnxism,  I  know  very  little,  save  that  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find  any  one,  black  or  white,  who  has  ever  seen  one,  but  only  heard 
of  them.  Colonel  Kirk'  tells  mo  he  has  plenty  of  evidence  to  trace  outrages  which 
have  been  committed  by  such  an  organization.  What  the  outrages  are,  or  when  they 
have  been  conuuitted,  is  a  mystery  to  me  as  yet. 

liuFFix,  North  Cakolixa,  Au-gust  14,  1870. 

LlECTEXAXT  :  The  condition  of  affiiirs  in  Yanceyville  is  beginning  to  bo  serious,  the 
North  Carolina  State  troops  imder  Colonel  Kirk  being  nothing  more  than  an  urnicd 
mob,  and  the  more  generally  exasperated  at  the  present  condition^  I  have  fears  of  an 
outbreak.  Colonel  Kirk  is  either  endeavoring  to  create  a  disturbance  between  the 
peoi)le,  or  my  men  and  his  own  troops,  in  order  to  justify  his  recent  conduct.  His  men 
roam  round  the  country  and  pillage  and  insult  the  people  with  impunity,  and  some 
threaten  to  attack  my  men.  Last  night  one  of  my  men,  without  previous  pi'ovocation, 
was  struck  with  a  stone  by  one  of  the  militia ;  and  since  my  company  has  been  reduced, 
both  ofiicers  and  men  have  been  subjected  to  insults,  and  now  the  feeling  is  so  strdug 
that,  in  my  opinion,  nothing'  but  a  strong  force  of  United  States  troops  will  preserve 
the  peace. 

The  militia  threaten  to  burn  the  town  of  Yanceyville  when  they  leave,  and  imless 
there  is  a  strong  force  of  United  States  trooxJS  there  when  they  are  disbanded,  nothing 
wiU  prevent  them. 

Ealeigh,  N.  C,  Scplmher  11,  1870. 

Sir:  The  tindersigned,  a  deputation  from  the  colored  people  of  Newberry,  South 
Carolina,  to  visit  North  Carolina  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsity  of  certain  rumors  in 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  colored  people  since  the  August  election,  have  learned  that 
you  have  been  here  some  weeks  in  your  official  capacity,  and  relying  entirely  upon  the 
correctness  of  your  observations  and  impressions,  beg  resxiectfully,  that  you  will  reply 
to  the  following  inquiries  : 

1st.  Is  it  true  or  false  that  since  the  August  elections  in  this  State  the  colored  people 
are  compelled  to  carry  passes  about  with  them  in  order  to  secure  their  proctcctiou  ? 

2d.  Is  it  true  or  false  that  colored  people  are  now  whipped  at  the  whipping-post? 

3d.  Is  it  true  or  false  that  the  rights  of  the  colored  people,  as  secured  by  law,  are 
ignored  in  this  State  by  the  white  people. 

4tli.  Is  it  true  or  false  that  the  public  schools  are  closed  against  the  colored  people? 

5th.  Have  you  any  reason  to  fear  or  believe,  from  your  intercourse  with  the  people, 
that  the  whites,  or  the  conservatives  and  democrats,  have  any  purpose  or  design  to 
attempt  to  interfere  with  or  abridge  any  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  colored 
people  now  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws? 

A  plain  answer  will  much  oblige  your  obedient  servants, 

HOSEA  WYNN,  a  Democrat. 
CASEY  DAVIDS,  a  liepublicau. 

General  Hunt,  ji 

Commanding  United  IStates  Forces  in  North  Carolina. 

He^vcqu^uiters  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Rale'ujh,  September  11,  1870. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday's 
date  informing  me  that  you  have  been  dei)uted  by  the  colored  people  of  Newberry, 
South  Carolina,  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsity  of  certain  rumors  with  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  colored  people  in  this  State  since  the  election  in  August,  and  aski'.ig  mo 
to  reply  to  certain  questious  which  you  propose.     To  these  Ciuestions  I  reply  as  follows: 

Question  1st.  "Is  it  true  or  false  that  since  the  August  election  in  this  State  the 
colored  people  are  comx^elled  to  carry  passes  about  them  in  order  to  secure  their  pro- 
tection?" 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  a  colored  person  being  compelled  to  carry  such  pass, 
nor  do  I  believe  that  they  have  been  compelled  to  do  so. 

Question  2d.  "  Is  it  true  or  false  that  colored  people  are  now  whipped  at  the  whip- 
ping-post ?  " 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  of  such  a  case,  nor  do  I  believe  that  one  has  occurred. 

Question  3d.  "  Is  it  true  or  false  that  the  rights  of  the  colored  people,  as  secured  by 
law,  are  ignored  in  this  State  by  the  white  people  ?  " 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  it  is  not  true. 

Question  4th.  "  Is  it  true  or  false  that  the  jmblic  schools  are  closed  against  the 
colored  people?" 

Answer.  It  is  not  true.  Schools  are  not  established  over  the  whole  State,  but  they 
are  being  established  as  rapidly  as  practicable.    The  only  distinction  between  white 
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and  colored  people  is  that  tliere  are  separate  scliools  for  the  two  colors.  But  the  char- 
acter of  the  schools  is  the  same,  and  it  is  the  testiiuony  of  all  with  v.'hom  I  have  con- 
versed upon  the  subject  that  there  is  uo  disposition  to  deprive,  in  any  manner,  colored 
children  of  the  advantages  of  puldic  schools.  On  the  contrary,  the  desire  of  both  polit- 
ical parties  is  to  give  them  equal  advantages  with  v.hite  children. 

Question  5th.  ''  Have  you  any  reason  to  fear  or  believe,  from  your  intercourse  with  the 
people,  that  the  whites,  or  conservatives  and  democrats,  have  any  purpose  or  design  to 
attempt  to  interfere  with,  or  abridge  any  of  the  rights  of  the  colored  people  now  secured 
to  them  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws." 

Answer!  I  have  not.  From  my  intercourse  with  gentlemen  of  both  political  parties, 
I  have  been  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  it  is  both  the  desire  and  intention  to 
respect  the  rights  of  the  colored  peo])le,  and  to  give  tlicm  such  further  security  for 
their  rights  as  circumstances  may  show  to  be  necesstuy. 

I  will  add  that  I  came  to  this  State  but  a  few  (hiys  before  the  election  ;  that  imme- 
diately after  the  result  was  known,  uiunorous  colored  ])eople  applied  to  Army  ofBcers 
for  employment  which  would  enable  them  to  leave  the  country  with  the  troops,  as 
they  were  afraid  they  would  be  ill-treated,  and  perhaps  reduced  to  slavery  again.  I 
believe  this  fear  has  worn  olf,  and  those  who  were  alarmed  on  the  subject  now  feel  safe. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Major  General  U.  S.  A.,  Colonel  Fifth  ArtiUcry,  Commanding. 

This  concurrent  testimony  from  tbe  United  States  officers  ought 
alono  and  of  its  own  force  to  satisfy  the  Senate  and  the  country  how 
little  foundation  there  is  for  the  charge  of  organized  resistance  to  the 
TJuited  States  Government  or  its  laws  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina; 
and  how  the  President  of  the  United  States  coidd  have  considered  it 
as  tending  to  prove  the  existence  of  "  disloyalty"  in  North  Carolina  the 
undersigned  are  unable  to  conceive.  An  examination  of  the  depositions 
taken  before  the  committee,  and  their  comparison  with  the  documents 
appended  to  the  messages  of  the  President  on  these  subjects,  will 
exhibit  a  mere  repetition  of  the  same  fticts  by  the  same  witnesses,  thus 
making  each  case  of  outrage  do  frequent  service  in  the  way  of  exciting 
new  horroi"S  and  ju'ousing  additional  animosities. 

Again,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  diiferent  witnesses  recount  the  same 
cases  of  outrage,  with  such  variations  as  their  imagination  may  create. 
An  examination  of  this  mass  of  testimony  will  disclose  the  iact  that  no 
outrages  are  proven  to  have  occurred  in  more  than  six  or  eight  counties, 
all  of  which  are  named,  and  of  these  counties  Alamance  and  Caswell 
were  chieliy  alleged  to  be  the  scenes  of  such  lawlessness.  These  were 
t])C  counties  selected  by  Holden  as  the  peculiar  olfjects  of  his  vengeance, 
and  which  were  committed  to  the  mercies  of  Kirlc  and  Bergen.  And 
yet,  when  the  chief  sufferer,  whose  case  has  been  recited  by  almost  every 
witness  called  from  that  region,  (one  Caswell  Holt,  a  colored  man,  who 
was  most  cruelly  beaten  by  a  band  of  disguised  men  and  subsequently 
wounded  severely,)  was  brought  in  per.';on  before  the  committee  to 
recount  his  sufferings  (see  page  318  of  the  testimony)  his  personal 
knowledge  of  all  the  cases  in  that  county  was  limited  to  sir,  and  four 
of  these  outrages  had  been  committed  by  a  band  of  disguised  colored 
men,  whose  leader  confessed  it  to  Caswell.  The  number  of  these  out- 
rages, detestable  and  wieked  as  they  are,  is  nevertheless  grossly  and 
wildly  exaggerated ;  and  this  no  one  can  doubt,  who  will  examine  the 
testimony  and  who  has  had  any  knowledge  of  the  credulity  aud  inaccu- 
racy of  statement  characteristic  of  even  well-meaning  colored  people. 

North  Carolina  is  one  of  the  largest  States,  territoiially,  in  1  he  Union, 
and  is  divided  into  eighty-seven  counties  and  contains  nearly  one  and 
a  half  million  of  ])eople.  No  act  of  lawlessness  is  actually  proven  to 
have  been  connnitted,  excepting  in  one  or  the  other  of  six,  perhaps 
eight,  of  these  counties ;  and  yet  it  is  proposed  to  employ  violent  and 
stringent  measures  of  coercion  or  repression  to  the  remaining  nine- 
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tenths  of  a  State  against  which  no  breath  of  evidence  or  proof  of  law- 
lessness has  ever  been  adduced  ',  but  which,  on  the  contrary,  exhibits  a 
condition  of  quiet  almost  suggesting-  the  insensibility  of  despair. 

What  cause  can  be  alleged,  what  justification  to  the  American  people 
can  be  urged  for  this  renewed  and  ^yantou  invasion  of  a  peaceful  com- 
munity? The  statement  that  anarchy  there  exists  is  absurdly  untrue, 
and  the  testimony  now  laid  before  the  Senate  overwhelmingly  estab- 
lishes its  untruth. 

If  aggressive  laws  are  to  be  enacted,  let  all  disguise  be  cast  off  and 
the  true  reason  avowed.  It  will  not  be  less  violent  or  wrong,  but  it 
will  be  less  hypocritical  and  more  manly.  To  any  tair-minded  luaii  we 
confidently  commit  the  proofs  contained  in  the  testimony  now  presented 
by  the  committee,  and  aver  that  in  the  face  of  such  wrongs  as  have 
been  inflicted  upon  an  unfortunate  and  crushed  people  by  the  ruiers 
placed  over  them,  not  by  their  own  consent,  but  by  the  exercise  of  des- 
potic powers  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  no  example  of  equal 
submissiveness  and  patient  endurance  can  be  found  in  history  as  is  now 
presented  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

This  is  the  truth  in  a  nutshell :  that  Holden  and  his  official  support- 
ers have  failed  to  maintain  themselves  by  any  means,  foul  as  well  as- 
fair,  in  their  State.  They  have  appealed  to  popular  election,  and  have 
been  rejected  with  something  near  unanimity  by  every  tax-payer  in  the 
State;  and  now  Congress  is  asked  to  step  in  and  force  North  Carolina 
down  again  under  the  feet  of  her  radical  masters;  and  we  fear  that 
Congress  will  attempt  to  do  this  unwise  and  wicked  thing.  Will  the 
people  of  the  North  (free  as  yet)  see  this  thing  done  and  sustain  its 
promoters  ?  We  hope  not,  we  pray  not.  When  will  the  men  now  in 
I>ower  learn  the  truth  of  what  the  great  statesman  of  our  century  said 
so  wisely  and  well,  when  similar  attempts  were  made  to  govern  British 
India? 

It  is  the  nature  of  tyranny  and  rapacity  never  to  learn  moderation  from  the  ill  suc- 
cess of  first  oppressions.  On  the  contrary,  all  men  thinking  highly  of  the  methods 
dictated  by  their  nature  attribute  the  frustration  of  their  desires  to  the  want  of  suffi- 
cient rigor.  Then  they  redouble  the  efibrts  of  their  impotent  cruelty,  which  producing', 
as  they  must  produce,  new  disappointments,  they  grow  irritated  against  the  objects 
of  their  rapacity;  and  their  rage,  fury,  and  malice  (implacable  because  unprovoked) 
recruiting  and  reiinforcing  their  avarice,  their  vices  are  no  longer  human.  From  cruel 
men  they  are  transformed  into  savage  beasts,  with  no  other  vestiges  of  reason  left  but 
what  serves  to  furnish  the  inventions  and  refinements  of  ferocious  subtlety  for  pur- 
poses of  which  beasts  are  incapable  and  at  which  fiends  would  blush. 

FEANK  P.  BLAIR. 
T.  F.  BAYARD. 


EXHIBIT  A. 

Eej)ort  of  evidence  in  cases  of  State  vs.  JVilUam  Battle  and  others,  all  colored  men,  for  arson. 

Preliminarj'  trial  before  Justices  John  T.  Moffitt  and  B.  W.  Brown.  Parties  bound 
over  to  the  superior  court  of  law  for  trial,  and  tried  at  a  special  term  of  said  court  for 
the  county  of  Chatham,  State  of  North  Carolina,  begun  and  held  23d  day  of  January 
IHTl,  Hon.  A.  W.  Tourgec  presiding.  ' 

Verdict  of  jury:  Guilty. 

Sentence  of  court :  Luke  Olive,  20  years  in  penitentiary  ;  Hardy  Stewart,  20  years  in 
penitentiary ;  Wilson  Dewer,  12  years  in  penitentiary ;  William  Battle,  12  years  in 
penitentiary  j  Wyat  Bozlan,  7  yeais  in  penitentiary. 
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Cliatham  County,  justice's  court. 


J 


State 

vs. 

Merpjtt  Judd,  William  Battle,  and  others. 

Before  J.  T.  Moffitt,  justice  of  tlie  peace. 
The  State  of  North  Carolina  to  any  constable  orotherla-svfulofficer  of  Chatham  County, 

greeting : 

■\i\Tiereas  James  II.  Minis  hath  complained  on  oath  heforo  the  undersigned  justice  of 
the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  that  Merritt  Judd,  "William  Battle,  (ireen  Stewart, 
Hardy  Stewart,  and  .Joe  Dennis,  of  said  county,  did  on  or  ahout  the  0th  day  of  Decem- 
her,  1870,  in  the  nighl-time,  at  and  in  said  county,  did  unlawfully  and  willliilly  set  lire 
and  burn  the  liarn  and  contents,  it  being  the  ])roperty  of  eoiiiplainant  .Tames  II.  jSIinis, 
contrary  to  law  and  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  State.  You  are,  therefore, 
commanded  forthwith  to  arrest  the  said  Merritt  Jiuld,  William  Battle,  Green  Stewart, 
Hardy  Stewart,  and  Joe  Dennis,  and  have  them  before  me  the  undersigned,  or  some 
other  justice  of  tlie  peace  in  said  county,  to  answer  said  complaint  au<l  be  otherwise 
dealt  with  according  to  law.     Herein  fail  not,  anil  of  this  warrant  make  duo  return. 

Signed  and  sealed  this  IJth  day  of  December,  1870. 

J.  T.  MOFFITT, 

Justice  of  ilw  Peace. 

Chatham  County,  justice's  court. 

State  ) 

vs.  > 

Wilson  Dewer.  ) 

Before  .1.  T.  Moflitt,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  B.  W.  Brovni,  justice  of  the  peace. 

Hardy  Stewart,  witness  for  the  State,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  Wilson  Dewer 
sent  for  him  t(t  meet  him  at  I'iney  Hill  Church,  ni-ar  ^Ir.  Benton  llollins's,  on  Sunday 
the  4th  of  Decendxr,  1870,  the  fust  Sunday  in  December.  On  Monday  niglit  after- 
ward Mr.  J.  H.  Minis's  barn  was  burned;  myself,  Luke  Olive,  and  Alfred  Jones  went 
out  and  were  talking  about  burning  J.  II.  Miins's  barn  ;  Avere  there  talking  a  while ; 
Luke  Olive  said  he  hnd  to  leave,  and  for  me  to  see  Wilson  Dewer,  and  I  and  Wilson 
Dewer  was  tallying  about  bnrning  Mr.  Mims's  barn;  Wilson  Dewer  sai<l  it  must  bo 
done.  I  then  Inhl  liiin  when  we  were  going  to  burn  it,  and  wanted  as  many  as  wo 
could  get  ;  Wilson  said  he  livetl  sonn^  distance  off;  he  would  come  if  he  got  a  good 
chance,  he  did  not  care  anything  about  the  distance;  Wilson  Dewer  said  there  was 
other  men  tliat  belong  to  tlie  same  company  that  would  come  if  could  get  them  word; 
he  said  it  was  their  same  company  that  was  burning  barns  up  there;  lie  knew  some  of 
them  that  was  along  when  they  were  burnt.  Wilson  Dewer  belongs  to  the  company  ; 
he  is  cajitain  ;  I  am  a  member ;  Wilson  Dewer  was  i>resent  at, Jim  Howell's  when  I 
joined;  Wilson  Dewer  sent  for  me  and  .loe  Dennis  to  come  up  to  Brittain  Beckwith's; 
wlien  we  got  there  and  had  been  there  a  while,  AVil.son  Dewer  came  in  and  said  wo 
would  go  lip  to  Jim  Howell's  to  meet  the  other  crowd;  Wilson  Dewer  was  captain 
that  night ;  Jim  Howell  administered  the  oath  ;  Wilson  Dewer  told  us  if  anybody  was 
whipped  or  anything  dom;  to  them  to  let  him  kuow  it,  and  he  would  tell  us  what  we 
must  do,  who  we  must  burn,  «S^c. 

Cross-examined  by  defendant : 
Question.  Was  there  anything  said  between  mo  and  you  about  burning  Mr.  Mims's 
barn,  at  Plney  Hill  Church,  on  Sunday  before  his  barn  was  burned,  on  Monday  night? 
Atiswer.  Yes,  there  was  ;  me  and  you  were  talking  about  it. 
Question.  What  did  we  meet  at  Brittain  Beckwith's  house  for? 
Answer.  Wo  met  there  to  put  down  this  Ku-Kluxing. 

lURDY  +  STEWART. 

mark. 

Alfred  .Tones,  witness  for  the  State,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  in  conversation  at 
Piney  Hill  Church,  on  Sunday  before  J.  H.  Miins's  barn  was  burnt  on  Monday  night, 
myself,  Wilson  Dewer,  Hardy  Stewart,  and  Luke  Olive  were  talking.  Hardy  .said  that 
when  Mr.  IMinis's  said  for  the  Kn-Klux  to  ride,  they  would  ride;  .•uid  when  he  said  for 
them  not  to  ride,  they  would  not.  Wilson  Dewer  then  said  his  barn  ought  to  be 
Imrneil;  and  whatever  Wilson  Dewer  says,  it  has  to  be  done.  Wilson  Dewer  was 
standing  talking;  me  and  Liiko  Olive  went  where  they  were  talking  there  a  littlo 
while.  I  steppi'd  oir  and  left  Wilson  talking  with  Haniy  and  I.iike.  After  meeting 
broke,  Luke  01iv<-  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  come  ov(>r  to  Hardy  Stewart's  Monday 
uight  soon.    1  told  hiiu  I  would  not  come,  and  asked  him  why  he  wanted  me  to  come. 
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He  said  him  and  Hardy  was  going  to  bnrn  something  tliat  niglit.  We  have  a  company 
raised  for  the  purpose  of  burning  property  ;  I  know  Wilson  Dcwer  belongs  ;  I  joined  a 
night  or  two  after  Samuel  Clemens  was  whipped  last  spring.  I  went  up  to  Jim  How- 
ell's; he  asked  me  if  I  was  in  favor  of  my  country ;  Itoldhimyes.  He  weut  then  into  his 
kitchen  ;  after  we  went  in,  Wilson  Dewergave  me  a  book  to  swear  on.  Wilson  Dewcr 
was  called  cajitain.  Jim  Howell  administered  the  oath  to  me  ;  him  and  Wilson  Dewer 
then  swore  in  others  that  night.  Jim  Howell  was  president.  After  got  thronj;h  swear- 
ing all  in,  made  arrangements  to  bnrn  Mv.  Calvin  Branch's  barn  the  night  after.  Wil- 
son Dewer,  Stanly  Stephens,  Mack  Watson,  litmt  Clcmons,  Dick  Judd,  Jim  I'arkcr, 
Ned  Hunter,  Henry  Howell,  and  Neil  Prince  Avas  detailed  to  bnrn  the  Ijarn.  They  weie 
all  ordered  to  carry  their  guns  ;  ordered  by  Wilson  Dewer.  They  talked  about'burn- 
ing  other  barns  and  cotton-gins  that  night.  Wilson  Dewer  talked  more  Ihan  the  rest 
of  them,  for  he  was  captain.  Bent  Clemens  stuck  lire  to  Branch's  barn.  They  shot  at 
Mr.  Branch  that  night.  At  another  meeting,  at  Holly  Springs,  they  spoke  about  burn- 
ing Baldy  Booker's  barn  ;  also  Dr.  Buchanan's  and  W.  H.  Norris's." 

Cross-examined  by  defendant : 
Question.  Did  you  see  me,  Luke,  and  Hardy  talking  that  Sunday  ? 
AnsHcr.  I  did. 

Question.  Were  we  all  talking  together  ? 
Ansiccr.  You  were. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  me  say  that  Mr.  Mims's  barn  ought  to  be  burned  ? 
Ansiver.  I  did. 

Question.  How  do  yon  know  who  burnt  Mr.  Branch's  barn  ? 
Anstcer.  Because  1  was  present,  and  heard  the  company  made  up. 
Question.  You  say  I  hel^jed  swear  you  in? 
Answer.  You  did. 

hi  3 
ALF'D  +  JONES. 
mark. 
Taken  before  me  this  the  19th  day  of  December,  1870. 

J.  T.  MOFFITT,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Wilson  Dewer,  the  defendant,  being  brought  before  the  undersigned  justice,  charged 
according  to  the  annexed  wan-ant,  on  his  examinaiion  states  that  lie  did  not  have  any 
conversation  with  anybody  about  Mr.  Mims  on  Sunday  at  I'iuey  Hill — the  Sunday  be- 
fore J.  H.  Mims's  barn  was  burned — except  with  Hardy  Stewart ;  did  not  speak  to  Al- 
fred Jones  that  day ;  I  told  Hardy  Stewart  to  meet  me  at  Piney  Hill  Church  on  the 
first  Sunday  in  December,  1870  ;  I  am  a  member  of  a  club  to  meet  the  Ku-Klux  or  the 
Union  Club  ;  I  joined  last  spi'ing;  I  joined  at  Jim  Howell's;  he  called  all  of  us  together 
to  hear  Governor  W.  W.  Holden's  orders  ;  I  went  to  Jim  Howell's ;  I  got  there  ;  he  told 
me  to  hold  on  until  the  whole  crowd  comes  ;  he  had  called  in  all  hiacic  around  in  the 
neighborhood.  When  the  crowd  got  there,  he  got  out  the  orders  and  read  them.  The 
orders  was  for  us  all  to  join  together  in  a  clnb  called  the  Union  Club.  Alfred  Jones 
was  there,  Stanley  Stevens,  Ned  Hunter,  Dave  demons,  Sam  Cox,  Hardy  Stewart,  Sam 
Clemens,  Thomas  Clemens,  Harry  Judd,  Dick  Judd,  Jim  Barker,  Neal  Prince,  Llack 
Watson,  Elisha  Beckv.ith,  Jesse  Beckwith,  Daniel  Barker,  Jim  Howell  and  his  two 
boys,  Rufus  and  Henry.  They  were  talking  about  burning  Mr.  Calvin  Branch's  barn. 
We  met  there  a  night  afterwards,  and  the  orders  was  read  that  we  received  from  Gov- 
ernor Holden  ;  was  not  read  the  first  night.  We  were  sworn  in  the  lirst  ni;^lit  we  met, 
and  they  elected  me  captain.  When  the  orders  was  read,  I  told  them  I  would  resign, 
and  have  my  name  scratched  off.  The  order  was  for  us  to  attack  the  Ku-Klux.  and 
hum  out  all  we  Ihoufjht  nns  Ku-Klux.  Then  Jim  Howell  read  over  Jo.  Norris's  name,  at 
the  head  of  the  list,  and  some  (jther  white  man  ;  don't  recollect  what  his  name  was; 
do  not  know  who  was  along  when  Mr.  Branch's  barn  was  burnt.  Rufus  Howell,  Jlack 
W^atson,  Stanley  Stevens,  Luke  Olive,  Sam  Cox  burnt  Mr.  Jesse  Burt's  dwelling-lionse ; 
I  heard  Rufus  Howell  say  so.  He  said  he  talked  with  the  man  that  lived  on  his  i)lace 
the  time  while  Stanley  Stevens  was  firing  the  house  that  was  burnt.  If  any  man  told 
the  secret  about  this  company  they  were  to  he  killed  and  put  out  of  the  way,  and  no- 
bodj"  to  say  anything  about  it.  That  was  in  the  orders  from  Governor  Holden.  We 
were  to  give  signs  to  know  one  another  with  our  three  iingers,  by  touching  our  breast, 
elbow,  and  thumb.  There  was  five  words  also  given  us,  which  was,  Lincoln,  Liberty, 
Loyal,  Union,  League.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  them  was  the  words  that  was 
read  out  of  a  littl(!  blue-back  book.  Charles  Adkiiis  told  me  tliey  were  going  to  fire 
Thomas  Luther's  barn,  and  told  Jeff.  JMims  to  take  his  Avheat  out  if  he  had  any  in  it, 
as  it  was  going  to  be  the  next  barn  that  was  burned. 

his 
'S^T:LS0N  +  DEWER. 
mark. 
Taken  before  me  this  19th  day  of  December,  1870. 

J.  T.  UOYFITT,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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State  i 

vs.  > 

?r.ED  JOXES.    ) 


Alfred 

Alfred  Jones,  the  defendant,  being  bronght  before  the  nndcrsigned  justice,  diarged 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  annexed  warrant,  and  being  puton'his  examination,  sny.s 
that  he  was  at  a  meeting  at  Finey  Hill  Chnrch,  near  RhC  Benton  Rollius's  mill,  and  on 
that  day  myself,  Luke  Olive,  Wilson  Dewer,  and  Hardy  Stewart  had  a  conversation 
after  preaching,  about  burning  barns.  Hardy  Stewart  said  that  when  Mr.  J.  H.  Minis 
said  for  the  Ku-Klux  to  ride  they  would  ride  ;  when  he  said  for  them  not  to  ride,  they 
would  not  ride.  Wilson  Dewer  said  that  his  barn  ought  to  be  burned.  Hardy  Stewart 
said  Mr.  Gaston  Rollins  sold  nails  to  the  Ku-Klux.  Luke  Olive  said  yes,  tlie  iirst  thing 
Mr.  Rollins  knew  he  would  be  burnt  up.  Hardy  Stewart  said  Mr.  Jesse  Rollins  told 
him  he  had  better  sell  his  gun;  if  he  did  not  the  Ku-Klux  wouhl  get  it.  Luke  Olivo 
said  yes,  the  first  thing  he  knows  ho  will  get  burnt  up.  I  then  started  to  walk  ctf ; 
Luke  01  i  ve  asked  nie  if  I  could  not  conic  over  to  his  house  where  he  lived,  some  Monday 
night ;  I  told  him  no,  and  asked  him  why ;  he  .said  him  and  Hardy  Stewart  were  going 
to  burn  something  that  night;  I  then  started  ofthome.  I  know  tliere  is  a  comiiany,  a  secret 
crowd,  Ibrmed  and  raised  for  tlie  purpose  of  burning  and  destroying  property. "  I  joined 
tbat  company  last  spring;  I  think  in  the  month  of  April,  1H70  ;'l  went  to  Jim  Howell's 
to  join;  Wilson  Dewer,  Jim  Howell,  Sam  demons,  Dave  Clemons,  Jesse  Beckwith, 
Elisha  Beckwith,  Dick  Judd,  David  Barker,  Bent  Clemons.  Merrill  Beckwith,  Stanley 
Stevens,  Ma<;k  Watson,  Jim  Barker,  Ned  Hunter,  Henry  Beckwith,  and  Neil  Prince 
was  there;  Wilson  Dewer  was  captain  that  night.  Jim  Howell  was  vice-president; 
Sam  Clemons  was  orderly.  After  wo  went  into  Jim  Howell's  kitchen  Wilson  Dewer 
administered  an  oath  to  mo  and  then  told  me  what  I  must  do ;  they  told  me  that  if 
any  one  told  the  oath  outside  of  one  that  belong,  they  would  be  put  to  death.  We 
made  arrangements  that  night  to  burn  Mr.  Calvin  Branch's  barn  on  Saturday  night 
following.  Wilson  Dewer,  Mack  Watson,  Stanley  Stevens,  Bent  Clemons,  Jim  JBarker, 
Dick  Judil,  Neil  Prince,  Ned  Hunter,  and  Henry  Howell  was  detailed  that  night  to 
burn  Mr.  Branch's  barn.  The  order  was  for  them  all  to  carry  their  guns,  which  they 
did  do.  Bent  demons  stuck  lire  to  the  bnrn.  They  shot  at  Mr.  Branch  when  ho 
started  out  to  put  out  the  fire ;  also  tlie  same  night  made  arrangements  to  burn  Mr. 
Collins's  gin.  There  was  no  appointment  who  should  burn  Mr.  Collius's  gin,  but  said 
they  would  burn  it,  for  it  was  a  iilace  where  the  Kn-Klux  went  to.  Luke  Olive,  Stan- 
ley Stevens,  Mack  Watson,  Rufiis  Howell,  Sam  Cox  was  the  men  that  burnt  Jcsso 
Burt's  dwelling-house.  They  said  the  cause  of  burning  ]\Ir.  Burt's  dwelling  was,  he 
helped  whip  Sam  demons,  or  they  ihoufjht  so.  At  one  meeting  up  about  Jim  Howell's 
they  spoke  about  burning  Captain  W.  H.  Norris's  barn,  because  he  backed  up  the  Ku- 
Klux.  They  said  they  were  going  to  burn  Mr.  Baldy  Booker  out,  for  he  was  one  of  the 
head  men  of  the  Ku-Klux.  They— olhcers— was  generally  the  men  who  said  what 
burning  was  to  be  done.  They  also  said  they  must  burn  Doctor  Buchanan's  barn,  for 
lie  was  a  Ku-Ivlux.    I  kaow  of  a  good  many  that  belongs  to  the  organization. 

his 


Taken  before  mo  this  IDth  day  of  December,  1870. 


ALFRED  -f  JONES, 
mark. 

J.  T.  MOFFITT, 

Justice  of  Peace. 
B.  W.  BROWN, 

Justice  of  Peace. 

State 
t'». 
Merritt  Jupd. 

Tony  Minis,  witness  for  the  defendant,  being  duly  sv.'orn,  states  that  ho  went  to  Will 
Battle's  on  Monday  night  that  Mims's  barn  was  burnt.  We  got  there  about  hour  and 
a  half  in  the  night.  When  I  got  there,  Joe  Dennis  and  Hardy  Stewart  walked  up  about 
the  same  time.    Nobody  was  there  but  Will  Battle  and  his  two  children. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  MiMS  : 

Question.  Did  you  meet  any  person  when  you  were  going  from  Will  Battle's  house  to 
T.  B.  Rollius's  ? 

Answer.  I  did.  Met  Luke  Olivo  about  one  hundred  yards  from  Will  Battle's  house, 
■which  I  had  just  left. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  guu  fired  in  the  direction  of  Will  Battle's  that  night. 

Answer.  I  did. 

TONY  +  MIMS. 
mark. 
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Dred  Stewart,  Tvitcess  for  the  defendant  Judd,  beinf?  dnly  sworn,  states  tliat  MciTitt 
Judd  was  at  Benton  Eollins's  on  the  Monday  night  that  Mims's  barn  was  burned.  I 
went  to  the  house  before  daylight  down.  Merritt  Judd  was  not  there  then.  Came 
after  night,  about  one  hour  in  the  night.  I  think  I  went  off.  Left  Merritt  Judd  then;. 
When  I  got  back  he  was  there.  I  was  gone  from  Benton  Eollins's  house  about  one  and 
a  half  hours.  Went  to  Will  Battle's.  Went  there  after  a  bedstead.  As  I  left  \VilI 
Battle's  I  met  Luke  Olive  about  one  hundred  yards  from  his  house,  going  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Will  Battle's.  When  I  got  to  Will  Battle's  no  persons  were  there  but  his  family. 
After  I  got  there  Hardy  Stewart  and  Joe  Dennis  walked  up. 

Question  asked  by  Will  Battle  : 
Question.  Who  did  you  meet  as  you  went  off  from  my  house  ? 
Answer.  I  met  Luke  Olive  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the  house. 

his 
DEED  +  STEWART, 
mark. 

Cain  Gunter,  witness  for  the  defendant  Andrew  Davis,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that 
he  was  with  Andrew  Davis  the  night  Mr.  Mims's  barn  was  burnt.  Was  with  him  all 
night  long,  and  that  they  were  nowhere  near  Mr.  Mims's. 

Ms 
CAIN  +  GUNTER. 
mark. 

Taken,  before  me  the  17th  day  of  December,  1870. 

J.  T.  MOFFITT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  ) 

■vs.  > 

Mekritt  Judd.  ) 

Merritt  Judd,  one  of  the  defendants,  being  brought  before  the  undersigned  justices, 
charged  according  to  the  annexed  wari'ant,  and  being  put  on  his  examination,  says 
that  he  knew  nothing  about  the  burning  of  J.  H.  Mims's  barn  until  Tuesday  morning, 
at  Mr.  John  Avent's,  and  then  Benton  Cotton  told  him  about  Mr.  Mims's  barn  being 
burnt.  Says  he  staid  at  Mr.  Benton  Eollins's ;  got  there  about  6  o'clock.  As  I  went 
iu  I  met  Dred  Stewart  and  Tony  Mims  coming  out  at  the  gate.  They  told  me  to  go  ou 
to  the  house,  and  stay  there ;  they  would  be  back  after  av.hile.  They  Avere  going  off. 
Tony  told  me  to  go  and  call  for  supper.  I  told  them  I  had  been  to  supper.  I  went 
on  to  the  kitchen  and  set  down  by  the  fire,  and  set  there  until  they  came  back.  I 
suppose  they  were  gone  about  hour  and  half;  they  came  back ;  we  set  and  sung  awhile, 
and  talked ;  went  to  bed,  or  lay  down  on  some  cotton,  and  slei^t  until  morning ;  then 
I  left. 

liis 
MERRITT  +  JUDD. 
mark. 

Takea  before  me  the  17th  day  of  December,  1870. 

J.  T.  MOFFITT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


,\ 


State 

vs. 

Hardy  Stewart. 

Hardy  Stewart,  one  of  the  defendants,  being  brought  before  the  nndersigned  jus- 
tices, charged  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  annexed  v/arrant,  and  being  put  on  his 
examination,  says  that  himself,  Wilson  Dewer,  Luke  Olive,  and  Alfred  Jones  went  to 
Piny  Hill  to  meeting,  ou  the  first  Sunday  in  December,  it  being  4th  December  or 
thereabouts,  near  Benton  Eollins's  mill.  Wilson  Dewer  and  Luke  Olive  told  mo  to 
come  there;  they  wanted  to  see  me  after  the  meeting  was  over.  Myself,  Wilson 
Dewer,  Luke  Oli  /e,  and  Alfred  Jones  went  out  to  ourselves.  Luke  Olive  asked  me  how 
far  it  was  to  J.  H.  Mims's  barn.  I  told  them  I  reckoned  it  was  three  or  four  miles. 
Said  we  must  burn  up  J.  H.  Mims's  barn  to-morrow  night.  Wilson  Dewer  said  he  lived 
some  distance  off",  but  did  not  miud  the  walk.  Luke  Olive  said  lie  would  come  to  my 
house  Monday  night.  I  told  them  I  was  working  at  Mr.  Gaston  Eollins's,  and  did  not 
have  time  to  go  off'  and  burn  barns.  Wilson  Dewer  said  it  must  be  done.  I  told  them, 
then,  I  would  go  with  them,  but  I  did  not  care  much  about  it,  because  the  night  Avaa 
too  light,  and  it  was  dangerous.  Luke  Olive  then  spoke  and  said,  ''Never  mind  about 
that;  he  was  not  afraid."  He  also  told  me  to  get  some  matches  from  Mr.  Rollins  ou 
Monday,  and  to  get  some  fat  pine;  told  me  to  get  it  about  as  long  as  my  hand,  and  to 
have  it  and  the  matches  at  William  Battle's,  where  I  lived,  by  the  time  he  got  there. 
I  got  to  the  house  between  6  and  7  o'clock.    I  think  I  had  been  there  about  half  hour, 
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aTul  Lulce  Olive  came  in  the  house  and  sat  dovru.  He  bad  been  there,  I  think,  about 
one  honi'.  I  vrent  out  doors,  then  went  Ijaclc  to  the  door  and  gave  three  knocks  with 
my  foot  on  the  floor  right  in  the  door.  Luke  then  got  np  and  came  ont  Avliero  I  was. 
I  tohl  him  I  thought  it  was  too  light  to  burn  Jlr.  Mims's  barn  that  night.  He  said  it 
was  not;  that  he  would  go.  Then  asked  me  if  I  got  the  matches  and  pine.  I  told 
him  yes,  I  had  them.  Luke  then  said  to  me,  "  You  iiave  not  split  it  up."  He  told 
me  to  split  it.  I  told  him  uo,  he  might  split  it;  he  knew  how.  He  then  (Luke) 
took  the  ax  and  split  it  up  tiue.  He  then  said,  "Let's  go."  I  said,  "If  we  are 
going,  let's  go."  Luke  then  yncked  up  the  pine  and  said,  "Ain't  we  going  to  carry 
the  guns?"  and  asked  me  where  they  were.  I  told  him  they  were  in  the  house, 
and  I  asked  him  if  we  should  carry  our  guns.  He  said,  yes.  I  then  went  and  got 
my  gun,  and  he  (Luke)  asked  me  where  the  other  gun  Avas.  I  told  him  it  was  in 
the  house.  I  went  and  got  it  for  him,  and  told  him  it  was  already  loaded.  He 
asked  me  how  long  my  gnu  had  been  loaded.  I  told  him  some  time.  I  think  I  shot 
my  gun  olF,  and  reloadcid  it  again  with  Ijuckshot.  "We  then  started  on  to  Mr.  Mims's 
barn.  Alter  we  got  olf  a  Y)iece  I  took  half  of  the  pine  and  carried  it.  We  came  on  the 
road  and  crossed' the  luidge  at  Wliitc  Oak  Creek.  Wo  then  got  over  the  fence  into  tho 
cotton  patch,  and  left  the'road  and  came  up  a  bottom  in  the  woods  u[)  to  J.  H.  Mims's 
barn.  Wlien  we  got  in  sight  wo  stopped.  I  told  Luke  Olive  there  was  the  barn.  We 
then  went  on  up  to  the  barn.  I  gave  him  all  the  ])ine  and  asked  him  where  I  ranst 
get.  He  (Luke)  told  me  I  must  get  out  between  the  barn  and  house,  and  if  anybody 
started  to  come  out  to  the  barn  I  umst  shoot  them.  Luke  handed  me  the  matcliesand 
the  fat  pine,  and  told  me  to  strike  them  by  putting  two  or  three  together.  I  took  them 
and  struck  lire,  and  put  it  in  some  straw  we  put  under  the  west  side  of  the  barn,  and 
then  I  put  n)y  pine  on  the  blaze.  I  then  took  up  a  handful  of  straw  that  was  burning 
and  stuck  it  in  the  straw  pen,  which  set  the  straw  pen  on  lire.  AVhen  the  blaze  began 
to  shine  up  went  in  tho  woods.  I  started  on  back,  down  the  way  we  went  up.  He 
(Luke)  told  me  to  stop,  and  let's  shoot  whoever  comes  out  to  put  out  the  lire.  I  kept 
walking  on  the  way  we  came.  We  got  two  hundred  or  three  hundred  yards  off,  and  I 
saw  somebody  coming  waliiing  or  ruuning  up  tho  road.  We  were  out  in  tho  woods, 
and  we  stopped.  He  (Luke)  says  let's  shoot  him.  I  told  him  we  were  too  close  the 
road,  he  would  see  us.  Luke  then  shot  at  whoever  ho  was.  I  thought  it  was  Mr. 
Thomas  Minis.  I  then  shot  at  him  and  ran.  I  heard  him  shoot  at  us.  We  then  went 
on  home.  Luke  did  not  go  with  me  home ;  went  in  about  three  hundred  yards  of  where 
I  live,  and  then  he  went  on  to  his  home.  I  went  on  in  the  house.  When  I  got  in  Joe 
Dennis  and  my  father  was  lying  before  the  fire.  Uo  not  recollect  everything  that  mo 
and  my  father  said  alter  I  got  back.  I  think  the  tirst  thing  he  asked  me  was  what  for 
luck  Iliad.  I  told  my  father  we  had  lirst-rate.  My  father  knew  where  we  were  going 
that  night.  Told  us  that  it  was  most  too  light  nights  to  burn  barns,  and  that  we  liad 
better  not  go  that  night,  for  it  was  dangerous.  There  is  a  company  formed  for  tho 
purpose  of  burning  and  shooting,  called  the  Red  Cow  Lick.  I  am  a  member  ot-  that 
company.  I  Joined  last  October  was  a  year  ago.  I  went  down  to  .lim  Howell's  to  go 
in.  There  was  present  at  that  meeting  Joe  Dennis,  Brittain  Beckwith,  Wilson  Dewer, 
Sam  demons.  Jim  Howell,  and  his  two  sons,  Henry  and  Rufus.  Wilson  Dewer  was 
captain,  Jim  Howell  was  secretary,  Sam  demons  was  orderly.  Jim  Howell  took  in 
our  names  and  swore  us  in.  Do  not  recollect  the  oath,  but  we  took  one  that  wo  would 
all  chilj  together  as  one,  to  burn  barns,  and  to  shoot  in  ncighborboods  when;  there  was 
any  Ku-KlTix.  If  we  told  anythiug  about  it,  tlie  password,  or  anything  about  whose 
barn  was  Imrnt,  the  rest  of  the  company  would  kill  us.  There  is  a  great  many  who 
belong  to  the  crowd.    Do  not  know  all. 

HARDY  -f  STEWART. 

mark. 

Taken  before  me  this  19th  day  of  December,  1870. 

J.  T.  MOFFITT, 

Juatice  of  the  Peace. 

State  "'j 

vs.  I 

Merritt  Judd,  William  Battle,  Green 


ERRiTT  Judd,  William  Battle,  Green  )■ 
Stewart,  Hardy  Stewart,  Joe  Dennis,        j 
and  Wyat  Bozlaw.  J 


and  Wyat  Bozlaw 
J.  H.  Mill 
9 


J.  H.  5Iiinms,  comi)laiuant,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  on  Monday  night,  between 
y  and  10  o'clock,  the  r)th  day  of  December,  1870,  I  lay  down  about  8  or  i)  o'clock;  lay 
about  twentv-live  minutes,  I  supi)ose,  and  tho  barn  was  discovered  to  be  on  lire.  I 
made  an  alarm  a.s  I  went  to  the  barn.  Bursted  tho  door  open  and  found  chatf  burning 
in  the  barn.  I  went  out  then  and  the  straw-pen  was  all  on  lire.  Saw  uo  person  till 
Bomo  friends  came  to  my  relief.  I  lost  all  my  wheat  straw,  about  ten  stacks  of  fodder, 
between  seventy-live  and  one  hundred  buslu^ls  of  wheat,  cotton  seed,  peas,  and  a  few 
farming  tools.     My  cattle  would  have  been  biuned  had  they  not  been  turned  out  of  the 
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lot.  I  saw  tracks  leadiug  uortli  from  the  ham,  whicli  I  measured,  (two  cliffereiit  tracks.) 
They  took  the  woods,  (joukl  see  what  direction  they  weut.  Oue  was  a  uiedium  size, 
the  other  was  pretty  largo  size. 

J.  H.  IIIMS. 

Taken  before  me.  J.  T.  MOFFITT, 

Justice  of  ilie  Peace. 

Thomas  Mims,  witness  for  the  State,  being  duly  sworn,  states  tlKit  he  heard  his  father 
hollo.  Was  lying  down.  I  got  up  and  run  out  of  doors  ;  saw  there  was  a  building  on 
lire  at  mj-  father's.  I  ran  back  in  tlie  house,  put  on  uiy  shoes,  and  then  started  towards 
my  father's.  Got  some  over  half  way  aud  was  fired  upou  by  souu)  persons  in  tho 
woods,  close  by  the  road  I  was  going.  They  fired  two  shots  east  from  my  father's  barn, 
which  was  on  fire.  I  then  retitrned  tlie  fire  in  the  direction  of  their  firing.  I  then  went 
on  to  my  father's  barn.  I  found  it  all  in  fiames,  too  late  to  do  any  good.  I  then  loaded, 
my  gun  and  made  my  way  back  home  to  protect  my  own  barn.  Next  morning  I  ex- 
amined if  I  could  see  any  tracks  leading  from  the  barn.  I  discovered  two  tracks  from 
the  place  Avhcro  I  was  fired  on,  going  east.  I  followed  the  same  tracks  some  four  or 
five  hundred  yards,  then  they  took  the  woods,  still  going  east,  iu  the  direction  of  where 
William  Battle,  Hardy  Stewart,  and  Joe  Deunis  lives.  Distance  about  three  miles.  I 
think  they  shot  at  me.  I  heard  the  shot  hit  the  ground  before  mo.  I  think  from  the 
rattle  of  the  leaves  they  struck  the  ground. 

THOMAS  MIMS. 

George  Holleman,  witness  for  the  State,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  he  heard  Mer- 
rit  Judd  say  that  if  the  Kn-Klux  would  stop  their  barn-burning  would  stop.  Conver- 
sation took  place  after  Mr.  J.  H.  Mims's  barn  was  burnt.  Was  some  four  of  us  together 
talking  about  the  burning  of  Mr.  Mims's  barn  when  Judd  made  the  remark. 

his 

GEORGE  -f-  HOLLEMAN. 

mark. 

Dick  Mims,  witness  for  the  State,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  ho  knows  nothing 
more  than  what  Geo.  Holleman  has  just  stated.  Heard  the  same  conversation.  Knows 
nothing  more  about  it. 

DICK  +  MIMS. 
maik. 

Handy  Partridge,  witness  for  tho  State,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  on  Monday 
night  I  passed  ap  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Mims's ;  as  I  get  into  Mr.  Mims's  lane  I  saw  some  person 
iuside  of  the  field,  (moon  shining  very  bright.)  aljout  twenty  steps  from  me,  coming 
toward  me  from  an  east  direction  ;  I  stopped  still  and  the  person  stopped  ;  I  started  on 
and  the  person  squatted  down,  I  thought  to  keep  me  from  seeing  him  ;  I  thought  the 
l^erson  whom  I  saw  in  tbe  ficlil  was  Merritt  Judd  ;  there  was  no  path  nor  road  in  the 
field  where  he  was ;  I  went  on  up  the  road  to  Mr.  Mims's  gate,  then  through  the  horse  lot 
direct  home ;  went  in  the  house,  pulled  off  my  shoes;  had  been  sitting  there  about 
half  hour ;  my  wife  says,  "  Lord,  what  makes  that  light  ?  "  I  then  got  up  aud  went  out 
of  doors  ;  my  wife  says,  "It  is  Mr.  Mims's  straw-jien,"  which  is  about  two  hundred  or 
three  hundred  yards  from  my  liotise.  About  the  time  I  got  out  of  doors  I  heard  Mr. 
Mims  hollo  "  Help  !"  I  then  ran  to  help  him  ;  when  I  got  there  the  barn  aud  straw-pens 
were  all  on  tire.  Merritt  Judd  came  to  where  I  was  packing  cotton  about  one  week 
ago ;  said  if  tho  Ku-Klux  did  not  stop  riding,  that  barns  would  be  burnt. 

Cross-examined  by  Merritt  Judd  : 
Qucsflon.  What  right  had  you  to  think  it  was  me  you  saw  in  the  field  ? 
Answer.  You  aro  .always  sneaking  about  like  a  sheep-killing  dog. 

his 
HANDY  +  PARTRIDGE. 
mark. 

Wyatt  Coylan,  witness  for  the  State,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  himself.  Will 
Battle,  Hardy  Stewart,  Joe  Dennis,  Andrew  Davis,  Henderson  Nash,  and  Phil  Bcck- 
with,  were  the  men  to  burn  J.  H.  Mims's  barn,  straw,  «fcc.  It  was  burned  last  Alonday 
night  a  week  ago,  about  10  o'clock.  Hardy  Stewart  and  Joe  Deunis  were  the  men  that 
stuck  the  fire  to  the  barn  and  straw  ;  the  rest  of  us  was  close  by  and  saw  them  stick 
tho  fire  to  said  Ijaru  aud  straw  ;  Joe  Dennis  and  Hardy  Stewart  both  had  nuitchcs  iu 
their  pockets  ;  tbev  both  had  guns  also,  and  after  they  had  fired  the  barn  aud  straw  wo 
then  fell  back  iu  the  woods,  rather  an  easterly  direction,  and  we  saw  a  white  man  ap- 
proaching with  a  guu  in  his  hands  ;  Joe  and  Hurdy  fired  off  their  guus  at  the  man  they 
saw  coming  up  the  road ;  the  guns  they  had  were  muskets ;  tho  white  man  then  shot 
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at  us  ;  we  then  run  down  toward  the  creek  ;  we  then  went  across  the  creek  to  Will 
Battle's  house ;  got  there,  I  think,  about  11  o'clock  ;  nobody  at  hia  house  except  his 
own  family,  Avhich  was  his  wife  aud  thi'ee  children;  we  all  met  in  an  old  field  near 
Prince's  Clftipel  between  7  aud  8  o'clock ;  we  met  on  Saturday  evening  before ;  the 
barn  was  burnt  on  Monday  night,  and  madearraugenicuts  to  burn  Mr.  Mims'sbarn;  wo 
talked  over  what  we  were  going  to  do  ;  Hardy  Stewart  was  captain  of  the  crowd ;  we 
have  a  company  made  up  for  the  purpose  of  burning  barns,  &c. ;  I  joined  last  January ; 
Hardy  Stewart  and  Joe  Dennis  were  the  first  men  who  told  me  of  such  a  company;  I 
joined  near  Holly  Springs,  in  the  woods ;  Jim  Howell  was  the  captain  ;  there  was  about 
fifteen  present  at  that  time  ;  they  told  me  how  to  make  a  bow,  so  I  could  tell  who  be- 
longed to  the  company — bow  the  head  and  raise  both  liands;  they  gave  me  a  word, 
which  Avas  "Red  Cow-Lick  ;"  the  orders  was  for  us  all  to  be  dressed  in  black  when  we 
met;  thej-  told  me  if  I  told  it  they  vv'ould  kill  me.  After  I  joined,  we  made  a  meeting 
place  at  my  house  ;  we  met  once  a  week  or  oftcner  ;  we  burnt  Mr.  Mims's  barn  because 
we  had  a  grudge  at  him  for  a  whipping  that  Will  Battle  got  during  the  war  ;  we  burnt 
John  Bozlan's  barn ;  the  crowd  that  was  along  Avas  Will  Eattle,  Joe  Dennis,  Hardy 
Stewart,  Henderson  Nash,  and  Andrew  Davis;  Joe  Dennis  Avas  the  person  whoajiplied 
the  match  to  Mr.  Bozlan's  barn. 

Cross-examined  by  Hardy  Steaa'aht  : 
Question.  When  did  you  hear  me  say  anything  about  burning  barns  1 
Ansiver.  On  Saturday  uiglit,  before  Mr.  Mims's  baru  Avas  burnt  ou  Monday  night. 
Question.  Were  Ave  together  that  night  Mr.  Mims's  was  burned? 
Ansuer.  We  Avere  together. 

Cross-examined  by  Will  Battle  : 

Qtiestion.  Were  you  at  my  house  Monday  night  that  Mr.  Mims'sbarn  Avas  burnt? 

Ansuer.  I  was  there. 

Question.  What  Avas  I  doing  the  night  Mr.  Mims'sbarn  was  burned? 

Answer.  You  laid  doAvn  aud  Avent  to  sleep  after  Ave  got  back  to  your  house  from  JIi'. 
Mims's  barn. 

Question.  Where  did  you  lay  the  night  Mr.  Jlims's  bai-n  was  burnt? 

Answer.  I  laid  in  one  of  your  children's  bed. 

Question.  Who  saAV  you? 

Answer.  Will  Battle  saw  mo  at  his  hotiso  that  night. 

Question.  Did  you  not  tell  me  that  Mr.  Thomas  Avas  mad  with  you,  aud  he  said  you 
and  Vicey  set  the  barn  ou  fire  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  I  did  not. 

Cross-examined  by  Hap.dy  Stewart  : 
Question.  Did  you  and  I  ever  meet  near  Holly  Springs  to  join  fire  company  ? 
Answer.  We  met  there  for  the  purjiose  of  joining  the  "  Red  Cow- Lick,"  they  call  it. 
Question.  When  did  avc  meet? 
Answer.  Last  January. 
Question.  What  time  in  the  month? 

Answer.  Do  not  know.  • 

Question.  How  numy  of  us  met  there  ? 
Answer.  About  fifteen. 
Question.  Who  Averc  they  ? 

Answer.  You  Avere  one ;  Will  Battle,  Joe  Dennis,  Henderson  Nash,  Andrew  Davie, 
Jim  Howell,  and  don't  recollect  the  balance. 

Question.  How  many  a  times  a  mouth  did  Ave  meet? 

Answer.  Once  a  week. 

Question.  What  night  in  the  week  did  we  meet? 

Answer.  Had  no  particular  night  to  meet — Monday  night  or  any  other  night. 

Cross-examined  by  Henderson  Nash  : 
Question.  Where  was  I  living  the  night  Mr.  Bozlan's  barn  was  burned? 
Answer.  At  Mr.  Ragland's  place. 

Question.  Where  did  I  come  from,  the  night  Mr.  Bozlan's  barn  was  burnt? 
Ansiver.  You  came  from  home. 
Question.  Who  did  I  come  witli  ? 
Answer.  You  came  by  yourself. 

Question.  Did  you  see  mo  the  night  Sir.  Bozlan's  bam  was  burnt? 
Answer.  I  diil. 

Question.  What  did  I  do  that  night  ? 
Answer.  You  went  along  with  us  to  burn  the  bam. 
Question.  Who  set  the  barn  on  lire  ? 
Answer.  You,  as  much  as  the  rest.       • 
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Question.  Do  you  know  I  set  it  on  fire  ? 

Jnsrrer.  You  were  certainly  along. 

Question.  What  night  was  the  barn  burnt  ? 

Answer.  Wednesday  or  Thursday  night. 

Question.  Where  did  I  stay  that  night  ? 

Answer.  Went  on  back  in  your  own  settlement. 

Question.  Vv'ho  came  after  me  that  night  ? 

Answer.  You  were  along  when  we  made  the  iilot  to  burn  the  barn,  and  come  yourself. 

Question.  What  did  we  lire  the  barn  with? 

Answer.  Matches. 

Question.  Was  the  agreement  for  us  to  burn  the  barn  made  at  Prince's  Chapel  ? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  Where  did  I  sleep  Saturday  night  before  Mr.  Mims's  barn  was  bui-nt  ? 

Answer.  You  started  back  home. 

Question.  Bid  you  see  me  there  that  night  Mr.  Mims's  barn  was  burnt  ? 

Ansicer.  1  saw  you  there. 

Cross-examined  by  Andrew  Da\t:s  : 
Question.  Did  you  and  me  ever  go  to  join  any  sort  of  company  ? 
Answer.  You  was  along. 

WYATT  +  BOZLAN. 

mark. 

Taken  before  me,  the  undersigned,  17th  day  December,  1870. 

J.  T.  ]\IOFFITT, 


Justice  of  the  Peace. 


State 

vs. 

William  Battle 


J 


William  Battle,  the  defendant,  being  brought  before  the  undersigned  justice,  charged 
according  to  the  annexed  warrant,  and  being  put  on  his  examination,  states  that  Luke 
Olive  did  come  to  my  house  on  Monday  night  that  Mr.  J.  H.  Mims's  barn  was  burned. 
He  came  in,  set  a  while.  Hardy  got  up,  went  out  doors,  tapped  on  the  door,  and  Luke 
got  up  and  went  our.  They  shot  off  a  gun.  Hardy  called  me  to  the  door,  and  told 
me  he  and  Luke  were  going  to  rare  around  to-night.  I  told  them  it  was  too  light.  I 
know  nothing  about  a  company  called  the  Union  Club,  or  to  burn,  or  anything  of  the 
sort.  I  did  know  they  were  coming  over  to  burn  Jlr.  Mims's  barn  after  Il^rdy  remarked 
they  were  coming  over  the  creek  to  rare  around.  Luke  Olive  said  they  were  going 
to  burn  Mr.  Mims's  barn.  I  told  them  it  was  too  light  night,  and  it  was  dangerous 
for  them  to  do  that  as  light  as  it  was.  I  knew  when  Hardy  came  back  and  asked  him 
■what  for  luck  they  had,  &c. 

hia 
WILL  +  BATTLE, 
mark. 

Taken  before  mo  the  20th  day  of  December,  1870. 

J.  T.  MOFFITT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Joe  Dennis,  witness  for  the  State,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  ho  and  Hardy 
Stewart  worked  for  Mr.  Gasten  Rollins.  Hardy  Stewart  bought  a  box  of  matches 
Monday  morning  that  Mr.  Mims's  barn  was  burned,  at  night,  from  Mr.  Rollins.  I 
worked  all  that  day,  and  Hardy  also  worked  for  Mr.  Rollins.  Went  to  Will  Battle's 
that  night.  Dred  IStewart  and  Tony  Mims  was  there  ;  both  sitting  in  the  door,  about 
7  o'clock  in  the  night,  I  thought.  Hardy  Stewart  went  with  mo  to  Will  Battle's. 
I  went  in  the  house  and  lay  down.  Luke  Olive  came  there  after  wo  got  there;  camo 
in  the  house  and  sat  down  but  a  few  minutes.  Hardy  Stewart  got  up  and  walked  out. 
Hardy  tapped  the  door;  Luke  Olive  got  up  and  went  out,  ancl  they  soon  left.  Will 
Battle  knew  Avhere  they  were  going,  and  what  they  were  going  to  do.  They  wanted 
me  to  go  with  them  to  burn  Mr.  Mims's  barn.  Hardy  asked  me  to  go.  I  told  him  no, 
I  would  not  go ;  1  was  sick.  Hardy  Stewart  told  me  after  ho  got  back  that  he  took 
an  armfuU  of  straw  and  put  under  the  corner  of  the  barn,  next  to  the  straw  pen. 
When  Mr.  Minus's  hallooed,  Luke  Olive  and  Hardy  Stewart  run  oli".  That  is  what 
Hardy  told  me.  Hardy  Stewart  and  Luko  Olive  were  both  armed,  and  told  me  that 
they  shot  at  Thomas  Minis,  and  tried  their  best  to  kill  him.  They  also  told  mo  that 
Thomas  Mims  returned  the  lire,  and  they  ran  down  toward  the  creek.  I  heard  Luko 
say  that  they  wanted  to  burn  Mr.  Mims's  bariiever  since  he  had  been  elected  magis- 
trate in  the  township.    We  all  met  at  Piney  Hill  church,  on  Sunday,  before  Mr.  Mims's 
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barn  was  burned,  on  Monday  night  following,  and  made  the  plot  to  burn  Mr.  Mims's 
barn  Monday  night. 

his 

JOE  +  DENNIS. 

mark. 


Taken  before  me  the  17th  day  of  December,  1870. 


J.  T.  MOFFITT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


SuPERion  Corr.T  of  Law, 

Clerk's  Office,  March  6,  1871. 
I,  S.  T.  Petty,  clerk  of  the  superior  court  of  law  for  Chatham  County,  State  of  North 
CaroUna,  do  liereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  papers  ou  file  iu  my 
oliice,  and  from  the  records. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  my  office.    Done  at  Fittsboro,  Chatham  County, 
North  Carolina,  March  G,  1871. 

[SEAL.]  S.  T.  PETTY, 

Clerk  of  Superior  Court. 
By  WM.  F.  FbUSHER, 

Deputy  Clerk. 


